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Deposition  of  John  Armsfroiip,  riiffiiurr  of  lessees^  ntcaincr  and  aijvnt  vu 

iSi.  r<inl  Island, 


MANAUKMliNT. 


•.x|itTieiice. 


State  of  Califouma, 

Citif  and  Connljf  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

John  Aimstroiifj,  liiiviiij;"  hceii  duly  .swoni,  deposes  and  says:  1  an 
5()  years  ((Id,  and  reside  in  San  Franeiseo.  1  was  em- 
ployed in  Alaska  seiviee  in  connection  wit'ti  the  seal 
fisheries  frurn  1S(»8  to  ISS^J,  inclusive.  Dnrinj^'  the  first  eiyht  years  of 
the  time  I  \vascliiet'«'nyineer  of  tlie  steamer  jdyin;;  between  San  Fran- 
cisco and  the  seal  islan<lsand  other  Alaska  ports,  and  from  1877  to  1S.S(», 
inclusive,  as  aj,M'id  of  tlie  Alaska.  Connnercial  Company,  livin;;-  almost 
constantly  for  the  whole  ten  years  upon  St.  I'aul  Island.  I  always  as- 
sisted in  the  seal-killinj;-,  ami,  in  common  with  all  other  employes  on 
the  islands,  made  the  seals  my  study  and  care.  Everyone  <!onnected 
with  the  l)iisiuess,  from  the  superintendent  to  the  Inunhlest  laborei-, 
is,  when  at  the  islands,  keenly  alive  to  every  oc<'urrenc«^  relatinj;  to 
the  herd.  There  is  not  hi  n<;' else  but  seals  t<»  attract  onr  attention  when 
there,  and  the  most  trivial  incidents  in  r«'j;ard  to  the  rookeries,  as  well 
as  the  more  serious  (»nes,  are  noted  and  discussed. 

For  the  first  few  years  I  was<Hi  the  islands  the  rookeries  jfrew  lartrer 
every  year,  and  1  was  told  by  the  nativesand  others  that 
they  ha<l  j;rown  a  jjood  deal  since  the  Americans  first 
took  them.     After  1SS2  thev  ser'nu'd  to  stav  about  the 


I  IK 


riMso    (if    ri«)k- 


same,  as  far  as  the  number  of  breeders  was  concerned,  as  lonjjf  as  I  was 
there.     Tiic  skins  taken  prior  to   lS8r»  weighed  from  (i 
to  10  pounds  each,  averaj^in};' about  8  pounds  jier  skin; 

t  I  understand   from  those  wh(>  remained  there  on  dutv  that  much 


WiMjilit.  of  skins. 


uu 


i'"iiii 


I'H  rcciiiticj 


smaller  on«'s  were  afterwards  taken,  because  the  lar;;e  seals  had  bcM-omo 
scarce  and  were  necdcil  for  rookery  service.  I  observed  that  very  few 
seals  ^o  out  to  sea  to  feed  durinp;  dune,  .Inly,  and  An- 
jiust,  except  females  and  some  of  the  younj;t'r  males. 
The  greater  ])art  of  the  older  i)achelors  appear  to  be  always  about  the 
rookeries  after  the  cows  come,  and  comparatively  few  as  old  as  five  years 
come  (ij)  with  the  droves  to  the  killing;  ;jrounds.  The 
same  seal  is  soniciimes  driven  several  times  during-  the  ,,r 
season.  One  with  a  jiecuJiar  spot  on  him  was  driven 
in  more  than  a  dozen  times  in  one  season.  His  skin  was  in  such  con- 
dition that  we  did  not  want  it.  l'»ut  I  do  not  think  that  he  or  any 
other  one  of  the  diove  was  injur«'d  by  the  «'.\ertion.  The  driving  gave 
them,  with  rare  exceptions,  very  little  more  exercise  than  they  ai»i>eare(l 


Driving    ami     ro- 
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to  take  when  left  to  themselves.     The  praetiee,  (»t  driviiijf  has  always 

been  coiidueted  the  same  as  wlieri   I  was  on  the  islands,  and  the  seals 

Imve  thiiven  and  increased  under  it.     They  "row  much 

tanuT,  too,  witli  repeated  dnvinii',  and  seem  to  leaiii 
the  roiid  and  wiiat  is  expected  of  them  on  the  killinj;' <;roninl.  It  is 
nmeh  less  tronble  to  hainlle  a  drove  of  seals  from  the  rookery  very 
near  the  villa,<;('  than  those  from  a  distant  point.  They  j^rctw  very 
t;.  i(!  when  reared  neai'  where  ]»eo»)le  are  passin<>'  ami  repassing;-,  and 
none  of  tiiem  aie  as  wild  or  show  as  much  tear  as  sheep  ordinarily  do 
when  approached  hy  man. 

The  lar};('  bachelor  seals  arrive  on  the  islands  from  the  1st  to  the  Ifd.h 

of  dune  each  vear,  sleek  and  fat  as  thev  can  be,  whilci 

Arrival  1)1  haclirldr.s.  .  i  i"     •       cj       i.         i  li  •        •       .i       i 

the  same  s«'als  in  September  are  very  tiiin  ni  llesh,  or 
in  abont  the  same  condition  as  the  bull  seals  then  are,  which,  it  is  well 
kmtwn,  do  not  leave  the  rookeries  for  some  four  nu»nl lis.  On  tlie»»ther 
hand,  they<'arlinj;saiid  two  year  olds  remain  in  <iood  eouditicni  the  en- 
tire season,  and  niiist,  1  think,  j;'o  oil'  to  the  fee<liiiji'  jvionnds  occasion- 
all  v  diirini''  the  siimmer.     The   females  lyo  and  coiih; 


Frmalfs  IVctliii};. 


after  the  lirst  few  davs  (d'  their  stav  at  the  islands.     I 


Di'ail  piipi*. 


have  s«.'en  rookeries,  ami  particularly  the  one  on  the  reef,  plainly  in 
si<,dit  fr<»m  St.  L*anl  villaj;*'.  swarmin;;- with  piii>s  and  comparatively  few 
mothers  in  sij^ht,  and  it  lias  sometimes  remained  so  for  twenty  or  thirty 
hours  at  a  time,  conviiicinji'  me  that  they  must  have  j^oiie  a  consider- 
able distance  from  tin;  islands  for  tood.  lj[>  to  18.SI  tliere  were  never 
enoiij;h  dead  pups  on  the  mokeries  to  cause  any  le- 
mark.  Occasicmally  (me  would  be  trampled  to  death 
by  the  ti^htinii'  bulls,  but  the  loss  was  almost  mdhiiis;-  until  the  marine 
hunters  l)e;;an  tlu'ir  work,  and  it  <ire\v  to  be  <piite  noticeable  before  I 
left  the  ishinds.  It  was  easy  enonyh  to  see  what  they  died  of.  They 
simply  starved  to  death,  wandering;' about  and  bleat iuii' until  it  made- 
one's  heart  ache  to  see  them.  Their  inothers  had  been  killed  off  in  the 
water,  and  the  juips  lived  and  sufleied  for  weeks.  They  are  very  tena- 
cious of  life,  holdinj;-  out  six  or  ei;.;ht  weeks  or  more  alter  they  los(^  their 
mothers. 

1  am  asked  whether  the  seals  copulate  in   the  water.     It  is  a  (jnes- 


('(ipiilalimi  ill  wall 


DctTfaso. 


tion  that  is  olten  discussed  at  tlu^  islands,  and  neither 
the  scientilic  obserNcrs  nor  the  nns«Mentitic  are  abh'  to 
ajiree  about  it.  I  have  seen  seals  in  ]»osition  when  it  seemed  to  be  at- 
tempted, but  doubt  whetlier  it  isetVectnally  accomplished.  If  it  were, 
1  think  we  should  see  i>iii>s  sometimes  bom  lati^  and  out  of  season,  but 
suvh  is  not  the  case. 

1  believe  there  has  been  a  }i,reat  decrease  of  seals  on  the  ishinds  since 

I  lett  theii',  and  this  is  no  doubt  «lue  to  i>ela;iic  hunt- 

iiiji'.     The  extermination  of  the  animals  ami  of  the  in- 

«lustry  will  be  swill  and  sure  unless  the  leniale  seals  are  ]»rotected  from 

the  devastation  now  yoinii'  on,  and  I  do  not  believe  it 

rrollCllDll.  •!      1  4  4  i.      il  il  1  111  1  il 

possible  to  protect  them  as  they  should  be  unless  the 
North  Pacilic  as  well  as  IJeriny  Sea  is  included  in  any  measures  adopted 
to  this  end. 

John  Armstkonu. 

Subscril)ed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  KHh  day  of  May,  A.  1).  18{)2. 
[aKAL.J  CLinir.NT  r>KNNivi"r, 

Sottirif  L'ublic. 


RELATING    TO    PKIMll.or    ISLANDS. 


Drpositioa  of  Chat  Us  llnmnt,  spniol  Tivuhui  i)  <i;i(  at  i>a  I'lihil'if  Ishtttiis. 
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District  of  Columtjia, 

City  of  Washinnton,  ss  : 
CliaiU's  liryant,  bciiiji'  duly  sworn,  (Icpuscs  jiiid  says:  I  nm  :i  resi- 
dent of  Mattaixdsett.  I'lynioutli  Coinity.  State  of  Massachusetts,  and 
am  72  years  of  afj^c.  In  Septendter.  LstiS.  I  was  appointed  a  special 
Treasury  ajiout  to  ixo  to  I'ribilof  Islands  for  the  pur- 
pose of  invest i;>iitinj;'  and  repoitinj;'  as  to  the  habits  of 
the  fur  seal,  the  condition  of  the  islands,  and  the  nn»st  advanta^'ons 
plan  to  be  adopted  for  the  ^overnnu-nt  and  inanajiieuient  of  the  same. 
Pnrsuant  to  such  ap])ointment.  1  |»roceeded  Ut  the  i'acilic  coast,  and  in 
March,  lcS((l>,  1  landed  on  St.  I'aul  Island,  remaininii'  tlu're  until  Sep- 
tciid)er  of  the  same  vear.  I  then  returned  to  Washiim 
ton  and  laid  my  repcirt  before  the  Treasury  Department.  ^^_.^'i^"i"'>t  tor>.;m. 
I  aj;ain  went  back  to  the  islands  in  July,  ISTO,  and  re 
iiiaiiied  thereuntil  the  fall  <»f  IS71.  Tiien,in  April,  1S72, 1  a};ain  arrived 
;il  the  islamis,  this  time  in  the  capacity  of  a  spec  ial  ajjeiit  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  in  eharjie  of  the  seal  islands.  I  was  upon  the  islands 
as  su<;h  agent  from  that  tim<'  and  duiing  the  sealing  season  from  LS7l; 
to  1877,  inclusive,  and  passed  three  winters  there,  viz,  those  of  1S7l', 
1S74,  and  1870.  Since  tlieyear  1877  I  have  n<»t  visited  the  seal  islands. 
I  have  examined  the  breeding  areas  of  LS7(),  indicated 
by  IJ.  11.  Melntyreou  charts  A,  I'..  (J,  I),  H.  I\  and  (J. 
ot'SL  Paul  Island,  and  they  are  to  the  best  of  my  kn(»wl-  ;|";"_"  .''.y,','.;,.'';  ■^''^ 
edge  and  belief  correct.  I  have  also  examined  the  areas 
of  in(!rease  shown  by  him  upon  t  he  same  charts  as  applicable  to  the  breed- 
ing rookeries  in  1882,  and  they  were  ])roportioiiately  e«>rreet  in  1877, 
the  hist  year  of  my  stay  uixtn  the  islands,  the  increase  u]»  to  that  time 
liaving  been  about  one-half  of  that  shown  by  him.  The  abov*^  state- 
ment is  true,  also,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  be- 
lief, of  th«^  breeiling  areas  of  1870  and  the  increase  of 
18S2,  indicated  bv  Thomas  F.  3Iorgau  upon  charts  II,   -J;"""  I'vnmniiiM  i 

*  cr  i  '       \I.,i II  (III  i>l,'ii-i^ 


mil 


Iiit\  If  oil  rliiirls. 


.'Ill  i1 


I  II  I'  ri'  :\  sii 


I,  J,  au<l  K,  of  tSt.  George. 


Miir;;:iii  iin  (  IkmI.- 
ClIAULKS    r.UVANT. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nu'  this  ISth  day  (»f  April,  !8!»2. 

[L.  S.J  ('HAS.  b.  Ill  (illLS, 

I^'otdiy  I'liblie  in  ond  for  llic  Ifislrivl  of  Coltinihia. 
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I  deposition  of  Charlcn  Brifont,  special  Trettsnij/  af/mf  on  l*)ihil<f  Islands. 
IIA111T8   AND  RO(»KEllIi:S  IN  l8«»l)-77. 

District  of  CoLrjiuiA, 

City  of  Washington^  ss: 

Charles  liryaut,  being  duly  sworn,  dejiosesand  says:  I  am  a  resident 
of  Mattapoisett,  Plymouth  Co'Hity,  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  a?u 
72  years  of  age.  From  1840  to  18.">8  I  was  engaged  in  whaling  in 
the  North  Pacific^  Ocean  ami  Bering  Sea.  The  latter  portion  of  the 
time  I  was  captain  of  a  whaling  vessel.     1  then  retirt'd  . 

to  a  farm  located  in  the  town  of  l''airhaven,  in   Ibistol        m'"""""' 
County,  State  aforesaid.     In  September,  1808,  1  was  appointed  a  spo- 
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cial  Treasury  ajjciit  to  go  to  the  Pribilof  Islands  to  investigate  and  to 
report  as  to  the,  habits  of  tlie  I'nr  seal,  the  condition  of  the  islands, 
and  the,  most  advantageous  phui  to  adopt  for  the  government  and 
management  of  the  same,  rursuant  to  sucli  appointment  I  pro- 
eeeded  to  the  Paeitic  coast  and  in  Man^h,  18()9,  I  hmded  on  St.  Paul 
Island  and  remained  there  until  September  of  the  same  year,  i  then 
returned  to  Washington  and  laid  my  report  before  tlie 

KeporttoirH««ury.  Treasury  Department.  I  again  went  back  to  the  is- 
hvnds  in  July,  1870,  and  remained  until  the  fall  of  1871.  Then  in 
April,  187ii,  1  again  arrived  on  St.  I'aul  Island,  this  time  in  the  capac- 
ity of  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  in  charge  of  the  seal 
islands.  I  was  upon  the  islands  as  such  agent  from  that  time  during 
the  sealing  seasons  from  1872  to  1877,  inclusive,  and  passed  three  win- 
ters there,  namely,  those  of  1872,  1874,  and  1870.  Since  the  year  1877 
I  have  never  visited  the  seal  islands,  and  have  been  in  retirement  at 
]Mattai)oisett  aforesaid.  During  these  years  I  was  upon  the  islands  I 
made  a  most  careful  study  of  seal  life  thereon,  and  exanuned  and  in- 
quired of  the  natives  in  relation  to  the  habits  and  former  conditions  of 
the  fur  seals. 

The  Alaska  fur  seal  breeds  nowhere  else  except  on  the  Pribilof  Is- 
lands. I  took  i>ai ticular  <are  in  investigating  the 
ba'iruiiiiiH"!"^  '"  ^'"  n'l*^*^^'**"  <•!"  \vhat  became  of  the  seal  herd  while  absent 
from  the  islands.  INIy  inipiiries  were  nnide  among  the 
Alaskfin  Indians,  half  breeds,  Aleuts,  and  fur-traders  along  the  north- 
west <'oast  and  Aleutian  Islands.  One  man,  who  had  been  a  trapi)er 
for  many  years  along  the  coast,  stated  to  me  that  in  all  his  experience 
he  never  knew  of  but  one  case  where  seals  had  hauled  out  on  the  Pa- 
<'ifie  coast,  and  that  was  when  four  or  live  landed  on  Queen  Charlotte 
Island.  This  is  the  only  case  I  ever  heard  of  sealscoming  ashore  at  any 
ether  place  on  the  American  side  of  the  Pacific  except  the  Pribilof 
Islands.    Thesesealsaremigi-atory,  leaving  the  islantls 

Migration.  j^^  |.||^,  early  winter  and  returning  again  ni  the  spring. 

Che  Pribilof  herd  does  not  nungle  with  the  herd  locate<l  on  the  Com- 

„,,.,,„.,   ,.       mander  Islands.    This  I  know  from  the  fact  that  the 

Pribilof  nnd    Com-  i      •        1.1      i»      -a     r\  1 

miiiiii.r  iui<is  do  not  herd  gocs  east  ward  atterentermgthePacim;  Ocean,  and 
"""'''''■  from  (|uestioning  natives  and  half  breeds,  who  had  re- 

sided in  Kamschatkaaseniployesof  theKussiau  Fur  Company,  I  learned 
that  the  Commander  herd  on  leaving  their  islands  go  southwestward 
into  the  Okhotsk  Sea  and  the  waters  to  the  southward  <)f  it  and  winter 
there.  This  fact  was  further  verilied  by  whalers  who  lindthem  there  in 
the  early  spring. 
The  Alaskan  seals  make  tluiir  home  on  the  Pril»ilof  Islands  because 

they  need  for  the  period  they  spend  on  lami  a  pecu- 
honI^^o''"viaHk!m"i'a.  ''arly  cool,  moist,  and  cloudy  clinmte,  with  very  little 

sunshineor  heavy  rains.  This  ])eculiarity  of  climate  is 
only  to  be  found  on  the  Pribilof  and  Conunander  islands,  and  during 
njy  long  experience  in  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea  I  never  found 
another  locality  which  possessed  these  conditions  so  favorable  to  seal 
life.  Add  to  this  fact  the  isolated  condition  of  the  seal  islands  and  w© 
can  readily  see  why  the  seals  selected  this  home. 
The  pup  seal  is  born  on  the  rocky  shores  of  these  islands,  the  niother 

evidently  ]u*eferring  a  spot  covered  with  broken  lava 
rdXfuiamil^^""  i'"^''-^  to  the  sand   beaches.    The  birth  takes  place 

within  two  or  three  days  after  the  female  lands,  and 
often  within  a  few  hours.  When  born  the  pup  weighs  from  4  to  5 
pounds,  and  spends  the  iirst  six  weeks  of  its  existence  on  laud.    Dur- 
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iiij;  fliis  i)orio«l  tin-  pup  is  in  no  sense  an  snnpliildiin,  liciiij;  as  helpless 
in  the  water  as  a  youn;;  <-hieken:  it  can  not  swim,  and  when  thrown  in 
the  water  would  inevitahly  drown  if  not  rescued  by  its 
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mother  or  by  man.  Therelore,  il"  a  puj)  was  born  in 
the  water  it  would  certainly  perish.  1  Inive  seen  I'ases 
where  a  mother,  beinj^  taken  by  the  pains  of  i)arturition,  souj^ht  the 
nearest  beach  rather  than  a  rookery,  not  havinjf  time  to  nwh  the 
hitter  Ix'fore  tlie  biith  of  her  pup.  If  i>ui»s  could  be  l»orn  in  the  water 
such  cases  as  the  last  stated  would  not  oc<!ur.  The  pup  is  nursed  by 
its  mother  from  its  birth  so  lon^  as  it  r<;maiiis  on  the  islands,  the 
mother  leaviu};'  the  islands  at  ditt'erent  intervals  of  time  after  the  pup 
is  three  (»r  tour  days  ohl.  J  have  seen  pups,  which  1  had  i>reviously 
marked  by  a  ril>bon,  left  for  three  or  four  days  consecutively,  the 
mothers  ^oinji'  into  the  water  to  feed  or  bathe.  A  mother  seal  will  in- 
stantly r»M'oj;nizc  her  (dfspiinjj  from  a  large  group  of  p>ii)s  on  the 
rookery,  distinf;tiishiiig  it  by  its  cry  and  by  smell;  but  I  do  not  think 
a  ]»up  i'an  tell  its  own  mother,  as  it  will  nose  abcmt  any  cow  which 
comes  n»'ar  it.  A  female  seal  does  not  suckle  any  inij*  save  her  own, 
and  will  drive  away  any  other  i>u})s  which  approjich  her. 

I  am  positive  that  if  a  mother  seal  was  killed  her  pup  must  inevitji- 
lily  l)erish  by  starvation.  As  evidence  of  this  fact  1  will  state  that  I 
liiive  taken  stray,  motherh'ss  juips  found  on  the  sand  beaches  and 
placed  them  upon  the  breeding  rookeries  beside  nnlking  females  an<l 
ill  all  instances  these  pups  liave  tinally  died  of  starvation.  When 
;iltout  4  weeks  old  the  pups  get  together  in  gntups  or  pods  and  ap- 
]iroa<'h  nearer  ami  nearer  to  the  shore;  after  a  week  or  so  they  are 
down  near  the  surf  but  run  back  terrified  whenevia-  a  wave  comes  in. 
They  then  begin  to  get  acMpiainted  with  the  sea  and  little  by  little 
(tvercome  their  terror  and  learn  to  use  their  tlip[>ers.  1  have  seen  a 
Iciiiale  sometimes  i)ick  her  ])Ui>  up  by  the  back  of  the  neck  and  carry 
it  out  into  the  water  and  let  go  of  the  little  animal,  catching  it  before 
it  drowned  aiul  hohliiig  it  above  the  waves;  this  she  would  rejicat  tinu; 
mid  again  until  the  little  fellow  got  over  his  terror  and  began  to  use 
Ills  tlippers.  ]iy  the  1st  of  September  nearly  all  the  pups  have  learned 
III  swim,  and  until  the  tinu'  of  their  departure  from  the  islands  spend 
llicir  time  both  on  land  and  in  the  water,  but  by  far  the  great<'r  por- 
tiiiii  of  this  ])erind  is  spent  on  land.  The  time  they  leave  the  islaiuls 
is  generally  the  middle  of  November,  but  the  weather  is  the  true  mark 
of  such  departure,  they  seeming  to  be  unwilling  to  stay  after  the  first 
snow  or  sleet  comes.  On  departing  from  their  island  home  they  pro- 
rrvi:  southward  through  the  Aleutian  ])asses,  the  majority  going 
thiough  or  to  th(^  eastward  of  the  jiass  of  longitude  172°.  TJie  cause 
nl  their  departure  is  doubtless  the  api)roach  of  cold 
weather  and  the  lack  ot  sufficient  tood.  ^ 

rroviding  the  conditions  were  the  same  on  the  islands  the  year  round 
:is  they  are  in  the  snminer,  and  providing  the  food  sii|»ply  was  suffi- 
liciit  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  islands,  I  think  the  seals  would 
iiiii;iinon  or  about  the  islands  during  the  entire  year.  Tlu^  seals  evi- 
ilfiitly  <-onsid('r  tln^se  islands  their  home  and  only  leave  them  by  rea- 
son of  lack  of  Ibod  and  inclement  weather.  Some  seals  remain  alxmt 
tln'  islands  until  the  first  of  January,  and  the  winters  of  IS74  and  l<S7r> 
litjiig  exceptionally  mild,  seals  remained  on  or  in  the  vi<'inity  of  the 
islands  during  the  whole  year. 

From  my  impiiries  and  observations  I  am  convinced  the  seals,  after 
Uning  through  the  Aleutian  passes,  seek  the  vast  scho<ds  of  lishes 
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wl.icli,  iit.  tliis  sonsoii  of  tlioycar,  ar«'  to  be  foiiinl  in  tlio  Kortli  Piu-iflr, 
,,,     .,  .  tlu'ii  tollowiim  tln'sc  lislu's  as  tlu'v  iniirnitt'  towards  the 

AiiiMicaii  <'«»ast  lor  tlic  piiriioso  ot  siiawiiiii;-',  tiu\v  ap- 
I»oar  oil'  tlio  Caliloiiiiiiii  coast  diiiiiif;  tlu'  eaily  part  ol  tlu'  y«'ar.  The 
Kcals  then  (>'o  northward,  still  lolloMiii};'  these  mcIiooIm  offish,  the  inaleH 
arriviiiji  ajraiii  at  I'.crinj;  S«'a  in  the  eaily  iiait  of  May  and  the  females 
in  Jane  and  .Inly  and  jn'oeeedin^'  at  once  to  their  island  home. 

The  youn^  s«'als  are  now  a  year  old,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  thes«'xes 
herd  tojrelher.  This  year  they  leave  the  islands  a  little  earlier  than 
the  previons  season  an<l  make  the  same  mi}>'i'atioi  in  search  of  food. 
Ikchirninj;'  a;;aiii,  this  time  as  "  two-year  olds,"  the  nudes  go  npon  the 
hanliii;;'  grounds  witli  tiie  hadielor  seals  and  the  females  land  on  the 
breeding  rookeries.  It  is  jjidbahle  that  the  females  of  this  ageare  fertil- 
ized liy  the  hulls  an<l  leave  the  islands  in  the  fall  i)regnant. 

In  watching  the  seals  while  swimming  abont  the  islands  I  have  seen 

cases  where  they  appeared  to  be  co]»ulating  in  the  water,  but  I  am  cer- 

...  ,  ,  tain,  even  if  this  was  the  case,  that  the  i)roi)agation  of 

I  roitic^Di  loll  i*iiti('t('n  7  M        1.     n 

oni.v  on  hiii.i.  the  s]H'cies  is  not  as  a  rule  effected  in  this  way,  the 

natural  and  usual  maimer  of  coition  being  upon  land. 
On  returning  fl.i-  third  year  the  young  male  goes  again  upon  the  haul- 
ing grounds  and  t!'e  female  to  the  rookeries  where  she  brings  forth  one 
l»np.  Fiom  this  time  until  she  is  between  V2  and  10  years  of  age  she 
continues  to  bear  one  pw])  annually.  Under  my  direction  microsco])ic 
examinations  weic  made  of  the  feunde  rejtroductive  organs,  which 
showed  that  sonu;  of  the  older  females  had  borne  at  least  eleven  to  thir- 
teen pups. 

VVlien  the  male  seal  returns  after  his  sixtli  or  seventh  migTation  he 
goes  to  tiie  breeding  r(»okerics,  and,  if  he  is  able,  be- 
comes master  of  a  harem  with  the  title  of  "seecatch." 
lie  arrives  now  at  the  ishnuls  during  the  month  of  May  and  after  re- 
]»catcd  battles  obtains  a  place  upon  the  breeding  grounds.  He  remains 
there  about  three  m(mths,  that  is,  during  the  rutting  season,  without 
eating  or  drinking,  never  leaving  his  position.  Here  he  gathers  abont 
him  as  many  cows  as  he  is  able  to  i>lace  within  the  radius  of  the  area 
<'onti<»llcd  by  him;  the  average  seen  at  one  time  while  1  was  on  the 
islands  was  from  tilteen  to  twenty  to  a  bull;  but  as  the  cows  were  con- 
stantly going  to  and  conung  from  the  water  it  is  impossible  to  calculate 
a<'«'uratcly  the  nund)er  to  a  harem.  J'robably  not  all  the  cows  belong- 
ing to  a  bull  were  on  shore  at  any  one  time;  and  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  a  bull  could  if  necessary  serve  seventy  live  to  a  hundred  cows 
during  a,  season. 

1  am  satisfied  the  i)riiu'ii)al  food  of  the  fur  seal  is  fish.    Huring  the 
sumnu'r  fish  are  i)ractically  unknown  about  the  is- 
lands, but  they  abound  in  great  (piantities  in  all  ])art8 
of  iiering  Sea,  30  U*  40  ndies  from  the  islands,    'i'his  fact  canu'-  to  my 
knowledge  during  my  eighteen  years' whaling  experience  in  that  local- 
ity.    1  do  not  think  the  male  seals  of  any  class  feed  to  any  extent  while 
h>cated  at  the  islands,  but  the  f'enmles  are  absent  more  or  less  of  the 
time  in  seaich  of  food. 
By  my  observation  I  am  convinced  that  a  seal  can  swim  more  rapidly 
than  auv  s]»ecies  of  fish,  and  I  believe  that  a  female 
'  could  leave  tlu'  islands,  go  to  a  fishing  ground  100 

miles  distant  imd  easily  return  the  satne  day.  1  think  seals  can  with- 
out dilhculty  swim  10,  15,  or  even  20  miles  an  hour  for  several  hours 
at  a  time. 
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r  liavo  iMillK'r  nbscivcd  tlic  fact  tliiit  Itnlis  have  a  toiHlciicy  to  rctiini 
t(»tlu'!saiiH' place  on  tli<' same  rookery  year  alter  year.  One  bull  in  par- 
ticiiliir,  which  1  kn«^\v  iVoni  his  peculiarities,  returned  to  the  same  rock 
Ibr  live  seasons. 

Duriu},'  my  observation  only  one  class  of  bachelor  seals  on  the  islands 
showed  any  deliciency  in  numbers,  and  1  accounted  lor  this  fact  in  my 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  Sejttendjer  o,  J.S72,  from 
wiiich  I  ([uote:  "The  weatln-r,  altliou<;h  excessivi'ly 
Ibo^^V  and  disa^^reeable  to  the  residents  of  the  islands,  J-i^ij'  "''  "'""b''''''- 
has  i)eenesi)ecially  favorable  to  tiieyounji'  seals.  If  is 
also  observable  that  a  larj-i-r  nundjerof  yeailinjrsor  last  year  pups  than 
usual  have  returned  to  the  islands  the  present  seasiui.  There  is  now 
oidy  a  deli«'iency  of  one  class,  that  of  the  four  and  live  year  old  seals. 
This  is  clearly  traceable  to  the  Ibllowing  causes:  Durin;;'  the  season  of 
]S(I8  there  were  killed  on  b(»th  islaiuls  L*LM>,(K)0  aninnds  Ibr  their  skins, 
and  in  the  seas<ni  of  KS(»il,  S.l, (»(»(>  tor  their  skins.  At  that  tinu?  the  rela- 
tive value  of  the  si/«'s  or  a^-es  of  the  skins  was  not  understood,  and  all 
the  skins  bein^'  paid  tor  at  the  same  j)riee,  the  natives  who  were  (pii^'k 
to  jierceive  the  ditterence  between  takinj--  a  small  skin  and  a  larjic  one 
and  i'arryin^i'  it  to  the  salt  lM)uses,  killed  all  the  yearlinjjs  they  «!ould; 
these  were  the  i)roducts  of  1>S(»7  and  1S(!S.  These  were  sent  forward  in 
ISTO  to  market  and  overstocke<l  it  with  small  skins.  This  created  a 
dennnid  for  larj>er  skins,  and  the  Alaska  Conunercial  Company  in 
structed  their  aj-j'nts  to  take  all  the  larjje  skins  possible  in  1S71 ;  this 
was  done  and  as  nniny  4  and  5  year  old  seals  as  <'ould  be  taken.  This 
ajiain  fell  on  the  already  dinunished  jtroduct  of  LStiTaiul  IStiH.  When 
tiiese  were  sent  to  nmrket  they  were  ibund  too  old,  and  now  the  i)ioi)er 
ine<lium  beinjf  ascertained  the  seals  will  be  selected  aecordin^ly," 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  killinp-  in  1<S(!S  was  done  by  un- 
authori/ed  persons  Iselbre  the  Government  coidd  arran};e  for  the  pro- 
tection of  th(^  rookeries.     From  187(^  uj)  to  the  time  1 
left  the  islands  in  LS77,  the  females,  of  which  I  made  as      ^'"■''''••'*''- 
careful  a  calculation  as  is  possibles  by  measurinf-'  the  areas  covered  by 
the  breedinji'  rookeries,  increased  from  -4  to  5  ])er  cent  annually. 

The  whole  time  I  was  there  there  was  an  ample  supply  of  full-j-rown 
vifjonms  nniles  suflicient  for  servin{»'  all  the  females  on 
tiie  islands,  and  every  year  a  surplus  of  vi,ii(U'ous  bulls  j.  sinii.  u  ncy  ..r  male 
could  always  be  found  ab<mt  the  rookeries  awaitinjy  an 
opiHirtunity  to  usurp  the  place  of  some  old  oi'  W(»undcd  bull,  unable 
lon.yer  to  nniintain  his  ])lace  on  the  bieediiifi'  fiiounds.  J  slauild  except 
from  this  j;eneral  statement  the  seasons  of  187.'}  and  to  lS7o  when  the 
destruction  of  young  males  in  ISOS  and  the  error  made  by  tlu^  company 
under  their  misap])rehension  as  to  the  character  of  skins  to  be  taken  for 
market,  perceptibly  affected  the  males  on  the  breedinjH'  <;rounds.  It  is 
not  certain  that  the  fertilizinj;'  of  the  females  was  thereby  attected  and 
this  gap  was  tilled  up  and  from  this  time  on  there  was  at  all  times  not 
only  a  sutliciency  but  a  surplus  of  nude  life  for  bi'eedinjn'  i»urposes. 

The  iiu-rease  in  female  lile  was  readily  determined  l)yn(dicinij  annually 
the  lines  of  demarkation  of  Hm^  breeding  piiainds  anion g 
the  rocks,  and  also  from  tlie  fact  that  many  lanes  ''"''■c"8''- 
tiirough  tlu'  breeding  rookeries  to  the  hauling  grounds,  left  by  the  old 
males  for  the  use  of  the  bacludors,  which  existed  in  1H70,  wei-e  entirely 
closed  up  by  the  breeders  in  LS77,  aiul  the  bachelor  seals  were  con)i)elled 
to  haul  out  on  the  sand  beaches.  Another  i)roof  of  this  increase  was 
the  fact  that  in  1870  the  breeding  seals  conliued  themselves  to  tbe 
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hIioith  «;oven'<l  with  broken  lockH,  but  in  1.S77  the  jironw  litul  inorniscd 
to  Huch  ail  «'xteiit  that  a  <'onsi«b'iable  jn'irciitanc  of  tlu'  bnu'dnig  sealu 
(ixt«'ii«b'(l  out  onto  the  HaiMi  bcachiH,  which  before  tliey  had  earofully 
avoi(b'd,  for  n-asouK  1  have  heretofore  stated. 

Tlie  pups  oil  the  rookeries  were  fat  and  liealthy,  and  while  I  was  on 

the  ishmds  no  e]>ideniic  disease  ever  ai>peared  anionp:  tlieiii,  nor  did  tiie 

natives  hav«  stories  of  an  epidenii*;  ever  destroying  them.     A  dead 

pup  was  rarely  seen,  the  «lead  beint;  a  small  fra<rtioii 

I)o«.1,.nim«  rarity,    ^^j.  j  ^^^j.  ^.^.^^^  ^^^  ^j^^  ^^.j^^^,^.  miUlber   of   pups.      1    do    Uot 

think  while  1  was  there  I  saw  in  any  (Uie  season  lil'ty  <leiid  pups  on  the 
rookeries,  and  the  majority  of  dea<l  jnips  were  alon;;'  the  sliore,  having 
been  killed  by  the  surf. 

I  )uring  the  entire  time  1  was  upon  the  islands  the  most  stringent  regu- 
lations were  always  entbreed  in  relation  to  disturbing  the  rookeries  in 

any  way.  The  use  of  tirearms  during  tiie  season  the 
forM.ui'n'mHH^^^^^^^^^      Seals  Were  upon  the  islands  was  tbrbid<leii,  and  this  was 

entbreed  by  taking  possession  of  the  guns  of  the  natives 
or  by  removing  the  loeks  and  retaining  tli'jm  until  the  close  of  the  sea- 
son; also  all  dogs  were,  in  18(59  or  1870,  destroyed  on  the  islands,  and 
no  others  were  allowed  to  be  brought  here. 

The  driving  and  killing  of  the  baehelor  seals  was  always  carried  on 
in  the  most  careful  manner,  and  during  my  stay  upon  the  islands  there 

was  pra«'tically  no  injury  caused  to  seal  lifebyover- 
^  |i)nviiiK  mid  xiii-  ji-jyijig^  j,,,,]  after  187;?,  when  horses  and  mules  were 

introdueed  by  the  lessees  to  transport  the  skins,  the 
seals  were  not  driven  as  far,  killing  grounds  being  established  near  the 
hauling  grounds  and  the  loss  by  overdriving  was  reduced  to  the  frac- 
.  .  tion  of  1  per  cent,    liedriving  of  the  growing  males 

'""^"'^'  from  the  various  hauling  grounds  was  made  at  inter- 

vals of  seveial  days,  and  did  not  cause  them  any  injury,  and  I  am 
thoroughly  satistied  that  there  was  not  a  single  instance  in  which  the 
virility  of  a  male  seal  was  destroj-ed  or  impaired  by  rediiving. 

J n  all  cases,  at  suitable  intervals  and  before  driving  to  the  killing 
grounds,  the  herd  was  halted  and  the  males  of  5  years  old  or  older  were 
allowed  to  escape.  Females  were  never  driven,  except  in  a  few  cases 
where  a  barren  one  liad  hauled  i\\>  with  the  bachelors,  but  I  do  not 
tliink  in  ten  thousand  females  there  is  one  barren. 

The  general  methods  emjdoyed  under  American  rule  were  far  su- 

,  ,  iterior  to  those  of  the  liussians,  as  will  be  readily  un- 

imui    iimi.r  Aiii.-ii-  dcrstood  tioiii  the  following  tacts. 

' ""  "'"""'•  When  1  first  visited  the  seal  islandsin  1 868  the  natives 

were  living  in  semi  subterranean  houses  built  of  turf  and  such  jjiecesof 

driftwood  and  whale  bones  as  they  were  able  to  secure  on 
ciKiiiioiioiiiativoM  the  beach.    Their  food  had  been  prior  to  that  time  in- 

sutticit'iit  in  variety,  and  was  comprised  of  seal  meat 

and  a  few  «>tlier  arti(!les,  furnished  in  meager  quantity 
by  the  liussian  Fur  Company.  They  had  no  fuel,  and  depended  tor  heat 
ni)on  the  crowding  together  in  their  turf  houses,  sleeping  in  the  dried 
grasses  secured  upon  the  islands.  Forced  to  live  under  these  condi- 
tions they  e(Uild  not  of  «'ourse  make  progress  towards  <;ivi ligation. 
There  were  no  facilities  for  transporting  the  skins.  They  were  carried 
on  the  ba(;ks  of  the  natives,  entailing  great  labor  and  hardship,  and  by 
reason  of  these  tedious  methods  the  taking  of  the  auniial  catch  was 
extended  over  a  number  of  months,  being  a  continual  source  of  moles- 
tation to  the  hauling  seals. 
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<;eivod  bv  Inv   .  ^  :■     '}  "''**"  ""  «q".'>I  <o(,t  .    ,?  /i    ^l'*^^''''"nsof  their 
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In  'Hlclition  ;;;;',// '^;;*;;Vn;'na«enH>„t:'''"^*^^^^^^^^       to  thi  seal 

9^ '.X:'t;;!--:£^1^^  ««  previously 

'^f  the  A,  Jis/  e,  S  ed '7^  l^''^-^"^^'!  ->ndiUon  aid  Sin"'  ^^'"V"''  ^^''^" 
-This  idone  cnornion^l^r  .^  i       ,  ^    ^  ^"  thirty 
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Deposition  of  Jonrph  Sfanhy  Jlrmni,  f/rolofiisf  in  the  U.  S.  Geological  Sur- 
vei/  <(Htl  sjurial  at/ent  of  the  Treasury, 

IIAHITS    AND   IIUOKERIES. 

DiSTllTOT    OV   COI.IMIMA, 

City  of  Washiiujton,  us: 

Josepli  Stanley  I»i'o\vii,  bcinji'  duly  sworn,  doposos  and  says:  I  am  3(5 
years  oliij;e;  am  a  citi/eiiol"  the  United  States;  reside 
8  p(M'iVi'j"r!n't''"'   ""  ill  Mentor,  Ohio;  am  'oy  |»rotessioii  a  {^eolo^i'ist,  and  as 
snch  am  em|)h)yed  in  tlie  U.  S.  (leoh)gi('al  Survey. 
In  April,  1S!M,  I   was  ordered  by  the  honorable  the  Scei'etary  of  the 
Int<'rior,  to  whose  diicction  the  oHieers  of  the  (ieolo^ieal  Survey  are 
snbjeet,  to  report  to  tlu!  honorable  the  Seiaetary  of  the  Treasury  per- 
sonally for  special   service.     This  J  did,  and  on  the  27th  of  that  month 
1  received  from  the  latteia  tem])orary  appointment  as  special  ayent. 
On  May  4  1  was  ^iven  instructions  to  visit  the  Pribilof  Islands,  for 
th(i  i)urposc  of  stndyiu};-  the  seal  life  found  thereon, 
witli  a  view  to  ])rocurinj;'  full  ami  ac<'urate  information, 
not  only  as  to  its  i)resent  }X<'neral  condition,  but  also  morespe(!ifically  as 
to  any  increaseor  diminution  of  the  seal  herd  that  makes  its  home  ui)on 
tlKMsIands.     1  was  further  instructed,  should  J  tindthat  change  had  oc- 
curred, to  in(|uii'e  carefully  into  its  relative  amount  and  the  causes  lead- 
ing thereto.     JMy  duties  were  in  no  way  conne«'ted  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the   islands,  but  1  was  left  free  to  make  as  exhaustive  and 
comprehensive  an  examination  of  seal  life  on  the  islands  as  the  time  at 
my  disposal  would  permit. 

In  accordance  with  my  instructions  I  ]>ro('eeded  to  San  Francisco 
„  .  and  on  the  L'Tth  day  of  May  sailed  for  Bering  Sea  on  the 
(j  lilted  States  I'cvcnue  steamer  Rush.  J  he  hushnr- 
rived  at  St.  (leoige  Island  on  .luiie  Ktli  andat  St.  Paul  on  the  following 
day.  I  entered  immediately  upon  the  work  assigned  me  and  continued 
it  interruptedly  until  September  22,  when  the  h'ush  returned  to  Sau 
Francisco,  arriving  there  on  October  2. 

<  )f  i  heonehuiidred  and  tliirty  daysde\ oted  to  field  investigation  eighty 
Siiiici'snf   infi.niiii-  Were  givcii  to  the  two  islands  and  tifty  spent  at  sea  in 
<'""•  iiialciiig  the  voyage  to  and  from  San  Francisco  and  in 

cruising  in  the  vicinity  of  (he  IMihilof  Islands.  This  cruising  carried 
me  as  far  north  as  the  island  of  St.  ^Matthew  andof  J^funivak,  and  gave 
me  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  villagesofAkutan,  IJnalaska,  Makushin, 
JIasliega,  andClieniofsky,  on  tlie  Aleutian  chain.  Thus  by  field  invc^s- 
ligation,  by  cinisiiig,  as  well  as  by  seeking  information  from  tliost^ 
(lualiliecl  by  tlu'ir  calling  to  give  it,  I  sought  to  familiarize  myself  with 
the  seal  question  in  all  its  i»iiases. 

In  the  ]»rosecutioii  of  my    iivestigations  I  deemed  it  desirable  to  pho- 
tograph all  I  he  rookeries  often  from  two  jiositions;  to 
make  a  general  topographic  sur\'ey  of  both   islands  on 
a  scale  of  !   mile  to  the  inch  and  to  prejiare  detailed 
charts  of  the  rookeries  upon  tlu'  unusually  large  scale  of  2(»t  feet  to  the 
f  .,     ,     inch.     In  carrving  out  this  woik  1  examiiu'd  theentiro 
mill  .iiiuiH  of  ickri--   snore  lines  ol  Nt.  I  aiil  and  St.  deorge,  and  there  ks  not 
'""■  an  area  oi"  a  mile  scpian^  upon  eithei'  that  1  have  not 

traversed  nor  a  square  Iiuiidred  feet  upon  a  rookery  (hat  I  have  not  re- 
jx'ate  lly  inspected.  Tlieclose  attention  to  topographic; Ibrms demanded 
in  platting  rookeries  with  so  much  minutiMiess  and  the 
m.Vin'I'iiuii'''''^  *''''''"  care  reipiired  in  selecting  the  best  i)ositions  to  secure 
])liotograplis  inevitably  drew  me  in  close  contact  with 
seal  life  and  greatly  increased  my  opj)ortunities  to  study  it.    There  was 
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hiirdly  si  day  in  wliicli  I  did  notliave  ii  chance  to  exainino  the  rookeries 
iiiid  observe  rooki-ry  life  in  its  varied  tonus.  In  all  my  work  u)>on 
tlie  islands  1  "was  constantly  attended  by  native  Aleuts,  who  assisted 
ill  transportiiij;'  my  itistrnnients  and  other  impediiiieiita.  Several  of 
these  could  speak  fair  Eiij^lish.  Our  iiitim  ite  daily  iclations,  which  ex- 
tended over  nearly  tiiree  nioiiths,  were  under  conditions  tliat  offered 
neither  incentive  to  secrecy  nor  to  «lece[»tioii,  and,  while  their  general 
views  on  and  theory  of  seal  life  are  to  be  received  with  caution,  they 
are  keen  observers  of  little  details,  and  from  them,  their  friends,  and 
old  Russian  records  on  the  islands  1  received  many  valuable  hints  of 
a  natural  history  and  historical  character. 

This  little  ;ii'onp  of  islets,  consistinji',  in  the  order  of  their  niaj:iiitnde, 
of  St.  rani.  St.  ( Jeoree,  Otter,  and  Walrus  islands.  \vci«'      ,    ,  , 
created  in  the  shallow  waters  ot  JJering-  oea  by  volcanic 
aii'cncy.    Oiitp(»ur  ui>on  outpour  of  basaltic  lava  j»ave  to  St.  Paul  low- 
lyiiiff  sea  niavj-ins  which  the  waves  and  ice  jjround  into      •»  i.    i  i  , 
liowlders,  jiebldcs.  and  sand,  and  distributed  into  lonji' 
reaches  of  sandy  sluu-e  at  several  points.    The  island  lies  to  day,  except 
for  tliese  minor  (^hanjics,  just  as  it  was  created.     Ciitfs  are  infrequent 
and  there  arc  from  L't!  (o  2")  miles  of  alternatii)};"  areas  of  sand,  rocrky 
Icdj^es,  and  bowlder-covered  shores  that  could  be  made  available,  did 
an  expandinji'  herd  demand  it,  for  the  uses  of  tiie  seal.     About  'M  or  .'i8 
miles  to  the  southeast  lies  the  second  largest  of  the      ^.,  ,,         .  ,    , 
juritup,  St.  Geor<;e,  which,  thouj-h  formed  in  the  same 
jnaniier  as  its  neighbor,  has  nevertheless  been  somodiliedby  orographic 
movement  as  to  Ibrm  a  srr<nig  connast  to  it  topographically.     Bold, 
toweling  cliffs  are  the  rule,  low-lying  shores  are  rare,  and  it  can  boast 
of  only  about  0  or  8  miles  of  really  satisfactory  rookery  space  ahtng 
tiie  entire  sea  front.     As  a  natural  result  St.  I'anl  can  and  <loes  support 
a  far  greater  seal  i)oi)ulation  tlian  St.  (iieoige. 

'file  greatest  lengtli  of  either  of  these  islands  would  be  covered  by  12 
miles,  while  (J  would  easilv  si»an  them  at  their  widest     ,..      ,..  ,    , 

.    '     ,..,  1    ,,.     1  '  •    1  I        ji         1-  1  i    /.         Size  ol  i.s1iiiiil<i. 

]);\vt.    Otter  and  \\  alius  islands,  the  former  about  (» 

miles  to  the  southward  and  the  latter  about  7  miles  to  the  eastward  of 

St.  I'aul,  are  mere  rocky  remnants  and   now  play  no 

]iai't  as  breeding  grounds  for  the  seal,  and  it  is  (|iies- 

tioiiable  if  tliey  <'\er  did.     The  islands  are  far  removed 

from  other  land  areas,  tln^  nearest  ])oint  on  the  Aleutian  Archipelago 

lying  LMIO  miles  to  the  southward. 

flic  meteorologic  conditions  in  these  latitudes  are  such  that  fogs  and 
mists  hang  so  contimionsly  over  the  land  and  water  as 
t(t  make  navigation  very  uncertain  and  dangcr(»us.  So  ,iiH,',',',!,''" "'"'""  '""' 
all  enveloping  are  these  vapors  that  it  is  often  impossi- 
ble to  sec  the  shore  a  (inartcr  of  a  mile  distant,  and  so  fickle  are  the 
fogs  and  mists  that  1  ascemlcil  l!(tgaslov,  the  central  cone  of  the  island 
of  St.  Paul,  five  times  before  1  could  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  hills  iinme- 
(liately  surrounding  it,  and  this,  too,  when  each  occasion  was  selected 
tor  its  pitMiiise  of  clcai  ncss.  The  temperature  of  the  warm  season  av«a'- 
agcs  about  15°  or  ,')0^,  and,  though  no  trees  grow  n]toii  the  islands,  the 
excfssive  humidity  is  so  favorable  for  grasses,  flowers,  and  other  herb- 
age that  they  giow  with  a  rajiidity  and  flourish  with  a  luxuriance  dilll- 
ciilt  to  realize  and  unknown  in  th<^  north  temperate  zone. 

Mi\\)y  e\i)lanations  have  been   offered  of  the  seals  having  selected 
these  islands  as  their  home.     My  observation  does  not    „ 
enable  me  to  state  their  reason  f(U'  having  done  so,  but 
the  fact  remains  substantiated  by  my  exjierinee  and  that  of  all  others 
of  whom  inquiries  were   made  that  these  remote,  rock-bound,  fog- 
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(Iroiiclu'd  isliiiuls  aro  the  clioseii  resort  of  the  fnrbearinjj  seal  (Callo- 
rhiinis  iirsiiiKs).  Tlie  iriorejiijijicd  iiiid  iri<'j;iilar  tlie  lava  fVaf>in(riitstliat 
cover  tile  shore,  the  more  coiitiimous  the  dreiiehiiiji'  they  reeeiv<^  from 
tlie  moisture-laden  atmosphere,  the  better  the  seals  seem  to  like  it. 
Is'either  from  personal  observation,  irom  in(|'iiriesof  the  natives  on  the 
islands  and  the  vilhipes  of  the  Aleutian  ehaiu,  nor  from  questioning 
seafaring  men,  who,  by  opportunity  for  observation  and  general  intel- 
ligence, were  competent  to  infoini  me,  could  I  learn  of  any  other  land 
ar<'a  ever  having  been  selected  by  this  herd  of  fur-seal  for  its  residence 
and  for  the  peri)etnation  of  its  sju'cies. 

I  learned  that  fur-seals  of  the  species  Callorhiruin  ursinuit  do  breed 

and  haul  out  at  the  Commander  Ishnuls  and  Itobbin 

(',.imnan.irirsiaiHi»  ]^»j.pf  |),it  thc  stateiiieiits  made  to  me  were  unanimous 

that  tlu'y  are  a  se|)arate  herd,  the  pelt  ot    which  js 

readily  distinguisliable  ironj  that  of  the  Pribilof  herd,  and  that  the 

two  herds  do  not  intermingle. 

As  a  result  of  the  volcanic  origin  of  the  islands  their  shores  are,  with 

,    .  few   excei>tious,   either  made   up  of   bowhler  strewn 

lava  ledges  or  covered  by  Jagged  fragments  of  basalt 

of  all  sizes,  the  shai])  e<lges  of  which  are  only  slightly  worn   by  the 

seals'  tiii)pers  or  more  comj»letely  rounded  by  the  waves  at  the  water's 

edge.     There  are  a  few^  true  sa ml  beaches;  occasional  level  areas  are 

found  at  the  l>ack  of  the  rookeries,  and  in  s(»me  places  between  the 

rock  masses  com])aratively  smooth  inters])aces  occur,  but  even  the 

level  ])ortions  referied  to  must  be  reached  by  crossing  a  wide  belt  of 

bowlders  of  all  sizes  that  have  been  ]nislie(l  landward  by  the  waves 

and  by  the  ice  which  aiiuually  surrounds  the  islands.     It  is  upon  siu-h 

shores  tiiat  thc  seal  "■rookeries'' are  located.     Of  the  ruggedness  of 

these  shores  or  of  the  irregularity  and  confusion  of  the  lava  blocks 

that  c(»vcr  them  it  is  diiVicuIt  to  tbrni  a  jncture,  but  it  is  in  a  measure 

indicated  in  the  acconii»anyiiig  i»hotograi)hs. 

A  lookery  tlms  jd'csents  two  distinct  features  structuially,  Avhile 
from  tlie  standpoint  of  the  seal  life  tlu'reoii  there  are 
iip'"im^^^^^^^^        ''' "'    iifi'i''"  tiie  two  Avell  recognized  divisions  of  "breeding 
grounds''  and  "hauling  grounds."     The  word  "rook- 
ery" is  a  gciH'iai  oiicand  includes  the  s]iecitic  terms  "breeding  grounds" 
and  "'liiiMling  grounds." 

In  gi'neiiii  and  by  ])reference  the  more  rocky  areas  are  selected  by 
the  females  as  '•  breeding  grounds,"  and  here,  of  course,  the  breeding 
bulls  aie  found:  while  the  young,  immature  males  or  ba<'helor  seals  are 
relegated  to  the  adjacent  sandy  shores  or  smoother  spaces  at  the  rear 
oftiie  rookeries  for  their  "hauling  gnmnds." 

<  )ver  these  massesof  rock  the  females  scramble  and  stumble  duiing  the 
entire  breeding  season,  and  in  luiiintaining  the  control  of  his  household 
the  bull  (liishes  here  and  there,  striking  repeatedly  against  the  shaip 
edges  oC  the  rocks  with  a  force  that  to  the  onlooker  would  seem  to 
tln'Ciiten  his  life. 

At  no  time  during  ISOl  Avas  there  other  than  the  greatest  care  exer- 
cised in  in'otectingthe  breeding  gnuinds  from  intrusi(»n 
or  molestation,  precantmns  being  taken  that  to  a  novice 
would  seem  excessive;  nor  ccuild  1  liiid  by  the  most  diligent  incjuiry 
aiiKuig  the  natives  that  there  had  been  any  deviation  from  these  rules 
since  the  American  occupancy  of  the  islands,  nor  during  that  time  had 
there  been  the  killing  of  a  lemale  seal  save  by  tlu'  rarest  accident. 

The  "hauling  grounds"  of  the  y<niiig  bachelors,  which  is  usually 
somewhat  removed  from  the  "  breeding  grounds,"  is  the  only  portion  of 
a  rookery  upon  which  any  mtrusiou  is  permitted. 
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An  inspection  of  tlio,  fjiMicral  nia|>  of  St.  Paul  Fsland  will  sliow  that 
tlierci  i>re  nowexistinj;  tlicicim  prat'tically  ten  r«M»k«'iie.s,  some  of  wiiicli, 
however,  eoaleHee. 

The.se  rockeries  are:  Noitheast  l'(>iiit,  Little  Pohi- 
vlua,  lii^'  L'olavina,  Lukannon,  Ketavie,  lie('f,(iarl>ot<;h, 
lia},'oon,  Tolstoi,  Zai>a<lnie. 

I'pon  tlie  island  of  St.  (leorjje  it  will  be  seen  that 
tliere  are  five  rookei  ies:  (Jreat  Kast,  Little  ICast,  North, 
Starry  Arteel,  Zapadnie. 

Shoreward  tiie  limit  of  a  hreedinj;  rookery  is  sometimes  defined  jy 
topographic  conditions,  as  in  the  eas(^  of  a  blnlf,  but  ^.  .,  ^ 
the  seal  lite  pre.sent  \\\  any  om^  year  npon  tiit^  breednijx 
i;'r«mnd  is  the  true  standard  for  tin;  determination  of  boundaries. 
r|»on  the  lar}>e  scale  charts  A,  H,  (',  J),  10,  F,  (r,  IT,  I,  J,  K,  will  b«» 
seen  the  approximate  areas  oeenpi<'d  as  ••hreedin}?  ffnuinds"  in  lSi>l, 
as  observed  by  me,  while  the  areas  feu*  certain  previous  years  have  been 
indicated  by  other  observers. 

The  area  of  a  "haulinjj  ground"  is  an  ever-c'hanging  quantity,  Init 
riie  h)cality  at  which  bachelor  seals  hauled  in  l)S!)l  and  the  approximate 
ureas  hauled  over  is  also  indicated  on  the  charts. 

The  seals  which  make  their  \\o\\w.  upon  the  I'ribilof  Islands  are 
I'cadily  thrown  into  five  {••eneral  gnmps.  (1)  The  breed- 
iiij,Mnales  or  bulls,  (i')  The  breeding  females.  (\S)  The  oj.;''"'"'''-  n^"  k""'|"' 
immature  males  or  bachelor  seals.  (4)  Virgin  females, 
and  (5)  The  pups.  Each  has  its  own  time  of  arrival,  each  its  separate 
career  on  the  islands,  and  each  its  season  tor  the  annual  expedition  into 
tlu'  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  records  kept  upon  the  islands  concerning  the  arrival  of  seals 
show  that  in  the  last  days  of  April  or  first  days  of  Miy 
the  bulls  begin  to  make  their  appearaiuie.  The  first 
arrival  on  St.  Paul  in  1871  was  on  May  4,  in  IS!)()  on  April  20.  In  the 
year  187()  the  unusual  fact  ai)pears  in  the  re(!ord  that  a  large  inimber  of 
bulls  were  in  the  waters  about  the  island  on  February  I.").  About  <me 
month  after  the  arrival  of  the  bulls  or  in  the  first  days 
of  June  the  females  begin  toap])ear.  In  18!)I  the  max- 
imum of  daily  arrivals  was  reached  from  June  L'4  to  L'8. 
arrivals  of  bulls  and  females  but  rather  closely  follow- 
ing the  bulls,  come  the  bachelors;  those  immature  young  j^^^f^' 
niales  which  furnish  the  skins  of  commence.  Tlie  na- 
tives after  the  long  winter  are  eager  for  fresh  meat  and  it  is  usually 
possible  to  make  drives  of  theai  for  food  not  later  than  May  lo,  and 
sometimes  from  a  week  to  ten  days  earlier. 

The  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  virgin  cows  is  not  easy  to  determine, 
but  from  my  observation  my  i)resent  com-lusion  is  that 
they  arrive  with  the  cows  ami  for  a  while  spend  their 
time  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  adjacent  to  the  rookery 
margin. 

The  birth  of  the  pups  is  nearly  synchronous  with 
the  arrival  of  the  motliers. 

Upon  reaching  the  islands  in  early  June  I  found  th.at  the  bulls,  iu 
accordance  with  their  habit  had  not  only  preempted         jj 
their  claims  upon  the  breeding  grounds  but  were  well 
established  in  their  possession.     Being  polygamous  each  bull  seeks  to 
gather  around  himself  as  many  cows  as  possible  to  form     .        ^    „ 
what  has  ap])roi)riately  been  called  his  "harem."    Here         """"" 
and  there  at  wide  intervals  a  few  cows  were  already  to  be  seen  beside 
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tliein  but  at  no  time  duriiifj  the  .season  were  tno  rookorieH  free  from  the 
eontentionot'thif  iiiiilesthat  .son^^lit  hyt-oaxin^^'orthett  to  procure  I'emaleH 
with  which  to  increase  their  harems,  and  t'roiii  tht^  timt;  I  hindetl  until  the 
ch)se  of  .Inly  no  master  of  ii  harem  abandoiu'ii  his  position  to  procure 
either  food  or  water.  These  bulls  diirinj;"  the  breeding  season  wcretlio 
embodimtMd,  of  ferocity  and  at  no  time  did  1  see  one  of  them  that  would 
iu)t  instantly  and  tit^-cely  resist  any  enttroatrhment  upttn  his  territory 
whether  it  wert^  made  by  his  neijilibor  or  by  man.  Atnotinuiwoiiid  a  bull 
fail  to  scramltle  across  the  rocks  or  course  rapidly  around  his  harem  to 
coerce  a  rebellious  or  descrtiii"''  consort.  The  creature  that  can  exist 
without  nourishment  for  eiji'hty  or  ninety  days  while 
subject  to  the  fiicatest  i)hysical  exertion  and  strain 
must  possess  a  vitality  unsurpassed  by  any  other  member  of  the  ani 
mal  kin{,'(h)m  and  must  be(iueath  to  its  olfsprinjjc  even  in  their  imma- 
turity an  unusual  capacity  Ibr  endurance. 

From  my  observation  as  to  the  vitality  of  nude  seals  I  believe  that  it 
is  difficult  to  determine  with  absolutt;  accuracy  the  capacity  of  the  bull 
for  rookery  service,  as  it  must  in  larj>e  measure  depend  npon  the  per- 
sonal equation  of  the  individual,  but  1  am  nevertheless  of  the  opinion 
that  a  conservative  estimate  would  1  e  that  he  coidd  serve  without  dif- 
licidty  at  least  one  cow  i)er  tlay  tluriiijn'  his  stay  upon  the  rookery.  Pos- 
sibly the  best  results  would  not  be  achieved  thereby,  but  this  cai)acity 
taken  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  yoiiiif;'  males  persistently  seek 
their  oi>portunities  upon  the  rookery  nmr;{ins  and  at  the  water's  edj^e 
durinjj  the  entire  season  leaves  no  doubt  in  niy  mind  that  no  breeding;' 
female  leaves  the  island  unimpregnated.  This  view  is  further  borne 
out  by  the  fattt  that  in  the  tirst  days  of  rookery  life  I  repeatedly  counted 
groups  of  fennUe  seals  by  the  side  of  each  of  which  lay  her  ])up. 

The  number  of  females  which  a  bull  is  able  to  gather  around  him  to 

form  his  harem,  depending  as  it  does  in  some  measure 

a  i^ami'i" '  "^  ^""'* '"   "po"  topograpliic condil  ions,  may  be  represented  by  the 

extremes  of  one  and  seventy-live.    The  average  nnmber 

of  last  year  was  about  twenty  or  twenty  live.     LTnusually  large  harems 

were  infretiuent. 

The  abundance  of  nude  life  for  .service  upim  the  rookeries  was  evi- 
denced by  the  number  of  young  bulls  which  coutiniuilly  sought  lodg- 
ment upon  the  breeding  grounds. 

It  is  higiily  improbable  that  the  rookeries  have  ever  sustained  any 
injury  from  insuttlcient  service  on  the  part  of  the  males, 
propSt'i^,."'"''" ''"''  f«»»"  ii"y  "»iile  that  did  not  possess  sidlicient  vitality  for 
su.stained  potency  would  inevitably  be  dei)rived  of  his 
harem  by  either  his  neighbor  or  .some  lusty  young  asjuiant,  and  this 
dispossession  would  be  rendered  the  more  (;ertain  by  the  dish»yalty  of 
his  <!onsorts. 

Pelagic  coition  I  believe  to  be  impossible.  The  process  upon  land 
by  reason  of  the  formation  <»f  the  genital  organs  is  that 
possibfj."  "'""""  """  of  a  mammal;  is  violent  in  character,and  consumes  from 
five  to  eight  minutes.  Tlu;  relative  .sizes  of  the  male 
and  female  are  so  dispro])ortionate  that  coitus  in  the  water  would  inev- 
itably submerge  the  female  and  require  tliat  she  remain  under  water 
longer  than  would  be  possible  to  such  an  amphibian.  I  have  sat  upon 
the  clifl's  for  hours  ami  watched  seals  beneath  me  at  i)lay  in  the  clear 
water.  It  is  true  that  many  of  their  antics  might  be  mistaken  for  copu- 
lation by  a  (careless  observer,  and  this  nniyhave  given  rise  to  the  theory 
ofl)elagic  coition.  I  have  lu'ver  .seen  a  case  of  the  many  observed 
which  upon  the  facts  could  properly  be  so  construed. 
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When  the  sj'iison  is  over  t!i«^  hulls,  now  iciIikmmI  in  wcijiht,  lltui  their 
way  t«»  the  sea  lor  re;  iiiicriitioii. 

Sly  observation  inis  bt'cn  that  the  feniiUe  seal,  luoniptedby  theuniter- 
nal  instini^t,  lan<ls,  chooses  by  pref't'ienee  the  rocky 
shore,  and  is  permitted  a  ceitiiin  ainoiiiit  ortVcedoni  in 
•^oinfj  her  way  until  Just  tin'  place  most  to  lier  lii\in<;  is  toiuid,  but  when 
onee  i)artui'ition  is  (M)n)pleted  slie  tlieii,  beiiij;-  of  necessity  tied  to  tlu^ 
spot,  becomes  subject  to  tiu'  c(»nti<)l  of  tlie  )ii;de,  wliich  control  is  vwv- 
cised  witli  rif;or.  Slionld  tiie  point  of  access  to  a  rooiicry  be  tiirou};!! 
a  brealv  in  tln^  dirt"  tiiat  olVcrs  (»nly  a  steep  inc  line,  the  chances  are  the 
bulls  hx'ated  near  will  be  favored  by  larye  hai'(>ms. 

From  the  tVe(iuency  witii  which  I  s;iw  females  select  a  tint  stone  over 
the  edj^e  of  which  the  posterioi'  i)ortion  id'  the  btnly  could  Ininjj;  jirevi- 
ons  to  delivery,  Hn<i:j«ests  an  exi»lanation  of  why  the  rocky  marj-insare 
preferred  to  the  sandy  shores.  It  is  not  pos^ibh^  to  determine  how 
soon  afterthe  arrivid  of  the  nutther  tlie  pup  is  Ixu'n,  foi'  she  may  have 
heen  in  the  water  adjacent  to  the  island  several  days  before  (indin;^:  it 
necessary  to  come  aslH)re.  IJut  the  accouchenuMit  follows  (piickly  upon 
tiie  landing.  Very  soon  thereafter  the  fenniles  receive  the  males,  ami 
there  is  no  doubt  i)ut  that  tli(^  muster  of  the  hiiri'm  liiis  knowlcd;;e  of 
the  female's  con<lition  as  rcf^ards  prej>naiicv,  for  while  some  of  his  con- 
sorts, the  latest  arrivals,  are  jealously  o'uarded,  others  are  perndtted 
gieater  freedom. 

For  the  tirst  few  days,  and  possibly  tor  a  week  or  even  ten  days,  the 
fenuile  is  able  to  nourish  her  young  or  otlsinini--,  but 
she  is  soon  compelled  to  seek  the  sea  for  food,  that  her  ymu"'."*'"'""'    "^ 
voracious  young  feeder  maybe  properly  nourished,  and 
this  seems  to  be  perndtted  on  the  part  of  the  male,  even  though  under 
protestation.     The  whole  physical  economy  of  the  seal  seems  to  be  ar- 
ranged for  alternate  feasting  and  fasting,  and  it  is  probal»le  that  in  tin? 
early  days  of  its  life  tln^  young  seal  might  be  amply  nourisheil  by  such 
milk  as  its  mother  ndghtbe  able  to  lurinsh  without  lierself  resortin 
the  sea  for  food. 

Tiie  female  gives  birth  to  but  a  single  pup.     The  lalxu 
duration,  ami  seems  not  to  produce  great  pain.     In  the 
tirst  weeks  of  its  life  the  pup  does  not  seem  to  recognize  „'('i',',','/"' ''"' 
its  mother,  but  the  latter  will   recognize  and  selei;t 
her  ott'spring  among  humlreds. 

The  young  on  being  born  have  all  the  api»earance  of  pups  of  a  New- 
foundland dog  with  flipi»ers.  On  emerging  from  their 
warm  resting-plaee  into  thechill  air  theyuttcu-  a  plain 
tive  bleat  not  unlike  that  of  a  .young  hunh.  The  mother  fondles  them 
with  many  demonstrations  of  allection,  and  they  begin  nursing  soon 
alter  birth. 

Were  not  the  seals  in  their  organs  of  rei)rodin'.tion,  as  well  as  in  all 
the  i!icidentsof  procreation,  essentially  land  animals, 
the  fact  that  the  piacenta  remains  attached  to  the 
pup  by  the  umbilical  cord  for  twcMity-fonr  hours  or  even 
more  afterbirth,  would  show  the  imjjossibility  of  aquatic 
birth.  I  have  seen  pups  dragging  the  caul  over  the 
j;round  on  the  third  day  after  birth.  Even  could  the  jmp  stand  the 
i)u(fetiug  of  the  waves  it  would  not  survive  sui'h  an  ancltor.  Nit  pup 
could  be  born  in  the  water  and  live.  l)oul>tless  tln^  habits  of  tlie  sea- 
utter  have  become  confused  with  those  of  tlie  fur  seal. 
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Swiiiiiiiiiig. 


The  pup  dill-ill^;  tint  first  inoiitlis  of  its  lit«>  is  not  ainpliilMons.     It 

(Iocs  not  uvcii  iis(>  its   llippcrs  as  tlic  iiiiiturtM-  seals. 

Pun    (iiirinK  Hriit  It  movcs  ill  a  L'ait   more  liiie  ediiii;  (»ii   "all  fours," 

nioiitliit  iiul  oiuuliibi-         i-iii  11^  I  I  I  '  1.1         i-i 

uiu,  *^         while  thu  adult  seal  moves  Uy  drawing:  up  tln^  liiiid 

quarters  as   a   whole   aii<l    then   throwing  itself  for- 
ward it8  own  leii^fth. 
The  youu^  seals  rerpiire  the  nourishing  eare  of  their  inotlu'r  for  at 
„     ,  ,,    ,    least  four  months,  and  pups  have.  Ix'en   killed  on  the 

Require      nioUitr »     .    ,         i    .    .       .       x-  i       Vli  i.  i  i-        i   •    i 

cnre  fi.r   iiiHt   luiir  islaud  late  111  ^ovelllber  the  stonnu'lis  ot  which  were 

By  the  middle  of  July  the  mothers  wme  pdn;;:  eonstantly  back  and 
forth  to  sea;  the  pups,  left  more  to  themselves,  <!olleeted 
in  groups — "pods,"  as  they  are  railed — and  by  the  last  of 
July  they  worked  their  way  down  to  tlie  shore  and  beyan  learning  to 
swim. 
The  pups  are  afraid  of  the  water;  they  have  to  learn  to  swim  by  re- 
peated effort,  and  (!ven  when  ai)le  to  maintain  them- 
selves in  the  quiet  waters  will  lush  in  frantic  and 
ludicnms  haste  away  frcmi  an  approaching  wave,  1  have  taken  pups 
two  or  three  weeks  ohl  aiul  carried  them  out  into  still  water,  and  they 
awkwardly  but  in  terror  rapidly  lloundered  toward  the  shore,  altli(mgli 
they  ctmld  have  escaped  me  by  going  in  the  other  dire<'.tion.  In  three 
trials,  paddling  in  all  about  <W)  feet,  the  pups  became  so  exhausted 
that  they  would  have  been  drowned  had  1  not  ies<'ued  them.  If  the 
pups  when  collected  in  groups  or  puds  near  the  shore  were  to  be  over- 
taken by  even  a  moderate  surf  tliey  would  be  drowned,  and  such  acci- 
dents to  them  do  occur  on  the  ishunl  before  they  have  entirely  mas- 
tered the  art  of  swimming. 
The  latter  steps  in  the  histtuy  of  rookery  life  all  facilitate,  if  indeed 
they  do  not  play  an  important  part  in,  the  disorgani- 
roJkerTos""''''*"''"  "^  ^^'-vtiou  ot  the  havcm  system.  Just  as  soon  as  the  pup 
has  reached  the  age  of  forming  pods  and  nuiking  little 
excursions  hither  and  thither,  the  bull's  authority  diminislu's,  for  his 
control  over  the  mother  is  lost  in  the  presence  of  the  bleat  of  the  hun- 
gry offspring. 

Up  to  the  20th  of  July  the  breeding  grounds  ))resent  a  compact, 
orderly  arrangement  of  harems,  but  under  the  combined  influence  of 
the  completion  of  the  serving  of  the  females  and  the  wandering  of  the 
pups,  disintegratiou  ?>egun  at  that  date  rapidly  progresses.     It  is  at 
this  time  that  the  villain  cows  of  2  years  of  age,  or  not  older  tlian 
3,  mingle  more  frceiy  with  the  females  and  ijrobabiy  enter  the  mater- 
nal ranks,  for  the  u.' successful  males  and  matnrer  bachelors,  no  longer 
deterred  by  the  old   males,  also  freely  wander  over   the   breeding 
grounds. 
While  the  breeding  grouiuls  have  been  left  undisturbed  to  their  own 
career,  the  liauUng  grounds  have  alternately  been  tho 
Driving  and  ic.ii.ng.  ^^^^^^  of  drivcs  for  the  puri»ose  of  killing.    The  imma- 
ture bachelors  form  the  bulk  of  the  seals  that  haid  out  upon  these 
grounds,  and  of  them  only  the  3  and  4  year  olds  are  taken  for  their 
skins. 

The  only  seals  killed  for  their  pelts  are  those  immature  males  that 

haul  out  upon  the  hauling  grounds  remote  from  the  breeding  grounds, 

and  the  handling  of  them  causes  no  disturbance  to  the 

Only  immature  bleeding  fciuales.    The  number  of  bachelors  permitted 

males  lulled.  j.     i       .    i  •  •  ^-     i  -ii  •      i.i 

to  be  taken  in  any  one  season  is  entirely  within  the 
eoutrol  of  tho  Treasury  Department,  which  control  has  been  exercised 
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(lui'iii.ir  the  past  two  year.s  tbr  tlie  enormous  reduction  of  tlie  unnuiil 
(|Uota. 

Tlierc  are  certiiin  jdiysical  as  well  as  historicai  hourcos  of  iiiforiiiatiou 
upon  the  island  from  wliich  the  relation  of  the  ])resent 
to  the  past  condition  of  the  rookeries  can  be  very  elearly      i'i«>«"i<.  aiipinnm.  u 
made  out. 

J.  Not  (tuly  upon,  but  immediately  to  the  rear  of,  tlie  area  at  present 
occupied  by  the  breedin;^'  seals  occiir  frajjfments  of 
basalt  whose  anji'les  have  been  rounded  and  polished  <■'''"'«  I'^t'' '>•*• 
by  the  llipi»ers  of  seals.  Anaonj^'  these  latter  ro(^ks  f>rass  is  found  f>row- 
iiiff  to  an  extent  proporti(»nate  to  their  distances  from  the  present  brced- 
inj;-  jiTounds,  and  further  the  soil  siiows  no  recent  disturbance  by  th(! 
seals.  This  rounding  of  the  bowlders  of  tin'  aban<loned  areas  was  not 
due  to  the  imjHnjjcnient  of  sand  j^rass  driven  by  the  wind.  No  jneolo- 
;,ist  would  be  willing  to  risk  hisicputation  by  asserting  that  this  round- 
ing came  from  any  sueli  agency.  Tlie  distinction  between  the  result 
of  sand  bla.st  action  ami  seals'  llippeis  is  very  marked. 

li.  A  careful  examination  among  the  roots  of  tlui  grass  will  often 
sliow  the  former  preseiu-eof  seal  by  the  peculiar  appearanceof  the  soil, 
due  to  the  exerementa  of  the  seal  and  the  occurrencs  (»f  a  thin  mat  of 
seal  hair.  The  attention  of  Dr.  George  M.  Dawson  was  called  to  such 
a  *elt  of  hair  upon  the  summit  of  Hutchinson  Hill,  and  both  he  and 
l;r.  C.  Hart  Merriani  collected  specimens  of  it  from  among  tiie  grass 
roots  at  that  locality. 

III.  At  the  rear  of  the  rookeries  there  is  usually  an  aiea  of  mixed 
vegetation — an  area  the  boundary  of  which  is  sharply  defined,  and  be- 
tween whicli  and  the  present  breeding  grounds  occurs  a  zone  of  grass 
of  only  a  single  variety.  In  the  inimediaie  vicinity  of  the  present  breed- 
ing grounds  only  scanty  Itniiches  are  t<»  be  s<'en.  These  gradually 
coalesce  as  the  line  of  mixed  vegetation  is  approached.  The  explana- 
tion of  this  is  that  the  seals  were  formerly  so  abundant  as  to  destroy 
the,  normal  mixed  vegetation  at  the  rear  of  the  breeding  groinids,  and 
that  the  decrease  (»f  the  seals  has  been  followed  liy  the  encroachniont 
of  the  uniform  variety  of  grass. 

IV.  The  stiitcmenrs  made  to  me  by  competent  obseiNcrs  wlnt  have 
lived   ii[ton    tin*   islands   for  years  all  agree   that  the 

sl'.rinkau  '  in  t\u  breeding  area  has  been   rajiid  during  i,,J;'y,',',,'',']''''  '"  '"'"'■ 
(lie  [)ast  five  or  six  years. 

V.  Afer  observing  the  habits  of  seals  for  a  season,  I  iinln'sitiitiiigly 
assei r  that  to  satisfactorily  :;;  count  tor  the  disturbance  t(»  vegetable 
life  over  areas  vv'Ii()S(^  extent  is  visible  even  to  the  most  careless  and 
previdiccc!  of  ol)servers  would  re(iuire  the  ])reseiice  of  from  two  to  three 
times  the  amount  of  seal  life  which  is  now  to  be  toiind  upon  the  islands. 

That  there  has  been  enormous  decrease  in  the  seals 
there  can  be  no  question. 

In  studying  the  c;  uses  of  diminution  of  seal  life  ther( 
variety  of  actual  and  possible  sources  of  destruction 
which  are  etl'ective  in   varying  degrees.     Fortunately 
the  most  important  of  tliesescmrces  were  directly  under  my  observation 
and  the  following  facts  presented  theinselv<'s  for  consideration. 

i.  The  restrictions  ui>on  the  molestation  of  the  breeding  grounds  and 
upon  the  killing  of  females  has  been  iin]terative  both  on  the  part  of  the 
(Jovernnient  and  lessees  sine;'  the  American  ownership  of  the  islands, 
so  that  in  the  taking  of  seals  no  injury  could  jtossibly  have  occurred  to 
the  females  and  bulls  found  thereon. 

.  '10— VOL  U- 
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II.  The  seal  hein*;-  ]»oly<>niiunKs  in  liiibit,  oacli  malt'  boinj?  al>loto  pro- 
vide, inr  a  liaioiii  avci  n^iiij;'  t\v(Mit,\-  or  tliirly  iiicnibcrs.  and  the  projxtr- 
tioii  of  male  to  t'eiiiale  boi'ii  Iteinji'  e(iiial,  there  iiiust  inevitably  be  left  a 
reserve  of  yonnf>' ininialnre  nudes  tiie  death  of  a  certain  jtroportion  of 
wideh  could  n(»t  in  any  way  aiVect  the  annual  supply  conunj;'  from  the 
breedinji'  j-rounds.  'I'iiesc  conditions  existiny,  the  (iovernnu'nt  has  per- 
mitted tiie  takiufj  with  three  exceptions  up  to  1S*.K>  of  a  quota  of  about 
1()(),(KM)  (»f  these  youufjiiiale  seals  annually.  When  tlu^  abnndanct' of 
seal  life,  as  evidenced  by  tiie  areas  foi merly  occui)ied  by  seals,  is  consid- 
ered 1  do  not  believe  that  this  could  account  for  or  play  any  ai)preci- 
able  i»art  in  the  diminution  of  the  herd. 

III.  The  statistics  which  I  have  examined,  as  well  as  all  the  inquiries 

made,  show  that  in  the  raids  ujx)!!  the  lonkeries  them- 

inj!rr'So'>'>.'''  ""''''  •'^'•l^'''^  ''.v  marauders  the  loss  of  seal  lil'e  has  been  too 
uninqiortant  to  ])lay  any  pai  t  in  the  (h-struction  of  the 
breedinj?  ffrouiuls.  The  inhosjiitable  shores,  theexixisure  of  the  islands 
to  surf,  the  unfavorable  (dimatie  c(»nditioiis,  as  well  as  tln^  piesence  of 
•  ite  natives  and  white  men,  will  always  i)revent  raids  upon  the  islands 
frni  ever  beinj;'  frcMpu'iit  or  elfective. 

IV.  For  some  years  |)ast  the  natives  were  pennitt-d    i-   '    'I  in  the 
,  .„  ,  .    ,,    ,    fall  a  few  thousand  male  pups  for  fo,'i'.     i";    .  killinj;' 

I'lips  lullcil  tiirtood.    ,  ,  1  M  't     1         li  •  i.  J     1  ii         1-11 

has  been  iiroliduted.  it  is  m)t  ai»parcnt  1i<  w  the  kdl- 
iiif?  of  male  itu])s  could  have  decreased  the  nund)er  of  females  on  the 
breeding'  .yronnds. 

V.  From  my  kiiowleduc  <»f  the  vitality  of  seals  I  do  not  believe  any 
„  ,  .  .  injurx  ever  occurred  to  the  repiodu*  five  powers  of  the 

male  seals  Irom  rcdiivinji'  that  would  retard  the  in- 
crease of  the  herd,  and  rhat  the  drivinj;-  of  IS'.IO  necessary  to  secure 
about  L'2,000  skins  coidd  not  ltav«^  caused  nor  i)layed  any  imi)ortant 
l)art  in  the  decrease  that  was  ajiparent  on  every  hand  last  year. 

\'l.  From  my  obseivations  and  my  intjuiries  of  the  natives,  under 
conditions  which  wt're  calculated  to  elicit  oidy  truthful  replies,  J  ascer- 
.,  .  tained  that  there  had   been   no  chanue  save  for   the 

better  in  the  methods  ol  driving'  or  the  handlin,ii  ol 
seals;  that  salt  houses  had  been  established  at  the  more  distant  rooker 
ies;  that  boats,  horses,  mules,  and  wagons  had  been  employed  totrii'i.-;- 
])ort  the  skins;  that  by  these  inii)ro\i'ments  the  length  of  the  <ln,'es 
inid  been  mateiiaily  les,v;(Mied,  and  that  the  time  for  takinin'  the  [n<>fa. 
had  been  reduced  from  the  IJnssian  killing'  season  of  tlivee  ot  to  ii 
months  to  about  thirty  days,  thercl>\'  causin;;'  the  minimum  o>' disturb 
ance  even  to  the  liaulin;;-  uronnds. 

\'ll.   1  ascertaiui'd  by  (lue.^tionin.u'  those  who  had  iiad  years  of  c(»n- 

I  nvisiii  ,  Id  1"'    f''"i**"^ ''^l"'i''^^'"'<'  ^^'^^l'  fl"' '^•'ids  that  up  to   (he   \ear 

ISSii  llierc  was  an  annual  expansion  of  the  boundaries 

of  the  breedin.n'  liroumls;  that  this  was   followed   by  a  jjcriod  oi  stau- 

n.Tv.a.se  siiui-   nation,  which  in  turn   was   iollowed   by  a   marked  de- 

^^'^•"'  ''^'''-  cadence    from    about    1SS."».-",S(;   down    to    t!ie    pic.-«ent 

tinu». 

\11I.   In  the  latter  ])art  ol  .lul>'.  IS'll.  aiy  attention  was  ei!!u'  In  ;v 
souice  of  waste,  the  eliliciency  of  which  was  most  startlin,i;iy  illi.y. ;  jiUmL 
In  my  con \-ersat ions  witii  the  nativts  1  had  learn<'d  that  dead  \ni]     had 
been  sci'ii  upon  the  rookeries  in  the  ])ast  few  years  in  such  nund.wvs  ;(s 
-,    ,  to  cause  much  concc'   .     I5\- the  ndddle  of  July  they 

pointed  out  to  me  here  i>i<i  th<re  wead  pups  and  others 
su  weal;  andeuuiciated  tiiat  their  deaf;  w.«s  bur  ;  .■lattei'  of  a  lew  days. 
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I5v  tlio  tinio  tho  r>i'itisli  coiiiiiiissionris  anivcil  the  dt'ud  pups  wcic  in 
siinii-icnt  iilmiidiincc  to  iiltiiut  their  iitloiit  ion,  and  tlioy  aiv.  I  i»cli«'V(', 
under  the  impression  tliat  they  lirst  discovered  tliein.  I  pidcuied  a 
nninlier  of  these  i>ni»s,  an<l  Dr.  Akerly,  at  my  reipiest,  made  autopsies, 
not  only  at  tlui  villajio,  but  later  on  upon  the  rookeries  themselves. 
Tiie  hin'^s  of  these  dead  ])nps  lioaled  in  water.  Tiu'ir.  ^  ^^  ^. 
was  no  organic  disease  of  heart,  liver,  lunys,  stoniacli,  '  "  "i"'''^- 
or  alimentary  canal.  In  tiie  latter  tiiere  was  Init  little  and  often  no 
fecal  matter  ami  tiie  stonnu-ii  was  entirely  empty.  Pups  in  tiie  last 
sta,i:»'  of  eniaciati(»n  were  seen  by  me  upon  the  ronkeries,  ami  their 
conditicMi  as  well  as  that  of  tlie  dead  ones  left  no  room  to  doidtt  tiiat 
their  deatli  was  caused  by  starvation.  r>y  the  lattt  r 
]»a't  of  Auiiust  deatlis  were.  rare,  tlie  mortality  havin,n' 
]tra<'tically  ceased.  An  e\anuinitit»n  of  tiie  waininji' lists  of  tiie  com- 
bined licet.-:  of  Itritish  and  American  cruisers  will  show  that  lii'Ibre  th(3 
middle  of  August  the  last  sealinj;'  sehooner  was  sent  out  of  IJerinji' Sea. 
These  vessels  had  entered  the  sea,  about  -Inly  1  and  had  done  much 
ellcctive  work  by  -Inly  15.  The  mortality  anioiiii  tho  pui»s  and  its  ces- 
sation is  synchronous  with  the  sealing  tleet's  ariival  and  departure 
I'rom  Herinj;'  Sea. 

There  are  several  of  the  rookeries  ui»on  which  le\»'l  areas  are  so  dis- 
])osed  as  to  be  seen  by  the  eye  at  a  .'fiance.  In  Sejiteiiiber  Dr.  Akerly 
and  I  walked  directly  aeross  the  rookery  of  T(»lstoi, 
St.  Paul,  and  in  addition  to  the  dead  [»n|»s  in  si.ulit 
they  lay  in  ,i;roui»s  of  from  tiii'ce  to  aihizen  aiiKnii;'  the  nl)sriU'in;Li'  rocks 
on  the  hillside.  From  a  careful  examination  of  every  rookeiy  upon  the 
two  islands  made  by  me  in  Aujiust  and  September.  1  place  the  niini- 
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mum  estimate  of  the  dead  pups  to  i)e  ir),(l(l(»,  and  that 
some  number  between  that  and  .'>(>,()()(l  would  represent 
more  nearly  a  true  statement  of  the  facts. 

I'jion  examininj;' the  Ijerin.n'  Sea  catch  for  iSiH.  as  l)a^e(l  upon    tiie 
records  of  the  \'i(!toria  custom-house.  L  ascerlaincd  that 
nearly  .">(».0(M)  seals  had  been  taken  by  the  Ibitish  tie«'t 
alone  in  iJerin^'  Sea  durinji' tlur  snnuiierof  1S!M.    When 
there  is  added  to  this  the  catch  of  the  American  \  essels,  the  dead  pups 
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upon  the  rockeries,  and  allowances  made  for  tliose  ihal 
are  killed  and  not  recovered  we  have  a  catch  whii-h 
will  not  only  nearl\  reach  in  numbers  the  (piota  of  male  seals  allowed 
til  be  taken  u])on  the  islands  in  yi'ars  udiie  by,  luM  we  liaxc  a  catch  in 
the  securinji'  of  which  destriu'tion  has  fallen  most  heavily  up(Mi  the  pro- 
ducing' females.  This  is  borne  out  by  ;i  further  fa<'t.  The  youiijL;'  bach- 
elur  seals  can  lie  idly  on  the  liaulinii  grounds  ami 
throiiji'li  the  peculiai'ities  of  their  i»hysical  economy  sus  ,,,X'r'  '"■''^''■^'  ""  '^" 
tain  life  with  a  small  supply  of  food,  but  the  cows  must 
raiii^c  the  ocean  insearchof  noniislinieiil  that  they  may  iiieel  t  iiedemand.^ 
made  upon  them  by  their  yoiin^'.  'i'liat  seals  uo  a  i^real  distance  from 
the  islands  1  kiio\\  from  personal  o!>seivation,  for  we  saw  tiiein  ll'O  miles 
to  the  northward  of  tiu^  island  on  the  w  ay  to  Ntiiiix  ak.  That  the  females 
uiitiinmlier  the  males  ti'ii  to  one  is  well  known,  other 


wise  the  liauliii!^' j;ronnds  would  present  such  an  array        "  '"'"" 

of  killaltle  seal  that  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  t  he  ( !(»vernment  to 
suspend  the  annual  (piota.  It  inevitalily  follows  that  the  females  are 
till'  class  most  ]>reyed  upon  in  ISerinn'  Sea.*  No  class  of  animals  which 
hiluii  foith  but  a  sin,i:leoHs[»riii,i;'  annually  can  l(»ii,u'  sustain  itsclfauainst; 
the  dcstitictiou  of  the  producers. 
As  a  result  of  uiy  iiiNeatiyatious  i  believe  that  the  desUuctiuu  of  I'e- 
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iiiiilcs  wiis  ciuricd  to  tlio  ]M>iiit  in  aliniit  is.sr>  wlioro  tlicbirtli  into  could 
,,    ,  ,.       ..       ,     not  k('('i»  Hit  t  lie  lu'icssiirv  siinidy  of  iiHitlicis,  and  tliiit 

l>i'l«l(him   (it    i.iiik-       ,  .'   .,   '.  ,      .  I.I  lii         1        • 

iru-s  tiiK!  to  (i<  si  I  111'  tho  ('t|iiilil)rMUii  Ix'in^  once,  destroyed  and  tlio  drain  upon 
tioiioi  motiKisiiiis.  the  ]nodiieiniu('lass  inerea.sinj;'  Irom  year  to  year  lr(»in 
that  date  tlie  present  depleteil  eoiidition  of  the  rookericis  lia.s  resulted 
directly  thereironi. 

doSEl'lI    STANLKV   JiROAVN. 

Subsi'ribed  and  sworn  to  before  me.  a  iiotaiy  public  in  and  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  (Joluuibia,  tliisDdi  day  of  May,  1S|»1'.' 

[L.  S.J  fcsEVKM.O^'  A.  lillOWN. 


Dcj)osUi(m  of  Josrph  Stunlcji  Brown,  (icoUxjiHt  in    11.  S.  (Icobxjical  Sur- 
vey,  mid  sjH-vial  tn/cnt  of  'I'rciisnri/. 
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'  OE  ('()Lu:miua, 

fif  of  Wai<^iin<i(on,  .sfi : 

Joseph  Stanley  lirown,  beiiij;'  duly  sworn,  dejjoses  and  says:  Tain 

;}<)  years  of  aj;e  and  a  citizen  oi'  the  United  States;  my  residence  is  at 

Mentor,  Ohio;  my  occupation  a  j;('olo;;ist.  in  wiiicli  capacity  I  ameni- 

,,.,.,,.,,     ,      I   ployed  in  the  n.  8.  (ieolo"ical  Hurvev.     In  April,  1S!>I, 

I  I'llulnl  iHliuiils  ami     I        •'  ^  *  ,  ' 

mill  liii  I  III  1(1)11.  Kx-  1  was  ordered  to  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
i'^''"""''  ury,  which  I  did,  and  received  iVom  him  a  temporary 

appointment  as  special  Treasury  aneiit.  I  visited  the  I'ribilof  Islands 
and  made  acareful  examination  of  the  same  and  of  the  condition  of 
seal  life  thereon.     I  arrived  on  the  islands  -Iiine  i>,  1S!)1,  and  remained 

there  until  Sei)teinber  10.  ISIH.  I  made  a  survey  of 
mmirS'l'ii'".' ''''"'■'   «!•'<'  i^li'iids  and  also  of  the  seal  rookeries  on  botli  of 

said  islands.  The  cliarts  signed  by  me  and  marked  A, 
li,  O,  D,  10,  F,  (J,  II,  I,  J,  and  K  were  made  by  me  dmini''  said  survey 
of  said  rookeries  and  re[»ri'sent  the  ,i;roiinds  covered  by  the  same.  The 
};ray  c(dor  on  said  charts  so  si<;iied  l)y  me,  and  the  red  coh)r  on  the  re- 
prints of  tlu5  same,  represent  the  places  occu))icd  bybrcedinf>'  seals  in 
I.SIM,  which  said  spaces  were  covered  by  j;roiips  of  said  seals.  The 
white  spaces  on  said  ori.ii;inal  charts,  as  explained  l)y  leji'end  on  re- 
])rints,  reiuesent  the  ii'roiiiids  over  which  seals  have  at  various  times 
liauled,  as  is  plainly  indicated  by  the  condition  of  said  areas. 

.losEi'iL  Stanley  Brown. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  |)ublic,  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  this  lUtli  day  of  May,  l.S!>L>. 

[L.  S.J  SEVELLON   a.   liKO^VN.    . 


Dcponition  of  Hie  [thin  X.  Itni/nH.slii.  'rrcdsnri/  ni/tiit  iu  cltdnjv  of  the  Pri- 

bilof  InIkuiI.s. 

IIAIUTS   AND   JiOOKERlES   IN    J.S7U-'7LJ. 

District  of  C<.)lu.mi{ia, 

Citi/  of  Wdsliiniifon,  SH  : 
Stephen  N.  Ibiynitsky,  b(;iii.i;'  duly  sworn,  dei»oses  and  says:  I  am  a 
Uussiau  by  birth  and  am  ()(►  years  of  a;;e.     I  liiadiiated  from  the  lm]te- 
rial   Lv(a'iiin  at  St.    I'etersburii',  an  institution  for  the 

fcxpi'l'lClU.0.  ,    .,.•  .  .,         ;        £.   ii  •.  ,•  iir        1    • 

nobility.  Am  n(»w  a  resident  or  the  (tity  ot  Washing- 
ton, r  was  detailed  by  the  liiitiwl  States  Treasury  Department  to 
take  chuiyo  of  St.  (juorijo  island  iu  Jk'riny  Sea  during-  the  smu- 
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mer  of  1S70;  I  icfnincd  (o  the  Tlnited  Stales  in  tlif  fall  of  tiiat 
veai'.  The  followinji'  season  1  was  ajipoinled  to  take  eiiai'^c  of 
i>otli  St.  I'aul  and  St.  (ieoijic  islands,  I  arrived  at  the  islands  in 
.Inlv,  1S71.  and  remained  there  till  the  latter  i)art  of  A])ril,  1871'.  ])nr- 
ini;"  inv  stay  on  the  islands  I  made  earc'fnl  examinati(»n  into  the 
habits  and  nature  of  the  .seal  and  als(»  read  and  studied  the  records 
left  by  the  Russian  (Government  in  relation  to  tho  J'riliilof  islands. 
The  full  <;id\vn  male  seals  conHnence  to  ap])ear  al)out  ^.^  ^^^ 
th«'  islands  dnrin^- the  latter  part  of  Ai)ril  (»r  tlrst  of 
iMay.  They  come  from  the  southeast  thronj;h  tln^  ])asses  between  the 
Aleutian  Islands.  The  bnlls,  as  these  seals  are  called,  do  not  immedi- 
iitely  land,  but  swim  al>ont  snrveyinji'  the  coast;  finally,  they  come  on 
shore  at  the  breed  in;;  rookeries,  invariably  select  in  j>"  a  shore  covered 
with  bowlders  and  avoidinj?  sand  beaches,  for  the  reas(ui,  1  believe,  that 
when  the  jtujis  ar(^  born  on  the.se  rookeries  they  may  not  be  swept 
awav  by  the  surf.  1  believe  also  that  a  liull  comes  back  to  the  same 
rookery Cvery  season;  this  belief  av as  formed  from  iid'onnation  1  re- 
ceived from  several  of  the  natives  of  tin*  islands,  who  told  me  that  they 
had  at  one  time  cut  the  ears  of  sonu'  ])ups  so  that  they  eonld  be  readily 
distinj;uislied:  that  when  the  pnjts  were  grown  they  had  noticed  each 
one  on  a  particular  rookery,  and  that  in  the  years  following'  tin;  rook- 
ery had  the  sanu'  oc(;ni)ant. 

The  female  seals  begin  t<»  arrive  the  latter  ])art  of  May,  going  di- 
rectly to   the  breeding   rookeries.     The   young   male      ^.^^^  ^ 
seals  from  1  to5  years  of  age,  (!alle<l  "  ba(rlielors,'*conui 
abont  the  same  time  as  th(^  females,  but  (h)  not  go  onto      i!'"'"^'"". 
the  l)reeding  lookeries,  evidently  fearing  the  old  bulls.    These  baelu'lors 
haul  up  by  tiiemselves  on  narrow  ])laces  along  tlu'  shori;  left  between 
the  breeding  rookeries,  and  from  these  ])oints   i>roeeed  inland  much 
farther  tlian  the  breeding  rookeries.     The  seals  kilK^l  on  the  islands 
for  their  skins  are  these  bachelors,  tlntse  of  from  2  to  4 
years  old  being  carefully  selected.     Under  no  cirenm- 
stanccsisa  female  seal  killed.    In  a  "drive"  the  natives 
drive  the  seals  from  the  hauling  gioumis  a  little  way, 
sejtarate  the  ycmng  killable  males,  and  allow  the  re- 
mainder to  return  to  th(^  water  <»r  the  hauling  gronnds.     Then  these 
yomig  males  so  selected  are  driven  to  the  killing  gronnds  and  there 
(lisi)at(!lied  M'ith  clubs.     During  the  entir«^  time  1  was  on  the  islands  1 
never  saw  a.  single  s(>al  killed  by  overdriving. 

At  the  time  I  was  on  the  islands  1  do  iM)tthink  there  were  any  tishatall 
Avitliin  .')  miles  of  the  islands,  and  that  the  seals  to  feed 
had  to  go  farther  than  that  f<om  land.  This  belief  is 
foiniiled  on  statements  made  me  by  miti\'es  on  the 
i>lanils,  and  also  from  tlie  fact  that  fresh  fish  w<'re  seldom  eaten  upon 
llie  islands.  Very  soon  after  a  female  lands  she  gives  birth  to  a  pup. 
1  tliink  that  she  never  gives  l)irth  to  more  than  one, 

I   ,1      i       1  1  111  Ik       •  XI  I  111)8    born    ou    is- 

and  lliat  she  only  suckles  Imm-  own   pn]».     1  Miring  the  liinds. 
I  wo  sealing  sea.sons  1  was  on  the  islands  1  only  saw  a 
vcr,\    few  dead   jnips,  and  these  had  been   killed  by      Kiad  pups. 
I  lie  larger  seals  crnshing  them.     J   hav(^  never  seen  a 
piil>  that  was  starved  to  death,  or  which  had   been  abandoned  by  its 
iiKitlier.     A  \n\])  is  at  least  a  nnuitli  old  before  it  learns  to  swim.     He- 
lure  that  it  not  only  can  not  swi?n,  but  is  afraid  of  the  water.     If  ji  jinp 
should  be  born  in  the  water  it.  wonld  umpiestionably 
lie  drowned;  bnt  1   believe  that  it  is  an  absolute  im-   ,„2i;!:'''''   ''*''"'   '"" 
]iiissibilil  y  forsuccessfnl  birth  to  take  place  in  the  water, 
for  the  rea.sou  that  the  mother  would  die  of  exhaustiou  before  or  while 


Oiilv   b.i  (t  li  do  rs 
Uillcd.' 
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biiiii^iiiji'  forlli  licr  yoniifif.  TImtc  were,  wliilc  I  was  on  tlie  islands, 
s(iiiij;t'nl  inlcs  cnlorccd  on  tlic  islands  as  to  tlicnsc  of  liicarnis,  niakin<; 
noises,  ii]»i»i'oa<liin,n  tlic  rool(«,'ii«'s,  etc.  In  lact  every  ])reeaiiti(>n  was 
taken  that  the  seals  on  the  islands  inijilit  nol  he  t'rijnht«'iied.  Jieeausc 
of  tlie  manner  of  killiiifi'  seals  on  the  islands,  the  ])reeantions  taken  to 

kill  oni\  males  of  from  2  to  5  years,  and  the  earefid 
kiiiiV.'^'oiH^i'mX.  ''•''   li»"i<:>ti"ii  of  tlic  nnud»ers  l.iken',  I  am  fully  convinced 

tinit  the  taking' of  seals  (»n  the  I'rihilof  Islands  eould 
never  affect  the  nninbers  of  the  seal  held  or  dei»letethe  rookeries.     In 

inyjinlii'in;  lit  pelayic  seal  linntin^  should  be  absolutely 
Tiniiii,iti..ii  .if  ]..■.   ])roiiiliite(l  both  in   l>erin<;'  Sea  and  the  North  I'acilic. 
"■'*     In  case  tliere  is  not  such  i)r(»hibitioii  the  I'ribilof  seal 

herd  will  lie  either  exterminated  in  av<'ry  siiort  tinuM)r 
else  the  few  whicli  escape  frnm  the  indisciiminate  slangliter  of  ix'lajiicj 
hunters  will  be  driven  irom  the  I'ribilof  Jshuids. 

Stkpiiicn  Is'.  JJuvnitsk    , 

Snbsciibed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  L'8th  day  of  March,  lSi»L». 
[L.  s.]  Wkvellon  a.  Hkown, 

NoUo'!/  I'lihlic  in  (oitl  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  U.  I^.A. 


\»ii.w.    hi'mIIii 
harv. 


DcposllloH  of  Willitnit  Ucufeji  lUilL  biohujist  aud  iKdcontoJoyiNt  in  U.  IS. 

Ofoiotiical  Surrey, 

TELAGIO  Sl^VI.ING  AM)  PRtlllLOF  ROOKERIES. 
DlS'I'KK'T   OF   COLTT]\llUA, 

(Hfij  of  W(ts}iiii(ifoi),  fts: 

William   llealey-  J)all,  of  Washins'ton,  aforesaid,  bein.y'  duly  sworn, 
deposes  and   says:  That  in  connection  with  my  .scieu- 
^'"'"''  ■"''■  (ilic  studies  at  Cambridjic  Mass.,  I  devoted  nearly  three 

years  to  Ihe  study  of  biology,  anatomy,  and  niedi(tine;  that  since 
eomplctin};'  my  stu(h"es  with  I'rof.  I.oiiis  Ajjassi/,  at  Cand)rid,ti-e.  in  the 
year  l.S(»3,  J  have  been  eniiaijied  in  scientilic  work,  and  am  now  a 
...  ..,,,,  ,  paleoiitoloyist  in  tlie  ('.  S.  (Tcoloi-ical  Survev.  1  lirst 
r.ciiiiii  Sea  ill  iMi.'s  Visited  -i>eiiii<i'  bea  in  tiie  summer ot  l<S()a  as  a  member 
'**"'■  of  the  scientilic  coi]»s  of  the  NN'estern  Union  Telegiai»h 

expedition.     Visited   t!ie   Aleut iaii   Islands  and  Avent  to  St.  3Iichael, 
])assinj;-  near  the  IMibilof  jiroiip.     In  the  s))rinf;'  of  ISdd  again  went 
to  northern  Alaska,  in  tlie  same  capacity,  and  remained  there  until  the 
fall  of  ISdS.     Ill  18(17  tiie  aforesaid  exiicdition  was  abaiidone<l,  but  I 
remained  in  the  country  in  order  lo  continue  my  scientilic  investiga 
tions,  wintering  on  the  mainland.     In  the  fall  of  18(18  1  made  my  way 
back  to  San  Francisco  on  the  schooner  Fraiieis  ISteele.  owned  by  the 
Pioneer  Anieri  an  I-'ur  C<imj>any,  which  had  a  station 
at  St.  (leorge   Ishind,  where  we  sto]»])ed  on  our  way 
south,  and  thus  gaNc  nu»  a  chance  to  observe  seal  lile 
for  several  weeks.     In  J871  J  Joined  the  U.  S.  C(»ast  and  Geodetic  Sur 
s'cv  i'or  the  iiurpose  of  carrving  out  a  i)roposed  survev 
fnmVK'7l'lo'i's74'''''''  "ft'ic  Aleutian  chain  of  islands.     I  was  than  engaged 
from  the  summer  of  1871  to  the  end  of  tlu^  season  of 
187  1,  and  during  the  winter  of  J87I- 715  wintered  at  LFnalaska.    louring 
this  period  had  oi>poitunity  to  familiarize  myself  with  aquatic  seal  life, 
and  in  1874  made  a  reconnoissance  survev  of  the  I'lilu'- 
isullIX'iuls:/.'''''''''^^  '<''■  I^Jiiiids,  \vhich  afforded  me  an  additional  opportu- 
nity to  obser\'e  seal  life  on  the  rookeries. 


A'i.-iilcil    SI.  ("ii'iirgc 
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Tn  18*^0  T  ajiain  visitrd  all  my  Ibrnier  stations  nboiil  nnd  in  r.eiinfj 
Sea  for  tlie  |tiii'|»n.-(' of  ol)tainiii.u'  niajiiietie  obscrxations. 
Tills  was  my  last  oi»i)oituiiity  io  examine  tin'  rool<eries.  j.^^H^TsslMurim;!"'' 
As  a  result  of  the  above  experience  I  would  further 
state  the  followin.1;'  facts:  During'  my  visit  to  St,  (ieorjje  lslan«l  in  ISOS, 
before  referred  to.  this  vast  territory  of  Alaskii  had  Jnst  fallen  into  the 
]»(tssi'ssi(»n  of  the  I'nited  States,  and  the  (iovernnnMit 
had  not  yet  fairly  established  more  than  the  bejiin- 
ninu  «»f  an  orj:anization  for  its  nniiKijicment,  as  a  whole,  without 
nM'UtioniuLi'  such  details  as  the  I'ribilof  Islands.  In  conse(|ueiH'e  <»f 
this  stale  of  alVaiis,  jtrivate  enterjirise  in  the  form  of  <'om])anies  deal- 
ing in  furs  had  established  nnmerotis  sealinj;' stations  on  the  islands 
(biriiiti  is»;s.  DuriujU'  my  stay,  except  on  a  siuiile  occasion,  tln^  drivinjj: 
IVum  tlu'  hauliuu'  yrouiids,  the  killinj?  and  skinniiiy-  was  <lone  by  the 
natives  in  the  same  manner  as  when  under  llussiaii  rule,  ea<'h  coiu- 
Itetiiiii  party  payin.y  them  so  much  per  skin  for  their  labor  in  takinjx 
liieiii.  Despite  the  very  bitter  and  more  or  less  nnserupnlous  <'oin 
petition  anioiiji'  the  vaiions  parties,  all  i-ecoynized  the  iin)»i>rtane«^  of 
preseivinu  the  industry  and  ])rotectinji-  the  breedin<i'  j;ronnds  from 
molestation,  and  for  the  most  part  were  jiuided  by  this  conviction. 

in   isso  1  found  the  ro(dveries  lull,  and  in  my  opinion  ther«^  were  as 
niaiiv  seals  on  the  islands  as  at  anv  time  dniin*!;- mv  ex-     ,,     ,  ,,     , 

.•  ,    1  1  ,■  1      •  'i  Tups  linm,  mill  limil- 

])erieiice.     1   have  never  known  ot  a  imp    beiiifi'  born    ihl' jximiiMis  only,  on 
or  of  lianliu}?  Ki''»'iiids  existiiif^'  anywhere  aloii.u'  the    '''■ii'ii"ii'*ii"i'is. 
Alaskan  coast  or  in  the  islands  adjacent  thereto,  except  the  Tribilof 
Islands.     I  have  heard  stories  and  traditions  to  that  eftect,  but  I  have 
never  known  of  their  beiiiji'  substantiated. 

{•'rom  my  kiiowle<l,tie  of  natural  history  and  from  my  observations  of 
seal  life  J  am  of  the  oi)inioii  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  yonnjj^ 
seals  to  be  bronjiht  forth  and  kept  alive  in  the  water. 
\\lieii  it  is  the  habit  of  an  animal  to  jiive  birth  to  its 
yoiiiii;  niion  the  land  it  is  contrary  to  bioloyic  teach- 
iii,i:'  and  coinmon  sense  to  suppose  they  could  successfully  brinj?  them 
1(11  til  ill  the  water.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  at  all  likely  that  a 
mother  would  suckle  any  imp  (»ther  than  Iierown,for  \  have  repeatedly 
seen  a  feiirile  select  one  pup  f'roni  a  larjic  yroup  and  pay  no  attention 
to  the  solicitations  of  others.  Pups  require  the  nonrishment  from  their 
iimthers  for  at  least  three  to  four  months  after  their  birth,  and  wouh' 
perish  if  deprived  of  th<>  same.  There  wei(»  not  in  ISSO  sutlicient 
(lead  pups  scattered  ov<'r  the  rookeries  to  attract  atten- 
tion or  to  ferm  a  feature  on  the  rookery.  A  pup  when  '""  '"'""'■ 
lirst  born  can  not  sustain  itself  in  the  water  and  would  umpiestionably 
jierisli. 

The  Pribilof  Islands  are  the  chosen  home  of  the  fur  seal  (Calloyhinits 
xrslinis).  I 'poll  these  islands  tliev  are  born;  there 
tliey  first  learn  to  swim  and  more  than  half  of  their  u.Mm''?rnI,f&*l^^ 
life  is  spent  u|>on  them  and  in  the  waters  adjacent 
liiereto.  Here  they  <i'ive  birth  to  their  youii<;',  breed,  nurse  their  pups, 
and  li'o  to  and  come  from  their  feeding'  <iidunds,  which  maybe  miles 
distant  from  the  islands.  J  have  seen  seals  in  the  waters  of  Bering 
Sea  distant  100  miles  or  more  from  the  islands  at  various  times  lu;- 
t  ween  the  first  of  .liilv  and  October.     These  seals  were  doubtless  in 


l'i'lii!;i<; 
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search  of  food,  which  consists,  accordinj?  to  my  obser- 
\  at  ion.  (»f  lish,  s(piid,  <'rustaceans,  and  even  mollnsks. 
I  pon  the  approach  of  winter  the  seals  leave  their  home,  influenced 
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(Umbtlcss  by  tlio  sovority  of  the,  cliinat*^  and  (lorroase  in  tlio  food  snpidy. 
Tlicy  no  sontlnvard,  niakiii};  tlieir  way  tlironj;li  the 
]»as.sos  of  tlie  Aleutian  chain.  In  latitude  r>0o  or 
thcroabonts,  extendiny-  a(!rosH  thePacriflc  east  and  west,  is  a  warm  cur- 
rent of  about  70  or  80  miles  in  breadth;  in  this  warm  water  are  found 
fish  and  crustaceans.  This  current  sets  eastward  and  is  somewh.at 
quickened  at  tlie  a|)i)roach  of  spring  in  harmony  with  the  monsoons  of 
its  place  ()f  origin.  In  the  spring  and  fall  I  have  seen  seals  in  these 
warmer  wat<Ms,  but  in  August,  when  1  once  crossed  the  current,  they 
were  absent.  lJnd<mbtedly  the  seals  find  there  agreeable  temi)erature 
and  sutticient  food  sui>ply,  and,  following  the  eastward  set  of  the  cur- 
rent and  tiie  migrations  of  the  lish,  find  their  way  to  the  western  coast 
of  tlie  United  States  and,  thence  turn  northward  being  influenced  by 
the  bountiful  food  supply  along  the  northwestcoast,  and  finally  by  that 
route  return  to  their  home  upon  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

I  have  had  ample  opi)ortunity  to  form  an  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
effect  uj)on  the  herd  of  the  killing  of  female  seals.  The 
kiiiiiis  female  brings  forth  a  single  offspring  annually,  and 
hence  the  repair  of  the  loss  by  <leath  is  not  rapid.  It 
is  evident  that  the  injury  to  the  herd  from  the  killing  of  a  single  fenuile, 
that  is,  the  ])roducer,  is  far  greater  than  from  the  death  of  a  male,  as 
thy  seal  is  i>olyganious  in  habit.  The  danger  to  the  herd  therefore  is  just 
in  proportion  to  the  destruction  of  fenmle  life.  Killing  in  the  open 
waters  is  peculiarly  destructive  to  this  animal.  No 
li mi nl'!""^  ""'""*''  discrimination  of  sex  in  the  water  is  imssible,  the  secur- 
ing of  the  prey  when  killed  is  under  the  best  of  circum- 
stances uncertain,  and  as  the  period  of  gestation  is  at  least  eleven 
months,  and  of  nursing  three  or  four  mouths,  the  death  of  a  female  at 
any  time  nutans  the  destruction  of  two,  herself  and  the  fcetus,  or  when 
nursing  of  three,  herself,  the  inirsing  pup,  and  the  fcetus.  All  killing 
f)f  females  is  a  menace  to  the  herd,  and  as  soon  as  such  killing  reaches 
the  point,  as  it  inevitably  must  if  permitted  to  continue,  where  the 
annual  increase  will  not  make  good  the  yearlj'  loss,  then  the  destruction 
of  the  herd  will  be  equally  ra])id  and  certain,  regarded  from  a  commer- 
cial standpoint,  though  a  few  individuals  might  survive. 

lJ])ou  the  amount  of  protection  depends  the  safety  of  the  seal  herd  in 
the  future.  Jf  protected  oidy  u])on  the  Pribilof  Islands  extermination 
will  be  ra])id;  if  they  are  protecWl  upon  the  islands  and  in  the  waters 
of  Bering  Sea  also  tlie  decrease  will  be  slower,  but  ultimate  extinction 
will  ]m)bably  follow.  To  ju'eserve  them  completely  it 
ii.'<  «H-  jj^  necessary  that  they  should  be  protected  in  all  waters, 
which  they  frequent  at  all  times.  Killing  upon  land 
can  be  regulated  and  interference  with  the  females  rigidly  prohibited, 
but  all  killing  at  sea  is  indiscriminate  and  uncontrollable,  and  hence 
fatal  in  its  coiisequi^nces  if  carried  on  to  any  serious  extent.  Kegarded 
as  a  factor  in  the  world's  connnerco,  extinction  means,  and  is  here  used 
to  mean,  a  diminution  so  great  that  the  catch  would  not  i)ay  for  hunt- 
ing, without  rc^ference  to  the  fact  that  a  few  scattered  individuals  may 


I'roliiliilidii 
Hiiiy. 


long  survive  the  general  mass. 


Wm.  H.  Dall. 


Snbscribe<l  and  sworn  to  before  mo  this  9th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[l.  S.J  John  J.  Malonk, 

Notary  I'uhlio,  J).  C. 
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f  ic,  1).  (J- 


"i'/- 


Arrival  of  bulls. 


Mignitioii  of  biilU. 


Arrivnl  of  cows. 


Migriitioii  of  nowa. 


Arrival  of  young 
inalt'H. 


Miffralion  of  young 
muloH. 


Piposilioii  of  V.  L.  FoicUr,  Axsistant  Afiint  of  the  Icsuccs  on  the  I'ribilo/ 

HABITS  PELAGIC   SKALTNCf 

Alaska,  U.  S.  A., 

St.  r<(ul  Islfdul,  Prihilof  Group,  ss: 

V>.  Ti.  Fowicr,  bciii;;  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  40  years  of 
n,L;'e,  iind  was  l)oni  at  Stoiieliam,  Mass.     1  have  been  a  resident  of  the 
IViltilof  Isliinds  ni(»st  of  tlie  time  since  l.S7'.>.     My  ocenpatiun  is  tliat  of 
assistant  a;;cnt  of  the  lessees  of  tlie  ishuuls.     1   have 
iiad  ei;;lit  years' exj)eiieuce  on  tlie  sealiiij;"  lieldsof  St.      Kxiwiome. 
Paul  and  St.  (Jeorj;e  islands,  and   1   have  a  practical 
kiiowlcd<;('  of  the  habits  of  the  fur  seal  while  on  the  islamls,  and  of  the 
methods  used  in  takiiij;^  and  j)repa.riiif.''  the  skins  for 
sliipmeiit.     'flic  bull  seals  arrive  on  the  islands  from 
the  latter  i)artof  April  to  June  !">,  and  most  all  of  them 
leave  in  Au,uust  and  September,  and  1  have  seen  a  few 
as  late  as  October.    The  cows  come  to  the  islands  be 
tweeii  dune  1  and  July  LM),  and  commeiu;e  leaving'  in 
()ct<)b(>r,  and  but  few  are  found  on  the  islands  as  late 
as  December,  unless  it  should  be  a  mild  winter.    The 
yomig  male  seals  from  2  to  5  years  old  <'ome  in  May 
or  June,  and  hanl  out  by  themselves;  the  older  ones 
usually  come  first,  and  they  remain  on  or  abont  the 
islands  nntil  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  compels 
tliein  to  leave,  which  is  usually  late  in  the  fall  or  early 
winter.     Occasionally  some  remain  till  late  in  January. 
Tlie  ])upsare  born  soon  alter  the  cows  arrive,  and  re- 
inaiii  u  itil  Oitober  and  iSrovend)er,  and  when  they  re- 
turn, the  followiiij4'  se;is(ui,  (h»  not  stay  on  land  miicli  of  the  time. 

Tile  killing  season  for  skins  takes  place  in  June  and  July,  and  none 
but  males  are  killed,  and  it  is  si^ldom  that  the  cows 
nvv.  OA'i'v  ill  the  drives  at  this  time  of  the  year.     Should 
a  cow  happen  to  .n'ct  into  one  of  the  drives  she  is  care- 
fully separated  from  the  rest,  and  permitted  to  go  to 
llie  water.     Later  in  the  season,  when  food  drives  are 
beiiij;'  ma<le,  and  the  harems  are  l)roken  np,  a  small 
immlier  of  (-ows  an?  in  the  drives,  but  none  are  killed 
unless  by  accich'Jit.     The  natives  who  make  the  drives  are  very  partic- 
ular on  this  point,  and  nothing  otTends  tlnun  <pii(rker  than  to  have  a 
feiiialc  seal  killed.     Tiiey  are  very  careful  in  hamlliug  the  seals,  and 
seem  to  fully  appret-iate  the  necessity  of  preserving  the  seals  as  well  as 
tlie  laws  relating  to  that  subject.     1  never  saw  any 
iiiii)or(uit  bulls  on  the  rookeries,  and  do  not  believe 
:  there  ever  was  any,  unless  it  was  the  result  of  age;  nor 
I  do  1  believe  that  young  male  seals  were  ever  rendered 
i  impotent  by  driving.   There  has  always  been  a  plenty  of 
bulls  on  the  rookeries  for  breeding  i)uri)oses  ever  since 
[l  have  been  on  the  islands.     Seals  have  decreased  in 
|numbers  very  rapidlyinthe  last  few  years,  and  to  any- 
one who  saw  the  l)reediii}>'  rookeries,  as  1  did,  in  1880, 
the  ehange  is  most  wonderful.    The  flesh  of  the  fur  seal  is  used  for 
food  1)Y  the  natives  and  wdiite  men  on  th«i  islands,  and 

'  i  .  ... ,i;  .1     ,1  1  .    ji  T  1  >  1!  •    1  Seals  as  food. 

,i>  relisliiMi  by  them.     1  have  never  known  of  any  su'k- 

jness  or  epidemic  amoiiK  the  seals    and  I  ar.i  "of  the     j,„«i,knes,  .unong 

lopinion  tiiat  the  thousands  ot  dead  pups  ou  the  rook-  seals. 
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flics  liisl  yciir  (lied  of  s(:ii\ ;i( ion  on   iin-onnf   of  tlicir  luotliors  boiiij; 
sliol  ;iM(l  i<iil('(l  wiiilc  I'crdin^'  ill   tiic  lisliin^'  lianivN  in 


nil 


IVr.l 


I'lijiM  (Iviii;;  iir.stiir- 
viiiiciii.  I  lie  s(;ii. 

I  was  jnrscnt  last  yv.w  and  saw  some-  ol'  the  dead   pups  examined. 

Tiieir  stomaclis  weic  em])ly,  and  tliey  iiresented  all  tiie  ap|>eai'an('es  of 

stai  valio'i.     I  also  noticed  on  tlie  lookeries  a   yreat  nnmy  emaciated 

pups,  which,  on  a  latcf  \  isit,  would  be  dead.     It  has  always  been  the 

]>ractice  jniorto  1S!M  lor  Die  natives  to  kill  three  to  four  thousand  jiujjs 

in  Noveiiiln'i'  tor  food,  and  we  always  liud   thcii-  stomachs  filled  with 

1  base  also  observed  that  the  male  seals  killed  soon  alter  they 

come  to  the  islands  are  fat  and  their  stomachs  filled 

,';'"'"'"'^" '""""'    with  liiod.  Willie  tiiose  killed  in  the  latter  i>art  of  tli.) 

season  are   poor  and   lean   and  without  food  in   their 

stomachs.     It  was  on  tlie  brccdiii^jf  rookeries  and  simony  the,  cows  that 

1  lirst  b(',L;an  to  notice  the  decrease  in   st^al   lile,  and  I 

foiVri'iiTiT/rcmrlr!i'i'«.   ''**  ""''  tliiiik  t  licrc  was  more  than  one  fourth  as  many 

<'ows  on  the  breediu};'  rookeries  in  1H!H  that  there  was 

in  1S.S7.    And  I  know  of  no  oilier  cause  for  the  decrease,  than  that  of  the 

ViUtiU-  s.iiiiMf;  iiK'  killing'  of  the  cows  at  sea  by  the  ])elaf>ie  hunters,  which 

'"'""••  I  believe  must  lie  jirohibited  if  tlie  Alaskan  fur-seal  is 

to  be  saved  from  total  (h'structioii. 

C.    li.    I'^OWLKK. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  Ix'tbic  mo,  an  oflicer  emi)owered  to  admin- 
ister oaths  under  seclion  J!l."(!,  iJevised  Statutes  of  tlui  lliiite<l  States, 
this  8th  day  of  June,  J8JL',  at  St.  Paul  island,  Alaska. 

WiAI.  II.  VViLi.TAi\rs, 
Trca.siiri/  Aijetillii  chuiuji;  of  ISeal  JNlauils. 


I)ej)OsUioti  of 'T.  M.  Udjix.  mas/r)'  wtiritic)' 


in  onph)}/  of  h'Sfiecs  of  rribilof 


ROOKERIES  AMI)   TELAOIC   SllALIIs'G. 


State  of  Camfouma, 

(Jitjl  and  CoKiify  of  San  Francifico,  ss: 
(.!apt. .] . -M .  Hays,  bein.u'  duly  sworn,  dcjioses  and  says:  T  reside  in 
San  !''rancisco,  and   am  by  occujiation  master  of  a  ves 
i:xiHii,ii,o.  s<'l.     Have  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Alaska  (Commer- 

cial Comiiany  since  1881.  and  in  the  discharge  of  my 
<luties  have  visited  annually,  with  one  e.\cei)tion,  the  different  tradinj;' 
]M>sts  on  the  islands  of  the  Aleutian  Archipelago,  and  on  the  Alaskan 
coast  in  the  Uci  iiiu'  Sea  as  far  north  as  St.  .Michaels,  and  i)rior  to  18iK» 
I  went  annually  to  the  seal  islands  in  JJerinjj  Sea,  and  freipiently  vis- 

_  ited  the  seal  rookeries  on  the  same.     I  have  noticed  a 

(h'crease  in  number  of  seals  from  year  to  year  in  the 
waters  of  theBerinji'  Sea  since  about  1886,  and  tbr  the  last  three  years 
the  decrease  has  been  very  rapid.  Uj)  to  alxmt  1884  the  Bering  Sea 
around  the  Piibilof  Islands,  and  betwecMi  said  islatuls  and  the  passes. 
Avas  swanning  with  seals  during  the  breeding  season,  but  for  the  last 
few  years  the  (h'crease  in  numbers  has  been  so  marked  that  I  could 
not  fail  to  notice  it.     1  never  have  known  or  heard  of  fur  seals  haul  in  j; 
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Ml)  ni\  liunl  nnywi.cit'  on  tlie  North  I'iieilir  or  Ahiskan  roast, or  IsIiiimIs 
llicreof,  exceot  (III  the  st'al  isliiiiils,     I  liave  oflt'ii  con- 

.'.,',  Ill  1    ••  Miinl     nil    iiiilv    «n 

versed  witli  masters,  seamen,  and  hnntcis  rn;ua;;fd  in    i.,ii,ii„i  i.i;,„,u: 
Imntin^  the  fai'  seals,  ami  their  statements  to  me  liavi^ 
always  been   that   the  capture  of  a   male  seal   was  a      i.,.i„j;i,.  .,,i.iMn..Mt- 
rai'itv;    that   nearly  all  of  their  catch  wer<'  cow  seals   ly  i>iv-iiiint  m miik- 
heavv  with  yonnii',  or  llmsc  who  had  yiveii  hiitli  to  their   "'""'"*• 
yonn'^'on  tlu' islaeds.  and  ^'onc  ont  to  t!:e  lisliiiiji' hank      wmi,. ..r  uro 
to  feed,  and  that  they  lose  a  ]\\vin'  pioii  uliini  nf  (hose 
kdled  and  wonnded.     I   am  decidedly  of  the  npiniou 

,        ,  ■  1  (•  1     : .     1 1       xr    .  1 1     I  >  (  iiiiMi' III  III  rii'iiHo. 

that  the  (h'crease  in  nninheis  (»t  seals  in  the  North  I  a- 
cllic  and   llcrin;;'  Sea  is  owinji'  to  pelagic  imntiiiu-,  aixi  that  iinh'ss  dis- 
contiimed   tliey  will  soon  becoine  so   nearly  extinct  as  to  he  worthless 
for  coinniercial  jmrposcs. 

1  am  not    now,  nor  never  have  been,  in  the  einidoy  of  the  pre.^ent 
U'ssees  of  the  seal  islands. 

.1.  M.  1 1  AYS. 

Siihsciihed  ami  sworn  to  before  me  this  IJlst  day  of  March,  1S1>2. 
[L,  a.]  ViA'Aii-.sr  Hknnktt, 

yotari/  rublic. 


Deposition  of  M.  A.  Uvalni.  captain.  U.  S.  h'cmiur  Marine. 
rininr,;)!'  islands  and   imilaokj  si^amng. 

STATK   or   ('AI.II'OIIMA. 

City  awl  (Jounty  of  Sa7i  Francisco,  ss: 
Cajit.  M.  A.  Ilealey,  havinj;-  been  duly  sworn,  dejioses  and  says:  I 
!iin  ii  citi/en  of  the  United  Stales.     I  am  now  and  have 
li?('ii  l(tr  the  last  twenty-hve  years  an  othcer  in    the 
liiited  States  IJevenne  Marine  Service,  and  have  been  on  duty  nearly 
all  the  time  in  the  Avaters  of  the  iS'orth  Tacillc,  JJerin^'  and  Arctic. 
Seas.     For  tlu;  past  six  years  I  liave  been  in  command  o^'  .lie  United 
Stntesrevenuesteameri/cffrjitrior  to  which  time  1  had  con  mand  of  the 
riiiteil  States  re\enue  steamer  Corivin  lor  six  years;  both  of  whiidi 
vessels  were  employed  almost  exclusively  in  navi.i>atin^'  th<^  waters  of 
Uerinu  Sea,  ffuardinj;  the  seal  islands,  and  ])rotectin<;"  the  seals  found 
in  those  waters  from  destruction  by  ])oaching  vessels  enga}>ed  in  what 
is  known  as  pehmic  sealin,!^-.     ."My  first  voya^v  was  ip-mIc      j,i,.^^  vovuk"  to 
to  tlie  seal  islands  in  1S()!>,  and   I   have  cruise*!   ,;:ii,u-   I'liiiiiiif   JslainU    iu 
ally  tor  the  last  twelve  years  in  the  Alaskan  waters  '*'''"• 
!il»ont  the  I'ribilof  Islands  uj)  to  the  ]»resent  time.     j\ly  oflicial  i»osition 
ami  the  character  of  my  <Mnployment,  as  well  as  natural  inclination,  lias 
uiveii  me  an  opportunity  for  familiarizini;  mvself  with 
llie  character  of  the  fur-seal  industry  and  the  hal»its 
of  the  seals,  and  has  also  brouuht  me  in  ciuitaet  with  many  peojde  en- 
.uaucd  in  the  hnntinji'  of   the  lur-scals,  and  of  the  f>eneral  methods 
eni]»loyed  in  cat<!hin.!i'  them.     Duriii};'  my  visits  to  the  islands  of  St. 
I'aul  and  St.  Georye  for  the  last  twenty  years  I  have  carefully  noticed 
that  those  islands  were  visited  by  f^reat  lu-rds  of  fur-seals  during  the 
hreedin<>'  season,  and  that  althouj^h  H)(>,0()()  male  seals  were  taken  annu- 
ally at  the  islands  bv  the  lessees  no  percei>tible  dimi-      „     ,•   ■    .■        , 
nation  in  their  numbers  was  notiC(iable  until   within   soniHim  isiaii.is  until 
the  past  \\^\\  years  when  the  killinji"  of  seals  in  the  open   "itiiiMpiist  lew.v.urs. 
sea  on  the  part  of  lishing  vessels  became  prevalent;  since  which  time 
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there  liiis  boon  a  very  ix'iTeplihh'  (liiniiiiition  iJi  tlie  nnmber  of  seals 
Keen  in  the  water  of  the:  IJeriiij;'  Sea  and  hanlinj^'^ronnds  on  theishinds. 
This  deciease  lias  beeonie  ahuniinj;ly  sn(hlen   in   the 
"'""'■  hist  three  or  four  years,  due  J  believe,  to  the  ruthless 

rind  indiscriminate  nu'thods  of  <lestruetion  employed  by  vessels  in  tak- 
ing? female  seals  in  the  open  svn,. 

Aly  e.x])t!rienee  lias  been  that  tiie  vessels  emjdoyed  in  huntiiifj  seals 
shoot  indiseriminately,  pups,  u\u\v  and  fenmle  seals,  ic;- 
<;ardl('ss  of  aj^e  or  sex.  and  even  sliould  sealers  wish  to 
diseriminate  in  tin-  kiliinjj'  it  would  not  be  possible  for 
them  to  do  so,     JNIy  study  of  them  in  a  lonj;' experience 


I  Dili  hi:  rim  ill  II  to 
slaiiKlitiT. 


Sox     iiiilintiiiRiiiHli 
alilo  in  water. 


a  seal  while  in 

I'liy  of  liiiiilciH. 

or  eondition. 

^Mi'tliiiil  of  hiiiitiii|r. 


has  not  enahled  me  to  i)nsitivcly  distinjiiiish  the  sex  of 
the  water.  It  is  the  custom  to  ])ay  seal-hnnters  per 
skins  taken,  hence  it  is  the  object  of  tlu^  hunters  to  se- 
eurt^  as  many  as  ]tossible,  without  reference  to  sex,  age, 
AVhile  huntiii}?  they  use  sniall  row  boats,  with  two  or 
thi'eemen  in  each  i)oat  armed  with  shot;iun  and  rifle, 
ehietly  the  former,  and  it  wtndtl  be  simply  imjmasible 
for  the  master  or  owners,  even  shoiihl  they  desire  it,  to  supervise  ten 
or  a  dozen  hm.ters  as  io  the  killinj''  of  any  ])articn1ar  sex  or  kind. 

Formerly  the  seals  were  gentle  and  tin;  ait]>roach  of  a  vessel  did  not 
even  alarm  them,  but  when   lirearms  eame  into  use  it  so  frightened 
Wimtoof  lifo  them  that  they  had  to  be  shot  at  huig"  range,  entadiuf; 

a  loss  of  not  less  than  three  out  of  evev^  four  or  iive, 
killed.  The  ruthless  i)ractice  of  killing  seals  by  sh''  ig  them  in  the 
sea  is  not  only  extravagant  in  the  loss  of  skins,  b  also  a  wanton 

and  useless  destinction  of  a  valuable  and  useful  .    ..nal,  and  must 
necessarily  so(»n  leatl  to  its  exteiniination  if  not  discontinued. 

It  will  he  readily  seen  that  the  demoralization  juotluced  by  a  sealing 
lleet  of  tilty  to  a  huntlred  vessels  with  from  1,000  to  2,000  men  scat- 
tered over  the  sea,  hunting  and  shooting  indiseriminately,  Avould  soon 
put  an  entl  to  all  seal  life  in  those  waters. 

JVIy  own  obst^rvation  and  the  information  obtained  from  seal  hunters 
convince  me  that  fully  00  ])er  cent  of  tlie  seals  found  swimming  in  the 
Uering  Sea  during  the  bieeding  seas(»n  are  lemales  in 
search  of  food,  and  their  slaughter  residtsiu  the  de- 
stiiictioii  of  heryoung  by  stitrvation.  1  lirmly  believe 
that  the  fur-seal  industiyat  the  I'ribilof  Islands  can  be  saved  from 
destriicti(»n  only  by  a  total  i)rohibition  against  killing 
steals  not  only  in  tlie  waters  of  the  Dering  Sea  but  also 
duiing  tlieir  annual  imnngration  northward  in  the  Pa- 
ciflt!  Ocean. 

This  conclusion  is  based  iiton  the  well-known  fact  that  the  mother 
seals  are  slaughtered  l»y  tin',  thousands  in  the  North  racilic  while  on 
tiieir  way  to  the  islands  to  give  birth  to  their  young,  and  extinction 
must  iieccssaiily  come  to  any  s])ecies  of  animal  where  \\n\  female  is  <!on- 
tininilly  hunted  and  killed  during  the  ]>eriod  required  for  gestation  and 
I'caring  (»f  her  young;  as  now  ])racticed  there  is  no  re- 
piirsiiit  ^pj^p  f,,  u,,.  f(>]|i.iie  i^eal  from  the  relentless  pursuit  ot 
the  seal  hunters,  for  the  schooners  eh»se  their  season 
with  the  departure  of  the  seals  from  the  northern  sea,  and  then  return 
home,  refit  immediately  and  start  out  u])on  a  new  voyage  in  February 
or  March,  commencing  upon  tlie  coast  of  California,  Oregon,  and  Wash- 
ington, following  the  seals  northward  as  the  season  advances  into  the 
Bering  Sea. 
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I  have  made  diligt'iit  iinniiiy  into  tlie  habits  of  the  seals  an«l  have 
vrt  to  h'ai  II  that  tliey  liaiil  upon  hind  on  theAnnM'iran 
ctast  or  ishmds  cxrcpt  the   l'iihih»r  Ishinds,  at  wiiich    „",",'', ';i''"|'>    "" 
place  alone  they  l»ear  their  young,  and  1  have  no  r»'a- 
son  to  l)elieve  tiiat  th«^  pups  are  i)orn  in   tlie   water  or      |.,,i,,„i,,   1,1,(1,  i,,, 
that  they  can  be  saved  in  the  waterifaeeidentally  born    p.pssiiir... 

there. 

M.  A.  IlKALY. 

Subscribed  and  sw«>rn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  April,  A.  I).  ISIL'. 

[SKAL.J  Ol-KMKNT  I?I;NNKTT, 

Notary  Public. 


MaiiajiIuiiD'iit. 


Ifepiisition  of  Max  Jfcilhtoitncr,  Si'rrctari/  o/the  Alanka  Coiniin  nUd  Coin- 

l>anij. 

UAIUS. 

Statk  of  Oaijfoknia, 

('ityand  County  0/ San  Fram  i.sco,  ss: 

Max  Ueilbronner  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am 
secretary  of  the  Alaska  (JoiMinercial  ('oinpaiiy,  and  as  such  have  in  my 
cnstody  all  rei'ord  books  of  th*^  (loini>aiiy;  and  among  tiiem  tinMlaily 
iccoi'ds.or  "log  book"  kept  by  the  agents  of  the  (Join- 
paiiy  on  St.  George  Islaml  from  1873  to  ISSO,  inclusive, 
and  on  St.  I'aiil  Island  from  1S7(»  to  1SS9,  inclusive.  In  thesis  books 
evi'iy  occurrence  was  (;arefnlly  noted  from  day  to  day  by  the  agent  in 
charge  at  tla^  time,  Tiiey  have  been  examined  under  my  sui>ervisioii 
and  show  only  rlie  following  laids  on  St.  CSeorge  Island  during  the 
time  <!overcd  by  them,  to  wit: 

October  JJ3,    .18!) I  [I8fil\. — The  carcasses  of  hfteeii   dead  pup   seals 
and  a  cargo  hook  were  Ibiiiid   on  a  rookery.     It  was 
supposed  that  the  crew  of  a  selnxmer  seen  about  the 
island  a  few  days  previous  lamled  in  the  night. 

October  10,  ISSd. — Fifteen  seal  carcasses  wer*^  found  on  Zapadnie 
rookery.  A  guard  was  stationed,  and  the  following  night  the  crew  of 
a  schooner  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  land.  The  boats  were 
lireci  on  by  the  guard  and  retreated. 

'Inly  SO,  ]SS5. — A  party  landed  under  the  elills  in  a  secluded  place 
and  killed  abcmt  five  hundred  adult  female  seals  and  took  the  skins 
away  with  tlaun.  They  killed  j-bout  live  hundred  pups  at  the  same 
time,  h'aving  them  unskiiined. 

July  ^2,  IS80. — A  party  landed  at  Starrie  Artcel  rookery  and  killed 
iiiid  skinned  one  hundred  and  tw(M;<y  seals,  the  skins  (»f  which  they  left 
in  their  ilight,  when  pursued  by  the  guard.  They  kilh'd  also  ab(Uit  two 
liuiidied  pups,  which  were  left  unskinned. 

^'^ovcmbcr  17,  ISSS. — A  crew  landed  and  killed  some  seals  at  Zapad- 
nie; how  many  is  not  known,  but  at  this  season  of  the  year  the  number 
nuist  have  been  small,  because  the  seals  have  nearlv  all  migrated. 

September  30,  i88/y.— Eighteen  dead  seals  and  four  clubs  were  found 
on  a  beach  near  a  rookery.  It  is  not  known  whether  any  others  were 
killed. 
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An  oxiiiiiJintioii  oI'IIh^  St.  raiil  iccurd  does  not  show  auydi'stniclivo 

I'iiids  upon  the  isliiiid.  It.  is  :i  {';[{•{,  liowcvn',  (li;il  in 
r.u.ns["n'i'  ""   '''    •'"•>,  1«7:..  piior  <o  the  bcjiiiiiiiiifi-  of  t-lic  icconl,  Wm 

{'WW  ot'llic  sciiooiicr  >SV(»  /'/fY/o  liiiidcd  on  (MIcr  Ishuid, 

ii  siniill  islcl  (I  miles  iVoin  S(.   I'mmI.  :ind   kiilr<l  iind  skinned  iJiCid  scmIs. 

SIm-  was  ciiptMrcd    lit'lorc  Icavin;^'  llie   islnnd,  and  Itulii   Hie  skins  and 

Vi'ssel  wei'e  eondenined   to  rnileiniie  l»y  tli<'  I'nited  Slates  eoui'l. 

'I'lie  leiHirts  (tC  tiie  snperinlt'ndeni  lor  tlie   lessees  sliow  that    it  was 

t  lie  ensl(»ni  (>r  tlie  ('oMipan\"s  agents  on  tlie  islands  to 
j'»tn.iiiM.mi,o,„.,u     (•,.,.,,,„., Illy  patrol   Hie  rook.-iies  whenever  tlie  weather 

was  sneli  that  a  landin:;  eoiild  he  ell'eeted  on  them,  and 
to  keep  watelimen  at,  jxtints  dislant  li<»m  the  villaijes,  whose  special 
duty  it  was  to  repoit  every  iinnsiial  or  susjiieioiis  oeeiirrenee,  Imh'  this 
purpose  the  noilheasi  point  of  St.  i'aul  island  was  eonneeted  with  the 
villajje  l)y  telephone*  in  ISS'.;.  a  distance  of  \'2  miles,  and  the  nati\cs 
iut'.truetod  in  the  use  of  the  instinnient.  ifan.v  raids  ui)on  the  islands, 
other  than  thosi^  heicin  mentioned,  had  occurred.  I  am  sure  they  would 
have  been  detoeted  and  rci»orted  t(»  this  ofliee.  No  such  reports  ari^  (>n 
lile. 

Max   lii;iMU{(>NNKR. 

Suhseribed  and  sw(»vn  to  betbic  me  this  (ith  day  of  Ma>,  A.  1).  ISilU. 

|si;.VL.J  ("!,i;.Mi;N'r  Ki;nm;i'I'. 

^'ohdi/  I'ubliv, 


Indnisi'.s  rodinlM. 


ncjiosilioii  (if  II.  II.  Mcliili/n\  siijK  riiiiciuU  ut  of  AUtsLn  sml  Jislu  lic.s. 

Sta'1'1',  oi'  ("ai.ii'oi;ni/.  , 

Citjl  (1)1(1  Coxiitj/  oj'  Siiii  Fraiicifico,  s.s  : 

II.  II.  Mclntyre,  lia\  iiij:  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was 
superintendeiit  of  the  seal  lisheries  of  Alaska  from  1S71  to  ISH'.t,  inclu- 
sive. Tlu'  records  above  referred  to  were  kepI  under  my  direction  by 
my  assistants  on  the  respective  islands.  I  was  in  Irecpient  correspond- 
ence with  these  assistants  when  not  pcrsonaily  present  and  am  sure, 
that  anything'  worthy  of  notice  would  lia\t'  liceii  promptly  repoitcd  to 
me.  I  believe  that  those  records  «(iiilaiii  a  true  account 
of  all  destructive  raids  ii|ion  the  islands.  If  there  had 
been  any  otluM's  I  should  lia\t'  liear<l  of  them.  !']\eiy  unusual  occur- 
rence at  any  point  about  the  islands  was  noted  by  the  keen  eyed  nativos 
and  at  once  reported  to  the  ('omi)aiiy's  ollice.  the  matter  was  investi- 
ji'ated,  and  a  record  of  it  enleied  in  the  daily  Journal.  I  am  contident 
that  the  only  nmriunlinji' exjiedition  that  excr  succeeded  in  killing  more 
than  a  few  dozen  seals  each  wire  those  ot  \s">,  ii|)on  Otter  Island,  and 
of  IS.S."»  upon  St.  (ieor.iie  island,  the  delails  of  wliicli  are  set  forth  l>y 
^Ir.  Ileilbroiiner  in  tlu'  tbrciidinu  atlida\il.  If  there  were  others  of 
which  no  reeoi'd  appears,  the  number  of  seals  killed  was  ♦•omp'.iralively 
verv  small  and  had  no  appreciable  etlcct  upon  seal  life. 

Ii.  II.  MrlNTMtK. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  belbve  nu'  this  (Ith  day  of  May,  A.  I).  1SJ(2. 

[siijiAL.J  C'li:mi;m"  I'.i;'nm;t'I' 

jSuUd'i/  riihlic. 
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Deposition  of  William  8.  Ilirrford,  physivian  on  f'rihilof  Islands. 

IIAIUTS  OP   SKALS — ItOOKKRlES   AKD   I'ELACilC   SEAL1^G. 

State  of  (Jalifoknia, 

(ity  and  Coimti/  of  San  Francisco,  ss  : 

Williain  S.  Hoi ofoid,  liaviiifi' been  duly  savoiii.  (1«])(i!-:os  iuid  snys:  I 

„       ,  iiin  .'?*.)  voiiis  of  iiije,  iiud  iiiii  a   i>li\  sirian.     \   hold  Mki 

dcj^ix't' of  B.  S.,  Santa  (  laia  (  olNj^c,  .s.  J.,  year  Ibii, 

also  a  icj^ular  jiradiiato  of  the  inedical  dt'iiartiKciit  of  the   Urnvor-sity 

of  IN'imsylvauia,  year  1877;  am  a  le.milar  pi  actitioiier  of  medicine  and 

surgery: 

1  entered  the  service  of  the  Alasl^a  ("omnicrcial  Company  AugUfst, 
1880,  for  the  purpose  of  beinji'  one  of  tlic  resident  pliysicians  on  the 
seal  islands,  and  ^vas  continuously  in  Ihrir  ciniiloy  until  .May,  I8!l(»,  at 
wliicli  time  I  went  into  1heeiii]»loy  of  llu^  Noilli  American  Commercial 
('onipany  in  the  same  capacity  until  the  latter  pai  t  of  Aiinnst,  181>1, 
having  left  by  resifiiiation.  1  was  in  the  service  of  the  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company  almost  ten  years  and  with  tlie  North  American  Com- 
mercial Coni])any  about  Jiitcen  months,  and  had  a  total  connection  with 
the  seal  islaiids  a  little  over  ten  years.  iSeal  and  seal  life  being  the  only 
and  all  absorbing  to})ie  of  couversation,  business,  food,  etc.,  equally 
with  thenatives  as  ourselves,  one  natiually  bcccnnes  aluiostas  familiar 
with  the  fur-seals  and  their  habits,  as  a  farmer  would  witii  those  of  the 
cattle  and  horses  on  his  larm,  ora  hunter  of  the  aninialsby  whom  he  is 
surrounded  in  the  woods,  and  by  tiie  killing  of  which  he  gains  a  liveli- 
lioiid,  both  as  a  means  of  sustenance  ami  article  of  commerce. 

In  my  capacity  of  physician  and  surgeon  to  the  sealing  (;ompaiiies, 
i.e.,  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  and  the  ]Sorth  American  Com- 
mercial Company,  I  was  stationed  the  (list  year,  /.  c,  1880  and  1881,  at 
St.  (ieorge  Island,  and  in  1881  and  1882  at  Unalaska,  at  which  time  my 
duties  HMiuired  me  to  sail  from  Unalaska  (o  .\ttu,  lielkolskie,  Atka, 
Fiiga,  etc.  1  have  been  fiom  Kadiak  to  Attn  and  have  visited  tlie 
way  [)laces  between  those  points.  1  have  also  in  the  same  (capacity 
made  tiiree  trips  to  St.  i\li(!haels,  ^Norton  Sound,  one  of  which  trii)s  on 
account  of  the  ie<'  carried  me  over  on  to  the  I'nssiaii  coast  and  as  far 
north  as  the  llering  Straits.  [  have  also  visited  Sf.  Matthews  Island, 
though  never  having  landed,  passed  by  St.  J-awreiice  Island,  etc. 
Alter  I88l»  |  was  at  St.  Paul  Island,  with  the  exception  of  my  vacations 
in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until  18U0  and  18!H,  when  I  was  again  placed 
on  St.  (ieorge  Island.  My  knowledge  is  from  personal  observation  and 
e.\i)erieiice,  as  well  as  from  coiiveisatmn  with  the  natives,  having  be 
come  imu'c  or  less  intimately  ac<|uaint((l  wi)h  the  language  spoken  b.\ 
the  nati\ cs  of  the  islands. 

The  loss  of  life  of  ])U|)  seals  on  the  rookeries  up  to  aittait  1884  or  188r» 

Loss  of  ,.,ii.,s  lip  ti.  "'as  compaiatively  sliglit  and  was  generally  attributed 
issior  is^:. idiiiiiaiii-  to  the  <leath  of  the  mother  seal  IVom  natural  causes  oi 
lively  siifiiii.  from  their  natural  enemies  in  the   water,  or,  as  souk 

times  liai)i)ened,  sudden  storms  witlihea\y  surfs  rolling  in  tVoin  certain 
directions  on  to  the  breeding  rookeries,  bat  iicxcr  at  any  time  Wfaihi 
a  sidlicient  number  of  pups  lie  killed  to  make  it  the  subjeit  of  special 
eomment,  either  among  the  nati\'es  or  the  emitloyi's  of  the  comi»any. 

Coinei<lent  with  1  lie  increase  of  luinting  seals  in  the  sea,  there  wa 
an  increase  i;-  the  death  rate  of  pup  steals  on  the  rooK 
r»tro"'jmim"*   '''""'   *^'"'*-'*'  iil>^<>i>l»^'i'<'<'l>lible  diminution  of  female  s<-als.    As 
liuntiug  increased,  it  be*  an;"  self  e\ident,  even  to  tlio 
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most  casual  observer,  that  the  rookeries  wore  becoiniuf*'  devastated.  It 
is  ixtsitively  a  fact  that  there  are  not  near  as  many 
s<'als  occupying-  the  rookeries  now,  at  the  presetit  time,  ,,','iieTiV8?"'^'''''''"'' 
;is  there  wi're  when  1  (irst  saw  the  islands.  The  va- 
cant spaces  on  the  breeding;'  and  haulinji'  j^rounds  liave  iiu-reased  in 
size  fiom  year  to  year  since  1(S84,  and  have  been  very  noti('eal)le  for  the 
hist  four  or  five  years. 

When  I  first  went  to  the  seal  islands  the  seals  were  actually  increas- 
jiiji'  in   innnbcrs,   instead  of  dinunishing'.     Two  facts 
pfesented  themselves  to  me  lati?r  on. 

First.  S(!als  were  arrivinj;'  each  year  in  diminished 
niunbers. 

Second.  At  the  same  time  that  the  female  seals  were  decreasin'?  in 
numbers,  the  number  of  dead  ]mps  on  the  rookeries  was  increasinji-, 

'I'liere  lias  been  no  change  in  the  manner  of  conducting  the  business 
ashore,  but  tluMc  has  been  addc^l  the  open  sea  hunting' 
industry  in  the  waters  surrounding  the  ro(d<eries,  and 
wliich  industry,  as  is  well  known,  has  rapidly  increased  since  ISSl, 
n^itil  now  it  has  assumed  grand  i)roportions.  It  is  a  well-known  fact 
tint  the  female  seals  leave  the  islands  and  go  great  dis- 
imces  for  food,  and  it  is  clearly  proven  tliat  many  of 
lliem  do  not  return,  as  the  number  of  pups  starve<I  to  death  on  the 
idckcrics  dem<  nstrates. 

The  old  mother  seal  will  not  nurse  any  but  its  own  offspring,  and  can 
sinule  it  out  of  a  band  of  thousands  even  aftei-  an  ab- 
srnVeof  days  fiom  the  ishiiuls.  The  difference  l)etween  ,,,^i"',',,'|;.'™''"'''^ ''' 
a  well  iu>urished  pup,  and  one  starving  to  death  is 
also  easily  recognized;  one  being  plump  and  liv4'ly,  growing  extremely 
r.ipidly.  the  other  slowly  dwindling  away,  its  body  l)econung  lean,  long 
and  laidcy,  the  head  Ixiiig  the  lar'  est  and  m<»st  conspicuous  i>art.  The 
|i(ior  little  thing  finally  diops  fron  iiecr  exhaustion  in  its  tracks,  being 
(iiily  a  matter  of  tinu',  lietbre  it  succumbs  lo  stai\at''on.  in  lefenMice  to 
tiie  time  a  newly  born  seal  could  live  without  is  moth 
cr's  care,  1  can  say  that  I  have  known  on<'  |iaiticidai 
pup  seal  to  have  positi\('Iy  existed  Ibr  a  peiiod  oi  at  least  t\wt  weeks  or 
nioie  from  the  moment  of  birtli  with  not  over  a  pint  oi'  so  ol  cow's 
milk,  at  the  nM»st,  which  had  t<»  be  forced  down  its  throat.  Perhaps 
liiis  will  be  best  understood  by  exi»Iaining  the  circumstances. 

Mltic  ".linimie,"  as  this  paiticular  pup  was  called,  w  i  -  the  child  of 
ail  \(Mse  circumstances  as  his  UM)ther  happened  accidentally  to  be  caught 
Ml  a  large  drive  and  could  not  be;  separated  from  the  Iierd  until  the. 
I>.illing  ground  was  reached.  Shortly  after  being  jiarted  out  mil  al- 
lowed to  go  fr«'e,  on  her  way  to  the  water,  she  hurriedly  gave  hirtli  lo 
I  his  pup  and  continued  on  her  .j(aiiney.  The  ])Uii  was  watched  cari^ 
tiilly  for  a  few  days,  and  when  it  was  thought  to  liave  been  deserted  a 
Mini  hearted  employi'  of  the  company,  I\lr.  Allis,  brought  it  into  the 
\iliage  with  a  double  view  of  trying  to  save  its  life  as  well  as  to  make 
a  pet  of  it.  l''or  the  first  few  days,  as  nobody  could  manager  to  niakc^ 
liiiii  eat  and  as  he  would  generally  get  the  bi'st  of  some  friendly  linger 
11  these  attempts  at  feeding,  he  was  let  severely  alone,  'flien  followed 
\  arioiis  cimtrivanc«'s,  nu'chauical  and  otherwise,  for  holding  his  head 
jsn  as  Id  teed  him  with  a  sjioon  or  ai  nuising  bottle,  but  all   to  no  piir- 

^e.  lor  he  \*iiuld  get  most  of  the  milk  everywlu're  but  where  it  was 
jiniemlcd  to  go.  This  went  on  for  allot  two  weeks  or  more.  I  then 
[•  ipiipp^'''  myself  with  a  large  syringi;  and  a  Hexibh^  tube,  and  about  a 
ll'iiii  or  so  of  wai'U),  fresh  (-ow's  milk.  Little  •-Jinuuie's"'  mouth  \vas 
;i710— VOL  II 3 
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Pup's  dread  of  tlui 
■nrater. 


kept  open,  the  tube  waspiissod  down  his  throat  into  his  stomach,  the 
syringe  iilled  with  milk,  in  quiintity  as  hefore  stated,  and  which  was 
unanimously  agreed  was  not  too  niuch  I'or  him  at  one  feeding,  was 
sh)wly  injected  down  the  tube  into  his  stomach.  After  the  o])eration 
the  tube  was  carefully  withdiawn  and  "-Jimmie"  was  left  to  his  own 
devices.  The  imp,  much  to  the  giatilication  and  amusement  of  all 
present,  immediately  began  to  show  in  the  most  unmistakable  manner 
the  greatest  of  seal  delight,  i.e.,  to  lie  down  in  the  viriims  ])ositions 
of  seal  comfort,  on  his  back  and  side,  and  wave  and  fan  nimself  with  his 
llipi)ers,  scratch  himself,  bleat,  etc.  As  these  signs  were  unmistak- 
able to  all  i)resent  who  were  fanuliar  with  the  habits  of  seals,  the  op- 
eration was  thought  to  be  a  success.  U]t  to  the  last  time  the  i)up  was 
seen,  late  tluit  night,  he  was  doing  finely,  but  lu^xt  morning  he  was 
found  dead,  and  1  attril)uted  liis  sudden  taking  oft"  eithei'  to  the  small 
boy  or  an  accident  during  the  night. 

Another  instance  is  that  of  a  young  pup  seal  born  under  almost  sim- 
ilar circumstances  some  years  previous,  aiul  deserted  by  ids  mo'.her. 
It  was  placed  near  the  water's  edge  to  see  if  in  a  tew  days  its  niother  would 
not  return  to  it,  or  maybe  it  might  take  to  the  water  naturally  and 
swim  jicross  to  an  adjoining  rookery  a  few  yards  distant,  and  possibly 
there  be  found  by  its  mother  and  its  lift*  thus  be  saved. 
Day  after  day  this  pu])  was  watched,  but  it  would  not 
go  near  tln^  water  and  neither  did  its  mother  return. 
After  several  days  or  so  a  new  emi>loye  of  that  season  only,  and  know- 
ing nothing  whatever  of  fur  seal  lile  and  habits,  coming  along  that  way 
and  finding  the  pup  in  the  grass,  thiiddng  probably  that  he  had  gotten 
lost  from  the  ot her  side  took  him  up  and  threw  him  into  the  water, 
with  a  view  of  giving  him  a  chance  of  swinuning  back  home.  It  was  a 
mistaken  kindness,  however,  for  he  was  inunediately  drowned,  as  he 
was  too  young  to  swim,  his  head  being  too  heavy  for  his  body. 

These  cases  demonstrate  two  points,  i.e.,  that  a  very  young  fur  seal 
p.iiijric,  i.irth  iiiipos-  cau  livc  u  Considerable  time  without  lourislnnent,  sev- 
*"''"  eral  days  or  more;  also  that  they  can  not  swim,  and  any 

and  all  fur  seals  born  in  tlie  water  nuist  necessarily  ])erish. 

J.  remend)er  these  two  instances  distinctly,  as  I  Avas  very  nuu'h 
impressed  by  them  at  tlu'  time.  Otiiers  might  ])ossn)ly  be  (Mted,  but  t 
think  these  will  sullice.  These  two  isolated  instances  show  that  a 
young  fur  seal  can  li\e  without  its  motla-r's  care  tor  a  week  or  so,  and 
tbat.  the  little  fellows  on  the  rookeries,  who  ])robably  have  been  nursed 
to  their  heart's  content  before  the  mother  seals  took  their  departure, 
stand  at  least  an  ecjual,  if  not  superior,  cliance  of  life,  until  their 
mothers  return  from  the  feeding  grounds,  even  giving  them  wide  mar- 
gins for  delays. 

It  is  asserted  that  the  fur  seals  give  birth  to  their  young  also  on 

kelp  ]»atches,  and  lie  asleej)  on  their  backs,  with  their 

iJpV"  ""'  ^"™  ""  <»«''«l»iii'Ji'  J"  their  embrat'c,  clasped  to  their  breasts. 

This  is  descrijjtive  of  the  sea  otter,  but  is  not  true  ot 

the  fur  seal. 

It  is  known  and  currently  believed  among  the  natives  of  the  seal 
islands,  and  also  among  the  employi'-sof  the  sealing  com]»any,  past  am) 

„  ,4,,  i>resent,  that  the  mother  seal  will  go  great  distances 
anil  l>e  gone  tor  long  ])ern»ds  or  time  in  (|uestot  food 
Such  is  also  my  observation  and  belief.  In  fact  it  is  a  <'ommon  tliin^' 
to  see  sijuads  uv  herds  goiii!.:  out  and  coming  in  av.  various  times  dur 
ing  the  day.  Food  a'round  the  immediate  vicanity  of  the  seal  islands 
18  at  the  best  of  times  scanie,  and  as  the  rookeries  increase  in  the  num 
J)cr  of  their  occupants  it  becomes  uecessary  for  them  each  day  to  go 
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fartiier  and  farther.  I>istauee,  liowever.  Is  no  parti  sular  object  to 
thciii,  as  tliey  are  very  speedy  tiavelcrs.  [  do  not  know  wlictiicr  the 
inotlier  seal  Inis  the  power  of  vohmtarily  restraining  and  i)o.stponing 
the  invohmtary  act  of  labor  or  not,  bnt  it  wonid  almost  scnn  as  If  siio 
had,  as  on  many  occasions  she  will  have  l)nt  Just  dragged  herself  ashore 
when  she  will  give  birth  to  her  yonng.  Tliis  may  be  a  coincidence  only, 
but  wiien  iH»t  disturbed  they  usually  come  ashore  with  plenty  of  time 
to  make  themselves  comlbrtable. 

1  have  dissected  the  brains,  eyes,  and  hearts,  and  have  examined 
the  lungs,  II vei',  and  Internal  viscera  generally,  of  such  seal  as  are  to 
be  found  on  the  killing  grounds.  Have  also  examined  some  of  the 
stomachs  of  the  pups  on  the  rookeries  in  the  fall. 

The  fur-seal  has  unusually  thin  bones  covering  the  brain.  The  brain 
is  well  sha[)ed,  the  same  abnost  as  a  human  brain,  quite  large,  and  if 
one  could  judge  from  external  appearances  the  animal 

,  ,  .  I  111  11         •      4.    II-  AiiiitDiiiy  III  the  «(m1. 

possessing  such  a  brani  sh(»uld  be  unusually  intelh-  ■' 

gent.  The  eye  during  life  Is  large,  dark,  sympathetic,  and  intelli- 
gent looking,  but,  alas  for  appearances!  On  land  they  may  l>e  occa- 
sionally suspicious,  especially'  should  their  other  senses  b<>.  Iielped  out 
by  their  olfacb)ries,  for  they  have  the  keenest  scent,  but  in  the  water 
they  display  the  greatest  curlositv  and  contidence  In 
passing  (»bjects.  They  will  catch  tip  and  folh.w  a  boat,  „;,.',!;•',  JCS.  "'" 
and  in  f.u't  1  have  seen  theiii  play  around  the  •' killer- 
whale"  totally  oblivious  of  the  fact  that  this''  killer  "is  their  bitter  enemy. 
I  iiave  at  the  same  time  seen  the  sea  lion,  which  is  generally  consid- 
ered more  stupid,  though  braver,  rush  into  shore  and  land  on  the  rocks 
under  similar  circumstances,  apparently  i»reparing  to  cham-e  death  from 
the  natives  to  being  snapped  in  two  and  made  a  meal  of  in  two  mouth- 
fuls  hy  the  "  killers." 

I  am  of  the  impression  that  the  fur  seal,  notwithstanding  Its  mag- 
niliceiit-loiiking  eye,  has  rather  a  short  range  of  vision; 
it  may  be  more  powerful  under  water  than  out. 

Of  tiu^  stomachs  of  the  killable  sevils,  L  may  say  that  there  ih  no  de- 
gree of  regularity  in  what  may  be  found  in  them ;  perhai>s  oftener  noth- 
ing, many  times  a  few  worms,  fre(|uently  a  few  small  stones,  sometimes 
a  ([uantity  of  pea-soup  looking  tluid,  tiie  result  of  the  process  of  diges- 
tion, while  some  may  contain  the  remains  of  tish  bones,  kelp.  etc.  Of  the 
femalt!  fur-seal  stomach  I  know  nothing,  as  they  are  not  allowed  to  be 
killed  on  the  Islands,  but  I  think  it  would  l)e  sate  to  say  remnants  of  a 
tisli  and  kelp  diet  would  fre(piently  be  tbiind,  as  that 
is  tlu'ir  natural  food,  and  they  do  considerable  tiavel- 
ing  l>ack  wards  aiifl  forwards  from  tlu^  fisjiing  banks  while  luirwng  their 
ymnig  alter  having  received  t\\v,  attention  of  the  bulls.  The  pups 
(lii\ en  111)  for  native  use  in  the  tall  were  always  full  to  overllowlng 
with  milk,  their  stomachs  ciuitainin"'  iiotliinu'  else.     These  pups  are  as 
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hiii  always  well  doiio.    On  our  tablo  it  {^(Micrally  wont  by  tlio  name  of 

St.  Paul  (»r  St.  (icorjic  mutton,  respectively,  and  had  its  rejiular  \ihu'v. 

in  our  bill  of  fare,  beinj?  far  more  i>referable  to  "  salt  horse  "  and  eannt'd 

stuffs. 
The  methods  employed  in  handling;  the  drives  are  the  same  identi- 
cally as  of  twenty  years  asjro.    The  same  methods  were, 
observed  when  1  hrst  went  to  the  ishnids,  and  were  in 

vogue  during  the  period  that  I  referred  to  as  an  actual  increase  in  seal 

life,  and  have  been  continued  up  to  the  present  times.     There  is  noth- 
Great  incrcaHo  in   '"4f  different,  except  the  enormous  iiujrr'ase  of  vessels 

imniixir    of  .sriiitiir  j||ul  liuuters  engaged  in  pelagic  sealing  in   IJering  Sea. 

v«,ss,.ls  an.l  iH.nl.rs.       ^^^  ^^^  ^^^.^  .^^^^^   j  ^^^  .^  ^^^.^^  ^j^,^  .^^^  OJM'asioual  VCUtUie- 

some  vessel  that  came  around  and  secured  a  few  hundred  skins  and 
tiiought  itself  lucky  and  cleared  out,  but  since  that  time  not  even 
the  smallest  craft  is  satisfliMl  uidess  it  secures  its  thousands  of  pelts, 
regardless  of  sex.  The  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  seals  in  the  water 
has  S(»  depleted  their  nundu'r,  that  the  comjKiny  is  at 
qnotl''''''^ ''''''''"''■"'  l>i'«'>*«'iit  unable  to  get  their  quota  of  skins  on  the'  island 
as  allowed  ])er  contract  with  the  (jr<)vernment,  and  is 
restricted  to  such  an  iusigiiilicant  number  that  it  is  not  encmgh  to  sup- 
ply food  to  tin'  native  popidation  of  the  islands. 

It  is  an  indisi»ut;il»Ic  fart  that  larger  portions  of  the  breeding  rookeries 
,,  ■     ,       ,   i""l  hauling  grounds  are  bare,  where  I)ut  a  few  years 

iimiiiiiiriiuii  iiaiiiiii-  ago  uotliiug  but  the  hai>py,  noisy,  and    snarling  seal 
«""""'^-  families  could  be  seen. 

The  first  arrival  of  bulls  is  al)out  the  same  time  as  formerly,  but  after 
that  they  till  in  very  much  slower,  and  the  females  for 
Arrival  of  bulls  anil   fjie  'ast  Icw  ycai's  lia  vc  b(!eii  somewhat  later  in  their  ar- 
rival. 
The  driving  rookeries  also  necessarily  have  sutlei-ed, 
""  as  witness  the  dilli'rcnce  in  the  catch,  a  drop  from  100,- 
000  to  about  20,000  iu  1800. 
years  and  I  am     1  made  the  conditions  of  seal  life  a^  can'fiil  study  for 
(irmly  of  the  opiuicui  their  decrease  in  number  on  the 
onisian.us'.'"  ''"""""'  l'iil>il<>t'  Isluiids  is  (luc  wliolly  aiul  entirely  to  hunting 
and  killing  them  in  the  open  sea. 

WM.   S.   llKREl'OlfD. 

Subs('ril)ed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,   A.I). 
l.S!>2. 
[si'iAL.]  Clement  Uhnnkt'I', 

Notary  riihlir. 


T)oc!'oa.so    in 
])any'»  quota. 


■i>] 


Deposition  of  FjJininl  JTitfflics,  stcirnrd  on  rcssrln  and  in  imploi/  of  the 

lessees. 


rKT>A(iI<!   SlOAt-INa. 

Alaska,  \L  S.  A., 

ISf.  I'd  III  fslandj  Prihilof  (/roup,  ss: 

Edward  Hughes,  being  duly  sworn,  dej)oses  and  s.iys:  T  am  52  years 

of  age,  and  1  was  itorn  in  Wales,     i  am  a  citi/en  of  the  rnited  Stales. 

where  1  have  resided  for  thirty-hve  y«'ars,  of  which  tweiity-eigiit  years 

have  been  si)ent  in  Alaska.     For  eighteen  years  1  have 

Kxperitinco.  bccii 'cook  or  stcwaid  on  board  vessels  doing  business 

in  the  Noith  Pacific  and  in  Bering  Sea,  along  the  en 

tire  coast  of  Alaska  from  Sitku  to  Norton  Soundj  and  all  along  and 
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aronud  the,  A-leutiau  Islauds  as  far  west  as  Attu  Islaml,  and  als)  alony 
tiM' coast  of  Sll)eria  as  far  as  Pl!>v'er  Hay.  In  all  t'lDse  years  I  have 
met  aiul  talked  witli  liunters,  trappers,  traders,  and  miners  wliose 
ItiisiiK'ss  called  them  into  Alaskan  waters  and  I  never 
knew  or  heard  tell  of  any  fur-seals  hanlin-  out  on  land  rrVbii'If  i"L"ih.^'  °" 
to  breed  anywhere  on  the  Alaskan  <  (wist  or  islands  in 
tlie  North  racilic  or  Annn'ican  waters  of  Merinjf  Sea,  exeeptinj^  the 
rrihilof  Ishmds.  1  have  been  employc<l  on  the  seal  islands  since  1882, 
and  1  iiave  resided  upon  them  continuously  for  ten  years,  and  have  a 
]»('rsonal  knowledjje  of  seal  life  as  it  exists  on  these  islands  and  in  the 
waters  suridundinj;'  them,  and  there  is  lesH  than  one- 
Ihird  as  many  seals  comin;;-  to  the  islands  last  year 
than  there  was  in  1SS2.  '^J'lie  decrease  in  the  number 
(tt  seals  cominji'  to  the  islands  was  first  noticed  and  talked  about  in  two 
or  three  years  after  I  tirst  came  to  live  here;  and  since  1887  the  de- 
crease has  been  very  rapid. 

A  careful  inspiM-tion  of  the rortkeries  each  r<>tuiiiinf»'  season  since  1887 
showed  that  the  cows  were  j-ettinj;'  less  and  less,  al- 
t'M»u.4li  it  was  a  rare  tliinj;'  to  timl  a  cow  seal  that  did 
not  iiave  a  pu[)  at  ln'r  si(ie.  it  was  also  durinj;  these  yi^ars  that  dead 
emaciated  pu])s  wereiirst  noticed  on  the  rookeiies,  and 
tiicy  increased  in  nund>ers  until  1X91,  in  which  year,  in  .viUMSpnp'r''''' 
An};uKt  and  Septenibei',  the  rookeri('^  were  <!overcd 
with  dead  ])ups.  I  was  present  when  \)v.  Akerly,  the  I'csident  i)liysi- 
ciiin,  made  an  examination  of  some  of  them  and  it  was  found  that  their 
stnmaclis  were  empty,  and  that  they  exhibited  all  tlie  conditions  of 
stiuvation. 

I  liavc  been  steward  and  cook  at  the  Company  house  fiu'  the  lessees 
since  ISS'J.  and  during  the  time  when  seals  are  killed 
fti!'  skins  or  food  I  have  daily  prepai'«'d  and  co(»ked  the 
meat  in  various  ways  f<)r  the  use  of  the  table  at  whi<'h 
all  white  peoph>  boar<l  who  live  on  or  «!ome  to  the 
ishiiid.  and  such  a  thing  as  a  diseased  seal  has  never 
been  known. 

Edw'd  Hughes. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  officer  empoweicd  to  admin- 
ister oaths  umler  section  11>7«»,  Itcvised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
this  Sth  day  of  June,  18J)2.     At  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

W.AL  11.  Williams, 
Trcfifiurj/  Affcnt  in  charge  seal  islands. 


KxpiriciKio. 


Oisciwed   seals 
kuuwn. 


ill  along 


and 


IhlHixilion  of  Ahial  P.  Li»((1,  six'tuai  assistant  Treasury  agent  on  PribiloJ 

Islands. 

MANAGLAIKNT   AND  rELAGIC   SEALING. 

DiSTIlIOT  OF  COLTTMHIA, 

Citij  of  Washington,  ss: 
Abial  P.  Loud,  being  duly  sw(U'n,  deposes  and  says:  lama  resident 
(»f  Hampden,  Me.,  and  am  Ho  years  of  age.    On  April  4,  1885,1  was 
appointed   sjiecial    assistant  Trensnry   agent  for  the     y^,eHen(o 
seal  islands,  and  innnediately  srartetl  foi-  the  islands,       -"i"^"'""''- 
iin  lying  at  the  island  of  St.'i'aul  on  iMay  2S  or  30.     Spent  that  season 
ton  St.  Paul  Island,  and  returned  for  the  winter  to  the  States,  leaving 
[the  islands  on   the  18th  of  August.     Went  back  again  next  spring, 
irriving  therein  the   latter  part  of  May,  and  renniined  until  August, 


m 


88 


TESTIMONT 


18S7,  on  St.  Paul  Isliind.  SptMit  the  season  of  1888  and  1880  on  St. 
(ieorge  Island,  retuniiiij;  in  tlic,  lall  of  I88t)  to  the  States.  In  188!)  I 
spent  some  time  in  the  (all  on  St.  I'atd  Island.  On  whichever  island  I 
was  located  I  always  k(q»t  ('.niel'ul  watch,  and  made  frequent  exanuna- 

Decrcaso  of  bm.i-  ^'*^"  •'' tlu'  rookcrics  (huinf;  tliis  entire  period.  During 
iugt'n.i'iiiasf roll.  1885  tlu'  time  from  188.1  to  1S80  there  was  a  very  marked  de- 
'"  "^^'•'  (!reas('  in  the  size  <»f  the  breeding  grounds  <»n  St.  Paul 

Island,  and  from  1887  to  18S!>  1  also  noticed  a  great  decrease  in  the 
areas  cKVcred  by  the  rookeries  on  St.  (}eorg«!  Island. 

In  his  rejxirts  of  lS8(i  and  18S7  (Jei»rg<^  It.  Tingle,  special  Treasury 

„  .  .  .  ,  agent  in  charge  of  the  seal  islands,  reported  having 
As'iit  TiiiKi.'s  rn-  nieasurcd  the  rookeries  on  the  islands,  find  that  the 
i...iiH()iiMiiii<i<^;iM(!.  j^t;j,]s  liiid  largely  increased  in  number,  giving  tlie  in- 
<;rease  at  about  2,0(HMtO().  From  thisrei)ort  I  dissented  at  the  time,  as 
1  was  unable  to  see  any  increase.  l)ut  (»n  the  contrary  a  perceptible  de- 
crease, in  tlie  rookeries.  I  expressi'd  my  views  to  many  on  the  islands, 
and  all  agreed  that  there  had  been  no  increase  in  seal  life.  I  do  not 
tliink  that  there  was  a  single  person  on  the  island  except  Mr.  Tingle 

Mr.  TiiiL'io'8  moth,  ^lio  thought  there  had  been  an  increase,  or,  in  fact, 
od'ofmciwuring.  that  there  had  not  been  a  decrease  in  seal  life.  Tlie 
measurements  of  the  rookeries  on  which  IMr.  Tingle  relied  were  made 
with  a  common  ro])e,  by  ignorant  natives,  Avhile  tlie  seals  were  absent 
from  the  islands,  the  grounds  covered  by  them  being  designated  by  Mr. 
Tingle  from  m«imory.  Even  if  these  measurements  had  been  correct, 
which  was  impossible,  1  do  not  believe  it  is  possible  to 

ImiiiisHibililv  of  iis-  1       1    i  •         i    1      ii  1  £-1 

certaiiiiiis,'  inimiar  of  Calculate  cvcu  approximately  the  number  or  seals  ui)on 
si^-''*'-  the  rookeries,  because  of  the  broken   nature  of  the 

ground  and  the  irregular  outlines  of  the  breeding  grounds.    While  I 
oiiviiig  and  over-  was  ou  tlic  ishiiids  I  attended  nearly  every  "drive"  of 
•I'ivitig. "  the  bachelor  seals  from  i\w,  hauling  grounds  to  the 

killing  grounds,  and  these  "drives"  wer(i  conducted  by  the  natives 
with  great  care,  and  no  seals  were  killed  by  overdriving,  plenty  of  time 
being  always  given  them  to  rest  and  cool  off.  A  few  were  smothered 
by  the  seals  climbing  over  each  other  when  wet,  but  the  number  was 
very  inconsiderable,  lieing  a  fraction  of  1  per  cent  of  those  driven,  and 
did  not  to  any  extent  affect  the  seal  life  on  the  islands.  The  greatest 
care  was  always  taken  to  avoid  overdriving  both  by  the  Government 
officers  and  em])loy(''s  of  tiie  lessees. 

During  my  exiHMicnce  (and  I  was  on  the  killing  gronnd  at  every 
killing  that  took  place  while  1  was  on  the  islands)  I  never  saw  a  male 
seal  which  had  been  injured  by  being  redriven  several  times  from  the 
same  hauling  ground.     1  am  convinced  that  while  I  was  there  there 

Virility  of  seiiiai.ot  '^^'^^  "**^'  '^  sii'S^e  casc  iu  which  the  vifiUty  of  a  male 
impaired  by  driving,  scal  was  <lestroye.l  or  impaired  in  the  slightest  degree 
*'*"•  by  driving,  redriving,  or  overdriving,  and  I  took  ])ar- 

ticular  notice  of  the  condition  of  the  nniles  during  each  drive.  The 
males  old  enongh  for  servi(;e  on  tiie  breeding  grounds  were  always 
allowed  to  retnrii  to  the  hauling  gronnd  front  a  "drive,"  .and  T  am 
satisiied  a  sutticient  number  of  males  was  always  reserved  for  future 
breeding  purposes.  A  sugg(>stion  was  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  the  fall  of  188.1  that  some  old  bulls  should  be  killed,  but 
Decroise  cause  of  ^'"^  Secretary  declined  to  ])ermit  such  animals  to  be 
destioyed.  T  am  convinced  that  the  decrease  in  the 
rookeries  was  caused  entirely  by  open-sea  sealing.  As  I  was  not  pres 
ent  on  the  islands  in  the  fall  of  1885,  I  am  unable  to 
make  a  statement  as  to  the  number  of  dead  pups  on 
the  rookeries  in  that  year,  but  in  1880  I  saw  a  large  number  of  dead 
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pups  lyin^"  about.  These  pups  were  very  much  einaciated,  and  evidently 
liad  be»'ii  starved  to  deatli.  I  a(!eouut  tor  tliis  by  the  killinj'-  of  the 
mothers  by  open-sea  seah'rs  before  the  pups  were  weaned,  and  beeauso 
a  mother  will  not  suclvh^  any  pup  except  iier  own. 

In  I.HS7  tlu!  number  of  (U'ad  pups  was  mucli  hirjjer  tlian  in  I8S(5.  In 
ISSS  tliere  was  a  less  num])er  tiian  in  1SS7,  or  in  ISS!),  owinj;,  as  I  be- 
lieve, to  a  decrease  of  seals  killed  in  Heriiij;'  Sea  tluit  year;  but  in  18S!> 
the  incri'ase  ajjfain  showed  itself.     I  bcilieve   the  number  of  dead  pups 


liiiiiU. 
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increased  in  about  the  same  ratio  as  the  number  of  seals  taken  iu  lier- 

in;;'  Sea  by  pclai^ic  sealers.     While  [  was  on  the  island 

there  were  not  more  than   three  or  lour  raids  on   the 

rookeries  to  my  kiiowledye,  and  1  think  that  the  destruction  to  seal 

life  by  raiding'  rookeries  is  a  small  partof  I  peieentas     Grontinii.ioritykiii.Mi 

compareil  witli  the  numbers  taken  bv  killinji'  in  the  at  him  t.;nmirs  "m 

water.    Another  lact  in  (tounection  with  open-sea  seal-  J.r.;; 

inji  is   that   the  yreat  majority  of  seals  killed  are  fe-   ^""''• 

males,  and  that  a  jiieat  part  of  the  females  are  prej^nant,  or  in  milk. 

The  milkinj;'  females  are  most  all  killed  while  visiting  the  teediug 

j;rouiuls,  which  are  distant  40  or  (10  miles,  or  even  far- 

t  lier,  from  the  islands.     The  temale  necessarily  feeds  so 

she  can  su])ply  nourishment  for  her  younj;',  wliile  the  males  during  the 

summer  seldom  leave  the  islands.     This  accounts  for 

the  lar-v  number  of  females  killed  in  I'.ering  Sea.     In   ..nllla^^isHT.'''^"' 

.liiiy,  ISST,  1  captured  the   poachin.vi   scluxuier  Amjel 

Ihiilji  while  she  was  hoverinii  about  the  islands.     1  exaniined  the  seal 

skins  she  had  on  board,  and  about  !S0  ])er  cent  were 

skinsof  females.     In  ISSSor  ISSO  I  examined  something 

like  .■),0(tO  skins  at   IJnalaska   which  had  been   taken 
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from  schooners  engage  1  in  pelagic  sealing  in   Bering 
Sea,  and  at  least  80  to  85  per  cent  were  skins  of  I'e- 
males. 

I  have  conversed  with  the  captains  of  several  marauding  schooners, 
and  otliers  who  were  employed  in  pelagic  sealing  have  infoi'med  me 
that  they  usually  use  riiles  iu  shooting  seals  iu  the 
water.  Some,  however,  use  shotguns,  but  'o  'lo  great  peili^KPseaiiQ.'r'*  '" 
extent.  From  these  conversations  I  ^-iiould  judge 
they  did  not  secure  more  than  one-half  of  the  seals  killed;  and  this,  I 
think,  is  a  large  estinuvte  of  the  number  secured.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
tiiat  the  Pribilof  seal  herd  should  be  i)rotected  both  in 
JJering  Sea  and  the  North  Psicihe  Ocean.  If  ai;  inuig- 
iuary  line  were  drawn  about  the  islands, . "JO  or  Khniles 
distant  therefrom,  within  which  sealing  would  be  prohibiti'd,  this  would 
lie  little  ])rotection  to  seal  life,  for  all  the  poachers 
whom  I  interviewed  acknowledged  that  they  could  get 
more  seals  in  the  water  near  the  lishing  baid<s,  ;}0, 
■10,  or  more  miles  from  the  islands,  than  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
tlieieof,  and  the  hunters  on  the  schooners  always  complained  if  they 
got  nuu;h  nearer  than  40  miles  of  th<>  islaiuls.  I  am  certain  that  even 
if  sealing  were  prohibited  entirely  upon  the  islands  the  seal  herd  would 
in  a  short  :ime  be  exterminated  by  pelagic  sealing,  if  i)ermitted,  because 
the  feniah  s,  that  is,  the  producers,  are  the  seals  principally  killed  by 
open-sea  sealing. 

Abtax.  p.  Loud. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  this  loth  day  of  April,  181»2. 

[L.  s.]  C!iiA8.  L.  Hughes, 

Notary  Public. 


I'rotection   noces- 
sarv. 
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TES'J'IMONY 


Dc]}(mth)n  o/JI.lI.  MrTntjfrr,  Trcamirff  affiiit.  ant} Httyenntcndent  for  the 

IcusecH  of  the  Prilrilo/  Jshnttln. 


nAlJITS. 
DiSrilTCT   OF   COT-TTMUTA, 

Citi/  of  Wtdiliinf/ton,  sh  : 

IJ.  II.   iM('lntyr<',  of  U;iii<1h1|)1i,  Oraiijuo  (-oiiiily,  Vt.,  on  Ix'iiijj  duly 

sworn,  (Icpost's  anil  says,  <M>nc('iiiiiiji'  tlic  fur  s«'als  of  Alaska,  and  niai- 

ters  relative  tlieieto,  as  follows:  I  am  a   iiati\»'  of  N'erniont,  4S  years 

j,^__.^^^  old,  ('oiunnssioner  from  Vermont  to  tlie  World's  (!o- 

'^'"' lumbiaii    I'iXpitsitiou   of  ISICJ,  etc.     lu  the  years   1S(58 

and  l.S(i!l  I  was  si)ecial  United  States  Treasury  ajjent,  assi;;iied  to  duty 
in  Alaska,  and  from  1S7()  to  1. SSI),  inclusive,  superintendent  of  the  seal 
lisheries  of  vMaska  for  the  lessees.  J  s|)ent  ten  months  as  special 
Treasury  a<;ent  from  Novendter,  1S(»S,  t(»  Auj;ust,  lS«;i>,  in  intjuiiy  con- 
ccrninj;'  the  fur  seal  lisheiies  then  ri^cently  acipiired  from  llussia,  with 
a  view  to  advisinj;  the  (loverninent  of  tlic  United  States  what  disjx)- 
sition  sliould  be  made  of  them,  and  to  this  en<I  visited  all  tlu'  principal 
|)oints  alnnu  the  northwest  coast  of  tlie  American  continent  Irom  Van- 
couver's Island  to  the  most  westerly  island  of  the  Aleutian  Archi|)el- 
aji'o,  the  I'libilof  S'^^'P?  '""l  points  alonju  the  Uerini;'  Sea  coast. 

As  sujterintendent  of  the  seal  lisheries  I  visited  the  seal  islands  twice 
in  the  summer  of  1S7();  icniained  constantly  tlu'icon  frian  Ai»ril,  1S7I, 
until  Septend)er,  ISTU,  and  tliereafter  went  to  the  islands  eveiy  sunnner 
from  1S7.'{  until  JSS!),  inclusive,  (wceptinj;'  1SS;>,  ISSI,  and  iSSo.  1  usu- 
ally remained  on  the  islands  about  four  months,  from  May  until  Auj;ust, 
in  each  season,  supervisinj''  the  annual  seal  catch,  examinin,n-  the  condi- 
tions of  seal  lite,  studyinj^'  th»^  habits  of  the  seals,  and,  in  brief,  doin<>' 
such  work  as  the  interests  of  the  lessees  seenu'd  to  demand,  i  also 
went  twice  to  London,  first  in  ]S7l!  and  aj-aiu  in  ISSd,  to  attend  tiie  fur- 
seal  trade  sales  with  a  view  to  b('Coinin};-  more  tliorou.i'hiy  acciuainted 
with  the  demands  of  the  sealskin  niarki^t.  My  duties  as  such  s])ecial 
Treasury  aj>ent  and  superiuteni^.ent  <leman<led  and  received  my  atten- 
tion to  every  detail  of  seal  life  -.iid  its  relation  to  coinuKM'ce.  In  the  exe- 
cution of  these  duties  1  was  constantly  aided  by  able,  intelligent  assist- 
ants and  native  seal  Imnters,  wh(»se(laily  observations  and  reports  were 
from  time  to  time  eonununicated  to  me. 

IJascd  upon  my  own  observation  and  experieu(ui,  and  eorrol)orated 
by  those  of  my  assistants  and  hunters,  I  tleduee  the  following"  facts  in 
regard  to  the  liabits  of  the  seals: 

The  Alaska  fur-seals  breed  oidyon  the  islands  of  St.  Paul  and  St. 

.,  ,  ,,  ,  (ieorge,of  thePribilof group  in  Bering- S(>a.  Tiiey  have 
idf.d.sonivoii  I'libi-  been  unsucicessiullv  searcMied  lor  at  every  other  ])oint 
loiishuMis.  jj|,,„o. tijy j.^ast.   In'lS72 Captain  ArchimaiidritoH' spent 

the  greater  i)artof  the  summer  in  a  schooner  looking  for  a  reef  or  island 
alleged  to  lie  to  the  southward  of  Ounalaska.  His  cruise  was  fruit- 
less, not  only  at  this  jmint,  but  at  .several  others  where  he  was  led  by 
some  legendary  tale  or  delusive  dream  to  expect  to lind 
ii.ym  "isrwl^m-.  ^'"^  ^^'^^  rookcrles.  Since  that  date  the  coast  has  been  ex- 
plored at  every  point,  and  it  may  be  safely  stated  as  a 
fact  that  no  other  ro  )keries  exist  on  tlie  northwest  coast  of  the  North 
American  c(mtinent  or  the  islands  adjacent  thereto. 

The  seals  are  nugratory  and  return,  as  1  believe,  after  migration  to 
the  vicinity  and  ]uobably  to  the  ground  or  rookery  on 
which  thev  were  born.     I  havc^  in  several  eases  seen  a 
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certain  seal  with  his  harem  during  a  number  of  consecutive  seasons  in 
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tlu'  same  sjxjt.  Tlicy  aro  attrartcd  to  the  islands  in  ]Mef'enMi(0  to  oth«'r 
|)laces  by  closely  delined  hereditary  habits  of  nii;;ration,  whieii  tal<e 
tiiein  (Voin  and  to  their  breedinju'  i>laees  with  constant  re^iiihirity,  vari<'d 
only  within  tlie  limit  of  a  very  lew  da\s  hy  meteoidlo^ical  conditions. 
Tiie  isolation  and  climate  no  doubt  iirst  induced  their  iiahitat  upon 
lliest'  islainls.  If  tlieie  has  been  any  autlientic  ohservation  of  tlie 
hirtli  (tf  seals  at(»tlier  ]>oin(s  on  tla^  iiortliwest  coast  of  N(»rtli  AnuMica, 
wliicli  I  very  miu'li  doubt,  tlie  case  was  anomalous  and  accidental.  No 
doiiht  the  yoiinji  avi'  occasionally  aborted,  out  of  season  and  out  of 
]ilace,  and  such  birtli  may,  ]»erlia|is.  have  iieen  witnessed,  but  ,-hould 
not  form  the  basis  for  any  valuable  deduction  in  locating-  tin'  home  of 
the  animals. 

The  y(»nii}i'  seals,  calh-d  "pups,"  ai'e  boin  in  .Iiine  and  July  uiion  the 
j;i(iiinds  on  these  islands  known  as  "•breeilinj;'  rook 
cries."  They  aie  at  birth  \cry  cbinisy  and  helpless 
possessing'  little  aliibty  to  move  about  on  land:  and  if  liorn  in  the 
water,  or  swi'pt  from  tiie  shore  soon  alter  the  birth,  as  I  have  se\eral 
limes  witnessed,  l»y  the  ont.ijoinji'  surf  of  heavy  seas,  perish  from  in- 
iihilily  to  swim.  At  this  time  they  are  simply  land 
iiiiimals,  witli  less  aipiatic  instinct  and  less  ability  to 
sustain  themselves  in  water  than  newly  hatched  ducklin.i;s.  WIkmi  the 
pups  are  a  few  days  old  the  mothers  leave  them  (jicnerally  soon  alter 
coitiisnpon  the  rookeries  with  theold  niale)to;;dto  the  feedinj;' j^ronnds, 
rctiiniinfi'at  intervals  of  one  to  three  or  four  (lays  to  siickh^  t  hcii-youii};'. 
Tlic  pups  do  not  appear  to  rec«»;i'ni/e  their  own  dams 


I'll)!! 


I'lhlllll'    ll 


I'oildili" 


lull  the  mother  distinyiiishes  her  (.wn  otfsprinji' with   i/i"l\',;rti,',.r.''''' ''"'''^ 

iiiicniii;^  accuracy,  and  allows  no  other  to  draw  her 

milk.    Tlie  pu]>s  remain  upon  the  rookeries  at  or  near  the  idace  where 

tliey  are  born  until  about  live  (»"  six  weeks  old.  when 

till  y  coii^reoate  in   j^roups  or  "pods,"  and  about   the 

siiiiic  lime  l»e;;in  to  make  excursions  down  to.  and,  after  considerable 

iiesiiiitioii  and  repeated  trials  and  lion nderiii,us, out  into 

the  walci'.wherc  they iKM'ome,  within  a  few  days.exjxMt 

swi CIS.     J''rom  tiiis  time,  say  about  the   KMli  of  Anjiiist,  until  the 

lal  Ici  part  of  October  or  November,  the  yoiiiiy  seals  remain  alternately 


jniilii;  til  .swilii. 


Upon  tlie  land  and  in  the  water,  as  their  comfort  ma  v  dictate 
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tiitatly  inlhieiiced  in  this  resjiect  by  the  weather;  very  (aim,  pleasant 
(lays,  as  well  as  ])arlicularly  rainy  ones,  inducing  them  to  remain  in 
the  waler,  while  dniiny'  violent  storms  and  hea\y  surf  nearly  all  ai'c 
Iniiiid  upon  sllor(^  J>nt  duriiifi"  this  whole  period,  after  they  have  ac- 
(|iiired  tlic  ability  to  swim,  they  remain  the  major  .part  of  the  time  upon 
hiiiil.     It  sliould  be  particnlaily  noted  that    they  are  not   amphibious 
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I'larly  in  Novemlier,  convoyed  by  tin*  older  seals,  the  i)uii.s  leave  the 
island  and  ijdto  thesouthward,  ajiparcnt  i  v  iiio\'ed  there 
to  not  only  by  mi.t>'ratory  instincts,  but  because  the 
wcatlierat  the  islands  at  this  time  becomes  unendurably  severe  tior  them, 
ami  perha|)s  for  the  further  reas(Ui  that  a  siillicient  food  supply  for  all 
ciiii  not  be  found  in  the  immediat(^  vicinit,\  of  the  islands.  Hut  tln^  infer- 
ence is  reasouabh^  that  they  lucfer  to  stay  ui)on  or  near  the  islands  at 
til  is  time,  from  the  fact  that  as  loiiiias  the  weather  is  comfortable  the  pujis 
and  iionlireediuiL!,'  seals  may  always  lie  found  there  iu  Iar<;'e  numbers; 
and  even  alter  snow  falls,  and  severe  weather  has  been  rec(»rded,  the 
noiibrcediim'  males,  upon  the  recurrence  of  milder  ,  .  ,  , 
wcatlier,  a^^aiii  resort  to  land,  and  have,  within  the 
time  of  mycoiinectiou  with  thebusiness,  been  repeatedly 
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ciiptiinul  upon  the  isliimls  in  considepiiblo,  iiiiiiibers  in  Deeembcr  and 
Jiiniiiiry.  Witiioiit  tli*'  datii  al  liaiid  t'loni  whit-li  to  iiltsnliitt'ly  verify 
]ny  statement,  i  think  I  am  contM-t  in  saying  that  this  class  of  animals 
remained  in  tlic  vicinity  of  tiie  islands  thron.nlioiit  three  of  tlie  twenty 
years  from  ISTO  to  ISDO  and  mon!  or  hiss  of  tlicm  were  killed  ou  Hlioro 
in  every  month. 

1  Ixdieve  all  classes  of  seals  wonld  i-enmin  constantly  abont  the 
islands  if  conditions  of  climate  and  food  snpply  were  faviuable  to  their 
doin^'  so.  The  fact  remains,  however,  that  tlie  .yreat  nniss  of  thejuips 
mi;;ratt'  with  theii'  «'ldeis  down  thi'(Mi<fh  the  passes  be- 
tween the  islamls  of  the  Alentian  Archipelajio  into  the 
North  l^acilie,  and  are  tonnd  at  any  time  dnrinj;'  the  wilder  months 
east  of  hnijiit  nle  170'^  west  and  north  of  lat it nd^^  •T*"'  north.  Toward 
s|»iin<;'  they  aj  pear  in  increasin<>;  nnMd)ersolf  the  c<»asts  of  California, 
Oregon,  and  NN'ashinjuton,  and  as  the  season  advances  still  fnrthcr 
north  alon<>'  the  llritish  ('olnnd)ia  and  Alaska  coasts  in  JMarch  ..nd 
April;  tln-nce  westerly  in  iVIay  and  .Inne  and  .Inly  nntil  they  reappear 
in  Ijerinj;-  Sea.  The  conrso  pnisned  by  the  seals  in  their  nnj^ration  i.s, 
to  sonu'  extent,  a  matter  id'  conjeclnre,  and  the  knowledf^e  upon  whi<di 
evitlence  is  ;>iven  conc«'rnin<f  it  can  not  (tf  course  be  based  ii])on  actual 
]»ersonal  <*o;;nizance  by  any  on(^  nnin  of  all  the  facts  from  which  the 
comlnsicm  is  reacdied ;  l)nt  it  is,  nevertheless,  1  have  no  donbt,  as  a(;- 
euralely  stated  in  this  para<;raph  as  is  warranted  by  any  series  of  ob- 
servations. 
The  pups  which  I  have  so  far  followed  in  their  tirst  iniji'ratcu'y  rou'id, 
now  ai)pear  as  "yearlinji's."  They  spend  ])erlni'>s  the 
{i'reater  ])ortion  of  their  time,  the  second  summer,  in  '  iij 
Avater,  until  the  latter  ])art  of  August  ami  Septend)er,  when  they  conio 
„  _.  .,  uiK)!!  the  lan<l,  both  sexes  heidinii  touether  indiscrinx- 

inately.  1  hey  are  not  at  this  time,  nor  are  their  elders, 
particularly  timid.  Upon  the  near  approucdi  of  a  human  form  they 
start  towards  the  water,  but  {generally  stop  and  look  about  them,  un- 
less closely  followed,  without  any  indication  of  fear,  and  leisurely  ])roceed 
to  the  beach,  or  aj;ain  lie  down  upon  the  sand  or  rocks.  The  same 
demeanor  in  the  water,  when  about  the  islands,  as  they  calmly  tloat 
ujK)!!  the  surface  until  a  boat  is  almost  uixni  them  betbre  they  awaken 
to  any  sense  of  danj;'er,  seems  to  indicate  that  they  feel  at  home  ou  and 
about  the  islands. 

They  again  mif>rate  southward  for  tJie  second  time,  u])ou  the  ai)proach 

c       ,    ,     ,.        of  cold  weather,  "'oiiiu' a  little  earlier  than  in  the  in-e- 

cediug'  year,  make  the  same  '•omid,  and  return  to  the 

islands  as  "two  year  olds"  in  June  or  July.     Now  the  sexes  sci)arate, 

the  females  .iioinj;'  upon  the  breeding;  grounds,  where  th(\v  are  fertilized 

before  the  old  male  leaves  the  island  in  August..     Jt  has  been  said  that 

co])ulation  also  takes  place  in  the  water  between  these 

tiil^'wau'r!"'''"*"   '"  .v<»nng  females  and  the  so  called  "nonbn'eding  males," 

but  with  the  closest  scrutiny  of  the  animals  when  both 

sexes  Avere  swiinming  and  playing  together  under  conditions  the  most 

favorable  in  vhich  they  are  ever  found  for  observation,  I  have  been 

unable  to  verily  the  truth  of  this  assertion.     After  coitus  on  shore,  the 

young  female  goes  otf  to  the  feeding  grounds,  or  remains  ou  or  about 

the  beaches,  disjMtrting  on  the  land  or  in  the  water,  as  her  inclination 

nniy  lead  her.     The  male  of  the  same  age  goes  upon  the  "iiauling 

,,    ,.  ,        ground-s"  back  of  or  lieside  tli<!  ••.iok»  ries,  where  he  re- 

mains  the  greater  ]>art  ol  the  ,  line,  it  unmolested,  until 

nearly  the  date  of  his  next  inigiation.     Here  he  has  only  the  native 
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islander's  irhib  to  fear,  which,  in  the  best  interests  of  (•(tniineree,  shouhl 
not  be  ust>(l  on  him  nntil  tlif  following  year. 

After  the  tliii'd  n>i;;iation  tlie  ft'inale  retnins  to  the  bleeding' };ronnd.s 
to  be  delivered  of  h»  i'  llist  pup,  ^nd  tlie  male  comes 
a;^ain  to  the  hanlin;;  unMiiids.  bnt,  as  a  whole,  roiisid- 
eiably  earlier  than  he  *lid  when  li  years  old.  Ileiche 
ifuiains  pretty  eoiislanfly,  if  he  escapes  the  club,  until  the  bej»innin^' 
of  flic  rnttiuii  season,  win  ;i  his  instincts  lead  him  to  stay  minli  of  the 
time  in  the  water  adjacent  to  the  brecdin^i'  ;;r<Mimls  thronyh  which  the 
females  aw  passinj''  from  and  to  the  rookeries,  or  when  allowed  by  the 
older  non-breeders,  to  e«»(inette  with  the  females  n|)on  the  beach  stones 
awash  at  the  edji'e  of  the  watei'. 

The  fonith  and  tilth  ndj;rati(tns  are  about  the  same  as  the  third. 
The  female  has  already  become  a  yearly  jtrodiicer  of  a 
siiiiile  olfsprin^^,  and  theiion  prodin-iii}.;  mah- is,  in  each 
of  the  fonith  and  liftli  years  r«'spectively,  contribntinj; 
a  dei'.rcasin;;'  inunbei'  of  skins  for  maiket.  and  j^MJnin;,' size  and  strenjjfth 
to  enable  him,  when  (» (u-  7  years  old,  to  usurp  tlu!  authoi-ity  and  juris- 
dicti.)n  of  sonu'  old  male  whose  days  (»f  iisefnlness  are  numbered.  This 
(•ii;in;;('  is  not  elfected  without  santiuinary  contlicts. 

The  food  of  the  fur  seal  1  believe  to  consist  mainly  of  lish,  and  prob- 
ably cliietly,  while  in  l>erin,i;'  Sea,  at  least,  of  e(»dlish, 
the  partially  dij^ested  vertebrie  of  this  species  having; 
lieeii  found  in  the  stomachs  of  slanji'hteriMl  animals  inon^  fre<picntly 
titan  any  other  food.     Si|uid  and  crustaceans  liav<' also  been  found  in 
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sitnie  inslam-es,  but  the  supply  of  these  is  comparatively  limited,  while 
il  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  waters  of  IJeriu};-  Sea  at  nearly  all 
points,  and  particnlarly  in  that  zone,  from  20  'o  (it)  miles  scmth  ol 
the  rribilof  ;;i'oui)  abound  in  cod.  The  piesiimption  is  well  j;rouinled 
tliiit  the  old  nnile,  at  least,  makes  ^ood  use  of  his  oppor- 
tiuiity  ill  the  off  season,  for  he  leaves  the  islands  in 
Aiiiiiist,  after  an  absolute  fast  of  three  to  four  months,  very  lank  and 
le;iii.  and  auain  takes  his  ])lace  upon  the  bree<lin.;i'  f;roiinds  in  April  or 
May  well  rounded  out  with  a  thick  enveloj)e  of  blubber. 

Ill  rei;ar(l  to  the  material  facts  here  recited,  there  is,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware,  no  controversy.  All  who  have  studiecl  the  matter  with  any  care, 
and  whose  oi)inions  are  entitled  to  consideration,  ineludinj;' many  wliose 
testimony  haw  not  been  and  can  not  now  be  recorded,  ayree  to  all  the 
substantial  facts  as  I  have  herein  wiiften  them. 

n,  II.  McIntyre. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Tilst  day  of  March,  I.S92. 

|siiAL.]  Skvkll(»n  a.  Ukown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  U.  iS.  A. 


Deposition  of  IT.  IF.  McTnfi/re,  Trcnsiiri/  aijcnt,  and  superintenUcnt  for 
the  lessees  of  the  Prihitof  Islands. 

ROOKERIES   ON   PRIUILOF   ISLANDS. 
RiSTlJTCT   OF   COLUMRIA, 

City  of  Washinfjton,  ss  : 
n.  11.  .Alclntyre,  of  l\andol]di,  <)ran,i>e  Ccmnty.  Vt.,  on  being  duly 
sworn,  dei)oses  and  savs,  C(»n<'ernin->-  tlu^.  fur  seals  of     .. 

\i      1  1  ji  V    .  •  ,1  .  ,.  ■<  r  Experience. 

Alasixa  and  matters  relative  tliendo,  as  tollows:  I  am 

a  native  of  Vermont,  48  years  old,  commissioner  from  Verinoui  to  the 


t 
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World's  Columbian  Exposition  of  189;},  etc.  In  the  years  1808  and 
18G1>  I  was  special  United  States  Treasury  agent,  assigned  to  duty  in 
Alaska,  and  from  1870  to  1889,  inclusive,  superintendent  of  the  seal 
fisheries  of  Alaska  for  the  lessees. 

As  su])orintendent  of  the  seal  fisheries  I  visited  the  seal  islands 
twice  in  the  summer  of  1870,  remained  constantly  thereon  from  April, 
1871,  until  September,  1872,  and  thereafter  went  to  tiie  islands  every 
summei-  from  1873  until  1889,  inclusive,  excepting  1883,  1884,  and  1885. 
I  usually  remained  on  tlie  islands  about  four  months,  from  May  until 
August,  iu  each  season,  supervising  the  annual  seal  catch,  examining 
the  conditions  of  seal  life,  studying  the  habits  of  the  seals,  and,  in 
brief,  doing  such  work  astlie  iiivcrests  of  the  lessees  seemed  to  demand. 

That  while  located  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  I  was  the  greater  part  of 
that  period  uixui  the  island  of  St.  Paul;  tliat  dtu'ing  tlie  twenty-one 
years  upon  tin',  islands  1  examined  at  frequent  intervals  of  time  the 
breeding  rookeries  on  said  island  of  St.  Paul,  and  now  recollect  the 
<*(»ndition  of  said  rookeries  and  the  approximate  area  which  Oiich  of 
tlicin  covered  at  different  times  during  my  ex]>ericnce  on  sai«l  islands; 
.,.,,,      that  1  have  indiciitcd  to  the  best  of  ntv  rci^oUection  the 

Mils     iiidicatt'il    l).v  ,  ,   ,  •  1  1         •  •      'ii  ■ior-,\  1 

lini'soinhmtH  liiniiH  grouuds  covcrcd  by  said  ro(>kenes  in  the  year  18<0  by 
..im..kcneHin]H70ia..i  .^  ,.j.,|  )j,„,^  .,,„]  tiie'grounds  SO  covcrcd  in  the  year  1882 

by  a  blue  line,on  tln^  exhibits  signed  by  me  and  marked 
<'xhibits  A,  13,  0,  1),  E,  F,  and  (i.    That  the  grounds  indiciited  by  said 
lines  are  practically  ccu'iect  an»l  lepresent  approximately  the  areas  cov- 
ered by  breeding  seals  on  said  rookeries  in  said  years  of  1870  and  1882. 
i  further  depose  and  say  I  have  examined  the  (iharts  of  said  St.  Paul 
Island,  made,  as  I  am  informed   and  believe,  by  J 


i'.y 


^'\"sl^»!ii!'y'^nl^"  Stanley  llrown;  tliat  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the 


spac(^s  represented  on  said  charts,  as  groutuls  over 
which  the  bachelor  seals  have  hauled  at  various  times  during  my  ex- 
perience, are  i>ractically  correct. 

II.  II.  MolN'rvRE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  31st  day  of  March,  1892. 

[SHAL.J  SKVKLI-ON   A.  P.h'OWN, 

Nidury  Public  in  and  for  the  District  of  CoIiitnhi((,  if.  ^'.  A. 


Deposition  of  II.  IT.  i\reTnti/re,  Treasury  a ffent.,  and  s}ipcrint<'nflent  for  the 

lessees  of  Pribilof  Islands. 

MANAGEMENT   AND  PELAGIO  SEALING. 


DiSTKTOT  OF  COLVMIHA, 

(lity  of  Washinytou,  ss  : 

II.  H.  Mclntyre,  of  Kandolph,  Orange  C«ninty,  Vt.,  on  being  duly 
sworn,  de])i>scs  and  says,  concerning  tln^  fur-seals  ol 

•.xpoi  i!ii.<'.  Alaska  and  matters  relative  thereto,  as  follows:  I  am 

n  native  of  Vermont,  48  years  old,  commissioner  from  Vermont  to  the 
World's  ('oliimbian  Exposition  of  1893,  etc.  In  the  years  18(i8  and 
1S(;9  I  was  sjjccial  United  States  Treasury  agent  assigned  to  duty  in 
Alaska,  and  tror  187()  to  1SS9,  inclusive,  superintendent  of  the  seal 
fisheries  of  Alaskit  tor  tlfe  lessees. 

As  sii]»erii>ten/'  ^of  the  seal  fisheries  I  visited  the  seal  islands  twice 
in  tlie  sumnicr  i4'  x870,  remained  constantly  thereon  from  April,  1871, 
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until  September,  1872,  and  thereafter  went  to  the  islands  every  summer 
from  1873  until  1889,  inclusive,  excepting  1883, 1884,  and  1885.  I  usually 
remained  ou  the  islands  about  four  months,  from  May  until  August,  in 
each  season,  supervising  the  annual  seal  catch,  exannning  the  con- 
ditions of  seal  life,  studying  the  habits  of  the  seals,  and,  in  brief,  doing 
snch  work  as  the  interests  of  the  lessees  seemed  to  demand. 

That  from  the  year  1870  there  was  an  expansion  of  the  arciis  of  the 
l)rce<liiiggroundsandthatintheyear  1882  they  were  as     .  ,,     , 

,  '^ '^  ,.  ,.  "^      '  ..-  ...         Incipa.so   of  breed- 

huge  as  at  any  time  during  my  acquaintance  with  inR  jmmna  from  mo 

tlu'in;    that  during  the  three  years  following   1882,  t"i»«- 

DOiiiely,  188;5, 1884,  and  1885, 1  was  not  upon  the  islands;  that  ujion  my 

return  to  said  islands  in  1886  I  noticed  a  slight  shrinkage  in  the  breed 

ill,!"  iiieas,  but  am  unable  to  indicate  the  year  of  the 

jK  MJod  of  my  absence  in  which  the  decrease  of  breeding 

.-icals  began;  that  from  the  year  1886  to  1889,  in<'lusive,  my  observation 

was  continuous  and  that  there  was  a  greater  decrease  of  the  seals  for 

cacii  succeeding  year  of  that  period,  in  a  cunudative  ratio,  proportionate 

t(»  the  number  of  seal-s  killed  by  pelagic  sealers. 

fliat  diiriMu'  the  twenty  years  I  wasufou  said  Pribilof  Islands,  as 
i;<'iieial  agent  of  said  Alaska  Commercial  Company  there  were  rivserved 
upon  the  breeding  rookeries  upon  said  ishinds  sutticient  vigorous  bulls 
Id  serve  the  number  of  females  upon  said  rookeries;  that  while  I  was 
located  upon  said  islands  there  was  at  all  times  a  greater  number  of 
adult  male  seals  than  was  necessary  to  fertilize  t\m  t'emalcs  who  hauled 
iil)i»n  said  rookeries  and  that  there  was  no  time  when 
there  were  not  vigorous  bulks  on  the  rookeries  who  ^««'^=»f«'tyof i'""^- 
Wire  unable  to  obtain  female  consorts. 

So  well  was  this  necessity  for  reserving  suflicient  mature  male  life 
rccouiii/ed  that  when  in  1887,  1888,  and  1889  the  depleted  rookeries 
(tiepleted  fntm  causes  that  will  be  explained  further  on)  would  not  fur- 
uisii  the  (|uota  of  1(M>,0I)()  large  skins,  two  and  three  years  old  male 
seals  were  taken  to  make  up  the  (juota  in  lueference  to  trenching  niton 
tills  reserve  of  inaturer  male  life. 

fiiat  during  my  experience  [have  watched  (Mrefiilly  tln^  driving  of 
iin>  hachelors  from  the  iiaulins:  jxrounds  to  the  killini'' 


;roiUhls;  that  there  has  never  been  any  variation  in  the 


Krivinj;. 


iiietliods  of  driving;  that  the  iirevention  of  injury  to  the  seals  from 
(hiving  was  kept  constantly  in  mind  and  the  greatest  care  exercised 
that  no  siu'h  injury  occurred ;  that  the  numher  of  sealskilledby  ovcu'driv- 
iii.u  or  by  smothtiring  was  very  inconsiderable  at  all  times,  jind  that  said 
^eals  so  killed  could  not  make  any  ai>precial)h!  ditference  in  the  nnin 
hers  of  seals  who  breed  and  haul  upon  the  said  islands;  thatnp  to  1882 
tlieic  was  no  ditlicultv  in  procuring  the- reiiuired  num-      .,    ,.,.    ,    . 

1  I'  1   •!!    I  1  1         ii      .^^  ii       1   •11-  !•  1        I      1  No  ilrllictiKv  III  pro 

I'erot  killable  seals;  that  thekillingot  bacihelors  upon   .iiiin-iiuotaot  skius 

remote  rookeries  such  as  Zapadnie  was  not  from  neces-  "i' '■"  ^'**-- 

sity  l)ut  at  the  request  of  the  Covernment  agents,  in  (U'der  that  the 

iiiiiiiher  taken  from  each  hauling  ground  might  be  equali/<'d  ;  that  this 

'lid  not  involve  driving  long  distances,  for  a  salt  house  was  established 

•  It  /-apadnie,  and  the  skins  brought  awav  in  boats;  that 

alter  the  year  1875  the  lessees  of  said  islands  siipjilied   in!iH\'V;,^7,'„a'kiiiS 

'"'Its  lor  the  transportation  of  skins  from  the  killing 

;:;ronnds  to  the  salt  hous»!s  and  storehouses;  that  because  of  t!ie  fa.cillty 

lor  eai  Tying  the  skins,  killing  grounds  were  established  at  [loiiits  much 

nearer  tile  hauling  grounds  than  ever  before,  and  fnun  that  dat<»  the 

■'.il^  were  driven  much  shorter  distances  to  the  killing  grounds;  that 

>lviiis  were  so  transported  from   Polavina  or  Halfway  I'oint,  ou  St. 
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Paul,  and  fioiii  /ai)atlni«',  on  St.  (loorije,  upon  flic  backs  of  donkeys; 
tliat  there  were  no  dcstnicti\c  :w,fcMcics  ;i)  woik  upon  tlie  island  tliab 
would  not  have  left  the  io<»kcrie.s  in  better  condition  in  IS!»()  than  they 
were  in  1870;  that  until  the  elVects  of  tiie  true  agent  of  destruction 
bcfiiui  to  be  inanifest  theic;  was  an  excess  of  male  life  on  the  islands 
suliieient  to  i)ei'init  of  an  annual  catch  of  l()l>,OI»0  s»'als  for  an  indefinite 
])eriod  without  Jeopaidiziufi'  the  rookeries;  that  if  it  bo  remembered 
tuat  th(!  seals  taken  in  tiie  wat<H'  by  hunters  are  chiefly  females,  that 
their  younj;'  die  with  them  antl  that  all  (»f  those  killed  are  not  secured, 
and  if  then  an  examiiiati(ui  be  nmde  of  the  pelagic  skins  actually  sold 
during  the  past  twi'uty  years  the  real  source  of  the  dei>Ietion  of  tho 
rookeries  will  be  found;  that  in  my  JudgnH'ut  such  do- 
iHhM'i'TMM^^^^^^^^^^  ''^  pletion  was  caused  by  pelagic  sealing,  and  that  it  grew 
greater  from  year  to  year  as  flu^  nund)er  of  so-ealled 
])oaching  schooners  increased;  and  that  its  ellecls  began  to  manifest 
themselves  about  ISS.")  or  1SS(>;  that  the  depiction  on  both  hauling 
and  breeding  grounds  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
.vnl'ters'tlfn^  the  catch  of' said  pelagi*-  sealers  consists  of  at  least  So 
joriiy  in.-naui  or  '>er  ccut  COWS ;  that  said  COWS  wlicu  takcu  ill  the  North 
"'"'""'^'  I'acific  ar«^  in  the  majoiity  of  cases  with  pui)S,  and  in 

Bering  Sea  aro  so  called   milking  females;  tiiat  whenever  a  milking 
cov  is  killed,  iier  pup  on   the  rookeries  dies  of  starvation.     In  sui»- 
])ort  of  this  fact  last  staled,  the  number  of  dead  i>ups 
during  the  last  four  years   I   was  upon  the  islands  in- 
creased annually;  that  the  <'f1'ectsof  the  comi)aratively 
few  raids  upon  the  rookeries  themselves,  while  injuri- 
ous, bear  but  a  small  ratio  to  the  enormous  damage  done  by  the  pelagic 
linntiijg. 
That  those  in  charge  of  said  islands  did  not  when  said  deiaease  on 
said  rookeries  commenced  know  conclusively  the  cause 
t.IirmroTro'.k'rli.'s'.'''  thcrcof ;  that  my  opiiiiim  then  was  that  it  was  caused 
by  jK'lagic  scaling,  but  had  been  inforiiuMl  and  believed 
that  the  IJnitecl  States  (loveriiiiienl  intended  tosei/,<'all  such  poaching 
vessels;  that  relying  upon  suc^h  inlbrmation  I  authorized  the  taking  of 
seals  as  before;  that  such  i)rotection  of  seal  life  was  not  fully  carried  out 
in  Bering  Sea  and  the  Xorth  Pacific  by  reason  of  ICngland's  interference, 
and  that  t'le  rookeiics  werc!  thus  dc|)lct<'(l. 

I  am  iully  convinced  from  my  knowledge  of  seal  matters  that  if  this 
^  .  ^  ,  ,  indiscriminate  and  reckless  destruction  of  the  Pribilol 
iosir.hiicwiiidi'sin.y  scal  lici'd  cniitiiiucs  as  it  JKis  (loiie  ill  tlic  [tast  SIX  years 
tiK,  Aiasiui  luni.  '  j^  ii,>,.i„o.  S(.;i  ;Mid  tlic  Xoitli  Pacific,  the  seals  will  be 
liractically  exterminated  in  a  very  few  years,  even  if  the  I'Uited  States 
(Jovernmcnt  should  not  allow  any  seals  to  be  taken  on  the  Pribilof 
Islands,  for  the  destruction  (»f  females  in  the  water  has  reached  a  num- 
ber that  can  not  be  met  by  the  annual  increase. 

lu  my  judgment  the  seals  should  be  protected  in  Periiig  Sea  ad  the 
North  Pacific,  and  that  pelaiiic  scaling  should  oe  en 
tirely  prohibited  in  the  said  waters.  A  zone  of  .'<<• 
miles  al)oiit  the  seal  islands  within  which  seal  hunt 
ing  would  be  prohibited  would  be  valueless  in  ]>rcser\  iiig  seal  life; 
first,  because  Bering  Sea  during  the  time  tlie  seals  are 
there  is  almost  constantly  enveloped  in  fogs  and  mist, 
under  cover  of  which  marauding  vessels  (;ould  run  in 
very  near  to  the  islands  without  beihg  (»bserve<l,  if  allowed  to  come  a-< 
near  as  iiO  miles  thereto;  seciuid,  because  for  over  .'{(>  miles  from  said 
islands  great  (quantities  (»f  seals  are  "uud  coming  from  and  going  totlio 
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islands  from  the  fecdiiij;  irrouiids;  smd  further,  because  seals  found  in 
the  waters  for  (iO  to  J(H)  miles  about  said  islands  are  much  bolder  and 
easy  of  ai)i)roach  that  in  the  open  sesi,  tliroujih  the  proxinuty  of  their 
island  home. 

Therefore,  iii  my  judjiinent  such  ii  .'}0-nnle  zone,  would  be  of  practi- 
cally no  use  as  a  means  of  j)rotection  to  seal  life,  because  of  the  impossi- 
bility to  enforce  sucli  a  law,  and  l)ecause  of  its  ineihcieticy  if  enforced. 

( luterlineatioiis  herein  in  my  iiandwritiny  were  made  before  siyii- 
illJ,^) 

U.    IJ.   MolNTYUE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  ))eforo  mc  this  oth  day  of  April,  1S!)L*. 
[L.S.J  Si:vKr.L(»N  A.  Ilif(»\v.\, 

A^otary  I'ublic  in  and  for  the  I)i,stri<;t  of  CoUnnhia,  U.  aV.  A. 


Jhiumiion  of  U.  IT.  McTnfyre,  Tirasury  aifnif.  and  superintendent  /'»■ 
the  lessees  of  the  Vrilnlof  Islnmls. 

MANA(}KMKNT   AND    IMOLAGIO    SEALING. 

State  of  CALiroKriA, 

(/'(7//  and  county  of  San  Franeisco,  ss: 

('oncerning  the  seal  fisheries  of  Alaska  II.  II.  iMc  In  tyre,  of  West  Hnu- 
(l(il|>h,Vt.,  deposes  and  says,  on  oath:  My  lirst  knowlcilneoftiie  fur-seals 
111'  Alaska  Avasobtained  wIhmi  1  went  to  that  Territory  in  ISOS,  as  special 
'i'reasuryagent,nnderinstruct  ions  from  the  honorable  Secretary, tiueport 
wliat  action  was  necessary  to  be  taken  by  tin;  (htverii- 
iiieiit  for  preserving  the  seal  rookeries  and  securing  a  '•''i''"""""- 
revenue  therefrom.  1  arri\-ed  in  Sitka  in  Novendier,  ISdS;  nMuaincd 
there  a  few  days  and  went  thence  to  Victoria,  Mritisli  C"oIund)ia,  touch- 
in-;  at  all  principal  points  between  Sitka  and  Victoria,  six'iiding  tlui 
entile  winter  of  18(58  and  18(1'.)  among  the  Indians  and  fur  traders, 
learning  their  traditions  and  customs,  and  noting  their  catches  of  furs 
;ni(l  manner  of  doing  business.  It  came  to  my  knowh'dge  at  that  time; 
tli;it  a  considerable  number  of  fur  seals  were  being  kiMed  by  the  In- 
dians, mostly  by  the  use  of  spears,  in  the  wat«'rs  adjacent  to  Van- 
couver's an(l  Queen  Charlotte's  islands.  The  total 
cMtcli  obtained  in  this  wav  amounted  at  this  time,  as  I  ,K';?r/,.i,';',.''.l'iHi'i.'"' 
was  told  by  the  late  United  States  consul,  iMancis,  to 
;).(l(l(i  to  5,(HH>  skins  per  annum.  The  consul  further  said  that  the  catch 
was  eliieliy  leniales,  many  of  which  were  pregnant.  The  Indians  hunted 
iKiiii  dugout  canoes,  and  could  not  go  far  from  land.  In  the  spring  of 
1S(»!)  1  j(»ined  the  United  States  revenue  steamer  Lincoln,  .uul  made  the 
suMinier's  cruise  in  her  of  about  four  months,  touching  at  many  points 
iiliinu  the  Alaska  coast  between  Sitka  and  tlu^  most  westerly  island  of 
tlie  Aleutian  Archipelago,  visiting  the  I'ribilof  groui*  twice  during  the 
season. 

Tlu'  habits  of  the  seals  and  manner  of  di  iving  and  killing  them 
•luring  linssian  occupation  of  the  islands,  and  in  18(18,  after  tli«^  Irans- 
tcrof  Alaska  to  the  United  States,  were  as  carefully  in<|uired  iido  its 
tlie  lindted  time  and  opportunity  would  admit,  and  imported  to  the 
jTieasniy  DepartnuMit  under  date  of  November  ;i(),  18(i1>  (House  Ex. 
l>iic.  ;{(),  Forty-first  Congress,  second  sesssion).    This      .„,    „  .  , 

ii'|i(tit,  together  with  that  of  Special  Ag<'nt  (  harh^s   Tmisiuy   ..n   winoii 
Jiivaiit,   formed  the  basis  of  subsecpuMit   legislation   ';'.';^ttoa   ""  '"'"* 
[providing  for  the  leasing  of  the  right  to  kill  lOO.OOU 
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KCiils  iiTuinally  for  tlioir  skins.  Tlic  report  was,  in  the  absence  of  more 
reliiible  iatbriiiatioii,  hn  <;ely  based  upon  tlie  traditions  and  oi)inions  of 
the  natives  and  tradeis,  to  whom  the  inanaj;ement  of  tiie  sealeries  was 
intrusted  by  the  Knssian  Fur  <  lonijtany,  and  was  afterwards  found  to  be 
eironeous  in  many  i>arti('idars.  I'pon  tlie  nuiin  i)oint,  however,  tliat 
of  lixing  10(),(»00  seals  as  tiie  jntjper  number  to  be  killed  annually,  we 
have  shown  by  the  experience  of  many  years  to  have  been  correct. 
■<■■'  M.t  of  'J'his  number  was  <'asily  secured  every  year  from  1871 
.•nsiiv'Tale'ii  to  18S."),  iiud  at  Hic  Same  time  a  constant  increase  of 
the  seal  r«K)keries  was  observed.  I  am  satisfied  that 
with  good  nianaji'ement  upon  the  islands,  and  the  cessation  of  pelagic 
sealing,  this  nnnd)er  could  have  been  secured  annually  up  to  this 
time,  and  for  an  ind<'linite  future.  Tiie  total  nnnd)er  of  seals  was 
stated  in  that  reytort  t(>  be  "not  less  than  4,000,000 
..lauoi"'"'"'''''''^^"  upon  the  two  islands."  I  am  satisfied  that  this  esti- 
mate was  too  high,  and  that  the  more  recent  estinmtes 
])ublished  in  the  reports  of  olticers  of  the  Treasury  Dejiartment  who 
have  been  at  diflerent  times  stationed  upon  the  islands,  or  detailed  to 
re|)ort  up(m  the  sealeries,  have  been  still  more  erroneous  than  my  own. 
jMy  ligures  were  nmde  without  any  attempt  at  mathematical  computa- 
tion, and  were  mere  guesses  at  the  possible  number  of  seals  upon  the 
ditlerent  rookeries. 

My  successors  have  atte,mi»ted  to  measure  the  ground  occupied  by 
the  seals,  and  by  multiplying  the  numl)er  upon  a  given  area,  as  ascer- 
tained by  count,  by  the  whole  area  of  the  rookeries,  to  arrive  at  an 
approximation  to  the  tota,l  number.  They  added  to  then-  computation 
a  large  ])ercentage  to  cover  the  number  supposed  to  be  in  the  watei-  at 
the  time,  but  did  not  subtract  lor  the  inaccessil)le  portions  of  the 
grounds,  vast  tracts  of  which  are  covered  with  bowlders  and  lava  rocks, 
wlieie  no  seals  could  lie,  or  skirted  with  acclivities  they 
niat'inli'i'.Iimi'iiion!''^'  eouljl  uot  ascu'ud.  Tluit  is,  the  estimates  were  made 
fr(»m  measiirenu'nts  necessarily  taken  after  the  seals 
had  left  the  rook<'ries,  and  sometimes  weeks  or  months  afterward,  with 
(tnly  the  recollection  of  tlu^  gi(»und  they  had  formerly  occupied  to  guide 
the  observer.  Many  sections  were  included  which  had  been  but  thinly 
l)oi)ulatcd,  if  at  all.  An  attem])t  to  secure  even  an  approxiimitiv(i 
census  of  seals  may  well  be  regarded  with  suspicion.  Yet  their  habits 
are  so  well  defined  ami  unvarying  that  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  determine 
But  (iisv  lo  <i.t.r  wlu'ther  they  increase  or  decrease  from  year  to  year, 
iiiiiu)  III!  iiioriiiiBo  or  bccausc  tlicy  iilways  occupy  the  sann^  portions  of  cer- 
tain bea<'hes,  and  simply  expand  or  contract  the  Ixaind- 
an*'s  of  the  rookeries  as  they  l»ecome  more  or  less  numer(»us.  I  re 
tinned  t,o  Washington.  I).  ('.,  in  No\einber,  1S«;0,  and  was  ])lac«'d  in 
chargeof  work  dining  I lu^  following  winter  and  spring  pertaining  to 
Alaska  and  the  sealeries,  in  the  office  of  the  Secr«'tary  of  the  Treasury. 
In. iiiiie,  1S(!!>,  I  acce|>1ed  the  position  of  g«'iieral  agent  of  the  Alaska 
Commercial  (Jompany,  and  in  tlie  following  August,  when  the  lease  ot 
the  right  to  take  seali*  was  exe«'uted,  1  became  siii>erintendent  of  seal 
fisheries  tor  the  lessees,  and  icmaiiu'd  in  this  ]»osition  until  tlu'  spring 
of  I.SitO.  ill  tliis  capacity  i  visited  the  I'ribilof  Islands,  and  lemaineH 
there  every  s(!aling  seasmi  ex(;ept  those  of  l.S,s;i,  ISSl,  and  l<S8r»,  ainl 
was  there  also  during  the  winter  of  lS71-'72.  In  kill 
ing  seals  for  their  skins,  the  methods  employed  by  the 
Ivussian  Fur  Company,  i)iior  to  Ameri<'an  occui>ati(m,  were  ch)sely  fol- 
htwed,  excej)t  that  many  innovations  and  im|)rovements  were  instituted 
and  adopted  after  thy  lirst  year  of  the  lease.     The  work  was  chietly 
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done  by  tho  n!itivt'f»,  each  puij?  of  workmen  beinjf  lieiulwl,  as  nndor 
Riissiaii  custom,  by  a  native  chief.  All  thoroujihly  under.stood  the 
work,  havinj;  been  bred  to  it  from  boyhood.  Great  care  was  always 
exercisi'd  in  approaching  the  sealing  grounds  to  disturb  them  as  little 
as  iiossible.  On  some  occasions  a  considerable  number  of  bulls,  nearly 
[■Miiv.  enough  for  rookery  service,  and  rarely  a  barren  cow,  were  un- 
avoidably gathered  np  from  the  beach  and  started  inland  with  th«i 
herd.  Tlie  greater  i)art  of  these,  at  first  (ipportunity,  were  segregated 
from  tlie  drove  and  sent  back  to  the  water.  The  drove  was  frequently 
allowed  to  rest,  and  whenever  i^nicticable  driven  thron^^ii  some  of  the 
numerous  i)onds,  or  a<ross  marshes,  to  keep  them  cool.  Generally  tho 
loss  of  lil'e  from  the  "drive"  was  very  small,  amounting,  after  the  first 
two  or  three  years,  to  only  a  fraction  of  1  per  cent  of  the  number 
killed.  And  nearly  all  tha*  perished  on  the  road  were  skinned,  and  the 
pelts  counted  in  our  annual  quota.  Upon  reaching  the  killing  grouml 
the  herd  was,  in  dry  weather,  placed  upon  moist  ground  and  allowed 
to  cool  off. 

When  killing,  if  the  herd  collected  uxion  the  slaughter  grounds  was 
of  coiisidenible  size,  a  i)ortion  of  it  was  segregated  and  taken  to  the 
.  iimnediate  vicinity  of  the  workmen,  the  remainder  being  left  at  rest. 
Tiiis  ]»ortiou  wasagain  subdivided  into  "pods"  of  twenty-five  to  seventy- 
'  five  animals  and  driven  directly  to  the  killing  gang,  generally  compris- 
ing six  or  seven  men,  who  with  a  single  blow  knocked  senseless  such 
seals  as  they  were  directed  by  the  "boss"  to  kill,  and  the  remaining 
ones  were  driven  aside  and  aUowed  to  find  their  way  back  to  the  water 
at  will,  which  tliey  usualy  did  shortly  after  being  set 
ill  lilx'rty.     Of  coursemany  of  these  were  redriven,  and     Redriving. 
soiiH!  of  them  several  times  during  the  season,  but  I 
believe;  iio  iiijuiy  resulted  to  them  from  this  process.    They  were  sub- 
j<(te(l  upon  the  drive  to  no  greater  exertion,  and  rarely  to  more  cruel 
>tieatiiieiit  in  any  way  than  we  liabitually  put  upon  our  domestic  aninmls. 
•^^.Tlie  only  noticeable  effect  upon  them  resulting  from  the  "drive"  was 
;  soniefinies  abraded  hind  flippers,  an<l  of  course  the  signs  of  healthy 
iifiitigiie  naturally  following  continued  exertion,  fnmi  which  they  quickly 
recovered.    T\w,  h»ss  of  virility  and  destruction  of  reproductive  power 
in  tiie  older  males  by  reason  of  repeated  driving  and 
btlier  liardships  to  which  the  young  animals  are  sub-  i„,^,7r'|il,v're.rwvin''^^ 
.jtM-liMl  upon  tlie  islands,  exists,  if  at  all,  oidy  in  the 
kniaginaticin  of  theorists  who  have  reported  upon  the  subject.     It  is 
3*11  rant  nonsense.    Impotent  males  ai'e  never  seen  there  in  any  species 
|until  they  have  become  so  by  old  age.     Female  seals  were  very  rarely 
jiiiclnded  in  the  driven  herd,  and  never  killed  excei>t  by  accident. 

In  1871,  for  want  of  trained  assistants  tlie  majority  of  the  seals  were 
tilled  under  the  supervision  of  native  chiefs.     VVehad  no  teams,  and 
KTc  poorly  siii)plied  with  boats  and  other  facilities  for  transporting  the 
|kins  and  doing  the  work.     8alt  houses  wen;  inconveniently  h)cated, 
bid  the  business  was  transacted  in  a  crude  way,  under  great  disad- 
rsintuges.     The  skins  and  all  other  material  uj)on  the  islands  requiring 
l»e  moved  were  carried  upon  the  backs  of  men,  a  wearisome  and  dis- 
agreeable task  after  a  day's  work  on  the  killing  groiunls.    The  results 
rcK^  unsatisfactory.    The  catch  (jbtained  under  the  directi<m  of  the 
Ihit  Is  conqH-ised  mainly  small,  light  skins,  because  such  coidd  be  easiest 
jciired  and  transported.    The  work  progressed  slowly,  as  it  had  always 
^rnierly  done  under  Russian  direction.    Less  than  two-thirds  of  tho 
lota  of  skins  were  obtained  in  June  and  July.    During  August  we 
Jeie  prohibited  by  law  at  that  time  tiom  killing  seals.    Work  was 
1>71«_V0L.  II » 
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resumed  at  a  later  date,  and  fiiiislied  shortly  In-fore  the  seals  ini}?rated, 
thus kciqiiii};  them  in  a  state  (»runi«'st  and  couniiotioii  nearly  the  wliole 
summer.  IJut  the  custom  did  not  dilVcr  in  this  respect  from  that  |)ur- 
Hued  by  the  Russians,  in  ISTl.',  and  cneiy  year  tliereafter,  an  Aiiusrican 
"boss"  was  ])la(M'd  at  tliehead  of  everv  fian<,'of  natives, 
Improve.!  >m.tho.i».  ^iir  tools  and  salt  liouscs  Were  improvc'il,  Supplies of  shU 
for  "kenchinpf"  skins  increased,  and  th(^  seal  catch  was  i)usheil  to  <'(>m- 
])letion  betore  the  end  of  .Inly.  Additional  salt  houses  were  er<'cted  in 
this  and  the  two  foHowinj;'  years  contijiuous  to  tlie  res[)eetive  rookeries, 
in  order  to  avoid  lon^'  "drives"  and  facilitate  the  work  <tf  the  men.  In 
187;i  a  horse  and  team  of  mules  were  tak<'n  to  the  island  in  furtheranc«t 
of  the  same  ohject,  and  these  were  added  to  fiom  year  to  year,  an«l  sup- 
plenuMitcd  by  several  boats  and  a  steam  launch,  so  that  lonj^' before  the 
expiration  of  the  lease,  the  labor  put  upon  both  seals  and  nu'U  was  veiy 
greatly  reduced.  Under  better  manap;enu'nt,  the  (pndity  of  tlu;  catch 
sent  to  market  constantly  improved.  The  skins  avcraj;ed  lar<;er  and 
more  uniform  in  size  than  had  been  fornierly  secaired. 

During  the  whole  period  of  seventeen  years  from   liS(i8  to  18Sr»,  no 
of  sk-  s   •li'lx'i'l^^.y  ^vas  experienced  in  obtaining  the  full  (piola 
oi)t"ini!Tfiom  i8o«'to  of  j()(),()00  w  cll  selcctcd,  marketable  skins.     I  know 
^*^'^-'-  this  to  be  a  fact  during  all  these  years,  up  to  and  in 

eluding  1882,  from  ])ersonal  observation  and  experience  continued  from 
day  to  day,  in  actively  managing  the  business,  and  am  assured  by  the 
daily  reconl  kei>t  by  my  assistants,  and  by  their  reports  to  me  from 
tinui  to  time,  that  they  were  ecpially  smu-essful  in  s»'asonably  obtaining; 
a  desirable  catch  from  1883  to  1885,  inclusive,  while  1  was  away  from 
the  islands.  The  work  was  not  completed  as  early  in  the  seasons  from 
1880  to  1885  as  it  had  formeily  been.  This  was ehicHy  due  to  t\w  greater 
care  exercised  in  selecting  animals  to  be  killed.  In  order  that  tlic 
selection  should  be  made  fiom  as  large  a  nund»er  as  possible,  and  to  sat 
isly  the  requirements  of  the  Treasury  agents  in  charge,  who  demanded 
that  all  the  rookeries  be  worked  in  regular  rotation, 
fnMn*ti»rnM.u.'rii.8!'''''  ^^'^'  commenced  in  1879  or  1880  to  "drive "with  greater 
frequency  from  the  more  distant  and  less  ac(!essil)l(' 
gnmnds.  These  distant  animals  were  not,  however,  driven  to  the  vil 
lage  killing  grounds,  as  has  been  icpresented,  but  were  slaughtered  as 
near  the  rookeries  as  seemed  ])ru(lcnt  with  regard  to  the  welfare  of  tlic 
breeding  seals,  and  the  skins  were  transported  in  >vagons  or  boats  to 
the  salt  Innises.  With  this  exception,  there  Avas  no  change  in  the  man 
lier  of  coiulucting  thebiisiness  irom  1870  to  1889. 

In  188(5  I  again  assumed  personal  direction  of  the  work  upon  tlic 
islands,  and  continued  in  charge  up  to  and  incliuling  1889.    And  now, 

^^•J^:    i*  •    nocn  .     l'>i'  tlic  tlrst  timc  iu  my  exi»erience,  there  was  dilticultv 

Ditliciilt  in  1889  to     .  .  II.''  ,1        ri-ii       ,  II  '    ! 

Bocure  the  proper  lu  securing  such  skius  as  wc  wautcd.     ihe  trouble  wasj 
''^'°''-  not  particularly  marked  in  l^Hii,  but  increased  fn 

year  to  year  to  an  alarming  extent,  until  in  1889,  in  order  to  secure  tiiri 
full  quota  and  at  the  same  time  turn  back  to  the  rookeries  such  brt^Ml  J 
ing  bulls  as  they  seemed  to  absolutely  need,  we  were  forced  to  inkf  J 
jully  50  per  cent  of  animals  under  size,  which  ought  to  have  been  iil 
lowedoneortwo  years  nu)re  growth.  Concerning  this  matter  I  rei)ort(i:; 
to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  under  date  of  July  16,  1889.; 

follows:  "Tlui  (contrast  between  the  present  condiiii' 
on^tKubject! '"''''''  of  Seal  life,  aiul  that  of  the  lirst  decade  of  the  leasei 

80,marked  that  the  most  inexpert  can  not  fail  to  notirs 
it.    Just  when  the  change  commenced  I  am  UTiable,  from  ])ersonal  <il 
BOivation,  to  say,  for  us  you  will  remember  I  was  iu  ill  health  aud  n 
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hie  to  visit  the  islands  in  ISH.'?,  18S4,  and  IS-S.!.  I  left  tlie  rookeries  in 
ISSU  in  tlieir  fnllest  and  best  eon<lition,  andfonnd  them  in  I. SS<i already 
sliowinjjc  sli;;lit  rallinjf  <»tV,  ami  experienced  tliat  year  for  tlie  (irst  tinier 
some  dillienlty  in  seenrinji'  Jnst  tlie  elass  of  animals  in  every  ease  that 
we  desired.  We,  however,  obtained  the  full  eateh  in  that  and  the  two 
'.'ollowinfj  years,  linishin};  the  work  from  the  L'tth  to  tla^  27th  of  July 
but  were  oblijred.  i)artienla.rly  in  ISSS,  t^)  (jontent  ourselves  with  smaller 
skins  than  we  had  heretofore  taken.  This  was  in  part  du«^  to  the  neces- 
sity of  turninji  baek  to  the  rookeries  many  inilf-j'ictwn  bulls,  owing  t<> 
the  notable  scarcity  of  breedini;'  males.  I  siionld  iiave  biMiU  jihul  to 
have  ordered  them  killed  instead,  but  under  your  insliiutions  to  see 
that  the  best  interests  of  the  rookeries  were  eonserve<l,  thoui-ht  best  to 
reject  them.  Tiie  result  of  killinj;'  from  year  to  year  a  larj^e  and  inereas- 
inV  mimber  of  finall  animals  is  very  a|»pareiit.  We  are  simi»ly  draw- 
";;ft  inj;  in  advance  upon  thei  stock  that  should  be  kept  over  tor  another 
year's  j,'rowth." 

In  the  process  of  securui}?  the  annnal  catch  of  seals  for  their  skins, 
the  breedinj;  animals  were  vciry  little  <listurbe(l.  No  DiHturi.an..)  ot  tim 
one  was  allowed  to  molest  them;  d()<>s  w<'re  banished  i<>ok»nius. 
from  tiie  islands.  The  use  of  (irearius  was  tbrbidden.  The  renderinj; 
of  oil  from  seal  blubber  was  stop])ed  after  the  second  year's  trial,  be- 
cause the  smoke  and  odor  seemed  to  disturb  the  rookeries  near  the  works, 
and  every  i>recaution  was  adopted  which  j^ood  husbandry  could  sug- 
jicst  for  tlu'!  perpetuation  of  the  industry.  The  seals  were  apparently 
subject  to  no  diseases;  the  pups  were  always  fat  aiul  luialtliy,  and  dead 
ones  very  rarely  seen  on  or  about  the  rookeries  prior  to  1S81.  Ui)on 
my  leturn  to  the  islands  in  188(»,  I  was  told  by  my  as-  ^^  ^^ 
sistants  and  the  natives  that  a  very  larj;e  uiuuber  of  '"  ^"^'^' 
pups  had  perished  the  ]uecedinf;  season,  a  part  of  them  dyinc^  upon  the 
islands,  aiul  others  beinf>'  washed  ashore,all  seemiu};' to  have  starved  to 
death.  The  same  thiiif'"  occurred  in  ISSd,  and  in  each  of  the  followinj^ 
years  to  and  including?  1881).  Even  before  I  left  the  islands  in  Auj;ust, 
1880,  1887,  and  1888,  I  saw  humlreds  of  half-starved,  bleatiujjf,  ema- 
ciated ])ups,  wanderinjf  aindessly  about  in  search  of  tluMr  dams,  and 
])resentin}?  a  most  pitiable  appearance.  For  if  the.  mother  seals  are 
destroyed,  tlieir  young'  can  not  but  perish;  uo  otiier  dam  will  suckle 
them;  nor  can  they  subsist  until  at  least  three  or  four  nu)uths  old  with- 
out the  mother's  milk.  The  loss  of  this  vast  numbei-  of  pups,  amount- 
in  <;•  to  many  thousands,  we  could  attribute  to  no  other  cause  thau  the 
death  of  the  mother  at  the  hands  of  pelagic!  seal  hunters. 

lietween  1874  and  1883  predatory   vessels  occasionally  appeared  in 
JJcriiig  Sea,  among  them  the  Cif/jtiet  in  1874  and  the 
\iS((ii  lHa/o  in  1870,  but  the  whole  nund)er  of  seals  de- 
troyed  by  such  vessels  was  small,  and  had  no  ai>pre- 
iable  effect  upon  the  rookeries;  in  1884  about  4,000 
kins  were  taken  in  Bering  8ea  by  three!  vessels,  and 
tarved  pups  were  noti(!e<l  upon  the   slands  that  year  for  the  first  time. 
II  iss.'t  about  10,000  skins  were  taken  in  this  seai,  and 
ilic  (lead  pups  upon  the  rookeries  became  so  numer-  oi'XaTimpa'ana^ 
■ins  as  to  evoke  comment  trom  the  natives  and  otliers  poau'ia'is. 
pnn  the  islands.     From  1885  to  the  present  time  the 
I'i't  of  predatory   vessels   has  constantly  increased  in  proportion  as 
'e  seal  herd  has  decreased.    From  180!)  to  1882  the  seal  rookeries 
riit'ly  inoreasod.      I  know  this  from  accurate  i)ersonal  observation, 
Hi  reported  relative  to  it  to  the  Alaska  ('ommercial 
)iMpany  July  10,  1880,  as  follows:    ^' The  breeding      '"■■o^'"""' n-okor- 
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I'oai'hors. 
Cygnet.  1874. 
San  Diego,  1876. 
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or  I-SS;{  were,  F  holievo,  coiiMtiiiitly  iiicrcusiii};  in  uron  iiiid  p(n»nljitioii, 
aiitl  my  ohstM-viitioiis  in  tiiis  dirt'ction  iii-*>.  in  iiccordinuH^  with  tiiosi) 
of  Mr.  Morj-iin,  Mr.  VVobstcr,  iin<l  otlicrs  who  hiivc  hern  with  ni«^  lor 
many  years  in  your  scrvicro,  and  of  S|»M'ial  Treasury  Aj^iMit  J.  .M.  Mor- 
ton, who  was  on  tlic  ishmds  from  IS7(»  to  ISSO.  Kvcn  as  late  :is  ISSo 
IS|Mi('ial  Treasury  A j;tMit  Tin^h;  reported  a  furtiier  in<'i'ease  of  lireedinj-' 
seals;  l)ut  ids  estimates  were  m;uh'  in  (comparison  witli  tlios(^  of  ['lof. 
II.  VV.  PMliott  of  iSTli  and  1873,  and  he.  was  probably  not  fully  aware  of 
the  faet  that  the.  increase  liad  occurred  prior  to  issii,  and  that  in  ISHo 
the,ro  was  aln^uly  perhai>s  a  sli^^ht  diminution  of  breeders." 

A  very  imtie.eal)le  decrtiase  in  tlu>.  herd  (commenced,  as  I  have  already 

|)ointed  out,  in  ISS(!,  and  was  coincident  in  tiiiu'-  and 
„..^l7.T".'''"  "♦"  '"';"'i  ])roportionat(;  in  extent  witli  the  luunber  of  seals  de- 
Kio aoiiiiiig.  stroycd  in  the  water.     Ihe  busnioss  ot  p<*la<>ic  sealmji' 

ill  Heriuf''  Sea  first  assumed  considerable  ju'oportions 
in  188t,  and  in  tliat  year  dead  jmp  seals  first  became  numerous  enouj^ii 
upon  the  rookeries  to  excite  remark  upon  the  islands.  As  the  sealing; 
tleet  increased,  the  starved  animals  became  more  numerous.  In  1887 
fourteen  vessels  were  seized  for  illejiiil  sealiiifjf,  and  the  elfe(;t  was  seen 
in  tlie  followinjj;  year  when  a  much  less  number  enjiajied  in  the  business 
and  the  Hering  Sea  catch  amounted,  as  I  am  informed,  to  about  .'{1,000 
skins,  a^'ainst  about  1JI,000  or  20,000  in  1888.  The  failure  of  the  Unitetl 
States  Government  to  vigorously  j)ursue  in  1888  and  the  followiiij>' 
years  the  repressive  policy  so  ausi)iciously  bojiiin  in  1887,  led  to  a  larjic 
increase  of  tiie  sealinj;'  licet  and  correspondin^i' destruction  of  the  herd, 
but  the  prohibition  of  pelaj^ic  sealiii<>'  nevertheless  continue<l,  and  the 
usual  x)roclamati()ii  was  ])ublished  by  the  (lovernment  warninj;'  all 
])arties  not  to  kill  seals  in  liering  Sea  or  waters  adjacent  to  the  Alaskan 
coast. 
The  i>olicy  of  the  Alaska  ('oinmer<',ial  Company,  during'  the  Avhole 
I'niic  of  thu  Mis  l'*'i"'<"l  ot"  its  lease,  was,  as  mij-ht  be  naturally  (expected, 
k;i  ei.'iuii'icniai  (o'ln-  to  obtaiii  the  best  possible,  skins  for  market,  and  at 
'"'"*'•  the  same  time  preserve  the  rookcMies  a;;ainst  injury, 

for  it  was  not  only  in  their  interests  to  be  able  to  secure  every  year, 
until  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  the  full  cpiota  allowed  by  law,  but 
they  contidently  expected,  by  reason  of  their  <i(»od  ina,iiaj;einent  of  the 
business,  and  faithful  fulfillment  of  every  oblifjation  to  the  (loverii 
ment,  to  obtain  the  franchise   for  a  second  term.     I  was,  therefore, 
always  alert  to  see  that  the  due  pro])ortion  of  breeding  males  of  serv 
ici^able  ajie  was  allowed  to  return  to  the  rookeries.     This  was  a  com 
l»aratively  easy  task  prior  to  1882.  but  became  from  year  to  year  more 
dilliciilt  as  the  seals  decreastnl.     No  very  exi)licit  orders  were  given  to 
the  "bosses'' upon  this  ])oint  until  1888,  because  the  bulls  seemed  to 
be  ])lentiful  enough,  and  because  it  was  easier  to  kill  anil  skin  a  small 
seal  than  a  large  oii(%  and  the  natives  were  inclined  for  tiiis  reason  to 

allow  the  large-  ones  to  escape;  but  in  1888  and  18S!t 

there  was  such  a  marked  scarcity  of  breeding  males 

upon  the  rookeries  that  I  gave  strict  orders  to  spare 
all  five-year-old  bulls  and  contine  the  killing  to  smaller  animals. 
Through  all  this  slaughter,  involving  the  driving  and  redriving,  yem 

after  vear,  of  the  same  seals,  they  did  not  become  moic 
gcili"'"""'*^  "^  *'"'  tiinid'whcnonland;  but  on  the  contrary,  those  resort 

ing  to  the  grounds  most  fre([uently  disturbed  wen' 
more  tractable  and  easier  driven  and  killed  than  the  oiu^s  from  remotn 
points,  as  at  Polavina  or  West  Point,  on  St.  Paul,  or  Zapadnieat  St, 
George.    The  "killing  gang"  frequently  sjwken  of,  and  i  myself,  db-^ 


Siarcily  <if  hrotMl- 
iiij;  iiialu»  ill  1888  ami 
1889. 
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served the  hanh'r  work  in  handlin-;  and  sul)dividin},'  the  drove  from 
file  mor<' distant  places,  hrciiuse  of  tlie  more  savajje  intra<-tabl('  cliar 
acter  of  tlie  l)nlls. 

1  believe  tin'  s«'als  to  he  siiscrptibhi  of  a  hi]uh  (U'<>ree  of  diMuestiea 
tiim.  If  theiistronji  propensity  to  bite  wiialeverromes  „>.«.  ..,,iihi.,  „f  « 
witliin  otVeii  ivc  proximity,  whether  it  be,  seal  enb  or  iiiuii.i.m..-.if(i(iiii.«- 
II  I  unter's  limb,  could  Ite'curcd,  they  could  be  as  easily  ''''"i"" 
maiia};c(l  as  a  tlock  of  sheep.  Kach  one  of  the  younj;  j»ups  driven  for 
the  customary  food  snpjtly  before  their  lirst  nii^iiation  is  picked  n|»  by 
tli«'  hind  nippers  to  deteiinine  the  sex,  females  even  at  Ihi;-  aj;e  being 
spared,  aiul  when  thus  in  the  hands  .»f  tbe  hunters  ,,„,„,„„,, „,,r„„,,. 
could  be  as  reailily  marked  or  brande<t  as  an  \  i  intronghly  inKorotii.  iCvi«,.niuik- 
domesticat<Ml  animal.  In  fact,  a  large  number  were  "'«• 
thus  marked  in  1S7L',  by  Special  'I'leasnry  Agent  (,'harles  Ibyant,  by 
('Iip])ing  the  ear  as  a  nu-ans  of  fiirtlu'i'  identifu-ation.  ICvery  seal  upon 
the  islands  has  in  this  way  been,  or  might  have  been,  if  we  had  so 
eleiled.  witliin  our  very  grasp,  to  kill  oi'  not  to  kill,  to  brand  or  not  t«» 
brand,  as  we  tlionglit  l>est,  its  skin  having  at  tln^  same  time  com- 
mercial value.  I  conceive  that  no  further  act  of  chnnestication  is  re- 
(piircd  to  constitute  under  <'onunon  law  complete  and  absolute  owner- 
ship, c()U|»led,  of  course,  with  the  right  of  piotection  of  the  property, 
wherever  found. 

In  res])ect  to  the  i)ropagation  and  perpetuation  of  the  species,  they 
ar«' as  controllable  and  anuMnd)Ie  to  good  manayenHMit     ,,  ,.  , 

Upon  the  islands  as  sneep  or  cattle.  Ji  the  right  pro-  i.criHtiiiition  oi  the 
ixution  is  niiiiiitaincd  l)etween  the  sexes,  tlu'  greatest  "i"'"'"- 
possible  number  of  lU'ogeny  is  assun'd.  As  long  as  we  were  able  to 
kee)*  exclusive  control,  undisturbed  by  <»iitside  inlluences.  we  main- 
tained tlie  steady  increase  of  the  herd  and  i>roHtable  letui  s  frcun  the 
industry.  When  outside  parties,  beyond  our  jurisdiction.  <  arried  on 
their  <lestiuctive  work,  to  any  considerable  extent,  the  e<iuilibrium  of 
I  the  sexes  was  destroyed,  any  calculation  of  those  in  charge  (tf  the 
islands  was  nullitied  or  miscarried  and  the  sjieedy  decrease  and  ulti- 
mate desfnution  of  the  seals  and  sealing  industry  made  certain. 

In  contemplating  this  (h'strn(!tion,  the  natives  of  the  seal  islands  are 
most  deeply  interested,  for  they  are  wholly  <lei)endent 
nijon  the  seals  for  a  livelihood.  The  ancestors  of  the  ^.^ff'^t  of  .lostmc- 
three  liiiiulred  ])eople  now  ui)on  the  i.slands  were 
t;ikeii  there  more  than  one  hundred  years  ago,  and  tlu'ir  descendants 
iiave  iteeu  born  and  bred  to  their  occupation  of  seal  killing,  and  know 
no  otli(>r.  Prior  to  1S(;,S  the  IJussians  furnished  them  only  indifferently 
Weil  with  coarse  articles  of  food  and  clothing  which  the  seals  did  not  sup- 
lily,  but  left  them  to  live  in  unhealthy  eoiiditi(Uis  in  their  damp  under- 
gKiiiiid  houses,  oiten  unsui>i>lied  with  fuel  and  not  infrequently  short  of 
food.  Inder  thelilieral  managementof  the  Americans 
.ihey  have  been  provided  with  comfortable  wo..(len  o/'^'.ui'v:;^  "''u',','.V;'r 
hoMses,  an  abundance  of  coal  to  heat  them,  warm  cloth-  Ain.iiian  manago 
[iiii;.  well  taught  schools  in  comfortable  school-h(uises,at- 
[l  I  ;ut  i  ve  churches  in  the  (Ireco-Uussian  faith,  to  which  they  are  devotedly 
attached,  and,  in  short,  with  all  the  cimiforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries 
tof  civilization.  With  these  surnmndings  they  have  made  remarkable 
nnugress,  rendered  i)ossible  by  their  income  of  more  than  $10,000  ])er 
|}iiiniim  fnmi  the  seal  lisheries,  without  which  they  are  left  in  absolute 
||  ivtMty,  and  must  either  leave  their  island  home  in  search  of  other 
^•iiii.loyment  of  which  they  know  nothing,  rely  ujum  the  charity  of  the 
liiivernment  for  meager  sui>port,  or  starve.    They  rightly  charge  the.se 
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tliio.  alteniiitivcs  ujkui  tlic  itclayif  seal  liniitcrs,  who  liavc  nitlil<'s,sly 
destroyed  Mi«',  licrd  in  wliicli  i'vciy  iiativo  liad  a  ccitaiii  vested  ii;;lit, 
ill  (lie  exercise  of  wliieli  lie  deserv«'d  tlie  protect  ion  of  the  (.lovenimeiit 
into  wliose  care  lie  has  «'oiiie. 

II.    II.    M(!|NTVKE. 

Siiliscrihcd  and  swuin  lo  heloie  me  this  I'Jth  day  of  May,  I81L'. 

[SKAL.J  CLKMKN'I'    r.KNNKIT, 

Notary  J'hIiUc. 


J>(pit,siti(»i  of  II.  11.  McTutjirc.  .sjii'cial  Trcnsurii  (if/nit  ami  tnqn'rintcndent 
Jor  llif  Icssrrs  of  the  I'lihiltf  Ishduls. 

maivagemknt. 

State  of  Vermont, 

Orantje  t'onnii/,  ss: 

II.  II.  Midntyic,  of  Handolph,  in  said  county,  haviiij;  been  d«;iy  sworn, 

deposes  and  savs:  J  am  a  native  of  N'eniioiit,  4S  years 

Exi.«.k-nco.  ^^^^,      jii  ^,|j.  ^.^.jij.^  ,^,.^  .|||^^  j^,.j,  ,  ^^..|^  special  lJ'iiitc<l 

States  Treasury  aj;ent  assij^iied  to  duty  in  Alaska,  under  particular 
instructions  to  visit  and  rejiort  u|)oii  tlu^  seal  fisheries  of  Alaska,  and 
from  1870  to  ISS'.t,  inclusive,  I  was  superintendent  of  the  sealeries  for 
the  lessees  of  the  Prihilof  Islands.  In  thesis  capacities  I  tirst  visited 
the  seal  islands  in  tlu'  summer  oflStJJ),  and  eveiy  year  theieafter  until 
and  includin<i-  J.S8!»,  except  the  years  188.'),  1884,  and  188.").  Jn  1871  and 
1872  I  stayed  there  continuously  for  about  sixteen  months,  and  in  each 
of  the  other  years  from  two  to  four  months,  throujjh  the  sealinj;' 
season.  1  also  visite<l  London  twice  ilurinji'  my  superint<Midency  in 
connection  with  the  sealinji'  industry,  and  was  at  all  times  actively  at 
Avork  in  the  interests  of  my  employers.  My  duties  as  such  spe<;ial 
Treasury  agent  and  superintendent  deniand«'d  and  received  my  atten 
tioii  to  every  detail  of  seal  life  and  its  relations  to  commerce.  In  the 
discharge  of  these  duties  1  was  constantly  aided  by  able,  intelligent 
assistants  and  native  seal  hunters,  whose  daily  observations  a 


were  from  time  to  time  communicated  to  me 


reporl 


The  work  of  seal  killing  is  (Ume  bv  the  Aleutian  inhabitants  of  tlie 


Killing. 


seal  islands  under  the  immediate  sui)eryision  of  the 
superintendent  for  the  lessees  and  his  assistants.  The 
natives  are  directed  by  their  chiefs,  who  are  either  chosen  by  tlusiii 
selves  or  appointed  by  the  Treasury  agent  in  charge.  The  force  ol' 
natives  is  divided  into  gangs  of  L'O  to  .'!()  men,  each  gang  being  led  by 
an  assistant  sujierintendent  and  native  chief,  and  (;oniprises  the  proper 
number  of  ''clubbers,"  "ripi»ers,'"  and  "skinners." 

Driving. 

In  describing  the  liabits  of  the  seals  it  has  already  been  pointed  out 
,,  .  ,      ,      ,        that  the  '-bachelors,"  or  killable  seals,  haul  out  upon 

Driving;  how ilciio.   .,        ,         ,  ,  ,  .    ,  ii        i  i-  i 

the  land  sejiarate  and  ai)art  from  the  breeding  rook- 
eries, and  it  follows  that  they  may  be  herded  together  and  driven  in 
from  the  beaches  to  the  killing  grounds  without  in  the  least  disturbiiiji 
the  breeding  seals.    During  the  killing  season,  beginning  the  1st  of 
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tendiMit  to  ascritiiin  tiie  day  Iteforc  a  diivc  is  to  Ik-  niad(>  wln-re 
tiie  Ivillaltle  seals  lie.  and  to  instruet  the  eirief  in  the  eveninj;  in  reganl 
to  the  work  for  tlie  following:  day. 

At  daybreak,  about  I  or  'J  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the,  ehi«'f  calls  ii 
snthcient  nundtei- of  nun.  nsnally  from  six  to  twelv«',  and  lea<ls  them 
to  the  desinnat«'d  l»cach.  Tliey  approach  tlie  haulinj;'  ^jroninl  as 
m»iselesslv  as  possiitlc,  kcepinj,'  to  tin'  leeward  of  the  si-als  nntil  a  point 
is  reached  whence  the  '•  inn"  is  to  be  made,  when,  at  the  word,  all  mc.ve 
at  the  top  (»f  theii-  sjteed  alonj;'  the  ed;;e  ol  the  surf  and  take  intervals, 
like  a  skii'inish  line  of  soldiers,  between  the  seals  and  the  wat«'r,  at 
the  same  tinn-  making  sni'h  (bMnonstiations  by  swinjiinj;  the  arms, 
lloniishin;;  caps  and  coats,  or  beating  bones  or  sticks  toj-cther  as  to 
alarm  the  animals  and  cause  them  to  insh  inland.  The  <lrove  is 
(piickly  coUecteil  and  bron^jht  to^'etlier  in  one  mass.  When  it  has 
moved  a  short  distaiu-e  tVom  the  water  it  bec(»mes  perfectly  mana<>('al>lo 
and  is  then  diviiled  into  dctaclnnents  of  r»(K>  to  1,(I(M»  seals;  each  tletach- 
ment  is  ]»lace(l  by  the  chief  in  eliar<;e  of  a  trnsty  man.  who,  aided  by 
tw(»  assistants,  one  on  ejich  Hank  and  himselt' in  the  rear,  brinf-s  his 
drove  nUmn  towards  the  killinj;  j;r(»nnds  at  a  sjieed  varyinjjf  from  a 
few  I'ods  to  a  mile  an  hour,  in  aeeordanci^  as  the  ^  ,,  ,,. 
wcatlu'r  may  be  hot  and  dry  or  nH)ist  and  cool.  It  the 
chief  is  ellicient  and  jtropcrly  instructed,  the  seals  are  at  tlu^  killinj;' 
j^roMiid  by  ."»  or  (i  o'clock  in  the  morning',  and  are  giv«',n  an  honr  or  two 
lo  rest  and  cool  before  the  j^ang  turns  out  alter  breakfast  lor  the  day's 
work. 

The  loiijjfest  drive  nnide  dniing  rec«'nt  years  is  that  from  lOnglish  IJay 
to  llu^  village  on  St.  I'anl  Island,  abont  L'A  miles. 
l''ormeily  it  was  cnstomary  to  drive  from  Ilalfway 
Point  and  Sonthwcst  May  to  the  village  grounds,  bnt 
it  was  found  to  be  less  trying  to  the  seals  and  better  economy  of  labor 
to  kill  nearer  to  these  ro(»keries.  Mule  teams  and  boats  <m  St.  Paul 
and  i)ack  animals  on  St.  (leoige  were  accordingly  siii)plied  several  years 
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l)ievcnt  tlic  iiiiininls  from    Imddliiifj  t<)}>i'tlier    iiiid  crowding.     With 
,  .  .         ])i'oi)or   iiiaiiaacini'iit,  tlie   loss  from  drivint''  is  but   a 

Loss  from  ilriviiii;.      i.       \-  ,.    .  a.  i  i  n  i  •  , 

iiiit'tioji  oi  1  ])('!■  cent,  and  nearly  all  arc  skinned 
and  the  skint.  ('onut<'(i  as  a  part  of  the  annual  quola.  The  animals 
that  arc  found  unlit  for  killinj"-  and  are  allowed  to  return  to  the  water 
to  be  repeatedly  driven  later  in  the  season,  suffer,  in   my  ojiinion,  no 

-,       ,    ..  injury.     I  hav(^  seen  it  stated  by  theorists  with   little 

iioi  iiii|>air<'<i  by  <>r  uo  juactical  e\])crience,  that  the  »'.\ertions  to  which 
''"^""''-  the  seals  are  subjected  on  the  diiv<'s  is  unusual    and 

exc.'ssivc;  and  llicy  infer  that  it  must  injure  the  aiiimaTs  reproductive 
TiseCulness.  With  more  extend«'d  observation  and  experience  they 
would  discover  that  such  is  not  the  case.     The   best   juactical  illiistra 

-^  .  .  .,  tion  of  this  fact  is  found  onCoitper  Island  of  the  ("oin- 

Bnviiig  (111  Coppir  ,  ,  -•         .t  >      ^  < 

Island.  maiidcr  };roii])  wlu're,  tor  the   past    twenty  years   or 

more,  it  has  been  customary  to  drive  nearly  all  the 
the  seals  over  ii  very  rough  uiountaiii  ti-ail  across  the  island,  and  to 
]»ractice  the  same  methods  iu  t.ie  killing  that  we  have  ])ursucd  at  tiie 
I'rihilof  Jslands,  with  the  result  of  constantly  and  healtiifully  in- 
creasing the  herd.  That  s<'als  aie  o(!casionally  injured  or  lost  by  im- 
ju'opcr  handling  is  no  sullicient  reason  for  abandiming  asystemof  man- 
agement whicli  i)roves  satisfactory  when  jiroperly  aiiministcred. 
These  theorists  aj)pareiitly  tiiid  it  very  easy  to  criticise  the  manage- 
ment of  the  seals  without  suggesting  any  way  in  which  to  improve  it. 

Killinf/. 

J)m'iiig  the  seal  killing  season  the  men  fiirn  out  to  their  work  about 
,„„.  ,  ,  (1  o'clock  a.  111.  Kacli  man  in  the  gang  is  assigned  by 
the  chiel  to  his  ajipropriatc  ]»art  ot  the  work.  Jr  tl;e 
force  com]>rises  say  twenty  two  men,  the  most  iiiet1i<'ient  one  will  be 
designated  as  "herdsman"  to  watch  the  drove  and  keep  it  as  near  the 
workmen  as  ])racti«'able;  tive  of  the  most  active,  athletic  young  men 
are  detailed  as  "clubbers,"  of  whom  two  are  called  "drivers,"  it  being 
their  duty  to  cut  otf  from  the  drove  small  detacliments  or  "jiods,"  of 
from  forty  to  seventy  five  seals  and  drive  them  iijtto  the  killers.  Jf  the 
drove  contains  a consideiable  number  of  adult  bulls,  or  the  seals  are 
tired  or  the  day  warm  and  humid,  the  "drivers"'  have  the  most  labor- 
ious ])art  of  the  woi'k.  Next,  one  boy  is  detailed  as  "stabber,"  live  as 
•'•lli[)perers,"  and  the  remaining  ten,  those  who  are  most  expert  in  the 
use  of  their  knives,  as  "skiiiners." 

The  clubbers  are  each  armed  with  a  turned  hickory  club,  5  feet  2 
itiches  hmg,  of  best  straight  grained  wood,  like  an  exaggerated  base 
ball  club,  and  a    sliari)  itointcd  hook,  similar  to  a  stevedore's  cargo 
hook,  which  he  carries  in  his  belt  or  boot  leg.     The  stabbers  and  tlip 
IK'i'cis  have  double  edged  knives  (!  or  7  inches  long,  and  the  skinners 
ten  or  twelve  inch  single  edged   blades;  and  each  man  a  small,  tine 
grained  oil  stone  of  which  he  makes  very  iVeiiuciit  use,  tiiiishing  the 
sharjiening  i>roccss  on  his  own  ])alm  or  the  seal's  Hipper,  lor  the  edges 
must  be  as  keen  as  razors  t(t  etfcctiially  do  the  work. 

If  the  drove  contains  more  than  a  lew  hundred  seals,  a  jtortion  of  ii 
is  cut  otf  and  brought  to  within  al>oiit  7.")  or  1(10  feet  of  the  place  wiieic 
the  first  "pod"  is  to  be  killed.  The  drivers  steixpiickly  along  the  Hanks 
of  the  drove  at  several  teet  distant  from  it,  and  appro;icli  each  other 
from  op])osite  sides  at  a  i)oint  to  detach  ■">(>  or  (it)  animals.  Tliesi 
are  driven  directly  to  th<' club!»ers  who  have  been  previinisly  instructc( 
by  the  assistant  super'  dendent  what  class  of  seals  tliey  are  to  kill  ami 
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where  they  are  to  beji^in  oix'rations.  At  the  word  from  tlse  ciiicf  t!ie 
blows  I'all  ill  (piiek  sneeession,  a-  sinji'le  blow  upon  (lie  iicr.d  ot  t'aeh  seal 
desionated  beinj;'  always  suilieient  to  eomi.ietely  stun  liim,  and  usually 
to  I'raeture  his  skull.  Thosi;  reuniinin;;'  are  carefully  l(iok<'d  ovei-  by  the 
assistant  superintendent,  such  of  the  doul)tfiil  ones  killed  as  he  may 
direct,  and  tlie  i-emaininji  ones  driven  to  oue  side  and  allowed  to  return 
to  tlie  water  af  will;  or,  after  a  few  hours,  it' any  remain  al»out  the  held, 
ii  boy  is  sent  to  head  them  toward  tin'  sea.  Tin'  clubber's  sharp  hooks 
aie  now  stuck  int<t  tla^  noses  or  llii)i)ers  of  tht>  fallen  seals  and  they  are 
dia,u;;«'d  ai)art  and  laid  sinj^ly,  as  closely  t<)^('ther  as  convenient  lor  the 
skinners.  This  is  very  necessary,  becaiise,  if  left  in  a  heap  as  they  are 
slain,  the  heat  at  ])oints  of  contact  (piickly  loosens  the  fur  and  spoils 
the  skin.  T\w  drivers  nov.  -inn'' to  biinj;'  up  the  next  "•pod,"  the 
stabber  thrusts  his  knife  to  t!ie  heart  of  the  stunned  animals  and  the 
tlip]teiers  follow  as  soon  as  the  seals  are  dead,  to  cut  the  skin  around 
the  head  Just  in  front  of  the  ears,  around  the  jiosterior  <'\tremity  l)e- 
tween  tlu^  body  and  hind  llipjieis,  around  the  two  fore  flippers  and 
down  the  median  line  ot  the  belly.  Next  he  is  taken  in  hand  by  the 
skiiiiM  r.  who  (piickly  llays  him  with  dexterous  strokes  of  his  lon^.  keen- 
edycd  knife,  leaviiifi'  a  considerable  hiAcr  of  blubix'r  upon  the  skin  to 
]>i'eveut  its  hardening'  and  dryin.n'  in  the  saltiiijn'  ]»rocess.  When  it  is 
desired  to  save  the  blubber  as  well  as  the  skin,  both  are  removed  fr<»m 
tlu'  carcass  to^-ether  and  Hayed  apart  with  skillful  strokes  jf  the  knife. 

The  seal  killnij^is  done  in  a  very  orderly,  systematic  nii'aner,  and  the 
attendant  waste  is  surprisin,sily  small  when  done  with  skilled  labor. 
Iiarely  an  undesirable  seal  is  hit  by  a  (;lubb<r.  and  occasionally  the  sun 
will  sliine  out  unexpi'ctedly  and  so  heat  th«-  skins  Itefoic  they  can  be 
removed,  as  to  loosen  the  fur  ami  cause  it  topuU  out,  but  tlie  entire  loss 
iiiider  Judicious  manaji'emeiit  amounts  to  only  a  few  score  of  skins  in  a 
liiiiidred  thousand.  An  experienced  force  of  I'L'  aien  can  easil>  slaughter 
and  projierly  cui"e  the  skins  of  an  average  of  1  ,'»«»♦  seals  per  day  thntugh 
the  season. 

When  the  skin  has  l»<'en  i<>moved  frowi  tli»*  cantass  it  is  thrown.  Hesh 
side  down,  'iiiou  the  damp  .liroiind.  ain*!  .4ts  .sikmi  thereafter  as  convenient 
hauled  to  th^^^  salt  house,  where  eacli  «ni»-  w  ♦'Xjiiinued  and  <'ounted.  in 
the  prosence  of  the  native  chief.  b.\  tlte  Tt>-.»-Kfirv  ii.yent  and  r^  assist- 
ai;  siipeiintcMdent.  in  ordei  to  dei«-i  "!i  iiinibe    allowed  by 

law  has  been  taken  and  to  lonn   the     ..  ,       .^-nt  tv  the  niiii\es 

Ibr  their  work. 
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In  the  earl\(lays  of  the  sealiii.n  iiMl«i-*fry  it  was  mlways  < 
111  dry  the  skins  for  market  b\  NiretcKlMtf  tkew  H-\m*\* 
tlie;;rouiid  by  means  of  wooden  pins  dri**n  thn>wii;ii 
llieii  ed^i'cs  or  by  the  use  of  stakes  and  rwm«e.  J>nt  lhi.»  pf««eess  made 
! lie  skin  ilillieiilt  to  iinliaii'  in  diessui;;,  .i\\(\.  i)u>n«»t'>\ ♦*r.  in  the  ver\  daiiij) 
<  liniate  of  .Vlaska  it  wa^  olten  impossible  to  dry  the  skiiis  fhov. .u^hly 
enoiitjih  to  prevent  their  (hM'ayiu;^  en  re  ite  to  i«(}irk*»t.  ijM'i&f  i««tiibers 
ot  skins  wei'e  lost,  1  am  infoinied.  in  this  way.  e\>-ii  atl»-  art  ilic  ,.d  heat 
\\a^  resorted  to  tor  drying- them,  and  it  was  found  lu-t-T  pr..til;  '»le  to 
>:ili  them  and  ship  them  in  salt  to  markH. 

fhe  sailing  is  done  in  I'ows  of  bins  called  "  ke  t»-ii»'s 

'Inowii  lo  tiie  man   in  the  keiicii.  w  iio  (|iiickl\   -prciwi- 

ii.  Ilesh  side  rt|(,  and  a  third  shovels  salt  enou;;h  u|kmi 

lit  lo  completely  cover  its  surface.     The  next  skin  is  -i|«i 

h^ay  above  the  lirst,  and  so  on  witli  alternate  layers  of 


Eiu-i>  skin  is 


tne  sain«» 
uiid  salt 
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until  the  kcncli  is  lull.  Here  llicy  Yw  iiom  five  to  seven  days  and  are 
then  shaken  <int  any  cuile<l  edjies  a)e  uniolled  and  salted,  and  the  skins 
ar*'.  loldt'd  with  ii  small  <|nantity  oi"  salt  between  the  folds,  an<l  ai>ain 
I>i!ed  to  coniplelc  )  lie  cnrini;  process.  A  lew  diiys  liter  tliey  are  once 
more  i)n!led  apart  and  sj)read  ont,  sprinkled  with  a  handfnl  of  salt  and 
I'olled  and  tied  in  eoin])a('t.  cylindrical  bandies  eontaininj;^  Two  skins 
each,  tlesh  sides  toiictlier.  Jii  this  sii;ipe  tiiey  are  lightered  from  the 
warelionses  (o  I  lie  vessel  in  the  skin  boats  built  by  the  natives,  and 
siii])ped  to  San  I-'riincisco,  were  they  are  ]>;icked  in  casks  holdin<;  froii 
lilty  to  sixty  skins  each,  and  Ibrwarded  to  Ijondon  Aia  New  Yoik,  by 
railroad  iiiul  stciuuer. 

The  i»racti(;e  of  salting  tln^  skins  was  Ibllowed  to  some  extent  by  the 
Ivussiiins  dnrinjj-  the  last  few  years  jnior  to  the  cession  of  Alaska  to 
the  United  St:i1es,  and  in  uenrly  every  i)articnliir  tlie  inaniijii'ment  of 
the  sealeries  l»y  tlie  .\niericans  is  the  same  as  that  pursued  by  the  Jius- 
siiins  dnriiiii  llie  last  years  of  their  occupation.     Since  about  18.'i5  the 

female  senls  have  been  invariably  spared,  and  if  the 
'J'h'II.'**    •'^i'''"''   sciileries  are  to  yield  the  best  j-etnrns  in  future,  the  wise 

system  under  wliich  they  have  been  heretofore  i)ro- 
tected  nnist  be  riyidly  nmintained.  The  habits  of  the  animals  are  such, 
in  the  se])ii rut  ion  of  lireeders  from  noidireeders  when  on  shore,  that  this 
can  be  easily  accomjilislied ;  yet  thi^  fact  should  not  be  lost  sijjfh;  .  •' t^hat 
both  breeders  and  noni>reeders  are,  in  the  course  oi  e\ery  seaS'  n.  <  nn- 
])letely  in  the  power  of  the  occupants  of  the  islands,  and  the  entiie  Iterd 
may  be  slan.ulitered  to  the  immediate  advi'!ila,ii-e  ot  their  possesstu's,  if, 
by  reason  of  international  complications,  or  any  other  cause,  it  is  found 
desirable  to  ext(  i  ininate  them. 
JVlauy  improvements  were  introduced  by  tlic  Aisiericiins  upon  Jiussian 

methods,  more  particniarlv  in  systemati/.inji'  the  work 
i,/A\m?S,>s.''' '''"''''  upon  the  slau<«hter  -Tounds,  in'  providint;-  convenient 

buihlinys  in  wliich  to  salt  and  bundle  the  skins,  and  in 
furnishinjj  means  for  traiisportin^i'  (hem  from  tlu!  held  to  the  salt,  houses 
and  thence  to  tlie  vessels;  but  the  maiiaj>enient  of  the  rookeries  as  re- 
j;ards  their  |»veser\ation  and  uiowth  has  \;iried  very  little  since  IS,")") 
ov  JHIO,  when  the  llussiaiis  awoke  to  t  he  fact  that  all  of  tlu^  lemales  and 
a  proper  i>roi)ortion  of  the  males  should  be  siiared. 

The  a.ue  at  wiucli  the  inah'  seal  slioidd  be  killed  I'or  his  skin  to  best 

me«'t  the  ]>resent  demands  of  the  nnirket,  is  '^  ami 
..^Xmliib'iuli;:;!:   -^   ^'x-s   oUl.     it  is,  ..t  course,  as  with   other  animals, 

impossible  to  say  in  every  <'ase  just  how  old  a  seal  is, 
but  in  the  larjic  majority  of  cases  an  experienced  sesd  killer  will  deter- 
mine with  accuracy  from  tlu' size  of  the  aninnd.  the  ,inro\\th  of  hair  ui)on 
the  neck,  and  the  len;ith  and  size  of  the  canine  teeth. 

Th<>  average  wei.yht  and  lenjith  of  the  dilfereiit  sizes  and  ages  may 
be  generally  stated  about  as  follows: 
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TIjc  sex  of  tlie  ycailiii^is  is  not  easily  determined  unless  the  animal 
is  cauiu'ht  and  examined.  The  sliaj)*,  size,  and  color  i)istinj;Misiiiiij;  iK« 
of  the^two  se\«'s  are  very  closely  alike  at  this  a^e.  "'•'^• 
At  2  vcars  ohl  it  is  less  dillicMlt,  and  there  is  very  little  risk  in 
asKumin;;-  that  all  those  found  at  this  a.ue  with  the  nonbreedeis  are 
males,  lie.anse  all,  or  neaily  all.  the  female:  at  -  years  (dd  consort 
with  the  Uii'edini:'  seals  upon  l  iie  lookeries.  in  the  list  two  years  of 
the  Alaska  (.'omniercial  Coainany's  lease  ef  the  sealeries  lar^c  niunhers 
of  L'  .\ear  old  seals  wen'  kiiied  tinder  my  dir"ttion,  hnt  never,  to  my 
knowled"-e,  any  females  of  this  ajie. 

"   '  if.    JI.    MolNTYRE. 

Swoiii  to  and  siil)s<  ribed  at    liaiidolph,  Vt.,  this  L'.SMi  day  of  -July, 
A.  1>.  ISirj,  before  me. 

}iotury  I'uhlic. 


1)( position  of  Tlioiudx  /•'.  Moif/Hii,  .sailer  on  I'rihilof  Jxltin<U  in  Jtiii^s  and 
ItiCiU,  (iml  (((jt-nt  of  lessees  from  J^^74  to  lbil7. 

PKIBILOF    ISLAND   ilOOIvElllES. 

District  of  ('olimui  a, 

('//_)/  oj'  Wash i Ill/Ion.  ss  : 

Thomas  V.  Morgan,  beiiiy duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  44  years  of  ajrc, and 
reside  in  the  town  of  (iroton.  < 'oJiii.  in  !>>S(;  I  shi|>ped  as  secoinl 
mate  of  the    bark    J'crti,  owned    bv  the   lirm  of  Wil- 

,.  Ill  ■■    ii  i.  A-    v'  T  1  /I  Experience. 

liaiiis  ^:  Haven,  ol  the  city  ol  New  London,  Coan., 
whicli  vosel  was  eommaiided  by  my  I'al  lier.<  'apt.  Kb  'iie/er  ,Moi'j,fan,  ami 
sa'iiMl  oil  that  bai-k  from  lioiioliiiii  about  the  L'Tth  day  of  rel)rnary, 
JS  .s.  tbi' the  purpose  of  cati'hinj;'  seals  on  the  islands  in  Bering' Sea, 
W  illi  ,msi\:  Haven  ha\  inu'  fbi'  iiiaii.N'  years  been  enua.u'ecl  in  sea!  fislieries, 
aiiii  liciiiL;.  so  far  a>  I  know,  the  lar.^est  (irm  in  the  I'nited  States  eii- 
.ua^;e<l  in  that  business.  We  saile(l  to  the  port  of  kSitka  and  there  ap- 
plied to  the  commander,  ( leii,  .letferson  ('.  Davis,  tor  ])erinission  to  land 
theeaijioot  the  iiark  on  the  i'libilot  islands  and  take  seals  on  those 
islands.  At  the  end  of  the  season  I  leiiiained  on  the  island  of  St.  Paul, 
one  of  the  said  I'ribilof  islands,  until  August.  bS(l!>,  as  a  representative 
ol  Williams  tS:  Haven's  interest  in  and  al)out  said  island.  In  the  last- 
iiifiitioiied  yeai-  1  returned  to  this  country,  and,  at  the  leipiestof  the 
Alaska  Comuieriial  (Jomjiany,  of  which  \\  illiams  &  ilave-n  were  stoek- 
linhh'rs.  1  was  employed  in  the  yem-  1874  to  return  to  the  I'ribilof  Is- 
lands as  a  i'epresentarive  of  said  Ahe^ka  Commercial  ("ompany. 

In  pill suantM' ol' such  ie«]Uest  1  returned  to  the  islainl  as  ai^ent  of 
f-aid  last  inentiojieil  company  in  chisirjie  of  the  island  of  St.  <leor}>e, 
whirji  with  the  i.slands  of  si.  Paul,  <Miei'.  and  Walrus,  c<Mistitn(e  the 


Minp  i;n<»wii 


as  file  I'libilof  Islainls.     i  arrived  at  said  island  some- 


time in  \la\,  1874;  took  up  my  residence  there,  and  remained  in  my 
[capacity  of  a^ent  in  and  alwrnt  that  island  dtirinj^'  each  sealiii};'  season 

tlicicat'trr  until  the  year  1887.     Th.<it  duiinji  the  years  l.S»t8  and  1S)1',», 

and  lidiii  .May  to  -July.  1874.  J  was  located  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  also 
jii'Mii  .Inly,  IS81,',  to  .Viay,  bS8;i;  that  diirin.utlie  remainder  of  the  time  I 
hA;i->npon  said  islands  I  wa-s  rfrtident  on  St.  (ieori-c  Island;   that  dnriii};' 

III)  residence  ou  said  isla.udis  ;  examined  frequently  the  breeding  rook- 
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ciios  on  the  island  where  I  then  was  located,  and  now  re(^oll«!('t  the 
condition  of  said  rookeries,  and  tlie  aitproxiinate  ar«'a  wliicli  each  of 
them  covered  at  dilferent  times  dnrinj;'  my  exjx'rienee  on  said  islands; 
that  1  have  carefully  examiu'Ml  the  lines  drawn  by  H.  H.  .Melntyre  on 
,  ,  exhibits  siiiiied  bv  him  and  marke<l  Exhibits  A,  B,  (', 
tiif^  smiiH  .(.v.n.i  iiy  D,  h,  1,  aiid  (t,  indicating  tlic  jironnds  cover«'dby  said 
tii,M,M,uiri.s.  rookeries  on  St.  I'aul  Island  in  the  year  ISTO,  and  tii<' 

year  IJSSL',  ami  that  tiie  red  line  shows  the  approximate  area  so  covered 
in  ]<S(»!),  and  the  blue  line  the  a])i»]'oximate  area  so  c()vere<l  in  1881'; 
that  I  have  iiulicated  to  tlie  best  of  my  recollection  the  firounds  covered 
by  bieediiifif  rookeries  on  St.  (ieor<>e  Island  in  the  year  1874,  by  a  red 
line,  and  the  j>r(miids  so  covered  in  tlie  year  ]88t  by  a  blue  line,  on  the 
exhibits  sij;iied  by  me  and  marked  Exhibits  11,  1,  .1,  and  K:  tiiat  the 
jiioundsso  indi(;ated  are  piacticallycorri'ctaiid  repieseiit  api)roxiiiiately 
the  aiea  covered  by  breeding-  seals  on  said  St.  Georjie  Island  in  said 
years  of  1874  and  1884. 

I  further  depose  and  say  I  have  examined  the  eharts  of  said  St.  I'aiil 
and  St.  (ieoifie  Islands,  made  as  I  am  informed  and 
Ix-lieve  by.).  Stanley  Brown ;  that  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  the  spaces  re)n'eseiited  on  said  charts  as 
ji'rounds  over  \vlii<'h  the  bachelor  seals  have  hauled  at 
various  times  <hirin}^'  my  experience  are  pra(;tically 

Thomas  F.  Mokgan. 


Ver  Hio  s  cli  arts 
<lra\vii  liv  J.  Sliinlcy 
lirowii  uliowiiiir  liiinl- 
in;;  grounds  (in  isl- 
anils, 

correct. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  .^th  day  of  Ai)ril,  18<)2. 
[seal.]  Skvkm.o.n  a.  Ukowiv, 

Aotary  I'ublic  in  and  for  the  District  of  Colnnihio,  U.  IS.  A. 


l)c])imtion  of  Thomas  F.  Morr/an,  (;;ir)itofth<-  Irsnees  on  the  FrihUof  Inlands 
and  of  the  leasees  on  the  Vonnuander  Islands, 


KsiMTifnci!. 


HAIHTS,  MAjVAGEMENT,  AND  PELAGIC  SEALING. 

DrSTlIICT  Ol'   (lOLTMHTA, 

Citjl  of  M'ashinfiton,  ss: 
Thomas   F.  ]\lor<iaii,  beiiij>'  duly  sworn,  says:  T  am  44  years  of  aj>('. 
and  reside  in  the  town  ol'droton.  Conn.     Jn  18(i8  1   shi])ped  as  second 
mate  of  the  bark  rem,  owned   by   the  tirm  of   Williams  t!v'   Haven, 
of  the  city  of  ^'ew  London,  Conn.,  whirh  \-essel  was 
cominaiKb'd   by  my   father,  (Japt.  J^beiie/er  iMorjian. 
aii<l  sailed  (ui  that  bark   from  Ibniolulu  ai)(»ut  the  L'7tli  day  of  I'eli 
niary,    lS(i8,    for    the    jmipose   of    eatchiiij;-    seals    «in    the    islands    in 
l!eriii.n  S«'a,  Williams  &  Jlaveii  haviii;;  lor  inaiiy.>cars  been  en<;aj:<'<l 
ill  seal  lisheries,  and  beiufj,  so  far  as  1  know,  the  larjiest  tirm  in  tin' 
CnitcMl  States  enj^jayed    in  that  business.     We  sailed    to  the  jiort  nl 
Sitka,  and   there  ai)plied  to  the  <Mtmiiiaiid<'r,  (Jen.  .leflerson  C.  I)a\i>. 
for  i)ennissi()n  to  land  the  carf>o  of  the  bark  on  the   I'ribilof  island-^ 
and  take  seals  on  th(»sc  islands.     At  the  end  of  the  season  I   reinainel 
on  the  island  ot  St.  Paul,  one  of  the  said  I'ribilor  Jslaiids.  until  Aui;u>!. 
1801>.  as  a  reiiresentative  of  ^Villianls  iV-  Haven's  interests  in  and  aboi  i 
the  said  islaml.     In  the' last  meniioned  year  I  jctiinied  to  this  ((Hiiitr 
and  at  tlu^  re(piest  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  of  which  Wii 
Hams  (&  liaveu  were  stockholders,  i  was  emj^htyed  in  the  year  1874  ' 
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if'tnni  to  the  I'ribilof  Islamls  as  a  rcprcsiMitative  of  tlic  said  Alaska 
('(tninicnial  Comiiany. 

In  pnisuii'ice  of  snch  i('(|nest  I  returned  to  the  islands  as  ajjent  of 
sidd  last  mentioned  eonipaiiy  in  eharjjre  of  the  island  of  St.  (ieoi<ie, 
wliieli  witii  the  islands  of  St.  Paul,  Otter,  and  Walrus,  eonstitue  tlie 
uroup  kn  >\vn  as  the  IMibilof  Ishuuis.  I  arrived  at  siiid  isirnd  some 
time  in  >riiy,  1^71;  t(M»k  up  my  residence  there  an<l  remained  in  my 
eai)a('ity  of  aji'ent  in  and  al»out  that  iidand  durinj-'  each  sealinj;"  season 
thereafter  until  tlie  year  1SS7.  At  the  expiiatictn  of  the  sealing-  season 
of  1.SS7,  1  returned  io  the  United  States,  and  in  J.SIM  was  en<iaj;ed  by 
the  Kussiau  Sealskin  Coiiii)any,  of  St.  Petersburj;,  as  cliief  ajicnt  of 
that  coniiKiny.  to  i)roeeed  to  the  islands  of  Komamhirski,  consisting'  of 
Cupper  ai.d  iJeiiim  Islands,  commonly  called  the  Commander  Islands, 
wliifh  said  comitaiiy  had  a  lease  of  the  said  Commander  Islands  as  well 
as  of  the  island  of  Tnleni  or  Ifobben,  in  the  Okhotsk  Sea,  to  kill  seah 
and  other  liir-betirins-  aninnds  on  those  ishinds  on  the  payment  of  a 
royalty  tothe  l.'iissiaii  (roveriiment.  During;  the  years  above-mentioned 
1  iiavc'  superintended  thekillin,n'of,  on  the  averajje,  18,000  seals  a  year; 
and  in  tlie  last  year  of  my  employment  by  the  Itussian  Sealskin  ('om- 
]iany  I  killed  oi' superintended  the  killing' of  ;iO,()00  seals.  The  skinninj,% 
ciiriiij;'  ot  skins,  packinji  of  skins,  and  shippiiifi'  of  tlie  skins  from  the 
islands  of  all  the  seals  the  killing  of  which  1  supeiiiiteiided  has  been 
under  my  immediate  supervision,  and  a  cousiderablt^  [)art  of  the  work 
tliereitf  has  been  done  by  me  personally. 

That  during  my  employnuMit  on  said  Pribilof  Islands  I  carefully 
studied  the  habits  of  the  fur-seal  ami  the-  statements  hereaftiu'  made  as 
t(.  the  Inibits  of  said  animals  are  basedon  my  own  observation  and  also 
iVoiii  the  fact  that  these  statements  have  been  corroborated  by  natives 
and  residents  (Ui  said  islands,  whom  \  know  to  be  familiar  with  every 
pliase  ot  seiil  life. 

The  Alaska  fur  seal  breeds,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced,  only  upon 
tlie  I'riitilof  Islands;  that  1  have  been  on  the  Alaska 
coast  and  also  along  the  Aleutian  Islands:  that  at  no      Aij.skm.s.s.i  i.in.u 

,  1  1  1      i      1         i         4-  11     ■""'  ''•'"''*  "1'  ""'.V  '"I 

point  lia\-e   I  ever  observed  seals  to  iiaul  out  on  land    cribUof  i.Hiau.is. 
except  at  the  Pribilof  Islands,  nor  have  I  been  able  to 
olttiiin  any  authentic  inftuiuation  which  causes  me  to  believe  suck  is 
the  case. 
The  Alaska  fur-seal  is  nngratory,  leaving  the  Pribilof  Islands  in  thf» 


Mi;;ritli 


early  winter  going  southward  into  the  Pacitic  and 
rctimiing  again  in  May,  .lune,  and  July  to  said  islands. 
I  li:i\('  ol)serve(l  certain  bull  seals  return  year  after  year  to  the  same 
idaceon  the  rookeries,  and  I  ha\  e  been  intbrmed  by  nati\es.  that  have 
lived  on  the  islands,  that  this  is  a  well  known  fact  and  has  bee-u  ob- 
served by  them  so  often  that  they  stated  it  as  an  absolute  fact. 

I  believe  that   tln^  cause  the  seals  chose  these  islands  tor  their  home 
is   l)e(aiiseof  the  isolation  of  these  Pribilof  Islands  and  bcc.aust^  the 
jclitiiatic  condition  of  said  Pribilof  Islands  is  ]>articu- 
|l;iiiy  laxorahle  to  seal  life.     During  the  time  tlie  seals 

upon  land  the  weather  is  damp  and  cool,  the  islands  being  almost, 
[ciiiinnnally  enveloped    iii   fogs,  the  average  tiuuperature  being  about 
'11    I",  during  the  summer. 

Tin-  ini|i  seals  are  l>orii  on  the  breeding  rookeries  on  St.  Paul  and  St. 

•oru 


C'liiiiiitt!  of  iMlaiidH. 


h'corge  ishinds  during  the  months  of  June  and  Julv.     When  tirst  1 


pup  can  only  live  upon  land,  is  not  amphibicais,  and  is 
|i  I  dde  to  swim.  If  i!  is  washed  oil'  into  tin-  sea  by  the 
h   :  lit  is  drowned,  as  1  have  otteu  seen.     If  a  pup  was 
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born  ill  the  water  it  could  no<-  nossihly  live  and  [  liavo  never  heanl  of 
sucli  a  case.  A  I'urtiicr  I  •  !•  this  coniit'ctioii  is  tliat  tlie  feiriales  inner 
come  to  tlic  islands  acconi;  li.-d  l)y  a  piiit.  Alter  birtii  a  ])np  at  once 
be^jins  to  suckle  its  niotlicr,  who  leaves  its  otl'sprin.^'  only  to  yo  into  the 
water  lor  food,  which  J  hclievt!  fioni  my  (titscrvation  consists  mainly  of 

lish,s(iuids,and('i  iist.i'cans.  In  her  search  for  iood  the 
^  FpinaicNiVciinKaiid  lemale,  ill  my  (»]>inion,j;()es40  miles  or  even  fuither  from 

the  islands.  The  pup  iloes  not  appciir  to  recoj^nize  its 
mother,  attem]>tiiii;'  to  draw  nulk  from  any  cow  it  cniiies  in  contact  witii; 
but  ii  mother  will  at  once  rtciij^iiize  her  own  pup  and  will  allow  no  other 
to  nurse  her.     This  1  know  tVom  often  observinjj;  a  cow  lijiiit  otfothei' 

])ups,  who  ai»pi'oached  hei.  and  search  out  hcrownpui) 
CowsiukicsdiiiyiuT  fi.,„„  jiiiionn  them,  which  I  thiid;  she  rec(»j;ni/es  by  its 

own  pup.  Ill-  c->  .1 

smell  and  its  cry. 

When  th'e  pups  are  about  six  or  eiyiit  weeks  old    they  beu'in  to  herd 

toj4'ether  in   groups  called   "pods;"   these  bv  dejii'ces 

iJ.n,in/t".''s^^^^^^^^         ^\<»'l^  (b.wn  toward  the  shore  and  alter  several   trials 

and  failures  at  last  Hnd  the  use  of  their   liippers  and 

learn  to  swim;  from  this  lime,  the  1st  of  Au^iiust  or  tiierealiouts,  the 

pup  j>-oes  int(»  the  water  at  intervals,  hut  remains  most  of  the  time  on 

the  rookeries  until  al)()ut  Xovember,  the  time  which  the  pup  spends  in 

the    water  dei)fiidiiia'   a,   jjjreat  deal  on  the   weather. 

Toward  the  first  or  middle  of  Xovember  the  pu]is  leave 

the  islands;  they  instinctively  turn    southward  toward   the  Aleutian 

Islands. 

The  time  oi'  tlicir  departure  depends  a  j^ood  <leal  on  the  state  of  the 
weather;  if  the  wintei'  is  oi»eii.  tiiey  may  be  found  mmdi  later  upon  tin* 
islands  and  if  paiiicularly  warm  seals  maybe  found  during'  the  whole 
winter  upcm  and  about  the  islands.  L'rohably,  too,  they  are  induced  to 
leave  the  islands  iii  i)ursuit  of  food.  In  my  opinion  if  the  islands  were 
a  little  warmer  in  winter  and  not  surrounded  by  ici',  the  seals  w<aild 
remain  there  the  yeair  round,  as  tiiey  evidently  consider  the  Tribilof 
(Iroup  tlit'ir  home. 

l'"rom  the  islami>  "lie  pup  with  his  fellows  m)es  southward,  passing 
through  the  passes  uetween  tlie  Aleutian  Islands,  and  hohls  its  course 
still  south  till  lost  si<iiit  of  in  the  oi-can.  From  tiiis  tinu'  until  the  herd 
re  ai»]»eais  off  the  <  'aliioniian  coast  their  course  is  a  matlc'iof  belief;  hut 
from  infoiinatioa  of  s«ji  captains  of  coastiuf;  vessels  who  have  sailed 
during- the  win-ev,  seals  diirid;;-  hecemhcrand  tiie  lirst  i>ait  of  January 
are  found  headin;^'  soutiieast  wardly  toward  tlie  Califor 
fonK™"''*^"^'"  •''■'"  ''o-'-^l-  l«i  ^lanui.ry  and  Fei)ri'ary  they  begin  to 
a()))ear  alonj;'  tkat  coast:  then  turnin<:  northward  tl!e,v 
proceed  ah )nji'  the  coast,  reachiM.u-  Vanconver  Island  about  3Iarch,  the 
Southern  Alaska  coast  in  April  and  May.  and  in.lnne  the  herd  rei'iiters 
Jh'riii;;-  Sea  and  proceeds  a;4ain  to  their  island  home.  It  is  im[tossiblc 
to  state  the  course  or  exact  time  of  mij;ration  with  complete  accuracy, 
but  this  cou'-se  here  <lesi;^^,ated  !  helie\c  to  be  iipi»ro\imately  c(»rrecl. 
The  pujis  which  left  ilie  island  the  year  behne  lia\e  now  bec<UMc 
■  yearlrng's,"  tlse  males  and  females  herd in.i:' tojictlicr 
indisciiminatel^  and  not  comin,ii'  on  shore  until  scunc 
time  in  Aufjust  or  Sc])tciniM'i  ;  tliey  also  leave  t  he  islands  a  lilth.'farlici 
tfcui  the  tirst  year  aiuJ  make  th<^  same  course  of  nii<;rati*»ii  as  before. 
On  tiu*-tr  imicwnd  return  to  the  island  as  "two-year 
oUis**  th«  >*evs  separate,  the  i'emales  }j;'oin<i'  oTi  tin- 
breediufi  rookeri<*  vheie  t!w»-\  ar«'  ferlili/.ed  by  thel>nlls.  and  the  males 
haotin;;  up  \\ith  tli<^  lion  breeding  males,  called  •'bach- 
elor*',"' oix  ihe  io-culled  •*  hauling  groumU."    The  "  two- 


ypai  lings. 


Two  yoiiroldH 


liacUvlum. 


RELATING    TO    I'KlHILOr    ISr.ANDS. 


63 


henvd  of 
lies  IK' vei- 
ip  iit  once 
()  into  the 
mainly  ot" 
,r  food  the 
itliev  I'nun 
•o<;iii/e  its 
itiu'twitli-, 
i\V  iiootlit'i- 
it  otV  other 
I'vown  \>up 
li/.es  by  its 

o-iu  to  lu'vd 
by  (lejiit'i's 
veval  trials 
Uppers  and 
iilionts,  the 
the  time  (Ml 
ip  spends  in 
lie   weather, 
e  pnps  leave 
the  Alcntian 

i  state  of  tlie 
liter  upon  tln^ 
no-  tlie  wlH»le 
re  iiidneed  t<> 
k  islands  wi'rr 
seals  wnnld 
the  Tribilof 


ird,  passing 
Is  its  course 
ilil  the  herd 
,1' belief;  bnt 

have  sailc<l 
I  (if  Janiuiry 
1  the  Califor 
Ik-v  be^iin  t») 
,itlr.ardthey 
March,  tin' 
herd  reenter^ 

is  iiupossiblt 
(>te  avcnrat'V. 

ately  corre.'i. 
e  now  beeoni. 

(lin.iitoji'erher 
,1V  until  soui 

a  little  tarli' 
i,,u   as  befoii . 
as  "tw(»-yca! 

o-oiii<i'  on   tli^ 

and  the  mah 
.  railed -'bacli 
^     TliO^'tW" 


i\ 


t 


year-olds"  a^ain  inij,aate  southward  over  the  same  comse  as  formerly. 
On  their  return  to  tlie  islands,  the  feiiiale  fjoes  aj>ain  to  the  breedin.!; 
rookeiies  and  there  brinys  Ibrtli  her  lirst  pup.  I''idiii  this  time  forward 
she  increases  the  seal  lierd  l»y  one  pup  annually  and  tli(!  male  of  the 
same  age  is  on  the  hauling'  grounds  and  is  now  considered  of  a  killablo 
age. 

The  fourth  and  tilth  migrations  are  ])ra<!tically  the  same  as  the  third. 
After  the  fittli  or  sixth  nn'gratiou  the  male  seal,  now 
called  a  bidl,  retiuns  t(,>  tlie  islands  about  the  lirst  of 
May  and  hauls  up  on  the  br«'ediiig  rookeries  i)rovi(h'd  he  is  able  to 
mainfain  himself  there,  which  takes  many  bbntdy  (roiitjicts.  There  he 
gathers  about  iiim  as  many  females  as  he  is  able.  I'rom  the  time  of 
his  landing  until  the  close  of  the  rutting  season  or  almiit  the  first  of 
August  he  remains  continuously  on  the  lirt'cding  grounds,  never  eating 
and  sleeping  very  little,  if  at  all.  About  August  lirst  he  again  takes 
to  the  water,  after  having  fctilized  all  the  cows  in  his  harem,  very  lean 
and  lank.  :-.nd  his  harem  becomes  disorganized,  the  pups  gathering  into 
pods,  the  females  going  and  c(»ining  .'rom  the  water,  and  the  bachelors 
mingling  with  the  rows  and  i)ups. 

The  barlielors  while  on  the  islands,  in  my  opini<»n,  feed  very  little, 
and  practicallv  it  is  oiilv  the  female  seals  which  Iced      „  i    <■      •     i 

111  i      1     '       ii        •    I      "i  rpi  II-  II  Oiilv  foninlPs  louvi) 

while  located  on  the  islands,     iliesjieedol  a  seal  when    iHiamis  to  tend, 
swimming  is  very  great,  covering,  1  should  sav,  from  10 

,-         •!  1    '  riM  1'  i'  1  -1  Snt'eilinswuiiiiiiii;'. 

to  lo  miles  an  hour,     lliereton;  a  lemale  can  easily  go 
to  the  feeding  grounds  and  return  to  the  islands  in  a  day;  and  that  so 
fai'  as  I  am  abh^  to  ascertain  the  foregoing  facts  are  practically  corrob- 
orated by  all  those  who  have  had  the  opportunity  to  study  or  observe 
seal  life  (III  the  IMibilof  Islands  and  in  lieiing  Sea. 

<  >ii  my  lirst  arrival  in  the  I'ribilof  Islands  in  I8(IS.  several  other  vessels, 
reitreseiitatives  of  ditferent  interests,  were  tlier  Ibr  thepuriioseof  killing 
seals;  and  the  natives  of  these  islands,  called  Aleuts,  were  nearly  all 
employed  by  one  or  other  of  the  vessels  in  die  business  of  killing  seals. 
1  noticed  that  the  natives  alwavs  rciiionst  ated  wlieu- 
evei'  any  female  was  killed  aiul  stated  tUut  that  was  uimn'/.Vw.K.ir^^^^  '" 
forhiddeii,  and  I  am  informed  that  it  alwi.ys  had  been 
tbrhidden  by  the  Ivussiaii  (roveriiment.  All  tll(^  seals  killed  by  me  or 
under  my  siqierintendence  cu  the  island  have  been  male  seals,  except 
in  the  case  of  accident.  My  kiiowlegeof  the  catch  of  1808  enables  me  to 
state  that  the  destruction  of  seals  from  all  sources  in 
that  year  was  aboat  240,000.  This  is  the  maximum 
tigiire.  I)esi)ite  the  lowering  of  the  stamhiid  weight  of  skins,  care  was 
taken  annually  on  8t.  (jleorge  that  the  residue  of  available  male  breed- 
ers was  su  flic  lent  for  the  needs  of  the  rookeiies.  and  instmetioiis  to 
tliatefl'ect  were  given  to  the  assistants  by  the  sMperintendent  of  tho 
Alaska  Commercial  ('ompany.  In  this  we  were  aide<l  by  tlie  inacces- 
mUIc  <'haracter  of  some  if  the  hauling  grounds. 

from  the  year  187 1  till  t88r»  we  were  abh-  to  get  from  8t,  (lefirgo  and 
M.  I'aiil  islands  100,000  n  lie  seals  within  the  period 
known  as  the  sealingseasou  if  six  weeks,  from  the  10th    |^;^""^'<i•l«■"i"l«^- 
ol  .lime  to  the  1st  of  Augu^^  and  still  leave  a  large 
pen-eiitage  of  marlattable  sea  '.     In  188,"),  and  in  every  year  there.ifter 
until  I  left  in  1887,  there  was  a  narked  decrease  in  the 
miiiiber  of  marketable  skins  that  conid  be  obtained  in        ''"■'!'->• 
each  year  during  the  sealingseasou.     We  \\<  re  aide,  down  to  the  last 
vear  fl887)  to  get  our  total  catch  of  lou.ooo  seals,  bat    in  order  l(.  get 
that  number  wc  had  to  take  what  in  previous  years  we  would  lia\e  ro' 
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Jj'ded,  iiiinu'ly,  iiiKlcisizrd  skins,  /.  r..  Hie  skins  of  yoiiiiff  seals.     Prior 

to  1SS7  we  liiid  eii(l(';i\<»re(l  to  tiike  m>  skins  \vei<;liiii}j 

i..rnmpii'tl"4il',.iii,'''''''  ''"•"^'^  ••'""  ''^  I»<»uii(ls,  hilt  in  Older  to  niiikc;  uji  our  (lUitta 

in  tiie  liist mentioned  year  we  Inid  fo  tak(^  skins  weiyh- 

inji'  as  little  as  (!i  ponnds  to  tlie  nninber  of  seveial  thousand. 

hi  the  years  l.SSo,  1,SS(»,  and  1S87,  my  attention  was  attra<!ted  not 
only  to  a  diiiiiniition  in  the  number  of  killahle  seals  appearinj^  on  the 
island  but  to  a  decrease  in  the  females  as  well.  lJi>  to 
the  year  ISSt,  the  breedinji"  space  in  the  ro^tkeries  had 
increased,  and  from  that  year  down  to  1887,  when  1  left  tlu^  island,  th(^ 
acrea;i'e  covered  by  the  idokeries  which  were  (X'cnpied 
KToTrisTpta-^Hf  "*''  '».V  ^<'i»l'<  constant iy  diminishe<l.  Xatiirally  the  cause 
of  this  diminution  was  a  nuitter  of  interest  and  iiupiiry. 
It  was  not  evident  that  it  was  from  causes  incident  to  the  takinjji' of 
seals  iii)oiitlie  island.  The  jiieatest  care  was  exercised  in  the  driving; 
under  precisely  similar  conditions  the  herd  had  in- 
creased 111  former  years;  the  number  of  skins  orif^i- 
nally  a|»poitioned  to  St.  (leorjic!  Island  were  reduced  at  an  early  date, 
and  only  increased  in  ])ro])ortion  to  the  rookeries'  expansion.  Is'o  dis- 
turbance of  the  rookeries  was  i>ernutted,  even  the])resenceof  do^s  and 
use  of  lirearms  beinj;'  i)roliibite(l  during  the  ])iesence()f  the  seals.  JJut 
facts  came  under  my  observation  that  soon  led  me  to  what  I  believe  to  be 
the  true  cause  of  destruction.  For  instauee,  during  the  period  of  my 
residence  on  8t.  George  Island,  down  to  the  year  IS8 1,  there  were  always 
a  number  of  dead  pups,  the  number  of  whi(di  I  can  not 
give  exactly,  as  it  varied  from  year  to  year,  and  was 
dei>eiideut  x\\Hm  accidents  or  the  destructiveness  of  storms.  Young 
seals  do  not  know  how  to  swim  from  birth,  nor  do  they  learn  how  for 
six  weeks  or  two  months  after  birth,  and  therefore  are  at  the  mercy  of 
the  waves  during  stormy  weather.  But  from  the  year  1884  down  to  the 
period  when  I  leit  St.  (leorge  Island,  there  was  a  marked  increase  in 
the  number  of  dead  piij)  seals,  amounting,  ]>erhai»s,  to  a  trebling  of  the 
numbers  observed  in  former  years,  so  that  I  would  estimate  the  uumber 
of  dead  pups  in  the  year  1887  at  about  five  or  seven  thousand  as  a 
maximum. 

I  also  iioticeil  dining  my  last  two  or  three  years,  among  the  nunrber 
of  dead  pups,  an  increase  of  at  least  70  per  cent  of  those  which  were 
t'lnaciated  and  poor,  and  in  my  judgment  tlujy  died  from  want  of  nour- 
isliment,  their  mothers  having  been  kiUed  wiiile  away  from  the  island 
feeding,  because,  it  is  a  fact  that  [»ups  drowmii  or  killed  by  accidents 
were  almost  invariably  fat.     Learning  further,  tlu'ongh  the  London 
sales,  of  the  increase  in  the  ])elagic  sealing,  it  became  my  tirm  convic- 
tion  that  tli(^  constant  increase  in  the  number  of  dead  |)U[)s  and  the 
decrease  in  tht^  number  of  marketable  seals  and  breeding  females  found 
on  the  islands  during  the  years  1885,  188(J,  and  1887  wei'e  caused  by 
the  destruction  of  female  seals  in  the oikmi  sea,  either  before  or  aftei 
giving  birth  to  the  pu])s.     The  mother  seals  go  to  \wi\ 
>.i^iul"]^,"LT,!''!'''   iiig  gi'oiinds  distant  from  the  islands,  and  lean  onh 
account  tor  tlu'  iiuiiiIhu'  of  starved  piijis  by  supposing 
that  tlieir  mothers  are  kille<l  witile  leeding. 
As  I  understand  the  fact  to  be,  most  of  the  seals  killed  in  the  opei) 
sea  are  females.     Mv  reason  tor  this  conclusion  are  (1 1 

ln"'l'eaarMVmmkv^^^^  fl>!>t    tl'"'"l    '".V  kllOWlcdgC  of  the    SCal,  I    kuOW  tluit  tllC 

female  wiien  heavy  with  young,  as  they  are  during  the 
early  part  of  the  season  when  on  their  way  to  the  rctokeries  where  tlie> 
are  delivered  diiring  the  months  of  June  and  -luly,  are  much  heavier  in 
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tlie  water  and  much  less  able  to  esciip(\  because  they  are  cai)abh^  of  re- 
iiiiiiniug  under  water  to  <'s<'ai)e  lor  a  very  niucli  less  jieriod  of  liirie  than 
wlieu  they  are  not  lieavy  with  y(»ung,  or  than  tlu>  male  seal  would  he; 
and  (!')  because  I  iiaxc  personally  inspected  skins  taken  u])<»u  the  three 
schooners  f>// '(•(//•(/.  r^nv(//;/r,  ami  7'AorH#f»?<,  which  skins 
taken  in  licnng  .Sea  were  landed  in  iMuilaska  and  were  cMt.h  cniic  o„,rnni, 
then  j)crsoiially  inspected  by  me  in  the  nmnth  of  May,   J,'';,'"''"'''  "'"'  '''"""■ 
ISST.    TIk^  total  nundter  of  skins  so  exandned  by  mo 
was  al)out  2.000,  and  of  that  numl)er  at  least  SO  percent  were  the  skins 
of  females.     I  have  also  examined  the  skins  taken  by  the  I'nited  States 
revenue  cutter  Hitsli  i'rom  om*.  of  the  North  I'acitic  Islands,  Avhere  they 
iiad  been  deposited  by  what  is  known  as  a  poaching  schooner  and  taken 
to  I'nalaska.  wliich  nuMd)ered  about  400  skins,  and  of  that  KiO  skins  at 
least  SO  per  cent  were  the  skins  of  lemale  seals.     1  have  also  examined 
tlie  skins  seized  from  the  JamcN  Hamilton  Lciris  in  th»^ 
yiNir  l.S!»l,  by  the  Russian  gunboat  Alriitr,  ninnberiiig    J,"^\:1'm!\11;u 
tl(l.  of  which  at  least  !H»  ]»cr  cent  were  the  skins  of  fe- 
male seals,  and  from  my  long  observation  of  seals  and  seal  skins,  1  am 
aide  to  tell  the  ditfer«'nce  between  the  skin  of  a  male  and  the  skin  of  a 
female  seal. 

I'rom  my  knowledge  of  the  aquatic  habits  of  the  seal  and  the  ditti- 
(  ulty  of  accurate  shooting  when  the  object  is  in  the  water,  1  am  of  the 
o])iiiion  that  a  large  nnndx'i'  of  seals  a«'e  also  killed  by  vess<>ls  engaged 
in  the  business  of  taking  seals  in  the  oiien  seas,  which    ,,.    ,     ,,., 

,  1  i.        I  \  I       J.     V  u-         .         .■    \\astoof  lifo. 

are  not  caught,  lam  unable  to  lorm  any  estimate  ot 
the  number  of  seals  shot  or  speared  from  vessels,  wliich  are  lost,  but  in 
I  he  last  two  or  three  years  of  my  residence  at  St.  (leorge  Island,  in 
taUiiig  ir),0()0  seals,  1  ibuiul,  apiu'oximately,  3  jmunds  of  lead,  in  the 
lurm  of  slugs,  bullets,  and  bucksiiot,  which  1  ])ers()nally  took  from  the 
bodies  of  male  seals,  some  of  wliich  wei<'  so  badly  woiinde<l  that  they 
wniild  liave  died;  and  I  have  [(ei'snnally  examined  the  log  of  the 
<cliooiier  .l»//r/  Dollie,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  hunters  from  that 
xcssel  got  about  one  seal  out  of  every  ten  seals  shot  at;  also  that  on 
one  occasion  they  tired  L'oO  rounds  and  got  20  seals;  on  another  occa- 
-ioii  100  caitridges  and  goc  0  seals-  and  which  log  also  stated  that  the 
(iptain  personally  shot  and  killed  7  seals  of  which  he  got  only  one. 

Deponent  further  says  that  he  thinks  that  the  decrease  in  the  muu- 
liii  oi  seals  found  in  tlie  rookeries  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
ib;i(i  pups  are  caused  directly  by  the  oi)en-sea  sealing  commoidy  called 


Itching  and  that  the  prohibition  of  such  poaching  is 
•cs^aiyto  the  i)reservation  of  the  herds,  and  that 


I'lotcotio'i    ueoeg- 


'ii\  what    he   has   himself  seen   he   thinks,    it   such 


IHKH 


liiiig  be  not  prohibited  the  herds  will  be  |uactically  exterminated 


V.  itliin  live  years.     One  cause  of  destruction  is  raiding, 
•h   has  been  done  upon  the  shores  of  tlie  island.- 


\\  IlK 


Kaidinij 


llii 


A  lialf  dozen  such  raids  are  known  to  me  personally;  but,  while  it  is 
r  iiossible  for  me  to  state  with  certainty  the  skins  actually  secured 
y  such  raids,  I  believe  that,  although  such  raiding  is  detriineiital,  its 
ijurioiis  etfect  as  compared  with  the  disastrous  results  of  pelagic  seal' 
'■'A  is  insignilicant. 

Thomas  ¥.  IMoud  vn. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before'  me  this  oth  day  of  Aprih  1S',)L'. 


s.] 


Sl.VIJ.LON  A.  Uk'own, 
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I>f2)osilion  oj'.ftilin   M.  Moilnii,  injnil  i>/'  /In  Irs^'-c.';  <tit<l  Trinsunj  tiijmt  on 

the  I'riliiln/'  IsIiiihI.s. 

IIAHITS. 


Kxpi'lil'IM 


Statr  of  Califoknta, 

Ciljl  find  ('oKiiIji  oj'  San  Frninlsro.  ss : 

John  M.  .Morton.  liii\iiifi  Ihcii  duly  swoiii.  deposes  iind  says:  \  am 
United  States  sliipi^in;;  eoniinissionei'  al  San  P'raneiseo.  Tlie  Alaska 
Cnniniereial  ('oni|)any  oltlained  the  h-iseoltlie  seal  ishindsin  I.s7(».     In 

the  iall  ottliat  year   I    went   tt»  Alaska  on  the  sieainer 

('(Hisl((iifiiic  i\iii\u  aji'ent  olsaid  eonipany,  arrivinji'at  Ht. 
Paul  Island  in  Oetolx-r,  where  I  reniaine(|  nntil  the  elose  of  tin- sealing' 
season  in  the  toUowin;;' year.  1  Uirinj;'  (he  snninier  (tf  ISTl',  I  \isitedall 
of  the  tradinj;'  i)osts  ol  the  company,  both  on  the  mainland  of  Alaska 
and  the  xai'ions  islands,  llms  spendin;;'  the  entire  summer  in  I'erin^Sea. 
This  trip  was  extended  !o  ("op|»er  and  r)erin,L;'  islands,  beloniiin,!;'  to  the 
Itussians,  and  of  which  niend>ers  (»f  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
had  control  at  that  time,  and  to  Petiiipanlo\  ski  in  !\amclratka.  In 
the  course  of  our  voyauc  in  1.S72.  we  lonclu'd  twice  at  the  seal  islands 
of  Alaska,  spendinj;'  there  allii,?,(  iher,  perhaps,  a  week  or  ten  days. 
Durinj; our  stay  at  St.  Paul  this  year,  I  visited  (in  .Inly)  nntst  of  th<' 
rookeries  and  haniinj.;'  "ii'oiinds  of  Ihe  fur  seals. 

The  snmnu'r  of  iST.'t  1  spent  on  St.  (ieor.nc  and  while  there  my 
business  called  me  fictpu-ntly  to  the  various  portions  of  the  island 
where  the  seals  were  accnstomed  to  con,urej;ate.  1  did  not  'fio  to 
Ahiska  in  IS74.  but  in  IST-")  ami  aiiain  in  iSTli  1  went  north,  spending 
both  si'asoiis  (Mi  St.  Paul  Island.  I  resip;ned  my  position  with  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Coin])any  in  the  tall  of  187(!,  but  in  tlie  sprinj;'  (»!' 
ISTT  1  was  appointed  to  tiie  jiosition  of  Treasury  a.^cnt  at  the  seal 
islands  (in  ciiai'.m'),  ami  enterecl  upon  the  dischai'.ye  of  my  ollici'il  du- 
ties in  Ma\  of  that  year,  Duriiiji'  my  residence  on  the  island,  which, 
so  far  as  the  sealin;^'  seasons  wcue  concerned,  practicall\'  covered  ;i 
])eri(»d  of  eij;ht  years  (from  1S70  to  187S  inclusive),  I  obtained  a  full 
knowledj4'e  of  the  sealin<;'  business  in  its  \arious  branches,  and  becaiue 
familiar  with  all  of  the  i;rounds  o* cnpied  by  the  fur  st'als, 

I  was  at  all  times  greatly  interested  in  ol)servinj>'  the  movements  and 
habits  of  these  aninnds  and  si'arr-ely  a  day  [)assed  thai  1  did  not  visir 
one  or  more  of  the  rookeries,  Dnrinu'  th(\  seasons  of  1877  and  bS7S, 
while  serving  in  the  capacity  of  s)»ecial  Treasury  agent.  1  (h'voted  my 
best  attention  and  study  to  this  subject.  It  may  be  said  in  the  start 
that    the  grounds  held  by  the  fur  seals  ai'c  km>\vn   at  the   islands  as 

"  rookeries"' and  "hauling  grounds."     On  the  former 

liodUcii.saiuiiiiiiii    ;)!•(.  found  (lie  bi'eeding  seals,  vi/,  the  fnll-growii  males 

tidiiof.  not  less  than   six   years  oi  age,  and   tennues  ot  thrco 

\  ears  old  and  upwards.  The  grounds  ('omi»risiug  the 
rookeri(>:'  ^lojje  upward  IVoni  the  sea  in  a  gi'adual  and  easy  manner,  and 
are  clmvacterizeil  by  hard  (by  surfaces  of  volcanic  cement  or  basaltic 
rock.  'I'hey  are  readdy  accessible  from  the  water  and  i)ossess  other 
favorable  conditions  lor  occupancy  by  the  seal  life. 
The  first  arrivalsof  seals  at  t iie  islands  usually  take  placee:u  ly  in  iMay. 

These  ;ire  (»f  the  class  of  large  bulls  which  occupy  ]n>si 

tions  ofi  the  r(M»keries.     The  females,  as  a  class,  begin 
to  appear  in  June,  and  by  the  unddle  of  July  the  whole  of  the  vast 
.....  herd  nniv  be  said  to  have  arrived  and  established  itself. 

ihe  iemales  soon  alter  tlieir  arri\al  give  birth  to  tin'iv 
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yonnft  and  are  liniKed,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  (»l)scr\'('  from  h»n;; 
iind  elosc  oliscrsation  of  I  he  rookeiiesdiu  in;;  llii'  lireed      , 

,  ,.  ■  <  "Wf.  iiin|piiiMiiM. 

in;;'  season,  to  a  siii;;li'  ••  laip. 

Tin' stalcMient  that   the  fur-seal  ina.\  l»ear  and  rear  its  you n.^  at  sea, 
as  well  as  on  land  is.  in  ni>-  opinion,  w  liolly  ;iiatuitous. 
I  am  nnable  to  conceive  of  any  yi'ouud  wliateNci'  upon    ^.j']' i.'-i'  I'iu'mi"!""*- 
which   to  base  such   an    assertion.       W'lieii    l»orii    the 
'•]ini»'"  is  an   exeeedin.uly   stni»id    animal,  with   an  al)normal  de\-elo]»- 
nu'Ul  of  head,  and   is  apparently  iin-apable  of  any  exertion.  i'\c<'pt   in 
the  way  of  cxei'cisiny  ils  lnn.ns.     At  1lii.->  tinn'  it  is  certainly  not  an  am 
]»hibious  animal,  tor  it  docs  not  atl«Mnpt   to  ai»proach  the  water  tor  a 
month  or  two  after  its  birth,  and  in  ils  first   miiat(U'ial  ellbrts  uot  only 
dues  it  seem  to  reipiire  iuslruetiou  Irom  the  oldn-  seals,  but  (^oiisidci'ii- 
ble   piaeliec  is  also   necessary  in   I  lie  shallow  waters 
alon;;'  the  beaches  belbre  it  <lares  to  xcntiiic  awayfrcun    ^Ji',',',''"    '''^•""i"-    '<> 
the  shore  and   amonu'   the  turludeni    \\a\esof  Ueriny 
Sea.     In  my  opinion,  the  seal  "pup"  w  hen  its  liist  introduction  to  the 
world  fakes  place  at  sea  must  inevitably  perish.     Asamiinjn' that  it  miyht 
lloat  on  the  surface  of  the  wafer  for  a   while,  wiiat   is  to  become  ot  if 
during'  the  lonn  \oya;4'cs  the  molher  must  now  make  in  seai'ch  of  uoiir- 
islimcnf  lb)   it  and  herself?     The  supposition   that  it  would   be  aide  to 
accompany  her  (Ui  sn(di  journeys  is  iMpially  as  al)surd  as  the  idea  of  i|s 
bein^'  left  iini»rotectcd  on  the  surface  of  a  stormy  sea   while  awaiting* 
her  ifturn. 

I  desire  also  to  express  ni.\  belief  cimcernin.u  the  seal  life  that  the  act 
of  co])idation  can  not  be  successliilly  pei'ibrined  in  the 
water.  Those  who  have  witnessed  "its  ad'omidishmcnt  „'!"'"!'■"'"". ,7  "'« 
on  liie  rookeries  must  coincide  with  such  opinion.  A 
iiriii  Ibniidatioii  tor  the  siipi)iirt  (d'  the  animals,  which  the  ^'round  siip- 
plie>.  and  the  water  does  not,  is  indispensable  to  oppose  the  pushing;" 
motion  and  Ibreefnl  aetion  of  the  post<'iior  parts  <d"  the  male  wliicdi  h(^ 
cxeits  diiriii,u' coition.  The  closest  ob.servatioii  which  1  Innc  been  ablo 
to  ^i\('  to  the  inovements  and  habits  <d'  the  seals  in  the  water  has  fur- 
nished no  evidence  to  contro\'ert  the  alxtx'c  opinion. 

The  rutting"  season  anioii"^'  the  seals  contiimes  throuinh  the  months  of 
.lime  and  July  and  into  the  early  part  of  .Viin'iist,  and 
upon  its  subsidence  the  rookery  bulls,  after  their  loiijn'     '  "  '""'•'■"""• 
i.istiini' of  two  or  three  niuiitlis,  after   many  saniiuinary  batth's,  worn, 
srar\('d.  and  eiuai-iated.  return  to  the  water.     Voun!:;cr  males  now  make 
their  appearance  on  the  rookeries,  comiiij;'  and  ^'oiii};'  at  will;  and  now 


lioiisands 


iiid  tens  (d'  Ihousands  of  "jnip- 


odded  "  together  near 


tiic  beaches  or  plun^^iii:;  ami  rolling  in  the  surf,  ma.N'  Ix'scen.  I'.y  the 
middle  of  September  the  systennitii-  organization  of  the  rookeries  is 
eiitiridy  broken  up,  and  the  major  part  of  the  seals  have  lelt  the  land. 
Tiie  seal  life  seems  riductant  to  depart  from  the  i.^lands, 
and  does  not  entirely  disappear  before  December  or  '-'■'"'" 
•lainiary;  while  indeed,  if  the  winter  be  an  ojien  and  mild  one,  some 
oi  I  he  old  males  will  not  dei)art  at  all.  'I'he  seals  are  undoubtedly 
diiven  from  the  islands  by  the  severe  winter  (dimate  of  l>erin,t>-  Sea 
and  the  necessity  of  .scidving  Ibod.  Were  it  not  for  these  facts.  I  shmild 
he  unable  to  conceive  of  anv  reason  tbr  their  miiiration. 


and 


III 


The  rookeries  are  cov«'red  by  tin'  breeding;-  seals  in  a  very  comi)act 

regular  manner.     There   is  no  evidence  of  crowd- 
;;'  or  i)uii(diin^'  in  one  ]dace,  or  scatterin;^'  in  another, 
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iuid  apiiaiciitly  no  spaces  within   their  limits,  siiilalde 

lor  occupancy,  which  are  ncjt  coveri-d.     it  is  evident  from  this  system- 
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ntic  anaiiffoniont,  ami  distribution  that  any  expansion  or  contraction 
wliirli  may  tnkc  phu-e  of  the  rookery  bonudaries  must  show  a  cor- 
jrsixmdinjj  inrrease  or  dimintition  of  their  popuhition;  and  further, 
that  as  the.  rookeries  enhirge  or  diminish  so  in  a  like  ratio  will  the 
fi;eneral  body  of  tin'  seal  life  be  atteete<l.  By  careful  and  intelligent 
study,  then,  of  the  bre«'ding  gromnls,  any  material  <'hanges  whicdi  may 
take  jdace  from  year  to  year  in  tlie  numerical  condition  of  the  seal  life 
on  the  two  islands  may  be  <letermined.  1  nnjy  state  that  the  sum  of 
my  observations  in  the  above  relation  on  the  Pribilott"  Islands  at  the 
close  of  the  season  of  1H7.S  clearly  imlicated  that  since 

isToanTiMTK."^"^'""    ^^^^^  *'"'  I'fx'kt^i'*''^  •'*«<!  increased   in   an  aopieciable 
manner,  and  I  may  add  that  such  was  the  «)pinion  of 
everybody  on  the  islands  who  had  givch  the  subject  any  careful  study. 
During  the  years  1  have  mentioned,  to  wit,  from  1870  to  l.STS,  inclusive, 
the  stock  of  killable  seals  was  always  more  than  suflicieiit  to  meet  the 
annual  deman«ls  made  upon  it  by  tlic  lessees  and  still  leave  in  reserve 
a  proper  supply  of  males  for  future  use  on  tlie  rookeries. 
The  slaughter  of  animals  for  their  skins  was  always  conducted  care- 
^  fidly  and  syst«'matically,  and  in  acconhun'c  with  wise 

"'''■  regulations  looking  to  tlie  projjcr  jirol e*'t ion  aiul  con- 

servation of  the  seal  life.  The  killing  of  femah's  was  i)roiiibited,  and, 
fortunately,  a  strict  adherence  to  the  law  in  this  respect  was  entirely 
practicable  by  reason  of  the  fa<^t  that  the  ''bachelors"  or  killable  seals 
occupy  positions  on  the  islands  separate  and  apart  from  the  l>reeding 
animals,  so  that  the  latter  were  never  disturbed  in  llu'  drove."  There 
.  .  were  often  driven  to  the  killing  gr<mnds  at  the  same 

"^'"'^'  cinu^  as  many  as  two  or  three  thousand  seals,  from 

which  wore  selected  without  ditliculty  such  animals  as  were  suitable 
for  slaughter,  while  all  others  were  allowed  to  return  to 
the  water.    Females  might  occasionally  appear  in  the 
drove,  but  their  presence  was  generally  known  and 
none  were  killed  excei)t  bj'  accident,  which  occurred  very  rarely. 
In  the  nuitter  of  driving,  grciit  care  was  exercised  to  prevent  over- 
heating and  exhaustion  on  the  road,  and  the  loss  of 
»cSs  iroiu  .'irivins*''"  iniimals  in  this  respect  was  very  slight.     I  may  state 
here  that  1  have  never  seen  any  evidence  that  the  seals 
derived  any  material  injury  from  their  overland  trip  to  the   killing 
grounds.    It  has,  I  believe,  been  claime«l  by  scune  one  writing  on  the 
subject,  that  the  large  seals  which  have  been  thus  driven,  and  subse- 
quently in  the  culling-out  process  dismissed  from  the  herd  and  per- 
mitted to  return  to  the  water,  sull'er  a  loss  of  virility  or  the  power  of 
procreation  by  their  journey.     Such  statement  seems  to  me  to  be  i)uerile 
and  altogether  unw»u'thy  of  serious  consideration.    As  1  have  said,  the 
driving  was  done  carefully  aiul  without  undue  haste,  and  while   an 
animal  might  occasionally  succumb  to  the  heat  of  an  unusually  warm 
day,  as  a  rule  the  |)hysical  exertion  called  for  on  rhe  i)art  of  the  seals 
on  these  enforced  journeys  was  not  greater  than  they  customarily  put 
forth  in  their  voluntary  rand)lings  over  the  dunes  and  rocks  of  the 
islands.     lndee<l.  the  mortality  among  the  seal  life  from  whatsoever 
cause,  outside  of  that  incident  to  the  killing  of  the  animals  for  their 
skins,  was  always  surjnisingly  snndl,  and  could  not  have  alfected  the 
rookeries  in  any  appreciable  manner. 
The  seals  ai'e  never  visited  by  jthysical  disorders  of  any  kind,  so  far 
as  I  ('((uld  ascertain,  and   1  have  never  seen  on  their 
^^^  iiiitoiuieii  uinoiig  bodies  any  blemishes,  humcus  ov  eruptions  which  might 
be  attributed  to  disease. 
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I  am  informed  that  of  late  years  thousands  of  yiuin{>:  i)ups  have  died 
on  the  islands  while  the  season  was  in  proy:ress.  Cer- 
taiidy  such  eondition  did  not  exist  durinjj  my  residence  "'  ''"'"' 
on  tiie  I'ribilof  jjroup.  Tiie  "pups''  wer<',  sometimes  trampled  upon 
by  the  larger  animals,  and  dead  ones  mi«j;ht  be  seen  here  and  there  on 
the  rookeries  but  the  loss  in  this  particular  was  never  large  enough 
or  important  enough  to  excite  any  special  comment. 

I  have  already  stated  that  my  personal  observation  juul  investiga- 
tion of  the  conditions  at  the  islands  from  1870  to   1878,  inclusive, 
showed  that  during  those  years  a  steady  expansion  of 
the  breeding  rookeries  took  piact'.    1  am  also  informed  er^B'froln'i'i'Toto'iKKx 
and  believe  that  such  «'xi)ansion  c<uitinued  up  to  the 
year  1882  or  1883.    During  this  period  of  general  increase  it  is  notable 
rliiit  the  destrmrtion  of  animals  from  pelagic  sealing  was  comparatively 
unimiH)rtant.     But  a  few  vessels  uj)  to  this  time  had 
iiiiuh^  predatory    ex<'ursions  in    liering  Sea,  and  the  „,,'.|j^f,'g "'"'''"' '"'"«•"' 
nuiul)er  of  seals  obtained  by  them  is  Jiuown  to  have 
l)een  small.     Since  1883,  however,  there  is  sai<l  to  have  occurred  a  very 
miiterial  diminution  of  the  seal  life  on  the   Pribilof 
Islands,  due,  as  it  is  -laimed,  to  a  large  and  indiscrimi- 
nate slaughter  of  these  animals  in  the  v/ateis  of  Bering  Sea  and  the 
I'acilic;  Ocean.     The  «'ause  assigned  for  this  loss  is  un- 
doubtedly the  true  one.     If  no  olher  ]>rool'  were  forth-  ,.J^''^''  Heaiingtho 
coming  in  relation  to  it  the  large  dis]>lay  of  dead  pups 
oil  tlie  rookeries  w(aild  in  itself  furnish  all  the  evidence  r«Mpiired.    Such 
(liminution  could  not,  in  my     pinion,  lu^  the  result  of  tlu^  ordinary 
yearly  slaughter  for  skins.    It  is  shown  that  an  apiu'ecial>le  exi)ansion 
(if  the  rookeries  took   phn'c  after  tw«'lve  or  fourteen  years   of  such 
slaughter,  and  1  think  this  fact  conclusively  tlemonstrates  that  the 
number  of  seals  which  the  law  permitted  to  be  killed  each  year  was 
not  greater  than  the  known  conditions  of  th<5  seal's  life  would  safely 
warrant. 

The  business  of  pelagic  sealing,  if  i>ermitted  to  be  <'arried  on  in  the 
northern  wat<'rs,  must  soon  result  in  the  extermination 
of  the  seal  life  and  the  destruction  of  a  great  and  val- 
uable industry.  It  must  produ<'e  untold  poverty  and 
•listless  among  the  native  peoi)le  of  the  seal  islands, 
and  in  various  adverse  ways  arfect  the  material  inter- 
ests of  other  Alaska  settlements  and  communifies. 

1  believe  the  American  Government  to  bejustitied  in  assuming  and 
maintaining  the  absolute  proitrietorshii)  of  the  Anieri- 

1  rin  T  ii        1      •      ii       1  1  i- ..1  Ani«Tii;mi  uwuor- 

can  seals.    Ihey  may,  I  think,  in  the  broad  sense  ot  the  shipoiHeuU. 

wdid,  be  regarded  as  domestic  animals.    They  certainly 

jHtssess  qualities  of  a  domestic  nature  which  are  susceptible  of  a  high 

dcurec^  of  develoinnent.     During  the  lirst  two  or  three 

mttiitlis  of  their  lives  they  are  as  gentle  and  docile  as 

most  domestic  animals.     They  may  be  handled  and 

pi'ited.  will  accept  food  at  one's  hands,  can  be  taught  to  follow  one  from 

place  to  place,  and  in  various  ways  are  amenable  to  intelligent  guidance 

i'lid  training.     Kven  at  mature  age  they  are  subject  to  as  much  <'on- 

trol  as  are  sheep  or  cattle.    They  may  be  driven  here  and  there  at  will; 

ma\  be  separated  and  driven  togetlier  again;  divided  into  groups  or 

••  pods,''  great  or  small,  or  be  herded  by  thousaiMls  with  less  elVort  and 

tioiihle  than  bands  of  catlh',  are  herded  «)n  the  ]>lains.     They  arc*  far 

liom  possessing  that  ex<'essive  timidity  whi(!h  has  been  i>opularly  at- 

liibuted  to  them.    TLey  soon  grow  accustomed  to  the  sight  of  man, 
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and  in  tlic  iibsonc**  of  ofleiisive  di'monslrntfon  on  his  part  (|ui<'lily 
learn  to  iryanl  liis  proximity  witli  iiulin'm'Pcc.  At  no  time  win  tliey 
be  called  ag;,^r<'ssive  animals,  but  it  suddenly  attacked  an<l  their  es»*ape 

shut  olf,  tliey  will  snap  and  bite  viciously.  The 
.ouraitoo  u  h.  jookery  bidl  will  defend  his  harem  valiently,  and 
nothinj;  less  than  superior  i)liysieal  force  on  the  jiart  of  his  adver- 
sary can  disjMtssess  him.  To  test  his  <'oura};e  in  this  respect  I  hav«' 
occasionally  atta<'ke«l  him  with  clnl>s  and  stones,  and,  thou;;h  liis 
fandly  were  driven  otf  or  deserted  him,  he  still  held  hisjrround  ami  sm*- 
cessfuUy  resistt'd  my  utmost  efforts  to  expel  him  from  the  rookery. 
Upon  their  return  to  the  islands  in  th«'  spring  the  seals  <ip'/roach  the 

land  conlidentlv  and  their  occupancy  of  the  rookeries 
^^iJuii.  return  to  name  j^  j.,.„„i.,v  and  Systematic.    Thaf  the  male  seal  returns 

year  by  year  to  the  same  familiar  spot  or  {ground  on 
the  rookeries,  when  it  is  possible  for  him  to  «lo  so,  appears  to  Ix*  i)rob- 
able.  1  have  s<'en  this  fa<'t  demonstrated  in  certain  instances  without 
any  i)ossibility  of  error;  and  when  this  is  considen-d,  and  his  well- 
known  systematic  and  nn-thodic  habits  aie  taken  int<>  consideration, 
the  theory  that  such  is  the  prevailins"  juactice,  at  least  among  the 
rookery  bulls,  seems  a  most  natural  and  plausible  one. 
It  is  now  well  estal)lislied  tliuU  outside  of  tin'  l*ribih>f  };roup,  there 

are  no  other  islands  oi-  }>rounds  in  northwest  Amt'rica 
on^i"i"mhii"'is"''  "'"''^    where  tin*  seals  liaul  up  for  brccdinj;'  purposes.     These 

islands  are  their  natural  and  permanent  home,  without 
which  they  could  not  exist.  Tiiey  leave  it  only  wlien  necessity  «lemands 
ami  return  to  it  as  soon  as  the  clinnitic  conditions  juake  it  ]>ossib1e  for 
them  to  do  so.  Here  they  lind  that  protection  and  sui>ervision  indis- 
pensable to  the  repro«lnction  of  their  kind  and  the  multiplication  of 
their  numbers. 
Duriny  my  residen<'e  on  the  islan<ls  the  native  inhabitants  were  pros- 
perous and  contented.  Tin;  i>rofits  resnltiufi'  from  the 
ti^T""""  "'   ""    hibor(»f  killin;,' the  seals  and  saltMij;-  and  shipping  the 

skins  were  not  «udy  amide  to  sni»i)iy  them  with  the 
nee<ls  of  life,  but  with  many  of  its  luxuries.  Those  who  were  careful 
and  provident  in  the  mattei'  of  tlieir  earnings  were  enabled  to  and  did 
deposit  some  portion  each  year  of  the  same  \n  ith  the  Alaska  Connnercial 
Company  or  in  the  baidcs  of  San  Francisco. 

The  company  furnished  to  each  native  family,  without  charge,  a  com- 
fortabh'  frame  dwelling,  employed  a  physician  on  4'ach  island,  and  suit- 
plied  mediciiu's  and  medical  atti'udance  gratnittaisly.  It  nuiy  be  said, 
perhaps,  that  it  was  plainly  in  the  interest  of  the  comi>any  to  faithfully 
carry  out  all  of  its  obligations  designated  or  implied  by  the  terms  of  its 
lease.  Such  was  nndimbtedly  the  fact,  but,  in  Justice  to  the  lessees, 
it  slnadd  be  stated  that  they  always  interi)reted  their  contracts  in  a 
most  liberal  spirit,  and  in  many  ways  exceeded  their  obligations  as  far 
as  their  treatment  of  the  native  iieonle  was  concerned. 


.).  iM.  Morton. 


l.s«>2. 


Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  me  this  llth  day  of  May,  A.  I) 
[l.  s.]  Clemknt  lii;Nxi;TT, 

y,otniy  Vuhliv, 
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Deposition  of  Jnvoh  If.  MouUou,  nsMisliiiil  Tnitsiiry  oyvtiton  the  Pribilo/ 


MANA<!KMHNT,  II A  HITS,  AND    PKI.AOIO   SEALING. 

DlSTRH'T  OF  Con  MBIA, 

Ciiff  of  WaxhiiHjtou,  ss: 
,1'M'nU  II.  Muulton,  of  ]{«)\v«loinliiiin,  M«'.,  hciii;!  duly  sworn,  dopoacs 
ami  says:  I  am  "»(»  yt-ars  of  a;;*',  ami  my  (uTiipatioii  is 
farmiii;!.    Fr<»m    IS77   to    l.HSr>    1    was  lirst  assistant     KxiMrionc«. 
Treasury  ajiiMit  on  the  soal  islands.     I  aiiiv«'<l  on  St. 
(l('or«o  Island   May  21,  1H77,  and  h-ft  tlu'  islands  in  tin*  fall  of  1SH4.     I 
spent  f<-nr  summers  on  St.  (iein'p'  Islami,  and  one  wintei',  from  1877 
lo  IHSI,  and  four  summers  and  tour  winters  on  St.  I'anl  Island,  from 
ISSI  to  ISH  t.     Kacli  seastMi  I  made  careful  examination  of  the  rookeries 
ou  the  island  where  I  then  was  located,  in  connecti«Hi  with  my  ollicial 
duties,  and  I  also  made  some  study  of  tin*  life  and  hal»i*^s  of  the  seal. 
While  I  was  on  St.Georuc  Island  there  was  a  pen-epti       , 
hie  nicrease  in  tlu'  numi)er  ot  seals,  there  I teiiifj^  more  o.iiitir  ininmi  from 
in  ISSl  than  at  anytime  pnnious  while  1  was  then*.   "*'"'»  ""^i 
While  on  St.  I'aul  Island  I  do  not  lididv  the  numl)er  ol"  seals  increased, 
and  in  the  last  vear  (ISSl)  1  think  there  was  a  slight     ,,  ^.  „    , 

decrease.     During'  these  years  there  was  always  a  sut-   isiami  in  is,s4.   sum- 
liciency  of  nuile  seals  for  hreedinji'  purposes,  and  in   •i<"'>"i '"iMh. 
every  year  I  saw  ^jreat  numhers  of  idle,  vijforoiis  bulls  about  and  back 
of  the  breedin{;"  f«rounds,  which  were  unabh^  to  obtain  females. 

I  lielieve  that  it  is  utteily  impossible  to  even  approxinmtely  estinnite 
the  number  of  .seals  whi<'h  resort  to  these  islands.     I      ,         ., ,    . 

,  .  A.t         A.     -i.     ■         •  -1     I         i.  J.1  1  1  llllIHWSllllO     til     I'Rti- 

do  not  mean  that  it  is  itup(»ssible  to  measure  the  breed-  umu-  niimiifr <•)'  s.mIs 
iiifi' rookeries,  for  that  can  be  done  by  the  use  of  siir-  ''•'""•'"«  <"'i'i'""i« 
veyors'instrunu'uts  with  practical  atu-uracy,  but  after  the  measurements 
are  made,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  number  of  .seals  contained  in 
llu'se  areas,  the  firound  bein<;'  covered  with  broken  ro<ks  of  all  sizes, 
some  weij^liinji"  over  a  ton,  between  which  the  seals  lie,  so  that  v.hero 
tiie  lars«'  rocks  an*  not  so  thick  then*  will  be  a  jiieater  number  of  sealsj 
thus  all  over  the  rook«"ries  the  density  of  seal  life  varies,  and  besides 
this  the  s<'als  are  eonstantlj'  in  motion,  the  femal-is  comin;:^'  from  and 
ffoiiiy  to  the  water.  I  do  not  believe  any  estimate  of  the  number  of 
seals  on  the  islands  heretotbre  made  <'an  be  relied  upon  at  all,  as  there 
may  in  reality  be  twice  as  many  seals  as  estimated,  or  half  as  many. 
Ibit   it  is  possiJyle  to  determine  bv  <*lose  observation      „     ., , 

,.  •  1      i>  xi  r  •  •  1'ii.<hiIi1p    t<i    lifter- 

hi>m  year  to  y<'ar  whethiM- the  seals  an*  increasiii};- or  mino  hu  innvaso  or 
<lt'creasin<;-,  because  the  seals  crowd  together  in  the  ''■<"^<'-'"'- 
sain.e  manner,  whether  there  ire  a  few  or  a  ^reat  numi)er,  and  as  they 
increase  the  rookeries  necessarily  extend. 

Wiiileon  St.  (leorjye  Island  there  were  i)ractically  no  dead  i)ups  on 
tlie  rookeries.  I  do  not  think  I  saw  durinj*'  anyone 
season  more  than  ad«)zen.  On  St.  Paul  Island  I  never  '"  ''"''*' 
s;i\v  any  dead  i)ups  to  amount  to  anythinj^'  until  ISSl,  and  then  the 
number  was  quite  noticeable.  Tlu'se  latter  pups  1  examined,  and  they 
seemed  to  be  very  much  emaciated.  In  my  opinion  they  died  of  starva- 
tion, cause«l  by  the  mothers  liavinj;-  been  sh<»t  Mhi?e  absent  from  the 
islands  fe(Mlinj»'.  Another  cause  ol"  their  starvinji'  is 
because  a  cow  refuses  to  j^ive  siu-k  to  any  pup  but  her 
n\\  II.  and  she  recognizes  her  ott'spriii};  by  its  cry,  dis- 
tinguishing its  voice  from  that  of  hundreils  of  others  which  are  con 
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Httiiitly  bloatin;;.  The  imp,  Iiowiimm,  noomn  to  make  no  diHtlnction 
liHwoon  tin-  i;o\v8,  iMidcavoriiii;  to  iinrsr  (Voni  any  wliirh  coiiu^  lU'iir  it. 
Tlion,  tuo,  a  pup  is  not  wcancii  till  it  is  tout-  or  nioru  uiontlis  old, 
dcpi'inlin^  entirely  on  its  mother  for  sustenanee.  For 
1  ?'I",'.,l'."Vi"  ''"''  "  tlie  tirst  six  or  eii>lit  weeks  of  its  life  a  pup  is  u  land 

laiHi  iiiiiiimi.  •         1     1         •  %      •       \      A  f  fill  • 

animal,  having'  a  coarse,  nan,  but  no  (ur.  I  his  coarsn 
hair  is  sliud  before  the  fur  a|>pears.  A]tup  is  also  unable  to  swim,  and 
1  have  seen  pups  thrown  in  the  water  when  their  heads  would  iinme- 
Uiattdy  go  under  and  they  would   inevitably  drown  if  not  rescued. 

There  is  no  d(mbt  that  a  seal  born  in  the  water  would 
^iviuKi" birth iinpuH   at  ouce  jierisli.     Another  point  that  shows  a  pup  is  a 

land  animal  diirin^^  the  tIrst  weeks  of  its  existeni'e  is 

that  it  uses  its  hind  tiippers  as  feet,  running  on  them  in  much  the  same 

manner  as  other  land  animals,  wliih^  a  seal  that  has  learned  to  swim 

dra^s  his  hind  tlipi)ers,  usin^  Ids  front  tlipp<a-s  to  pull  himself  along. 

While  on  the  islands  I  observed  with  gn'at  care  the  manner  of  driving 

and  handling  the  young  male  seals  allowed  by  law  to 
r  T  ne  tm  mg.  y^^^  i^jjied  for  their  skins,  and  I  am  ctnivinced  the  meth- 
ods now  in  use  on  the  islands  <;an  not  be  improved  upon,  and  especially 
because  all  the  driving  is  done  by  the  natives,  who  from  generation  to 
generation  have  made  this  their  only  business,  being  trained  up  to  it 
from  boyhood.  Kvcry  ju'eeautioii  is  taken  in  (Iriving  not  to  overheat  or 
weary  the  seals,  frequent  rests  being  had,  and  a  "drive"  never  being 
undertaken  when  the  sun  was  shining;  if  the  sun  came  out  unexpect- 
edly during  a  "drive,"  the  animals  were  at  on<'e  allowed  to  return  to  the 

water.  No  female  is  ever  killed,  and  it  is  very  seldom 
kmwi""'*    °  "  ^  *  "^  a  female  is  driven.    Very  few  seals  die  during  a  "  drive," 

amounting  to  a  very  small  fraction  of  1  i)er  cent  of 
those  driven,  and  in  nine  cases  out  often  of  those  accidentally  killed  in 
this  way  the  skins  are  saved.  1  never  saw  or  heard  of  a  seal  being  in- 
jured seriously  by  driving  or  rediiving.  I  have  seen  the  hind  tiippers  in 
a  few  instances  a  little  s(ne,  but  never  in  all  my  experience  have  1  seen 
an  old  sore  on  a  seal.  I  am  i>ositiv»'  the  reproductive  organs  of  every 
one  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  seals  1  have  seen  driven  were  un- 
injured by  their  moveiiH'iits  on  land,  and  I  am  further  convinced  this 
must  be  so  from  the  fact  that  a  seal  when  moving  on  land  raises  himself 
slightly  on  the  hind  tiippers,  so  that  his  reproductive  organs  are  clear 
.  of  the  ground.     I^ven  if  a  seal  was  driven  twelve  suc- 

^  ^'"^"  <'.essive  days  for  the  average  distance  between  a  l.auling 

ground  and  a  killing  ground,  1  do  not  believe  its  virility  woalu  be  at  all 
impaired. 

While  I  was  on  the  islands  I  am  convinced  that  the  propaj^ation  of 
seal  life  was  never  atfectcd  in  the  slightest  degree  by  rediiving  or 
overdriving.    The  killing  gmuiids  were  near  the  water,  so  tiuit  the 

seals  hT  go  from  the  killing  could  easily  return  'o  that 
grounds""  "^  ''"""*'  element,  and  these  killing  grounds  were  established  as 

near  tlu?  hauling  groiunls  as  it  was  ]>ossible  to  do, 
without  having  the  inhtv  from  the  carcasses  disturb  the  breeding  seals. 
Teams  and  boats  were  also  used  to  transport  the  skins  to  the  salt 
houses,  so  that  the  killing  grounds  could  be  locatc^d  much  nearer  the 
hauling  grounds  than  before  this  means  of  transjuutation  was  provided. 

There  weri;  only,  as  1  r«'collect,  four  raids  on  the  islands 

Avhile  I  was  there;  but  little  or  no  damage  was  done, 
and  seal  life  w^as  not  jperceptibly  atfected  by  such  nuiurauding.  I 
believe,  to  avoid  certain  extermination  of  the  Pribilof  seal  herd  in  the 


Raids. 
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near  future,  that  they  must  lie  protected  in  Mering  S«'i«  and  In  the  North 
TacKh'  Ocenn.  Tehigic  sraling  must  beabsohilely  pro- 
hibited, beciins.'  the  majority  of  seals  killed  in  this  way  J';."''"'"""  """* 
are  pregnant  or  milking  feniahs,  anil  this  is  certain  to 
cause  extiiu'tion  of  the  spi'cies  vi'iy  soon,  if  continned.  If  pchigiii  scal- 
ing is  sto]»pc(l,  and  the  present  regnliitions  eniorccd  on  the  ishiiids,  the 
seal  herd  will  slowly  but  surely  in<*rease  iigain,  as  they  did  Itdore 
pelagic  sealing  had  grown  to  such  proporti<ms  as  to  allect  seal  life. 

.1.   II.    MOILTON. 

Subscribed  and  Mvorn  to  bcibrc  me,  a  notary  ]>ub1ic  in  and  for  the 
District  (»f  Columbia,  U.  tt.  A.,  this  lUth  day  (»f  April,  \H\V2. 

|L.  S.]  fcjEVKl.I.OJS   A.  UuoWN. 


Decrenao  since  1884. 


Deposition  of  Joseph  Murray,  Treasvry  af/rnt  on  the  Vribilof  IsUinds.   • 

DECREASE  OK  HERD. 

.Joseph  Murray,  being  dniy  sworn,  dejM)8es  and  says:  I  reside  at  Foit 
Collins,  tyolo.;  1  am  40  years  of  sige,  and  I  am  the  tirst  ^.x^rXtin 
;issistinit  sjieciid  iigent  at  the  seal  islands  in  Bering  »i«^''ence. 
Kca.  That  in  pursuance  of  Department  instructions  to  mo,  dated  April 
I'O.  ISSO,  1  pro<HM'«led  to  the  seal  islands  and  landed  on  St.  George 
Jslaml  JMay  ;U,  1«<S!).  That  I  had  charge  of  that  island  until  .Inly  J, 
ISDO,  and  I  was  ])resent  during  the  whole  of  two  sealing  seasons  on  the 
island  of  St.  George. 

Tliat  my  attintion  was  <ralled  to  the  decrease  of  seals  and  the  deplo 
tion  of  the  rookeries  at  an  early  <late  after  my  arrival, 
and  that  I  attempted  to  study  the  habits  and  conditions 
and  to  note  the  numbers  of  seal  on  the  several  rookeries  and  hauling 
grounds,  and  that  the  natives  and  employes  of  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  were  ui  animons  in  their  opinions  that  the  seal  had  been  de- 
iicasing  steadily  nd  rajudly  since  1884,  and  I  reported  the  fact  to 
Agent  Gofl",  who  had  fonnd  similar  conditions  existing 
:.n  St.  Paul,  and  he  so  reported  to  the  Department  and  tioll'of  uLVL-quo"* 
Knggcsted  that  not  more  than  00,000  seals  should  be 
taken  in  any  one  season  in  fnturc. 

In  i)ursuance  of  instructions  from  Agent  Gofl'  1  left  St.  George  Island 
(.11  the  10th  of  .luly,  1890,  and  landed  on  St.  Paid  Ishmd  on  the  'JOth  of 
tlie  same  month,  and  remained  there  nntil  August,  1801.    During  the 
month  of   July,  1800,  1    walked    over   the   rookeries 
and   hauling  grounds  of  St.  Panl  Island  and  Agent     uiininihhea  nrea  of 

. '     !»•         •    A     1  i    J.  XI        1-  J.  \  •    \     •      !•  rookrrieit  Oil  St.  I'ttiil 

(Kill  i»omtcd  out  to  me  the  lines  to  which  in  lornier  iBiami. 

\cais  the  seals  hauled  and  the  large  areas  which  they 

covered;  and  then  he  called  my  attention  to  tin*,  small  strip  covered  by 

seals  on  that  date,  which  was  smaller  than  the  year  imivious. 

Agent  tiotfstt)pi)ed  the  killing  of  seals  by  the  lessees  on  and  after 
tlu'  liOtli  of  .luly,  1800,  because  of  the  depleted  condi- 
tion of  the  hauling  grounds;  and  I  fully  concurred  in  „t,f''',!"^  by  lessee* 
Ills  Older  and  action.  I  spent  the  sealing  season  of  ""'''"'■ 
J  SOI  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  pursuant  to  instructions  of  Agent  Williams, 
J  gave  my  time  and  8T)eeial  attention  to  the  study  of  the  condition  of 
it  lie  rookeries,  both  tue  breeding  and  grounds.  I  visited  the  rookeries 
daily  fiom  the  7th  to  the  22d  of  July — diuiug  the  period  when  the  rook- 
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eii4>s  lire  ftillosf  and  at  tlicir  1»(>st — mid  I  I'iin'fiilly  iioNmI  thnir  condition 
and  tlio  nnnilicr  otHcals;  tlic  number  of  cows  to  tli<>  family,  ami  the 
nuni Iter  of  idle,  viptrous  hulls  U|)i>n  eacli  rookery. 

l''i-om  the  experience  ;;aiued  and  ohservations  made  during'  three 

killing  seasons,  fnun  the  iufornnilion  ^'leaned  from  men  who  have  de- 

voteil  their  lives  to  the  practical  side  ot  the  seal  <|uestion,  ami  from  the 

books  and  reports  in  the  (iovernment  otlices  nu  the  islamis,  I  am  able 

c    itflofawrcmi.      *"  "^''^  ^''"t>  lu  uiy  Opinion,  there  is  only  one  jjreat  (-ausc 

of  the  decrease  of  the  fur  seal,  and  that  is  th«' killing  of 
the  females  by  pelagic  hunting;.  During;  my  observations  in  IH'.X),  I  was 
led  to  believe  tlnit  the  tlecrease  was  partly  due  to  the  lack  of  bulls  on 
thi'  breedinjj;  rookeries,  and  I  so  reported  ti»  A;i:ent  (JotV;  but  ::iter 
thorou^ddy  invest i<,^jtin;t'  the  sid>j<ict  the  next  year  i)y  daily  visits  tu 
tliebreediu};  };roun<Is  of  the  sevenil  rook«'ries,  where  1  saw  nearly  every 
cow  with  a  pup  by  her  side;  and  hundreds  <»f  vigorous  bulls  without 
,.     ,.  „     auv  <!t»w8,  I  canu'  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no 

truth  111  tlie  theory,  and  that  it  was  the  cows  that  w«'re 
Hcarce  and  steadily  decreasin(>;.     Had   1  had  a  doubt,  it  Avoiild  have 

been  dispelled  when  I  was  informed  that  the  combined 
ouVoiw"*     ^*"""''   fleets  liad  warned  ninety-one  jxiachin^  schooners  out 

of  lieriii};  8ea  befon*  August  L''/,  ISJU,  and  that  each 
of  the  schoimers  had   sealskins  on  board,  wliicii,   in  the  agj^re^ate. 

iiumb(>red  about  .'{0,OOP,  of  whit'li  MO  per  cent    were 

On  the  IDth  of  Au},Mist,  181)1,  I 

saw  the  yoiinji;  pups  lyiii^"  dead  upon  the  rookeries  of 
St.  Paul,  and  I  estimated  their  number  to  be  not  less  than  .'W,(K)(>;  and 

they  had  died  fr<mi  starvation,  their  mothers  havin<^ 

been  killed  at  the  feeding  {•rounds  by  pelagic  hunters. 

JoMiii'Ji  MuiniAY. 

District  of  Colitmhia, 

Citif  of  ^Ya^llli^lg^on,  xs: 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  March,  1892. 

CiiAS.  L.  MroHKS, 

Xotary  Public. 


Hkins  iohkI  ih    ioiind  to  bc  teiiiales 

ii:iili-H. 


Dead  iiii|m. 


Dcpoxition  of  S.  7?.  Xctihton,  Trcasun/  affent  on  the  Pribilof  Islanth. 


I 


M 


HABITS;   PELAOIC   SEALING. 

S.  TJ.  Nettleton,beiiijLj  tirst  duly  sworn,  dep,>se.s  as  follows:  My  plate 
of  residence  since  May,  IS!)  1,  has  been  Seattle,  Washinjitoii.  For  a  period 
of  nineteen  years  prior  to  that  date  1  was  a  resident  of  the  Wtatc 
of  Minnesota.  My  occupation  was  that  of  a  n'al  estate  and  invest- 
ment broker.  In  the  c^iutiimn  of  l-SSl)  1  went  to  tlie  island  of  St.  Paul, 
one  of  the  Pribilof  {irouj),  as  a  special  a};ent  of  the  Treasury  Depari- 
meiit.  In  August,  1<S1)(),  i  returned  to  the  States  and  stayed  until  tln' 
spring  of  l.SJ)l,  when  1  returned  to  sai«l  island  of  St.  Paul.  I  reniiiirn! 
there  during  the  months  of  .Iiine  aiul  duly  of  that  year,  and  wiis 
then  transferred  to  the  island  of  St.  (Seorge,  where  1  remained  until 
June,  l.SJ)2. 

In  discharge  of  my  duties  as  Tn^isury  agent  I  made  such  obserAii 
tioiis  as  could  be  taken   frtun   the  breeding  rookeries 

xpwimce.  _^^^^^  haiding  grounds  on  the  islaiul.s,  and  in  the  waters 

immediately  adjacent  thereto,  and  which  enable  me  to  make  the  folhtw- 
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Cliiiiitii'  ri'iihirct  of 
iIiiiiiIh. 


iii;;stiif«MniMit  of  tacts;  aiul  tVoiii  pi'i'soiial  ohsrivatitiii  as  ivcll  as  itilunna- 
tioii  rn-civcil  tVitiii  tlic  iiativt*  i:ilialiil,iiits  ot'  s:iiil  islanth,  :iiit|  wiiitt^ 
MH'ii  ri'siik'iit  tlificoii.  I  liav*'  lonai'il  tlie  opinions  herein  expressed, 
Itased  upon  inloiination  and  lielief: 

The  I'rjliiiot  Islands,  l»y  re  ison  of  tlieir  isolated  location,  cfiol  ami 
hnniid  climate,  rocky  shores,  and  the  to;;  which  pre- 
vails from  earlysprin;.'  nnii!  lateantnnin,  aru  pecnliarly  ,, 
well  fitted  to  Ik>  the  home  of  the  fur-seal. 

I  do  not  know  Uy  what  instinct  they  were  led  to  thiN  remote  rey;ion  to 
whi<h  thev  yearly  return.  The  I>u11h  l)e;;in  to  arrive  .,,..,  „ 
Upon  the  lM-eedin;>' rookeries  aliiait  the  ist  to  the  lOfh 
of  May;  they  tlien  si'lect  their  locations,  which  they  hold  dui'in;;  the 
season.  I>urin;j:  tiie  latter  part  «)f  .Inm')  and  the  early  part  of  .Inly  the 
cows  heyiii  to  arrive  heavy  with  ycuinjj,  of  which  they 
lire  delivered,  usually,  forty  ei;;' lit  hours  sifter  theii- 
iirrival.  In  ahoat  the  same  len;!:lh  of  tinn>  after  the  l>ir<^h  of  their  one 
|iap  they  have  coition   with  the  nmic,  upon  the  rook«-ries,  and  then 


Arrival  iil'  mwH. 


I.it«  uii  riHikt'rioM. 


lliilU  viKoriMiM. 


irtiirn  to  the  water  to  teed.  The  hull — the  lord  of  the 
liarem — remains  on  the  rookery  during  the  entire  sea- 
siiii  of  altout  four  months,  protecting;'  the  yoniiji;  ami  pr(>ventiii;;  the 
invasion  of  his  domain  by  nei^hUoriii;;'  bulls  uml  from  the  youii;;  and 
vigorous  bachelors  who  have  not  yi't  I'eaclied  the  a«e  and  condition  of 
slicii;ith  to  enable  them  to  cope  sncct^ssfully  with  the  ohlei-  males,  who, 
Ity  reason  of  their  superior  streii;;th,  are  able  to  litdd  their  posit i(»n 
iiuiiiiist  all  <'Oiin'rs. 

Diiiiii;;'  my  stay  on  tlu^  islands  I  hsive  never  seen  a  time  duriiijii'  the 
liKt'diiijn- season  when  there  has  not  been  a  iiumbfr  ol" 
Imuc,  vi^iorous  yoiin;;'  bulls  ha n^iin;;'  abrait  the  borders 
(it  iIm'  rookeries  watchin;;'  for  an  oppcu'tunity  to  pfct  a  position  of  their 
own. 

'I'he  pup  when  born  is  as  helph^ss  as  a  newborn    lamb,  and   as  inea- 
jiiible  of  living  upon  the  water.     It  is  not  until  six  <»r 
li-lil  weeks  old  that  the  |)iip  of  the  fur-seal  can  swim.   „„'!;;•"*  ''""'"s   i'> 
Al  that  a;;e  they  form  themselves  into  "pods"  and 
work   tlK'mselves  down    to   the  wat<'r's  «'dj>-e;  after  several   <lays   of 
it|i»'alcd  trials  and  failures  tln-y  llnally  learn  to  swim. 

If  tor  any  reason  the   <;ow  should  not  b(^  able  to  rea<'h  the  rookery 
ill  time  to  }iive  birth  to  her  pup,  and  it  should  be  born 
ill  tlie  water  the  pup  wouhl  of  necessity  be  <lrowned.    „.,''|'',["'  ""'  '"""  '" 
It'.  IIS  is  often  the  ease,  a  pup  shouhl  be  swi^pt  from  the 
KM  kery  into  the  surf  before  it  had  learned  to  swim,  it  would  be  drowned. 
l!\riy  season  youii;;'  ])iips  in  more  or  less  numbers  are  thus  <lrowiied. 

Ii'i'l'cniiiu'  to  th(^  (luestioii  as  to  whether  p<'Ia,nic  coition  is  possible, 


No      liicediri;;      in 
walri-. 


I  liiive  to  say  that  I  have  never  seen  it  attempted,  but 
iiniii  iny  observations  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
lliiit  pela;;ic  coition  is  a  ]>liysical  iin])!»ssii)ility. 

I  poll  my  first  visit  to  the  roiikeri(>s  and  liaulin;;'  ;>rounds  of  the  island 
(if  Sf.  Paul,  my  attention  was  atliacted  to  the  evidences  of  recent  and 
iciiiote  01  ciipancy  by  the  s'als.  Marked  din'ereiices  were  iioticcMble  in 
tlic  ;ii»iiearaiic»'of  ve^i'etatioii  mi  laruc  areas  foinu-rly  occupied  asbr«'e<l- 
iii;;  and  lianlinj;' grounds,  wliile;  lu'ar  the  water's  4Ml;i'e,  more  ri'cently 
occupied,  the  jiii'oiiud  >vas  eiitir<'!y  bare  of  vej;"etation,  enablin^i'  one  to 
tnicc  the  uradind  decrease  of  areas  oe(aipie<l  duriny'  , 
liie  last  SIX  to  ei^fht  years.  My  examination  ot  the 
iDdkcries  on  8t.  I'aul  and  St.  (rcorge  durinj;'  the  years  l.SOl >-'!>!  and 
I'SIL'  enabled  me  to  trace  the  yearly  decreasing  area  occu|»ied  by  the 
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Koiiki'i'icit  ilrNi'tUid. 


I'lir  somIs  oil  tln'so  isliiiuls.     Aside  tVoiii  tin'  «'\  idfiircs  »>r  (^rscrtiMl  rook- 
oics  iiiiil  liaiiliiit;  ;;roiiiii|M  sliown   Ity  the  ;ii-<)uii<l.s  llifiiisulvtjs,  I  wan 
shown  by  native  iiihaltitiiiilH  of  imcIi   isliiiid  the  k>'<>iiiiiIh  octuipicii  in 
l'oiiii«r  ycurs  now  (U'sitIccI  and  yniss  j>iowii.    'I'lu'  sih-nt  witn«'ss  ol'llm 
dcsntcd  rookeries  hears  out  (lie  testimony  of  the  resi- 
dent ii;;eiits  ot  the  h'ssees  of  the  ishinds,  and  of  the  na 
tive  inhaliitaiits  of  the  ishinds,  that  th(^  niiniUer  of  sealsun  tlie  ishiii<ls 
lH';,'an  to  (leeiease  with  the  advent  of  |)el;i<;ie  sealing,',  and  that  the 
yearly  deerense  has  been  in  proportion  with  tlic  yearly  inerease  in  the 
niliniier  of  vessels  eii<;a^ed  in  that  enterprise. 
The  result  oi  my  ohserval  oiis  of  the  ni"tliods  of  driving  the  seals 
from  tiie  haiiliii;;  ;>roiinds  to  the  killing  Ki'<*<>nds  istlmt 
*'*""■  a  very  sniiill  fraetion  of  1    per  (-ent  of  tin-  seals  dio 

from  beiiifj  overdriven  or  from  beinj;  oveiheated  in  driving;.     Kn>m 
my  ]>ursonal  knowledge  of  tiie  nniiiiier  of  seals  kilhul  upon  the  I'ribilot 
,.  ,,      ,       .    .    Islands  by  raids  uiion  the  rookeries   duriiiL'  my  rosi 
deneu  there,  and  Irom  intorination  ;^Mincd  thnMi^h  other 
sources,  I  eum-lndcthat  the  number  of  fur-seals  killed  isinlinitely  sma'/l 
eompared  with  the  number  killed  in  ]iela^'i(r  sealiii;;;  so  small,  in  fact, 
us  to  liave  no  ap]>reeiable  etVe<;t.  upon  seal  life  upon  the  islands. 
As  one  result  of  my  study  of  seal  lite  on  the  islands  J   have  «'omf)  to 
the  <onelnsi«Hi  that  if  pelaj-ie  sealiiij;  in  lieriny  Sea 
K"''""",';'"""'"""   siiid  North  i'aeilic  should  continue  for  a  period  of  live 


UlHiU 


years  to  the  same  extent;  as  now  iiractieed,  seal  life 


the  I'ribilof  Islands  will  have  bec<»me  extinct 


8,   U.   NUTTLKTON. 


On  this  Dth  day  of  July,  1.S02,  before  me,  A.  T.  MeCarj^ar,  a  notary 
public  in  and  for  tin'  State  of  \Vashinj;t(Ui,  peisonally  appeared  S.  K. 
Nettletoii,  in  me  ])ersonally  known  to  be  the  individual  who  sij-ned  and 
sealed  the  above  instrument  as  his  voluntary  act  and  deed. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  the  date  abo\(^  mentioned. 


[SEAL.] 


A.  T.  McCakgaii, 

Notut     J'lihlic  ill  (iiiil/iir  flit  IState  of 

WaHhiiKjtvUf  ratidiny  at  ileuttle. 


DepoftHhm  o/Giisfare  Xiihamn ,  fonnerli/ an  eniploi/eo/thc  Jxussiaii  Amer- 
ican Company,  and  vicc-}>reHideiU  of  the  Alaska  Coinmcieial  C'oiiiijuni/, 
etc. 

MANAOEMKNT  ON   PUIBILOF   AND   KUSStAN   ISLANDS. 
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State  of  Califoknia, 

Citjf  and  (Jounly  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Gustave  Niebauin,  having'  been  duly  sw(un,  dejioses  and  says:  t  am 
r»()  vi'iirs  old,  a  resident  of  San  Kraneisco,  and  a  nier- 
'  chant  and  ship  owner.      I  was  born  in  Jh'lsiiifjlors. 

Finland,  and  became  an  American  citizen  by  the  transfer  of  Alaska  to 
the  United  States.  J  entered  the  service  of  the  Ifussian  American  Com- 
mercial ( 'ompany  in  1858,  and  was  in  conunand  of  one  of  their  vessels 
from  180()  until  the  cession  of  Alaska  to  the  United  States.  ]  am,  and 
have  been  for  several  years  i»ast,  vice-])resident  and  a  director  of  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  and  a  member  of  the  tirin  of  Hutchinson, 
Kohl  &  Co.,  the  former  lessees,  resi)ec lively,  of  the  .Muska  uiid  Sibc 
riau  uo^^eriua. 
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«?s,  I  was* 
i",ui»i»'*l  •'•• 
CSS  of  the; 
r  i\n\  n'si 
of  tlH'  na 
he  iHUllltl^^ 
I  Mint  111*' 
iiise  in  till- 

tln>   St'iils 
mlH  isthiit 

sfiili^  «lie 
II-;.  From 
\\i\  I'liluK)! 
in;  my  resi 
•„uj;h  otluT 
iijtcly  smail 
all,  in  liict, 

i\v,  «'omc  to 
Hevinn  tSca 
ii(.d  (»1"  livt' 
I'd,  seal  life 


lliilinvi'il  iiii'IIkhIh 
iiliilrr  Aiiici'ii'iiii  iiiiiii- 
iiliniiciit. 

The  hre«'(lin;' 


In  tliese  variouM  ixisitinns  the  erne  and  iii;niii<;«'nH'iit  of  seal  rookr'rh's 
and  system  and  iiietliods  ol  killing!:  seals  and  rilling  aihi  liaiisportin^ 
tlicir  skins  to  market  has  bfeii  my  study.  I  visitrd  tlii^  I'liltilot' jsl 
ands  ill  l.siiT  and  had  cliar^e  ol'  seal  killing;  there  in  IHfiS  and  iSii'.l. 
WIm'Ii  the  .\iaska  roiiimeri-ial  i'ompany  oldained  the  lease  in  |S7«>,  of 
llie  rip:htto  take  seals  for  their  skins,  I  instnietrd  the  .siiperiiiteiDleiit 
and  a^^ents  «)f  the  eoinpaiiy  in  regard  to  tlieway  inwiiirh  Mi«  work  had 
Iteeii  done,  and  outlined  to  them  the  poliey  to  he  piirsiied  in  the  liitiire. 
The  lease  of  the  Alaska  Coinmen-ial  < 'oinpany  had  twenty  years  to  run, 
and  it  was  for  our  interests  that  the  very  best  methods  should  he 
adopted  for  iiiaiia;:iii^  not  only  the ''baehelors,"  then  ready  forslaii;;hter, 
liut  also  the  breeding;  lienis  upon  wliieli  tlit^  future  of  our  busiii«>ss  de- 
pended. To  this  emi  I  directed  our  sujierintendent  «»f 
the  sealeries  to  observe  the  ^-reatest  eare  in  driviii;;,  ,,i,\vr«V.nr«r.'». '''^ 
liaiidliii^,  and  killin;;  the  seals.  ('autioninjLi  him  to  allow 
niitliiii;r  to  b)^  done  that  would  in  any  way  tend  to  alarm  or  disturb 
llieiii,  or  ill  the  least  (h']«;ret>i  interfere  with  their  already  well  known 
iii'tlerly,  rejfular  habits  of  breeding  and  migration. 

'I'he  instruetions  were  explicits  that  no  females  sh(<ul'!  be  killed,  and, 
riiillier,  that  bulls  einaijuh  of  mature  ujxv  should  be  pr»  s<rved  to  serve 
tlieiii.  .  In  order  to  see  that  these  instruetions  were  followed  and  the 
Inisiness  put  upon  what  1  eontidently  believed  to  '->  tlu'  ri^ht  ba  is,  I 
visited  the  islands  in  J.S71  and  1H7-*  and  ajiain  i  .'S77,  and  was  more 
than  satisfied  with  the  ri^sult  of  my  invt'stii/alions.  'i'he  work  was 
Itciiii;  earr-"'?  -  n  at  these  times  in  a  lii^-hly  s>siemati<', 
iM  ih-rly  nianiua-,  showinu'  great  improvements  over  liic. 
\va  ->f  doing  it  un«ler  Kussian  rej-ime,  a'ld  the  result 
iif  good  managemont  showed  itself  on  every  hand. 
KtoUcries  ha<l  largely  expanded  in  1S77  over  the  limits  of  l.S(J'.>,  a-i  I 
|M'isoiially  observed  and  as  1  was  informed  by  the  Treasury  agent  in 
I  liiiige,  by  our  superintendent,  and  by  the  nativ*^  ehiefs.  The  natives 
were  (Mithiisiastie  in  their  praise  of  the  American  way  of  doing  busi- 
ness and  eoiidiieting  sealing,  as  eomiiured  with  what  they  had  been 
accustomed  to  in  former  year.s. 

Vet  it  re<pur«'d  no  very  deei>  study  nor  oeeult  knowledge  to  bring 
aliout  the  healthy  growth  of  the,  seal  rookeries,     it  was 
siiiiplv  needed  to  treat  tlieni  asonr  ordinary  domi'stie     n..«  iiir(.T„wtii  of 
iniiiiiiils  are  treated  to  produee  the  same  result.    The  J '-j-'^^n' ">'»•' P"'- 
>cals  are  polygamous,  as  our  horses,  eattle,  and  sheep 
iirc.  and  the  best  methods  of  breeding  thest^  is  ecpndly  advantageous* 
when  applied  to  the  seals.     It  is  an  indisputable  fact,  ami  known  to  th« 
iiinsi  ordinary  breeder  of  domestie  animals,  that  any  sui'|>lus  of  males 
is  a  positive  injury,  and  residts in  a  progeny  iiifeiior  in  size, (piality,  and 
iiuiiilicis  prodneed.    The  tieree  struggles  of  the  surplus  male  seals  to 
;;;iiii  a  footh<»ld  on  the  breeding  grounds  creati^gieat disorder  and  eom- 
iiiotion,  and  often  end  in  erushing  thepups,  and  sometimes  even  in  kill- 
ing t  lie  mothers.    This  was  so  well  understood  by  the  Kussians  that 
loiiji  before  the  eession  of  Alaska  they  ordered  the  slaughter,  we  are 
told  by  V^eniaminof,  of  the  superannuated  males,  in  order  to  clear  the 
way  lor  vigorous  stock.    They  siu'ceedei'  by  this  intelligt'nt  course  in 
jbriiijiing  up  the  rookeries  from  their  deplcicd  c<»ndition  of  about  1840, 
IcniisfMpu'nt  ui)on  the  bad  manag«Mnent  of  ]UMor  years,  and  the  unpro- 
ptitidtis  season  of  l.S;r»,  when  the  ice  nearly  annihilatvd  the  seal  life,  to 
jilic  pr(»ductiveness  in  which  we  found  tliem  in  l.StW.     We  continued 
Itiic  same  system,  with  slight  modilicatious,  ami  had  eveiy  reason,  up 
Ito  itjcij,  to  expect  to  be  able  to  return  the  property  to  the  United  States 
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at  tln'<'X)Hrati(»nof<)iir  lesise  in  l>ott«<r  comlition  tliaii  \v\wu  we  rer«'ivo<l 
it.  IJut  ii  tbr<".  Wii.s  jili'«'iul,v  ^iiiiiiii;;  iiKHiicntiiin  loiij;- bcfoiT  \v»'  noticed 
any  serious  (listnrlianccoi' tlic  lierdtHi  tli<'  islands  that  was  d(^stin<'d  to 
disapiMunt  our  t'X|><'ctations,  and,  if  not  clKMUi'd,  to  utterly  destroy  tlu^ 
coninuTcial  value  ol'tlie  sealeries. 
The  praetiee  of  iieJa^iic  seal  hunting'  was  followed  by  the  northwest 


UoHiiIlM  III    )iclii;;i< 
I'liliiifj 


coast  Indians  tVoni  their  earliest  history,  hut  aniounte«l 


i).v  iK.iiiiwrHi   tos(»  little  as  to  be  ina|>|)reciable  on  the  islands.    Even 
urerinhiiTln'iMiii'i'.lH''    "'^'''"  ^^'''l*'  hunters  eni^afied  in  it  in  a  limited  way  oui 


prvi'ialilu  nii  iHliiiitlx 


h)sses  from  this  source  were  attribute<l  to  the  marine 


enemies  of  tin;  seals,  and  was  so  far  overcome  by  the  p)od  mana^^ement 
on  the  islands  as  to  permit  tin*  {jiowth  of  the  herd  to  continue  so  lon^- 
as  it  was  limited  to  a  few  vessels  and  contined  lo  tin;  vicinity  of  the 
Oiejjon.  VVashiuf'ton,  and  Ibitish  ("oluniliian  coasts.  Ibit  even  belbic 
any  considerable  shmyhter  had  taken   phuie  in   the  wat<'rs  of  Uerinu 

Sea,  as  earlv  as  l.SS'J,  il  was  noticed  that  the  rookei'ies 
J^snllMThnai^^^^^    '>i»<l   stoi)peil  expandinin.  thoii;.li   they  were  treated  in 

i\\n-y  way  as  they  always  had  been.  An  examination 
of  the  London  Catalogue  of  sealskin  sales  shows  that  the  "Victoria 
cati'h"  already  a{;j;re<4ated  a  very  consideral)le  number  of  skins  and 
now  briufis  home  the  conviction  that  pelaj^ic  sealin^i',  when  contined 
almost  wholly  to  the  Pacilic,  is  still  a  \('ry  danj-'crous  entuuy  of  seal 
life  on  the  islands. 

After  1880  tlu^  forc«^  of  pelajiic  hunters  was  jLiieatly  au<>nieuted,  and 

iiicitHMf  in  priiiKir   becanu>  more  and   more  aj^j^ressive,  and  their  iield  ol 

Mciiiii};  aiti !•  iHKii and  oiteiatious   wldclv  <'xtend<'d,  until   tlu'v  aiipeared   in 

alarniin}4'  nundters  in  IJerniji  Sea  in  INM  and  l8.s.j.  In 
1887  we  wei'e  forc<Ml  to  commence  takinii  smaller  skins  in  (»rdei'  to  obtain 
our«|Uota  and  presei-ve  enough  breed Inj;'  bulls,  in  18S8  they  were  still 
smallei',  while  in  1S81>  more  than  half  «»f  them  were  such  as  we  would 
uot  have  killed  in  tbrmer  years,  and  we  called  tlu^  attention  of  the 
Tn'asury  l)e|)artm(^nt  to  the  evident  diminution  of  seal  life,  and  recom 
mended  that  lewer  seals  be  killed  in  future.  There  can  be  no  <|uestion 
as  to  the  <!ause  of  tin'  dindnution.  it  is  the  direct  I'esult  of  |H!la;iii' 
sealing,  and  thesanu'  destriution,  if  coidinued  a  few  years  huifi'er,  will 
entiiely  dissipate  any  commercial  \alue  in  the  rookcM'ies,  if  it  does  not. 
indeed,  annihilat<-  them. 

I  was  tbrnierly,  as  I  have  stated,  inteicsted   in  the  Comnmnder  seal 
...         ,  .,       islands,  as  well  as  those  of  Alaska.     The  two  herds  arc 

luiMMiiiii   iiiiil    Alas.  1     I-    .•        i.    .,1        r         1      •  .'   T/»'  4.  i-v 

Uiiii  IkkIs  .lisiiiKi  separate  and  distinct,  the  lur  bemj;- ot  ddterent  quality 
"'"liiUes."'  '""'•■"""  and  apiK'arance.  The  two  classes  of  skins  have  always 
bet'ii  iK'ld  at  dilleiwnt  values  in  the  London  market, 
tlie  Alaskas  bringinjL;'  iiivariably  a  hi.nher  price  than  the  Siberiasof  tlic 
same  weijiht  and  si/c;  <»f  skins.  I  think  each  herd  k»'eps  upon  its  own 
feeding  jirounds  along  tln^  respective  «'oasts  they  inhaiiit. 

I  am  told  that  the  (liminurion  of  seal  life  has  l)een  attributed  to  raids 
by  ])oiM'lievs  upon  the  seal  islands.  Very  fi^w  (d"  the-c 
have  o(  curred.  and  the  iMimber  of  skins  (d>tained  bv 


<1U{ 


Kaids. 


the  poachers  has  been  comi>aratively  inlinitesimally  small.  1  think 
the  whole  number  obtained  by  them  in  this  way  does  intt  exceed  .'{,0011 
or  4,(KM)  skins.  \W-  were  accustomed  always  to  maintain  a  patrol  and 
guard  upon  the  rookeries  whenever  the  weather  was  such  that  jtoachcis 
cou]«l  land  uixui  them,  and  upon  the  least  suspiciniis  circumstances 
measures  were  tak<'n  to  forestall  any  attempts  to  steal  the  seals.  Tin' 
sea  is  usually  rough  in  the  fall  wiien  poachers  try  Vo  get  in  their  work: 
the  shores  arc,  at  most  phu^cs,  inaccessible  from  boats,  and  the  n-.tixcsl 


RF,I-ATIXfS    lO    rRIRII.OF    ISLANDS. 


79 


se  ii(ttit'«'<l 
t'stin»'«l  to 
estn»y  tlu' 

north  w<"*t 
•aniounttMl 
ids.  Hvrii 
I'd  Wivy  onr 
the  mill »»'' 
iiviian«'iiu'ut 

mu'  so  hniji' 
inity  of  the 
evt'ii  Im'I'ovc 
sol"  r.«'vin.ii 
lie  vooUi'vics 
I.  tn'at*'<l  in 

i.xi»iin"i»<>*»." 
,«.  «••  Victoria 
,t'  skins  and 
lu'ii  i!oidin«'<l 
u'uiy  of  »«'!»' 

jiiuMiti'd,  ai\d 

Vhi'iv  li«'l<l  V' 
iiinx'iu*'*!   i" 

and  \^>^'>-    ^" 
idcr  to  obtain 
[lu'y  wt'Vi' slill 
IS  wo  wouhl 
iitiou  <»t'  thf 
and  ri'voni 
no  qin'stiou 
t  of  iH'lani*' 
s  hMifiTi',  ^vill 
nt  docs  not. 

mniaiidcr  s*'id 
svo  licrds  arc 
Vrcnt  qualiiy 
s  have  always 
(htu  niarUct, 
Siltcriasof  th«' 
uiMUi  its  own 

ibntod  to  laiils 
•v  few  of  tiM'>f 
,s  obtained  by 
tmall.  I  tbink, 
ot  oxrcrd  :i,(K»t  I 
in  a  patrol  and 
,  that  \>oacluTS 

(.innn\stan»'fs| 
tin*  seals.    T'lK' 

in  tlu'ir  wolU; 
und  then-.tivcsi 


>n 


aro  vijuilant  and  active.  If  uiarino  Imntinj;  is  stopp<Ml,  tln^v  ran  be 
safely  trusted  to  ddcnd  the  prop«'rty  npon  wliicli  tlu'ir  very  existence 
isdei>endcnt,  as  they  have  done  repeatedly,  a};iiinst  any  single  sehoouer's 
crew. 

It  has  been  asserted  in  ])rint  that  Ihe  Alaska  Commercial  CoMijtaTiy 
is  engaged  in  tiie  business  )f  pelagic  seal  hunting.    It 
iias  bi'cn  the  cnstom  ot  the  company  to  vindi<'ate  its   (;J,m?M'',TiV/rn.m^^^^^^^ 
liom]  name  and  title  to  respe(!t  by  deeds  ratlier  than   •« 'i'*-'';-^"'' '"  i"'''«'c 
words,  bat  an  imputation  upon  its  honor  ho  absolutely  "'"  "'*'■ 
;ironn«lles«  and  unwarranted  as  tiiis,  it  eau  not  do  hiss  than  deny.     It 
is  not,  and  never  has  been,  nor  have  any  of  its  olllcers  or  stockholders 
ever  been  directly  or  indire<'tly  engaged  in  any  manner  whatever  in 
l»elagic  seal  hunting.     It  has  always  purchased  from  the,  natives  such 
skins  as  they  ott'ered  for  sabs  but  when  seal  life  grew  scarcei-  on  the 
jslainis  it  discouraged  tlie  natives  by  every  means  in  its  iK)\ver  from 
killing  seals  along  tiie  Alaska  coast.     To  feel  a  present  regret  that  this 
course  was  ])ursued  in  view  of  th(^  destruction  <»f  the  seal  herd  which 
the  (lovernment  has  permitted,  would  be  but  initural,  yet  we  try,  as 
liohorable  men,  to  rise  a))ove  <'ven  this  weakness. 

i  have  sliown  that  under  good  manag«'ment  tlie  seals  increased  on 
tiie  I'ribilofgroui),  and  know  sucli  to  bt   the  fact  also      ,  .■  ,.     . 

HI  icgard  to  the  (  ommander   islands.     The  nietiioils   inauiin' 1mI:iuiIs  ikhI 
were  the  same  in  the  two  i>la(  «'s,  but  the  Asiatic  herd  <'"»"<"iw»"- 
was  not  seriously  moles! ed  at  sea  until  I SOO,  and  the  increase  ccuitinued 
11])  to  that  date.     Now,  pelagic  hunting  is  going  on 
tiicre  the  same  as  in  the  Alaska  waters,  and  already  „uSilL' n."'^^^^^^^^^^ 
tlic  Jicrd  is  diminishing  as  <li<l   the  I'ribiinf  herd  from 
tlic  same  cause  several  years  earlier.    The  same  good  management, 
ii])(»n  cessation  of  marine  killing,  will  rapidly  augment  both  herds  again, 
lor  no  animals  are  more  susceptible  to  gtuxl  treatment  in  breeding  than 
tliese.    Their  niai'ine  enemies,  aside  from  man,  are  a  constant  fa(;tor  of 
(iestnu'tion  in  disreganl  of  which  they  nndtiply. 

I  have  no  interest  whatever  in  the  sealeries  or  the  seal-skin  trade. 

(1.   NiKlJAUM. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nu^  this  1.5th  day  of  May.  A.  I).  IHO'2. 

[SKAL.J  CLEJIKNT    lilON.S'KTT, 

A'oturij  Vublk. 


IhlKiNition  of  L.  A.  XoycH,  rcsiflnit  pliifsician  on  the  Pribilof  Ifilandtt  from 

J 880  t()'j8!f:i'. 

HAIMTS,  MANAGKMIONT,  AM)    I'KLAOKJ    SKALINO. 

St.  (iKoiKJK  Island,  IMhulof  (iKoup, 

Alaxhi,  ('.  S.  /I.,  sfi: 

b.  A.  Xoyes,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  1  am  a  imtive 
American,  and  my  home  is  in  Randolph,  Vt.  I  am  't'2  years  of  age, 
and  a  i>hysiciai!  by  I'rofession. 

Ill  l.SS()  I  entered  the  service  of  the  lessees  of  the  I'ribilof  Islands  as 
resident   physician  at.    the  seal    islands,   and    I   have 
resided  here  continuously  ever  since,  excepting  an  occa-    ''"'"'"''"'"'• 
siniial  visit  to  my  luane,  for  a  few  months  in  winter,  once  or  twice  since 
issu. 

I'l'om  Juno,  1880,  to  August,  1883,  I  was  <mi  St.  (Jeorge  Island,  and 
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from  188,3  to  1884  T  was  on  Sf.  riiiil  Island.    [  tlifn  irlnnird  to  St.  C.oorgo, 
wiua-e  I  have  resided  (!ver  since,  except  intj  I  lie  vacations  aforesaid. 

1  have  given  much  time  to  the  study  of  I  he  Alaskan  fur  seal  and  its 
peculiar  habits,  and  I  have  watched  with  care  ami  solicitude  the 
in<^reasc  and  the  decline  in  nundxas  of  the  animal  on  the  hauling 
grounds  and  rookeries,  and  also  the  methods  follow<'d  by  the  lessees 
in  taking  the  skins — the  drivingaiwl  killing  of  the  young  nnd(!s  of  from 
two  to  live  jears  old.  and  the  salting,  cuiing,  bundling,  and  shipping 
of  the  skins.  I  have  likewise  carefully  ((bserxcd  and  noted  the  coming 
of  the  seals  in  the  spring,  the  hauling  out  at  ditVerent  times  of  the 
various  ages  ami  sexes,  their  disposition  on  the  hauling  grounds  and 
rook<'ries,  the  forunition  of  the  "harem''  or  family,  the  birth  of  the 
pups,  the  migrations  of  the  mother  seals  to  feed,  tlu^  breaking  up  of  the 
harems,  the  scattering  of  the  cows,  and  the  general  inti'rmingling  of 
the  sexes  in  September,  and  linally  the  dci)arture  of  the  herd  from  the 
islands  in  November  or  later. 

1  have  read  most  of  all  that  has  been  written  within  the  i)ast  quarter 
century  on  the  fur-seal  question;  and  1  have  listened  to  and  taken  part 
in  many  of  the  contro\ crsif's  indulged  in  by  my  associates  and  triends 
— men  who  have  si)ent  many  years  in  the  fur  seal  industry  and  whos<> 
imietieal  experience  will;  all  its  details  gives  weight  and  value  to  their 
assertions,  it  was  1  w!io,  at  the  ret|uest  of  tiie  United  States  Treasury 
agent  in  charge  (tf  the  islands,  measured  all  the  rookeries  and  hauling 
grounds  on  St.  (Jeorgi^  island  in  1<SS7,'  and  1  have  kept  the  record  of 
the  climatic  changes  on  St.  (Jeorge  since  the  I'nited  States  Govern- 
uuMit  discontinued  the  nu'teorological  station  at  the  I'ribilof  Islands. 

In  addition  to  n»y  services  as  physician,  I  have  occasionally  taught 
the  school  on  St.  Cicorge,  and  I  have  kept  the  books  and  accounts  for 
many  years  for  the  lessees  on  the  sanui  island.  1  am  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  the  oideis  issued  by  the  general  and  local  agents  of 
the  lessees  to  the  native  chiefs  in  regard  to  eveiything  appertaining  to 
the  business  of  taking  the  annual  "catch"  and  the  care  of  the  seals. 
I  have  been  intimately  acquainted  with  the  Treasury  agents  who  have 
had  charge  of  the  islands  since  l^f.SO,  and  I  acted  as  assistant  agent 
myself  during  the  temjiorary  absence  of  the  assistant  special  agent. 
I  am  quite  tamiliar  with  the  general  and  special  orders  and  instruc- 
tions issued  from  the  Treasury  Department  from  time  to  time  to  the 
special  agents  for  the  government  of  the  natives  and  the  care  of  the 
rookeries  and  seal  herd.  And  1  know  those  laws,  rules,  and  regida- 
tions  have  been  faithfully  adhered  to  and  fully  enforced,  published 
reports  of  transient  visitors  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  seal  islands  of  St.  Paul  and  St.  (Jeorge,  geographically  known 
as  the  I'ribilof  Islands,  are  situated  in  lioring  Sea  at 
rriiXl'isiamu.  "'"  i»l»"'it  17<>°  westfiom  (Jri'enwich  and  50°  north  lati- 
tude; and  they  are  nearly  L'OU  miles  from  the  nearest 
land. 

The  climatic  cimditions  iu  their  immediate  vicinity  are  so  i)ecu1iar 

_,.    .  and  their  formation  and  situation  are  so  uni(iue  that  it 

IS  not  hard  to  beheve  tln'y  were  selected  lor  a  home 
and  resting  place  by  the  Alaskan  fui-  seal   because  of  theii'  adaptabil 
ity  to  that  purpose,  ami  to  that  oidy.     The  thermometei'  rarely  goes 
higher  than  <i()^  or  lower  than  zero;  the  average  for  a.  nund»ei'  of  years 
being  35°. 

in  winter  the  islands  are  sonu'.times  surrounded  by  broken  ice,  whicli 


'  Tlio  iiK'immriiiciits  \vta'(>  iiiadt^  vtTy  ini|M'vf'('i-(ly,  nml  1  nt'vorcliiimcd  aiiytliiiiji  Imi 
an  apiinixiiiiiilc  inciisiircinciil.  J(;  was  iii\  npiiiidU  tliiit  (lie.  niiiiilicrs  Wfic  i'\agj;cr- 
uteil,  ttiul  1  80  stated  at'tlm  tiiiie. — ]j.  A.  N. 
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comes  from  tlie  north,  and  it  will  eome  and  fto  with  the  tide  and  eurrents, 
;;eiierally  from  January  to  April,  but  o('easi«>nally  remaining  later,  and 
again  not  api)earing  at  all. 

In  June,  July,  and  part  ol"  AugusI,  tln^  islands  are  enveloped  for  daj's 
at  a  time  in  <lense  fog,  and  a,  elear  sunny  day  is  ol"  nin^  oceurr»Mice. 
The  atmosphere  is  damp  and  cool,  and  the  rain  falls  in  a  sort  of  fine 
mist  whii^h  droncln-s  one  through  Ix'fore  it  is  felt. 

The  islands  are  of  voleanic  origin,  and  the  shores  are  rough,  uneven 
lava  rock,  and  broken  rock  and  bowlders  of  like  formation.  On  this 
rugged  shore  the  Alaskan  fur-seals  make  their  summei-  honu';  here 
I  hey  are  born  and  reared  fortius  first  six  months  of  theii- existence; 
here  they  come  every  spring  as  regidar  as  time,  and  here  they  repro 
(hice  their  species.     The  career  of  the  fur-seal  herd  on      ..„  ,.  ., 

tlicse  shores  is  not  unlike  that  ot  any  domt'sucated  s.iii  i-.  n  .;ii«-sti.m  of 
Miiiiual — it  is  simi)ly  a  stoek-breeding  question.  '*'"'''^  I'ncciin':. 

Areas  ui)on  \vhi(!h  it  is  agreeable  for  the  females  to  breed  are  (!are- 
iiilly  reserved  and  set  aside  tor  that  i»urpose. 

lOach  year  a  sullicient  number  of  breeding  bulls  are  reserved  for 
service  on  tlui  rookeries.  The  utmost  care  is  taken  that  the  future  of 
tlic  herd  is  not  jeopardized  by  the  injury  or  «leatli  of  a  feu'ale. 

So  accustomed  have  the  seals  become  to  th»^  i>resence  of  the  natives 
tliat  the  timidity  and  shviiess  maniiested  in  the  ocean      ,.,  .     , 

IS  not  shown  on  the  islands.  In  their  intancy  tlie  pups 
will  a]>proach  a  native  without  fear,  and  later  on  they  are  n'adily 
li;iii(Iled,  and  the  sexes  separated,  should  it  be  necessary  to  mak(^  a 
killing  of  i»ups  ibr  food.  In  the  handling,  management,  and  enlarge- 
iiiciit  of  the  seal  herd  there  is  as  much  amenability  to  (himestieation  as 
tiicre  is  in  a  band  of  range  cattle. 

The  male  breeding  seals,  or  bulls,  begin  to  haul  out  on  the  breeding 
mokeries  early  in  May,  and  thev  come  in  more  and    ,    .    ,  .. ,  „ 

.,,•',,"'',,  ,    "  1  1      i-  AiTivnl  ot  bulls. 

iiiurc  rapuUy  as  the  month  advances,  and  selecting 
tlicir  respective  stations  lie  down  ami  sleep  almost  continuously  until 
wiihiii  a  few  days  of  the  coming  (d"  the  females,  (u*  <'ows,  when  "they 
assume  a  sitting  posture  and  set  uj)  a  bellowing  noise  jieculiar  to  them- 
selves, which  1  suppose  to  be  a  "call"  to  the  approaching  herd  of  cows. 
It  is  at  this  time  the  bull  appears  at  his  best  ami  in  his  most  aggressive 
niuod,  and  none  but  the  physically  strong  and  successful  are  allowed 
to  remain  within  striking  distance  of  the  veterans. 

The  cows  begin  to  haul  out  in  June,  and  ju-aetically  they  are  all  on 
tlie  breeding  rookeries   bv  July  la.     Imnicdiatelv  on    .    .    ,  , 

,,     "  ,     ,  •  '.'  1'  1        ii       1      11    '  Ai         Arriviil  of  C0W8. 

anning  they  are  taken  ])os.session  ot  i>v  the  bulls,  the 

str()ii,uest  and  mostaggiissive  securing  the  j;reatest  number,  and  guard- 

iiiu  with. jealous  care  and  increasing  vigilance. 

Asa  rule  the  pups  are  born  soon  after  the  cows  rea<'h  the  shore, 
tlieiigh  it  occasionally  happens  that  a  cow  will  be  two   uj^,,,  „,.  ,, 
111  three  days  on  the  rookery  before  l)ringin.t;'  forth  her     "  '"  ''"'"'' 
yeiilig. 

1  tiiiiik  the  pups  are  all  born  by  July  22,  and  by  the  middle  of 
Aiimist  the  cows  Inive  been  fcrlili/.ed  lor  the  next  year,  after  which 
tile  harems  are  abandonetl,  and  the  bulls  licjiin  to  lea\«'  the  islands, 
mill  the  females  and  bachelors  (or  young  maKs)  intermingle  indisciimi- 
iiiiiely  on  the  rookeries.  From  the  Mine  the  bulls  haul  out  in  May  till 
tliey  leave  in  September  they  neithei  eat  nor  drink.  i;„in  ni..iin«  ou 
inni  their  lean  ami  lanky  ai)pearance  in  S('i)teinber  is  «""i'<i'<''* 

[ill  striking  contrast  with  their  rotund  form  and  sleek  and  glossy  coats 

[ill  .May. 
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When  the  pup  is  ln»rii  it  is  utterly  lielph'ss  and  depciulent;  it  is  not 

iuiipliibions,  and  would  drown  if  put  into  water.     1 

^  Puim  not  anipiiibi    ]^^^y^>  often  watched  the  pups  near  the  water's  edgt^ 

when  in  stormy  weather  tlie  surf  carried  theui  off,  and 

in  every  instance  they  drowned  as  soon  as  they  went  into  deep  water. 

The  pup  is  entirely  depeiulent  on  its  dam  for  sustt'iiance,  and  when 

it  is  a  few  days  old  she  goes  into  the  sea  to  feed, 

^^MoUier  cows  foci-  returning. at  inttTvals  of  a  few  hours  at  tiist,   and, 

{•radually  leiif^theninjf  the  time  as  the  pu])s  fjrow older 

and  stronger,  until  she  will  be,  sometinuiS,  away  for  a  whole  week. 

During  tlusse  journeys,  in  my  opinion,  she  goes  a  distance  of  from  40 

to  1MM>  miles  from  the  islands  to  feed;  and  it  is  at  this  time  she  falls  a 

l)rey  to  the  i>elagic  hunter. 

Keturned  to  the  rookery,  the  cow  goes  straight  to  the  spot  where 
she  left  her  puj),  and  it  seems  she  instantly  recognizes  it  by  smelling; 
and  it  is  equally  certain  that  the  pup  can  not  recognize  its  dam.  I 
have  often  seen  pups  attempt  to  suck  cows  promiscuously,  yet  n<t 
cow  will  suckle  any  pup  but  her  own.  When  five  or  six  weeks  old  tln' 
^  pups  begin  to  run  around  and  form  bunches (u-  "pods;" 

iiimi)<M(  iiig.  _^^  seven  to  eight  weeks  old  they  try  the  water  at  the 
edge  where,  after  paddling  in  the  shallows,  they  gradually  learn  t<» 
swim.  After  becoming  expert  swinnners  they  continue  to  show  u 
pn'ference  for  land,  where  they  gen«'rally  remain  if  not  driven  into  the 
water  by  heavy  rain  oi'  warm  sunshine.  They  make  no  effort  to  secuir 
sustenance  of  any  sort  beyond  that  furnished  by  their  dams. 

I  have  examined  many  pups  at  the  food  killings  in  Xovembei',  and  I 
never  fouml  anything  but  milk  in  their  stomachs. 

The  young  inal«s,  or  bachelors,  whose  skins  are  taken  l)y  the  lessees, 

begin  to  haul  out  in  .May,  and  they  continue  to  haul 

lora"""'  "*  '""''*    ^^^^  until  late  in  July,  the  older  ones  coming  tirst  and 

tlie  younger  ones  later;  and  they  herd  by  themselves 

during  May,    June,  and  July,   because  were  they  to  ai)i>roa('h    tlio 

breeding  grounds  the  bulls  would  drive  them  otf  or  destroy  them. 

The  "  bachelois"  of  from  2  to  5  years  old  are  the  only  seals  driven  or 

killed  on  the  seal  islands  by  anyone  or  for  any  pui- 

"""*"'""'"  ■  i)0se;  and  the  sensational  stories  told  of  how  they  arc 

"tortured"  on  the  drive  have  no  foundation  in  fact.     When  nec«'s.sary 

to  make  a  drive  for  skins  from  any  given  rookery,  tlu' 

"^"'^'  local  agent  of  the  lessees  informs  the  Treasury  agent. 

and  obtains  his  permission  to  make  the  "drive."     No  seals  are  driven 

without  the  consent  of  the  Treasury  agent  in  charge  of  the  island.  | 

All  being  ready,  the  native  chief  takes  a  scpiad  of  men  to  the  hauliiu 

ground,  where  tlu^  seals  are  (piietly  surr(urnded  without  disturbii  g  tlio, 

breeding  rookery,  and  they  are  then  driven  slowly  along  to  the  killiiijr| 

ground. 

Since  the  improved  metlutds  of  1870  there  is  no  drives  of  greatcrl 
„    ,. ,  .  length  than  2i  miles,  and  the  majority  of  them  dol 

not  exceed  I  nule.     no  carefully  and   so  slowly  iiicf 
the  drives  made,  the  nu'n  driving  are  I'clieved  every  hour,  because  (ilj 
^  the  slow  motion  tln'y  get  chilled  on  the  road.     Arrivcdf 

'"*■■  at  the  killing  grounds,  the  seals  are  driven  out  fr(iiii[ 

the  main  body  in"i»ods''  of  twenty  <u' thirty  at  a.  time,  ami  i'xperienccl 
men  club  and  kill  the  desirable  oiu's,  and  allow  all  that  remain  to  if 
turn  at  their  leisure  to  the  adjac'cnt  waters.    The  nu)st  experienced  ni(Mi| 
do  the  skinning,  and  after  them  come  the  women  and  children  wIk 
carry  off  the  canjasses  for  food,  and  the  fat  or  blubber  for  winter  fuel 
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In  accordanoe  with  instructions  from  the  Department,  (he  Treasury 
iifjent  is  always  present  at  the  killin]iis,  and  he  Ims  fall  power  and  au- 
tliority  to  interfere  in  all  cases  whei'e  there  is  cruelty  practiced  or 
iittemi)ted. 

All  seals  killed  by  the  lessees  tor  skins  are  killed  between  June  1 
and  duly  30,  and  generally  the  season  closes  on  the     ^        ^^^^^^^ 
•JOtii  of  July. 

After  the  re*;ular  season  closes,  in  July,  the  natives  kill,  weekly,  for 
food,  from  one  U)  two  liundred  male  seals  whose  si<ins  sta!skiii«Mii(.ir..<Hi. 
are  large  enough  to  be  accepted  as  part  of  the  next  year's  quota;  and 
it  is  during  these  "food"  drives  in  Angust,  8eptend)er,  and  October 
tliat  an  occasional  female  is  accidentally  killed.  Being  mixed  with  the 
"bachelors"  at  this  time,  some  lemales  are  driven  and  acciilentally 
killed.  The  killing  of  a  fenmle  is  the  greatest  crime  Femiii.s  kiiu.i .miy 
known  on  the  seal  islands,  and  is  never  done  inten-  '>>•!»•''''•'"'• 
tionally.  Of  this  I  am  n)ost  positive,  for  1  know  that  every  possible 
pi eeaution  has  been  taken  to  guard  against  it;  and  1  believe  there  has 
not  been  one  hundred  females  killed  on  St.  (ieorge  Island  since  IS80, 
it  I  may  except  some  killed  by  [toai-liers  who  were  driven  off  before 
tliey  secured  the  skins  of  the  seals  they  had  killed. 

Never  since  the  islands  have  b<  en  American  i)roiierty,  has  there 
been  indiscriminate  killing  dime  ui)on  them,  nor  has  there  been  a  de- 
sire on  the  part  of  anyone  connected  with  them  to  injure  or  damage 
or  waste  seal  life;  on  the  contrary,  everything  has  been  done  by  the 
lessees,  past  and  present,  and  by  the  United  States,  to  foster  and  jiro- 
tect  it,  and  to  improve  the  methods  of  chiving  the  seals,  so  that  the 
herds  might  grow  and  thrive  and  incr<'ase,  and  perpetuate  themselves 
indefinitely.  Laws,  rules,  and  regulations  were  made  from  time  to 
time,  prompted  by  experience,  with  a  s'ie.w  to  add  to  the  .  ^V-  !'"''"'•  '•''••""  - 
value  ot  the  pro])erty,  and  to  abolish  everything  that  tiunDi  s.ai lit.-. 
was  not  benertcialandin  strict  accord  with  the  most  humane  ])rinciples. 
To  this  end  all  long  drives  were  prohibited,  and  aiiangemeiits  made 
by  which  the  killing  grounds  have  been  brought  as  near  the  hauling 
liiounds  as  is  i>racticable  without  being  injurious  to  the  breeding 
roitkeries. 

Orders  were  issued  by  which  the  driving  is  regulated  in  such  man- 
ner that  no  hauling  grounds  are  molested  or  disturbed  more  than 
iUKither,  and,  being  taken  in  rotation,  the  seals  are  allowed  several 
(liiys  rest  between  drives.  The  rules  for  driving  are  so  strict,  so  rig- 
idly enforced,  and  so  faithfully  carried  out,  that  I  har«lly  know  how 
tli(  y  could  be  im])roved  upon. 

li  •  opinion  tlie  cows  are  I  he  only  seals  that  g(»into  the  sea  to  feed 
tiDui  t!ie  time  thev  haul  out  in  Mav  till  thev  leave  the 

•     ,  ,         .  -VT  1  TV  1  ■  1  "...  toWNtllO  <lllh    MCalS 

islands  in  jNovember  or  December;  and  my  opinion  is   ti,at  i.av.<  islands  to 
i);is(Ml  on  the  fact  that  the  seals  killed  in  ]May   havi^  '''''• 
])l(iitv  of  food  in  their  stomachs,  mostly  codfish,  while  those  killed  in 
-Inly  have  no  signs  of  anything  like  food  in  their  stomachs. 

Again,  the  males  killed  for  tbo<l  as  the  season  advances  are  found  to 
be  poorer  and  poorer,  and  in  all  cas<'a  after  July  their  stomachs  are 
t'liipty.  I  am  convim-ed,  therefore,  that  none  but  mother  seals  go  into 
tile  sea  to  feed  during  the  summer  months,  and  this  acc(»unts  for  the 
sudden  decrease  in  tlie  herd  after  the,  sealing  schooners  be«'ame  so  nu- 
merous in  Bering  Sea  about  1884.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of  seals 
(Mtmino-  to  the  islands  in  the  last  three  or  lour  vears  ,, 
became  so  manifest  to  everyone  aeipiainted  with  the 
rookeries  in  earlier  days  that  various  theories  have  been  advanced  in 
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an  attempt  to  account  for  the  cansc  of  this  sudden  <'lian{;e,  and  tlie 
iollowiiig  are  some  of  them:  Ist,  "A  dearth  of  bulls  uiK)n  the  breed- 
ing rookeries;"  2d,  "Impotency  <)f  bulls,  caused  by  overdriving  while 
they  were  young  bachelors;"  and  3d,  ''An  epidemic  anumg  tiie  senls." 
The  "dearth  of  bulls  tlieory"  has  been  thoroughly  and  impartially 
investigated  without  discovering  a  cow  of  3  years  old 
or  over  on  the  rookeries  without  a  pup  by  her  side  at 
the  proper  time,  and  1  am  convinced  that  the  virgin  femah's  coming 
on  to  the  rookeries  for  the  first  tifue  are  the  oidy  ones  to  be  foun«l  there, 
witht)ut  pujis. 

The  investigation  establisiuMl  the  additiimal  fact  that  hundreds  of 

vigorous  bulls  were  lying  idle  on  the  r(»okeries  without  cows,  and  many 

others  had  to  content  themselves  witli  only  one  (U-  two. 

The  theory  of  "imi)otency  of  the  bull  through  overdriving"  whih; 

f  »i  II      y*"'"{?  ^^''*'^  "''*"  found  to  l>e  untrue,  and  it  was  shown 

"  """i'"  '■"*   "  *•    that  after  l.S7,S  all  long  drives  on  both  islands  had  been 

abolisluul,  and  inatead  of  driving  seals  from  <i  to  12  n»iles,  as  was  done 

in  Russian  times,  none  were  driven  to  exceed  2A  mih's. 

It  is  also  a  well-known  fact  that  none  but  the  ])liysically  strong  and 
aggressive  bulls  can  liohl  a  position  on  the  rookeries;  and  that  a  weak 
or  an  impotent  animal  has  no  desin^  to  go  there. 
The  epidemic  tliecny  was  urged  very  strongly  in  18t>l,  when  the 
rookeries  w(a'e  foun«l  covered   with  <lead  pups;  but  a 
•eais.'^ ''""**'"'  '""""^  careful  and  te<*hni(tal  examinati(»n  was  made  on  several 
of  the  dead   bodi<'s   witiiout   disc«»vcring   a   tra<;e  of 
organic  disease;  while  starvation   was  so  ai>]>arent  that  those  who 
examined  them  decided  that  it  was  the  true  cause  of  their  death.    Had 
siekness  or  disease  attacked  the  seal  herd,  it  is  oidy  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose a  few  grown  seals  would  be  found  dead  when^  so  many  young  ones 
had  died  so  suddenly;  but  the  most  diligent  search  has  failed  to  iind  a 
gr()wn  seal  dead  upon  the  islands  from  unknown  causes. 

From  the  discovery  of  the  islands  until  tiie  present  time  the  flesh  of 
the  fur-seal  has  been  the  daily  meat  ration  of  the  natives  and  of  the 
white  people,  and  yet  it  is  a  fact  that  a  tainted  or  diseased  eaicass  has 
never  been  known. 
In  my  opinion  the  solution  of  the  problem  is  plain.  It  is  the  shot 
I'ciiifiif  «<'aiiiif;  tiio  guu  aud  riflc  of  the  i>elagic  hunter  which  are  so 
oniy,iium'(.i(i...r..a«.>.  destructive  to  the  cow  seals  as  they  go  backwards  and 
forwards  to  the  fishing  banks  to  supi»ly  the  waote  caused  by  giving 
nourislnnent  to  their  ymiiig. 

At  this  time  they  are  destroyed  by  thousands,  and  their  young  of 

but  a  lew  weeks  old  must  necessarily  die  of  starvation,  for  nature  has 

jirovided  no  other  means  of  subsistences  for  them  at  this  time  of  life. 

Unless  the  pelagic  hunter  is  prevented  from  taking  seals  in  lierinj; 

^^ea  and  in  thv  North  Pacific,  the  Alaskan  fur  seal  will 

soon  cease  to  be  of  commercial  value. 

L.  A,  NOYES,  M.  I). 
Subscribed  and  sw(un  to  before  mv,  an  oflicer  empowered  to  admin 
istei-  oaths  under  section  11)7<»,  Hevised  Statutes  of  tiie  United  States, 


Vrotoctioii  iicci'ssarv. 


this  11th  day  of 


lune,  lSi>i> 


,  at  St.  (ieorge  Island,  Alaska. 

\Vm.  11.  Williams, 
Treasury  Aijcat  in  charge  of  ISeal  Inlands. 


RELATING   TO   PRIHILOF   ISLANDS. 


85 


aiiA  tlie 
ic,  V)r('t'(l- 
uji;  while 
lu'  seals." 
ipartially 
years  oUl 
or  sitle  at 
>s  coniiujj; 
mini  there 

iiulreds  of 
and  many 

ing"  while 
was  shown 
Is  had  been 
js  was  done 

stronf?  and 
bhat  a  weak 


I,  when  the 
pups;  but  a 
U'on  several 
-  a  trai^e  ol 
t  those  who 
death.    Had 
liable  to  sup- 
y  voung  ones 
"iled  to  find  a 

0,  the  flesh  ol 
^  and  of  the 
d  carcass  has 


ft' 


t,  is  the  shot 
hich  arc  s<. 
rtck wards  anU 
sed  by  giving 

their  young  of 
for  nature  has 
lime  of  lite, 
(eals  in  Bernii: 
In  fur  seal  will 

)YKS,  M.  I>. 
lered  to  admin 
ll I  uited  States, 

li. 

Imaams, 
llSeal  Islands. 
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Depoitition  of  Harrison  Gray  OtiSj  Treasury  aycnt,  in  charge  of  the  I'ribh 

lof  Islands. 

MANAGEMENT.      I'KLAGIO   SEALING. 

Los  An(}EI,ks,  Cal.,  April  3J,  1893. 

Harrison  Gray  Ot  is,  beingduly  sworn,  says :  I  am  a  resident  of  this  the 
city  of  Los  Angeles,  California;  am  president  of  the 
TiiiiesMirror  ('om|)any,  and  editor  and  manager  of  the 
l,(is  Angeles  J  )aily  Tinu's.  1  was  sjieeial  agent  of  the  Treasury  J  >e|)art- 
iiiciit.  -n  charge  of  the  fur-seal  islands  of  Alaska  during  the  years  JS70, 
issn,  and  1881,  and  imd  three  assistant  si)eeial  agents  stationed  at  the 
isliinds,  acting  under  my  directions.  During  these  years  1  was  ]»resent 
;it  the  islands  throughout  each  sealing  season,  having  my  head<|uarters 
on  the  island  of  St.  Paul,  and  visiting  the  smaller  island  of  St.  (Jeorge 
ciicli  season,  and  with  my  assistants  perst»nally  superintended  the  catch 
(it  seals  and  the  count  and  slii|nnent  of  skins  in  e\  eiy  instance.  During 
(•very  sealing  season,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  1  nnule  it  my 
s|i('(ial  business  to  ])ersonally  visit  ami  inspect  the  breeding  rookeries 
;iih1  llie  lianling  grounds  from  tinu^  to  time  with  a  view  to  intbrming 
iii>sclf  accuratj'iy  as  to  tln'ir  real  comlition,  especially  as  to  numbers, 
liiiltits.  and  habitat. 

ill  all  these  years  seals  of  all  classes  w«'re  ])iesent  at  the  islands  in 
v:isi  numbers,  so  that  the  annual  cat<'h  of  10(>,0(M>  skins, 
SO.(.(»n  <Mi  St.  J'anl  and  L'(»,(M)(>  on  St.  (ieorge,  was  ,^Ah,,miau..,urH«aiH, 
taken  with  great  ease  and  facility,  the  killing  season 
l-niper  extending  over  a  period  of  only  about  fcn-ty-tive  days  in  each 
year,  and  the  actual  working  days  being  only  from  thirty  two  to  thirty- 
live  ill  each  year. 

Dining  my  term  of  service  at  the  islands  I  nnule  careful  and  elabo- 
rate rei»orts  each  year  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  In  one  of  these 
it|Mirts,  date»l  .luly  .'}(►,  1S81.  I  embodied  a  conii)ilatiou  from  ttte  official 
ivduds  covering  a  i>eriod  fiom  1871  to  1881,  with  the  object  of  showing 
till' relative  abnuilance  of  the  s«'al  life  during  those  years.  The  tabel 
was  idi'ceded  in  my  rejuu-t  by  the  following  explanatory  ■y^^\,\,.y, 
laiiuiiiige:  "The  following  table,  covering  a  peiiod  of 
eleven  years,  shows:  (1)  The  number  of  seal  skins  taken  in  each  sealing 
Masdii  proi)eron  St.  Paul's  Island;  (2)  the  number  of  days  expen<ledin 
tlic  work;  (3)  the  lunnber  of  sealers  engaged;  (1)  the  average  number 
oIsIn ins  taken  per  day;  and  (5)  tie  average  daily  catch  per  man  en- 
t:a,u(Ml;  and  it  is  c<mlid<'ntly  submitted  as  the  most  solid  ground  we 
lia\c  to  stand  upon  in  att«'m])ting  an  answer  to  the  inquiry,  'Are  the 
fur  seals  of  Alaska  increasing  or  diminishing  in  numbers?'" 

lUielly  summarized,  the  table  shows  that  the  working  days  for  seal- 
[iii!^  proper  were  reduced  from  ~>ii  in  1871  to 3.5  in  1881; 
itiiai  the  average  daily  catch  was  increased  fr(«u  1,375 
liii  1S71  to  2,158  in  1881,  and  that  the  daily  average  catch  per  man  em- 
jliiiiyid  was  increased  from  21  in  1871  to  32  in  1881. 

lie  plain  lesson  taught  by  these  figures  and  comparisons  is  that  the 
Ivast  increase  in  the  seal  life  due  to  the  i)roper  and  ade- 
[<liiate  protection  of  the  rookeries  ami  of  the  waters 
jiKljarenfr  thereto  nu«de  it  jyossible  tor  the  lessees  to  take  the  full  quota 

f  l(Mt,(M)()  skins  in  the  very  slnut  period  of  from  thirty-three  to  thirty- 
Jive  working  days,  'n  truth,  so  abundant  were  the  seals  during  these 
>oars  that  after  the  close  oftlie  sealing  season,  abmit  July  20,  when  the 
btirc  number  of  100,000  skins  had  been  taken,  the  rookeries  and  haul- 
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iiip  prounds  still  lield  a  vast  population  of  those,  aiiiinals  and  it  re- 
quired an  ex[)ert  to  perceive  tlie  fact  that  they  hiul  been  depleted  at  all. 
During  those  years  the  sealing  season  coniinenc«'d  about  June  1st  to 
,   „  4th  and  closed  iuvariablv  before  the  L'Oth  of  Julv,  so 

that  the  disturbance  to  the  herd  Mas  conlined  to  tlie 
shortest  possible  period  of  time  and  redu<'<'d  to  the  mininuun.    Tlie 
eflect  of  this  was  of  course  most  excellent.    In  addition  to  which  fact 
the  skins  were  always  in  prime  condition  during  that 
period;  whereas,  later  on,  the  "stagey"  season  com- 
mences, when  the  skins  are  inferior  ainl  not  niailu'table. 
The  conspicuous  fact  most  ai>parent  to  me  during  all  those  years  was 
„  ,   ,,    ,    ,,„  ,    that  by  the  enlbit-ement  of  the  wise  laws  enacted  bv 
Congress  early  alter  the  a(<|Uisition  «»t  Alaska,  this 
precious  animal  life  could  be  and  was  protected  and  jjieserved  in  the 
fullest  measure,  and  that  being  so  protected  tlH>  natural  increase  of  the 
herds  more  than  olfset  the  annual  killing,  great  as  it  was. 

Tlie  most  scrui>ulous  care  was  always  taken  by  all  persons  at  the 
islands,  including  (Jovernnient  agents,  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Ccnnpany's  agents,  and  the  native  chiefs 
and  people,  to  s])are  am'  jjiotect  the  mother  seals,  wheth(U'  ui»oii  the 
rookeries  or  elsewhere  on  the  islands;  so  <-areful  were  we  in  that  re- 
gard that  whenever  a  female  seal  happened  to  be  driven  up  along  with 
a  herd  ol'  killable  seals,  or  "  bachelors,"  she  was  i>rom]>tly  distinguished 
from  the  males,  never  killed,  but  separated  from  the  mass  and  allowed 
to  make  her  w^ay  again  to  the  sea.  In  all  resjiects  great  cure  was  taken 
to  prevent  the  unnecessary  harassment  of  any  class  rtf  seals,  whether 
old  or  young,  male  or  female. 

The   breeding  rookeries  theiiis*>lves  were  never  under  any  circum- 
stances distiubed.    There  was  indeed  no  occasion  to 
tu^be.i'.*'"''*  °"'  '""■  ^^i«t>iil>  them,  because  the  killable  seals, or  "bachehn-s,'' 
from  3  to  "» years  old,  were  so  numerous  that  the  whole 
catch  (!ould  be  taken  from  this  class  with  the  ease  and  facility  which 
I  have  already  described. 
Besides,  under  the  ()))eration  of  the  natural  laws  governing  the  sju'cies 
,     ,         in  their  habitat,  the  classes  are  distiiu-tly  sc^parated  on 

Classes  of  seals.         i        i     i.i       i      n  i  •         ^i       i  i- 

land,  the  bulls,  cows,  and  piipsoccujtying  the  breeding 
rookei'ies  pr«>per,  while  what  are  known  as  the  "  bacheh)rs,"  to  wit, 
those  young  males  which  have  not  ari-ivcd  at  the  dignity  of  being  the 
heads  of  harems,  haul  out  of  th(^  sea  and  gather  upon  the  shores  sej)- 
arate  and  apart  from  the  bree(liug  ro(»keries,  so  tliat  the  driving  hu' 
killing  ])urposes  could  tlu'u  be  rcjidily  done  Avitlioiit  interfering  with 
the  breeding  rookeries.  Thus  a  wise  deference  on  the  part  of  man  t(» 
the  habits  of  this  systematic  race  of  animals  can  be  turned  to  valuabh' 
account  and  nature  be  niiide  to  reinforce  commerce  in  her  work. 
During  those  years  the  lawless  occujtatioii  of  seal  j)oachiiig  was  in 
its  infancy.  Marauding  vessels,  it  is  true,  appeared 
from  time  to  time  in  these  waters,  but  the  islands  were 
so  well  guarded  that  during  my  term  of  otlice  there  never  was  a  sue 
cessful  raid  or  landing  u])on  eitht^r  of  the  islands  of  St.  Paul  or  St. 
George.  The  only  landing  upon  any  island  of  the  group  was  made  in 
June,  1881,  upon  the  unoccui)ied  island  of  Otter  (not  included  in  th(^ 
lease),  as  described  in  my  special  report  to  the  Sexa-etary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, dated  July  4,  1881.  On  that  occa^tion  a  predatory  scluxmer  suc- 
ceeded in  lauding  a  boat's  crew,  wlu)  killed  forty  or  tifty  seals,  when 
they  were  driven  off  by  a  boat  sent  by  me  for  that  purpose  from  St, 
Paul,  about  G  miles  distant. 


>'o  raids  in  1881. 
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Kcw  (l(^;i(l  |)ii|>M. 


Another  prat  lieal  |»rot>f  of  Mie  tact  that  tlie  seals 
increasing  dnring  those  yeurs  on  St.  Panl's  [sland  was 
ti»nnd  in  th<^  fact  that  a  largt^  overplus  t'oiind  their  way 
to  tlie  Island  of  Otter,  a  small  island  about  six  miles 
away,  and  not  in(;Iu«leil  in  the  Alaska  ('tuninereial 
Company's  lease.  Otter  was  n()t  a  breeding  island,  but  a  h)aHug  and 
resting  place  ibr  the  ''bachelor"  seals,  which  congregattMl  theie  to  the 
iiinnber  of  several  thousands  tluriiig  the  season.  1  note<l  the  move- 
ment with  care,  and  believed  then  that  with  due  i)rotecti(m  the  island 
woidd  in  time  have  become  a  breeiling  island  like  the  others,  only  to  u 
lesser  extent.  My  vitsws  and  observations  in  regard  to  Otter  Island 
were  set  out  in  a  special  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated 
April  1,  1882. 

.My  observation  in  regard  to  the  jmp  seal  life  during  those  years  was 
tliat  the  loss  from  natural  causes  was  exceetlingly 
small.  I  made  fretinent  visits  to  the  breeding  rook 
flies  during  and  after  the  close  of  tlu^  breeding  season,  anil  found  <mly 
avcry  small  number  of  dead  bodies;  itwasaran^  thingto(lntladea<l  pup 
seal.  In  (me  of  my  oHicial  reports  I  made  an  estimate  of  the  loss  li-om 
natural  causes,  Mdiieh  I  tixccl,  I  believe,  at  only  1  or  2  per  cent  of  all 
classes.  S<mie  of  these  loss<\s  were  diu'  to  their  perhajjs  too  early 
aitcmpts  to  swim.  When  the  pup  is  a  few  months  old 
the  mother  seal  eoiiducts  it  to  the  water  and  teiuhes  it  ^Ji,',','"*  '"««'"•"«  *<> 
to  swim  near  the  shore.     If  a  heavy  sea  is  eneounten'd  '''"^ 

the  weak  little  i)up  is  liable  to  be  thrown  by  the  surf  against  the  rocks 
and  killed,  but  under  natural  conditions  and  with  the  protection  to  the 
rookeries  formerly  enlbrced  at  the  islands,  the  losses  from  this  cause 
and  all  others  combined  (sav<'i  alone  the  anthori/.etl  killing)  amounted 
t(t  an  inlinitesimal  i»ei'centage  of  the  whole  numbers  in  the  herds. 

The  i)ractice  formerly  i)revaiied  of  permitting  the  native  people  to 
kill  a  very  considerable  numbcT  of  four-months'  old 
]mi)S  for  food.  This  was  done  about  November  in  each 
year,  the  numbers  so  killed  being  5,(>0(>  on  St.  Paul  Island  and  l,rtOO 
on  St.  George  Island.  After  observation  and  study,  I  satisfied  myself 
that  the  number  of  pup  seals  st)  killed  might  properly  bo  diminished 
(somewhat,  although  it  coidd  only  be  done  against  strong  opposition  on 
the  part  of  the  nati\'*i  i>e«>ple,  who  are  spetsiaily  i)artial  to  the  meat  of 
pup  seals,  claiming  that  for  i)urpo.ses  of  salting  and  preservation  for 
winter  food  the  meat  of  the  older  seals  is  unfit.  I,  however,  restricted 
the  killing  of  pups  to  3,000  on  St.  Paul  Island  and 
1.000  on  St.  George  Island,  upon  the  (ionditiou  and  ^tS^  "*''''''''' '''^ 
aureement  on  the  part  of  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company,  which  also  favored  the  restriction,  that  it  would  supply  to  the 
native  people,  in  lieu  of  the  puj)  seal  meat  taken  away,  a  sullitaent 
qnantity  of  corned  beef  and  canned  milk  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  the 
iulnibitants.  Deference  was  always  i»aid  to  tlu^  wants  and  the  fixed 
tastes  of  the  native  people  and  tlu'ir  families  in  this  matter  of  supply 
ing  young  seal  meat  for  their  subsistence,  for  the  I'eason  that  the  entire 
seal  industry  at  these  islands  has  always  depended  in  so  large  a  meas- 
ure upon  the  skill  and  labor  of  tlu^se  people,  who  have  invariably  been 
employed  to  take  the  skins,  and  have  no  other  occui)atiou  whatever.  In 
tlie  plethoric  condition  of  the  rookeries  during  the  period  of  my  service 
at  the  islands,  and  with  the  vast  numbers  of  seals  of  all  kinds,  there 
was  uotany  dirticulty  about  the  matter  of  either  food  seals  or  the  taking 
ot  seal  skins  for  commercial  purposes.  Stringency  could  only  arise  by 
tiie  general  destructiou  of  the  seal  lite  which  has  taken  place  in  recent 
years. 
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Ill  n';fanl  to  iUv  l»roii<l  qiu'stinii  of  t.lie  protoction  of  tlio  Koal  life  at 
our  possessions  in  11m'  iW'iin^'  Sea,  1  have  clour  and  diM-idi'd  views.     1 
think  tlint^  has  been  a  criminal  waste  of  this  most 
,„'„""''""'  "'""'  "'■  precious  animal  life,  and  that  the  whole  recent  era  of 
<lestriU'tion  shouhl  have  been  averted  by  tlut  pi-ompt 
and  f(ueil)le  interfenMu-e  of  the  (lovernnuMit.     It  is  a  fjreat  industry, 
that  deserves  tlui  fullest  ])r(»teetion,  whether  the  (Jov- 
ernnu'nt  and  people  of  the  I'niti'd  States,  or  those  of 
(ireat  liritain,  or  Canada,  or   iiussia,  are  concerned. 
All  have  interests  more  or  less  in  common  in  tln^  perpetuation  of  tlie 
seal  life  atid  the  i>ri'servation  of  this  industry.     The  destruction  of  the 
seals  results  only  in  loss  to  all.     When  they  'Mv,  puie,  ther«'  are  no 
lon;><'r  any  seals  t()  (piarrel  over  and  no  need  of  the  moditu  i-irt'iidi.     I 
believe  that  (Mir  (loverument  should  have  sou,uhl  the  coo])eration  of  that 
of  Russia,  an<l  that  they  shouldjoinlly  have  tlirowiLa  powerful  licet  into 
those  waters  and  protected  the  conunon  interest.     There  is  no  qiicstioii 
in  my  miiul  but  that  a  vast  deal  of  tlie  destruction  which  has  been  j;<)in;jf 
„  ,    .      ,.  on  in  recent  vear.s  is  dirci'tlv  due  to  the  lawless  kiilini;' 

in  the  open  sea  on  the  annual  iiiiii>rations  ot  the  leniale 
seals  northward  to  tlie  seal  islands  for  the  purpose  of  bearing;"  their 
yoiinjj,  and  lat<'r,  on  their  voyages  from  the  rot>keries  to  the  a<ljaci'nt 
iishinj^  banks  in  search  of  food.  You  can  no  more  preserve  the  seal 
life  at  tlu'se  islands  with  thesi'  destructive  methods  in 
ti.m.'""''^"''*  iiontruc  y„j,.,„.  t),,,,,  y„„  ,.,)„ld  preserve  a  band  of  sheep  or  any 
race  of  domestic  animals  by  turnin<>'  loos(>  a  pack  of 
wolves  to  raid  them  betwejMi  their  ])asture  {^rounds  and  their  corrals. 
A  fur  seal  is  an  animal  of  liijih  and  line  organism,  with  wonderful  deli- 
(;acy  and  sensitiveness,  and  however  much  attached  to  their  natural 
land  habitat  they  uiay  be,  are  easily  driven  therefrom  by  violent  meth- 
ods, whether  ui>on  land  or  in  the  water.  TIu;  whole 
secret,  in  my  Judgment,  of  the  preservation  of  the  seal 
life  at  tin;  L'libilof  Islands  and  in  tlie  IJering  S«'a  lies 
iu  a  jirompt  return  to  those  early  methods  of  iirescrvation.wliieh  pro- 
duced such  marvelous  results  for  good  dining  tlu'.  earlier  years  of  our 
imssession  of  tlu'  islands.  The  supi)ression  of  unlawful 
jm.iiibi-  .^ji^j  ini.^,.^>ii.ii,(.,),is  seal  killing,  whether  in  the  open  sea 
or  along  our  northern  coasts,  is  the  essential  thing,  in 
my  .judgment,  to  resuscitate  this  great  industry  and  prevent  the  utter 
extermination  of  the  seal  life. 

To  one  like  myself,  having  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  subject,  de- 
rived from  close  jiersonal  observation  and  study  on  the  ground,  it  is 
amazing  that  there  should  have  been  so  much  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
countries  most  concerned,  in  arriving  at  a  full  agreement  for  the  ade- 
quate protection  of  this  unique  and  valuable^  industry.  Indiscriminate 
])oaclMng  has  only  resulted  in  injury  to  the  common  interest,  benetiting 
only  the  few  lawless  poachers  who  have  been  suttcred  to  invade  what 
should  be  treated  as  sacred  marine  territory. 

I  desire  to  add  that  I  have  not  now%  and  never  have  had,  any  pecun- 
iary or  propertv  inteiH'st  whatever,  directly  or  iiidire(^tly,  in  the  sealing 
industry,  and  that  I  look  upon  this  (pn^stion  simply  as  an  American 
citizen  desirous  of  seeing  that  which  belongs  to  our  Government  and 
people  defended  and  protected  to  the  uttermost. 

llAiMHsoN  Gray  Otis. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  25th  day  of  April,  1892. 

[L.  S.]  FlJliDEKICK   IIaKKNESS, 

Notary  Public. 
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MANAfSKMKM'.      IIAIUTS.      I'HLAOIIC  SKALINa. 

DlSTlJICT   OF  Con  Mill  A. 

('if If  *0    Wash inif ton.  ss: 

licnjaiiiiii  l'\  SciilduT,  hciiij;  duly  sworn,  dcijosrs  ami  says:  I  am  GO 
yrars  <>t'a};e,  and  a  pliarmacist  l)y  prolcssion.  My  n-s- 
idcncu'  is  New  AlWany,  Imi.  In  .Inly,  ISTS,  I  Wiis  ap- 
l>(»iM(('d  assistant  Treasury  a^^cnl  lor  the  seal  ishnnls,  iind  arrive<l  on 
siiid  islands  in  May,  IS7().  1  landed  at  St.  (ieoi';;^  Island  and  renniined 
there  contiiuitMisly  until  Au;iust,  I.S.S(»,  exeept  a  part  of  tiie  season  of 
ISSO  I  spent  on  St.  i'anl  Island.  Dniin^r  this  tinn;  i  made  a  earei'ul 
study  ol'seal  lite  in  eonne<-tion  witii  my  ollieial  duties,  and  also  lor  my 
own  salisl'aetion.  I  notired  durin;;'  this  periojl  no  jjereeptilde  inereaso 
in  the  breeding;'  rookeries  on  St.  (i«'orj;e.  'i'iiere  was 
always  in  botli  seasmis  a  j>reat  suHieieney  of  adult  ,|,.JI!i;,"'-'^'  "'  '"'""' 
males  to  serve  all  the  females  coming'  to  the  island,  and 
1  noticed  each  year  a  jL>'reat  niimhei-  of  idle,  vi^^orous  bulls  beiiind  the 
lireediuf'jinmnds  who  eonld  not  obtain  eonsorts,  and  one  of  tlu'se  j-xlra 
Itulls  always  took  the  place  of  an  old  mah^  unable 
lousier  to  b«',  of  use  for  bieedin;^  purposes.  It  is  my  i,,,"''^''''''"*''  ''""'''  "^ 
opinion  that  a  bull  is  abh^  to  fertiliz«'  a  hundred  or 
more  cows,  and  this  fa<'t  I  bas«^  upon  my  observations  of  the  habits  and 
conditions  of  the  nniles  while  located  on  the  rookeri«'S.  Jt  is  utterly 
iist'lessto  <'ndeavor  to  estimate  t\w  nund)er  of  seals  on  the  islands.  Oue 
mi}j;ht  as  well  try  to  estimate  a  swarm  of  locusts,  tor  they  are  e(»nstantly 
ill  motion,  n(!Ver  for  an  instant  se<^minj;'  to  be  at  rest.  The  breeding' 
rookeries  <ran,  (tf  course,  be  measured  from  yeai'  to  year,  and  these 
measurements  would  show  an  increase  or  decr<'ase  of  seal  life,  tor  the 
liarems  on  the  rookery  are  iu  close  proximity,  whether  there  are  lew  or 
a  i>Teat  many  of  tliem. 

The  areas  covered  by  these  rttokeries  are  very  broken  ami  uneven,  on 
account  of  the  huj;e  unisses  of  rock  which  arc  distributed  iu  unecpnil 
<|uantities  over  the  surlace  of  every  rookery.     Therefore,  to  count  the 
seals  on  a  ;:iven  area  and  use  thattoestimat*^  the  whole  number  on  the 
rookery  would  be  absurd.     The  estinnitesol' the  number  of  seals  which 
liave  been  nnule  lieietofore  sire  entirely  unreliable  in   my  opinion,  and 
no  dejyentlence  or  calculations  should  be  based  on  such  guesses.   Never 
while  I  was  on  St. (l(M)rj4e  Islaml  did  I  see  a  dead  i>up 
on  the  rookeries,  and  I  certainly  should  have  notice<l   ^^^'  '''^^'"'  i"'i"*  '" 
if  there  had  been  any  number  on  the  island.     In  my 
judjiinent,  and  from  my  knt)wledj;e  of  the  habits  and  (conditions  of  seal 
life,  I  would  state  that  a  imp  born  in  the  water  Mould  certainly  perish, 
;ind  T  n<'ver  saw  during'  my  experience  a  i)Ui)  land  on   the  island  with 
tlie  fenuvles  when  they  arrived  in  the  early  summer,  an<l  1  never  heard 
of  such  a  ciise.     I  am  <!onfident  that  if  a  mother  seal 
was  kilhKl  while  absent  from  the  island  her  i)up  would    ^'"'""'  •"■  *"'"""'•"'• 
die  of  starvation  in  a  few  days,  for  the  female  seal  will  m)t  suckle  ar 
pu])  but  her  own.    While  on  St.  George  Island  I  attended  nearly  ever^ 
killing  of  the  bachelor  seals  (which  are  the  ones  taken  for  their  skins) 
and  also  many  drives.    1  very  fre<piently  went  over      .  . 
the  gnmnd  where  a  drive  had  been  made,  after  such     "*'"-■ 
liad  taken  place.    I  became  familar  with  the  m.aimer  of  driving,  hand- 
ling, and  killing  the  seals  by  the  natives,  and  I  con- 


sider the  methods  employed  by  them  to  be  practically 
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Nr)rHiiiiileii  kiliuU  on 
Uluiiilii. 

IcHsoos  tliat  tlio 

Xo  ovurtlrivinK. 


]»«if»>('t,  aiul  no  irni»rovciiiont  can  1m'  iiiiidi'  <»ii  mikIi  iih'HumIs.  Tlic  gw.xt 
est  ciirr  is  always  takoii  not  to  licat  the  soals  in  ilrivin;;'  tliciii,  and  in 
<;use  til  >  sun  canits  out  (lui'in<;  a  diivo  tlu^  s(>als  were  allowed  to  return 
lu  tin;  H<>a. 
Only  two  Irnntlcs  wrni  ever  killed,  to  my  knowledfje,  by  the  natives 
in  di'ivin;::.  I  tln'U  made  every  elVort  to  diseover  wlio 
liad  killed  them,  my  object  bein;;  to  thoroughly  impress 
on  the  minds  of  the  natives  and  the  agents  of  the 
aeeident  must  not  o(;eur  ajinin.  it  was  a  very  rare  oe- 
eurren<'<'  lor  a  seal  to  be  killed  by  overdrivinj;.  I  never 
saw  or  heard  of  a  seal  bein;;'  injured  by  driviii}>;  or  re- 
driviny,  and  I  am  certain  that  the  reproductive  or^^ans  of  a  seal  were 
never  injurtid  by  any  such  means.  'rh(>  idea  that  the  virility  of  a  male 
seal  was  iinpaire<l  by  ilrivin;;'  or  redrivin;;'  is  pre|Misterous,  for  a  male 
seal  which  can  siirvivi^fastin;?  for  three  months,  ami  the  serious  wounds 
and  violent  exertions  (d*  eonlliets  on  the  rookeries,  besides  serviii};'  so 
many  temales,  coiihl  stand  almost  any  amount  of  driving;  while  a  bach- 
elor. While  I  was  on  the  islands  there  were  no  raids  on  the  rof>keries, 
and  seal  life  was  never  depletcul  at  that  tinn*  by  such  means.  The  seal 
herd  which  fie«|ueiits  St.  I'aul  and  St.  (icorfje  can  be 
■a^y"^*^'^'"'"  """"""■  only  preserved,  in  my  opinion,  by  preventing'  all  kill- 
inj;'  of  seals  t^xcept  on  the  islands,  where  judicious 
rejjfulat  ion  scan  be  enforced  as  to  tlu'  number,  sex,  »<ic,  and  conditions 
of  the  seals  to  Ix*  ti'iken;  otherwise  extr'rmiiiation  will  result  in  a  very 
short  time.  Jf  the  s<'al  herd  is  protected,  aiitl  the  re;;ulatioiis  now  in 
force  are  maintained,  a  hundred  thousand  seals  can  be  taken  iiiually 
from  these  islands  for  an  indelinite  time,  provided  the  seal  life  ,  i Mowed 
to  repiin  its  normal  e(uidition  from  the  <lrain  latiOy  made  u|i.>uitby 
the  indiscriminate  shiuj;liter  o<'casionod  by  open  sea  sealiny. 

Ji.  F.  SiJiniiNEU. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  m(^,  a  notarv  public  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  V.  S.  A.,  this  L'.'jd  day  of"  April,  l.S!>2. 

[L.  S.]  SKVKI.LON  ^\.    liROVVN. 

Xolary  Public. 
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Deposiiion  o/Lron  Slosft,  mcmherof  ihc  firm  of  Lou  h  Sloss  d:  Co.,fu)-rierii 
and  HUimintcudent  for  the  former  Uimccs  on  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

MANAGEMENT.      PKLACIIG   .S.^ATJNG. 


State  of  Caltfo  {nia, 

City  and  Coi  ity  of  San  Francifico,  hh: 


Leon  Sloss,  hav 
ol 


Experience. 


Fr 


director  of  the  A 
the  partnership  o\ 
past  fifteen  years 


^  been  duly  sworn,  dei)oses  and  says :  I  am  33  years 

ge,  a  native  of  California,  and  a  resident  of  Saa 

iciseo,   California.     J    was  for    several    years    a 

ska  Commercial  Com]>any,  and  am  a  member  of 

Lcmis  Sloss  »&  Co.,  and  have  been  engaged  for  the 

a  dealing  iu  wools,  hides,  and  fur  skins,  but  have 

now  uo  interest  in  seals  or  sealeries. 

I  was  superintendent  pro  tempore  of  the  sealeries  of  Ahiska  in  the 
interim  from  1882  to  1885,  inclnsive,  during  the  illness  of  II.  H.  Mcln- 
tyre,  the  regular  superintendent,  and  spent  the  sealing  season  of  those 
three  years  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  iu  the  personal  management  of  the 
business.  I  am,  therefore,  by  reason  of  this  service  anil  of  my  active 
employment  at  all  other  times  in  the  office  of  the  Alaska  Commercial 
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Conipimy  from   IS77  fo  tliis  «liit<',  iU'»|iiiiiii(«'<l  wiMi  «'\ory  aspect  of  (In* 
l)iisiM<>.ss.     All  iiil vices  IVorii  our  Loiuioii  agents,  ainl  iiirniniation  in  rr 
^'aril  to  tll(^  scalsUiii  iiiarkct  fioiii  ali  suiirccs,  passed  tliroii};|i  my  liaiitls, 
ami  iiistnietioiKS  to  the  a;;('iits  of  tlie  eoiupany  in  regard  fo  tlieelass  of 
skins  desired  emanated  from  time  to  tinu^  from  me.     I  had  iioilitlimlty 
in  ^iettin^;;  the  size  and  \vei;;ht  of  skins  as  ordered,  nor  had  my  prede- 
cessors in  the(»fliee.  np  to  antl  inclndinji'  1SS4.  'I'he casks 
in  which  we  packed  them   for  shipment  were  made  by  ,.J^l'^['^  parUiiut 
tll(^  same  man  for  many  years,  and  woie  always  otuid- 
form  si/e.     In  is,sr»  these  casks  axcra^cd  ahont  47A  skins  each,  and  hi 
l.s.S(»  they  avc'raj;ed  about  r)().|  skins  each,  as  siiown  by  the  lecoi'ds  in 
our  oHieo.     After  this  date  the  nnndu'r  iiicieased,  and  in   isss  they 
avera^t'd  about  "Mi  skins  per  «'ask,  ami  in  ISSM  averaj;ed  about  «I0  skiuH 
per  cask.     These  latter  were  not  such  skins  as   we  wanted,  but  the 
sujterintendent  on  the  islands reporlcd  that  they  wer«>  tlu'  b<'st  he  eould 

K«'t  • 

The  work  of  takinj- the  annual  "cat<h"  was  done  in  ISSJ,  ISHl,  ami 
188.">  under  my  nnina^irnicnt  in  the  same  way  in  every  particular  as 
uiulermy  pri'deeessor.  The  seals  were  caiefully  dri\»-n, 
handled,  and  killed  in  an  orderly  manner,  tlie  wlioh^ 
work  beinjn'  carried  on  as  systi'inalically  and  (piiftly  as  in  the  w»'ll  con- 
ducted shni}Jthterh(tuses  in  our  cities.  Tlu^  talk  ai»out  lastin;:'  injury 
resultinj;'  from  overexertion  to  such  seals  as  are  turned  back  to  the 
water  after  having'  been  driv<Mi  to  the  killinji"  fiiounds  is  nonsense, 
'fhe  manaji^'inent  v'.  the  rottkeries  the  lirsl  lil'teen  years  of  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company's  leasts  resulteil  in  a  lar;;e  increase 
of  Heals.  The  same  business  mana};(>nu'nt  continued,  and  the  sanu; 
system  was  pursued  to  the  end  of  tlu^  term,y«'t  in  the  last  live  yeara 
tli(^  rook  1  ies  fell  off.  Clearly  it  was  throujih  n«»  fault 
of  the  company,  and  nvsulted  fronj  s(tnu'  cause  beyond 
tlu'ir  contnd.  J  do  not  think  the  Alaska  ('onnnercial  Company  made 
any  mistakes '.n  mami<;'lng'lhe  seal  herd.  They  handled 
them  in  every  respect  as  1  would  have  done  if  they  had  .^"«1'"  s'x.ivis.ii  uy 
l)een  my  own  personal  j>roperty,  and  as  1  would  do  it  fumiiany. 
tiiey  were  now  to  eonu'  into  my  hands.  Jf  they  erred 
in  any  particular  in  their  inana;;ement,  it  was  in  their  futile  attem]ttin 
1888  and  188!)  to  stoii  the  waste  of  seal  life  at  tin'  island  siji^-ot  whiUnt 
was  runninj;-  out  at  the  bunjjinde  of  pelaj^ic  sealin*;'. 

The  record  shows  that  we  did  not  linisli  the  catch  as  early  in  ISS.l  as 
liad  bi^en  dime  in  former  years.     I  do  not  think  this  was  from  any  lack 
of  seals,  but  was  caused  l)y  ^'reatereare  in  making' our  selectitui  of  ani- 
mals to  be  kiUed.     I  saw  no  diminution  of  seal  life  dur- 
iufjf  my  three  years  on  the  island.    The  outlines  of  the   ,^i!';|'  "''"■'•'^■•''"'  "i*  to 
rookeries  remained  just  about  the  same  fr()m  year  t<» 
year.    I  was  told  at  ihe  time  that  there  had  formerly  been  a  largo  in- 
crease, and  did  not  then  understand  why  it  di<l  not  continue,  as  every 
"ondition  seemed  favorable  for  it.    There  w  ;re,  apparently,  an  abun- 
dance of  bulls  for  service;  every  (!ow  seemec!  to  ha\e 
a  pup  and  all  were  healthy  and  in  good  condition. 
Xo  females  were  killed,  and  in  the  natural  order  of     ^'>  f«jti"UH  uiiie.i 
growth  there  ought  to  have  been  at  this  time  a  con- 
stantly increasing  area  covered  with  breeding  rookeries.    Yet  such 
was  not  the  case.    The  explanation  of  the  matter  came  later  when  we 
fairly  awoke  to  the  fact  that  our  animals  were  being  slaughtered  by 
tens  of  thousands  in  the  North  Paciflc.     I  knew  in  a 
commercial  way  from  our  sales  catalogue  that  a  very  ge'^g."'  "^  p^'^s*" 
large  number  of  "  Victoria  skins,"  as  they  were  called. 
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were  being  sent  tomarlcet,  and  that  this  luiniber  grew  constantly  larger; 

but  1  (lid  not  then  know,  as  I  now  do,  that  each  skin 

sold  representatcd  a  waste  of  two  or  three  and  perhaps 
even  four  or  live  seals  to  obtain  it.  Kor  was  any  attention  given  to  the 
now  well  known  fact  that  these  animals  were  a  part  of  our  herd,  as 
wrongfully  stolen  from  us,  I  believe,  as  luy  «'attle  would  be  if  driven  in 
and  approi)riated  from  the  highwav  when  lawfully  feeding. 

Pr(.f.  ir.  W.  Elliott  says  in  his  report  of  1874  tliat:  "With  regard  to 

the  increase  of  seal  life,  I  do  not  think  it  Avitliiu  the  power  of  Inunan 

maiuigenuMit  to  ])roniote  this  end  to  the  slightest  apjueciable  degree 

beyond  its  present  extent  and  conditioi!  in  a  state  of  nature." 

if  he  means  by  the  words  "in  a  state  of  nature,"  a  condition  in  which 

no  slaughter  is  allowed,  I  quite  agree  with  hiui;  but  1 
Breeding  of  seals.  ^^^^  ],<,t  agree  that  the  increa.^e  can  not  be  aided  by 
killing  surplus  bulls.  When  herded  in  coMnnon  i)asture,  the  greatest 
number  of  progeny  from  our  domestic  animals  will  unquestionably  be 
brought  forth  and  li'  to  adult  age  if  a  large  portion  of  the  nmles  have 
been  killed  or  (castrated.  The  same  no  doubt  holds  good  Avith  respect 
to  tlie  seals.  It  is  only  when,  as  in  the  case  of  the  seals,  that  the  mothers 
and  young  offspring  are  slaughtered  that  the  increase  is  checked.     1 

am  infoi-med  bv  our  London  sales  agent,  and  belie\e. 
Mostly  females  taken.  ^^^.^^  nearly  ov  quitc  niiie-teuths  of  the  Victoria  catch 

is  (!<miprised  of  females. 
I  am  asked  if  a  zone  of  prohibition  about  the  islands,  a  territ(nial 

]imitati(m,  oi-  a  close  season  ibr  pelagic  seahng,  one  or 
zra;o   useless    for  ^^jj  ^^j-  ^i|(ij,(.  ic'strictious  will  iiot,  iu  luv  opiiiion,  lu'ove  a 

suflicient  restraint  u])on  marine  hunters  to  allow  the 
rookeries  to  grow  again.  I  answer  emphatically  no.  I  do  not  believe 
they  will  suftice,  and  my  answer  is  without  personal  bias,  for  I  am  not 
now  engaged  in  the  seal.><kin  trade  and  have  no  interest  influx  industry 
other  than  that  of  the  average  American  citizen  The  scarcity  of  seals 
aiul  c<uisequent  high  ])rice  of  skins  stimulates  the  ingenuity  of  every 
man  in  the  business  either  to  evade  restriction  or  invent  more  certain 

methods  for  cai)turing  the  animals.    The  rookeries  are 
"  doomed  to  certain  destruction  unless  brought  within 

the  sole  management  of  those  on  the  islands,  whose 
interest  it  is  to  care  for  them.  Marine  scaling  should  be  absolutely 
prohibited  and  the  prohibition  enforced. 

I  have  handled  many  sealskins  roiniiig  from  both  north  and  simth 
of  this  port,  and  can  readily  distinguish  the  ditference  between  them. 
Those  from  the  southern  islands  are  from  a  ditferent  species  from  tlie 
Alaskans,  and  both  differ  from  the  Asiatic  skins.  The  skins  from  the 
warmer  latitudes  are  greatly  inferior.  The  fur  is  short  and  thin,  and 
of  a  reddish  brown  color.  They  can  be  detected  at  on<'e.  It  is  not  as 
eas/to  distinguish  the  Alaska  fnnn  the  Asiatic  skins,  but  exjierts  in 
handling  them,  nevertheless,  do  it  with  unerring  accuracy. 

Leon  Sloss. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1802, 
[sKAL.j  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fublic. 
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Deposition  of  William  H.    Williams,  Treasury  agent  in  charge  of  the 

Pribilof  Islands. 

MANAOEMENT.      PELAGIC   SEALING. 
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William  IT.  Williams,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  reside  at 
Wellington,  Ohio,  and  am  i)o  years  of  age ;  tliat  1  am  the 
United  States  Treasury  Agent  in  charge  (jf  the  Seal       ^^pi""""-"- 
Islands  in  Bering  Sea;  that  in  pxirsiian(;e  of  Department  instriKitioiis  to 
me  of  May  27, 1891,  1  made  a  careful  examination  during  tlie  sealing 
season  of  the  habits,  nund)ers,  and  conditions  of  the  seals  and  seal  rook- 
eries with  a  view  of  reporting  to  the  l)e]>artment  from  observation  and 
such  knowledge  on  the  sidjject  as  1  migiit  obtain  whetlier  <u'  not  in  my 
opinion  the  seals  are  diminisliingon  the  Pribilof  Islands,  and,  if  so,  the 
cunses  therefor;  that  as  a  result  of  such  investigation  I  Ibund,  from  the 
Kcutements  made  to  me  by  the  natives  on  said  islands,  (iovernment 
Agents,  Employes  of  the  lessees,  some  of  whom  had  been  on  said  islands 
for  many  years,  that  a  decrease  in  nujuber  of  seals  had 
been  gradually  going  on  since  1885,  and  that  in  the  sine..' isk ''"'*''*"'^ 
last  tliree  years  the  decrease  had  been  very  rapid. 

A  careful  and  frequent  examination  of  the  hauling  grounds  and 
breeding  rookeries  by  myself  and  assistant  agents  during  the  months 
of  June,  July,  and  August  showed  that  the  seals  had  greatly  dimin- 
ished in  number,  and  we  found  large  vacant  spaces  on  all  the  rook- 
eries which  in  former  years  during  these  months  had  been  covered  by 
thousands  of  seals;  that  prior  to  1888  the  lessees  had  been  able  to  take 
100,000  skins  from  male  seals,  but  I  am  (ilearly  of  the  Q„jy  onpthini  of 
o])inion  that  not  more  than  one-third  of  that  number  qinrta  "f.Nkiim  <oiiid 

7.  ii.111'  111  i_  ii  !•  iK'  taken  iii  18UI. 

ot  merchantal)le  skins  could  have  been  taken  duiing 
the  year  1891 .  rurtliermore,  I  made  careful  inquiry  of  the  people  on  the 
islands,  both  native  and  white,  ami  of  those  who  were  or  had  been 
emidoyed  as  masters  or  mates  on  sealing  vessels,  and  oth«M's  interested 
on(!  way  or  auother  in  tlie  capture  of  fur  seals  for  food  or  for  profit,  and 
i'ailed  to  And  any  of  them  but  who  admitted  that  tlie  number  of  seals 
in  the  Bering  Sea  was  miicli  less  lunv  than  a  few  years  since,  and  nearly 
all  of  them  gave  it  as  tlieir  oi)inion  that  the  detaease 
in  number  was  due  to  jielagic  hunting,  or,  as  they  more  p,.u,'Jic  squint'"  '  *" 
frequently  expressed  it,  the  killing  of  females  in  the 
water.  It  was  freely  atlmilted  by  the  pelagic  hunters  with  whom  I 
conversed  that  but  a  very  small  per  cent  of  their  cat<'h  was  males,  and 
1  tbund  their  statements  in  this  respect  verified  by  the  dealers  who 
bought  or  hainHed  tlie  skins  and  placed  them  on  tiie  market.  They 
are  known  to  the  tra<le  as  the  "North  West  coast  catch,"  and  1  am 
credibly  informed  that  a  i>oriioii()f  the  skin  on  the  belly  of  the  feniale 
heavy  with  pup  or  giving  suck  to  her  young  is  worthless,  and  that  this 
is  one  of  the  cliief  causes  why  they  are  sold  so  much  less  than  prime 
skins  in  the  London  Market.  They  also  further  stated  -ii,,.  ,„„st  pmiitai.io 
that  the  two  most  i)rotitabh'  periods  for  them  U)  catch  pf nod  tor  poUgio 
seal  was  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  when  the  lemales  were  *"*"  '"'''■ 
heavy  with  pup  and  Irequently  found  asleej)  on  the  water,  and  in  the 
summer,  after  the  mother  seal  had  given  birth  to  her  y<mng  and  gone 
out  into  the  sea  to  feed,  at  which  time  she  was  easily  approai'hed. 

The  investigation  further  disclosed  the  fact  that  of  the  large  num- 
ber of  seals   killed  by  pelagic  hunters  onl.y  a  por-      w„stcofUfo 
tion  of  them  are  secured,  and  while  all  admitted  that 
Bouie  were  lost  they  differed  very  considerably  as  to  the  number. 
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In  one  instance  a  hunter  claimed  that  he  secured  nearly  all  that  he 
killed,  and  in  another  instance  it  was  said  that  only  oue  out  of  fifteen 
was  secured.  A  ^eat  majority  of  the  hunters  when  closely  questioned 
admitted  the  losiug  of  a  large  proportion  shot  at,  aud  I  aui  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  wide  difference  in  tlieir  statement  was  due  to  two  facts: 
First,  some  hunt(ir8  are  more  skillful  than  others,  and,  Second,  some 
base  their  estimate  on  what  they  know  to  have  been  actually  killed, 
while  others  estimate  from  the  number  shot  at;  that  the  mother  seals, 
while  rearing  their  young  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  during  the  months  of 
July,  August,  Septemb(!r,  and  October  of  each  year,  leave  the  islands 

Females  feeding  ^""^  ^^^  ^"*  *^  '^^''^  ^^  ^®^<^'  returning  at  intervals  to  give 
nourishment  to  their  young.  That  they  traveled  long 
distances  in  pursuit  of  food  at  these  times  is  a  well-known  fact  and 
substantiated  by  the  statements  of  I'eputable  persons  who  have  been 
on  sealmg  vessels  and  seen  them  killed  two  hundred  miles  or  more  from 
the  islands,  and  who  say  they  have  seen  the  decks  of  vessels  slippery 
with  milk  flowing  from  the  carcasses  of  the  dead  females. 

That  thousands  of  the  female  seals  were  captured  by  the  pelagic 
hunters  in  Bering  Sea  during  the  season  of  1891,  the  most  of  which 
had  to  be  secured  quite  a  distance  from  the  rookeries,  owing  to  the 
presence  of  armed  vessels  patrolling  the  sea  for  miles  around  the 
islands,  and  that  the  slaughter  of  the  seals  was  mostly  of  females,  was 
_  ^^  ^  ^  confirmed  by  the  thousands  of  dead  pups  lying  on  the 

pups.  rookeries  starved  tt)  death  by  the  destruction  of  their 

mothers. 

.  It  is  a  fact  that  none  but  male  seals  are  ever  driven  and  killed  on  the 
islands,  and  great  care  is  taken  to  preserve  a  sufficient 
number  each  year  to  supply  the  breeding  rookeries. 
During   the  season    of    18i)l  nearly  every  mature 
female  coming  upon  tlie  rookeries  gave  birth  to  a-  youn;;'  vseal,  and  there 
was  great  abundance  of  males  of  suflicient  age  to  again  go  upon  the 
breeding  grounds  tliat  year,  as  was  shown  by  the  ina- 
sufflciencyofbuiu.  i^jjity  of  large  unmbcrs  of  them  to  secure  more  than 
one  to  five  cows  eacli,  while  quite  a  number  could  secure  none  at  all. 
My  investigation  confirms  what  has  been  so  often  said  by  others  who 
have  reported  upon  this  subject,  and  that  is  that  the  Pribilof  Islands 
are  the  great  breeding  grounds  of  the  fur-seals,  and 
that  they  can  be  reared  in  great  numbers  on  said  islands, 
and  at  the  same  time,  under  wise  and  judicious  re- 
strictions, a  certain  number  of  male  seals  can  be  killed 
from  year  to  year  without  injury  to  the  breeding  herds, 
and  their  skins  disposed  of  for  commercial  purposes,  thereby  building 
up  and  perpetuating  this  great  industiy  indefinitely,  and  thus  adding 
to  the  wealth,  happiness,  and  comfort  of  the  civilized  world,  while,  on 
tlio  other  hand,  if  the  pelagic  hunting  of  this  animal 
ppiasic"eftihig"i»not  is  to  contiuuc,  and  tlic  barbarous  practice  of  killing  the 
prohibited.  mother  Si^al  with  her  unborn  young,  or  when  she  is 

rearing  it,  is  to  go  on,  it  will  be  but  a  very  short  time  before  the  fur- 
seal  will  practically  become  extinct  aud  this  valuable  industry  will 
pass  out  of  existeiu;e. 

Wm.  H.  Williams. 

District  op  Oolumbia, 

(lity  of  Watthiiiffton: 
Subscribed  anil  swoin  to  before  me  this  19th  day  of  March,  1892. 
[3EAL.]  Chas.  L.  Hughes, 

Notary  Public. 
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Deposition  of  J.  C.  S,  Alerly,  surgeon  U.  S.  Bevenne  Marine  and  resident 

siuvfieon  on  St.  Paul  Island, 
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Experience. 


dead  pups. 

State  of  California, 

Citi/  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 

J.  0.  S.  Akeily,  Pii.  B.,  M.  D.,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says:  I  am  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  California, 
1882,  and  a  graduate  of  the  Cooper  Medical  College, 
1885.     From  June  to  August  18th,  1801, 1  was  Surgeon  on  the  Revenue- 
Marine  steamer  Coru-in.    From  August  18th  to  Xovem- 
ber  24th,  18t)l,  I  was  resident  Physieian  on  St.  Paul  iHia;^,';\tn.'  ^*"  ^'""^ 
Island,  one  of  the  Pribilof  or  seal  islands.    I  am  at 
present  a  practicing  physician  at  Oakland,  California.    During  my  stay 
on  the  islands  I  made  frequent  visits  to  the  ditt'erent  seal  I'ookeries.   One 
thing  which  attracted  my  attention  was  the  immense 
number  of  dead  young  seals;  another  was  the  pre.sence  \,Jr'^l^  '"'•'"''  ""^ 
of  quite  a  number  of  young  seals  on  all  the  rookeries 
in  an  emaciated  and  apparently  very  weak  condition.    I  was  i-equested 
by  the  Government  Agent  to  examine  some  of  the  carcasses  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  the  cause  or  causes  of  their  death.    I  visited 
and  walked  over  all  the  rookeries.    On  all  dead  seals  were  to  be  found 
in  iuuuense  numbers.    Their  number  was  more  apparent  on  those  rook- 
eries such  as  Tolstoii  aud  JlaU'way   Point,  the  water  sides  of  which 
were  on  smooth  grmmd,  and  the  eye  could  glance  over  patches  of  ground 
hundreds  of  feet  in  extent  which  were  thickly  strewn  with  carcasses. 

Where  the  water  side  of  the  ntokeries,  as  at  "Northeast  Point"  and 
the  reef  (south  of  the  village),  were  on  rocky  grouiul,  the  immense  number 
of  dead  was  not  so  apparent,  but  a  clo.ser  examination  showed  that  the 
dead  were  Micre  in  equally  great  number  scattered  among  the  rocks. 
In  some  localities  the  ground  was  .so  tliickly  strewn  with  the  dead  that 
one  had  to  pick  his  way  carefully  in  <»rder  to  avoid  stepping  on  the  car- 
casses. The  great  mass  of  dead  in  all  cases  was  within  a  short  distance 
of  the  water's  ed'^c.  The  patches  of  dead  would  commence  at  the 
water's  edge,  and  stretch  in  a  wide;  swath  up  into  the  rookery.  Amongst 
tlie  immense  masses  of  dead  were  seldom  to  be  found  the  carcasses  of 
full-grown  seals,  but  the  carcasses  were  those  of  pups,  or  young  seals 
born  that  ye.ar.  I  can  give  no  idea  of  the  exact  number  of  dead,  but  I 
believe  thiit  they  could  only  be  niimbered  by  the  thousands  on  each 
rookery.  Along  the  water's  edge,  and  scattered  amongst  the  dead,  were 
(piite  a  number  of  live  pups,  which  were  in  an  emaciated  conditioii. 
Many  had  hardly  the  strength  to  drag  themselves  out  of  one's  way; 
thus  contrasting  strongly,  both  in  appearance  aud  actions,  witli  the 
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plump  condition  and  active  aggresive  conduct  of  the  healthy  appearing 
pups. 

The  nijijority  of  the  pups,  like  all  healthy  nursing  animals,  were  plump 
and  fairly  rolling  in  fat.  1  have  watt-lu  .1  the  female  sials  draw  up  out  of 
the  water,  each  pick  out  its  pu])  from  t;ie  hundreds  of  young  seals  sport- 
ing near  the  water's  edge,  and  with  them  serand)l(!  to  a  clear  spot  on  the 
rookery,  and  lying  down  give  tliem  suck.  Although  J  saw  pups  nurs- 
ing in  a  great  many  cases,  yet  1  nev(»r  saw  one  oi  the  sickly  looking 
pups  receiving  any  attention  iVom  the  female.  They  seemed  to  be 
des<Mted. 

The  cause  of  the  great  mortality  amongst  the  seal  pn])s  seemed  to 

me  to  have  ceased  to  net,  in  great  ])art,  before  my  tirst 
onronUL'"^"'  **'"'"  visits  to  the  rook<'ries;  for  subsequent  visits  did  not 

show  as  great  an  increase  in  the  masses  of  dead  as 
I  would  luwe  ex])ected,  had  the  causes  still  been  in  active  operation. 
It  seemed  to  me  that  there  were  fewer  sickly  looking  pups  at  each  sub- 
sequent visit.  This  grew  to  be  more  and  more  the  case  as  tiie  season 
advanced.  When  I  visited  the  rookeries  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
the  dead  bodies,  it  was  with  extreme  difliculty  that  carcasses  could  bo 
found  fresh  enough  to  iiermit  of  a  satisfactory  examination.  I  exam- 
ined a  large  number  of  carcasses.    AH   showed  an  entire  absence  of 

fatty  tissue  between   the  skin  and  muscular   tissue, 
ijnips;  (xami-   rj\^^^  omentum  in  all  cases  was  destitute  ,.  '  lat.    These 

are  the  positions  where  fat  is  usually -present  in  all  ani- 
mals. \»7'ell  nourished  young  animals  always  have  a  large  amount  ot 
fat  in  these  localities.  The  few  carcasses  which  were  found  in  a  fair 
state  of  preservation  were  examined  more  thoroughly.  The  stomachs 
were  found  enqtty  and  contracted,  but  presented  no  evidence  of  dis- 
ease. The  int(!Stines  were  empty,  save  in  a  few  cases,  where  small 
amounts  of  fecal  matt(>r  were  found  in  the  large  intestines.  A  careful 
examination  of  the  intestines  laih'dto  discover  any  evidence  of  disease. 
The  heart,  lungs,  liver,  and  kidneys  were  in  a  heal.iiy  condition. 

Such  is  the  evidence  on  which  I  have  founded  my  opinion  that  the 
cause  of  the  great  mortality  during  l.SJH,  amongst  tlie  young  seals  on 
St.  Paul  Island,  Bering  Sea,  was  caused  by  the  deprivation  of  mother's 

milk.    The  result  of  my  investigati(m  is,  that  there  was 

great  mortality  exclusively  amongst  nursing  seals. 
Secondly,  the  cause  of  this  mortality  seemed  to  have  been  abated  ji>rt»'i 


Dead 
nntiuu 


Cauan  of  death. 


passu  with  the  abatement  of  sea 


sealing. 


Thirdly,  the  presence  of 


emaciated  sickly  looking  i)ups  which  were  ajtparently  deserted  by  tlieir 
mothers,  Fourtldy,  the  plump  healthy  ai)pearance  of  all  the  pups  I 
saw  nursing.  Fifthly,  the  emaciated  condition  of  the  dead.  Sixtldy, 
the  absence  of  food  in  the  stomachs,  and  their  contracted  condition. 
Seventhly,  the  absence  of  digested  food  in  the  small  intestines. 
Eighthly,  the  absence  of  even  fecal  matter,  save  in  small  amounts  in  a 
few  cases.  Ninthly,  the  absence  of  structural  changes  in  the  viscera 
or  other  parts  of  the  bodies  to  account  for  the  deatii. 

J.  (J.  S.  Akeijly,  Pii.  H.,  M.  1). 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Kith  dav  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 

[SEAL.]  ClEMEINT   IJlONNETT, 

Notary  I'ublio, 
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Depositionof  Watson  G.  Allis,  assistant  agent  of  lessees  on  St.  Paul  Island. 

management;  habit;  pelagic  sealing. 

State  op  California, 

City  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 

Watson  C.  Allis,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  30 
years  old,  an  American  citizen  residinjf  in  San  Francisco,  California, 
and  by  occupation  an  Agent  of  the  Fairbanks  Scale 
Company,  engaged  in  selling  and  setting  up  scales.  '''""^  ''°*'*' 

In  the  summer  of  1882,  and  again  from  the  spring  of  1887  to  the  fall 
ofJ889,  I  was  Assistant  Agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
up<m  St.  I'aul  Island,  and  worked  four  sealing  seasons  in  charge  of 
a  gang  of  natives  engaged  in  seal  killing.    The  work 
was  done  under  the  general  direction  of  the  Superin-        '"">k"">«o  • 
tcndent  of  the  S«!alerie8,  who  placed  a  "  boss,"  or  leader,  at  the  head  of 
each  gang  of  men.     It  was  the  business  of  the  "boss  " 
to  divide  his  gang  in  proper  proportions — into  '"kill-  aii!i''8krr;nor»"^''""' 
ers,"  "  rippers,"  and  "skinners."    The  "  killers"  were 
generally  the  same  men  day  after  day  through  the  season.   They  became 
very  exjiert  in  the  management  of  the  drove  and  the  use  of  the  seal 
club,  and  very  rarely  made  the  mistake  of  hittting  a  seal  that  was  not 
wanted. 

Tlie  "boss"  told  his  men  in  a  general  way  what  class  of  seals  to  kill, 
and  worked  with  them.    If  they  had  any  doubt  whether  a  certain  ani- 
mal slumld  be  knocked  down  they  appealed  to  him  for  exi>licit  direc 
tious.    The  work  thus  went  forward  in  a  very  systematic,  orderly  way. 
The  same  care  was  exercised  in  cutting  out  the  drove         .  . 
of  "bachelor"  or  killable  seals  from  the  borders  of  a       "^"'S- 
rookery  and  in  bringing  them  up  to  the  killing  ground.    Active  young 
men  were  selected  for  this  service,  and  placed  in  charge  of  a  Chief, 
whose  ord(;r8  they  implicitly  obeyed. 

The  driving  was  done  mostly  in  the  night,  and  in  dry  or  warm 
weather  was  a  slow  and  tedious  process;  yet  the  men  were  very  patient 
with  their  charge,  moving  them  only  at  such  rate  as  they  could  go 
without  becoming  over-heated,  and  taking  advantage  of  every  stretch 
of  moist  ground  or  pool  of  water  to  cool  them  off,  and  sometimes  going 
themselves  in  the  water  up  to  their  necks  in  order  to  give  the  animals 
a  cold  bath  and  take  them  out  of  the  water  and  continue  the  journey. 
A  ny  representati<ni  that  the  seals  were  over-driven  or  . 

overheated,  to  their  subse(pient  injury,  is  drawn  from       ""^""^  mmg. 
the  imagination.     Sometimes  a  drove  would  be  caught  upon  a  dry 
str(!tch  of  ground  in  unusually  warm  weather,  and  a  few  of  them  perish, 
but  this  did  not  often  happen. 

In  1882  there  was  no  scarcity  of  killable  seals.     The  men  drove  up 
as  many  every  day  as  they  could  handle,  and  those 
selected  for  killing  comprised  only  the  choicest  ones.       abuTsoXTiMHtfj'''''' 

There  seemed   to  be  also  a  large  surplus  of  full 
grown  bulls  for  rookery  service,  and  enough  escaped  from  the  slaughter 
ground  to  keep  the  number  good  as  the  old  ones  passed     guBicieut  buUs. 
tlie  age  of  usefulness.    I  do  not  believe  the  condition 
of  the  rookeries  nor  the  manner  of  driving  and  killing  the  seals  at  this 
time  could  have  been  improved.    It  was  perfect  in  every  respect,  and 
the  lessees,  employes,  and  natives,  as  well  as  the  seals,  all  appeared  to 
be  and  were,  I  believe,  contented  and  happy. 
271(i — VOL  u 7 
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lu  1886  the  conditions  had  somewhat  changed.  The  natives  com- 
l)laincd  that  big  seals  were  growing  scarcer,  that  tliero 
were  many  dead  jjiips  on  the  rookeries,  and  tlie  Super- 
intendent intimated  tome  tliat  lu;  did  not  lilce  the  out- 
look a8  comi>are(l  witli  a  few  yca!'s  previous,  and  said  lie  tliought  either 
the  number  ivillcd  or  the  size  of  tlie  animals  taken  h»r  their  skiTis  would 
have  to  be  reduced  if  tilings  did  not  improve.  8till  we  had  no  iiarticu- 
lar  scarcity  of  killable  seals,  and  the  work  went  on  as  dining  my  first 
year  (1882)  in  tlie  service. 

But  the  trouble  of  which  they  comi)lained  grow  more  Serious  in  the 
following  years,  and  1  think  it  was  in  1888  tiie  Super- 
intendent told  tlie  ''bosses"  they  must  kill  less  large 
seals  and  more  "yellow  bellies,"  or  two-year  olds.     In 
1889  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  catch  was  made  up  of  this  class. 

It  was  tlien  perfectly  api)arent  to  everybody,  myself  included,  that 
the  rookeries  were  "  going  to  the  bad,"  and  that  a  smaller  number  must 
inevitably  be  killed  the  following  year. 
The  work  of  herding  and  manaj.ing  seals  does  not  diflFer  materially 
ji„i,i,H  from  that  pursueti  with  the  stock-farm  animals  with 

Kf.si^mi)iiuicetofanii  which  WO  are  most  familiar.    The  herdsman  has  chiefly 
""'""''"■  to  learn  their  quick  motions  and  propensity  to  bite  in 

order  to  handle  them  at  will. 
I  tried  to  thoroughly  train  the  young  seals,  hoping  to  make  valuable 
Domestic  tion  ^*^^^  ^^  thcui,  and  succccded  as  far  as  the  taming  went, 
but  could  not  get  them  to  thrive  on  cows  milk  or  the 
condensed  milk  of  connnerce  administered  li'om  a  nui'sinff  bottle.  They 
became,  however,  very  tame,  stopped  trying  to  bite  unless  they  w  ere 
made  angry  by  roirgh  usage,  and  followed  me  about  like  pups  of  the 
canine  species.  When  tiny  are  older  and  before  they  leave  the  island 
in  the  fall  they  may  still  be  handled  with  impunity,  and  their  habits 
are  such  of  massing  and  herding  by  themselves  apart 
from  the  older  seals,  that  all  could  be  easily  "  rounded 
up  "  from  the  beaches  in  favorable  weather  and  "  cor- 
ralled" and  marked.  It  would  be  perfectly  feasible  to  drive  them  into 
and  keep  them  in  such  a  corrall  or  inclosure  as  would  be  coustructed 
for  calves  or  lambs,  surrounded  by  a  fence  3  or  4  feet  high,  and  while 
there  to  catch  each  one  and  brand  him.  This  has  already  been  success- 
fully doue  on  a  small  scale  by  naturalists  who  wanted  to  identify  cer- 
tain ones  for  a  future  purpose. 

This  is  not  mere  theory  with  me,  for  I  was  bred  to  the  management 
and  handling  of  young  domestic  animals,  and  have  handled  the  young 
seals,  and  have  seen  them  handled  by  the  natives  in  the  same  way. 
There  were  a  great  many  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries  during  my  last 
three  years  on  St.  Paul  Island.    Many  of  them  wandered 
helplessly  about,  away  from  the  groups  or  "  pods"  where 
they  were  accustomed  to  lie,  and  linally  starved  to  death.    We  knew 
at  the  time  what  killed  them,  for  the  vessels  and  boats  were  several 
times  plainly  in  sight  from  the  Island  shooting  seals  in 
cause"'""  "'"'""^  *•"*  the  water,  and  the  Itevenue  Cutters  and  Company's  ves- 
sels arriving  at  the  island  frequently  reported  the  pres- 
ence in  Bering  Sea  and  sometimes  tlie  capture  of  these  marauding 
crews.    If  all  had  been  captured  and  the  business  broken  up  the  seal 
rookeries  woidd  be  healthy  and  prosperous  to-day,  instead  of  being 
depleted  and  broken  up.    I  speak  positively  about  it,  because  no  other 
cause  can  be  assigned  for  their  depletion  uj)on  any  reasonable  hyijoth- 
esin. 
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Good  inanaffement  nixtii  Mie  IsIhimI  iiicroasort  the  seal  life  for  many 
successiveyears,  and  the  saiiie  iiiaiiii},'<'iii(Mit  coiitiiiued, 
us  I  believe,  to  the  present  time,     if  the  destrnetion  of  mS^JS^,"""'"''*'^ 
seals  at  sea  is  wholly  suppressed  it  will  result  in  reslor- 
inj;  the  lookeries  to  their  lbrin«'r  i)ntdu('tiveiu'ss.     r>ut  no  partial  meas- 
ure (»f  ])r(»te('tion  should  be  undertaken,  iH'canse  it  can  not  be  enforced. 

During  the  summer  months  fogs  envelop*^  the  Seal  Islands  or  cover 
the  sea  a  short  distance  from  them  a  considerable  por- 
lion  of  the  time.  Sealing  vessels  are  enabled  thereby 
to  carry  on  their  woi'k  witliout  detection  at  almost  any 
point,  and  could  and  Mould,  I  believe,  cross  any  boun- 
dary line  that  might  be  drawn  about  the  islands,  and 
(  atch  seals  at  will  inside  of  it.  1  do  not  think  sealing 
can  be,  with  safety  to  tlie  rookeries,  permitted  in  any 
part  of  the  sea.  If  the  scalers  are  given  an  inch  they  fi<m''ln'"T5oiin'K'sea 
will  take  an  ell  and  destroy  all.  ..ocigsary. 

Watson  C.  Allis. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  July,  ISOli. 

[SEAL.]  E.  H.  TlIARP, 

Notary  Public  in  and/or  said  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco. 
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Drposition  ofKerricIc  Artomanoff,  native  chief,  resident  of  St.  Paul  Island. 

PELAGIC  SEALING.      MANAGEMENT. 

Alaska,  U.  S.  A., 

St.  Paul  Island,  Prihilof  Group,  ss : 

Kerrick  Artomanoff,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a 
native  Aleut,  and  reside  on  St.  Paul  Island,  Pribilof  Group,  Alaska;  I 
was  born  at  Northeast  Point,  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  am  G7  years  of 
age.  I  have  worked  on  the  sealing  grounds  for  the  last  ^^  ^^^^^^ 
tilty  years,  and  am  well  acquainted  with  the  methods  ^porence. 
a(h)pted  by  the  Russian  and  American  Governments  in  taking  of  fur- 
seal  skins  and  in  i)rotecting  and  preserving  the  herds  on  the  island. 
In  1870,  when  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  obtained  the  lease  of 
the  Islands,  I  was  made  Chief,  and  held  the  position  for  seventeen  years. 

It  was  my  duty  as  Chief  to  take  charge  of  and  conduct  the  drives 
with  my  people  from  the  hauling  to  the  killing  grounds. 
Tiie  methods  used  by  the  Alaska  Ccmimeicial  Com])any 
and  the  American  Government  for  the  care  and  preservation  of  the 
B'als  were  much  better  than  those  used  by  tlieltussian 
(iovernment.  In  old  Russian  times  we  lised  to  drive  Ti.^IT'nT.Tth!^^.'''" 
seals  from  Northeast  Point  to  the  village,  a  distance 
(if  nearly  13  miles,  and  we  used  to  drive  5  or  (i  miles  from  other  haul- 
ing grounds;  but  when  the  Americans  got  the  Islands 
they  soon  after  shortend  all  the  drives  to  less  than 
'i  miles. 

From  1870  to  1884  the  seals  were  swarming  on  the  hauling  grounds 
and  the  rookeries,  and  for  many  years  they  spread  out 
more  and  more.    All  of  a  sudden,  in  1884,  we  noticed  seaiVi^rn!^?/.^ 
there  was  not  so  many  seals,  and  they  have  been  de 
creasing   very  rai)idly  ever   since.    My  jieople  woU' 
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we  Iciinu'd  that  liuiitcrK  in  scIiochhth  were  slmoliiiy; 
aiul  <lestroyiiijf  tlu^iii  in  the  sva.  Tlu-n  \vv  know  what 
tiic,  trouble  was,  for  wc  knew  the  srals  tlu-y  killrtl  and 
(h'sti'oyi'd  must  1m'  <'ows,  lor  most  all  the  males  remain 
on  or  near  the  islands  until  they  K"  ii\vay  in  the,  tall 
or  lore  i)art  of  tlu^  winter.  We  also  noticed  dead 
]»u]>s  on  the  I'ookeries,  that  had  been  starved  to 
death.  These  dead  ]»n]>s  have  increased  from  yeai' 
18.S7,  iiud  in  ISDl  the  rookeiies  were  eover<'d  with 
In  my  sixty-seven  years,  residence  on  the  Island  J  never 
belbre  saw  anythinj*'  like  it.  None  (»f  (mr  ])eoi>l(^  iiave 
ever  known  of  any  sickness  amon^'  the  i>ups  or  seals 

and  have  never  seen  any  dead  ]>u|)s  on  the  rookeries  except  a  few 

killed  by  the  old  bulls  when  li^iiitin};'  or  by  drown inj*"  when  ihe  surf 

washed  them  oil".     Iftlieyiiad  not  killed  the  seals  in 

DrcTpaHe  of  three-  the  Sea  there  would  b(!  as  nniny  on  the  rookeries  as 

''"■"  *^'^"'  ther<'  Avas  ten  years  aj^o.    There  was  not  more  than 

one-fourth  as  many  seals  in  ISIH  as  tlH-n;  was  in  'SSO. 
The  lur  seal  goes  away  from  the  island  in  the  fall  or  winter  and  he 
returns  in  May  or  June,  and  1  believe  he  will  haul  up 

tiir«''ii's*"i'is.  ""'^  '"'  in  the  same  ida<'e  each  year,  for  J  ])articularly  noticed 
Kt-turu  to  same  gome  that  I  could  tell  that  hauled  up  in  th«>  same  place 
for  a  number  of  years;  and  when  we  undce  drives, 

those  we  do  not  kill,  but  let  go  into  the  water,  are  all  ba<;k  where  we 

took  them  from  in  a  few  hours.    The  pups  are  born  be- 

Birth  of  pups.         ^^^^g^jj  ^,^^  middle  of  June  and  the  middle  of  duly,  and 

Swim  when G  weeks  cau  uot  swim  uutil  they  are  (i  or  7  weeks  old;  and  if 

born  in  the  water  they  would  die.    I  have  seen  the 

surf  w.ish  some  of  the  young  juips  into  the  sea,  and  they  drowned  in  a 

very  short  time.  In  four  or  live  days  after  it  is  born,  the  mother  seal 
leaves  her  pup  and  goes  away  in  the  sea  to  feed,  and 

in  wato"  ^"^^  *'""''  when  the  pup  is  li  or  3  weeks  old  the  mother  often 
stays  away  for  five  or  six  days  at  a  time.    The  ni<)tlu!r 

seals  know  their  own  pups  by  smelling  them,  and  no  seal  will  allow 
any  but  her  own  pup  to  suck  her.    WIkmj  the  pups 

thHr 0^.^™ ""'*'  J^''"«^w  to  be  0  or  8  weeks  old  they  form  in  "pods"  and 
work  down  to  the  shore,  and  they  try  tin;  water  at  the 

edg\' until  they  learn  to  swim.  They  will  remain  on  the  Island  until 
November,  and,  if  not  too  cold,  will  stay  till  December. 
I  have  seen  them  swinuning  around  the  island  late  in 
January.  All  the  seals,  when  they  leave  the  Island, 
go  off  south,  but  I  think  they  would  stay  around  here 

all  winter  if  the  weather  was  not  so  cold. 

When  they  c(nne  back  to  the  Islands  they  come  fiom  the  south,  and 
I  think  they  come  from  the  North  I'acific  Ocean,  over 
the  same  track  that  they  went.  Tne  females  go  upon  the 
rookeries  as  soon  as  they  .irrive  here,  but  the  yearlings 
do  not  come  on  land  till  the  last  of  July,  and  yearling- 
males  and  females  herd  together.  I  think  tln^y  stay 
in  the  water  most  of  the  time  the  first  year,  but  after 

that  they  come  regularly  to  the  hauling  grounds  and  rookeries,  but  do 

not  come  as  eaily  in  the  season  as  they  do  after  they  are  2  years  old. 

Male  seals  from  -  to  (i  years  old  do  not  go  on  the  breeding  rookeries,  but 
haul  out  by  themselves.    The  female  seal  gives  birth  to 
il^uuu  everv'v.au-'.'''^  ^^^^  '^"'^  I'^P  cvcry  year,  and  she  has  her  lirst  pup  when 
she  is  3  years  old.    The  male  seal  establishes  himself  on 
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the  breeding:  rookery  in  INfay  or  June,  when  he  is  7  or     Mnic*  in  rooktrien. 
8  years  old,  and  he  tights  for  his  cows,  ,vnd  does  not 
leave  the  place  he  has  selected  until  August  or  Sep-     •*'"*"• 
tend)er.    Our  people  like  tlie  meat  of  the  seal,  and  we  eat  no  other 
meat  so  long  as  we  can  get  it. 

The  pup  seals  are  our  chicUen  meat,  and  we  used  to  he  allowed  to  kill 
.'J.OdO  (U- 4,()()()  nude  pui)s  evi'rv  vear  in   Noveml)er,  hut  .    . 

tlie  (xovernnumt  agent  torhade  US  to  lull  any  in  l.^Dl,         ' 
and  said  we  sliouhl  not  be  allowed  to  kill  anv  nunc,     Jviiiin};  ofpniw  f..r 
a  lul  he  gave  us  other  meat  in  place  (►t  "pup  'meat:  luit 
we  do  not  like  any  other  meat  as  well  as  i»up  seal  meat.     We  under- 
stand the  danger  there  is  in  the  seals  being  all  killed  oil"  and  that  wo  will 
have  no  way  of  earning  our  living.    There  is  not  oiu',     |.pia^,i,,  H.^niinK 
of  us  but  what  ln'lieves  if  they  had  not  killed  them   cauHix.ia.WrL'iiM.!. 
olf  by  shooting  tlu'in  in  the  water  there  would  he  as     otii.rwiMn    loo.wm 
many  seals  on  the  island  now  as  there  was  in  18.S0,  and   ii"''t  <'<'"iii  •»'  <"«'" 
we  eould  go  on  forever  taking  l(K>,(MM)  seals  on  the  two  "''"'^'• 
Islands;  Imt  if  tlu'y  get  less  as  fast  as  they  have  in  the  last  live  or  six 
y«^ars  there  will  be  none  left  in  a  little  while. 

KKUKK'K    AllTOMANOFF. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  ollliter  empowered  to  admin- 
ister oatiis,  under  section  11>7<»,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
tiiis  8th  day  of  June,  l.S!>L',  at  St.  I'aul  Island,  Alaska. 

VVm.  II.  Williams, 
TreaHury  Ayenl  in  Charge  of  Seal  Islands. 


Ihposit'nm  o/MUton  Barnes,  special  vmployv  of  U.  S.  Treasury  on  St.  Paul 

Island. 

PELAGIC-SEALING. 

Teiiritory  of  Alaska,  U.  S.  A., 

St.  Paul  Island,  ss: 

I,  Milton  Barnes,  being  duly  swcu-ii  a<!cording  to  law,  depose  and  say 
as  follows:  1  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  ami  when  at  home  re- 
side near  Columl)us,  Ohio.     Have  been  t(un]>(U'arily  stationed  during 
the  last  year  on  the  Island  of  St.  Paul,  one  of  the  fur- 
seal  or  Pi'ibilof  Groiij)  in  Bering  Sea,  as  a  special  em-      -^porence. 
ploy6  of  the  United  States  Treasury  Department  on  said  ishmd. 

One  day,  during  the  latter  i)art  of  August  or  fore  ]»art  of  September  last 
(i'Xiict  date  forgotten).  Col.  iJosej)!!  Murray,  one  of  the  Treasury  agents, 
and  myself,  in  eomi»any  with  the  British  Commissioners,  Sir  George 
Baden-Powell  and  Dr.  Dawsou,  by  Iv  ..n  visit<Ml  one  of  the  seal  rooker- 
ies of  that  Island,  known  as  Tolst-oi  or  English  Bay.  On  arriving  there 
our  attention  was  at  once  attracted  by  tlie  excessive 
number  of  dead  seal  pups  whose  carcasses  lay  scattered  "^  ''"^*' 
])rofusely  over  the  breeding  ground  or  sand  beach  bordering  the  rook- 
ery proper,  and  extending  into  the  border  of  the  rookery  itself.  The 
strange  sight  occasioned  much  surmise  at  the  time  as  to  the  probable 
cause  of  it.  Some  of  the  carcasses  were  in  an  advanced  stage  of  decay, 
while  others  were  of  recent  death,  and  their  general  appearance  was 
that  of  having  died  of  starvation.    There  were  a  few  that  still  showed 
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nijiiis  of  life,  ])loiitiii}jf  wrsik  inid  in'tcouHly,  aiid  jjave  every  evi«lenct^  o 
liciiij^'  ill  ii  starved  «-oiidilinii,  uitli  no  iiiother  Heals  near  to  or  sliowiiii; 
tlieiii  any  attciiti<»ii. 

Dr.  Dawson,  wliile  on  tliefjroiind,  took  some  views  of  the  rookery  with 
his  kodak;  i>iit  wiiether   tin*  views  li(>  took  inclnd<>d  tiie  dead  pups  1 
could  not  say.    Some  days  alter  this — can  not  state  exaet  date — 1  drove 
with  Mr.  Kowler,  an  employe  of  the  lessees,  to  what  is  known  as  Ilalf- 
Way  I'oint,  or  J'olovinia  rookery,     ih're  the  scene  was  repeated,  hut 
on  a  more  extensive  seale  in  point  of  uumhers.    The 
.ir"hmVr"''''"''''  I't'lt*  carcasses  weie  strewn  so  thickly  over  the  sand 
as  to  make  it  dillicult  to  walk  over  the  fjround  without 
Hteppinfj  on  them.    This  condition  of  the  rookeries  in  this  le^jard  was 
for  some  time  a  <;ommoii  topic  of  <!oiiversation  in  the  vilhifjo  hy  all  par- 
ties, includiii},'  tlie  more  intelligent  ones  amoiip:  the  natives,  some  of 
whomwerewitli  Mr.  .1.  Stanley  iJrown  in  hiswork  of  surveyin{;  theisland 
and  brought  in  reports  from  time  to  time  of  sinnlar 
otilorrMoki'Tifn"'  ""  <'<>i><litions  at  substantially  all  the  rookeries  around 
the  Jsland.    It  could  not,  of  course,  be  well  estimated 
as  to  the  number  thus  found  dead,  but  the  most  intelli|^ent  of  the  na- 
tives— chief  of  the  villafje — told  me  that  in  his  judg- 
20,000  .loa.i  pups,    ji^^^i^^  jj^^^j,^,  ^^.^.|,^^  ii^^j.  j^,^^  ^j^.^jj  ,,^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 

various  rookeries  of  the  island  and  others  still  dying.     Dr.  Aekerly, 
the  lessees'  physician  at  the  time,  made  an  autopsy  of  sonu'  of  the 

carcasses,  and  r<'ported  that  he  ecmld  find  no  tracies  of 
mmVoimmru'ii'im"!!'.  "^"y  <ii!^<'i>'^''<l   Condition  whatever,  but  there  was  an 

entire  absence  of  food  or  any  signs  of  nourishment  in 
the  stoma(^h.  liefore  Dr.  Dawson  left  I  called  his  attention  to  what 
Dr.  Aekerly  had  done,  but  whether  he  saw  him  on  the  subject  I  can 
not  tell.    And  further  deponent  sayeth  not. 

Milton  Uaknes. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  officer  empowered  to  ad- 
minister oaths  und<!r  section  107(>,  llevised  Statutes  of  the  United 
States,  this  23d  day  of  June,  1892. 

Wbr  H.  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  Charge  of  Seal  Islands. 


Deposition  of  Kurp  Buterin,  Jitad  chief  on  St.  Paul  Island,  in  charge  of 


MANAUKMKNT  AND   HABITS. 

Alaska,  U.  S.  A., 

St.  Paul  Island,  Prihihf  Group,  ss  : 

Kar|»  Buterin,  being  duly  sworn,  dej)(>s<'s  and  says:  I  am  39 years  of 

age  and  1  was  born  on  St.  Paul  Isaiid,  Alaska,  and  1  have  idways  lived 

here,    i  have  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  fur  seal  industry  as  it  is 

done  on  St.  Paul  Island,  lor  1  have  been  working  at  it 

Kxporienoo.  all  of  uiy  lil'c  siucc  1  was  able  to  work.     1  have  driven 

seals  and  clubbed  and  skinned  them;  I  have  had  charge 

of  the  ilrives  and  1  have  been  second  chief  tor  four  years,  and  I  am 

head  chief  now,  being  elected  in  1891.     As  chief  it  is  my  duty  to  see 

that  the  rookeries  are  not  troubled  by  anyone,  to  teach  my  people  to 
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obey  the  law  an«l  my  young  nien  how  to  drive  soals  to  the  killing 
grounds  without  imuHng  tlu'in.     I  know,  and   :ill  niv      , 

11  1.1      J.  Ti       .  <  i  i    I  1  1        'i.         In-.lriii'tiil    not    t<> 

|M'ople  know,  that  the  (lovorniiiciittoid  us  we  must  uot  uiiikiwh. 
kill  eows,  and  w»',  never  kill  tlu-m. 

The  C(»inpany  Agent  says  to  me:  '•  Karp,  be  ('areful  that  nocowsaro 
Uillcd."  1  know,  and  we  all  know,  if  \v«^  kill  cows  the  seals  soon  die 
out  and  we,  would  not  have  meat  to  vnt;  and  if  anyone  told  nu',  to  kill 
eows  1  would  say  "  No."  If  1  or  any  of  my  people  knev/  of  anyoiio 
Uilling  a  (^)\v  we  would  g()  and  t»>ll  the  (ioveriimeiit  olVieei'.  'J'he  (lov- 
einmej  '  olVieer  told  us  that  the  (lovernment  did  not  like  to  havei  ';ow.s 
Uilled,  and  that  we  shouhl  not  kill  any  mort>  pups  l)e,- 
(iiuse  it  was  wasting  seals,  and  that  the  Uovernment 
would  give  us  plenty  <)f  other  nu'at  instead  of  pup  meat,  and  we  all 
agree  to  that,  ami  we  have  not  killed  any  pups  since.  And  all  my  peo- 
ple will  do  everything  the  (jiovernnu'nt  wants  them  to  do.  if  any  of 
our  men  get  bad  and  kill  cows  or  pups  or  do  anything  bad  J.  punish 
them  an<l  1  bring  them  Ixifore  the  Government  ollicer. 

Our  priest  tells  us  to  obey  the  law  and  to  do  everything  the  (lovern- 
ment  asks  us  to  do,  and  we  are  all  i)leased  to  do  it.  VVe  all  know  that 
tiie  food  and  clothes  we  are  getting  has  been  given  us  by  the  (loveru- 
iiient,  because  we  are  not  killing  any  seals  to  earn  money  to  buy  things 
tor  (Uirselvcs,  and  we  know  it  is  the  Government  sends  us  plenty  coal 
when  we  have  no  money  to  buy  it. 

When  we  first  noticed  that  the  seals  on  the  rookeries  were  not  so  many 
as  they  used  to  be  we  did  not  know  what  was  wrong, 
but  by  and  by  we  found  that  plenty  of  schooners  came 
into  the  sea  and  shot  seals,  and  we  often  found  bullets  and  shot  iu  seals 
when  we  were  skinning  them. 

And  then  we  found  plenty  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries,  more  and  more 
everj"^  year,  until  last  year  (1891)  when  there  were  so 
numy  the  rookeries  were  covered  with  them,  and  when 
the  doctor  ( Akerly)  opened  some  of  them  there  was  no  milk  or  food  in 
theii-  stomachs.  Then  we  all  knew  the 'cows  had  been  ^^^  j^^ .  ^^^ 
shot  when  they  went  into  the  sea  to  feed,  and  the  pups  '""'*'^''  "*"  "b- 
dicid  because  they  had  nothing  to  eat.  Plenty  schooners  came  first  about 
eight  or  nine  years  ago,  and  more  and  more  every  year  since;  and  the 
seals  get  less  and  less  ever  since  Schooners  came;  and  my  people  kept 
saying  "no  cows,"  "no  cows." 

First  the  cows  get  less,  and  then  the  "bachelors"  get  less,  {ind  the 
company  agent  he  says  "  kill  smaller  seals,"  and  wi5 
kill  some  whose  skins  weigh  only  4i  pounds,  instead  of  seais'iuuecioi" uiauds! 
7  pounds,  same  as  they  always  got.    Then  we  could  not 
get  enough  of  seals,  and  at  last  we  could  hardly  get  entuigh  for  meat. 

Schooners  kill  cows,  pups  die,  and  seals  are  gone.  Some  men  tell  me 
last  year  "  Karj),  seals  are  sick."  I  know  seals  are  not 
sick;  I  never  seen  a  sick  seal,  and  I  eat  seal  meat  every  H^.^g.*""®*'®*  among 
day  of  my  life;  all  our  people  eat  seal  meat,  white  men 
eat  seal  meat,  no  one  ever  seen  bad  seal  meat  or  sick  seal.  No  big  seals 
die  unless  we  club  them,  only  pups  die  when  starved,  after  the  cows 
are  shot  at  sea.  When  we  used  to  kill  pups  for  food  in  November  they 
were  always  full  of  milk;  the  pups  that  die  on  the 
rookeries  have  no  milk.  The  cows  go  into  the  sea  to 
feed  after  the  pups  are  born,  and  the  schocrier  men  shoot  them  all  the 
time. 

The  "  HoUuscUickie  "  (bachelors)  do  not  go  out  to  feed.    When  tliey 
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Bachelors 
Ijod. 


do    not 


Abundance  of  bullH. 


come  in  May  there  is  plenty  of  fish  in  their  stomachs, 

but  after  June  there  is  nothinj?.  Plenty  of  bulls  all  the 

time  on  the  rookeries,  and  plenty  bulls  have  no  cows. 

I  never  seen  a  .'{-year-old  <;ow  witliout  a  pup  in  July; 

only  2-year-oldahav(;  no  pups. 

All  the  drives  are,  under  the  care  of  the  Chief  and  my  men  never  drive 

too  fast.    No  drive  on  St.  Paul  Island  longer  than  2 

"^^  "*■  miles.    We  never  make  more  than  two  drives  from  the 

same  rookery  in  one  week. 

Wlien  I  was  a  boy,  before  Americans  came  here,  we  used  to  drive 
from  the  rookeries  at  Northeast  Point  to  the  villa{?e  killing  grounds, 
a  distance  of  12  juiles,  and  from  llalfway  Point  a  distance  of  6 
miles,  and  from  Za])adnie  a  distance  of  5  miles.  After  the  Ameri- 
<!aiis  cnme  the  drive  from  Northeast  Point  was  stopped  at  once  and  a 
salt  house  was  built  at  Northeast  Point  and  the  seals  liave  been  killed 
theic  ever  since  within  about  2  miles  of  the  hauling  grounds. 

In  1874  or  1875  the  seals  were  killed  within  a  mile  of  thehauiiiig 
grounds  at  Zapadnie,  and  the  skins  have  been  taken  ever  since  in  boats 
across  the  bay  to  the  village  salt  house.  In  1879  a  salt  house  was  built 
at  Halfway  Point,  and  since  then  no  seals  have  ever  been  driven  on 
at.  Paul  Island  more  than  2  miles. 

No  seals  are  injured  by  driving,  for  we  drive  very  slow  and  only  when 
the  weather  is  cool.    Once  in  a  while  one  may  be  smothered  and  we 
skin  it  and  count  the  skin  ah)ng  with  the  others.     After  the  cows  scat- 
ter in  August  they  mix  with  the  bachelors  and  a  few  will  be  driven 
Avhen  we  drive  seals  ftn*  food,  and  sometimes  one  is  killed  by  accident 
before  the  clubber  knows  it  is  a  <'ow.    If  I  knew  that  he  killed  it  on 
purpose  I  would  jnuiish  him;  and  if  he  did  it  again  I  would  have  him 
put  off  the  island. 
The  i)ups  are  born  in  June  and  Jiily  an<l  they  learn  to  swim  in  Sep- 
tember.   They  can  uot  swim  when  they  are  born  and 
upacanno  swim.  ^i,gy  (..^„  j,,^^^  ]jg]p  tlicmselvcs,  and  they  do  Jiot  eat  or 
Cow  HiukicH  only  drink  only  as  they  suck  the  cows.    No  cow  will  let 
lor  owii pup.  another  jmp  suck  her;  ev<ay  «^ow  feeds  her  own  i>up. 

The  pui>s  leave  in  November  and  all  seals  are  gone  about  the  middle 
^,.     ,.      ,,  of  December,  except  when  the  weather  is  very  line, 

Hiuratiuu  ut  pups.  ,    ,,  x-i.         i  mi  i      •       t 

^  and  then  we  otten  kill  seals  m  January. 

Karp  Buteein. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  officer  empowered  to  admin- 
ister oaths  under  section  1970  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
States,  this  9th  day  of  June,  1892,  at  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  II.  WlLLIA^MS, 

Treasury  Agent  in  Charge  of  Seal  Islands. 


Deposition  of  Carlos  G.  Calhns,  Lieutenant,  U.  8.  Navy. 

PRIMILOF  KOOKERIES. 


Carlos  G.  Calkins,  being  duly  sworn,  dejioscs  and  saith:  I  am  a  lieu 
tenant  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  and  have  made  three  cruises 

xjioroncp.  ^^^^^  Alaskau  waters,  as  follows,  viz,  in  the  year  1890, 

about  the  Bristol  Bay  region  and  the  Aleutian  Islands  as  far  west  as 
Hmnak;  in  the  year  1891,  to  the  I'ribilof  Islands,  in  Bering  Sea;  and 
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in  the  year  1892,  from  Kadiak  Isliuid  to  Prince  William  Sound,  going 
as  far  into  Cook's  Inlet  as  Coal  J»ay. 

1  never  saw  nor  heard  of  any  fur-seal  rookeries  in  these  regions,  ex- 
cept those  on  tlie  seal  islands  of  lUning  Sea,    Is'either 
have  I  ever  seen  any  fur-s<'al8  in  abundance  save  on  or  PHbriorManX'?"  "" 
near  said  seal  ishunls. 

Caklos  G.  Calkins. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  April,  LS!>2. 

JosKPir  MruifAY, 
United  /States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Herhert  V.  Fletcher^  chief  mechanic  on  St.  Paul  Island. 

management  and  uaijits. 

State  of  Vermont, 
County  of  Orange^  ss  : 

Herbert  V.  Fletcher,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am  a 
citizen  of  Randolph,  Vt.,  where  I  have  hatl  my  home  nearly  all  my  life. 
1  am  by  trade  a  machinist  and  blacksmith,  aiul  byoccnpation  a  farmer. 

In  1882  I  went  to  St.  Paul  Island  in  the  service  of  the  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company,  as  their  chief  me<'lianic,  and  remained 
there  two  years  and  four  months,  including  the  sealing  ''pononce. 
seasona  of  1882,  1883,  and  1884.  During  such  season  of  each  of  these 
years,  I  was  employed  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time  in  the  annual 
seal  killing,  and  at  other  times  my  Avork  t«ok  me  freciuently  to  the 
varifuis  parts  of  the  island,  so  that  in  the  course  of  my  stay  there  1 
became,  as  all  do  who  live  ther«'  a  year  or  more,  very  familiar  with 
everything  pertaining  to  the  seals. 

At  the  time  of  my  emi)loyment  at  the  island,  everything  about  the 
seal  rookeries  and  sealing  industry  appeared  to  be  in  a     „    ,  ,. 

highly  prosperous  condition.  There  was  no  lack  ot  tii.n  ..r  niokciics  an.i 
seals.  The  rookeries  were  "lid  b;,  all  rhe  natives  and  '"■■''i"«""'"«ti.v- 
residents  to  be  as  large  ami  full  as  tbey  had  ever  ''-ecu,  and  the  lessees 
got  their  full  number  of  skii.s  allowed  by  law  within  the  usual  time,  all 
of  good  marketable  sizes,  irom  such  sized  animals  as  the  employes  were 
tohl  to  kill,  and  had  a  large  suipli'.s  left  eac^li  year  fi»i'  breeders.  The 
manner  in  which  the  seals  were  driven  and  killed  . 
seemed  to  me  to  be  as  good  as  could  be  adopt<Ml,  and  ^"^' "'''""  '  '"'^■ 
.just  suc^'  as  any  one  would  adojtt  who  was  accustomed  to  the  manage- 
ment of  farm  animals.  I  was  surprised  to  see  how  closely  in  nearly 
(ncry  respect  the  seal  herds  resemble  droves  of  our  j;,,s,.mi,i„„c,-  i.p. 
domes*^'  animals.  Almostanvthing  is  done  with  >hem  twiVn  «iaiH  ami  do- 
that  ■»>.  uabitually  do  with  our  Hocks  and  herds  in  farm  ""'^'i'' •"'i'"»i« 
life,  except  to  feed  them.  They  ar<i  started  u])  from  the  iM'achcs,  col- 
lected in  convenient  sized  droves,  and  driven  by  a  very  fc^w  men  to  the 
]iroper  killing  grounds,  exactly  sis  1  would  haudh^  a  tlock  (tf  sheep;  and, 
unless  the  weather  was  very  hot  and  dry,  seemed  to  me  to  suiVer  no 
more  nor  stand  any  greater  risk  of  injury  from  driving  than  sheep 
w(mld  and  do  under  similar  circumstances.  When  they  aiiive  at  the 
killing  grounds  they  can  be  kej>t  in  a  yard  or  "oiral  Hurrounded  by  an 
ordinary  cfittle  fence;  but,  'ith.ait  the  trouble  (ivon  of  building  a  fence, 
with  a  single  keeper  to  watch  them  and  a  few  i)ieces  of  board  set  up 
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around  them  on  which  some  strips  of  sacking  or  old  garments  arehnng, 
several  thousand  are  herded  and  kept  for  hours,  until  the  time,  perhajis 
on  the  following  day,  for  their  slaughter.  They  grow  very  tame  and 
tractable  by  repeated  driving,  and  even  the  old  bulls  lose  their  fierce- 
ness and  seldom  turn  upon  their  herders,  particularly  when  brought 
in  from  the  rookeries  near  the  villages,  where  they  become  most  familiar 
with  man. 
They  seem  never  to  be  afflicted  with  any  disease.  The  pups  are 
always  healthy,  tat,  and  happy;  the  males  too  young 
for  slaughter  play  about  on  the  rookeries  during  the 
killing  season  and  between  the  intervals  of  driving  to  the  killing 
ground,  galloping  up  aiul  down  the  slopes  or  wrestling  in  good-natured 
contest,  as  the  young  of  other  animals  do  when  undisturbed,  showing 
no  signs  of  fear  or  timidity.  The  still  younger  seals,  during  their  first 
few  weeks,  have  so  little  fear  of  man  that  they  may  be  picked  up  at 
any  time  more  readily  than  young  lambs;  and  when  a  little  older,  after 
they  have  learned  to  swim,  they  come  by  thousands  upon  the  beaches 
close  to  the  village  and  may  be  driven  up  en  masse  and  taken  to  a 
corral  and  imj)ounded,  or  simply  herded  by  a  watchman  and  kei)t  to- 
gether for  an  indefinite  lengih  of  time.  When  so  herded 
ing  or'nmrkuig.^'"'*  ^^'^^  ^^y  ^®  readily  taken  up  one  by  one  and  marked 
by  some  mutilation,  such  as  the  cutting  off  an  ear,  as 
has  been  practiced  on  one  or  two  occasions,  I  am  told,  for  the  purjwse 
of  identifying  them  afterwards,  or  ly  branding  them.  From  my  expe- 
rience, with  both  seals  and  cattle,  I  should  as  soon  undertake  to  brand 
a  lot  of  young  seals  as  so  many  calves;  and  I  believe  by  attempting  i% 
at  the  proper  season,  after  the  old  seals  have  mostly  left  the  island, 
and  the  young  are  "podding"  by  themselves,  there  would  be  no  difii- 
culty  in  "rounding  up"  simultaneously  nearly  all  the  young  born  in  a 
single  season  and  marking  them  for  comi)lcte  future  identification. 
Their  habits  of  breeding  are  so  nearly  like  those  of  domestic  animals 
that  one  having  them  in  control  needs  only  to  follow 
his  experience  as  a  shepherd  or  "cattleman"  to  cause 
them  to  become  most  prolific.  He  nnist  keep  all  the  females  and  kill 
off,  as  far  as  i)ossible,  all  the  surplus  males  above  the  number  abso- 
lutely required  for  breeding  purposes.  I  think  these  requirements 
were  very  exactly  fulfilled  by  the  late  lessees  of  the  seal  fisheries  during 
the  time  of  my  employment  by  them;  and  they  are  certainly  able  to 
point  to  the  fact,  unless  I  am  grossly  misinformed,  that  from  1870, 
when  they  first  took  liold  of  the  business,  up  to  the 
end  of  my  service  for  them  in  18S4,  the  system  pursued 
by  them  was  as  ]>erfect  as  it  could  be,  and  resulted  in  a 
steady  increase  of  the  seals,  Tliey  failed  only  in  omitting  to  take  proper 
measures  by  branding  or  mutilation,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  to  identity 
their  property  while  pasturing  in  the  ocean.  The  owner 
id.iitiiuation  of  of  a  scal  skin  with  an  ineflf'aceable  brand  on  it  would. 


Breeding. 


St(Mi(lv   incMpasp  of 
lieid  from  1870  to  1H84. 


of 

or  otiK'f  marking.        cvcu  lu  a  toreigii  couiitry,  1  imagmt,  have  some  sort  ot 
property  right  which  international  law  would  recog- 
nize; and  of  his  ability  to  mark  nearly  every  skin  with  such  a  brand 


upon  the  live  young  animal  I  have  not  the  slightest  d 

IlEHlUORT 


oubt. 

V.  FLETCniilR. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  ISth  day  of  June,  A.  D     392,  at  Kan- 
dolph,  Vt ,  before  me. 
[L.  s.]  Wm.  H.  Du  L<ois, 
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De2)osition  of  John  Fratis,  resident  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  employe  oj 

lessees. 

MANAGEJIENT  AND   HABITS. 

Alaska,  TJ.  S.  A., 

St.  Paul  Islttnd,  Pribilof  Group,  ss : 

JohuFratis,  being-  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am  47  years  of 
iige  and  waL  born  on  tbe  Ladrone  Islands.  1  can 
si)eaktbeEn};lisb,Eussian,andSpanisb]angnages,  and 
1  understand  the  "Aleut"  as  it  is  spoken  by  the  natives  of  St.  Paul 
Island,  Alaska. 

I  came  to  St.  Paul  Island  in  1869,  and  married  a  native  woman  and 
became  one  of  the  people;  was  made  a  native  sealer  and  have  resided 
here  ever  since. 

From  1859  to  1869  I  was  employed  on  whaling  vessels  working  in 
Bering  and  Okhotsk  seas  and  the  Arctic  Ocean.  I  have  been  along 
the  coast  of  Bering  and  Okhotsk  seas,  and  along  the  coast  of  Alaska 
ill  the  North  Paciflc  Ocean  from  Sitka  to  Unalaska,  and  I  never  saw 
or  heard  tell  of  any  place  in  American  waters  in  that  whole  region, 
where  the  Alaskan  fur  seals  haul  out  on  land  or  breed,  g^,,!  „„  ^^  ij^eod 
excepting  on  the  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea  known  as  ouiy  on  Pribiiot  i«- 
tlie  Pribilof  Islands.  '""^«- 

From  the  time  I  settled  here  in  1869  until  1882  or  1883,  tuwe  was  no 
trouble  at  all  in  taking  85,000  seals  on  St.  Paul  Island     no trouble  in  t  r 
between  June  1  and  July  30,  and  we  often  got  that  num-  85,o«)'8'eaiH*'a  year  fof 
ber  by  July  20.  ^«™  ^  ^^'*^  "'  i^ss. 

In  those  days  we  used  to  get  plenty  of  seals  on  the  Zoltoi  sands  near 
the  Reef  rookery,  and  now  there  are  none  there.  I  have  worked  on  the 
sealing  grounds  at  everything  there  is  to  do,  from  driving  to  clubbing, 
and  preparing  the  skins  ior  shipment. 

When  Mr.  VV^ebster  had  charge  of  the  killing  at  Northeast  Point, 
where  he  used  to  kill  from  25,000  tt)  35,000  seals  in  a  season,  I  generally 
did  the  c'0( iking  there,  and  I  cooked  seal  meat  every 
day.  nnd  we  all  ate  it,  and  our  people  live  on  seal  meat,   dife^aledseri.*"'''^'"^ 
yet   I  uev(H'  saw  a  sick  or  a  diseased  seal  or  a  carcass 
thj.  f  ■■  '.K  anlit  for  food. 

I  i.ovo  Iriven  seals  from  all  the  rookeries  and  under  the  directions  of 
several  .jhieCs.  and  I  know  the  orders  were  always  very 
strict  a.  >!''  ilie  care  we  must  take  of  the  seals  on  the 
road.  jSo  drives  were  made  in  warm  weather;  the  seals  were  not  hur- 
ried, but  every  once  in  awhile  they  were  allowed  to  sto])  and  rest.  The 
men  who  did  the  driving  Avere  relieved  from  time  to  time,  so  that  no 
man  should  get  too  cold  on  the  drive,  and  when  the  sun  came  out  warm 
the  drive  was  always  abandoned  an(l  the  seals  allowi^l  to  go  into  the 
sea.  I  never  saw  the  seals  over<lriven  or  overli(;atcd,  nor  have  I  ever 
seen  a  seal  die  <ni  the  drive  except  one  or  two  occasionally  smothered. 

''he  drivers  cairy  their  knives  along,  and  when  a  seal  dies  they  skin 
ii-   /  v.iux  the  skin  is  brought  to  the  salt  house  and  counted  in  with  the 

A .  oviuheated  seal  would  not  be  worth  skinning,  and  for  that  reason 
the  eonipany  agent  is  particular  that  the  seals  are  not  overheated.  I 
liave  clubbed  seals,  too,  and  at  present  I  am  a  regular  clubber. 

We  know  a  cow  seal  on  sight,  and  when  we  find  one  on  the  killing 
grounds  we  take  care  she  is  not  injunnl.  Very  few  cows  get  into  the 
drives  before  the  mi(hlle  of  August,  and  then  we  are  only  driving  and 
killing  a  few  hundred  a  week  for  food. 
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Arrival  of  seals. 


lillllM. 

liaclielorH. 

COWM. 


I'lips,  l)irth  of. 
Can  not  swim. 


KiMUiili's  feeding; 


All  cows  killed  on  the  seal  islands  are  killed  accidentally,  and  it  oc- 
cnis  s()  seldom  that  I  do  not  think  there  l)as  been  to 

ce?tVy  accident  """  <^x<'<'«'<l  1<H>  since  1  camc  to  the  island  in  1.SG9.     So  care- 
fully has  this  been  guarded  that  when  we  used  to  be 

allowed  to  kill  pup  seals  in  Xoveniber  we  had  to  examine  and  separate 

the  sexes  and  kill  none  but  males. 

The  seals  cjime  to  the  islands  in  spring  and  they  came 
from  the  southward. 
The  first  bulls  arrive  late  in  April  or  very  early  in  May,  and  they  are 
coining  along  till  -liine.  The  bachelors  c(»me  in  May, 
the  older  (meslirst,  and  they  continue  coming  till  .luly, 
when  the  younger  ones  arrive.  The  cows  api)ear  about 
the  loth  of  June,  and  they  are  all  on  the  rookeries  about 

the  middle  of  July. 
The  pups  are  l)on\  smwu  after  the  arrival  of  the  cows,  and  they  are 
hel]):  ■      '1  id  can  not  swim,  and  they  would  drown  it' 
put  in  ter.     The  pups  have  no  sustenance  ex<'ept 

what  th.      »\vs  furnish  and  no  cow  suckles  any  jnip  but 

her  own.     The  ])U])s  would  suck  any  cow  if  the  cow  would  let  theni. 
After  the  puj)  is  a  few  days  old  the  cow  goes  into  the  sea  to  fciul  and 
at  tii'st  she  will  only  stay  away  for  a  few  hours,  but  as 
the  ])up  grows  stronger  she  will  stay  away  more  and 

more  until  she  will  sometimes  be  away  for  a  week. 

1  do  not  think  the  bachelors  go  to  feed  from  the  time  they  haul  (uit 
until  they  leave  the  islands  in  November,  for  I  have 

ir';"' is'iniHis  to  f,."',i*  observed*  the  males  killetl  in  May  are   fat  and  their 
stomachs  I'nll  of  lish,  mostly  codlish,  while  the  males 

killed  in  July  and  afterwards  are  ])oorer  and  i)oorer  and  their  stomachs 

are  eni]>ty.     1  know  the  bulls  do  not  eat  during  their  four  months'  stay 

on  the  islands. 

In  August  the  families,  or  harems,  break  up  and  the  cows  scatter  all 
over  the  rookeries,  and  the  bulls  begin  to  go  away  late 
in  August  and  all  through  Sei)tember,  so  that  Acry  few 

are  left  in  October.    The  cows  and  bachelors  begin  to  leave  in  October 

and  November,  but  their  going  is  regulated  somewhat  by  the  weather. 
Cold  stormy  weather,  with  sudden  heavy  frost,  will  d live  them  oil' 

sooner,  so  that  the  islands  will  be  deserted  by  December  !'»,  while  warm 

weather  will  keep  i»lenty  of  bachelors  liereuntil  late  in  .lannary,  when  I 

have  known  them  to   be  driven  and  killed  for  foo«l.     When  the  seals 

leave  the  island  they  go  southward  and  through   the  passes  of  the 

Aleutian  Islands  into  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
It  was  in  1884  that  1  first  noticed  a  decrease  in  the  seals,  and  it  has 
been  a  steady  and  a  very  rapid  decrease  ever  since  188(J, 
so  that  at  ju-esent  there  is  notoiuMiuartercas  many  seals 

on  the  island  as  there  was  every  year  from  lS(»<)tol88;}. 

1  have  known  of  one  or  two  scluxmers  operating  in  liering  Sea  as 
eai'ly  as  1877  or  1878,  and  th(\y  were  on  the  rookeries 
occasionally  during  the  past  ten  years;  but  they  can 

not  damage  the  seal  herd  much  by  raiding  the  rookeries,  because^  they 

(•an  not  take  many,  even  were  they  permitted  to  land,  which  they  are 

not  by  any  means. 
The  schoonei's  increased  every  year  from  the  time  I  first  noticed 
them  until  in  1884  there  Mas  a  fleet  of  'JQ  or  30,  and 

creasoljtC'aUng'iui".  thcii  I  bcgaii  to  scc  morc  and  UKU-e  dead  pups  on  the 
rookeries,  until  in  18111  the  fleet  of  sealing  schooners 

numbered  more  than  a  hundred  and  the  rookeries  were  covered  with 

dead  pups. 
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Plenty  of  bulls. 


It  is  my  opmion  that  the  COWS  are  killed  bv  the  hunt-     ,        ,     , ,,,   , 
CIS  when  they  Ji'<>  out  in  the  sea  to  feed,  and  the  pups  whii.i feciiint;. 
are  left  to  die  and  do  die  on  the  island. 

1  never  knew  of  a  time  when  there  were  not  jilenty  of  bulls  for  all  the 
cows,  and  1  ne  er  saw  a  cow  seal — except  a  two-year 
old — without  a  pup  by  her  side  in  the  proper  season. 
1  never  heard  tell  of  an  impotent  bull  seal,  nor  do  I  believe  there  is 
such  a  thing",  exceptinjj  the  very  old  and  feeble, or  badly  wounded  ones. 
1  have  seen  hundreds  of  idle  vijjforous  bulls  upon  the  rookeries,  and 
there  were  no  cows  for  them.    I  saw  many  such  bulls  last  yt^ar. 

The  pups  do  not  learn  to  swim  until  they  are  <>  to  8  weeks  old,  and 
after  learning'  they  seem  to  prefer  to  be  on  the  laiul; 
and  I  think  they  would  not  leave  the  islands  only  for  J^l}^^  '"'^''"'«  ^ 
the  cold  weather,  or  it  may  be  they  follow  the  cows  to 
sea  after  being"  weaned. 

If  the  seal  were  let  alone  in  the  water  we  could  maiuige  them  so  as  to 
again  build  u".  the  rookeries.  We  are  so  familiar  with 
their  habits  and  they  are  so  accustomed  to  us  that  there  garv"*"""""  no«e». 
IS  no  dilh*  alty  in  managing  them  so  as  to  make  them 
increase.  They  are  easy  to  handle,  the  little  pups  are  not  shy  of  us,  and 
(^veu  when  they  are  older  in  the  fall  they  v.iui  be  handled  nuich  easier 
than  sheep.  I  can  manage  seals  better  than  I  can  some  of  the  sheei) 
brought  on  the  islands  and  which  I  have  been  sent  to  cat(;h. 

John  Fratis. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  officer  empowered  to  adminis- 
ter oaths  under  section  1970,  Eevised  Statutes  of  tlui  United  States, 
this  10th  of  June,  1892,  at  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  H.  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  char  ye  of  IScal  Islands. 


Deposition  of  Henry  A.  Glidden,  Treasury  agent  on  St.  Paul  Island. 

habits.    manacjement.    pelagic  sealing. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss: 

Henry  A.  Glidden,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at 
Albion,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  am  (>l  years  of  age,      j,^     . 
a  lawyer  by  profession,  and  am  not  in  the  employ  of      •^i"'"'"""- 
the  United  States  Government.     I  wjrs  appointed   special  Treasnry 
agent  in  charge  of  the  seal  islands  under  Secretary  F<»lger.    On  May 
.'U,  1882,  I  arrived  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  remained  tiiere  until  June 
8,  1885,  only  returning  once  to  the  States  to  pass  tlie  winter  of  188;{-'81. 
1  was  located  the  entire  time  on  St.  I'aul  Island.     During  my  expe- 
rience there  I  examined  carefully  the  rookeries  <m  the  island,  as  was 
necessary  in  connection  with  my  duties  as  special  Treasury  agent, 
and  incidentally  studied   seal   life  on  the  islands.     I   am  unable  to 
state  whether  the  seals  increased  or  not  during  mv 
residence  on  St.  Paul,  but  they  certainly  did  not  de-  .,.pri;cM"i'?p.s"'nTs,sl^' 
crease,  except  perhaps  there  Avas  a  slight  decrease  in 
1884.     In  all  my  conversations  with  the  natives,  which  were,  i»f  course, 
a  great  many,  they  never  spoke  of  the  seals  being  on  the  decrease,  as 
they  certainly  w<mld  have  done  if  such  had  been  the         nii.    -    i  u 
case.    During  these  years  there  was  always  a  sufficiency      *"  ctmyot      •. 
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of  vigorous  male  life  to  serve  all  the  female  seals  which  came  to  the 
islands,  and  cerUiuly  duriiij?  this  period  seal  life  was  not  affected  by 
any  deficiency  of  males.  1  do  not  thinlc  that  tlie  number  of  seals  on 
the  rookeries  can  be  even  approximately  estimated.  No  satisfactory 
Not  poHHii.io  K.  "><'i>*^'"'ei"t'i>t  of  the  breediiij;  j^rounds  on  which  t(»  base 
esiiiimton limber  of  an  apj^'oximation  of  the  number  of  seals  has  ever  be(^n 
seals  ou  ihIiukIh.  ^^  ^..^j^  y^^  made.  And,  even  if  such  measurement  conhl 
be  made,  the  broken  nature  of  the  groniid,  tiie  inequality  of  distribu- 
tion of  the  seals  while  on  lan<l,  and  tlu'  lact  tluit  the  females  are  <!(m- 
stantly  cominji'  and  K^inf??  lucclude  the  possibility  of  any  Hort  of  calcu- 
lation which  could  be  of  any  value  at  all. 

During  the  tinuj  I  was  on  the  islands  1  only  saw  a  very  few  dead 

pups  on  the  rookeries,  but  the  number  in  f.S.S4  wiis 
Dead  pups.  slij>htly  iiiorc  than  in  former  years.     1  never  noticed  or 

examined  dead  imps  on  the  rookeries  before  1S84,  the  number  being  so 
small,  but  that  year  1  cxsimiiied  them,  and  found  them  very  much 
emaciated.  In  my  judgment  they  were  starved  to  death  because  their 
nu)thers  had  been  killed  while  away  froiu  the  islands  in  search  of  food. 

This,  perhaps,  would  not  be  so  if  a  cow  wcmld  suckle 
horowinmp!"*  ""'*   '^"y  1*"1>  that  comes  to  her,  but  she  will  not,  and  on 

the  contrary  will  beat  off  any  young  seal  which  en- 
deavors to  nurse  from  luu'  except  her  own.  I  kuow  a  cow  recognizes 
her  pup,  but  a  pup  never  seems  to  distinguish  its  mother  tVom  other 
cows  which  it  comes  in  contact  with.  During  the  entire  sealing  scnson 
males  of  all  classes  remain  on  the  islands,  except  that  the  bachelors 
once  in  a  while  go  into  the  w.ater,  but  remaiu  in  the  vicinity  of  the 

islands.    The  females,  on  the  contrary,  are  going  and 
Females  feoiiing.      ,.o,niug  to  aiid  from  tlic  watcr  for  the  purpose  of  feed- 
ing.    I  believe  it  is  wliile  the  fenuiles  are  thus  going  to  and  from  the 
feeding  grounds  and  throu<'h  the  Aleutian  i)asses  that  they  are  inter- 

cei)ted  and  shot  by  open-sea  sealers.     A  pup  seal  until 
Tup   unabio  to  [^  js  six  wccks  or  two  months  old  never  goes  into  the 
*^""'  water,  being  evidently  afraid  to  do  so,  and  it  is  only 

after  this  ago  that  it  begins  by  degrees  to  become  ac(iuainted  with  the 
sea.  I  am  of  the  opinion  if  a  pup  got  iuto  the  water  that  it  would  be 
drowned  and  therefore  would  perish  if  born  in  the  water.  For  the  first 
six  or  eight  weeks  of  its  life  a  pup  is  a  land  animal  and  in  no  way 
amphibious. 

I  became  very  familiar  with  the  methods  employed  by  the  natives  in 

taking  the  bachelor  seals,   which  are  the  only  ones 
DriWuK"'*"*'  killed  on  the  islands,  and  1  do  not  believe  any  improve- 

ment could  be  made  in  the  methods.  The  driving  from 
the  hauling  grounds  to  the  killing  grounds  was  alwajs  conducted 
with  the  greatest  care;  was  done  at  night  or  very  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, slowly  and   with   frequent  rests,  so  that  the  seals  might  not 

become   overheated.     During   the   killing  the    mer- 
'"''■  chantable   seals  were  always  carefully  selcH^ted.    No 

females  were  killed,  except  perha[)s  one  or  two  a  season  by  accident, 
aiul  the  remainder  of  the  herd  were  allowed  to  return  to  the  water  or 
hauling  grounds.  Very  few  seals  were  killed  in  a  "drive,"  and  the 
skins  of  these  were,  in  nearly  every  case,  retained  and  counted  iu  the 
quota  allowed  to  be  taken  by  the  lessees.  The  number  of  seals  killed 
in  this  way  could  not  possibly  have  affected  seal  life  on  the  island.  I 
never  ssiw  or  heard  of  a  case  where  a  male  seal  was  seriously  injured 
by  driving  or  redriving.  And  I  do  not  believe  that  the  virility  of 
males'  driven  was  destroyed  by  climbing  over  the  rocks  or  affected  in 


RELATING    TO   ST.    PAUL    ISLAND. 


Ill 


feeil- 

tlie 

uter- 

until 

to  the 

only 

th  t\\(i 

(I  be 

first 

)  way 

vos  in 

ones 
)rove- 

t'roni 
hicted 
ni<  un- 
it not 

nier- 
No 
ident, 
iter  or 
id  the 
iu  the 

killed 
id.  I 
jijiired 
|lity  of 

ted  iu 


Xo  long  ilrires. 
ItaitU. 


iiny  way  by  driving.    Certainly  the  reproductive  powers  of  male  life 
on  the  islands  were  never  decreased  or  impaired  by  these  methods. 

Another  fa«t  in  this  connnection  is  that  the  lessees  located  the 
killing  grounds  as  near  the  hauling  grounds  as  seemed  to  be  prudent 
without  disturbing  the  breeding  of  tlie  rookeries.  That  boats  and  teams 
were  provided  for  transporting  the  skins  to  the  salt  houses  from  the 
killing  grounds,  thus  avoiding  long  ''drives,"  Raids 
on  the  rookeries  by  marauders  did  not,  while  I  was  on 
th(^  islands,  amount  to  anything,  and  certainly  seal 
lite  there  was  not  affected  to  any  extent  by  such  incursions.  I  only 
knew  of  one  raid  upon  St.  Paul  Island  while  I  was  there.  It  was  by 
a  Japanese  vessel,  and  they  killed  about  one  hundred  seals,  the  car- 
casses of  which  we  found  on  board  when  we  captured  the  vessel.  The 
Pijbilof  seal  herd  should  be  protected  both  in  IJering 
b  land  the  North  Pacitic  Ocean,  because  the  injury  to  gafy"'"""""  '""""'" 
seal  life,  bringing  about  a  decrease  In  the  size  of  the 
herd,  is  caused  by  the  slaughter  of  females  in  the  open  sea.  If  the 
seals  are  thus  protected  aud  the  existing  methods  and  regulations 
are  carried  out  on  the  islands  the  seal  herd  will  not  decrease,  but  on 
the  contrary,  in  my  opinion,  will  increase.  If  the  seals  are  not  pro- 
tected in  these  waters,  the  herd  will  be  exterminated  in  a  very  short 
time.  It  is  only,  therefore,  by  protecting  the  seals  everywhere  in  the 
sea  and  ocean  that  seal  life  can  be  preserved. 

Henry  A.  Glidden. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  15th  day  of  April,  1892. 

[L.  S]  CUAS.  L.    liUGHES, 

Notary  Public. 


Experience. 


Deposition  of  Charles  J.  Ooff,  Treasury  agent  in  charge  of  Pribilof  Islands. 

pribilof  rookeries. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss: 

Charles  J.  Goff',  of  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says:  I  am  45  years  of  age.  During  the  years 
1889  and  1890  I  occupied  the  position  of  special  Treas- 
ury agent  iu  charge  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.  I  was  located  on 
St.  Paul  Island,  only  visiting  St.  George  Island  occasionally.  About 
the  1st  of  June,  1889,  I  arrived  on  St.  Paul  Island  and  remained 
there  until  October  12, 1889,  when  I  retuiMied  to  San  Francivsco  for  the 
winter.  Again  went  to  the  islands  in  1800,  arriving  there  about  the 
last  week  in  May  and  remaining  until  August  12,  1890.  Since  that 
time  I  have  never  been  on  the  islands.  My  principal  observations  as 
to  seal  life  upon  the  islands  were  confined  to  St.  Paul  Island,  as  I  only 
visited  St.  George  Island  occasionally. 

During  my  first  year  on  the  islands  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
was  the  lessee  thereof,  and  during  my  second  year  the  North  American 
Connuercial  Company.  In  1889  I  made  caretiil  observations  of  the 
rookeries  on  St.  Paul  Island  and  marked  out  the  areas 
covered  by  the  breeding  grounds;  in  1890  I  examined  ing'^.r^aT  ^  '*"**" 
these  lines  made  by  me  the  former  year  and  found  a 
very  great  shrinkage  in  the  spaces  covered  hy  breeding  seals. 


112 


TESTIMONY 


rii!!  't 


If 


In  1889  it  was  quite  dittuMilt  for  the  lensees  to  obtain 
pi»nv>>"<'biiiin  q'lwto  their  fiill  qiiota  ot'  10(>,(M.»0  skins;  so  ditticult  was  it  in 
"'"''""'■  fact,  tliat  in  order  to  turn  oft'  a  suftitient  number  of 

four  and  five  years-old  males  from  the  hauling  {"rouiuls  for  breedinff 
l)uri)oses  in  the  future,  the  lessees  were  compelled  to  take  about  50,000 
skins  of  seals  of  one  or  two  years  of  ajje.  1  at  once  reported  this  fact 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  advised  the  takinjjf  of  a  less  num- 
ber of  skins  the  followinin'  year.  I'ursuant  to  such  report  the  Govern- 
ment fixed  upon  the  number  to  be  taken  as  00,000,  and 
iowoii"to  b^'takun  In  further  Ordered  that  all  killing  of  seals  upon  the  is- 
^^^-  lands  should  stop  after  the  L'Oth  day  of  July.    I  was 

further  ordered  that  I  should  notify  the  natives  upon  the  Aleutian  Is- 
lands that  all  killing  of  seals  while  coming  from  or  going  to  the  seal 
islands  was  prohibited.    These  rules  and  regulations  went  intt)  ellect 
in  1890,  and  pursuant  thereto  I  posted  notices  for  the  natives  at  various 
points  along  the  Aleutian  chain,  and  saw  that  the  orders  in  relation  to 
the  time  of  killing  aiul number  allowed  to  be  killed  were  executed  upon 
the  islands.    As  a  result  of  the  enforciement  of  these  regulations,  the 
lessees  were  unable  to  take  more  than  21,238  seals  of  the  killable  age  of 
from  one  to  Ave  years  during  the  season  of  1890,  so 
qimtli  nlls^.  °'"^'"  great  had  been  the  decrease  of  seal  life  in  one  year,  and 
it  would  have  been  impossible  to  obtain  00,000  skius 
even  if  the  time  had  been  unrestricted. 
The  Table  A  appended  to  this  affidavit  shows  how  great  had  been 
the  decrease  on  St.  Paul  Islands  hauling  grounds,  bear- 
ing in  mind  the  fact  that  the  driving  and  killing  was 
done  by  the  same  persons  as  in  former  years,  and  was 
as  diligently  carried  on,  the  weather  being  as  favorable  as  in  1889  for 
seal -driving.    I  believe  that  the  sole  cause  of  the  de- 
^  Cause,  peiiijric  seal-  ercasc  is  pclagic  sealing,  which  from  reliable  informa- 
tion I  understand  to  have  increased  greatly  since  188-1: 
or  1885.    Another  fact  I  have  gained  from  reliable  sources  is  that  the 
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great  majority  of  the  seals  taken  in  the  open  sea  are 
water'aVeiir^nmutor  i)regnant  femalcs  or  females  in  milk.  It  is  an  unques- 
niiikinj;.  tiouablc  fact  that  the  killing  of  these  females  destroys 

the  pups  they  are  carrying  or  nursing.  The  result  is  that  this  de- 
struction of  pups  takes  Jibout  eipuilly  from  the  male  and  female  increase 
of  the  herd,  and  when  so  many  male  pups  are  kill'id  in  this  manner, 
besi«les  the  100,000  taken  on  the  islands,  it  necessarily 
affects  the  number  of  killable  seals.  In  1889  this  drain 
upon  male  seal  life  showed  itself  on  the  islands,  and  this,  in  my  opinion, 
actcounts  for  the  necessity  of  the  lessees  taking  so  many  young  seals 
that  year  t(»  till  out  their  quota. 

As  soon  as  the  effects  of  pelagic  sealing  were  noticed  by  me  upon  the 
islands  I  reported  the  same,  and  the  Government  at  once  took  steps  to 
limit  the  killing  upon  the  islands,  so  that  the  rookeries  might  have  an 
oi)portunity  to  increase  their  numbers  to  their  f(u-mer  condition;  but 
it  will  be  imi)ossible  to  repair  the  depletion  if  pelagic  sealing  continues. 
I  have  no  doubt,  as  I  reported,  that  the  taking  of  100,0(M)  skins  in  1889 
atte(!ted  the  male  life  on  the  islands,  and  cut  into  the  reserve  of  male 
seals  necessary  to  i)reserve  annually  for  breeding  purposes  in  the 
future,  but  this  fact  did  not  become  evident  until  it  was  too  late  to  re- 
pair the  fault  that  year.  Except  for  the  numbers  destroyed  by  i)elagic 
sealing  in  the  years  previous  to  1889  the  hauling  grounds  would  not 
have  been  so  depleted,  ami  the  taking  of  10(»,000  male  seals  would  not 
have  impairetl  the  reserve  for  breeding  purpost  s  or  diminished  to  any 
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extent  the  seal  life  on  tlie  Pril)il(>f  Ishiinis.  Kvcn  in  fliis  diniinislieil 
state  of  tlu'  rookeries  in  ISHK  I  eaiefiilly  ol<serve(l  tliiit  in  (lie  majority 
of  eases  the  foui-  ami  live  year  old  males  wvw  allowed  to  tiro}*  ont  of  u 
•' drive"  before  the  haehelors  had  lieeiMlriv«'n  any  distance  from  the 
hauling'  grounds.  These  s»'als  weni  h't  go  lor  tlie  sole  purixtse  of  sn[»- 
plying  sulHeient  future  bleeders. 

A  few  seals  are  injured  by  redriviug  (olteu  eonllicted  with  overdriving 
and  sometimes  so  called),  but  the  number  so  injured  is 
inconsiderableandcould  hav<'noa|>|>re('iabh!etl"ectui)on    ,  if'vi'>viiijimi>vir- 
.soal   life  through  d«'stroying  the  virility  of  the  male. 
The  decrease,  caused  by  pelagic  sealing,  compelled  whatever  injurious 
jedriving  has  taken  place  on  the  islands,  as  it  was  often  necessary  U* 
(irive  every  two  or  three  days  from   the  same  hau'iing  grounds,  which 
caused  many  seals  let  go  in  a  formt'r  "<lrivc"to  be  driven  over  again 
before  thoroughly  resti'd.     If  a  "drive"  was  made  only  (»uee  a  week 
from  a  certain  hauling  ground,  as  had  been  the  case  belbre  pelagic  sealing 
grew  to  sueh  t'liormons  proportions  and  de])leted  the  rttokeries,  there 
would  be  no  damage  at  all  resulting  from  redriving. 

In  my  opinion,  pelagic  sealing  is  tlie  cause  of  redriving  on  the  islamis, 
the  deph'ti(»u  of  th«'  rookeries,  and  ))romises  to  soon  make  the  Alaska 
fur-seal  herd  a  thing  ol"  the  i)ast.     If  continued  as  it  is  to-day,  even 
if  killing  on  the  islands  was  absolutely  forbidden,  the  herd  will  in  a 
few  years  be  exterminated.     1   am,  thcrelore,  of  the 
opinion  that  pelagic  sealing  should  be  abs<»lutely  pio-      |'i"ii'i''iii>uiitTu»- 
hibitedboth  in  BeringSea  and  the  North  Pacillc  Ocean. 
If  this  is  (lone  and  a   few  years  are  allowed  the  seal  herd  to  recover 
from  the  enormous  slaughter  of  the  past  seven  years,  the  I'ribilof  Islamis 
will  produce  their  100,0tMJ  skins  as  heretotbie  tor  an  iudetiuite  period. 

1  luTeby  a[)pend  to  and  make  a  part  of  this  allidavit  a  table,  nuirked 
A,  giving  the  number  of  seals  kilhMl  each  day  ou  the 
Island  (»f  St.  Paul  during  they*  ars  1889  and  18U()  up  .  Ji"'.'}^''?.  "^^•"  """ 
to  theL'Oth  day  of  July. 

I  also  append  to  and  umke  a  i)art  of  this  allidavit  a  table,  marked  IJ, 
showing  the  killing  of  seals  on  the  island  of  St.  I*aul  u]»  to  -luly  L'O,  'or 
for  the  years  1870  to  181K),  inclusive,  comjuhd  from  the  records  kept  it 
the  Government  House  on  St.  I'aul  Islantl. 

I  also  append  to  and  make  a  i)art  of  this  allidavit  a  table,  marked  (', 
showing  the  daily  temperature  and  state  of  the  weather  for  tlu'  UKmths 
of  June  and  .July  during  the  years  ISSO  and  1S!I(»,  compiled  from  o])ser- 
vations  taken  by  Di'.  O.  A.  Lutz,  on  St.  Paul  Island, 

ClIARLKfl  A.  CJoFF. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  befoi'c  me,  a  notary  [tublie  in  and  for  the  Dis- 
triet  of  Columbia,  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 
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Skvellon  a.  IjIJown, 

^'otary  rublic. 
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A. — Tabic  showing  the  killinff  of  fur-wals  on  SI.  Paul  hlnnd  up  to  July  20,  ISDO,  by  the 

^'oilh  .liiicrican  Commtnial  Company. 

VILL.VCK  KILIvINd  (iK  (UN J). 


llato. 

TCiinilxT 
killcil. 

])nt«. 

N'iiiiili«r 
KilU.l. 

1889. 

2111 
120 
947 
702 
H4(t 
Hit,-) 
1,101 
1,501 

25:i 

1 .  :i.-i:i 

2.  .S78 
!17U 

],:ti4 

:iii 

i,:)49 

],0:I8 

1800. 
fluiie    0 

IIG 

10             

11 

f,7l 

]2                                             

i:i 

];)o 

14     

1(1 

ai7 

15 

17 

107 

17 

18 

274 

18  

2;) 

339 

1!)  

21 

292 

20 

2;i 

521 

22 

24 

426 

24                                      

2.') 

206 

2,")     

20 

117 

2(i 

'_>" 

;il)6 

27 

28 

29 

28 

;ii) 

Total 

2011 

20!) 

4,402 

Total 

July     1 

1.^,  162 

l,(i2:t 
81)4 
1.841 
1,710 
1 , 2.'i.'j 
l,;iii2 
814 
l,;il4 

c-.i 

2,  004 
1,000 

:i,  otj.'i 

1,911 
1,931 
2.  (140 
2,ni7 

l.!ii:i 

Jiilv     1 
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*} 

242 

a  

\s 

183 

4  

4 

,'-1 

404 

,1                  

520 

0                   

7 

8 

411 

8 

201 

9  

9 

io:i 

10     ..            

1" 

12 

378 

12 

o;i:i 

i;)       .                     .                       

Ill     .. 

211 

M  

14 

ITi 
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10     

3  LI 

17                        

17 

18 

19 

2i) 

Total 
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Iti  
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19 
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2'J        

780 

Totiil             
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June  17. 
18. 
19. 
21. 
24. 


20. 


28. 
29. 


July     1. 


6. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

i:t. 

15. 
10. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 


Date. 


Number 
kill(!(l. 


1889. 


Total  , 


1890. 
Juno  17 

16 

18 

78 

20 

438 

21 

9(i 

2! 

179 

24       

205 

2.")         ... 

100 

27 

230 

28 

79 

;!0               

98 

July      1 

131 

•) 

90 

:;       

180 

4 

321 

5 

74 

7     

330 

R                  

.379 

9        .     .              

27' 

10 

112 

13 

058 

15     

245 

10         .         .                         ... 

31" 

17 

48.) 

18 

4(15 

19 

440 

20 

550 

Total 

6,007 
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321 
74 
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37l> 
271 
112 
C5« 
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RECAPITUI.ATIUX. 

Total  numher  of  fur  ural  killitl  hy  Icmhith  an  St.  I'uul  Jnhiiitl  from  June  t  lo  July  CO, 

isao cfi,  ISO 

1«U0 17,105 

U. — Table  Khinvinfi  the  lieiiiniihuj  of  cnch  ivnHny  hcokoii  on  the  ishinds  of  St.  Paul  ami  St. 
llvorfic  from  /.??«  lo  IVJii,  intliinive,  and  the  number  of  fur-atuh  accepted  by  the  lesine» 
lip  to  -hily  .0  of  each  year. 


Year. 


St.  rnul. 


Spamm 
bogiiii— 


1870  . 
1H71  . 

1572  . 

1573  . 
1H74. 
1875  . 

1H77  . 
1S7H  . 
1870  . 
18>0  . 
IHSl  . 
1S.-2  . 
1»H3  . 
lhS4  . 
\liH'>  . 
lh.su  . 
1W7  . 
1SS8  , 
1  v-!l  . 
\>'.M  . 


SkipH  («•■ 

I'CJllOll. 


St.  George. 


Siiisim 
begun — 


Jiiuo 


2!),  7«8 
0.''.,  4!>'.t 
OS,  («,"> 
88, 0,")8 
83,  8110 
Oil,  ;;t)7 
.W,  732 
78,570 
80,  ,172 
80,  (K)0 
8(1,(1(10 
8(1,  (l(HI 
0(1,  1(11 
83,  (lie.; 
7(1,4,(1 
7'.',  12(1 
77,  38'.l 
7;l,  WW 
08, 485 
10, 833 


Ti.tnl 
,  .  nkiiiH  ao- 

Skins  ai'-     ci'iited. 
cvptuil. 


•)  (ine  4 
3 
4 

1 
1 
1 
1 
10 
3 
3 
0 
0 
4 
4 
1 
8 
1> 
0 
4 


12,  0(14 

21,  f>o;i 

17,3112 
8,  .Vi4 
10,011(1 
1(1,(11:0 
l.'i,  (1(10 
10,7(10 
20.  .''(lO 
L'O,  0(10 
20,(1110 
20,  Olio 
11,  123 
11,  I. -.2 
15,  0110 

13,  ;;:!.-> 

13,381 
13.  187 
1(1,  1:i8 
4,  IIJ 


42.  302 
87, 003 
85, 307 
00,012 
93, 8U0 
70, 307 
73, 732 
95,  270 
101,141 
1(HI,  000 
1(111,(1(1(1 
llili.  (111(1 
71,221 
01,  244 
85,451 
85,  .1.55 
'.10,  770 
8(1,  !l!15 
78. 1123 
■Jii.  045 


-Table  showini)  weather  and  temperature  on  St.  I'aul  Island  for  June  and  Julij,  IHS'J 

and  IS'M. 


D.iy  of 
niouLli. 


111. 
11. 


II. 


IT, 
18. 
111. 

'Jil. 
■Jl. 


'Jl... 


21). 
:iii. 
:;i. 


1889. 


Juno. 


Temppra- 
ture. 


Max.  Mill. 


42 
40 
44 

48 
47 
.lO 
44 

47 


33 
35 
38 
40 
;!9 
34 
43 
30 


Woatlier. 


No  record 


44 

43 
43 
38 
43 
42 
43 
40 
49 
40 
45 
40 
45 
40 
42 
40 
49 
51 
ftO 
50 
50 


38 
40 
38 
37 
37 
37 
37 
38 
38 
30 
37 
38 
38 
38 
39 
40 
40 
41 
41 
40 
40 


Fofiprv  — 
Cloudy  ... 

.  do 

..do 

...do 

..do 

..do 

...do 

..do 

Kain 

...do 

...do 

...do 

. .  do 

Thick  fog. 

Kain 

Cloudy  . . . 

Kain 

Clear 

Cloudy  . . . 

...do 

...do 

Rain 

Thick  tnir. 

...do....:. 

Clmidy  . . . 

Clear  

...d.. 

CliKidv  ... 
...do  -■ 


July. 


'^"T!.'.?™  .  Weather. 


ture. 


'I I 


Max. 
45 
48 
48 
48 
49 
42 
49 
50 
45 
49 
51 
5(1 
50 
49 
52 
50 
47 
48 
52 
49 
40 
50 
48 
40 
50 
44 
49 
48 
48 
50 
49 


Min.' 
40  ! 

40  I 
42 

41  I 
40  I 
40  ! 

42  I 
40  i 
42  j 
42  ! 

•11   1 

42  I 

40 

40  I 

42  i 

42 

43 

42 

42 

41 

43 

44 

42 

42 

42 

44 

43 

43 

■12 

43 

42 


Clear 

Ha/.y 

..do 

(;ieir 

Ha/.y 

, .  do 

Thick  fog. 

Kain .. 

H,(/y 

Tliick  fog. 

Fog 

Clear 

...do 

...do 

...do  

...do 

Hazy 

...d<. 

Fog 

Clear 

'J'hick  fog. 
Ruin...     . 

lla/.y 

Fog 

Ha/.y 

Tiiiek  fog. 

Hazy 

Kain 

Fog 

lia/.y 

Fog 


1890. 


June. 


July. 


Te!ii|iera- 
luro. 


Max. 
37 
34 
41 
42 
42 
43 
44 
48 
43 
44 
43 
42 
43 
4: 
4f 
4^ 
41 
4.1 
41 
4; 
U 
49 
49 
42 
45 
42 
44 
44 
43 
42 


48 

39 

43 

30 

45 

37 

44 

37 

40 

37 

43 

39 

45 

40 

Jfi'n 

33 
32 
33 
31 
32 
31 
38 
39 
30 
34 
37 
37 
37 
38 
39 
30 
37 
37 
37 
39 
40 
40 
39 
38 
40 
38 
39 
38 
40 
39 


Weather. 


Snow 

lla/v 

Clear 

Fint) 

(•|.:ir 

Fen 

liiizv 

Kiiiii 

TlileU  fog 

..  tlo 

...do  

Fog 

...do  

...do 

Raining  .. 

Fop 

Kain 

Clear 

F'og 

Fiiio 

Kain 

!  Clear  

Hazy 

Fog 

...do  

...do 

...do  

Hazy 

I. ..do 

I. ..do 


.1. 


I  I 


Teni 

lera- 

111 

'e. 

Max 

llin. 

to 

40 

48 

40 

40 

40 

47 

30 

50 

40 

51 

40 

51 

41 

44 

40 

40 

41 

47 

42 

48 

43 

51 

41 

46 

43 

44 

43 

45 

43 

44 

41 

47 

42 

47 

42 

50 

40 

49 

40 

54 

44 

50 

43  ! 

63 

45  i 

52 

40 

52 

45 

.53 

43 

53 

40 

49 

45 

48 

44 

48 

40 

61 

45 

AVeat  her. 


Fog. 

Ito. 
Ch'ar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

"Hi./,y. 

Do. 
Fug. 

Do. 

Do. 
Kain. 
Fog. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Uo. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


l(    ! 
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TKSTIMONY 


D<2>0NHi(m  o/  Alexander  llansmin,  einplni/v  of  hsuevn  on  ISt.  I'aul  Inland. 

riiLAUlCJ  SEALIKO. 


State  of  Califoijnia, 

Citi/  and  Coinitj/  of  San  Franchvo,  ss: 
Alexiiiider  Ilansson,  liaviii^bocii  duly  sworn,  di'jxjsrs  iind  says: 


T  Jiin 


K\p«rioiic(t. 


I'Iciitv  ul'Hral.s  ill 
188(1,  I«87. 


'M  years  of  aj;'*',   a   native  ol"  Sitka,  Alaska,  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  <'aliiornia,  and  attei-- 
wards  atten<led  school  six  yeais  in  Lovisa,  {''inland,  returning;'  to  tlu^ 
I'nited  States  in  187"),  when  18  years  old.     I   iniinediately  took  service 
as   se('<)nd  mate  on  the  schooner   Mattlinr   'J'lirnrr,  and   latei-  on  the 
steamer   Pora,  vessels  of  the  Alaska   (Joninn'icial  (Nimpany  sailiii;;'  t<) 
Alaska,  and  was  employed  a  .ni'eater  part  of  the  time,  for  two  years  and 
a  half,  in  the  IJualaska  district.     In  JcSSt;  1  went  to  St.  i'aul  Island  of 
the  I'ribilof  jiiToup,  and  hav«'  since  r«'mained  there  constantly  from  that 
time  until  Auj-ust,  ISIH.     I  was  emjjloyed  there  in  various  occupations 
in  t'ounectioii  with  si'aliu};',  butchielly  in  handlinj;' sealskins  and  as  one 
of  the  "  killinji.'^anji,"  anil  am  familiar  with  every  idiase  of  the  business. 
Ju  J.S8()  and  1.S87  there  appeared  t»)  be  enough   seals,  and  the  men 
were  kejtt  ])retty  steadily  at  w'(»rk  after  the  tirst  few 
<lays  of  the  season  until  the  catch  was  completed. 
(Jood  sized  skins  weie  taken  in  these  years  and  there 
was  no  trouble  in  in'ctting'  them,  but  larini!  seals  }>;iva\'  very  scarce  on 
the  island  in  ISSS,  and  still  more  so  in  the  three  Ibllow- 
inj"  years.     The  orders  ot  the  "  l>oss"  of  th<»  yaiip:,  m 
whii'h  I  worked  in  1888  and  lS8t>,  under  the  manajicirent  of  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company,  were  not  to  kill  the  Tj-year  (»ld  bulls,  because 
they  were,  he  said,  needed  <m  the  rookeries. 
There  were  a  good  many  <lead  i)ups  on  the  rook<Mies  every  year  I 
was  on  tlie  island,  and   they  si'emed  to  grow  more 
lUai  jiups.  mnnerous  from  year  to  year.    Theie  may  not,  in  fact, 

have  been  more  of  them,  becaus",  the  rook(!ries  were  all  the  time  grow- 
ing SI.  laller,  a.nd  the  dead  pups  in  the  latter  years  were  more  numertms 
in  ]»ro^)ortion  <tf  the  live  ones.  They  were  thin  and  poor,  and  appeared 
to  liave  starved  to  death. 

1  am  sure  the  size  of  the  rookeries  on  St.  Paul  Island 

and  the  nund)er  of  seals  on  them  in  1891  were  less  than 

one  half  of  their  si/e  and  number  in  188(». 

The  natives  for  whom  I  am  entitled  to  s]>euk,  as  being  one  of  them, 

and  receiving  a  shai-e  from  the  pro<'eeds  of  the  sealeries,  protest  that 

„,    .      ,.         the  United  States  (iovernment  ought  to  have  prote(!ted 

the  rookeries  against  deei)-sea  seal  nshing,  because  we 

believe  the  seals  rightly  belong  to  us  and  should  not  be  killed  when 

I'n.ttction  iitLtn-  they  are  away  from  their  ishiiul  home.     We  earnestly 

8'"^y-  piay  for  the  protection  to  which  we  are  justly  entitled. 

Alex.  Hansson. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  belbre  me  this  30th  day  of  April,  A.  13, 1892. 
[SEAL.J  Clement  JUcnxett, 

Notary  rublic. 


Kouki  rit's  smalliT. 
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Ih'ljositinn  nf  Ma.r  llrilht'<nnin',st'n'cti(r>j  of  Alaska  Cotnmereial  (^ompaui/. 

SKAF-SKIN   UKCOKI)  OF  ST.   I'ATL  ISLANU,  ALASKA,   IHll  TO  1889. 

Shitiving  Ihi' diilvK,  the  viutkerii'x  J'vom  wh'irh  llir  snih  irtn:  ilrimi,  nml  llic  numher  kiUm 
I'niiii  iiirh  tlron\  r.rcijil  Hint  tlir  ciilih  at  Xorlhiiisl  I'd'hiI,  in  iiitrnil  irvrklji,  irilhiiiil 
ilixiijnatiiKj  the  itartivithtr  imvl  a/  Ilia  I  vonkivii  J'rum  irhbh  Hit  aniiiidlx  in  re  drinii. 

1N71. 


M;iy 


IIIDf 


July 


Auk. 


Mny 
Jmio 


ir>.  Tvppf  anil  Tolstoy 17r> 

L'l.  i{(-.«r ■ i.'i:{ 

1 .  'I'ol.stoy 't~K 

2.  Rc«r.! L'L'O 

5.  Krrf !KI| 

♦;.  Kii«linli  Kiiy LtiSO 

».  Soul  Invent  Hay !••!!• 

10.  SoiidiwcMt  Ifay L7:'.(» 

i:{.  h'tM'f ...  SHI 

lij.  KiiKliHh    Hay  mid  Tol- 
stoy    1,130 

IS.  Kvvl' 1,H87 

20.  Soiilliwrst  liay l,(Mi!» 

20.  SonthwcHt  IJay OOl 

22.  Lukauaii ' 1,  L'.s:{ 

2:5.  Tolstoy lil.") 

21.  Uvv{  .'. 7!tl 

24.  Noillicast  Point 2,  (;.'.:( 

27.  Kiij,'lisli  Hay L-D!) 

28.  Knj;lis]i    IJay  and   Tol- 

stoy    2,  12H 

20.  lJ<'('f l,()0(i 

•M).  Tolstoy 271 

1.  Tolstoy !tlt 

;{.  Northeast  I'oint 2,  OliS 

5.  Uecf  and  Liikanaii SOS 

0.  JJcoland  Lnkanaii 2,  SI.". 

7.  Ufof 1,1«7 

8.  KVof 7.-.1 

17.  Zoltoy 1,020 

21.  Lnkanan  and  Tolstoy..  1,022 

22.  Northfast  i'oint '...  3,  ;ri2 

22.  K«tovv  778 

24.  Zoltoy 1,  172 

20.  Lukanan 1,  78H 

28.  Noitlioast  Point :i,  SSO 

28.  Tolstoy '.,  l.SSS 

31.  Ltikanan (i.")0 

11.  Zoltoy 205 

18.  Zoltoy 150 

11.  Pcof 227 

21.  Pfcf 4.") 

1.  Rci-f 7r>o 

:J.  Tolstoy 278 

5.  I.'ccr.'. 20.'J 

10.  Tolstoy 200 

11.  Sontliwcsfc  ISay 1.007 

12.  Ucvf ' 002 

13.  Kn^Misli  P.ay 1,730 

14.  Tolstoy  and   Lnkanan.  1,048 

14.  NortlitJast  Point 4,003 

15.  RtM^f 702 

17.  Zoltoy 388 

19.  Knjrl  i'sh  Hay 2,  S2() 

20.  Kfft  and  Z'oltoy 1, 100 

21.  Lnkauan 1,  702 


Anf?.  21.  Zoltov 1?2 

20.  Zoltov :,:i 

Soiit.    4.  K.'tovv ISO 

11.  Zoltoy l.-,S 

13.  Nortlirast  Point 52 

18.  Zoltov 105 

20.  Zoltov 77 

Oct.      2.  Lnkaiiaii    133 

9.  llalfwav  Point 1,117 

10.  Kotow 1,;{00 

11.  Kiiu'lisli    l!av   anil    Tol- 
stoy   1,300 

13.  Kiif^lisli    Itav   ami    Tol- 
stoy   ' 1,320 

14.  K.'.-f S25 

10.  Lnkanan 031 

17.  K'cor (W3 

19.  Knf{lisli    r.av   ami   Tol- 
sto\    1,  1.57 

12.  En^Hl^li   Hay  and    Tol- 
stoy    2,4.54 

■     17.  Northeast  Point 1.  t!H) 

15.  Northeast  Point 732 

19.  Northoast  Point 1,430 

21.  English    Hay   ami    Tol- 
stoy   ' 3,412 

25.  Enjilish    Hav   and   Tcd- 

s'toy ' 2,181 

27.  IvVof 712 

27.  Ketovy 1,420 

28.  Peer 070 

2S.  Northeast  Poijit 3,032 

28.  English  Hav  2,  987 

Nov.     0.  Peer 718 

10.  English  Hay .501 

Dee.    19.  K'eef 044 

30.  English  Hav 480 


77,020 


.Inno  21.  Northeast  Point 5,011 

22.  Lnkanan .521 

24.  Peef  and  Zoltov 910 

27.  Enjilish  Hav  4,015 

28.  T.d.stov 1,315 

28.  Lnkanan 3IS 

28.  Northeast  Point .5,  109 

29.  Lnkanan 798 

.Tnly     2.  Zoltoy 1.S39 

5.  English  Hav 3,2.59 

5.  Northeast  Point .5,117 

•     6.  Zoltov 1,010 

9.  Enjilish  Hav 3,  135 

12.  Lnkanan  and  Zidtoy  ..  2,000 

1,3.  Enjilish  Hay 2,319 

15.  Zoltoy  ....". 1,133 
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3  M7';^     ('(iiiliiiiinl. 


.Milv    Ki.  IIiiUViiv  Voiiit I.(i."!) 

IH.  Klii;lli.li   l!:iv    L',;il;! 

1!».  Nortlifiisl   I'l.iiit I.L'dl 

li).  LiiUiiiiiiii SUIJ 

'SJ.  Zoltt.v tt'S 

LT..  /dUo'v l,:t(!",l 

25.  Kn^ili'sli  i;:iv   L',  (17(1 

2!t.  Zolioy  -...'. 1(1 

Aiiii.     t).  /.oKo'v ll!t 

II.  ZoUo'v «7 

ItJ.  Nor(lii':is(   l'..iiit '-•() 

!!•.  /oKov 111.' 

'M.  Liikniiiii I.-.I 

Sopt..    U.  Jiiikaiiaii 55 


Srpt.   Hi.  Lill;:iinii 

20.  I.iik;iii;iii 

Oct.    10.  I.nk.iiiaii 

L':.'.  liiikiMiiin 

i;S.  JMIillisli   |!;iv   

'J!t.  r.h^lisli  Hiiv  ami  K'n-r. 

M.  J'^iijilish  lia.N  anil   \ii-r\'. 

lil.  Nordu'iiHt  I'dint 

Nov.  'J!t.  Tolstoy 

1  »cc.      ."i.  ii'cff 

ti.  Tolsloy 


2!) 
11 
10 
17 

1,255 

()(i4 

II 

l.CHO 

:!!t5 

tit) 


!•>, 


;!." 


1M7.J. 


Miiv    2:V  Soiilliwrsl  Hav 

2:t.  Kcor .■ 

JiiiH-    If.  h'cM'l"  anil 'I'olstoy 

•I.  Soul  liwi'sf.  Itay 

(j.  KN-rlaiiil  Tolstoy 

11.  Eiijili.sli  and  Sonlliwi'st 

liavh 

12.  K'.'i'f  anil  Zoltov 1 

11.  r.nulisli  l!ay 2 

1 1.  Nnillifasl,  i'oint :> 

17.  Tolstoy  1, 

17.  Wi'i'fanil  /..Moy 

.17.  I.nkanan 

2(».  Son  111  west  Liav '.V 

21.  Zoltov ■ 

2:i.  Tolstoy  1, 

2;t.  Nortlii'asl  I'oinI, H, 

25.  I'".n,i;lisli  r>ay !>, 

27.  U'l'i-r.'intl    l.iikan.an  ... 

2S.  Zoltoy  1, 

2S.  Nort  licasl  rointi 5, 

Jnly      I.  Tolstoy  1, 

2.  Zoltov  anil  I.nkanan. ..  2 

;{.  Iln-lisli  liav 1 

•I.  Zoitoy  2 

5.  Zoltoy  

5.  Noitlina.st  1  oint J 

April  27.  Xoitlii'ast  Point 

Mav      (i.  Sunt  hrast  l!a\ 

l!l.  I.'. 'if ■ 

25.  K.if 

30.  (v'i'of 

Juno    3.  l'".n;>liHli  anil  Soiit  liwcst 

Hav-x 2 

3.  Ki'iC 

4.  Kn-lisli    Hay   ami   Tol- 

stoy   

fi.  Xorthcast  I'oint I 

!S.  K'oilaml  Zoltoy 

9.  Enulisli  ami  Soiitliwrst 

Hays 1 

10.  Tolstoy 

11.  K'c.'f  .". . 

i;t.  l''.ii;ilisli  ami  Siintliwist 

Hays I 

13.  Tolstoy 

13.  Northeast  I'oint 4 


!iti 
iSS 
7!  Mi 
700 

•Mt; 


July     7.  Zoltoy  ami  Taikaniin...  1,51)2 

It.  Kniili'sli  liav 2,  IS5 

it.  Nortlifast  I'oint 1.(11  I 

M.  'I'olstov  !t!7 

15.  Zoltoy' !,22H 

1«.  i.nkanan I,5I(» 

2,115                 17.  I'Miulisli  r.av I, .55:! 

(;,5(i                 ^X.  Zoltov  !I25 

ok;                 1!>.  I.nkanaii   aii.l   Zoltoy  ..  1,015 

lit.  Northeast    I'oint 5,  (litti 

21 .  I'lnjiiiNli  IJay 752 

22.  J.iikanan  ai'nl  Zoltoy.  ..  I,!l2(i 
I>li3                23.  Lukaiiiui  ^iml  Zoltov  .  ■■  1 1(> 

iHO                 23.  Nortlu-ast  I'oint  ...' 2,725 

(i.50      Aiijr.    .1.  Zoltov 173 

13.  Zoltoy Ill 

lit.  Zoltoy (15 

25.  I.nkanan 72 

>pt.    1.  Tolstoy 

it.  TolstoV 

020      Oct.    25.  Tolstoy 

S3S      DiT.     it.  Tolstoy i; 

322                  20.  Tolstoy 3;" 

!I27  30.  Tolstoy 


110 
I 


u 


2,  IIH 
112 


till 
(W3 
(i(i2 


it^r-t. 


M 

107 
33(i 
303 


2,  3;)1 

53.S 

55(i 
0(12 
(i3^< 


(131 
510 

iisj 
(i20 
721 


.Fnnc  15.  IvrrCaml  Zolioy 


17 


11 


12 


lo, 


437 


17.  I'.nelisli    l!ay   .iml    Tol- 

.stoy 

17.  Zolto'v 


«S!1 


2,  (!S1I 
474 


1,S.  Sonlliwi'st  Hay.. 

]!'.  Soul  liwrst   liay  . . 

20.  Tolstoy  ami  l.iik: 

20.  Zoltoy' 

20.  Nortlii'.'ist   I'oint. 

23.  Zoltin  ami  l,iii\a 

25.  Kn;;li'sli  l!ay   .... 


I, 


Kmili 


r. 


2(!.    Ix'i'i't'aml  Zolioy 
27.  I.nkanan 


27.  Northi'ast   I'oii.l . .. , 
30.  Tolstoy  anil  Zoltoy 
.Inly     I.  I'.nulisii  Hay 


3.  Zoltoy  ami  i.nkiinan 
3.  Tolstoy 


4.  Zoltov  iiml  Lnkiinai 


,  ()()5 
'.0 

2,  5r)3 
470 

7,  212 

3,  i»77 
2,  «)8« 

5S0 
l,!tl3 
1,321 
K,  129 
1,212 
2.  20S 
2,  (il5 
1,537 

530 
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Hi) 


IRT- 1:— CoiitiiiiH'd. 


29 
11 
10 

17 

i,2r.5 

(it'll 

11 

l.dHO 

395 

6» 

3!)l 


July     1.  NortliciiHt  Point :{,01i 

(i.  'i'()l.stov l,.'i()l 

«.  i:ii;>liHli  liiiy 2,702 

it.  Zoll.ov 1,087 

;t.  Liik:iii!iii  iiii(rr(>i,st<)y  .  i,.wo 

10.  Zolt.ty i:{2 

10.  Nordicast  I'oiiit :t,  ;f(i7 

l.'t.  'rolNtiiy  and  Lukanan  .  I.tilil 

11.  Hnjilisli  May 2,  lOO 

15.  Z(.lt(iy " Ills 

l(i.  LiiUaiian l.Uiil 

IC.  ZoKoy (ItIS 

17.  Lukanan 527 

17.  N.)iiin-ast  Point i/HU 

2;].  Zoltoy 127 


.July  2S.  Zoiioy 
Anjj;.  5,  ZoKoy 
iO.  Zollo'v 
17.  ZolloV 
21.  Zoltoy 
Sept.  7.  Zoltoy 
K;.  Zolto'v 
Zoltoy 


Oct. 


I)., I 


I.  Zi.llov 

20.  K'.<^r 
17.  U.-.  f 


no 
1(11 

121 
tl(> 

91 
108 
117 

U 
lU 
lIKi 
171 


02,221 


Ls: 


1. 

51)2 

) 

1S5 

1, 

on 

!t!7 

!, 

22H 

1, 

510 

1, 

TtriM 

1 

015 

r> 

(iO',> 

7.52 

1 

,  !t2(» 

no 

i7;t 

in 

05 

■17 


75.  137 


sso 

2,  tlSO 

171 

1,()()5 

1,  750 

2,  503 
470 

7.  212 

3,  077 
2,  (iSH 

5S0 
1,013 
1,321 
X,  129 
1,212 
2.  208 
2,015 
1,  .537 

530 


.Ian. 

3. 

Nfortlnast  Point 

25 

■Funo 

20. 

.Southwest  Pay 

.       4, 03(5 

I'ol). 

10. 

North. Mst  Point 

0 

2(i. 

NorthfM.st  Point 

7,  323 

10. 

NortlM'ast  Point 

0 

28. 

K'ccf  and  Zoltoy 

1,520 

.Mar. 

(). 

Northcaslr  Point 

!(> 

30. 

Kn;!;lisli  Pay 

3,  025 

May 

0. 

Soutliwo.st  I?ay 

178 

.July 

1. 

Lnkanaii  and  Zoltoy 

.      2,  -,:u 

0. 

Soiitli\V(\st  l?ay 

311 

3. 

Northeast  Point 

5,  020 

10. 

NortlioaHt  Point 

0 

(5. 

Zoltov 

1,218 

M. 

Noitln^a.st  Point 

20 

8. 

lMij:;lisli  Pay 

3,  3(i5 

18. 
2L 

h'wf 

h'eof 

143 

fi5(i 

0. 
10. 

Tolstoy 

2,  0<»7 

Ki'tovy 

1,  125 

31. 

U<i'f 

102 

10. 

N'orlhca.st  Point 

5,  0:!5 

1. 

Tolstov      

1 

201 
108 

13. 
It. 

Zoltov 

1,  505 

Sonlliwcsl  liav 

Tolstoy 

1,810 

5. 

Zoltoy  and  Tolstoy 

602 

14. 

Kclovy 

740 

7. 

Zoltov,    Tol.stov,   a  n  tl 
IhH'i 

Sonlliwcst  and  KiikIIsIi 

15. 

Pn;i;lisli  Pay 

2,  7(H) 

8. 

710 

10. 
17. 

Zoltoy 

1 ,  2(  15 

Northeast  Point 

..       7.  i;!0 

10. 

May 

1 

5(]() 

17. 
17. 

Northe.i.st.  Point 

Zoltoy 

27 

South wcHt  and  Kiif^lisli 

o:!7 

12. 

Pay 

h'cci'  ami  Zoltoy 

1 

450 
(>31 

An;;. 

28. 
1. 

Zoltoy 

1.50 

Z(dtoy 

2:15 

12. 
11. 

15. 

Northca.st  Point 

Ttd.stov 

4 

0.52 
730 
115 

11. 
*> 

Kelov  v 

1!M 

Zollov 

150 

Half  Way  Point 

Zoltoy 

101 

10 

K'ocI'  ami  Tolstoy 

Lnkanan 

707 

11 

Z(dtoy 

78 

10. 

1.52 

2'' 

Zoltoy 

41 

18. 

Sont Invest-  and  llnnli.sli 

30. 

Zolt(»y 

(13 

10. 
10. 

Pays 

Zoltov 

•A 

1 

it 

:!IU) 
3li3 
252 

Oct. 
Nov . 

12. 

18. 

Zoltoy 

55 

Peel' 

1.55 

Nort) st   Point 

Tolstoy 

1,085 

21. 

Tol.stoy 

1 

8;i() 

27. 

SonlhwcMi     'ay 

0 

')•> 

Zoltoy 

I 

1 10 

23. 

KnuliHli  Pay 

3 

(107 

00,  030 

21. 

laiUanan 

202 

1S70. 


,fa!i.    12.  'IVdstoy  and  .'southwi'st 

Pay". 

May   23.  Southwest  Pay 

30.  Peel" 

ilnne    3.  .Southwest  Hay 

0.  Ife.-r ' 

(■.  K'eel' 

7.  Tolstoy 

8.  Southwest  Pay 

10.  Zoltoy ". 

10.  Northeast  Point 1, 

12.  Zoltoy 

13.  Hulfvviiy  Point 


709 

8!t7 
223 
188 

.Tune  1 1.  Tolstoy 

15.  Zcdtoy  and  1,':  ef 

10.  South wcHt  l!ii\  . .    

17.  Northeast  Poin  t 

lit.  Zoltoy 

'2,011 

;f,  120 

2,012 

830 

21.   Tol.stoy  Hill   

3,  Kil 

073 

4(i8 
.500 
173 

22.  Z(dtoy 

24.  Northeast  Po'iit 

21.  Southwest  Pay 

20.  Zoltoy 

180 
0,  103 
4,503 

802 

585 

8(;8 

28.  I'.uniish  Pay 

20.  Zoltoy ^ 

3,017 
1.442 

811 

.July     1.  Northeast  Point  .     ... 

7,0(K) 

ill 


120 


TESTIMONY 


IRrO— Coiitiniiod. 


July     1.  Tolstoy  imclMi(l<ll(i  Hill  4,  lit.".  '  An;,' 

4.  /oltoy  iiiid  Ketovy 2,  (ill   , 

5.  Tolstov 2,  ><4<>  I 

7.  EiigliKh  jiav 2,267     Sept, 

8.  Nortlion.Ht  I'oiiit «,  110 

8.  Lakiiiia:i   2, 12() 

10.  Zoltov 2, 089     Nov. 

10.  Tolstoy 1,974  ' 

21.  Zoltoy 58     Dec. 

2!».  Zoltoy 1,040  i 

Aug.     2.  Tolstoy 2,  139 

2.  Lukiinan 1,538  | 


10.  Zoltoy.... 
17.  Kotovy  ... 

23.  Kiitovy  ... 
1.  Zoltoy  .... 
9.  Kctovy  . . . 

16.  Zoltoy 

24.  Soiithwrst 

25.  Southwest 
14.  Tolstoy  . . . 


Hay. 
liav. 


120 
129 
207 
163 
50 
9 
376 
127 
575 


77, 900 


1877. 


■i  'iiH 


May    22.  Roof 

June    4.  R(!('f ... 

5.  >»"•;  ill  west  and  Kn;;lisli 
May 

8.  Soulhwest  and  English 
Hav 

12.  Rctiland  Zoltoy 

J3.  Halfway  Toint 

14.  Soiidiwi'st  and  En;;;lisli 
hay 

1.5.  Tolstoy  and  Lukanan  . 

16.  Zoltov 

18.  Zoltov 

19.  Tolstoy  andMi.IiDollill 

20.  SoiitliwesI  May 

21.  Zoltov  and  j.nkanau... 

22.  Halfway  I'oint 

23.  Tolstoy  and  Middl"  Hill 
23.  N(utlieast  I'oiut    

25.  Zoltoy 

26.  Halfwa>'  roint 

27.  Tolst(;y'an(1Mi(l<lleHilI 

28.  Zoltoy  and  liUkaniiii  .. 

29.  i'inK'lisli  May 

30.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill 


May  20.  Soil  Eion  Rook 

30.  Southwest  Hay  and  Tol- 
stoy   

June  8.  Reef' 

11.  SouthwoKt  May  and  Tol- 

stoy   

12.  Roof 

13.  Southwest  and  Englisli 

Hays 

14.  Tolstoy 

1.5.   Ketityy  and  Zoltoy 

17.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill 

18.  Southwest  and  iMiiilisli 

Hays 

19.  Ketovv.   Jjukanau    and 

Zidtoy 

20.  Tolstoyaud  Middle  Hill 

21.  Southwest  Hay 

22.  Zoltoy  and  Lukanau  .. 
22.  Northeast  I'oint 

24.  Halfway  Hoint 

25.  T(dstoyaud  Middle  Mill 

26.  laikanan  and  Zoltov  .. 

27.  Southwest  and  Enylisli 

Hays 

28.  Ketovv  and  Zoltoy  .... 

29.  Tolstoyaud  Lukuuau.. 


332 
.546 

796 

1,  696 

146 

1,092 

1,647 
1..5(^ 
1,092 
1,011 
1,4.58 
1,631 
1,172 
1,  224 
l,t)50 
.5,  965 

1,  2.50 
430 

2,  020 
1,396 
2, 166 
1,  915 


Juno 
July 


Au^. 


Soi»t, 
Nov. 


Dec. 


.30, 
2. 
3, 


6, 

7. 

7. 

9. 
10. 
10. 
14. 
27. 

6. 
11. 
20. 
30. 
12. 
18. 
27. 
29. 


Northeait  Point 

Zoltoy 

Tolstoy  and  Lukanau  . 
English  Hav  and  Middle 

Hill '. 

Ketovy  and  l^iikauau.. 

Northeast  Point 

Ztdtoy 

Zol  toy 

Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill 

Northeast  I'oiut 

Zoltov 

Zoltoy 


Zoltoy 

Z(dtoy 

Zoltoy 

Zoltoy , 

Zoltoy , 

Zoltoy , 

Southwest  Hay. 
Southwest  Hay  ., 
Northeast  I'oiut 


6,449 
1,849 

1,  534 

2,  522 
2,  275 
5, 660 
1,113 

495 

2,  0K« 

2, 172 

1,066 

75 

142 

168 

176 

108 

52 

201 

1,241 

339 

20 

61,  .584 


1«78. 


205  I 

703  I 

857  I 

I 

1 

.407  i 
556  I 


1,098 

887 

1,282 

1,501 


2,271 

992 
1,731 
1,457 
1.309 
5.  9(M) 

1,  173 
l,,5.-.2 
1,895 

2,  666 
1,661 
1,130 


June  29, 
July     1. 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

6. 

8. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
10. 
12. 
13. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
18. 
30. 
10. 
26. 
2«. 
14. 


Auk 

Nov 

Dee. 


N(ntlionst  Point 

Halfway   I'oint 

Zoltoy  !iud  Ketovy 

liUkanan 

Zoltoy  aiul  Ketovy 

Tolstoy 

Zoltov  and  Ketovy 

Northeast  I'oiut 

ll.ilfway  I'oint 

I.ukanan  and  Ketovy.. 

Zoltov 

Zoltoy ... 

Northeast  I'oint 

Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill 

Z(dtoy 

Tolstoy 

Z<dtoy 

Zoltoy 

Eukauan 

Zoltoy 

Zoltoy 

Reef  and  Tolstoy 

^'e<^f  and  T(dstoy 

Northeast  i'oint 


6, 375 

2,  237 

3 

it03 

7J»1 

•) 

010 

•) 

622 

1 

036 

7 

231 

484 

885 

2 

288 

916 

3 

322 

3 

tioo 

'2 

101 

1 

986 

2 

337 

1 

.549 

272 

304 

294 

1 

128 

S15 

1H3 

82, 152 


RELATING    TO   ST.    PAUIi    ISLAND. 


121 


120 

V2S) 

207 

1«3 

50 

9 

376 

127 

575 


77,  yoo 


0,449 
1, 849 
1,5;H 

2, 522 
2,  275 
5,  GtiO 
1,113 
495 
2,  («6 
2, 172 
1,0C() 
75 
142 
KiH 
17() 
108 
52 
2(»1 
1,241 

:!:w 

20 


6, 375 
2,  237 
3, 903 

an 

2,  010 
2, 622 
1,036 

7,  231 

.m 

S85 

2  -:i^8 

916 
3,  322 
3,600 
2,101 
1,986 
2,  337 
1,549 
272 
304 
294 
1, 128 
S15 
1X3 

"82, 152 


May  20.  Sontliwost  ami  Eii}j;liHh 

Hiivs 278 

26.  Rfcf 525 

Juiu!    2.  K.-ff 162 

7.  EiiitliKb  and  Southwest 

JJ-ivs 1,627 

9.  Kt't'f : 431 

10.  Halfway  I'oint 1, 18« 

11.  .Southwest  aiul  Kiif^lish 

Kavs 1.462 

12.  Tolstoy 498 

14.  Southwest     Bay      and 

Middh'  Hill  . ." 997 

13.  Keef,  Zoltoy.  and    Ke- 

tovy.....' 730 

16.  Halfway  I'oint 522 

17.  Sontliwest      May     anil 

Middle  Hill  ..'. 1,331 

18.  Keef,    Zoltov,  and   Ke- 

tovy ' 914 

19.  Sonthwcst  and  Kuj^lish 

Havs 1,110 

20.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  Mill  1, 176 

21.  Lnkanan,  Ketovy,  and 

K.ief 1,053 

21.  Northeast  IVdnt 7.  38.s 

23.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill  2.  300 

24.  Southwest  and  English  j 

Bays 1.822  \ 

25.  Ueef,  Zoltoy,   and    Kc-  i 

tovy 1,995 

26.  Tolstoy,    Middle    Hill,  I 

and  Zoltov 1,5IL' 

27.  Halfway  I'oint 1,940 

May    14.  Soutlnvcst  Bay 206     .June 

22.  Keef ' 225      .Fulv 

29.  Northeast  I'oint 19 

Juno    1.  Keef 216 

8.  Southwest  Bav 1,496 

9.  Keef 92t> 

11.  Tolstoy      and     l'',n,<{lish 

Bay'. 884 

12.  Soulil^V(^st  and  I'liiulish 

Bavs 762 

14.  Halfway  I'oint    1.201 

15.  Heef  and  Zoltoy 763 

Hi.  Southwest  ;md  I^iiylish 

Bays 990 

17.  Keef,    Zoltov,  and     Ke- 

tovv 703 

18.  Tcdstoy     and     English 

ISav! 1.6IS 

19.  Nordieast  I'oint 5,277 

19.  Euf-lish   Bnv  and   Mid- 

<lle  Hill 801 

21.  Halfway  I'oint  1,4.59 

22.  Keef,    Zoltov,    and   Ke- 

tovy   .' 1.035 

23.  Tcdstov  and  Middle  Hill  1,701 

24.  Keef,  "ZoHoy,  and    Ke- 

tovv l,4r>7     Auff 

25.  Enj-li'sh  Bay  and  Middle  i  Oet. 

Hill ■ 2,580  '  Nov. 

26.  Keef,    Zoltoy,    and   Ke-  l»e. 

tovy 1.062 

26.  Northeast  I'oint 6.201 

28.  Halfway  I'oint   I.  511 

2i).  Zultoy  and  liUkanan  ..  1,743 


ISTO. 

June  28.  Lnkanan,  Kotow,  and 

Zoltoy -■ 1,206 

28.  Northeast  I'oint 7,  042 

30.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill  2,617 

.Inly     1.  English  Bay 2, 148 

2.  Zoltov  and  Lnkanan  ..  1,8X5 

3.  Tolsti>v  and  Ketovy  ...  1.932 

4.  Enjflish  Bay 2,  KM! 

5.  Lnkanan  and  Ketovy..  1,168 
5.  Northeast  I'oint '. . .  9,  083 

7.  Tolstoy  anil  Middh;  Hill  1,.528 

8.  Lnkanan,   Ketovy,  aiul 
Zoltoy .\ 1,920 

9.  I^ukan.nn,  Ketovy,  and 
Zoltoy ." 983 

10.  Tolstoy 948 

10.  Northeast  I'oint 5,  .599 

14.  Z(dtoy 2,652 

15.  Zoltoy  and  Ketov  v 1.  2M3 

16.  Tolstoy,     .Middle     Hill, 
and  Lnkanan 2,  2S2 

25.  Zoltov 131 

29.  Zoltoy 42i» 

Aug.     2.  Zoltoy 237 

11.  Z.dto'v 171 

28.  ZoUo'v 3 

Nov.  13.  h'eef  ! 70 

27.   Iv'eef 162 

Dee.      t).  Weef KI5 

15.  Keef 1,  111 

2(i.  Northe;isl   I'oiiil 62 

Au"-.  20,  Z(dtov 121 


SI. (1)1 


30, 
1. 
2_ 

3. 
3. 


10. 
10, 

12, 
13. 
11, 

15. 

k;. 

17. 
30, 
31, 
19, 
25, 
2!» 
8, 
9, 
31. 


T.d^^'       an<l  Middle  Hill  2,297 

T(d>i    ,  .Mid  Middle  Hill  1.621 

Kn-lisli  Hay 2.373 

Nortiieasl   I'diiit . .      ...  7,  167 
Zoltov,    K'eef.   ami     Ke- 
tovy    1,.386 

Halfway  I'oint 7X9 

Lnkanan  and  Ketovy..  (!5I 

Zoltoy 1,  577 

Tolstoy  and  Lnkanan..  1,651 
Keef,  Ketovy.  and   Zol- 
tov  ' 2.21> 

Middle  Hill  and   Lnka- 
nan    I.  126 

Northeast  I'oint 7,073 

Zoltoy,     Ketovy,     and 

Lnkanan....". 1,221 

Zoltov  and  Keto\v....  x\l 
Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill  1,763 
Keef.  Zidtov,  and  Lnka- 
nan  ' 2,  63S 

.Middle  Hill  and  Ketovv  1.831 

English  Bay 2,  161 

Zoltov .531 

Zoltov 22S 

Zoltov 218 

Z.dlov 351 

Eiifilish  Bay 60 

Eufilish  Bav 4H0 

Keef 1,126 

Southwest  Bav 13 

Northeast  I'oiiit 125 


78,  923 


i 


^Is 


I 


122 


TESTIMONY 


18H1. 


Jan.     1.  TolsfovanaRoef OH)     . July 

3.  Tolstoy IL'2 

May   29.  Keof 171 

Juiio    fi.  K<'(ifaii(lZ()it..y 121 

7.  Enj^li.sn  ami  Soiitliwost 

Kays 1,225 

9.  K(!(!f 14!) 

10.  Ko<;kv  Point ITl 

11.  licotim.l  Zolti.y lit.") 

15.  Kn^liwli  aixl  .South we.st 

Hays 2,386 

IG.  Lukiiuan,  Kc<^f.  and  Zol- 

toy 723 

17.  Hallway  Point 53!» 

18.  Tolstoyiuid  Knglish  May  1,  225 

20.  Zoltoy  and  liUkanan  . ..  1,()11 

21.  Tolstoy  and  Mi<l<l]<-  Hill  1,  l!tl 

22.  TidstoyandKnglisli  May  2,  058 

23.  Zoltoy 1,1(13 

21.  Hallway  Point ti3« 

24.  EnsliKhHay  and  Middle 

Hill 2,138 

25.  Middle  Hill,  Lukanan, 

and  Zoltoy 1,275     Aiiit. 

25.  >'ortli(^'iHt  Point 4,  UK) 

27.  Kni-lisli   Hay   and   Tol- 

Htoy 1,252     Noy, 

28.  .^oiilliNyest  and  JOnglisli 

liays I,m0 

2!t.  Zoltoy  and  Lnkannn  ..  1.(101 

30.  Zoltoy  and  Lukanan...  3,000      Dc 
July      1.  Tolst'oy,    Middio    Hill, 

:ind  Kftovy 1,131 

2.  HalAyav  Point <)I3 

3.  Koitiwast  Point 7,  3G9 

4.  English  IJay  and  Middio 

Hill 2,285 

Jan.    12.  Sea  f.ion  IJock 77     June 

l<\!l).     S.  Sra  Ijou  Pock 103 

10.  Sea,  Lion  Pock X 

May    22.  Tolstoy 131 

22.  Northeast  Point 51 

30.  Pciil' 14(! 

Juno    2.  South  west  Pay 400 

7.  Southwest  Hav ^>I7 

8.  Peefaud  Zoltiiy 42S      July 

10.  Pert' and  Zoltoy I8S 

12.  Southwest  Pay 1.  lilO 

i:;.  Halfway  Point 217 

14.  South w'est  Itay Wi3 

14.  Northeast  I'oint I,3tl3 

Kj.  Zoltoy    and    Hallway 

Poiiit '..  1,458 

17.  Southwest  Pay  and  Zol- 
toy  ." 1,070 

10.   Lukanan,  Ketoyy,  and 

h'eet ." O.Sfi 

20.  Southwest  Hay 2,010 

21.  Tolstoy     and'     ^Hddlo 

HilL C.52 

22.  Peol",   Z(dtoy,   anil   Kc- 

tovy .' 1.457 

23.  Halfway  Point 1,  230 

24.  Tolstoy'     and      Middio 

llill'. '.  1,083 


Zoltoy  and  Ketoyy  ....  1,120 
English  and  Southwest 

Pays 3,447 

Tidstoy  and  Zoltoy  ....  1,  8!tO 

Halfway  Point 1,118 

Northeast  Point 6,  371 

lOnglish  Bay  and  Middle 

Hill  ....' 2,630 

Tolstoy,     Zoltoy,     and 

Lukanan 3,073 

English  Pay  a)id  Middle 

Hill ' 1,778 

English  Pay 1,471 

Tolstoy,  Lukanan.  and 

Zoltoy 3,  558 

Lnkaium,  Kctovy,  and 

Zoltoy .' 711 

Northeast  Point 16 

Tolstoy,   Lukanan    and 

Zoltoy 2, 449 

English  Pay 2,300 

Tolstoy,   Lukanan  and 

Zoltoy 2,  ,530 

Zoltoy  .' 313 

Zoltoy 224 

Zoltoy 247 

Middle  Hill 180 

Middle  llill mi 

Tolstoy 490 

.Middle,  Hill 4(;i 

Southwest  Pay 1,01M 

Pecf 1,385 


82,  380 


21. 
2(;. 
27. 

28. 


30. 
1. 
1. 
3. 
4. 


8. 

X. 

10. 


13. 
14. 

15. 


Northeast  Point 5,  9S7 

Sou  til  west  Pay 1,801 

I'.uglish  Hay  and  .Mid- 
dle llill 2.6.54 

IJeef  and  Zoltoy 2,293 

Mid.lle  Hill  and  Tol- 
stoy    1,791 

Halfway  Point 1,497 

Zoltoy 1,021 

Northeast  Point 5,830 

South  wot  r.a.v 2,520 

ICnglish  Ha\'  and  Mid- 
.lle llill  .  ■ 2,0.37 

Zolto\  and  Kctovy  ....  1,778 

Tolst.')y,    Middle  Hill, 

and  Zoltoy 1,241 

English  liiiy  au.l  Mid- 
dle Hill..' 1,373 

Halfway  Pniut 1,977 

Northeast  I'oint 5,128 

Zoltoy,      Ketoyy,    and 

Lukanan 2,0.55 

Zoltoy,     Ketoyy,     and 

Lnkiinan....! 1,928 

South  \\  est  Pay 2,700 

Engl'sh  Hay  and  .Mid- 
dle Hill..' 2,  .503 

Northeast  Point 4,037 
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188S— Continued 
IjOtrt  i  Aug.     ■ 


July  15.  Zoltov  (111(1  liukaiiiin  .. 
17.  English   Kiiv  ami    Miil- 

dl.iHill..' 1,710 

17.  Northeast  Poiut 87 1 

18.  Zoltoy 923 

19.  Zoltoy,     Ketovy,     and 

Lukaiian 1,276 

120.  Southwest  Hay 71' t 


Nov, 


Dee. 


25.  Zoltoy 


201 


1883. 


•liin.  1. 
May  20. 
June    4. 

6. 

9. 
11. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
18. 
19. 

20. 

21. 
22. 

23. 
23. 
25. 

26. 
27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

30. 

July    2. 

3. 


Northeast  Point 

.S()utlnve.st  Hay 

Tolstoy   and  Southwest 

Hay 

llall'way  Point 

Reef  and  Zoltoy 

Southwest  Hay 

TolstovandMiddlts  Hill 

Kecf  and  Zoltoy 

Halfway  Point 

Southwest  Hay 

ToLstoy  and  Lukauan. . 

Keef  and  Zoltoy 

Southwest  l!av 

Tolstoy,  Middle  Hill, 

and  En<j;lisli  Hay 

Halfway  i'oint  and  JiUk- 

anan 

Heef  and  Zoltoy 

Middle  Hill  and  Eng- 
lish Hay 

Niirtheast  I'oint 

Tolstoy  and  Lukanan.. 
lOnglish  Hav  and  Middle 

Hill \ 

Zoltoy  and  Lukanan  .. 
S'lut  Invest  and  English 

Hays 

Tolstoy,   Lukanan,  and 

Zoltoy 

Middle  Hill  and  Zoltoy 
Lukanan  and  Zoltoy.. 

Northeast  Point 

Halfway  Point 

Southwest  Hay 


19 
227 

590 
352 
175 
209 
196 
351 
252 
■I!  10 
434 
341 
417 

734 

904 
955 

1,401 
3,  279 
1,  078 

1,  428 

838 

1, 638 

1,607 
1.515 
1,191 
.5,012 
1,699 
2,151 


4.  Zoltoy  . 

14.  Zoltoy  . 

17.  Tolsloy 

Hill'. 

30.  Tolstov 

().  Ifcef ... 
12.  Keof  . . . 


and      Middle 


July 


4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 
9. 
9. 
10. 

12, 

13, 
14, 
16, 

17, 

18, 
19, 

19. 


Aug.  1. 
10, 
20. 

Sept.  1, 
12, 

Nov.  5. 
26, 
27, 

Dec.  12 
19, 


Middle  Hill  aTul  Tolstoy 

Kecf,  Zoltoy  and  Luka- 
nan   

Mi<hlle  imi.ind  Zoltoy 

Zoltoy  and  Lukanan  .. 

Northeast  Point 

Middle  Hill 

Middle  Hill,  Tolstoy, 
and  Zoltoy 

Lukanan  and  Halfway 
Point '. 

Southwest  Bay 

Middle  Hi  11  and  Tolstoy 

Middle  Hill  and  Eng- 
lish Hay 

Halfway  Point  and  Zol- 
toy   

Southwest  n.iy 

Miildle  Hill, 'Lukanan 
and  Zoltov 

Middle  Hill,  Lnl;;ui;ni 
and  Zoltoy 

Zoltoy 


Zoltoy  . 
Zoltoy  . 
Zoltoy  . 
Zoltov  . 
Keef  ;.. 
Keef  ... 
Tolstoy 
lieef  . . . 
Koef . . . 


251 
103 

161 

803 
865 
398 

77,  798 


1,(94 

2,346 
1,755 
935 
5, 066 
1,161 

1,  923 

1,6.57 
2,410 
2,126 

2, 059 

1,115 
1,  873 

1,782 

101 
190 
151 
197 
112 

53 
174 
1.55 

81 
402 
421 

59, 258 


1884. 


,T;ni 
Mav 


.lune 


2.  Reef 

21.  Halfway      Point      and 

Keef 

27.  Southwest     Hay      and 

]{eef 

3    Keef 

5.  Southwest      Hay     and 

Tolstoy 

9.  Halfway      Point      ami 
Keef!...    

10.  English  Hai' 

11.  Southwest      Hnv      iind 

llalfwav  Point 

12.  Middle  Hill.ind  Zoltoy 

13.  R.rf  and  Zo'toy 

14.  Tolsi>>v    an. I    llall'way 

Point '. 

16.  Southwest  Hay 

17.  English  Hay  iind  Keef. 


161     Juno  IS.  Halfwav      Point      and 

Kt^tovv 912 

19.  I'.n-lish'  Hay  and   Tol- 
slo\   486 

20.  Southwest  Hav \,7W 

21.  Zoltov  and  1,'eef 1,  115 

21.  Northeast  I'oint 4,074 

23.  Halfwav      Point      and 
ZoltoV 2,163 

24.  Tjukanau  Keef  and  Z(d- 
toy 1,724 

25.  S<»uthw(^st  Hav 1,  lift 

26.  English    liav  an<l  .Mid- 
dh-  Hill..'. 2,528 

27.  Zoltov,  Kei!f,    and    Ke- 
tov'v 1, 827 

837  28.  Tolstov,    Middle    Hill, 

1,121  and  Lukanan 1,500 

1,  260  28.  Northeast  Point 5,  134 


187 

427 
317 

767 

1,  238 
426 

1,  .3.5(i 
864 
771 


f 


III 


tV    '3 

m':4 
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Juno  30. 
July     1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


7. 

8. 

!). 

9. 

10. 

12. 

11. 


TESTIMONY 


ISS'i— CimtiiiiiiMl. 


lliilfway      Point      and 

Zolloy I,»)«i2 

Tolstoy,     Zoltoy,     and 

Liikiiniin 1,821 

EnjjIiNli   Hay  and  Mid- 
dle Hill..' 1,884 

Southwiist      liay       and 
Zoltov 1,336 

Middlo'  Hill,    Tolstoy, 

and  Lukanan 1,,512 

Keel',  Zoltov,   snid    Ke- 
tovv.....' 1,2I!» 

Noitlwast  I'oint 5,  71»!t 

Halfway  I'oint 1,934 

livA't',  Zoltoy,  and    Kc- 

tovv 2,  067 

Koiitliwest  l!av I,it6(i 

Noitheast  I'oint 3,003 

I'jUjilish   Miiv  and    Mid- 
dlo Hill.; 1,915 

Middlo  Hill,  I^nkaiian, 
and  Zoltoy 3,  072 

Hallway      I'oint      and 

Zoltoy 2,515 


July    15. 
16. 

17. 

18. 

18. 
19. 

21. 

An;;.  1. 
5. 

12. 

19. 

26. 
Oct.  30. 
Nov.   10. 

24. 
Doc.     5. 

24. 


Southwest  Bay 2,&19 

En^jlisli    Hay  and  Mid- 
dlo Hill." 1,523 

Lnkanan  and  Zoltoy..  1,777 
Kn^llish    Hay  and  Nl iri- 
dic Hill 1,866 

Northoast  I'oint 5,089 

Middlo  Hill,   Lnkanan, 

and  Z.dtoy 2,527 

lOnfflisli     Hay,    Zolt()v, 

and  KotovV "..  1,907 

Zoltov 229 

Zoltoy 89 

Zoltoy 65 

Zoltoy 84 

Zoltov 57 

Zoltoy 53 

Tolstov 115 

Tolstoy 108 

Zoltov 487 

Iteof! 489 


84,  733 


i^^.s.-. 


iril 


m 


Mav   in. 

21. 

27. 

Juno    3. 

6. 

11. 

13. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
22. 
23. 

21. 

25. 

26. 
27. 

27. 
29. 
30. 

July     1. 


Sea  T-ionT^ock 127 

Sea  I  Jon  K'ock 41 

Zoltoy 13(1 

h'ool'. 4S 

Uoof 73 

Rcof  and  Zoltov 125 

Middles  Hill  andToIatoy  587 

Halrway  i'oint 741 

Uo(^r;ni(l  liUk.'iiian 971 

Sontliwcst  I'.ay 1,700 

Enji'lisli   May  and  Mid- 
dlo Hill.: 617 

Halfway       Point     and 

liukanan 1,  307 

Roof  and  Z(.ltoy 9S6 

Zoltoy  and  Liikaii.in  ..  7X9 
Halfway  I'oint  and  Zol- 
toy.."   1,142 

Soiitiiw(;st  and  l^imlisli 

Lays '. ....  1,733 

Liikiinan,      Koof,      and 

Zoltov 1,  •>79 

llalfway  I'oint 1,372 

Ijikaiian,    Zoltoy,   and 

l.'rcC ! 1.328 

Norllioast  I'oint 1.970 

South  west  Mav 1,('.02 

KnuliNhlJayaiid  Middlo 

Hill 2,681 

Zoltov  and  linkimiin  ..  1,782 
Middlo  llilland  Knglisli 

Hay 1,4.56 

Hall'wav  I'oint  and  Zol- 
toy .'. 2,132 

Lnkiinan  and  Zoltov  --  976 

Ntnthoast  Point  ..."....  4,  152 

South wost  May 1,271 

Kn^lisliltaY<i<>*l  Middlo 

Hill.....' 2,663 


Jnly 


8, 
9. 

10. 

10. 

13. 

14, 

15, 
16, 

17, 
18. 
18. 
20. 
21. 

22. 

23, 
23. 
24. 


27 

Anjj. 

3 

12 

21 

Sopt. 

5 

( >ot. 

2(5 

Nov. 

9 

21 

1)00. 

4 

17 

Lulcanan  and  Kotovy..  2,518 

Middh^  Hill "...  1,292 

Halfwav  I'oint 2,  3(t2 

Northoiist  I'oint 3,916 

South  wost  I'.ay 2,132 

English  May  and  Mid<llo 

Hill 2,692 

Z(dtoy 2,138 

Halfway      Point      and 

Lnkanan 2,  137 

Zoltov 2,201 

Koof  and  Middlo  Hill  ..  1.552 

Norllioast  I'oint 4,  160 

South  wost  Mav 1,590 

Middlo  Hill  and  LiiMlish 

May 2,720 

Zoltov,  Ivoof,  and  Luka- 

uiui 2,739 

ZoIt.)V  and  Middlo  Hill  1,(«)3 

Noitlioast  Point 2,620 

Halfwav      I'oint      and 

Middlo  Hill 2,495 

Middlo   Hill,  liUkanan, 

and  Z.dtoy 2,212 

Zolliiy  and  kotovy 983 

Zoltoy 147 

Zoltoy 17S 

Zidtoy 176 

Zoltoy 14 

Z.dtoy 53 

English  M.ivund  Middlo 

Hill ■ 330 

Poof 144 

Roof 383 

liocf 701 


85,  395 
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ISBG. 


2,ai9 

1,523 
1,777 

1,  «fiO 
5,  OWt 

2,527 

1,907 

229 

89 

05 

81 
57 

r,3 

115 
108 

'187 
489 

84,  7;'.'.J 


2,518 

1,  292 

2,  302 

3, 9  If. 

. 

2;  132 

Ic 

2,  f.92 
2, 138 

1.1 

2,137 

2.  201 

1,552 

4,  IWt 

. 

1,.590 

sh 

2, 720 

;ii- 

2,739 

lill 

l,(i03 

2, 020 

ml 

2, 495 

;iii, 

2,212 

!»83 

117 

178 

... 

170 
44 
53 

•ll( 

330 

144 

383 

701 

85, 395 


Jiiii.   21.  Soil  Lion  Hock 83 

29.  Soiitliwrst,  liay 49 

Miiy    17.  Southwest      JJay     jumI 

Uvi-f 3(M) 

28.  Koff 153 

Juno    4.  Kwf 501 

8.  Southwest       liny      and 

Tolstov ' 1.323 

9.  Iliilfwjiv  I'oiiit 2!l!t 

10.  K'ntau'il  Ziiltoy 033 

11.  Tolsfnv 211 

14.  Lukan'an  ami  Kecf  ....  427 

15.  Southwest  Miiv 1,  100 

10.  KiiKlish   Uii\  and   Tol- 

stoy    8.50 

17.  llaltwiiv  Point 833 

18.  Keefan'd  Zoltov (»51 

19.  Tolstoy      and  '  Middle 

IlilK 1,061 

19.  Northeast  Point 4.  055 

21.  Southwest,  l!ay l,KyO 

22.  JOnjilisli   I5av  and    Tol- 

stoy   ' l.OOO 

23.  lliill'way  I'oint 1,  770 

24.  /oltoy! 1.5.55 

25.  Keef,  Kufrlish  May,  and 

T(d^toy ; 2,158 

20.  Northeast  I'oint 4,2!t5 

28.  Southwest  liay 1,070 

29.  Kn-lish    Jiay  and  Zol- 

toy 1,.503 

30.  Hallway      Point      and 

Lukanan 4110 

July     1.  Knjjlish   Pay  ami    Tol- 
stoy    1,318 

2.  SouthwebtPay 8.50 

3.  Keef  and  Zoltliy 1.  259 

3.  Northeast  i'oint 4,  544 

5.  KuKliwli   Piiy   and    Tol- 
stov ...-. 1,  101 

0.  Hallway  Point 912 

18ft7 

May    25.  Keel"     and      Southwest 

liay 275 

June    ti.  Tolstoy 419 

9.  Ueef 314 

11.  Tolstoy 501 

13.  Sou  lb  west  liav 407 

15.  Keef  .-ind  Zoltny 520 

10.  Halfway  Point 750 

17.  'i'olstoy     and     Ennlisb 

Pay'. '. 7(>5 

20.  S(.uthwcst  liay 523 

20.  Keef  and  Zoltoy 1,041 

22.  i:nMlish  liay  and  LuUa- 

naii 1,004 

2.3.  Halfway  I'oint 1.314 

21.  h'eef  ami  Z()lt(.v 1,  l(i5 

25.  Northeast  Point 4,  891 

25.  Kiifilish    liav  ami    Tol- 
stoy ....." 1,901 

27.  Southwest    Pay     and 

West  Point..." 1,180 

28.  Zoltov  iiml  Jvukaiuin  ..  2,  !I04 

29.  Tolstoy  and  Midlle  Hill  1, 895 


July     7.  Ri'ef,  Zoltov,  and    Ln- 

kanaii  ..." 1,907 

8.  Southwest  Pay 1,400 

9.  Hn-lish    liay  and  .Mid- 
<lle  Mill I,. 502 

10.  Keei;    Z(dtoy,   and    l,u- 

Uaiiii.n 1.  ll>2 

10.  Northeast  Point 4.822 

12.  Halfway  l'(dnt 1,044 

13.  Southwest      liav      and 
West  Point...' 1,442 

14.  Pn^'lish  liay  and  Mid- 
dle Hill.: 1,074 

15.  Reef,   Zoltoy,   and    Lii- 
kauan l,95(i 

10.  Halfway  I'l.int 037 

17.  Southwest      liay      and 

West  Point-..' 2,055 

19.  Noitheasl  Point 4,422 

19.  h'eef  and  Zollov 2,312 

20.  Kuiilish  liav  and  Miil- 
dh)  Hill  ..' 3,  140 

21.  Halfway  I'oint 1,475 

22.  Southwest      Pay      and 
West  Point  ..' 2,015 

23.  li'eef,   /idtoy,  iind     l.u- 
kanan 3,  1 17 

24.  ICnulish    liay  iitid  Mid- 
dle Hill 1.021 

21.  Noil heast  Point 4,  18(i 

20.  Sonlhwi'st       liav      and 
Halfway  Poin'l 1,988 

Aui,'.     3.  Zoltov...' 287 

10.  Zoltoy 282 

Sept.    0.  Z(dtov KMt 

Oct.    24.  Uviif'. 143 

Nov.    23.  Reefiiml  Tolsto\' 0t>5 

Due.      1.  Keef 378 

21.  Tolstoy 101 

81,  890 

June  30.  Halfway  I'oint l.tiOl 

July     1.  Knjilish  liay 1,  102 

2.  Xoriheast  Point O.dtiS 

2.  1,'eef  and  Zoltoy l.lJlli 

4.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill  1,703 

5.  Keef,    Zoltov,    and    l-u- 
kanan....' 2,  OKi 

0.  Halfway  I'oint 990 

7.  Kn-ilish    liay   and   Tol- 
stoy  .' 1,018 

8.  Peef  and  Zoltoy 1.  125 

9.  Northeast  Point 5.717 

{).  Southwest  liay 2,001 

12.  PnjiHsh    Hay  '  and    l.u- 
karan  ...' 2,  .593 

13.  Reef,    Zidtoy,    and   Ke- 
tovy ! 3,028 

14.  Hal.'way  I'oint 1,  201 

15.  Tolst..,"and  Ketovy  ...  1,298 

10.  K'eef  and  Zi.ltov 980 

KJ.  Xoitheast  Point 0,  324 

17.  West  Point 017 

18.  Southwest  Bay 2, 105 
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TICSTIMONY 


lf=j87_(,'ontinued. 


July  19.  English   Bay   and    Tol- 
stoy ....." 2,037 

20.  ZoKoyand  Luk.-iiiaii. ..  3,2!)1 

21.  ]Ialf\vav  I'oiiil  and  La- 

poon.' 1,397 

22.  Kiifjlisli    Bay   and   'J'ol- 

Htoy 1,870 

22.  Niirtlieast  Point, 5,  5().5 

23.  Zoltov   and    Sontlnvcst 

Hiiv 2,22(5 

21.  Middle  Hill 232 

Atig.     1.  Zoltoy Ifll 

8.  Zoltoy 113 


Aug.  If).  Keof  ajid  f.nkanaii 207 

21.  Kiigliuli  Hiiv 519 

5.  Mi.l.lh',  llili 403 

15.  Z(dtoy 1()(! 

6.  Zoltoy (i5 

7.  Middle  Hill 5!)0 

25.  K(i(^f 78 

2(1.  Tolstoyand  Mid. 11.-  Hill  1H5 

9.  T(dstoyandMiddlf  Hill  415 
15.  8ca     I/ion      K'nck     and 

Southwest  Bay..... .  Itl7 


Sept. 
Nov. 

Dec. 


85,  99(5 


1S89. 


Jan.    25. 
May    19. 

24. 

28, 

31. 

June    2. 

7. 

9. 
11. 

II. 
12. 
15, 
1(5. 

18, 
19, 

21. 

22. 
23! 
23. 

25, 
2(). 

27, 

28, 
29, 
30 

30, 

Juh      2 


Northeast  Point 

Tolstoy  and  Sea  J^ion 
Kock 

Reel" 

Heef 

Zoltoy 

Keef 

h'ecfand  Zoltoy 

Tolstoy 

Southwest  and  English 
Bays 

Northeast  Point 

Engiish  ISav 

Hallway  Point 

Keef  aiul  Zoltoy 

Southwest  Hay 

English  Bay  aud  Tol- 
stoy   

Keef  and  Zoltoy 

Halfway  INiiut 

Norlheast  Point 

English  Bay  and  Mid- 
dle Hill 

Southwest  Bay 

English  Bay  and  Mid- 
dle Hill 

Keef.  Zoltoy,  and  Euka- 
11a  n 

ILillway  Point 

Soulhwcst  15i)y 

Xortlienst  Point 

English  I'.iiy  and  Mid- 
dle Hill .: 

Reef,  Zoltoy,  and  l>uka- 
nan 

Halfway  Point 

Southwest  Bay 

Miiglish  Bay  aii<l  l.uka- 
nau 

Keef  and  Zoltoy 

Ilalfwny  Point 

Northeast  Poii  t 

Ihiglish  Hay  and  Luka- 
nau 


532 

122 
113 
82 
290 
121 
175 
342 

927 
121 

584 
428 
788 
7(54 

490 
1,  398 

799 
5,  5(52 

700 
1,440 

1, 158 

2,005 
911 

1,098 
5,  998 

1,025 

2,071 

1,188 

822 


July 


Auff. 


Sept. 

Oct. 
Nov. 


1.912  I  Dec. 
1,191 
490 
7,054 

2,398 


10.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 

12.  English  Bay  and  Luka 

nan 

13.  Southwest  Bay 

14.  Northeast  Point 

14.  Halfway  Point 

15.  West  I'oiiit 

1(5.  Keef  iind  ZoUov 

17.  Eii-lish  Bav...' 

18.  .'<on(hwest"Hav 

19.  Hiilfway    Point    and 

l.iikiinan 

20.  Zoltoy  and  Keef 

21.  Xorlheiist  Point 

21.  ICnglish    i':iy    and    1,m- 

gooii 

23.  Ke.-f,  ZoKoy,  iuid  Euka 

nan 

24.  Halfwav  Point 

25.  i;nglish  Buy 

2(5.  Northeast  i'oint 

2G.  Keef,  Zoltoy,  and  Euka- 

nan 

27.  Southwest  Bay  and  Zol- 
toy   

2.  Zoltoy 

8.  ZoltoV 

1(5.  Zoltov 

23.  Middle  Hill  and  Euka- 

nan 

25.  Zoltoy 

G.  Zoltoy 

15.  Zoltoy 

27.  lAlid.lio  Hill 

3.  Mi<ldle  lliUiind  Z.dtov 

15.  Zoltov 

20.  Zoltov 

30.  1,'eef 

17.  Tolstoy 

2G.  Sea  J^ion  Rock 


1,082 

1,  .551 

1,  337 
5,  0H8 

773 
4,S() 

2,  004 
2,0.54 
2,  21G 

1,410 

2,01s 
5,  1G3 

1,.317 

1,  209 

317 

1.019 

.';,  5(!."i 

1,  3.53 

950 
177 
MO 
159 

302 

321 

44 

14 

32 

120 

277 

111 

127 

190 

78 

84, 11(5 


isao. 


May  22.  Sea  Lion  Rock 

25.  Re«d' 

28.  iv'eef 

J  uno    5.  Reef 


124 

41 

234 

201 


June  10.  Reef 

12.  Tolstov 

14.  Reef  aud  Zoltoy 

15.  Southwest  Bay . 


120 
94" 
7(54 
340 
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IHHS?— Cc.ulhnifd. 


207 
519 
403 
106 

65 
690 

78 
185 
445 

It -.7 


So,  y"j« 


1,082 

1,  XM 
.5,  OHH 

77S 
ISO 

2,  DOi 
L',  ( (.->  I 
L',  L'l(J 

1,  110 

'_',  OiH 

i,:m7 

1,  2fiit 

:ii7 

l.(il!» 

177 

140 

ir)it 

3f)2 

321 

44 

14 

32 

12(1 

277 

111 

127 

KM) 

7« 

84,  IIG 


120 

7t)4 
340 


Jiino  17.  IIiilfwMV  I'oiiit 1,229 

18.  Kii^lisli  Hay  uinl  Middlo 

Hill 1,100 

19.  ZoUdV,  Kci^;  aiKlLuka- 

iiiui i,.f>r>i 

20.  SoutliWfst  r.iiv 2ri3 

21.  Nortlifiisr.  I'oint 4,  ir>(j 

22.  English  Hav  and  Middle 

Hill....." 1,3.") 

24.  H.'of  and  Z(dti),v 2,  .^7.S 

25.  Hallway    I'oint     and 

Lnkanan <J79 

26.  English  Bavand  Middle 

Hill ■ 1,3U 

27.  Southwest  I'.av 311 

28.  Ui-cf,  Zoltov, '  and  Ke- 

tovY 1,  319 

29.  Xorthea.Ht  I'oint 4,  200 

29.  Enulish  May  and  Middle 

Hill....; 

July     1.  Kt't!f,  Zoltoy,  and  Lnka- 
nan   

2.  Halfway  Point 

3.  Kn<;li«h'liavaudMiddlo 

Hill ■ 1,841 

4.  Keel',  Zoltoy,  and  Lnka 

iiau 

5.  Sonthwest  Hay 1,  2bij 

6.  Engli^sll  Hav  an<lMiddlo 

Hill ' 1,302 

6.  Noithe.'ist  I'oint 5,  627 

8.  RvAit)  Zoltov,  and  Lnka- 

nan  ■ 813 

9.  EntrlLsh  Bay  and  Middle 

Hill 1,314 

10.  Hallwav  Point !t32 

12.  Keel'  and  Zoltov 2,  004 

13.  Southwest  Ba  v' 1,  000 

13.  Northeast  Point 3, 148 


1,  038 

1, 023 

831 


1,710 


.Inly 

in. 

English  Bay  and  Mi<lille 

10. 

Hill   

3,  0S3 

Z(dtov,    Reef  and    Ln- 

17. 

kanan  

l.tMl 

Halfway  Point 

1,931 

18. 

Kiif-iisii     Bay,     Michile 

Hill,  and  Lagoon 

2,  015 

19. 

Southwest  Bay 

2,01ti 

20. 

Zoltov  and  K'eef 

1.913 

20. 

.Northeast  Point 

ti,3(il 

')') 

English  Bay  and  Middle 

23. 

I  ill 

1,943 

Keef,   Zoltov,   and   Ke- 

tovy 

I,  122 

24. 

Halfway  Point 

1,334 

25. 

English  Bay  and  Middle. 

20. 

Hill 

1,  752 

Southwest  Bay 

079 

27. 

Keef and  Lukanan  

1, 105 

27. 

Northeast  Point 

3,  140 

29. 

English  Bay  aiidMiihlhi 

Hill 

1,010 

30. 

Halfway    Point    and 

Southwest  Bay 

1,5^8 

31. 

Northeast  I'oint 

2.  Ii;2 

31. 
0. 

Zoltov 

l.Mi 

All-;. 

Liikiinan 

*  103 

14. 

Zoltoy 

IM 

')•> 

Zidloy 

'139 

'M. 
20. 
4. 
19. 
21. 

Zoltov 

■"87 

Oct 

Lnkiinan 

*44 

Nov. 

Zoltov 

*80 

Tolstoy 

■223 

Reef 

"347 

27. 

Ix'eef 

'l.SIt 

30. 

Keef 

'210 

Dec. 

11. 

Zai)adnio 

'210 

84,937 


J.in.   27.  Sea  IJfui  Hock 


isno. 

*170  i  May    21.  Sea  Lion  Rock  .. 


"ir.l 


Ilcrnjntnlafion  of  seal 8  hillvd  for  their  nk'niif  on  St.  Paul  Inland,  Ahtska,  f.oiii  7S71  to 

1SS9,  iiichtnive. 


1871 77,620 

1872 75,  352 

1S73 75,437 

1874 92,221 

1875 90,036 


1870 77,9<10 

1877 01,584 

1878 82,1.52 

1879 81.004 

1880 78, 923 


1881 82,380     IKSO 81,8!t0 

IKSL' 77.  79K      1SS7 85,  !)!)({ 

1883 .5!t,  2.58  i  1S88 HI,  IK! 

1881 81,  733  i  1889 81,  937 

1885 85,395  j 


I,  Max  Tleilbronnev,  Scrrt'taiyof  tlio  AlaskaConiincn'inl  Coiiipan.v  of 
San  Francisco,  solennily  s\yei»i'  tliiit  the  l<nT{>()inn:  "seal  .skin  icoord  of 
St.  I'aul  l.sland,  Alaska,  1871  to  1880,"  is  fonnnlatcd  and  compiled 
from  the  books  of  said  company  kept  on  said  island,  now  in  my  cn.-^- 
tody,  and  is  correct  and  true,  accordin  "•  to  my  best  kiio\vledf>e  and  belief. 

Max  Heit.broisnek, 
Secretary  Alanka  Commertial  Company. 

Subs(!rlbod  and  sworn  t<t  before  me  this  12Mi  day  of  May,  A.  1).  18913. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Noiary  I'uhUc. 


*  Killed  for  food.  The  seals  killed  for  food  from  July  31,  1889,  to  May  21,  1890, 
inelnoive,  do  not  appear  in  the  records  of  the  Alaska  Conniiereial  Company,  lut  arc 
compiled  from  the  ofiticial  report  of  the  Treasury  agent  in  charge. — M.  II. 


128 


TKSTLMONY 


J)i2>o8itioii  of  A(jgic  Kushiii,  (Dtsistant  pncKt  on  SI,  I'aul  IxUnul^and  em- 
ploye of  ICHtUVH. 


i 


MANA(JEMKNT,  HABITS 

Alaska,  TT.  S.  A., 

^7.  Vmd  Island,  I'rihilof  (Innip,  ss: 

Aji'^ii^  Kusliiii,  iM'iiij;-  duly  s\v(»ni,  dcposrs  jiiid  siiys:  1  wns  born  iit 
■  .,  SiiiisU<i«',   Kiiiilc   IsliiiKls.  iind   iiiii  .">7  vcais  of  iiyc.     [ 

'  caiiH' to  St.  I  aul  Island  in  IHh  and  nave  resided  Immo 

ever  sinee.  I  can  read  and  write  in  the  lliissian  and  Aleut  lanjiiiancs, 
and  am  al>le  to  interpret  tiie  one  into  the  other;  and  I  iinderNtaiid  the 
lOiifi'lisli  lan^iiaj;e  fairly  well.  At  i)ieseiit  ami  for  several  years  past 
1  am  assistant  priest  in  thedreek  (Jatliolie  Chiireh,  JMy  oeeni)ati(»n 
on  the  island  is  tiiat  of  native  sealer,  and  I  have  been  such  since  1S7(>. 
1  have  a   thorou^li   knowledge    of  the  takinj"'  of  far 

iH'i'r"  J884'''"'''''"'°   «<'ii'^  '■*»'■  ■^'^'"•^  '"  ""  '^'^  details  as  it  has  been  done  on 
St.  I'anI  Island  sinee  IsTO.     From  ISTO  tc)  about  1S.S4 
the  seal  rookeries  were  always  tilled  out  to  their  limits,  and  sometimes 
beyoixl  them. 

About  1885  a  decrease  was  observed,  and  that  d(H•reas«^  has  become 
,„„^    more  marked  cverv  year  from  ISS.')  to  the  present  time. 
1  never  saw  many  sealiii};-  schooners  betori'  1NS4,  but 
they  have  been  comiiijn'  more  and  more  evi'iy  year  since,  and   I   notice 
that  as  the  schooners  multiply  in   the  sea  the  seals  decrease  on  the 
ro<)keries.     I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  seals  were  injured  because  ii 
few  wer»!  killed  on  the  rookeries,  when  men  from  schooneis  landed  on 
the  islands  in  the  ni.nht  oi-  when  the  foy  was  very  thick,  for  the  num- 
bers killed  in  that  way  never  amounted  to  nmch,  as  it 
^'""*'"  is  not  (tlten  the  raiders  can  land  (tn  a  rookery  and  es- 

cape "svith  their  idunder.  When, in  188(5,  weall  saw  the  decrease  of  seals 
u|KMi  the  haulinin' j;roiiiids  and  rookeries,  wc^  asked  each  other  what  was 
tlu^  cause  of  it,  but  when  we  learned  that  white  men  were  shootinj;' 
seals  in  tlu^  water  with  fiiins  we  knew  what  was  the  matter;  we  knew 
that  if  they  killed  seals  in  the  water  that  they  must  be  nearly  all 
Icmales  that  were  j^'oinj;'  out  to  feed,  lor  the  nn'.ies  stay  on  the  islands 
until  they  <;-et  ready  to  ji'o  away  in  the  fall  or  winter.  It  was  amonjir 
the  cows  we  lirsf  noticed  the  decrease,  and  as  Ave  never 

isi'imir. ''"^ '''"''^ ""   1^'"  <'i^'  ^■'•^^■■^  on  the  islands,  we  knew  they  nuist  be 

killing'  tlM'm  in  the  water.     We  noticed  idle  vigonms 

bulls  on  th<^  breediiiii'  rook<'ries,  because  of  the  scarcity  of  cows,  and  I 

have  noticed  that  tlie  cows  have  deci'cased  sti'adily  cnery  year  sinee 

188«!,  but  more  particularly  so  in  1888,  18,S!),  18J)(),  aiid  18!»i.  " 

There  was  a  j^reat  number  of  dead  pups  upon  the  rookeries  last  year, 

,,    ,  whose  niotheis,  I  believe,  were  killed  at  sea  bv  sealinij 

Dead  mills.  ,  i    i    i  i.  j.    x  '  ii  • 

sciiooiH  IS  and  I  do  not  expect  to  see  many  cows  this 
year.  I  nev<'r  saw  a  dead  ^rown  seal  on  the  island  dnrinji'  my  tweiity- 
tive  years'  i-esidence  here,  t>.\cept  odd  ones  that  had  been  killed  in 
lijihtinjjf  for  places  on  the  rookeries. 

J  never  heard  any  of  the  old  men  who  have  lived  here  for  fifty  years 

before  nr,  time  speak  of  such  a  thinii'  as  sickness  or 
r.m."amm!rs'ais.'''"  <^<'i>^''  i>inoii.i>-  tlic  scals.     We  eat  the  flesh  of  the  seal 

a'ld  it  (ioiistitutes  the  meat  sup])ly  of  the  natives,  and 
seals  from  two  to  live  years  old  have  been  killed  by  them  for  food  every 
week  durinji'  their  stay  on  the  land  ever  since  the  islands  were  i)eopled, 
and  no  one  has  yet  found  a  diseased  seal  cither  youny  or  old. 
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r  have  br-o'i  toM  tlisit  tlicirc,  ;ir«i  |H'r.S(»ii.s  who  claiiii  \V(i  arts  not  (iiiroful 
in  jliiviii};  st'aKs  and  tliiit  we  killtlu'ni  icfiaKllcssorscx. 
Tln^se  stuteiiM'iits  are  not  true.  I  have  taken  my  tiirn  '  ^  "^' 
at  drivin};  seals  from  tlie  hauling'  to  the  killin}^  j-ioiinds  every  year 
since  1870  and  I  know  the  drivinj,^is  very  caret'idly  done.  Wiieii  I  lirst 
came  here  seals  used  to  be  driven  from  llall"  way  Pctint  totlie  vilhij^e,  a 
distan(;e  of  about  six  miles;  and  IVom  /apadnie  to  the  vilhi<;'(;  a  (listaiu;u 
of  nearly  Jive  miles.  Wet,  or  very  damp,  cool  weather  was  eliosen  for 
such  diives,  and  we  started  the  drive  at  about  six  o'clock  at  nifjht  and 
driving;'  all  idght  reached  the  villajje  at  from  six  to  eij;ht  o'clock  next 
morning'. 

Half  ii  mile  in  one  hour  was  aitout  the  rate  of  speed  on  such  drives 
in  favorable  weather  and  I  do  not  know  of  ai  y  diives  of  over  two  miles 
where  we  over  went  at  a.  {^reater  spei^d. 

All  lonK  drives  were  stopped  in  l.S71>  when  the  Alaska  Coiumereiul 
Company  mad(^  a  killiiiL' anuind  and  built  a  salt  house     ,  ,     .,    , 

...  '.       ."  .,  !•  1 1     I  !■  i«    •     1  I  1  1     ii'  Iiii|iriiv«'il  nil  tliiiils. 

Within  two  miles  ot  Hallway  1  (tint;  and  niadt^a  kMlin^' 

jiioniid  within  a  ndle  of  Za])adnie.     SiiK-e  these  changes  wer<'  made  no 

seals  have  been  driven  on  tSt.   I'aul  Island  over  twt>  miles  to  a  killiny 

;^round. 

The  seals  are  never  driven  at  a  greater  speed  than  one  mile  in  three 
hours;  and  the  men  who  do  the  drivinj;'  have  to  reli<'ve  each  other  on 
the  road  because  they  travel  so  slowly  they  {i'et  very  cold. 

in  u  veiy  larf;e  drive  a  small  seal  may  be  smothered,  but  that  does  not 
injure  tluj  skin,  which  is  taken  and  salted  and  counted 
l<»  the  lessees;  and  the  greatest  number  I  ever  saw  die  i,,!?!'"'" '"""' '"  ''"^' 
on  the  diivi^  was  twenty  out  of  a  drive  of  ab(mt  nine 
thousand  seals,  and   the  twenty  skins  were  good  and  were  accepted 
as  "tirstclass."     The  bull  seal  arrives  at  the  island  ,   ..   „ 

early   m  May,  and  lakes  his  ])lace  on   the  breeding 
rookery,  and  lu^  stays  there  until  August  or  Sfi)tember  without  food. 
About  tlio  middle  of  May  the  young  males  begin  to  haul 
out    but  are  driven  olf   by  the  bulls  who  would  tear 
them  to  ineces  if  they  went   on  the  breeding  rookeries.     ConscMinently 
the  bachelors  haul  out  by  themselves  and  are  easily  surrounded  and 
diiveu  into  the  killing  ground  without  disturbing  the  breeding  rookery. 

The  cows  begin  to  haul  out  in  dune  and  take  their  places  on  the 
lu'ceding  lookeries  beside  the  bulls,  where  the  y(uing 
pups  are  born,  in  from  one  to  three  days  after  the  ar-       """' 
rival  of  the  cows. 

When  the  cow  go(!s  into  the  sea  for  food  her  stay  there  becomes  longer 
and  longer  as  the  season  advances,  until  at  times  she 
will  be  away  for  tlirc  o  or  four  days  at  a  time. 

The  pups  when  first  born  can   not  swim,  and  will 
diown  if  they  are  put  into  water.  ^''""  ""'  ""'  """"• 

1  have  seen  many  pups  drowned  when  washed  otf  the  edge  of  the 
rookerv  by  the  surf.    Tl^ey  do  not  go  into  the  water 
until  tiiey  are  six  or  eight  weeks  old  and  then  they  will      ''™"""«  ^"  »^^""- 
keep  in  shallow  water  and  <dose  to  the  shor«'  foi-  several  days  more. 

They  seem  to  like  to  stay  on  laud  until  late  in  the  season.  Every 
native  knows  a  female  seal  at  sight,  and,  as  the  law  against  killing  a 
leniale  is  strict  and  so  ligidly  enforced,  and  as  the 
(lubbers  an^  the  most  experienced  and  most  careful  ^xlXlwl}''"^''^'  '"'^'''"^ 
men  <m  the  island,  it  is  very  seldom  that  any  female 
seal  is  clubbed.  Our  ]ieople  have  great  respect  for  law  and  are  always 
iea<ly  to  obey  any  rules  laid  down  by  the  i)roper  authority,  and  they 
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Imvc  booti  raiHcd  in  llu^  ilriii  bclirf  tliat  it  is  wron^'  to  kill  ii  cow  soal. 
No  one  knows  hetlcr  tliiiii  tlic  natives  tliat  our  pios|M'i'it,v  is  in  tin*  pio- 
tcction  of  the  seals.  They  ar«'  onr  food  snpiii.v,  and  onr  earnings  from 
tiikin;;  the!  skins  enalde  ns  to  live  conifoitaltiy.  Shonld  the  Company 
desire  ns  to  kill  fennde  seals,  every  nativt^  in  the  villa;;!' wonid  he  inter- 
ested in  having,'  the  (loveinnu-nt  olliccr  know  it.  The  insliiietioiis  we 
have  always  leeeivt'd  from  the  Company  was  to  he  eaii'liil  in  diivin}; 
iind  to  never  kill  a  fennde  seal. 

Dni'in;;  the  month  of  An;;nst  the  families  bieak  np  and  the  seals 
scatter  aronnd,  ami  some  of  the  cows  nnn;;le  with  the  yonn;L;  males  and 
are  driven  alon;>'  with  them  when  we  make  a  drive  foi'  food,  and  som«' 
tiines  one  or  two  iiie  kill(>d  accidentally.  It  is  s<i  seldom  that  this  (m*- 
cnrs,  I  do  not  think  that  there  has  been  more  than  abont  ten  cows  iicr 
yeai'  killed  on  St.  Panl  Island  sinet^  lS7t). 

The  skins  taken  from  seals  killed  for  food  ar<>  salle<l  and  counted  to 
the  lessees  on  tlu'  (pn»ta  of  the  lollowin;-'  y<'ar,  so  that  nothing  nniy  be 
wasted.  When  we  were  allowe<l  to  kill  pnps  in  Mo\('nd>er  for  food  and 
(dothinj^',  we  always  picked  out  the  nu«les, bccaus«'  we  were  not  allowed 
to  kill  female  jtiips,  and  now  we  are  not  allowed  to  kill  any  pups  at  all. 
\Vhen  the  seals  leave  the  island  they  ;io  to  the  south- 
ward, and  when  they  come  i>aek  in  tlu'  sprin;;'  they 
<'ome  from  that  din'ctiou.  The  bulls  be;;in  to  leave  the  island  about 
the  mid<lle  of  Auj^ust,  and  most  of  them  are  yone  by  tin'  nnddle  of 
September.  The  cows  an<l  bachelors  leav<'  in  Novt'mbcr  and  the  ))ui>s 
follow  or  ji'o  with  the  cows.  When  the  weather  is  ^I'ood  a  number  of 
seals  will  clin;;'  to  the  beach  or  remain  in  the  water  around  the  rookeries 
until  |)eceud)er  and  sonu'tinu's  until  late  in  .January.     I  have  noticed 


MiKnitiuii. 


Ul'tlll  IMIJIH. 


more  an<l  more  dead  pu])s  on  the  rookeries  every  yt'ar 
since  ISSS,  and  in  1S!)1  they  were  s<»  »'los(^  to^i'cther  in 

idaces  1  could  not   step  anion;'' them  without  steppin;;  on  a  dead  i>ui). 

1  saw  many  of  them  cut  open  and   examiiu'd  by  the  doctor  (Dr.  Ack- 

erly)  and  their  stonuiehH  were  emjity.     All  of  tlie  <b'ad  pui»s  were  pool- 

and  thin  and  starved. 

1  believe  they  all  died  of  starvation,  because  their  mothers  had  been 

shot  at  sea  wIumi  tlu'y  went  out  to  iWyl.     1  never  saw  a  full  fat  pup  or 

one  who  had  a  mother  to  feed  him  dead,  except  a  few 

c.w  will  KiKku-  that  were  ilrowned  in  the  surf.   No  cow  will  suckle  aiiv 

cinl.v  litr  own  i>iil>.  ,      ^  i  i    i    i  i-i  z.    i       i  .    • 

]>up  but  her  own,  and  1  have  olteii  watched  a  cow  driv- 
iuj?  pups  from  her  until  she  found  her  own.  She  knows  her  i)up  by 
smellin;;;  it. 

There  are  not  one-fourth  as  many  seals  now  as  theic 

iv.nasf.  were  in  1.SS2,  and  our  jx'ople  art^  very  much  alarmed 

to  know  what  is  to  become  of  them  after  the  s?als  are  kil'-.l  otf.     If 

the  seals  <lecrease  as  fast  as  they  have  durin;;'  the  past 

live  or  six  years  there  will  be  noue  left  in  a  \'ery  sliort 


JCH'fi't  ipu  natives!. 


time  for  us  to  live  upon. 


Ago  EI  KisiiKN. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  l)efore  me,  an  oflicer  empowered  to  adminis- 
ter oaths,  under  sectiiui  l'J7(J,  Kevised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
ou  this  the  6th  day  of  June,  181>2,  at  St.  I'aul  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  H.  Williams, 
Trcasunj  agent  in  charge  of  seal  hUmds. 
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lands. 


|l|'i(  r  nIiiiI'Iciii  iI. 


Dl'pttnHioii  nf  Jat'oh  Knlr/inntni,  iiiiliir  stdlir i>n  St.  I'nul  Lslnntl. 

UAIllTS— I'DLAIJIC   SKALINO  — MAN  \<ii;.Mi;NT. 

Al-ASKA,    r.   S.    A., 

<S7.  I'tnil  Isltiml.  rtiliilof  (hoiijt,  n.s : 

.larol*  Kotchooteii,  l»eiii<;  duly  sworn,  (h'post's  :iimI  siiys:    I  ant  a  nil 
live  ol"  St.  I'aiil    Island,  Alaska,  and   I    iin    10  years  ul'  ai;f.     I   am  a, 
nalisc  scalei,  and  liav<' wctiUed  anion;:' st  als  on  St.  Taid 
Island  all   my  lil'e,  and   I   r«'meinl»er  when   1  was  lirst        M"!"""' 
rated  a  man,  some  I  wcntythi'ee  years  au'o;  it  waswlicn  Kenick  iSntcrlii 
was  eliier,  and  Ih'  used  to  follow  ns  m|)  when  we  wt-nt  to  drivi-  seals,  an<l 
tell  us  t(»  walk  alon^"  as  sl(»w  as  we  eoidd,  so  as  not  to  tire  the  seals  or 
worry  them  in  any  way. 

W'lu'U  we  us»'d  to  kill  sr».tM)0  seals  in  two  months  we 
lia<l  to  work  hard, and  we  had  to -o  out  at  ni-ht-  U>  ,|,i;;,;','"  ""'  """• 
drive,  so  that  the  seals  should  not  lie  linrried,  nor 
driven  in  the  daytime  when  it  was  warm.  In  those  days  seals  weie 
driven  IVom  Hallway  Point  t(»  tlie  \illa;ie,  when  the  ;;ronnd  was  wet, 
a  distance  ol'  alxtut  (i  miU^s,  and  we  used  to  start  the  drive  at  >>  o'eloek 
at  in^ht,and  ^et  into  the  villa;ie  i)etw«'en  (»  and  7  o'clock  next  inornin;;. 

In  ISTiMhe  Alaska  (!onuuercial  ('om|iaiiy  hinlt  a,  salt 
house  about  I'mileslVom  Halfway  Point, and  alter  that 
t  lie  seals  were  never  driven  m<»re  than  li  miles.  Drives  used  tol)el)roii;;'|it 
from  Zapadnici  to  the  village,  a  distance  of  about  ">  miles,  until,  in  1S7'.>, 
the  Alaska  Coiiimercial  ('ompaiiy  made  a  killiii;;^'roniid  within  a  mile 
(if  the  rookery,  and  had  the  skins  taken  acaoss  the  bay  in  boats  to  the 
\  Wa.u'e  salt  house. 

For  the  past  thirteen  years  no  seals  have  been  driven  a  greater  dis- 
tanci  than  about  U  miles,  and  most  of  the  drives  are   not  over  I  mile. 
The  drives  are  alwav?*  niade  i>v  our  own  pco|»|e,  under 
tlie  direction  (»t  the  ehiels.     None  ol  our  peoiile  ever   iiv(s, 
knew  of  any  sickness  anion;:;' tlii^  seals  and   pups,  and      Nt.  sii  uimss:iiim,ii- 
their  Mesh  has  always  lieen  our  meat  food.  iIms.;iu. 

Hut  very  few  dead  imps  were  ever  seen  on  the  rookeries  until  I  he  seal- 
iiijH'  schooners  bej^an  to  come  in  the  water  around  the 
island,  and  they  have  increased  more  and  more  since 
18.S.S.  In  ISKl  there  was  a  .u'leat  many  that  wer«' thin  and  pnor,  and 
they  would  crawl  down  to  the  water  and  make  a  noise  for  their  iiinth- 
ers  until  they  died,  and  when  some  of  them  were  cut  open  they  had  no 
milk  in  their  stomachs. 

When  the  cows  Inst  cojne  to  the   islands  they  .yo  on  the  breedinj? 
rookeries  and  rcMiiaiii  there  through   dune  and  .inly, 
exee|)tinu:  while  tliev  ii'o  out  to  sea  to  feed,  and   this  is      ''■'i'ii«  -i   iii>'  to- 

I  ~  t'    n  ^  jii;il(*s 

why  very  few  eows  are  ever  found  in  the  drives   made 
in  those;  two  luonths  while  we  arekillin.u-  for  skins.     In  August  the  fam- 
ilies are  broken  uj)  on  the  rookeries  and  the  cows  scatter  and  mix  nji 
with  the  youn;;'  males,  and  when  we  drive  for  fo<id  there 
are  a  few  eows  in  every  drive,  but  as  it  is  unlawful  to      ^'",  i';"i'ii«  '-iHuii 
kill  a  cow  seal  on  the  islands  we  are  «'aielui  that  none, 
is  killed. 

Our  people  are  very  careful  about  that,  and  if  one  is  killed  by  a(;ci- 
deiit  they  <lo  not  like  it,  and  fiie  chiefs  report  us  to  the  (io\eriiiiieiit 
ottic<'r.  The  most  of  the  bulls  b-ave  the  island  in  Sep- 
tember, and  the  eows  in  the  last  of  October,  and  early 
iu  November,  and  the  i)ups  leave  in  November;  sometimes  when  tliq 
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Kc'liini  to  HaiiiK 
l'iiil>r|-y  rilcll  yi'iir. 


woiitlioris  warm  a  few  seals  remain  until  Jann;iiy  at  Nortlieast  Point 
and  oil  "  Sea  Lion  Koi-k." 

In  1S!K)  we  l<ille<l  seals  at  both  placies  late  in  Jannary,  and  we  seen 

seals  on  !Sea  Lion   llock  in  rlannaiy,  l.S!)2.     J  have  noticed  that  the 

seals  yo  oil"  sontii  as  soon  as  tlie  beaeii  hecomes  icy,  and  wljen  tlie  is. 

hind  is  suri'onnded    by  drift  i<'e  the    seals  disaiipcar 

(entirely.     L  do  not  know  where  the  seals  go  to  when 

they  leavi',  the  island,  but  1  <h)  think  tln^y  eome  back 

to  the  same  rookeiy  every  year. 

Ten  or  twelves  years  aji'o  tlie  rookcM'ies  and  sea  uei-e  full  of  seals,  but 

,.     ,  ,  now  there  is  not  a  aieat  many;  we  used  to  kill  H-l-OOO 

111  less  than  two  month's  time  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and 

our  people  earned  ])leiity  of  money  to  buy  everythinf;they  wanted,  and 

in  (he  winter  we  killed  L',()()()  or  .'i,0()()  male  pups  for  food  and  elolhiiijy. 

Now  we  are  not  allowed  to  kill  any  more  pu|)s,  and  only  7,600  male 

^(•als  Ibr  food,  and  our  ])eople  are  very  much  worried  to  know  what  is 

to  beeome  of  themselves  and  ehildren. 

Jacob  Kotciiootun. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  o^i('(^r  empowered  to  adminis- 
ter oatiis  under  section  1070,  lievised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
this  Sth  day  of  June,  1802,  at  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

Will.  IL  Williams, 
Treasury  agent  in  cbunje  of  neal  islands. 
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DepoHitionof  Nicoli  Krnlcoff,  natii-e  employe  of  lessees,  on  *S7.  Paul  Island 

PELAGIC  SEALING,  UABITS,  AND  MANAGEMENT. 

Alaska,  U.  S.  A., 

St  Paul  Island,  Frihilof  Group,  ss  : 

Is'icoli  Ivriikotf,  beiiifj  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  43  years 
of  a,n('  and  was  born  at  Sitka,  Alaska.     1  can   read   and    sjieak  the 
Kiissian,  Aleut,  and  Enj^lish  la;i<;iiaj;('s.     1    came   to  St.   Paul   Island 
in  ISOO,  and  have  been  here  ever  since,  (constantly  em])loyed  amonj^'  the 
fur  seals,  and  1  have  had  daily  exiicricnce  in  all  the 
'^''*"'"""  branches  of  the  business,  from  driving;  the  seals  to  jire- 

pariii}"'  the  skins  for  siiipmeiit.  and  1  am  at  present  the  second  (;hief  on 
St.  Paul  Island,  to  Avhich  ]»ositi«»n  1  was  ai>])oiiited  in  1801.  I  remem- 
ber the  iirst  time  I  noticed  a  .lecicase  of  seals  on  tlu^  rookeries,  about 
S(nen  or  ei^ht  years  aji'o,  and  the  seals  have  beeome 
Dcd.Msi'  iiiKiiii  fewer  evei\  year  since.  We  used  to  kill  8o,000  s(ials 
„u„.  on  St.  rani  Island  in  less  than  sixty  days   time  until 

1800.  wlien  they  became  so  few  we  could  not  take  more 
lliaii  al»out  one  Iburtii  of  that  number  in  the  same  leiij^th  of  time. 
1  never  saw  but  a  few  (lend  inips  on  the  rookeries  until  the  schooners 
eamc  into  the  sea  and  shot  the  cows  when  they  went 
''"'"'■  out   to  W'^'d   and   then   the   dead   ])ups  began   to  in- 

crease on  the  rookeries.  1  huve  often  cut  open  dead  piqis  and  examined 
tlu'ir  stomachs,  and  found  them  empty,  and  the  ijujis -looked  as  if  they 
had  been  starved  to  death.  There,  were  more  dead  ]>ups  in  1801  than 
e\ cr  l)efore,  and  they  wcn^  all  star*  e('  to  death.  When  we  used  to  kill 
pups  for  food  and  clothing  in  Is'oven.  >er,  J  often  examined  them,  and 
always  Ibund  plenty  of  milk  i'u  their  si'  •uuchs. 
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I  noA'cr  .siiw  or  Iward  foil  of  a  sick  seal  and  altlioujik 
we  liave  alwiuys  eaten  the  flesh  of  tlie  fur  seal  we  have 
never  found  one  tlnit  was  diseased  in  any  way. 

The  seals  eanie  to  the  islands  iu  the  s])riii^  and  they  eoiiie  from  the 
south  throujih  the  passes  of  the  Aleutian  islands.  The 
Lulls  come  first  in  May,  then  the  oldest  of  the  bach- 
elois,  and  they  keei»comin};  tillJnly,  and  they  haul  out 
by  themselves  on  the  hauling  jorrouiids;  and  the  bulls 
and  cows  <joto<;ether  on  the  breedini;'  rookeries.  If  the  bachelors  went 
on  the  breeding,'  rook«'ries  the  bulls  would  kill  theiu. 

The  vowa  be<iin  to  haul  out  in  -June  and  they  are  all  on  the  rookeries 
•ii.mt  the  middle  of  .luly,  and  the  pups  are  born  soon 
after  the  cows  reach  the  rookeries.  As  .soon  as  the 
jnips  ave  a  fiiw  <lays  old  the  cows  jjo  into  tlu^  sea  to 
feed  and  they  stay  out  a  little  louj^cr  every  time  they 
<4()  until  they  will  be  away  for  a  week  at  a  time.  Tin 
lesswhftii  born,  and  they  can  not  swim;  and  tli(\v  would 
drown  if  put  into  water, and  I  have  seen  them  drown 


Ciiw'.-i. 


<'i(\v.s  rciMliii;;. 


pups  iire  help 


I'lips  (Mil  nut  swim. 

when  svrept  off  by  the  surf  in  bad  weather.    They  do  not  eat  or  driidc 
anytl'iiiff  except  the  milk  they  ji'et  fiom  the  cows.     Xo 
cow  will  suckle  any  pup  luit   her  own,     1  think  the. 
bachelors  do  not  eat  from  the  time  they  arrive  till  they 


Ciiw    sriilili 
liiM'  own  lHi|i. 


s    (inly 


JO  away,  and  I  think  so  because,  the  seals  killed  in  May  and  early  Juno 
are  fat  and  have  plenty  of  food  in  thuir  stomachs,  while 
those  killed  laterthan  .June  are  poor  and  their  stomachs  ,,..l;''''r'l""'.  '1"  ,"".' 
are  empty,  and  they  get  poorer  and  poorer  until  they 
go  off  in  November. 

The  driving  is  all  done  by  our  own  i)e(»ple  under  direction  of  the  chiefs 
and  we  never  drive  faster  than  about  half  a  mile  in  one 
lumr.  We  very  sehlom  drive  twice  IVom  one  rookery 
in  one  week  and  very  few  cows  get  into  a  drive  before  the  middle  of 
August. 

La^.er  iu  the  season,  when  we  are  driving  seals  for  food,  a  few  (!ows 
get  into  the  drives,  but  we  are  careful  that  they  do  not  get  hurt;  we 
all  kno^v  it  is  forbidden  to  kill  a  female  seal  at  anv  time  and  we  do  not 


Dri 


want  to  have  them  kilU'd  and  none  are  killed  exc<'pt 
by  accident.  I  never  saw  a  seal  killed  b*  overdriv- 
ing or  bv  overheating;  odd  ones  do  die,  on  the  drives 


I'Vmal  e«  k  i  1  hid 
iinly  by  acoidi'iit. 


FoHiiildfii    to     l%in 
puii.s. 


Di^crensa. 


by  smothering,  but  their  skins  are  taken  by  the  com])any  and   are 

counted  in  with  tlu^  others.     We  used  to  kill  pups  for  food  in  Xoveud)er 

and  then  we  had  to  examine  the  sex  and  kill  none  but  males.     'I'lie  (iov- 

ernment  has  foibidden  us  to  kill  any  more  jtups  and 

we  get  other  meat  instead.     All  our  i»eo]»le  know  the 

seals  are  getting  scarcer  every  ye.(;'  and  we  think  it  is 

be(!ause  of  the  schooners  coming  iu  and  shooting  the 

cows  in  the  sea.     Sometimes  they  try  to  land  on  the 

n.  keries,  but  we  drive  them  off  with  guns  and  they 

lu'ver  get  many  seals  that  Avay.     Wo  earn   very  little 

wages  now,  and  we  expect  the  (ioveriiment  to  keep  us 

in  food  and  clothing.    Unless  the  sclutoners  are  stopped 

th(^  seals  will  all  be  gone  soon  and  then  I  do  'jot  know 

what  my  jwoplecan  do  for  a  living;  they  know  nothing  of  other  work 

and  there  is  nothing  else  at  the  seal  islands. 

NiCOLI  KUUKOFF. 


Kaid. 
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Siil>si'iil»(><l  and  sworn  to  lieforc  nic,  iin  officor  ompowored  to  admiii- 
ist(M' oiitlis  iiiKlcr  section  1!»7<!,  IJt'.viscd  Stntutcs  of  the  ['nitcd  States, 
this  Stli  day  of  June,  l.S!»2,  at  St.  I'aul  Island,  Alaska. 

\VM.    II.    WlLT.IA^IS, 

Treasury  Agent  in  Charyv  of  l^cal  Islands. 


Depnsilion  of  IT.  W.  MeTntjirc,  cliirf  mrchnnie  and  resident  a<jent  if  lessees, 

on  St.  /'mil  Ishnid. 

MANAGEMENT. 


State  of  (Uetfoi^nia, 

Covntif  of  Tehinna.,  ss  : 

U.  W.  Mclntyre,  liavin.;;'  been  dnly  swoi'n,  deposes  and  say.s:  lam 
an  American  citizen,  a  native  of  llie  State  ol"  V^'rinont;  my  ajio  is  ">? 
years;  I  am  a  resident  <»r  \ina,  Telianni  Connty,  ( ■alit'ornia.  and  by  oc- 
cnjiation  (Jeneral  ]\Ianaj>'er  <il'  Senator  Leland  Stanford's  Vina  I'ancli  and 
I'alo  Alto  Vineyard.  In  tlie  year  1S71  I  entered  the  service  of  the 
Alaska  Connnercial  ('omjiatiy,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  at  the  Tribilof 
j2fronp  of  islands  in  ]»(Min<;'  Sea,  lirst  in  the  caitacity  of  chief  mechanic 
and  later  as  resident  Ajicntin  char{>-e  of  the  island  of  St.  Tanl. 

1  left  San  Francisco  for  Alaska  early  in  April  of  1S71,  and  arrived  at 
St.  Paul  Island  about  the  beyinninji'  of  IMay  the  same 

Exporience.  i      •    i         i    i  •  i'    i  i-  i  i-i  xi 

'  year,  on  wnich  island  1  icsided  eontinu(»usly  untd  the 

elos«^  of  the  sealin*;-  season  of  the  year  ISSl,  leavin.utliere  in  the  month 
of  Aufi'ust,  except  that  I  was  absent  on  leave  during  a  i>ortion  of  the 
wintei' season  in  l«7t,  1S77.  and  ISSO.  Duiing  the]»eiiod  of  my  residence 
I  visited  the  islainls  oi"  St.  (Jeorge,  IJnalnska,  and  othei' principal  sta- 
tions ol'  the  Alaska  Commercial  ('ompany  in  Hering  Sea  and  tlu'  North 
I'acilic,  and  obtained  through  observation  ;in<l  i'rom  information  very 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  fnr  seals  andtlieir  habits  while  upon  or  near 
the  islands  which  constitute  their  breeding  place. 

Under  )>ersonal  instruction  from  the  late  Senator  John  F.  Miller, 
then  president  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com]»any,  1 
Sh "i'LlTsi!imV.' "'  "'  <'onnnenced  shortly  alter  my  arrival  ui»on  the  Island  a 
series  of  observations  in  order  to  determin<'  as  nearly 
as  practicable  the  area  of  ground  occupied  by  the  seals,  and  incident- 
ally their  numl>er,  approximately,  during  the  season  of  1S71  for  the 
])urpose  of  noting  the  changes  which  might  occur  from  year  to  year. 
I'o  tliis  end,  in  the  year  1S71,  I  (taiefidly  noted  tlie  jiosition  of  the  seals 
on  breeding  lookeries  and  upon  the  several  hauling  grounds  whei«'  (dd, 
yoniig,  and  middle  ag(Ml  s<'als  were  <'ongregated,  and  by  delinitely 
markingtlie  ]»oiiits  reaclsed  was  enabled,  alt;.'  :  lie  animals  had  migrated 
in  the  autumn,  to  carry  forward  a  surv<'y  of  the  Islani!  as  a  whole,  and 
on  tin'  jdat  or  map  residting  frou)  said  survey  was  designate.!  aeeurately 
the  gi'ound  occupied  by  the  seals. 

The  woik  of  survey  was  carried  on  as  rapidly  as  possibh",  and  I  was 
enabled  IVoni  the  observations  so  made  to  make  a  chart  or  map  having 
upon  it  bearings  and  distances,  the  whole  of  which  were  verified  by 
Ijieut.  VVasld)urn  Mayimrd,  of  the  T.  S.  Navy,  slight  diiferences  in  our 
nH'asurenu'uts  ami  ol»ser\atioiis  only  l>eing  noted. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  President  Sliller  took  occasion  t^>  impress  upon 
me  tbeuecessity  of  i'xereising  f  he  great(^st  care  in  eomi)lying  strictly  with 
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all  tlio  iO(|uirciiU'Tit.s  of  tlio  loiisc,  and  tliat  cnrcful  attention  to  the  pres- 
eivatioM  of  tlie  seal  life  should  un<h'v  all  (iircninstances  lu'  regarded  as 
of  first  importance,  and  to  tliis  end  tlie  most  careful  study  of  tiie  habits 
<»f  the  animals  should  be  nia<h^  at  the  outset,  and  continued  from  year 
to  year  in  order  to  (h'termine  what  effect  the  killing  of  a  definite  number 
might  have  upon  vhe  seals  as  to  iiu-rease  or  diminution — 1  took  more 
than  ordimiry  care  in  noting  the  area  of  ground  occui)ied  eacli  year  by 
the  dilVercnt  classes  of  seals,  and  it  was  evident  that  ^,  , 
(Inrnig  the  years  1871  to  l.Shl  inclusive  there  was  a  iromiHTi  ioihhi. 
steady  increase  in  seals  of  all  kinds. 

As  my  observations  extende<l  over  a  period  of  time  sutticient  for  the 
growth  and  full  deveIoi)ment  (►f  individuals  1  was  enabled  to  determine 
with  a  greater  degree  of  accuracy  the  ettect  of  the  operations  of  the  C()m- 
l)any  generally,  as  well  as  to  follow  specifically  to  result,  various  mat- 
ters of  <letail,  all  of  which  were  based  upon  the  exiterience  and  methods 
of  the  Itussian  American  Company  as  practically  known  to  Captain  Nie- 
bauiu,  (W'lieral  Managcrof  the  business  of  the  Lessees,  and  to  the  Ciiiefs 
and  other  ])ernianent  residents  «)f  the  Islands. 

(irounds  occupied  by  the  seals  as  ''breeding  rookeries"  or  "hauling 
grounds"  are  filled  with  a  degree  of  uniformity  each  year;  hence  the 
area  occiij)ied  is  a  very  sure  criterion  in  estimating  numbers,  whether 
of  "  bulls,"  or  females  with  tlieii'  young,  or  young  males,  or  of  mixed 
young  (ycailings)  of  both  sexes,  and  the  fact  of  there  being  a  constant 
increase  as  above  mentioned  was  fully  established  by  the  constant  en- 
largement, year  after  year,  of  tlu^  si)ace  so  fiUed. 

The  fur  seals  of  Alaska  are  bied  and  born  on  the  Islands  of  the  Pribi- 
lof  group  in  Bering  Sea,  where  thev  Hud  combined  the     „  .,.,,.,,    ,  ,, 
conditions   requisite    to  then-  existence,  ot  isolation,   iiomeoi  iiio  Aiaskmi 
clinuite,  and  i)roximity  to  food  su])ply.  "''''■ 

The  seals  are  polygamous  in  their  habits  as  to  breeding,  and  each 
full  grown  and  vigorcms  male  animal  endeavors  to 
gather  around  hiins«'.lf  the  largest  ])ossible  number  of 
lemales,  and  to  a])i)ropriate  ami  hold  by  force  the  s])ace  necessary  for 
them  and  their  young.  Accoidingly,  when  tlu^  males 
return  to  the  Islands,  beginning  in  May  of  each  year 
(in  favorable  seasons  some  may  be  seen  in  Ajtril),  the 
most  desirable  locations  on  the  breeding  groun<ls  are  apiu'0])riated  by 
tlu'  strongest  and  most  vigorous  males,  while  the  weaker  <»r  half  grown, 
(u-  young,  are  forced  to  take  places  more  remote  from  well  delined  cen- 
ters of  population. 

In  June  the  females  driven  by  the  near  ap])roach  of  maternity  arrive, 
and  on  landing  are  forced  by  the  nearest  male  to  remain 
near  himself  as  long  aspiKSsible,  butas  the  spacehe  can  i'''>riiiati(m  of  ha- 
hold  is  limited  and  soon  filled,  his  neighbors  attempt  to 
steal  from  his  harem,  which  gives  rise  to  (iercecont«'sts,  in  which,  not  in- 
frcipiently,  the  fenialeisthe  victim  and  is  maimed  or  killed,  and  the  young 
(pups),  i)erhaps  Just  born,  are  trampled  and  crushed  ;  lieiu;e  it  is  evident 


UabitH. 


JliiUs    arc    )(ol}ga- 
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thatasuperabundanceof  maleson  thebreedinggrouiHb 

is  not  desirable,  and  it  is  also  evident  that  an  intelligent  mii'l 

and  carefully  applied  system  of  killing  males  only  must  (-"■"">"i«""t'it«in.i.U'. 

result  fav(U'ably  tx)  seal  lite,  by  ]ueventing  overcrowding,  ami  thus 

r<nnoving  the  cause  of  a  constant  warfare  which  could  not  fail  of  being 

fatal  to  vast  numbers  of  females  ami  young  of  both  sexes. 

To  myself,  as  having  tlu^  interest  ot  my  employer  at  heart,  the  health- 
ful condition  of  the  "  rookeries"  and  their  constant  expansion  was  a 
source  of  gratification  in  all  respects,  and  especially  as  in  full  evidence 
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tliat  the  bnsiiioss  wiis  coiidncttMl  on  coiroot  principles.    Of  tliia  I  am 

fully  convinced,  and  were  I  to  have  oceasion  to  assume  (!ontrol  of  the 

seal  interest  (outside  destruction   beii)};'  prevented),  1 

mCTu'J'ie'so"'!''''''''''  •'^''<>"1<1  '«'f>^fc  assuredly  follow  the  precedent  estahlished 
by  the  Alaska  (Jonimercial  Company  durin}>'  the  first 
ten  years  of  its  lease  of  the  Islands. 

VVithiii  a  few  days  after  hin<lin.a,'  (it  may  be  but  a  few  h<mr8  or  even 
minutes,  as  1  have  seen)  the  female  {jives  birth  to  her 
^"^"''  youn^.  but  one  beiuj::  broujjlit  foith  ea<'h  year.     The 

reported  occasional  birth  of  twins  is  not  verified.    These  little  ones, 
''l)ups,"  as  thev  are  called,  are  comparatively  helpless, 
UnaLie  to  Bwim.       particularly  awkward  hi  movenuMit,  and,  unlike  the 
hair  seal,  are  unable  to  swim.    They  are  nursed  by  the  mother,  who, 
after  copulation  has  taken  place,  is  permitted  by  the  ohl  male  to  jjo  at 
will  in  (]uest  of  food.    At  alnrnt  six  weeks  old  the 
Learning  to  swim,    ^.^n,,^,,  j,..,M,er  iu  ^roups  and  shortly  after  hnirn  to  swim, 
but  depend  for  a  lonj;  i)eriod  upon  tiie  mother  for  sustenance,  hence 
her  destruction  must  result  in  the  death  of  the  young  through  starva- 
tion. 
On  the  ap])roa(!h  of  inclement  and  wintry  weather  the  seals  migrate 
to  find  i>laces  where  food  is  abundant  and  where  the 
Miifr-ition.  cliuiatic  conditions  suit  them  best;  but  it  is  notable 

that  they  are  governed  in  this  solely  by  consideration  of  their  own 
<',omfort  and  convenience,  and  not  by  any  fixed  or  even  approximate 
time. 

Indeed,  so  well  are  the  people  of  the  Islands  aware  of  their  habits  in 
this  resi)ect  that  they  carefully  watch  for  the  approach  of  ice  or  of  se- 
vere stornis  from  the  northwest  before  taking  their  sui)ply  of  seals  for 
winter  food. 

I  have  seen  many  seals  upon  the  Island  each  mouth  in  the  year,  Avith 
a  possible  exce])ti(m  of  the  month  of  March;  and  I  have  been  informed 
that,  since  I  left  the  servicie,  seals  have  been  seen  and  captured  on  shore 
in  this  month  also.  They  evidently  have  no  fixed  or 
on^'rilmu."' "'' ""''^  definite  "  haubng  ground  "  to  visit,  as  it  would  have 
been  discovered  long  since,  but  as  they  can  sh  ep  as 
well  as  find  food  at  sea.  they  have  no  occasion  to  land  until  warned  by 
the  rei)rodu(!tive  instinct  to  icturn  to  the  place  of  their  birth — their 
home — which  they  do,  and  are  oiten  found  at  jirecisely  the  place  o(!cu- 
]>ied  during  the  ])receding  season  or  seasons.  In  evidence  of  this  I 
have  observed  seals  bearing  unmistakable  marks  for  identification  re- 
turn to  the  same  s])ot  year  after  year. 

It  was  the  custom  each  year  just  ]»rior  to  the  migiation  of  the  young 
seals  to  take  a  certain  number,  under  sui)ervision  of 
foi^i'^^'"^  i^'P"  ^'""  the  United  States  Treasxiry  agent,  tor  food  of  the  na- 
tives during  the  winter,  and  as  females  were  in  no  case 
killed,  a  selection  of  male  "pui)s"  had  to  be  made.    This  Avas  done 
ra])idly  by  catching  each  "pu])"  by  the  flipper,  and  upon  releasing 
the  animal,  after  examiimtion,  to  s<>nd  it  Avitli  the  males  for  slaughter, 
or  with  the  females  for  return  to  the  sea.     On  such,  and  on  -^Mier  occa- 
sions, seals  were  often  marked,  or  were  noted  as  being  marked  by  scars 
iVom  fighting  among  the  males;  such  marks  Avere  used  to  obtain  data 
relative  to  their  return  to  the  1  si  iiid,  and  during  the  latter  portion  of  my 
stay  on  St.  Paul  Islaiul  such  marked  aninmls  were  seen  and  identi- 
ticMl  in  the  herd  or  on  breediiij;  grounds. 
Those  cases  were  sulUciently  .lumerous  to  warrant  my  present  belief 
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iliat  if  sneli  marlvini;-  had  been  eonstiuiMy  practtieed  extensively,  as 

might  easily  hiivtt  been  done  jireeisely  as  in  case  of  a 

band  of  cattle  on  tlie  plains  with  all  t'lu'  young,  it  wonld   ,,J;[V;,!;'.''''''*'""'    ^^ 

have  established  their  identity  and  coinplctely  shown 

that  the  seals  do  not  liiid  a  home  at  any  place  otlua-  than  that  of  their 

birth. 

The  erection  of  "salt  houses"  at  suitable  places  for  cmiiig  the  seal 
skins  was  one  of  the  earliest  works  und<'itakeii,  and 
several  were  erected  at  points  convenient  to  the  larg-   i„VnIna-'.im'i','i'.''''"'' 
est  "hauling  grounds,"     In   addition    to  this  teams 
were  furnished  and  skins  iiauled  to  the  salting  ])laces  or,  in  otlna'  in- 
stiinces,  they  were  taken  by  boats  as  most  convenient.      ^^  .  . 

Jn  this  manner  the  necessity  for  long  drives  was  ob-        "^"'«- 
viated  and  the  work  made  easier  in  all  respects. 

The  polygamous  habit  before  mentioiuMl  naturally  results  in  forcing 
tlie  young  male  seals  to  "haul  "from  the  sea  by  tiiemsclves,  which 
renders  their  capture  less  dillicult,  as  tlnry  may  be  driven  without  dis- 
turbing the  breeding  seals  with  their  young.  Seals  to  be  killed  were 
usually,  and  as  a  rule,  driven  at  night  or  very  early  in  the  morning 
when  th«5  grass  or  ground  was  moist  with  dew  oi- during  the  jircvalciice 
of  fog,  and  was  leisurely  jierformed  under  direction  of  experi<Miced  hunt- 
ers, hence  the  animals  were  spared  the  fatigue  of  traveling  on  dry 
ground  at  unwonted  speed. 

\N  hen  not  being  driven  their  movemenis  on  land  are  in  nowise  un- 
(\ertaiii  or  distressing,  and  they  are  freciuently  seen  Journeying  of  their 
own  volition  from  one  "rookery"  or  '•hauling  place"  to  another  at 
considerable  distaiK'e,  especially  when  singly  ov  in  small  groups;  they 
catch  on  a  strong  wind  the  scent  (»f  a  herd  at  a  rcmolt!  jtoint  and  set 
out  to  join  it.  In  connecition  with  the  work  of  driving  the  seals  at  fre- 
(juent  intervals  it  was  of  special  interest  to  observe  that  tli<>y  became 
less  wild  or  timid,  and  consequently  j-ould  be  managed  more  easily  in 
herd. 

The  "  hauling  grounds"  nearest  the  "  salt  houses"  were,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  most  frequently  visited  by  the  hunters.  At  each  time  of 
<lriving  some  animals  were  found  too  large  or  too  small,  or  otherwise 
undesirable,  and  were  allowed  to  esca])e  from  anntng  the  "killable"  herd, 
and  it  was  the  subject  of  fieiiuent  rcmaik  that  these 
seals  so  frequently  driven  becanu^  accustomed  to  the  '"'""oss  oi  Hcais. 
presence  of  man,  and  evidently  acquired  conlidciicc  froin  the  fact  that 
they  were  not  harmed,  so  far  that  on  being  si>paiat<'d  Iroiu  the  herd 
they  ajijteared  unconcerned,  and  not  worried  or  friglitcned.  but  would 
leisurely  return  to  the  place  whencii  driven,  and,  witiiout  taking  t(»  the 
water  as  is  their  habit  when  fiightened,  would  remain  uniil.  on  the  ar- 
rival of  others  in  suflicicnt  luunliers,  tln^y  were  again  driven,  only  to 
be  released  and  returned  as  before. 

These  repeated  drivings  did  not  appanmtly  injure  the  animals  inthe 
least.  Injuries  thrcmgh  accident  resulted  at  intervals, 
but  most  of  those  were  slight,  and  recovery  soon  tbl-  j,,!.'',''','^'^"'*''  ""'  '"" 
lowed.  That  the  driving  of  the  seals  as  practiced, 
whether  more  or  less  frequently,  did  not  result  injuriously  to  the  breed- 
ing, is  abundantly  provi'ii  by  tlie  results  noted  atier  the  lapse  of  several 
years. 

The  area  of  "rookeries"  constantly  expanding  was  tilled  with  ani- 
mals evidently  healthy  and  strong;  vigorous  males  wei<^  in  abundance, 
as  shown  by  the  increase  of  ycuiiig,  and  by  the  fact  that  the  number 
of  barren  females  was  not  increased.    tSuperannuated  mah^s  were  found 
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ItriTCilsc,  ((I'hciiIh. 


iis  usual,  Imf  diirinjj  Mio  tiiiK^  of  my  rosidciico  nn  uimsuiil  lack  of 
lifaUli,  strcnji'tli,  or  vij^or  was  seen  amon;^'  tln'  si'als  of  wliatovcr  class 
or  aji'c. 

l)uriii,t;' my  loiiji"  and  constant  rcsidoiicc,  I  bcciiiiu^   iiitcrcstiMl  in  all 
matters  pcrlaininj;' to  tlic  \v<'llai<'()f  (lie  iH^oplc  rcsidiui^'  upon   the  Is- 
l;ni(ls,  iind  liav(!  siu<H'.,  tlirou;;h  an  extensive  ae((u;iiiif  anee  with  A<;'euts 
iind  employes  of  f  iio  Lessees,  been  <'onstautly  advised  as  to  events  tnins 
l»iriu;;'  there  from  yeai-  to  ycsir. 

From  statiMiieuts  made  by  such  personal  aecpiaiutanci's  iind  friends 
I  beciime  iiware  of  a  riii»id  decrease  in  seal  life  in 
Alaska,  and  reports  of  pehioic  sealing,  as  made  pnl»lic 
throuji'li  tlie  press,  combincil  with  previous  personiil  knowledge  of 
alfairs  as  evistinj;-  prior  to  1S8U,  halves  no  pitssibh^  doubt  as  to  the 
cause  of  siu'li  deci'ease  of  seals.  I'eliin'ic  sealinjjf  ;is  practiced  !)rior  to 
the  yciir  1.SSL5  had  no  appar<'nt  elVect  ui»on  seal  life,  an<l  even  when  to 
this  was  a<ld«^<l  the  takin,u' of  a  delinite  nundier  year  after  year  under 
lease  from  the  United  States  (lovernment,  tiievc  was  still  a  constant 
increase  of  seals  (tbserved;  1  am.  tlier<'lbie,  fully  con- 
lirmed  in  the  Itelief  tliid  liie  decrciise  in  their  niunbers 
isdiu^  solely  to  the  indiscrimin;ite  killing'  at  sea  of  all 
aji'es,  rcjiar«lless  of  sex,  as  ])iacticcd  since  1.S84. 

I  have  also  no  doubt  as  to  the  linul   result  of  this   indiscrinduiite 

sealing".     The  (b'usc  foys  v.hicli   prevail   ov<^r   IScrinn'  Sea  in   summer 

render  the  driiwinj;' of  nn  imn^iiuiii'v  line  of  ]not«'<-tion 

jvo.,.t,u,n  no.«s-   .^,^^^,j^  ^,j^.  ^^,.j,  j^,,,„,,^  absolutely  liitileand  inoperative 

ibr  such  puipose;  and  unless  full  protection  is  afforded 
the  ain'nnils,  their  e\terminati(Mi  must  Ibliow  as  surely  as  in  tlie  case 
of  the  seals  at  the  South  Shetlaiul  Islaiuls,  oi-  the.  bntfaloon  the  plains 
of  North  AuKU'ica. 

ir.   \V.   MrlNTVKK. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  ine  this  Kith  day  of  iNFay,  A.  I).  18!»2. 

[SEAL.j  Jl.    IllI.DinJKANDT, 

Motarij  Public. 


cause. 


DqinsitionfiofA iitnn McloredoJ}'.  Xoo)  M(nuh'ef/in,  Apnilou  HorKdalaJf'slu, 
Afjfiie  Kiishiii,  Xivoli  Knikoff,  -/  (\  Rrdpath,  (J,  Ij.  Finder,  <(ud  >/. 
(J.  \S.  Alicrly,  roiidvuis  on  St.  I'anl  I.shiinl. 

DKVRKAHK   OF    IIEIID. 

Tethhtoky  of  At.aska,  U.  S.  A., 

Thi'  I.shnid  of  St  Paid. 

r.elore  me,  F.  II.  Newc(unb,  a  iirst  lieut«'naut  in  the  U.  S.  Revenue 
Marine  Service,  and  executive  olticcr  of  the  li.  S.  Iti'veuiui  steanu'r 
liiLsli,  and  authori/<'<I  and  empowered  to  take  testimony  and  administer 
oaths,  i>ersoually  ai)peared  Anton  Melovcdolf,  who,  beiujn'  by  nu^  Iirst 
duly  sworn  accordiui;'  to  law,  testilicd  as  follows,  to  wit: 

(}.  State  your  a.iie  and  place  of  residence. — A.  lam  thirty-six  years 
(d'aji'e;  have  resided  on  St.  Paul  Island,   Alaska,  for  the  [»ast  twenty- 

Q.  What  is  y(»ur  (tccnpatiouf — A.     I   am  a    sealer; 
Ibrmerly  in  the  employ  of  the  Alaska  Conunercial  (Jom- 
]>any,  and  now  in  the  emi)loy  of  the  North  American 
Commercial  Company. 

Q.  lias  your  occu|>ati«ui  been  such  as  to  ji'ive  yon  an  oi)portunity  to 
notice  from  year  to  year  the  condition  of  the  nxdci-ries  and  the  peculiar- 
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itiosof  soiil  life? — A,  Yes;  l  wiis  cliief  for  alxmt  ten  yoars,  and  diiriiifi 
thill  time  liad  rliar,n»'  oftlic  drives  and  liiive  always  particijiatcd  in  tlie 
killing-  of  tlie  scais. 

(i.  Have  yon  noticed  any  i>breeptil)le  <litferenee  in  tlie  niiniber  <»f 
seals  on  rookeries  Irnni  one  year  to  anotlierf — A.  Yes. 

i}.  What  elian{i«'s  have  yon  noticed? — A.  They  liave  been  ;;'ettiii;^ 
less  every  ve.i'  for  about  tlie  last  six  vears. 


Dcirc'iiso. 


Kxtiiit  dl'. 


(J,  About  how  iniicli  less  is  tlu'  nnniber  of  seals  diir- 
iiiii' the  |>ast  year  than  they  were  six  yearsai^oJ — A.  The  nnniber  of 
seals  this  year  are  alxmt  one  fourth  of  what  they  were 
six  years  a<>o,  and  about  one-half  of  what  they  were 
last  yeai'. 

(^>.  In  w-hat  way  do  you  form  your  above  ojiinion  as  to  the  relative 
uuniber  of  seals  on  the  rookeries? — A.  By  tlie  fact  that  many  spaces 
on  the  rookeries  which  were  ibrnierlv  crowded  are  now  not  occiijiied  at 
all. 

(^>.  To  wliat  do  vou  attribiit*^  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  seals  on 


the  I 


(lokeries : 


A.  To  the  ureat  numiier  of  <m)Ws  killed 


(.'iiMsi;  of. 


Xip  Ic'iniilcs  killi'il 
li\    Irssrcs. 


by  poachers,  aud  (ionseqiiently  less  jiiips  are  born  on 
the  rookeries. 

i).  How  do  you  know  that  eow^s  have  been  killed  by  poachers? — A.  I 
have  handled  and  seen  a  .i>reat  number  of  skins  captiireil  l»y  the  Ke\enne 
Cutters  from  the  |)oacliiiig'  vessels,  and  there  \v«'i'e  very  few  male  skins 
anioiif;- them;  also  have  seen  anioii.i>' thi'in  a  s'n'i'l^  number  of  niiborii 
])iil»s.  Twice  upon  the  rookeries  1  have  seen  cows  killed  and  lelt  there 
by  the  jioaehers. 

il.  Why  is  it,  in  your  o])inion,  that  more  female  than  male  seals  are 
killed  bv  the  ])oacliers? — A.  Ueeanse,  first,  in  the  pas- 
saj^e  of" the  seals  to  the  islands  in  the  early  season  the   j.^I'CsS'l''^' 
femah's  travel  in   <;'roiips  and  the  males  scatter;  see- 
oiidly,  after  arrivinj^-  at  the  islands  the  males  remain   on  or  about  the 
hanliny  ynmnds,  while  the  females  havinu'  their  pups     ,,      ,    ,.    ,. 
to  nurse  j^o  out  into  the  s«'a  to  obtain  food. 

(^).  How  do  you  tell  the  skin  of  a  female  from  that  of  a  male  ? — A. 
liy  the  nipples  and  ,<><'iieral  ap])eaianee. 

i).  Have  you  ever  known  the  lessees  to  tak<'  female 
skins? — A.  Xo.  Any  employe  killing?  a  female  either 
intentionally  or  accidentally  would  be  liable  to  a  line. 

i}.  Did  you  see  any  dead  juips  on  the  rookeries  the 
jiast  season  ? — A.  Yes;   1  saw  lots  of  tlu'm. 

<^.  How  (h)  they  eompare  with  the  number  observi'd  in  former  years  ? — 
A.  Much  f>reater  in  proportion  to  tlii!  nuiiib«'r  of  females  <ui  the  rook- 
eries than  tbrmei  ly. 

i}.  How  do  you  account  for  this? — A.  I  think  the  cows  w«'ie  killed 
by  the  poachers  while  away  from  the  rookeries,  and  as  iii(»tlier  seals 
nurse  none  but  their  own  yoniijn',  <;onsefpiently  the  jmps  whose  motliei^ 
were  killed  die  from  starvation. 

A:;;ton  Mklovkdoff. 

Also  Noen  ^Fandrenin,  who,  beinjj  duly  sworn  by  me  as  liereinaltev 
certified,  testilied  as  follows: 

(^.  State  your  a^e  and  ])lace  of  residence. — A.I  am  thirty-four  years 
of  aj;e  and  am  a  native  and  resident  of  St.  Tiiiil  fsland.  Alaska. 

i}.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A.  I  am  a  seah'r,  formerly  in  the  em 
plov  of  the  Alaska  ('ommercial  Comiiany,  and  now  in 
the  emjiloy  of  the  North  American  (JomnuMeial  Com- 
pany. 
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t^.  Did  y(»ii  SCO  ail  iiiiiisuiil  nmiiltciMl'dciKl  piii)soii  tliorookovJos  this 

ii^^ii  ^ij  ^^  sciison/ — A.    \('s;    I    Siiw    iiKMc  (i(  ill!   j>u|)s  tliis  year 

'"'"'■  liiiiii  ever  bclorc.      1  went  wilii   .Mr.  .1.  Stanley  Ml'uwii 

ill  Aii;;iist  (o  assist  liiiiilo  make  ii  survey  ol'tlie  niokeiies  and  siiw  <lea<l 

]ui|)s  ;ii<»ap('d  ill  various  i»Ia('es. 

().   Dill  you  see  dead  pujjsoii  all  the  rookeries  you  visited? — A.  Yes; 
hill  s(Hiie  rookeries  had  more  than  others. 
(}.   How  <h)  you  a<'eount  tor  so  many  dead  |>ui>s? — A.  I  tliink   their 
,,iii_,^,^,.  mothers  wei(^  killed   in  tlu^  sea  by  the  ]»oaeliers  while 

away  Irom  the  islands  in  search  of  food. 
i).  Why  do  you  think  that  they  were  killed  by  iioachers? — A.  I  was 
once  on  hoard  a  sciiooiier  whiclnvas seized  at  >N'ortheast  I'ointandsuw 
a  iiumi)cr  of  female  skins  on  board. 

ii.  II(»w  «Ioes  the  nninber  of  seals  on  the  rook(^ries  this  year  compare 
with  the  nnmb<>r  four  or  tive  years  ajio  ? — A.  The  num- 
ber now  is  about  one-fourth  of  what  they  were  then. 

IsoKiN  Manukkuin. 


Uecruofle. 


"We,  the  undersigned,  natives,  residents  of  St.  Paul    Island,  who 

have  for  a  number  olNcars  been  eii"aii«'d   in  the  luisi- 

ness  <it  sealinn'  on  these  islands  liavin<>'  been  jucscnf 

and  iieard  the  testimony  of  Anton  iMelovedolV  and  ^'oeii  iMandi'ejj;iii, 

as  above  given,  do  hereby  concur  suitstantially  in  their  statements. 

Al'OLLON   UOIIUDAKAI'FSKY. 

AGGIK  KrSIIIN. 

KiCOLl  KllUKOFF,  Second  Chief. 


Also  J.  C.  Tiedpath,  who,  having  been  duly  sworn  by  nie,  as  herciii- 
allcr  certified,  testified  as  follows: 

(^^.  State  your  age,  place  of  residence,  andoccu]>atioii. — A.  [  am  forty- 
seven  (47)  years  of  age  and  lia\e  been  aresid<\ntof  the 
'■^'"''"""'  seal  islands  for  the  past  seventeen    years;    formerly 

local  agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  ii(»w  of  the  North 
American  Commercial  Company,  and  during  that  time  have  been 
engaged  in  the;  taking  of  seal. 

(}.  Have  you  noticed  any  perceptible  difierence  in  the  number  of 
seals  on  the  rookeries  from  one  year  to  another  f  if  so.  what  changes 
have  you  observed? — A.  Within  the  last  four  or  li\e 
years  1  have  observed  a  decided  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  seals  on  tlie  rookeries. 

Q.  Ill  what  ])roi)ortion  havethe  seals  decreased  within  the  time  men- 
tioned?— A.  As  far  as  my  judgment  goes,l  should  say 
Kxu.ntof.  at  least  one-half. 

Q.  J  low  do  y<m  account  for  it? — A.  l>y  the  numbers, 
^'""""''  principally  females,  that  are  killed   in  the  waters  by 

marauders. 

il.  How  do  you  know  that  the  marauders  kill  females  principally?— 

A.  I  know  that  the  females,  aft<'r  giving  birth  to  their 

b>^3Jr.s.'''''''''"''''\vouiig  on  the  rookeries,  freiiuent  the  open  sea  in  seaich 

of  food,  whereas  tlx^  irales  frequent  the  hauliiiggr<»uiids 

Fnnai.s nidiiiR.      oj.  ^yatcis  immediately  arouiul  it.     At  vari(»us  times  I 

have  seen  skins  which  were  seized  by  the  cutters  from  the  ])oachcrs, 

and  they  were  substantially  fi'inale  skins. 

if.  Have  you  noticed  any  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries  this  past  sea- 
son, and  in  what  ])roi)ortion  to  former  years? — A.  1 
hav<^  seen  an  unusual  number  of  dead  jjujjs  this  year 


Dccrcasiv 


Vi:u\  jiiiiiM. 


on  the  breeding  grouinls; 


I  may  say  twice  as  many  as  formerly, 
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Q.  TTow  do  ynu  iKM'oiiiil  loi' if .' — A.  From  tlie  fact  of  tlicir  motlieis 
liMviiiii  l»('«'ii  killctl  by  iikhiiikIcis.     It  is  a  well  know  ii 
liicl  llial  I  lie  iiiotlH'is  siickltMKMM'   liiil  llu'irowii  |»ii|is; 
roiis('(|iit'iitly  tlh'  mot  licrlcss  (lie  Iroiii  wmit  of  iioiiiislimcni. 

Q.  Wliat  is  tin'  ficneiiil  coiKlitioii  of  a  licaltliy  pup  seal  rcccJN  iiiji; 
roiistiiiit  attention  fioin  its  mother  .'—A.  I  know  iiim  to  he  completely 
ji'orj^ed  witli  milk  ami  liis  I    iily  to  ite  enveloped  in  I'at. 

i).  Wliat  elfeel.  in  your  opinion,  does  tlie,  ineicase  in  the  nund)ei'  of 
poacliinj;  vessels  in  I'lerinj''  Sea  liave  upon  seal  life' — 
A.  Since  the  ninnhcr  (»l  sealinn' vessels  has  increased, 
the  ninnlMT  of  seals  coming  to  Ihu  islands  lias  c<»ri(!- 
spondingly  decreased. 


Kllic  I  .ililu 


|H111 


■lirl> 


J.    (J.    lil.ll'ATII, 


Af/rnf. 

Also  C.  L,  Fowler,  who,  beinjj;  duly  sworn  by  me  as  hereinafter  cer- 
tilied,  testilied  as  follows: 

I   have  been  a  icsident  of  the  seal  islands  for  the  pasl^^  ten  yeais; 
Ibrmerly   ass't  af;eut  of  the  Alaska  (Jominercial  Co. 
now  a;4'ent  of  the  North  .Vmerican  ('omi»any,  and  dur 


Kx|i(  rii^iii:(). 


injjf  that  time  have  been  eii,!;a;;('d   in  the  takin;;-  ol"  seals.     1   have  lis- 
tened to  the  testimony  ot'  .1.  C  IJedpath  as  above  and      c.hmIioijii.m     mi 
fidly  concur  in  all  that  he  Ir.'.s  said  coiiceininu  seal  life.    Kiiii.inii  .m(|.i...i  ic> 
vvitli  the  exception   that    lite  number  of  seals  on  the  '""■'■" 
islands  this  season   are  in   my  judgment  uol  more  than  one  tburlh  of 


what  they  were  in  l.SdT. 


C.  L.  I'(»wj;er. 


Also  J.  C  S.  Akerly,  who  beinff  duly  sworn  l)y  nu;,  as  iiereinalter 
certilied,  ti^stilied  as  Ibllows: 

Q.  State  your  age,  place  of  residence,  and  occupation. — A.  !  am  thirty- 
one  (31)  years  of  age,  tcside  in  Oakland,  Calilbrnia,  and 
am  physician  on  St.  I'aul  Island,  in  the  employ  of  the       -''-"""""'• 
North  Anu-rican  ComnuMcial  (Jompaiiy. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  <lead   pups  on  the  rookeries  this  season? — A. 
Yes;  my  attenlicm  was  called  t(»  the  matter  by  .).  Stan 
ley  Brown,  who  recpu'sted  me  to  examine  them  with  a 
view  to  detei mining  the  «'ause of  their  death.     1  examined  a   niunbei' 
which  had  ai»i>arently  lecently  died.     Their  bodies  wen-  entirely  desti 
tute  (»f  fat  and  no  lbi,d  to  be  Ibund  in  their  stomachs,     .\fter  a  carclul 
examination,  J  found  no  evidence  of  disease. 


Dl'llll    |III|IH. 


(':ni 


Q.    What    do    you    assign    as   the   causes    of    their 
death? — A.   1  believe  them  to  have  died  of  starvation. 

Q.  Why  do  you  think  tlie.v  di<'d  of  starvation  ? — A.  From  the  fact 
that  nearly  all  the  dead  on  I  he  rookeiy  were  ]»ups,  and  IVom  absence 
of  all  signs  of  disease,  emafiatcd  conditioji  of  their  biidies,  and  ab- 
sence of  food  I'ruiU  their  stomachs. 

J.  C.  S.  Aivinn.v,  M.  1).,   IMt.  15. 

Sworn  and  Mubsciibed  to  before  nu^  this  twenty  fonith  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 181)1,  at  'Sc.  i'aul  Island,  I'libilof  (irou]»,  i'.ering  Sea. 


i'lJANK     II.    Nl'.WCOMI!, 

First  Licultiuinl  U.  IS.  It.  M, 


Witner.f  08 ; 


Mir/j'ON  IUknes. 

JOIiySTDNK    H.    QUINAN, 


I 


iS<:tond  Lieutenant  U.  IS.  R.  M, 


1 

It 
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Jhi>onilii>nn/ Anton  Melomlnjl',  iHilirr  AhinknH,  andnnpfoi/ro/lvHseeson 

*S/.  I'atil  iNlaitd. 


MANACSKMKNT— IIAIIITH. 


■i 


Diivini;  wliilc  iiii' 
ili'i'  KiisHJaii  iiiiiii;i;:r 

IllCIlt. 

Iiii|>riivril  iiii'IIkkI.' 
imhIi'I'  Aiiicrii  an  man 
aniMiirnl. 


St.  I'ai'i-  Island,  riiiitiLoi'  (JiKurp, 

Al(isl:ti^  ('.  <S'.  .1.,  ss: 

Anton  Mt'lovcdoll,  hciiifi  duly  swoiii,  dciinscs  iiixl  s;iys:  I  :iin  tliirty- 
('i;;lit  (iJS)  yraisofn^ic  iiiid  1  was  horn  on  KiiiliiiU  ishind,  Alaska.     I  canM^ 
toSt.l'aul  Island  in  ISOl.  Ilic  (iisl  time,  and  in  ISt;!)  Ilic  second  time,     I 
1juv«'  it'sidi'd  lu'ic  sinci^  1S(»',»  and  1  Inivc  bfcn  constanlly  eni|)loy('d  anntn;^ 
tin-   Alaskan   I'lir  seals  in  all  that  time.     I  have  ha<l  a 
KxiHii.nr...  |.j|.^.^,  .^11^  viiried  expeiieiiee   in   all  the  details  ol'  the 

bnsiness  as  it  has  lie«'n  <-ai'i'ied  on  on  St.  I'aul  Island,  and  1  have 
done  service  in  all  the  depaitnients  IVoin  the  work  of  a  hoy  to  that  ol' 
l-'irst  ("hiel'of  the  Island.  1  can  read  and  write  the  I'^n-lisli,  Ifiissian, 
an<l  Aleut  lanuna^es  and  1  can  interpret  them  into  one  another.  I  have 
lead  a consideralile  amonnt  of  the  contioversies  on  the  Seal  (Question 
since  the  seals  l)e;;an  to  decrease  so  rajtidlyon  the  rookeries  and  I  have 
observed  the  lookeiios  and  their  daily  conditictii  since  I  beciun»3  First 
("liiefin  ISSl,  which  ollice  I  icsijiiied  in  lSi||. 

In  the  Russian  times,  before  1S(|S,  the  seals  were  alwayN  driven  acros.s 
the  Island  of  St.  Paul  fr<tm  North  Ha'st  Point  to  the 
villajic.  salt  house — a  distance  of  i-A  miles — but  wln-ii 
the  Alaska  Commercial  ('omi)any  leased  the  islands 
they  sto[)p«'d  lonj;'  driving'  and  built  salt  houses  near 
to  the  haulin;n'  ;;r<»un(ls,  so  that  by  1871>  no  seals  weic 
driven  more  than  1'  miles. 

No  oiu'  ever  said  in  those  days  that  seals  were  made  imp(»teiit  by 
drivin<;',  althou,i;h  lony- drives  had  been  made  for  at  least  tifty  years, 
I  have  never  known  or  iieard  tell  of  a  tinu^  when  there 
was  not  bulls  enoujih  and  to  spare  on  the  breeding' 
rookeries.  I  never  saw  a  cow  of  o  years  old  or  over  in  Au^iust  with- 
(uit  a  pup  by  her  side.  The  oidy  cows  on  a  breedinj>'  rookery  without 
pups  are  the  vir/iin  cows  who  liave  come  there  for  the  (irst  time.  1 
never  went  (»nto  a  rookery  in  the  bieediu};"  season  when  1  could  not 
have  counted  plenty  of  idh^  vi.u'orous  bulls  who  had  no  cows. 

I  ha\'e  heard  it  said  that  tlu^  seals  are  slaughtered  iudiscrindnately 
on  the  seal  islands,  and  that  the  natives  take  no  care  of  the  seals.  Tiie 
contrary  of  this  is  true,  liules  i-onU\  hardly  be  made  any  more  stiinyent 
than  the  rules  laid  <lown  by  tlu  (iovernnieiit  and  ('oinpany  Otiiceis 
for  the  care  and  mana.ycment  of  the  seals,  and  no  i)eoplec(Mdd  be  more 
careful  in  obeying'  them  in  letter  and  spirit  than  what  (uirs  are. 

Tlu^  killinu'  of  females  is  a  crime  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  our  Church 
teaches  that  it  is  a  sin  to  kill  one,  and  (uir  |)eople  know  that  the  death 
ofiK'OW  seal  means  (Mie))up  less  lor  meat  in  years  to  come.  Never,  sinc(^ 
I  canu'.  here  in  ISO!),  have  1  known  (»f  a  cow  to  be  killed 
jwsuiunioniyhv  ^uh'ss  by  accidcut,  aud  I  thiidc  there  has  not  been  10 
cows  killed  out  of  every  .S.l^OOO  seals  killed  every  year 
from  187(^to  1S81). 

When  1  tirst  went  on  a  drive  I  reineinl)er  how  the  Chiefs  talked  to 

nte  about  beinji' careful  of  how  1  went  on  the  hauliuji'  {;rounds;  howl 

must  not  distmb  the  breedinu'  rookeries,  and  that  I  nnist  walk  as  slow 

as   I   could  when  drivinji',  and  stop  and  let  the  seals  rest  occasionally. 

1  believe  the  same  instructions  were  j;iveu  at  all  times  by  the  Chiefs 


I'liMlvoflmlls. 
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t<M>ur  people,  and  I  liiiidv  they  liaxc  In-eii  ;;ciieraliy  v«'ry  raitlitiilly 
olicycd.  Tlu'  I  Ml  lis  and  cows  Itein;;  on  tlie  Itrecdin.u'  rookeries  a  II  throii;;h 
tlune  and  .Inly,  while  tli«>  kiliin::  of  the  Itaclx-lors  tor  skins  is  takin;^' 
place,  there  is  no  reason  why  a  eow  should  hv  driven  oi'  killrd  in  the 
two  months  named,  and  it  is  a  very  rare  ease  to  sec  a  eow  on  iIr"  kill- 
ing' ^ronnds  at  this  time  and  sljll  rarei'  to  have  our  killed. 

Alter  the  killing'  season  is  ended  and  the  hieedin;;  season  is  over,  tlie 
<'ows  d(»  mix  up  with  the  i»aehelors  (»n  the  haalin;.;  j;roniHls,  and  they 
are  often  driven  when  we  make  a  drive  of  seals  to  kill  foi'  food,  and 
.sometimes  one  or  two  is  eiiihlted  liy  aecident.  With  this  exeeption 
tJH'rc^  are  no  eows  or  females  ever  killed  on  the  seal  islands. 

I  was  l''irst  Chief  from  isst  to  |S!H,  all  tliron;;h  Ivlie  years  of  the  de- 
crease and  etndroveisy,  and  it  has  lieen  my  duty  to  inspect  t  he  ro(»kerie.s 
and  seals  from  time  to  time  and  to  report  the  condition  of  lioth  to  the 
(iovernment  and  ( 'omi)any  A;^euts.  It  has  been  my  duty  to  t  lioronyhly 
inform  myself  of  the  innnher  of  male  seals — bachelors — on  each  rookery, 
and  to  select  the  <;rounds  to  he  <lriven  frcnn  every  killin;:  day  throujili- 
out  each  killinin  season,  and  I  Itelieve  1  never  allowed  the  seals  (o  i»e 
overdriven  or  the  drives  to  he  made  too  oftt'ii.  I  icmemher  seeinj;  an 
occasiomil  .sealinj;'  schooner  in  ilerin^'  S»'a  as  h)]\y;  ayo  as  IS7S,  hut 
it  was  in  iSSt  tliey  came  in  larj^e  nmnhers.  At  tirst  it  was  supposed 
thev  intended  to  raid  the  lookeries,  and  we  aimed  a 


l;:lhls 


number  ot  men  and  kept  ^iuard  e\  cry  ni^iit,  and  we 
drove  olf  any  boats  we  found  <'ondn<;'  to  a  rookery.  Sonu'times  in  a  dense 
fofi'  or  veiy  daik  ni^iht  they  landed  and  killed  a  few  hundicd  seals,  but 
the  nundjers  taken  in  this  mann«'r  arc  too  small  to  be  consideicd. 

About  IcSSt)  1  not  iced  that  the  lines  of  fornu>r  years  wen^  not  tilled 
with  cows,  and  every  succeeUiu};'  year  since  then  has 
shown  a  more  marked  decrease.  In  ISSDtlu'  bachelors 
were  so  few  (»n  the  hauliufj  <;iounds  that  the  standai'd 
weijiiit  of  skins  was  lowered  to  .'»  pounds,  and  humlreds 
wer<'  taken  at  only  1  jtounds  in  order  to  till  the  iiuota  of 

10(>,()(M>. 
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seals  de(!reased  on  the  rookeries  from  year  to  year  tli 

number  (»f  dead  ]uips  increased,  until  in  IS!M  the  rook 

cries  were  coveri'd  with  them.    From  ISSl  the  schooners    .  iiKrias.i  of  maii 

kci)t  on  increasinj-'.  until  in  ISIM   there  was  more  than 

one  hundred,     'i'liese  schooneis  care  very  little  about 

comiii.i'"  to  the  islands  to  take  seals  on  the  land,  for  they  only  hav«'  to  hover 

around  the  tishinu  baii!;s  from  oO  to  L'OO  miles  away  and 

take  all  the  seals  they  want,     it  is  to  these  baid<s  the 

eow  seals  j;()  t(»  feed  after  the  birth  of  their  youn^',  and 

it  is  here  they  nn'  shot  and  killed  and  the  ]>ups  arc  left  to  starve  and 

die  on  the  rookeries. 

Last  year  1  seen  thousands  of  such  pups,  and  1  saw  many  of  them 
o])ened,  and  in  all  eases  there  was  not  a  si.i>ii  of  food  in  tlu'lr  stomachs. 
1  never  seen  a  \ni]\  that  had  a  mother  liviiifj;  to  suckle  it  look  poor  oi- 
sick  or  starved;  nor  did  1  ever  set^  or  hear  of  a  sick  or  dis-ased  seal, 
altlioiijfh  1  have  eaten  the  Hesh  of  tlu^  lur-seal  all  my  life,  and  it  is  and 
has  ever  been  the  stai>le  meat  ration  of  our  jtcoide. 

kSeal  meat  is  cooked  at  tlie  C;)mpany  lemsc  every  day  while  seals  are 
to  be  had,  and  it  is  eaten  by  all  the  white  men  on  the  Island.  Men 
talk  of  epidemics  ani;in,i>-  seals  and  of  im[)ot(Mit  bulls 

No  »i(^kii»'.,Hx  or  (lis. 


on  the  rookerii^s,  but  those  who  have  sjieiit  a  lifetime 
«)U  the  Seal  Islands,  and  whose  busiuess  and  duty  it 
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liiis  bct'ii  to  jjiiiii'd  and  observe  tlit'in,  liavc  no  kiiowlcdiit'  of  tlio  oxi.-r- 
eiicr  ol'  citlicr.  An  imiiotcnt  bull  (hue  not  att('in|il  to  }io  on  ii  rookery, 
even  iiad  lie  a  desire  to  do  so.  l'L\ce])tinii' the  extremely  old  and  feeble, 
J  have  never  seen  a  bull  tliat  was  inii)otent. 

Tlie,  seals  come  to  the  islaiiiN  e\cry  year  tiom  the  southward,  thiou^ii 
t  lie  i>asses  of  the  Aleutian  Islands;  and  the  bulls  reaeli 
the  islands  late  in  Ajiiil  *)v  eari\  in  May,  and  they  con- 
tinue to  haul  out  till  -liiiie.  'I'liey  select  their  stations 
oil  the  rookeries,  and  I  believe  they  j^eiierally  id  urn  to  the  spot  they 
occupied  the  previous  year;  and  they  stay  there  till  Aujjiist  or  Sep- 
teinl»er  without  *bod  or  water,  and  without  much  rest 
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or  slefji.  'I'iie  cows  be,iiiii  to  haul  out  early  in  June 
and  they  continue  to  haul  out  till  about  tlu^  middle  of  July;  and  the 
]Ril)s  ar«'  bom  soon  alter  the  cows  land  on   the  rookeries.     When  the 

l>up  is  born  it  is  ullciiy   helpless  and   would  drown  if 

juit  iiiio  water.  "J'tiose  born  nearest  the  water  are  often 
drowned  in  the  surf  when  the  sea  i:  rou;xh  in  stormy  weather.     When 

the  pui>  is  a  lew  days  old  the       v  goes  into  the  sea  to 

feed,  and  as  the  pup  urows  oldei'  the  cow  will  stay 
lon.yer  and  longer,  until  soinelinies  she  will  be  away  for  a  week.  When 
the  cows  return  they  .yo  to  their  own  pups,  nor  will  a  cow  suckle  any 
pu])  but  her  own.     The  jjiips  w(!iild  suck  any  cow  that  would  let  them, 

for  tlie\'  do  not  seem  to  know  one  cow  from  another. 
Mvilir   '"■"'""'"  '"   At  7  or  S  weeks  old  the  ])ups  learn   to  swim  by  tirst 

jtaddlin.n'  in  the  shallow  water,  but  after  learninj;'  to 
swim  they  ajipear  to  iirelcr  to  stay  on  land  until  I  he  cohl  weather  drives 
them  otf  in  Xovember. 

Until   KS!ll  we  wei'c  allowed  to  kill  sexeral  thousand  pup  seals  for 
,  ,,  food  ill  >«'ovember  about   the  time  lliev  were  reach'  (o 

rillPH  lillll  (I  lor  Inilll.      1  il  I      1  1  At'  11  1     -11      'l       »  i        '    I 

leave  the  Island.  We  generally  killed  teiiortweho 
for  every  pel  s(Ui  on  the  Island,  and  when  we  killed  them  they  were 
alv  ays  found  to  be  full  of  milk. 

'I  lie  bachelors  coiiiiiieiice  to  haul  out   in  3ia\-,  and   they  haul  out  till 
,    .       ,.      ,  ,       late  in  Julv,  theoldeioiies  comiimearh  and  the  v<Hi!iuer 

/  .rivin  111  UiK'iiiliirs.  ■    -  ,    ,     ,  .  ,       P  i'  i       i"  mi      i     • 

ones  later;  audi  have  louiid  that  the  seals  killed  in 
^lay  and  eaiiy  .Iitne  were  fat  and  tliaL  llicir  stomachs  weie  full  of  focd. 
]  rincipally  codlish.  and  that  later  in  tlie  season  they  were  poor  and  had 
,,  ,        ,,  ,     nothiii"-   in  their  stomachs.     .My  <»pinion,  therefore,  is 

iiaM'  iiu'  i.si.iii.is  iiir  1  iiiit  none  but  tlie  motlier  seals  go  out  in  the  sea  to  eat 
'"'"'•  during  the  time  the  herds  are  on  the  islands,  and  this 

acctiiiiits  for  the  great  iiumber  of  c(iws  shot  by  the  sealing  schooners  in 
r.ei  iiig  Sea  during  -Iul>.  August,  and  Se]»teiiibi'r.  I  was  visiting  in  San 
Francisco  in  the  winter  of  is'.itl-'<»l.  anil  i  worked  iu  a  liir  store  during 

^  II      se\eial  months  of  my  stay  there,  and  1  was  called  on 

iii'iH''i'ir>i'm'j'riiiuib'i(>  to  handle  and  inspect  thousaiids  of  the  skins  taken  by 
tiiiisc  ciciiw.s.  schooners  in  llciing  Sea.  and  they  were  nearly  all  cow- 

seal  skins. 

I  kiiowdf  no  other  explanation  than  tiiis:  The  cows  are  shot  and 
killed  wIk'U  they  go  into  the  sea  to  feed  and  the  jniits  die  (ui  the  i(»ok- 
eries.  This.  1  think,  i^  the  true  solution  of  the  \e.\cd  (luestion,  •*  What 
has  become  of  the  seals.'"  When  the  season  ends  and  the  compact 
family  organization  breaks  ujt,  tlu' bulls  begin  to  leave 
the  islands,  going  away  slowly  through  September  and 
early  Octoitcr  before  llicy  are  all  gone. 

I'lie  bachelevs.  cow>.  and  ]mps  go  in  No\ember,  the  older  bachelors 
k'a\iiig  late  in  Oi'tober  and  tliepii[>siii  >'o\  ember.     Somutiuicsin  good, 
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mild  wcatlicr  bncliclnis  jirc   riniiid  iiiid  killed  lor  lixtd  hitc  in  .Jiniiiiiry. 

'I'lu'  iiiovonii'iits  of  tlif  si'iils  lire  fiovciiicd  (|uit('  coiisidciiibly  hy  tlio 
wcatlicr.  VVIit'ii  t  licy  dn  l»'ii\«' tlic  island  t  licy  uo  >•  Hitliward  and  |iass 
once  MKire  fliruuiili  tlu'  jtasscs  of  tlic  Aleutian  Islands  and  out  into  the 
North  raeilie  Ocean. 

11  is  usually  supposed  that  seals  are  like  wild  animals.  Tiiis  is  not 
so.  They  are  used  to  the  natives  ami  will  not  run  tar 
Irom  them.  'Die  littlepups  \ville(uue  to  theui,  ande\ en 
in  tile  tall  when  they  are  older  we  can  take  tliein  up  in  our  Ininds  and 
see  whether  tln-y  ar<'  males  or  leinales.  We  can  dri\c  the  seals  ;d»out 
in  little  or  laryo  hands  just  as  we  want  them  toji'o.  and  they  are  easy 
to  manaii'e.  We  protect  and  take  ^ood  care  of  the  seals,  and  it' they 
were  not  killed  in  the  sea  we  could  make  them  increase  upon  the 
islands  so  that  they  would  be  as  many  a-  ;  <  foic. 

Anion  Mklovkdofi". 

Huhscrihed    and  swoiii  to  hetore  me,  an  ollicer  eini)o\\»  red  to  admin- 


(1   Statutes   I'nited  States,  this 


ister  o, 11  lis  undei'  s<'ction    I'.hU,  lievised   Matutes 
loth  day  tdMuiU",  ls<)i',  St.  I'aul  Island,  Alaska. 

W>i.  11.   WiM.iAAlS. 

Trtmurfi  Aijrnt  in  vhanjc  of  tScal  J.shuul.s 


I>cj)i).s!ti(>ii  iif  ^hiH'on  Ml  Jorliliir,  initirr  A  I(IkIkii.  kii'I  i  mphnji' i>f  (In  Ir.sscca 

on   St.  I'anI   Lslantl. 
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3rANA(ii;:\ii;Ni' — i'i:i,A(iic  sdalinc^. 

<S7.  Pmil  TshnnJ,  rrihilol'  dnnii).  .Vi.aska,  I'.  S.  A..  .s-.s-.- 
Simeoii  Melovidov,  lieiiij^duly  sworn,  deposes  ;ind  says:  f  am  twenty- 
li\e    years    of  aye.    and    1    was   lioin    at    .Sjtka.    Alaska.     I    eanie    tu 
St.    I'aul  Island  in  ISIJT.  and  re.-ided  here  evi'r  since. 

1  ha\»' a  practical  knowlcdjic  of  ami  am  familiar  w '■  i       •■^i'"'' 

the  fur-seal  industry  ;;  it  is(arii(tl  on  on  St.  I'an  i  ^1.  lul.  I  liecame 
an  able  sealer  in  IST'.l,  aad  worked  at  it  ever  siiM »-.  i--x,.-.-}»t  m  the  win- 
ters, when  I  Wi'.s  at  school.  1  ha\e  driven  seal-  au4  sktnr<i-d  'hem  and 
prepared  the  ..aIus  for  shipment.  1  am  at  pr»-'t*'nt  iIh**  -.  ih,i,ii  (cache 
on  St.  I'aul  IslamI,  and  1  can  read  and  w  litc  l-;!»;;Ji  b  .sum'  .';,--  ian.  at- 
well  !'.;  the  Aleut  lanj.;uajie.  1  know  that  a.',  h;;:.  .n>  I  nm  ,i«n-«rini**»i'  tJH* 
drivinji' ol  seals  has  licen  the  most  i  aiefully  doiif  moi  U 
•  Ml  the  islaid.  and  all  the  dri\  cs  ha\e  liecn  d^  unr      •''•••- 

own  jieoplc.  urder  the  immediate  ordei>  ol  n  <  luiHls.     'f  hi»  ;W'in 

at  all  time.-  of  all  concerned  has  been  to  caie  lot   ,.     i 

1*1  1  1*1  *  1    •  If*.  *   •»'      fltls<-H  (iI'^imU 

.yiiard  the  seals,  and  to  do  e\ ci  vtliinj;'  |  c-  ilile  to  pi. 
ser\t'  and   i»erpetinite   seal    life.      N\'e    weie   always  i»u*tn«ctHl    b,s    tlie 
rhicfv  lo  drixc  slowly,  and  to  let  the  -eals  st<>j*  Jiisd  \*^  «*-.ensi(»n;»Wi3»'. 
and  if  a  cow  happened   to  join   the  drive,  we  liad  lo  al'Uiw  Twr  l»>  dioj) 
out  and  return  unmoicslcd  to  the  water. 

It  has  been  the  polie\  and   jiractice  of  the  lessees  to  d...  ever.Mhin;: 
that  could  be  (hme  to  shorten  the  h'ni;th  of  the  drives 

whenever  it  c(Mild  be  «!oiie  without  in,  jiii  iii.u' oi  disl  m  I.        "■'''"' '**"'"'"• 

iii.u'  the  the  bieediiiu  rookeries,  and  to  this  end  sjili  liousrs  liiwe  I.imii 
buill,  teams  ami  wa^diis  or  lioals  used  so  as  to  reduce  tim-  hiu}i*'»i 
drixc  on  St.  i'aul  Island  to  md  to  exceed 'J  miles.  Nevn  ^inee  l«7!t  Im^ 
a  seal  been  driven  on  this  island  to  e.\cei'tl  that  distance.  In  lil-'  iiihh^ 
JTiO— VOL  11 10 
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iici'  lilies  Imvo  hccii  iii;i<lc  iiml  i  i<:i<ll.\  riiloiccil  ili;it  iioliiiulinjx  jironiids 
sliall  hf  driven  IVdiu  .ifteiier  tlijiii  twice  in  ;iiiy  (iiie  \\('<'1<.  irnii  it  is  ;i  riive 
tliin,u'  to  drive  more  tlnin  -riiee  n  w (•»■]<  rioiii  tlie  sunie  pliiec . 

..         ...  Tlieic  IS  no  loiiiidatioii  in   fjuM  lor  (he  stories  told  of 

iiciiiiii  (if  lulls:  no  ftverdi  i\  iii,ii' oi  seals.     _Nor  is  tlieie  any  sliadow  or  lact 

'" ""  '"'"-  Ibillie  idle  statements  made  from  time  to  time  altoiit  a 

dearth  of  Imlls  on  tlie  rookeries  or  of  impotent  ItnUs, 

1  Iiavo  talked  to  the  old  men  of  our  |»eoi)le.  men   wlio  ean   remember 
back  over  fifty  vears.  and  not  one  ot'  liieiii  knows  of  a  time  when  there 
was  not  plenty  of  hulls,  and  more  than  enoiiiih  on  the  breeding;'  rook- 
eries, and  no  one  In-ic  e\ cr  heard  of  an  im])otent  liiiU. 
^■riHiThd^^^^  ''""''"'''■'    I'liti'  '>'*'  schooners  came  into  J]erinj>-  Sea  the  rookeries 
were  always  well  fiHed.  and  many  of  them  had  ^rowii 
^i,J'„",", I,'",','''' '"''"""   steadily  for  years,  until  it  was  no  uncommon  tiling-  for 
the  lessees  to  take  the  (luota  of  S5,(Ml(>  seals  on  St.  Paul 
Island  betw  cell  rluiie  1st  and -Inly  !;<•  of  each  year.     After  i.ss4.  when  the 
oriyina'  two  or  three  sealinj;' \t'ssels  had  <irown  to  be  a 
w  ell  or<>ani/.cd  fleet,  we  found  a  steady  decrease  of  seals 
on  all  the  rookeries  and  we  liaind  it  ditVicult  to  secure  the  (juota  <»f  skins, 
and  in  l^Si)  tlie  N-ssces  had  io  lower  the  standard  of  wciylit  low«'rtliaii 
e\er  before  in  the  history  of  the  Island.     And   as  the 
"'"'''■''"'  seals  deci'cased  we  found   the  rookeiies  eo\ered  with 

dea<l  |)nps.  which  in  isitj  lay  in  lieajts  iijion  theurctund :  and  when  they 
were  examiiie.d  l»y  the  physician  I  was  |iresent,  and  I  saw  them  cut  open 
and  their  stomachs  were  empty  and  not  a  sij^n  of  milk  in  tiiem. 
The  only  solutiim  of  the  prol)lem  is.  in  my  opinion,  that  the  cows  or 
mother  M'als  yo  into  t  he  sea  to  teed,  and  while  they  are 
Mdiiicr.H  Uiiir.i   :ii    there  they  ait' shot  ai:d  killed  by  iiela.uie   iniiiters,  and 
the  pn])s.  (Icpi  i\('(l  of  sustenance,  die  upon  the  rook- 
eries. 

I'lilil  1S<H  we  were  alhnvet.  .  escral  thousand  pup  .^^eahs  lor  I('(m1.  and 
I  hav(!  often  killed  tlu'in.  and  saw  others  killin;.''  them,  and  they  wer(! 
always  full  of  millc.  Tlie  pups  found  dead  upon  the  rooki'iies  are  al- 
ways po(U'  and  tiiiii  and  starved  and  enii)ty. 

It  liiis  been  said  that  cows  are  liarren  sometimes  be- 
cause of  tlw  dearth  of  bulls,  luit  such   is  not  the  case 
at  all.  for  the  only  cows  (ui  the  breeding;-  rookt'iies  in 
imnrs  i!""/™^^    ''    'Inly  or  Au-iist  without  pups  are  the  L>-year(>lds  (vir- 
gins), wliich  have  come  on  the  rookeiies  for  the  tirst 
time 

Tlie  yonn^ males  oi  liachelors  that    are  killed   for  skins  ar<'  found  to 

be  full  of  food  in  May  and  early  in  .liine.  but  their  st(/maelis  are  empty 

when  killed  in  July  or  later,     'i'his  show  s.  I  think,  that 

i.Mi'n!.i'.  i''t''r'M',',i  '"'"■    IK""'  fi«»  ">"  '•>  f''«'<l  ill  the  sea  excejit   the  cows  duriii.ii' 

the   time   they  are   nuisin<i-  tln-ir  yoniiff.      The    pups, 

Puim  iM.ipi.ss.  '^^'''•*"  '""  "•  '■='"  '".''  •''^^ '"'  '"'  '"''l'  theni.selves  in  any  way, 

ami   they  are  entirely  dependent  (Ui  the  cows  for'siist'e 
sniiMoMi    «i.r.  <i   ^"'V*'*'-     ''''i''.\  iiK'  •'  "'I'  '^  weeks   old    before   they    can 
«.'.'us"oi'.i"'^  "  ""  *'  «\vim.  and  were  they  put  iut(»tlie  waterwheii  bovli  they 
^v<•^Ild  perish,  for  they  are  not  then  amphibious, 
'i'he  lies, I  of  t!ie  fui  seal  has  beeiie.ilen  by  our  peoplecvci  sincctlieir 
liis?  settlin^i  here,  i  ml  if  eonstiliiles  the  chief  part  (»l  t ln'ivdaily  food, 
.No  iii-.„Hr,i  s.Mi:.    '"'  '  "  i^<'ii'«iire;;iilarly  by  every  while  m  in  on  the  Is- 
land: and  yet  no  one  here  has  ever  seen  or  heard  tell  of 
a  sjclv  or  di.seased  seal. 
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r  l)(;lii'\o  the  seals  coiiii!  to  tin-  islands  t'ldiii  flic  suiitli'.vai'd.  iiiid  wlicii 
tiicy  leave  in  Novein'ner  or   l)«'eeMil'ei'  tliex    ^o  sdutli- 
wai'd  tliioiiyii  tlie  jiiisses  of  tlie  Aleutian  Islands  and      •'"     """"-''    "'" 
into  tl.<'  raeilie  Ocean.     1  helicNc  the  linlls  do  n(»1  eat   ''''""■'• 
or  diink  dniiiii;  tlieii'  three  to  I'oiir  months*  so)(nirn  on       '.'I'H^  '•'•■»'  ""  ''i"'^- 
the  ishind   and    I  ];no\v  they  take  little  it  any  rest  or 
sloc'p. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  any  more  tronlile  to  manage  the  seal  herd  ;han 
it  is  to  iiiana;.:t'   >ome  of   tlie  Icids  of  <att!e   I   ha\(       Dininsiic  <ii:in.(  ur 
seen  in  ("alil'ornia.  ard  of  the  two  the  seals  seem  tome   "'"''i^ 
tamer  and  less  all  aid  ot  the  natives,  to  whom  they  aie  aeensto'ued. 

We  eonld  now,  as  we  always  did  in  the  past,  handle  the  yona.^-  pnjis 
in  the  fall.  We  ean  care  lor  and  protect  the  matiiie  seals  as  well  as 
the  cattle  on  the  ranut's  are  cared  tor  and  protected,  and  it  t  he;  conld 
be  i;narled  from  the  hunteis  in  the  sea  we  could  hy  |L',d(id  mana4<'nicnl 
a,u';iin  make  the  rookei  les  as  larj;e  as  iieforc. 

After  earefnl  inqiiiiy  amoiiji'  our  oldest    people  and  wci^hin^  iny  own 
exitericnce  and  olisei\at  ions.  I  tM'lieve  the  <le!'rease  of 
the  Alaskan  fur  seal  is  due  altoi^ether  to  pela;.^ic  hunt-    ,  ';,:!'^;n;':;!;i:^.;"''^' 
'wj;. 

SiMI'.dN   .Ml'J.iiVllXiV. 

Siibseriltcd  and  sworn  to  Itefore  me.  an  odicer  cmpowei'ed  to  admin 
jster  oaths,  under  serl  ion  \'Mi>,  lfe\  ised  Stalutesof  the  I'nited  States, 
this  l()tli  day  of  June,  IS'.d'.  at  St.  Paul  Island.  Alaska. 

Wm.  11.  \\  I  I.I,!  VIS. 
TnasHiji  Ai/nit  in  <lniv<jc  iSiat  I.slau'ls, 
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htp'JsiHiHi  i>l'J.   (\  fi'.lpittll.  (If/ri)f  0/7.  .s.vf'rx  nil   ,Sf.    I'liiil  Ishii'l. 
HAiai'S.   MAXA   ;i:MKNr,   and   lai.KS  of  I'l   i:  CskMIVWIKS.     iKI,A(jliJ  S!;AI.IN(i. 

[NY.  I'did  Jsldii'l.  f'rihllo/'  (iniKj). 

Ar.AsKA,   ir.  S.  A.,  xs:  | 

.1.  (!.  l{<'ili)ath,  lieiny  duly  sworn,  depi  ses  and  says:  I  am  an  Ameri- 
cim  elti/en,  a  iuiti\«'  of  Connecticut,  and  I  am  forlycifiht  (IS)  years 
of  ajic  At  present  I  am  a  resident  of  St.  Paul  Island.  Alaska.  i 
have  resided  on  the  Seal  Islands  of  St.  (Jeorj;e  and 
St.  Paul  sin<'e  my  lirsl  eoiuin.u  to  Alaska  in  I.s7,"i.  Mun.n.,.. 
My  present  occupation  is  that  of  local  a, yen t  on  St.  Paul  Island 
foi' the  present  lessees,  the  Noi'th  American  <  oiiimercial  Company,  i 
have  a  i)raetical  knowled,n'e  of  and  am  ihoroun'hly  con\ersant  with 
the  haliits  and  conditioirs  oi'  the  fur-seal  n^  it  exists  on  tin'  Priliilof 
Islands  of  St.  (KMryc  and  St.  Paul,  and  also  f>f'  the  methods  adopted 
and  practiced  i;i  the  takiii:;.;  ot'  the  skins,  aiul  ol'  t  he  sexcial  elVorls 
made  hy  llu'  Ibiiner  and  prcscut  le-;>e('s.  as  ;'\|(!'ilcnce  taU'Jit  tiiem.  to 
inciease  thehcid  and  !o  Itnihl  up  the  rookeiies  au*l  p»'i  petuate  seal 
life.  I  ha\c  had  a  personal  <'\perience  (»f  sevente«M'  seasons  ou  the 
killint;  }4'rouuds  in  dii'ferent  situations,  from  thu't  of  seal  cluhlier  to  fore- 
man, several  yeai's  ol  wliicii  I  have  li«*«-n  th**  resident  local  aueni. 
.My  iM>siti<»n  as  local  a^cnt  lia>-  h-tl  uie  to  make  a  caretui  study  of  th(5 
Red  (pu'stion,  and  it  is  m\  iluiy  to  report.  I'rom  time  (o  tiuw,  to  tho 
general  ay;ent  r)f  the  lessees  tiie  result  of  i«y  ol).-!tt;rvatious. 


11 K 


TK.SriMoNY 


A  11  i\  :i\  111'  liiills 


'I'll*'  A  las!-,  ill  I  t'lir  seal  is  a  iial  i\  c  ol  llic  I'l  iliil.;!'  i.siaiids.  ami,  unless  pre 

s.iiis  MIC  iiMii\..s  (ii    vciilcil,  will  icl  mil  t(»  I  liosc  islands  cn  ci  y  year  w  il  li  I  he. 

riii.iioi  InImikIh.  icv.iilaiityortlic  sea  si  n  is.    Ail  t  lie  iicniliaritics  nfiiatiiic 

Si  ills  III  Ml  II  III  iiii    I  liar  suitdiiikI  tin'  I'l  ihilct'  ( Iroiiporishinds,  sucli  as  low 

aiMU'X'cii  triiiiicrattirc,  toii.  liHsl.aiid  ))i'i|)('tiially<'lniid('d 

sky.  s<'('iii  to  indicate  tlieir  litiiess  and  adapt  .l;ility  as  a  lionie.  lor  tlic 

Alaskan  luiseal;  and  witli  ini  instinct  lioi'deiin,:^  (ii  reason  they  liave 

selected    these  lonely  and  haireii  islands  as  the  choicest  spots  of  eaith 

,,.,.,,.,      upon  which   to  asseinhle  and    dwell    together  diiriii"' 

SlilVIIM    I'lilllllll     I^-        .,         •  •  ,1        •         i  11  1        '  II  il 

liiiiiis  ,,ix  1 iiiM.         tiieir  SIX   iiionths   stay  on   lainl;     and    annually  they 

Jonniey  across   thousands  of  miles  of  ocean,  and  pass 

hundreds  of  islands,  without  pause  or  icst,  until  they  come  to  the  place 

(d' their  liirth.     And  it  is  a  well  estahlished   fact    that 

iii.iii  lip  niii.x  .111    ||i,;,ii  ii(»  other  land  in  the  world  do  the  Alaskan  fur  seal 

haul  out  ot  water. 

lOai  ly  in  May  the  bulls  approach  the  islands  and  alter  cautiously  and 

carefully  recoiinoiteriiii:  the  surroundings  haul  out  ami 

select    their   stations    on    the    rookeries,    where    they 

patiently  await  the  coniinji  of  the  cows.     When  they  first  appear  upon 

the  rookeries  the  hulls  are  fat  and  sleek  and  very  aji'^ressive,  hut  after  a 

stay  »d' from  three  to  four  months,  witlnait  food,  tliey  crawl  away  from 

the  rookeries  in  a  xcry  lean  condition.     In  my  opinion, 

iiiiiisiiiiniiii.saiii.'    fi,,.  iiiiii   seal  returns  to  the  siiot   he  occuiiied  the  pre- 

ce<lin,u' years,  and   '   know  ot  seNcral  instaiu'cs  where 

he  could   lie   (list in. uui shed  liy  the  loss  of  an  eye  or  a  Hipper,  in  which 

he  actuall.x  did  retrirn  for  a  series  of  years  to  the  same  s|)ot. 

The  mother  seals  or  cows  com  ;nei  ice  to  haul  out  a  hoi  it  .lime  lOtli.  and 

nearly  all  of  them  are  on  the  rookcricshyJiily  l.-)th.  and 

1  believe,  tliey  liriiijn' forth  their  youii.u'  almo.^t   iniiiicdi- 

ately  after   reachiiiu'   their  places  on   the  rookeries.     When  thepiiitis 

from    four  to   six  days  old,  the   motliei'   ydcs  into  the 

water  for  food  and,  as  time  ])asses,  her  stay    becomes 

FniiiiiiH  iiiiiins.       loiiii'er,  until  tiually  she  will  be  away  from  her  jaip  for 

several  days  at   a  time,   and   sometimes  for  a   whole 

iN'^\''i'um  isi'iiMis"''''    ^^''t'l^-      l>iiriii.n'  these  loii.yer  mijiiat ions  she  often  j;des 

L'OO  miles  trom  the  rookery,  and  I  have  been  informed 

by  men  who  wei'e  enjia^ed   in   the  Iratle  of  pela,i>ic  hiintiiiji'  that  they 

had  taken  '' mothers  in  milk"  at  ;i  distance  of  over  I'dO  miles  from  the 

Seal  Islands. 

No  cow  will  niirsi'  aii\  pup  but    her  ow  n.  and  1  have  ',;ften  watched 

the  pups  attempt  to  suck  cows,  but    they  were  always 

i-,mi,i.siMii-<iHiii.\    (ii-ivcii  oil":  and    this  fact  convinces  me'  that    tlie  ci'iw 

tlirir  IIWII  ]illli«.  . 

recomiizes    her  own    pu|)  and   that  the   pup  nu{'<.  not 
know  its  dam.      At  liiitli  and  for  several  weeks  after,  the  pup  is  utterly 
helpless  and  entirely  dependent  on   its  dam   for  suste- 


Airiv  .il  111'  riiw.- 


Illiili  III'  i.Mp.- 


Clips     lllllTJV     lli'lp 


nance;  and  shuiild  anxthiiiy'  prevent  her  ret  urn  diiriii; 


,.  .     ,,  ,    ,     this  period  It  dies  on  the,  rookt'iv.      I  his  has  been  deiii 

I)>itiL'liiiiiiiii":li'ii.  .ill  '  1       I  i       •    ■        .1  I-  1 

oiistrated  liey(Mi(i  a  doiiht  since  the  sealing  \essels 
lia\e  operated  hugely  in  lleriiij;'  Sea  diirini;'  the  months  of  July,  \\i- 
ii'iist,  and  Septeiiilier.  and  which,  killing  the  cow  s  at  the  feeding  ,u  rounds, 
left  the  pups  to  die  on  the  islands. 

At  about  live  weeks  old  the  juips  beniii  to  run  about  and  coii!.;reiiat<' 
ill  bunclies  or  ••  ptids;""  and  at  (I  to  S  weeks  old  tlicN  jio 

Clips      liMiliiii:;     III     .  I  1       II  ,  1  I         II       1  .  .•      '^ 

Kuiiii.  into  the  shallow   water  and  .uiadiially  learn  to  swim. 

They  aie  no(  amphibious  when  biuii,  nor  ciiu  they  swim  for  se\  eral 
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ll.iliils  III'  li.K'lii'liirs. 


\vccl<s  llioroMl'tn'.  mikI    were  Wwy  \\\]\    into  tlic  watfi" 

woiilil   pcii.sli  l.ryi.iid  a  (loiil)t,  a^  lias  l.t'cii  well  cstah     i,,"",'"  ^' "pi'ii"  "'^  ^it 

lislicd   l>y  liir  (liow  i!iii,u' ol'  imps  caiiulil  liy  tlir  siiil'  in 

sloriii.N  wcadicr.     Alter  Icarninu-  lo  swim  the  pups  still  draw  tlifir  sns 

ten  a  nee  from  flic  cows,  and  I  liavf  noticed  at  tlic  an  iinali^iiliiij;'  of  pups 

lor  food  ill  NoNciiihc"  tiiat  tlicir  stoiiiit-lis  were  ai\va\s  t'lill  oT  milk  and 

iiotliiii.u' else,  altlioii  ;li  the  cows  liad  lei't  tin    Island   some  days  ix't'ore. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  pups  ohlainin.u  sustenance 

of  any  Uind  except  that    furnished   liy  the  cow.>:  nor   „|,',|'|',',',"i',',''i'„,','ii'  '  "" 

have   I  ever  seen   aiiytliin.u   t)iit    iii'iU  in  a  dead   pup's 

stomach.     The  yniinji'  males,  from  '_'  to.'»  years  old.  whose  skins  ;ir<'  taken 

iiy  the  lessees  l»e,L;iii  to  haul  out   on   land   in  i\lay  and 

they   continue   to  haul   out    till   -Inly.     '1  iiey  herd    i>y    Arrival  hi  imiIhIi.ih 

themselves  diiriiifi"  the  imniths  of  ]\lay,  diuie,  and  .liil\ , 

and  they  do  this  l)ec;i;is(>.  during  the  hreedinji'  season. 

they  dare  not  approach  the  lirecdiiiu  rookeries  or  tlie  bulls  would  <le 

siroy  them.     Uein.u  tlius   deharred    from  a   ])ositioii   (ui    the   hreeiliii!,' 

rookeries  <u'  fioiii   iiitei  niinuliiiu  with  the  cow  s,  t  hey  herd   to.i;c(lieroii 

I  he  haiilinu-  .^rounds,  w  here  I  hey  arc  easily  approached 

and  surrounded  l»y  the  natives,  who  dri\('  tin'm  to  the    '""""- 

killiiii;  urounds  wilhouf  dislui  hiiii;'  the  hreedinn'  rookeries. 

Voun.u'  males  killed  in  May  and  June  when  examined  are  found  lobe 
ill  ]»rime  condition,  and  their  stomachs  are   filled   wiih 

lish — ])i  incipally  codfish — iai!  thos<'  killcij   latei' in  the      M:iir-<i: .1  i.:ivi.: 

season  are  found  to  be  poor  and  lean  anil  their  stomachs   MMmnw-lilr  hMMi.'''"" 
empty:  which  shows  that    the  males  rarely  leave  the 
islands  for  food  durin.u'  the  summer  moiiths. 

kStatute  law  lorbids  the  killing  of  the  female  seal,  and  nature  re^ii- 
hites  the  inaller  so  that  tlieie  is  no  daiiuer  of  their 
bciiiii'  driven  or  killed  diiriii,!.;'  t  he  regular  kiiliiii:  season,  ,||,^'|''|'J|;j!,'  "''"''''"" 
uliich  takes  place  ill  .lime  and  .Inly  when  ail  the  ••  kill- 
inii'  lor  skins"  is  done;  and  after  all  iii,\  experience  here  I  am  free  to 
say  that  a  small  fi'a<'tioii  of  one  percent  would  represent  all  the  females 
killed  on  the  islands  since  they  became  the  propertv  of  tlu!  I'liited 
Htates. 

The  compact  family  arranucment   so  tenaciously  adhcicd   to  diiiiini- 

the  breeding;  season   iiecomes  relaxed  in   An.i^iist.  and 

the  females  scatter,  and  a  few  of  them  mix  ui)  with  the    ,  i'"';!!;'^  i>i'.ii<l.«ii!\ 

1  III  ■  II-.       ''^  ■" '  I'l'iii. 

youii;U' males,  and  w  lien  the  natives  inalvc  a  <lii\('  tor 

food  it  ot'casioiiallv  liaiipcns  1  hat  a  female  will  a'-couipany  the  males. and 
sometimes  (Uie  or  two  ma>  be  accidentally  killiMl.  I  use 
the  worn  ••acci<leiitally"  ad\  isedly.  becaii>c  there  is  no  I'lmiiis  i,ss  v;,!,,. 
_<:ood  re,i~.on  why  the  nativi'sor  ilie  leasees  should  kill  '.!kV..s':l'ii''i'i,',m'i''  '"' 
a  feniah  seal  desi^iicdly.  as  the  ^kin  is  of  no  more  use 
or  \  aliie  (if  so  much),  nor  its  lle^h  as  yood  for  food,  as  is  thai  of  the 
male.  And.  excepting;  accidents,  il  is  a  .I'lci  that  no 
female  seals  ar«'.  or  ever  were,  killed  on  the  I'libilof 
Inlands  since  American  rules  and  1 1'.milalioiis  were  es- 
tablished there. 

'I'lie  ie^;iilar  killiiiii' season  for  skins  under  ihe  lease 
1st  and  ends  practically  on  'lie  last  of  .Inly;  and  dur 
inytliis  period    the   llrst  (dass    Alaskan   fur  seal  skiii> 


III    isl.l 


I.  lll,-llr>      Kilii'.j 


Ocl;|i|S  o 


II  .1 


line 


Killiiii;  sia-^iiii. 


are  taken.     The  seals  are  driven  fr(mi  t  he  haiiliii;^'  to  the  killiiij.;'  yidund- 

b\  expeiit  need  natives  under  the  orders  of  the  native 

Chiel.  Aiid  the  eonstaiii  aim  and  object  of  all  coiiceriiea      ''^''"'"''  "'  '^'""'"■ 
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is  to  oNoicisc   tlic   "iciitcst  care  ill  d living,  so  tlint  tlio 

(■■.m--X  si:il-<.  .         ,  »    1        •     •  1  I  I    ■ 

siiiiinals  iiiiiy  imt  Ix'  iiijiu'cd  or  iioiiscd  iii  any  iiiaiiiicr. 
As  I  Ik-   rcLiiihitioiis   liMjiiiic  tlif  Icsvccs  to   ,     v   tor  every  skin   t;ikeii 


As  the   reL;ii!;itioiis   ic<|iiii('  Mie  lesvces  ro   ,     v   lor  every  skill   tiiUeii 
iVoi!)  seals  killed  l»y  llieoi        -»  (' their  loi-al  a,i;'eiits.  and 
^^SriUs   lint    ov.i-    ;is  ilie  skill  of  ail  ovei'lieateii  >eal  is  \aliieless,  it  is  only 
reasoiialile  (o  suppose,  that  Ihey  would  he  {lie  last  men 
liviiiu:'  fo  eiie.piiia.m'  or  allow  I  heir  employes  tooverdri\  e  (U'  in  any  man- 
ner iiijiii  .■  I  he  seals.     I  know  that    the  onh'is  nix  en  to 
i>iisiii\c  (iiiiri-<  (ii    me.  lis  local  au'ciit,  weic  alwa\s  ol'  the   mo  .|    positive 
^.,;,i.s.  iiiid  ein]ihalic  kind  on  this  jiomt,  and  they  were  always 

olieyed  to  the  letter,  instead  (d'  overdiiv  ini;  or  iiej;- 
lectinii"  the  seals  the  lessees  have  endea\'ore(l  to  do  evi'iythinu'  in  their 
]n»wcr  to  sliorteii  the  distaiu-es  Itet  ween  the  ha n  in, u  and  killing;  ^ rounds, 
{)■  lietweeii  the  haiiliiifi'  !.iroiinds  anil  the  sail  house. 

IJet'oie  the  Alaska   Cot  iiKMcial   Company  leased  the  seal  islands  in 
1S7(>,  it  was  a  eommon  pra^diicto  drive  seals  from  Xoitli  ICast  Point  to 
the  X'illa.iic  on  St.  Taiil  Island,  a  dislaiice  of  lH  miles,  and  from  Zapad 
iiie  to  the   \'illa,ue  on  St.  (leorye  Island,  a  distance  of  ••  miles,  across  a 

\-i.i'v  I'Mimli  iiiiii   riii'ci'd    com:'!  rv. 


■■■^    ,--, ,-^      * -(-I 

verv  roii.uli  and  ruu^^cd  eoicitry 
I.' II. .ii'.'. 


.M;iri;i.r:iiiiil. 


I  iiii^eti   e(Mi;:i  r_\  , 

i'rom    Hall'\>av  jiniiit  and  frojii  Zapadnie  on  St.  I'anl 

Ishiiid,  seals  were  driven,  respectively,  o  and  <»  miles. 
..I-..  1^ ;..i  <i t^....i ^..'..^  ..4-  (1.,.    ;.,i i  . 


H 


,,,» ,,,...  ..  ,,,  , II  I  uere.      /vi  /^apao  nie.  i  lie  sMiiie  \  ear, 

a  killiiiu'  li round  was  made  within  a  mile  of  the  haulin.y' jiionnd,  and  the 

skins  taken  ihere  air  taken  td  the  N'il'aiic  salt  house  in  l)'>ats.  or,  when 

the  weather  is  iinl'axoralde,  hy  team  and  wau'on. 

.   ^  Since   ISTSiiicre  ha-^  not    been  a  drive  made  (Ui   Sf. 

Taiil    island    to  exceed  1*    miles.      At    Zapadnie,    Sr, 

(ieoij^c,  a  salt  liouss- was  huilt   alioiit  l^To,  and  the  (»  mile  drive  pro 

liiiiited,  and  a  t  rail  m  uh-  at  .i;i'e,it  e\|>«-:i-«^>  across  the  islaml,  over  w  hi(di 

tiie  skins  are  taken  on  pick  saddles  to  t^ie  Villa;;'e.    Since  1S7-1  no  seals 

li  i\('  hecii  driven  on  St.deoi'n'e  Island  To  <'\ceed  Ll.]  miles, 

Althoimh  the  seals  are  eoiniiarativelv  tame  alter  be- 
st mi  iiiiis.  .  .Ill,-  1         ,  •  1    1  ■       .^       i.  1 
iiil; ontlie  land  lor  a  shon  tiiiir,  and  do  not  ,n'et  scared 

so  easily  as  is  cominitiily  siippnseil,  i  lie  rules  and  re.uulations  of  the 
'i'reasiiiy  Dcpai  tnieiit  are  \'ciy  str  C(  on  the  question  of  ahsoliite  pro- 
tect ion  to  t  lie  seals  on  the  Islands,  a  ml  the  Treasury  Ayciits  have  always 
most  rigidly  enforced  them. 

It  is  unlaw  tiii  to  fire  a  ixuu  on  the  i  -lands  from  Ihr  time  the  first  seal 

,.    ,      .      ,,       ,   ajipears  in  the  .sininu  until  the  last  one  leaves  at  the 

end  ol  tiie  season  :  and  in  order  to  ]>roperly  eulorce  this 

law,  the  lireaiins  are  taken  from  the  natives  and  locked  iij)  in  the  (iov- 

eriiiiient  house,  in  care  of  the  Treasury  A.i;en(s. 

No  persdii  is  allowed  to  ^o  neikr  a  roidcery  unless  hy  special  order  af 
the  Treasury  Anient:  and,  when  drivini;  fiom  tin-  haul- 
tin  b''!'''''  ""  '"'''    inji' jiTounds  the  n;iti\(\saref.trhiddeii  to  smoke  or  make 
any  uniisiial  noise.  lU'  to  do  anythiiiji-  that  miulit  dis 
tiiihor  tii,;;hteii   the  s(>als.     All  diivinj^   is  d«*Me  when   the  weather  is 


i)i  i\  ii\<i 


ctidl  aii<l  moist,  and  when  !!»♦' condition  (d  the  w('ather 
demallds  it.  t  In  dri\  e.sarc  liuMie  fit  III*' cool  ot'  the  iuj;lit : 
and  in  no  case  are  seals  driven  at  a  Ifct^iier  ratr  wf  h^hmmI  tiiaii  uiioul 
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lialf  :i  mile  nri  lioiir.  Sd  cMi-t't'MlIy  is  tlio  driNiii.L',  done  tli;tf  it  han  Ikmmi 
Ibmid  lU'iM'ssnry  Id  <li\iil('  tli»>  ii;itiv<' diivci's  into  scscrnl  ••  Wiitchcs" 
wiiicli  rolicvc  ciirli  ollii'i'  on  I  Ik*  rond,  lic'iiiist".  tlir  jkicc  h;'ini;'  so  slow, 
tlir  men  jict  cold. 

I"'i'(»ni  IS".')  to  iss;{  ii  was  no  iincMnnioii  fliinji'  lor  tlic  Icssi'cs  to  takf 
tilt'  iinnual  <jUotii  of  KM  ».(>(►(►  skins  hct  ween  .Innc  Isl  and 
Jnly  LM),  and  yet  I  here  was  no  si^ii  of  any  drcn'asc,  hnt    isy'^'i',',  'issi'.'"'"  '""" 
ratlicr  an  t'vpiinsion  ol'  in(»st  ol'  tlic  ro(tk(  ric.s. 

I  do  not  pii'trnd  to  he  able  to  say  Imw  many  sc.ils  tinM'c  arc,  or  cvci' 
wciv,  on  tlio  looUcrics;  nor  do  I  hi'licNc  anybody  else  can  tell;  tor  the 
rookeries  arc  so  l)rokcn  and  tilled  with  rocks  it  is  impossible  to  esti- 
mate the  number  of  seals  upon  them  with  any  approach  to  accuracy. 
'J'hc  lines  of  expansion  and  contraction  are  plain  enough,  and  can  be 
seen  and  understood  by  the  whole  community. 

I'ntil  ISSl  sealinii  sclooners  wei<'  seen  but  very  seldom  lU'ar  the  is- 
lands or   in  Iicrinji'  Hi'a.and  the  few  scids  taken  by  the 
hunters  who  raided  tlie  rookeries  occasi  uially  are  too   j^^^"  i"'."'"";; '»i"i" 
jialtry  to   be  seri(»us' /   considered,  because  the  raiils 
were  so  few.  and  the,  facilities  for  takinji'  many  seals  off  so  utterly  in- 
si^iiiiticart.     In  ISSI  the  sealinj;' schooners  became  num- 
erous.    I  believe  there  were  about  thirty  in  the,  sea  that  ,.v'!l'';lr!^i'",','''.''i',r^i'''' 
yeai',  and  they  have  increased  very  rapidly  every  year 
.sinc<'.  nntil   now  they  are  said  to  be  al)oiit  one  hundred  and  twenty. 
^Vs  the  sciiooners  increased  the  seals  decreased,  ami  the 
lilies  of  contraction  on  the  ro(.keries  were  noticed  to   ,^'^^"'■'0!  mX^     '''" 
draw  nearer  and  nearer  t(»  the  beach,  and  the  killal»le 
seals  became  few<'r  in   numbers,  and  harder  to  find,     in  IcSSII  the  de- 
crease was  so  plain  that  the  nativ«'s  and  all  the  amMits      ,,    ,    ,  , 

.  '  ,  i       41      I  1  xi  '■  1-        Mark. cl  il.ciiMsc- 111 

on  the  islands  saw  it  and  were  startled  ;  and  theories  ol    i-so. 
all  sorts  were  advanced  in  an  attemiit  to  account  for  a 
cause. 

A  dearth  of  bulls  on  the,  breediiij;'  rookeries  was  a  i)et  theory  of  one 
or  two  transient  \isitors, but  itonlv  neecded  a  thoroiiiih      ,,,, 
investij;ation  ol    the  condition  ot  the  rookeries  to    coii- 
viiM-e  tile  most  skeptical  that  there  were  plenty  of  Itiills,  and  to  spare, 
and  that  hardly  a  eow  eould  be  found  on  the  rookeries  withoui  a   pu|> 
at  her  side. 

For  live  years  I  have  yiven  this  particular  sulijet-l   my  most  earnest 
attention,  and  every  .sueceediiu;'  ve.ir's  experience  has      ^.    ,      ,    .. ,   „ 
comiiiccd  me  that  there  is  not.  and  never  was,  a  dearth 
of  bulls.     The  theory  of  impoteiicy  of  the  yoiiiiy-  bulls  because  of  over 
driving  when  youiiin'  in  not  worth\  of  consideration  by 
any  sane  or  honest  man  who  has  excr  sceeii  a  bull  seal      Viiminimiisnoi  im- 
on  a  lu'ccdinu  rookery :  and  as  1  lia\ealread\  answered    '  "n.i'dVoiiIiIvIm;^;. 
the  (|uestion  of  over  driviiij;"  1  will  only  a<ld  here  that 
no  yoiiii;;'  bull  ever  ^oes  upon   a  breedin<;'  rookery  until  he  is  able  to 
ti^ht  his  \vay  in,  and  an  'ntipnlmt  iu'll  has  no  desire  to  lij;lil,  nor  could 


he  win  a  ]»nsition  on  the  rookery  were  he  to  attempt 
it.  The  man  is  not  alive  who  ever  sa  v  a  six  or  seven 
year  old  bull  seal  iini»oteiit, 


IJiills  six  yiMi's  iilil 

IH'N  rr  illllinlt-llt. 


(II  r|lll 


l<  llllr 


Another  theory,  e(pially  untrue,  was  that  an  epidemi<' had  .sei/.e(l 
the  liei'd;  bur  investimal ions  of  tlie  closi  I  kind  liave 
never  revcahMl  the  death,  on  the  islands,  ol  ;,  full  ;;rowii 
seal  from  unknown  <'aiises.  jjct  it  bi'  remembered  that  the  llesh  <»f 
lUe  .seal  is  the  staple  diet  of  (he   nalj\t's  iind   that  it  i.>  eab'ii  daily 


«1 


I  ; 
! 
1 


152 


TKSTIMONY 


, 


by  in(»st  of  tlio  wliilc  (Mii]»li»y<''s  iis  well :  iiiirl  ,\»'t  it  is  h'lic  (liiit  a  sijjn 
nl'  tiiiiit  or  (lisciisc  liiis  iicn ci'  hccii  IouikI  on  ii  sciil  ciir- 
(Mss  ill  tli(>  iiiciiioiy  ol' III. III.  It  was  not  iiiilil  so  iiiniiy 
tlioiisaiids  ol'  (Icail  pups  were  IoiiikI  upon  tiic  rookeries 


.V<|  sluil  111'  llisciisc 
DcMil  pups. 


lliat  tiie  i»rol»l.'iii  was  solved. 

Tlie  tiiitii  is  tliai  wiieii  tiie  cows  <X(}  out  to  tiie  feciliiii;'  <i'romi(ls  to 
feed  tliey  are  sliot  and  killed  by  tlie  jtelauir  linnter.  and  tlie  imps,  (b-- 
|»iiveil  of  siisteiiatiee,  die  upon  tlie  rookeries.  M\ce]»tiii;^'  a  i'ew  pii])S 
killed  by  the  surf  oeeasionally  if  has  hceii  dcMiioiist^rateil  thaf  all  the 
|»iil>s  found  deail  aic  poor  and  starved,  aad  when  exaniiiii'd  tlieii' 
stomachs  are  found  to  be  without  a  siyn  of  to  id  of  anv 
wi';h''ta'.i|mpM,''''''''  •^'»i'^-  I"  ^^-^^  ""'  i-oi»keries  on  Sf.  i»aul  Island  were 
co\-ered,  in  jtlares,  with  dead  pups,  all  of  which  had 
(^'ery  syini»toni  of  liavinjj  dieil  of  linnycr,  and  on  o|>eniii,u'  several  of 
them  the  stomachs  were  tbuiid  t;»  be  eaipty. 

The  resident    piiysician.  Dr.  Ackerly.  examined   iinniy  of  tliem   and 

found  in  cverv  instance  thaf  starvation  was  the  cause' 

IV. .11,  ,1,,..  t„  MM--   „f,i,..,ti,.     Th'e  lowest  estimates  made  at  the  time  pla<'- 

inji'tlie  number  of  dead  pa])s  on  tin- rookeries  at -o, 000 

is  too  lii.uli. 

It  has  been  said  that  man  can  do  not  Iiiii,i4'  to  facilitate  the  projia.^ation 
,  ,,  of  the  fur  seal.  Mv  e\pei'icnc(Mloes  not  suppirt  this. 
i„.  ivL;iihii.Mi,  niii.r  i  Ih'  reservation  ol  lemales  and  the  killiiindt  tiie  siir- 
wisr  iiir  iiiiiis  Kill  p],,j.  ||ij,i,>s.  so  that  each  bull  can  have  a  reasiuiable 
number  (»l  e(»\\s,  is  more  advantaj^c  to  the  jiiowth  ol 
the  rookeries  than  when  in  a  state  of  nature  bulls  killed  each  other  in 
their  efforts  to  secure  a  sinjile  cow. 

The  sanu'  care  can  be  and  is  exercised  in  the  liandlinj^'  and  mana<;'e- 

ineiit  of  the  seal  herd  as  is  hestoweil    l»y  a    rancliiuan 

iioiuisiic  iiaiiMv  ol  ,,.,,,11  iij^  bands  of  raiD^iuii'  stock,  and  is  productive  of 

Heals.  ,'  .^       r^  1  I 

like  results.     The  seals  have  become  so  accustomed  to 
the  natives  that  the  ])reseiice  of  the  latter  does  not  disturb  them.     The 
imps  are  easily  handled  Ity  the  natives,  and  foiinerly.  when  used  as  an 
art icle  of  food,  thousands  of  pups  were  actually  pi<'ked  up  and  exam 
ined,  in  accordance  with  (Joverninent  reipiirement.  to  axoid  the  killini;' 
of  a  female.     So  easily  are  the  seals  controlled  tliat,  when  a  diixcof 
"  bachelors"  is  made   to  the   killinj^'  jirounds,  a  .yiiard  of  two  or  three 
small  hoys  is  suflicient  to  keep  them   from  strayiii,i;'.  and  from  the  S'eu- 
eral  band  any  number  from  one  upwards  can  be  readily  cut  out,     It  is 
possible  in  tlie  future,  as  it  has  been  in  the  ])ast,  t'»  rcseive  iriinolested 
suitable  areas  to  serve  as   iireediiii;'  j;roiiiids;  to  set 
.iirS'.''.'"    -'"'""'^   aside  each  year  a  ])roi)e.v  niimher  of  yoiinii'  males  for 
sohU  i.r,  I  ,iiH-    Tut  ure  service  upon  the  ronkeries,  and  by  the  ai>|>liea- 
I'dsraVs''^  ■'•''' "  '  "    tioii  of  tin;  ordinary  stock-lireeiliiif;'  i)rincii»les  not  only 
to  perpetuate  but  to  rapidly  increase  the  seal  herd. 
To  one  who  has  spent  so  inany  years  ainonj;'  the  seals  as  I  have  and 
who  has  taken  so  much   interest    in  tlieiii,  it  does  appear  to  be  wioiij>" 
that   they  should  he  allowed  to  be  so   ruthlessly  ami 
indiscriminately  slauulitered  by  pelaiiii!  hunters,  who 
secure  only  alumf  one-foiiitli  of  all  they  kill.     There  is  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  unless  immediate  protection  be  jiivcii  to  the 
""    .Maskaii   fur-seal   the  si)ei;ies   will   l)e  practically  de- 
stroyed in  a  \'ery   few  years;  and   in  order  t(»  protect 
them  pelaii'ic  hunt  iiiu' iiiiist  he  absolutely  prohibited. 

N.  I». — The  tbrciioiiij;'  is  sulistantially  the  same  testimony  that  I  ,n'ave 
to  the  commissioners  who  \  isited  the  islands  in  IS'.ll. 

J.  ('.  IJl.Dl'ATlI. 
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Siiltscn'lx'fl  mimI  swuni  In  IxMori"  inc.  iiii  ulliccr  ciiipiiwcd  to  iidiiiiiiistfr 
(iiitlis  iiudcr  scclimi  Hl7t>.  IJcviscd  Stntiitcs  of  tlic  liiilnl  Stiitcs.  on 
this  tlic  ;5(1  (liiy  ol  -Iiinc,  IS!»l',  mI  St.  I*;inl  Islinid.  .M.isUii. 
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'J'icii.siiij/  Ai/riil  ill  Cliiirii.  iif  Slid  Ishdids. 
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II A  HITS.      MANAOE.MliNT. 

STATK   of    N'l'.IJMiiM'. 

iUtnutji  of  Oiuiiific  ss : 

(icoryc  II.  Tcniidc,  liaxinj;'  been  dniy  >;\vorn,  dci»oscs  and  says:  T  am 
."iLi  years  old ;  a  native  of  Vernioiit.  wliere  1  now  reside. 
I  was  bred  to  the  oe<-u|tation   of  fariniiiu.  ami  am  at        m-'H'Iic.. 
])i'esent  a  hardware  nn-rcinuii  in  my  nati\'e  town  of  K'andolph. 

l*'rom  issd  to  ISSi'  I  was  employed  by  the  Alaska  i'ommereial  < 'om 
l»anyat  St.  Paul  l>land,  Alaska,  as  assistant  a;;eut,  and  in  that  position 
lieeame  familial' with  the  work  of  liaiidlin,n\  drivinu',  and  lierdinu'  the 
killabie  seals,  and  with  the  habits  and  i>eeiiliarities  of  the  breediii<>; 
seals  on  the  ro((keries.  hot h  of  which  lia\ c.  in  the  main,  liecn  accurately 
and  intelligently  desciibi  d  l»y  II.  W.  IClIiott  in  his"|{eport  on  the  Seal 
Islands  of  Alaska."  published  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  Census 
( )l1ice,  iSSt.  I  think  he  miiiiit.  however,  ha \'e  made  his  dcscrijition  of 
the  animals  and  the  manner  of  ol>taiiiin.u'  their  skins  for  market  mor<^ 
intelliiiiide  to  the  «»rdinary  reader  by  followin^i'  more  closely  the  analoyy 
between  the  seals  and  I'arin  animals,  which  iii\ariably  strikes  t he  ob- 
scrvei'  who  is  familiar  with  the  reariny,  handliiiji,  and  slau,iiliteriny  of 
both. 

A  farmci  on  .i;'oiiiu  to  the  seal  islands  at  once  notices,  as  1  did.  that  t  he 
term  •■  seal  hunt  iii,ii,""  so  called,  conveys  no  idea  of  the 
business  of  takinj^'  seals  for  Iheir  skins  as  it  is  there 
cai'ried  on.  It  is  in  no  sense  ••  huntinji,"  the  work  ol 
briii;^iii,L;'  in  for  slan.uhter  from  their  accust:t!iicd  haunts  and  slaying 
such  nnmber  of  killal»Ie  seals  from  da\  to  day  as  will  serve  as  a  day's 
W(»rk  for  those  eii.;.;a,iicd  in  the  killiuii'  beiny  in  no  way  ditferent  from 
that  i»iirsued  by  tlie  farmer  in  (lri\iiiji  up  his  farm  herd  and  selecting' 
and  killiii.u  such  as  he  sees  tit;  the  only  dilfcrcnce  bciu^  t hat,  in  the 
case  of  the  seals,  the  pasture  in  which  they  feed  is  the  broad  ocean, out 
of  which  the  seal  farinc!'  can  not  drixc  them.  lie  must  wait  until  they 
coiiK'  on  slmre:  but  he  can  count  with  absolute  certainty  on  their  <'(un- 
iii,i:  within  his  reach  in  <\\\r  time,  provided.  (»nly  their  natural  enemies 
ojiposc  them,  and  they  arc  spared  while  at  sea  l)y  t  In-ir  human  enemies, 
who  may.  with  perfect  propriety,  be  termed  "seal  hunters." 

Thcanaloji'ycaiibefurther  prittilably  followed  bycomparin.^the  system 
usually  ))ursued  in  breedinji' (bnnestic  animals  with  the 
inetho'ds  adopted  bv  the  late  lessees  of  the  seal  lislieiies      A" 'j"^""-  i"  (■'m, 

111'  ;iiinniiU. 

ill  preserving' all  the  female  seals,  and  eiion.uli  males  for 
breeders,  and  also  in  their  manner  of  dri\  iny,  yaidiiig',  herdiiifi',  select- 
iiiji'  lor  slaiiu'hter  and  for  l)reediii<;'.  haiidlinii'  tlie  yoiiiiy,  and  j>'enei'ally 
ill  the  inaiiauciiK'iit  of  the  herd:  the  exception  in  this  respect  bciiij;' 
found  chiclly  in  the  fact  that  the  seals,  alter  t  hey  are  a  few  months  old, 
can  not  be  maiiipulated  with  tlie  hands,  bci-ause  of  their  prope.isily  to 
bite,  but  must  be  always  kept  at  arm's  leiiL;'tli  by  the  hcrdmaii's  scil 


lldllli  si  ir    cIlJIMilir 
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Jh'ponitlnn  <ij  Srili  .1/.  Waslilmni,  (t.ssistaiit  ai/cut  of  Ic.sticc.s  <(ii(l  teacher  on 

St.  I'H'il  hIdiHl'. 

:\lAN.\(ii;MK.\T — II A  HITS. 

Statk  ok  \'i:i:m(ini'. 

Coil II fi/  oj    \V inils(n\  Ns: 

I,  Sctli  M.  \Vaslil)mii.  depose  mid  on  oath   say:  Tliat  1  ain  lli  years 

.^    ^  ol' a.^c. and  reside  ill  Hetliel.  X'ei'ino'it.  v.liere  I  liavel)eeii 

a  niercliant  since  1S7S.     1  was  horn  in  Ifaiidolpli,  Ver- 

inoiit,  and  lived  tlieie  iiiilil  ISTk    1  was  a  ^ladnale  of  the  rttate  Normal 
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Scliuol  of  \'ci  iiKtiil.  Mild  ill  1^7  I  wax'iiiploycd  l>\  t  lie  .MiisK;i  ('oiiimcifiiil 
('oiiipiiiiy.  I  Ik-  111  If  lessees  (»t't  lie  .Mil  si:  a  seal  lislieries.  tn  ;^o  to  I  lie  i>laii(i 
(ifSt.  I'aiil  nl'  t  lie  i'riliiliir,i;iuiii».as  ,\s>islaiit  .\};eiil  aiitl  teaelier.  I  went, 
tliei'c  III  1.S7I  and  reiiiaiiie<l  t(iiitimioiisly  until  ISTT.  my  residene*' 
there  eoxciiiiii  ••"If  sealiiii;'  seasons.     .My  duties  as.\ssistanl  Anient  re- 

11 II  i  lull    II  w  til   f'l  mil  i'l  I'i  /i>   in  \'<i'l  I'  w  i  l  It    f  lii'  li;i  1  lit  <  nl'  I  Im>  si-m1<    f  Iii>   iii;i  ii  hit 


tliei'( 
<|ilil'< 
ol'  driviiiji'  tlieiii  ii 


, j^     .       ...      j^    o\   ii^i'ii.^t  *»ii      »t<iintT    fi>^*i'^>^ ■■^1(1111     ^m^t    iii<i«< 

<l II i red  iiie  to  raiiiiliai  i/e  iiiyseli'  wiili  the  lia'iits  ol'  the  seals,  the  iiia liner 

•  ''    '■■'■■■'■ •' '■■■(iiii  the  rookeries,  and  the   Ivillin^'   llieiii  and  preserN 

I..  .1..: «!.:  .  ii 1 1....    I .i..:i..  ..|, 


ol  driving'  them  iroiii  tlie  rooUeries,  and  the  iviiiin^'  lliem  and  |ireser\ 
in^' their  skins.  In  doiiis;' this  I  he  rookeries  were  under  my  daily  «»!» 
ser\iitioii.  Moreover.  iVoiii  the  isolated  eliaracter  of  the  life  on  St. 
I'aal  Island,  and  the  laet  thai  the  wlioh'  Inisiness  and  resoiiret's  (»r  the 
islanders  and  the  other  emphtyes  of  llie  lessees  were  based  on  the  .seal 
jiroduet.  the  liahils  and  |»eeuliarities  of  these  animals  was  the  priiiei- 
]>al  and  oNcrshadowinj;'  snhjeet  of  eonversation  and  ol»ser\alion  aiiioii^ 
1  lie  ill IimIhI iiiit  n. 


it  MM  Mie  increase  n  as  edii.-si  aiii .       i  ii  !.■>  i     Mi<n>    i  riiiii  my  ow  ii  eiii  eiiii  on- 
ser\ation  of  the  herds  and    rookeries,  and  I  estimate       ,  ,  ..  ,^., 

the  number  ol  seals  at  M.  Paul,  in  Ini  i,  at  •>  to  10  per 
cent,  at  least,  greater  than  the  first  season  I  was  there  (ISTt). 

The  number  of  nou-bre'diini'  males  of  suitable  a.u'e  and  body  Ibr  kill- 
iiiU'  was  in  each   \'ear  larii'elv  in  I'xeess  of  the  niimliei' 

•..1.1         'i    -II      1     1  '       .'i  1  1  1-1  I  li'iil.v  III  in;ili- 

l»ei'iiiit ted  to  ite  killed  by  the  lease,  and  was  plainly 
iai'^'e  enoii'^li  lo  replenish  indue  time  the  sti>;'k  of  breeding'  males  in 
siieh  numiiers  t  hat  the  entire  liei'd  was  enlarged  Irom  year  to  year  by 
a  uradiial  and  liealtli\-  increase.  Tln'se  facts  obserxcd  by  me  w«'i'(^ 
also  noted  by  the  natives  and  other  residents,  and  were  the  cause  of 
rejoicing'  and  coiij>ratnlatioii  ainon^'  tlieiii. 

After  I  learned  the  iMisiiiess  one  of  mv  duties  was  to  liave  cliari"'*!  of 


1) 


rivinj;. 


Sc:il>(  nut  iii.junil  liv 


one  of  the  ,uan,us  of  natives  einiasi'ed   in  drivinj:'  the 

seals  from  the  rookeries  to  the  killing'  jirounds  and 

there  slaujiliterinji'  them.     Such  seals  as  we  did  not  slau,n'liter  for  their 

skins  were  allow  I'd  to  return  at  will  to  the  rookeries  and 

were  in  noway  injured  by  such  di-ivinn' and  return;  on 

P'ettinsi'  back   to  the  i»lace  whence  they   started  they 

were,  after  a  short  rest,  as  pla,\  fill  ami  acti\  i'  as  ever.     The  seal  usually 

makes  one  rookery  his  home,  and  so  the  same  seal,  when  not  nj)  to  the, 

standard  for  killinii'.  is  driven  several  times  in  one  season  to  the  killiiij? 

jironnds  to  lind  his  way  back   to  the  rookery  when  those  siiitat>le  Ibr 

killin.ii-  lia\-e  been  dispatched.     They  iire  as  fresh    for  the  succeedin<jf 

journeys,  which  take  place  at  intervals  of  several  days. 

as  for  the   lirst  one.     The  methods  of  the  lessees  in 

killing' their  (piota  and  in  care  for  tlie  ])rescr\ation  of  the  jireat  body 

of  the  herd  were,  in  my  judnineiit,  as  Judicious  as  could  lie  taken. 

FiVery  member  of  the  (Mitire  sea  herd  of  the  island  (except  the  ii(>\v- 
born  imps  in  the  liisl  three  or  tbnr  weeks  of  their 
life)  had,  when  I  Vas  there,  and.  I  understand,  still 
has.  immediate  inoney  value;  and  the  entire  herd  is,  each  season,  as 
Avliolly  and  ci)m])letely  in  the  actual  power  and  ])ossessive  control  of 
the  employi's  of  (he  lessees  as  my  father's  cattle  on  his  farm  were  in 
niiue  when  I   was  u  boy  and  he  ^a\c  me  (diaryt!  of  them.     The  only 
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tiling  to  ])r(>v('iit  t1i(>  iiiiiiH'diiiti'  <-onv(>rsinn  <»t'  (lie  cntin^  licrd  into  mar 
kctalilc  skins,  and  so  into  casli,  was  the  limit  of  the  ratcli  im|His(>d  hy 
the.  t<>i'ms  of  lease,   unless,  that  limit   heiii;;  removed,  the  inhabitants 
were  possessed  of  foresijjht  au<l  pnblir  spirit  i-nonfjli  to  preserve  the 
herd  for  their  own  future  jirolit  or  the  future  public  ^ood. 
The  seal  has  many  traits  of  a  donu'stie  animal,  and  his  birtliplaee  is 

so  certain  a  honu'  for  him  that,  in  its  habitable  season, 
JiiT""""  '""""■  "'^  he<loes  not  uee<l  to  be  hunt<'«l.  but  can  be  found  there 

as  rejinlarly  as  a  farmer's  cattle  at  nijiht.  To  me  it 
seems  a  pity  to  wastefully  destroy  his  useful  race  wImmi  pasturiii};  in 
th(>  }i;viii\t  oi^eanic  international  common. 

Sr/ni  M.  WAsiiin  KN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  at  liethul,  Vt.,  this  l.'ith  day  of  .lun(%  A.  I). 
JSIL',  before  me, 
jL.  S.J  Guy  Wilson, 

Notary  Vablic. 
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T1:STI.M(3NY  RHLATI\(;  TO  ST.  GVmVAl  ISi.WD. 


I). 


Jh'posUion  of  (Irorffe  Ii'.  Adumn,  (igcnt  of  Ivhscvh  on  St.  (itonjr  hlanil, 

MANAGEMKNT   AM)   TELAtilC  SEALING. 

yTATi:  OF  <'ALlFOKMA, 

Citjf  atol  rointtii  <f  San  Franrisro,  ss: 

^\^'Ol•}io  II.  Adiinis,  liaviiiy;  bcni  duly  sworn,  jlcposos  ninl  sjiys:  I  »)>. 
)i  t'iti/.ni  ortlu^l'iiitiMlStiitos  iiiid  a  res:  lent  of  I'asoKo- 
blcs,  Cal..  wlicro  1  am  oiiiploycd  in  }««'iuM"al   5)usin«'ss.      KxiMri.n.i.. 
I  lirsl  went  fo  Alaska  in  tiic  l>ark  (ioUhn  date,  (Japtain 
Hcaniinon,   .hiiic    10,  1<S(m,    on  tlic  Aint'i'ican  Tel(>K'i'a;>li    Kxpcdition 
and    cxplorod   tlif!    country    about    IJciinj;    Sea   from   St.   Micliafis 
north  rt'turning;  in  Scptondu'r,  liS(l7.      In  the  .spriii;*"  of  IS(}S  I  roturui'd 
to  Ahisiva  soon  after  its  purcliase  by  tlie  rnite<l  '    atcs.     I  went  for  (he 
la t<' John  Parrott,  of  San  Francisco,  direct  to  tlu^  islands  of  St.  I'aul 
and  St.  (leor^^e.     We  wi're  the  first  part ie.s  who  went  to  those  islands 
after  the  pinchase,  ami  eon>nienced  takiuff  seals  about 
the   1st  of  .lulv.     We  and  other  parties  took  about  ,  r"*','.""' \;!. '^""■■«« 
(».».(>0(>  that  year  troin  St.  Cieor^-e  Island  alone.     We 
killed  no  fV'niales  except  by  accident,  for  the  reason  that  wo  tlnui^ht  at 
that  time  the  skins  of  females  wen*,  worthless. 

Xo  sealing:  was  done  at  the  I'ribilof  Islands  durinj;  the  seasons  of 
l.S(»i)  and  1.S70  except  for  food  for  the  natives,  the  (Jov-      ^.^^    ^ 
ernment  ha\iiiy:  declai'ed  thes(>  islands  a  reservation,   isiamiHii'iiHiiiV/imiibVu 
and  the  lessees  did  not  perfect  the  lease  in  time   to  ^'*^'''i'' '"''  '"•""'• 
conunenee  operations  that  year  (1870). 

From  tiu^  start  I  was  i'ujployed  by  the  Alaska  Cfunnu'rcial  Conipany 
and  remained  in  their  service  until  1S70,  in  charj^e  of 
the  companies'  business  on  St.  (Jeorge  Island.    In  1S71      Kxprrion.... 
we  to<»k  2r),0l(0  seals  on  that  island,  and  the  re^nilar  iMh,"Ii'!';;'iK7/"''''  "" 
(luota  each  vear  thereafter.     Durinif  the  season  of  1H7G  .  >','  <iiiti<  uit.v  in  ..i. 
1  was  III  ehartji^  ot  their  business  at  St.  I'aul  Island,   ihto  th. 
We  had  no  dilliciilty  duriii}*'  my  seven  years  residence 
at  tiie  island  in  obtaining'  the  full  cpiota;  nor  eouhl  I  discover  at  any 
time  any  diniiiintion  of  the  numb«'r  of  seals  annually  haulinj--  up  at  (he 
island.     When  ilie  period  arrived  for  their  cDiuiii^  to  land,  (he  shore 
literally  swarmed  with  seal  life.     It  was  the  unilbrm 
p(»licy  (»f  tlur  lessees  to  carefully  preserve  and  protect     i'..ii.'.\ on. sscs. 
for  breediiifi'  purposes  all  female  seals;  and,  as  their 
a;;<'nt,  I.  was  instrueted  to  exercise  all  possible  eare  and  caution  for 
the  preservation  of  the  female  when  driviii};"  or  killing. 
1  obs«'rved  a  perceptible  int-rease  annually  in  the  nuin-      imieamMir r.muies. 
ber  of  females  arriviiifj;  ut  the  island,  due,  in  my  jud}*- 
ment,  to  the  care  exercised  by  those  charjjed  with  their  custody.     I 
was  also  instructed  to  use  the  j^reatest  care  and  cau- 
tion in  driving  and  killing  the  bachelor  seals  in  order 
not  to  injure  those  not  wanted  fur  their  skins,  but  to 
drive  tUeui  back  fruiu  the  killing  grounds  into  the  seik 
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iVusli'     i)f     life     iiH 
IriiniccI  fViiiii  vi«srl«' 


FoiicliiiiK  in  Horiiig  Seji  had  not  bojjuii  in  tliosci  years,  anil  it  was  ii 
rare  thin;;  to  tinil  :i  dt'ad  pup  ahout  tiic  shon's  or  on 
'"  tht'  i<M)i\(Mi<'s.  I  liad  lVt'(pU'nt  occasion  after  thci  close 
of  the  breeding  season  to  vi.^it  nil  parts  of  the  ishind, 
an<l  there  was  no  ap|)caranee  ol"  ^^annt  or  stiirved  seals.  Occasionally 
a  dead  pn])  was  found  that  had  lieen  crushed  to  deatii  by  the  bulls  iu 
their  encounters  with  eiu-h  other. 

I  have  a;ways  taken  a  jureat  interest  in  the  sealing'  industry,  and  felt 
a  yieat  desire  to  have  them  protected  from  destriu'tion, 

pri*.'Jh-m''I.iinK!'''''  '"'^  ""*•  '  '^"y'  without  hesitation,  that  the  ^neat  decrease 
in  the  luunlier  now  annually  an  ivin^  at  the  seni  islands 
is  due  entirely  to  the  lullin;;  ol"  female  seals  by  i)eliiyic  hunters. 

It  has  been  my  custom  in  the  last  few  years  to  examine  the  h>^s  of 
sealing'  vessels  and  to  converse,  with  oHicersand  hunters 
of  sucli  vessels  in  orilcr  to  obtain  what  information  I 
could  as  to  the  methods  cmpl(»yed  by  hunters,  and  the 
Iciss  of  se;ds  occasione«l  in  such  put  suit.  From  tlu^ 
lo^s  I  learned  that  in  many  instances  one  hundred  lounds  of  ammu- 
nition had  been  tir(>d  to  each  skin  secured,  and  often  more;  and  on  an 
av»'ra;,'e  I  tbund  that  not  over  liv«' seals  to  the  hundred  shots  had  been 
obtained.  The  lo^s  further  showe<l  that  a  lar^e  number  had  been 
wounded  and  lost. 

I  also  ascertained  fr(»ni  the  loys,  and  fiom  conversation  with  masters 
of  siiiliu^'  schooners,  that  not  one;  scid  out  often  killed  orwounde<I  had 
bee;i  caught.  These  in(|niries  1  [mrsucd  at  San  Francisco  until  (piilt^ 
receidly. 

The  chief  killin;^'  by  ponchers  was  done  between  the  passes  of  Aleu- 
tiiin  Archip(>la;''o  and  the  I'ribilof  Islands. 

I  have  ".o  exact  information  as  to  tlui  proportion  of 
male  and  female  seals  killed  by  i)ela;i;ic  liniit«'rs,  but  it 
is  my  lirm  conviction,  from  my  knowledg'e  of  the  habits 
of  tin;  males  in  not  leavin.t>'  the  islai.ds  during'  the 
breeding  season  ami  the  well-known  fact  that  mother 
seals  go  great  distiinces  in  search  of  food  while  nursing 
their  young,  that  the  fenndes  are  slaughtereil  in  great  nund)ers  during 
their  Journeys  to  and  from  the  islands  by  pelagic  hunters. 

(iK(»K(!E  H.  Adams. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Gth  <lay  of  April,  18!>:i. 
[sea L.J  E.  A.  Stowell, 

Notnru  L'ublic. 


When'  iniist  ol'  Uill- 
liiK  I'.V  iMiiiilici!!  is 
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eni|iiirtiiiii  of  I'e- 
ir.alt'M  killiMl. 


iM'inalrs  Iccdiii^. 


Deposition  of  Harry  X.  CJarl:,  cmith)}fi'  of  icaitrcH  on  St.  fteorric  Island. 

manaciemeni',  iiaimts,  am)  im'.lauio  si'.ai.ing. 

State  ok  (!ai,iioi{nia, 

t'oiinti/  of  Tiliama.  ss: 

Harry  N.  Clark,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  siiys:     T  am 
.{2  years  old,  a  nut ive  of  Vermont,  and  now  a  resident 
ot  \  nni,  leliMina  <  oiinty  (  a!.,  and  by  occupation  tore- 
luitn  of  vineyard  cultivation  at  <iovernor  Mttinford's  \ina  b'unch. 

From  ISSi  to  l.SS<l.  iiwlusive.  I  was  in  the  employ  otthe  Alaska  Coiu- 
meri'ial  Company  of  San  Francisco,  on  St.  (ieoige  Island,  Alaska,  en- 
gaged thnaigh  4'ach  sealing  season  as"  lioss"<»f  a  gang  of  seal-hunters, 
and  ill  th(>  winter,  excepting  that  of  1»S,S(;  iiiid  liS{>7,  as  teacher  and 
6torekeei>er  on  that  island. 
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si/.rof  I'liitkri'ii  H  till- 
rinu' !«■'•. ii"!  ISHj. 

Sii  li.s('(|  urn  ( <!()• 


My  work  as  tlu'  li'uder  of  the  "sealiiif;  ;;aii«:"  ^avi*  mo  as  in'iftH't 
opiMutniiity  as  coiild  hv  liad  for  stiidyin;;  t\w  linbirs  and  ])e<'uliaritit's 
of  the  s«'al  and  d«'t«'rmiinny:  the  best  iii.iniier  of  caiiiiifj  fur  them. 

Tlie  condition  ofseiii  life  was  tlie  juinrijial  topie  ol  iliscussion  and 
thought  dnrinfr  the  summer  months,  and  tlie  oidy  «>ne  of  parti«'uh»r  in- 
terest. All  heeame  familiar  with  it.  and  watched  every  chanf^e  in  the 
Itrcedin}*'  grounds  or  nund)er  of  killablc  seals  as  carefully  as  a  farmer 
watches  the  increas«'  or  decrease  of  his  llocUs  and  he.uls. 

The  c()mpact  order  in  which  the  breediiij;  seals  arran.t-c  themselves 
upon  the  '"rookeries"  upon  their  arrival  in  the  spring,  i-ompletely  hll- 
ing  tlie  groumi  first  taken  before  spreading  over  adjoining  space,  en- 
ables one  to  see  at  a  ghun-e,  as  the  season  advances,  whether,  if  he  le 
mend)ers  the  land  marks  to  whi«'h  they  Hlled  out  in  foi  !ner  years,  tliey 
Inive  gniwn  more  or  less  numerous. 

I  did  m>t  notice  any  falling  oli"  in  the  size  of  the  "rookeries"  fntm 
the  land  marks  to  which  they  <ame  when  1  Hist  saw 
them  during  the  first  two  years  I  was  on  the  ishnul, 
and  all  agreed,  in  discussing  the  matter,  that  the  seals 
had  never  been  more  niiiiterous  than  they  then  were; 
but  in  the  following yt^ars,  and  particularly  in  IssSand 
1SS{),  no  other  opiiiicni  was  heard  than  that  the  ani- 
mals had  very  greatly  dimiiiish<'d.  and  in  this  opinion  I  fully  coincided. 

Dead  "pup"  seals.  wlii«'h  secnu'd  to  have  starved  to  death,  grew 
very  numerous  on  the  "lookeries"  these  latter  years; 
and  1  noticed  when  driving  the  "bachelor*'  seals  lor 
killing,  as  we  started  them  up  troiii  the  beach,  that  nmny  small  "pups,"' 
half  starved,  apparently  motherless,  had  wamlered  away  from  the 
bii'cding  grounds  and  bt'cannj  mixed  with  the  Uillable  seals.  The  na- 
tives calletl  my  attentitui  to  these  waifs,  saying  that  it  did  n<»t  use  to 
be  so,  an<l  that  the  mothers  wer»^  «lead;  otlieiwis<^  they  would  be  upon 
the  breeding  grounds. 

AVIiile  1  was  upon  the  island  the  seal  herd  was,  I  believe,  most  wisely 
managed,  so  far  as  we  wer«' alih'  to  control  tlu'in;  but 
we  <'ould  not  prevent  the  destruction  which  was  carried 
on  by  Victoria  and  San  I'rancisito  seal-hunters  from  vessels  and  boats 
beyond  our  rcai^li. 

I  never  n<»ticed  any  disproportion  of  the  .sexes  that  would  lead  me  to 
suspect  that  the  "bull"  seals  were  too  few.  ihu'  more 
than  an  occasional  barren  "e<»w." 

few  as  to  excite  no  n'lnark;  but  if  any  such  dispropor- 
tion did,  in  fact,  exist  in  l.SHS  and  |,SS!»  it  was  the  faiijt  of  those  who 
killed  them  at  sea.  becaus*'  it  in-ver  occurred  at  all  until  the  marine 
hunters  became  iiniiier(Mis  and  aggressive.  I  mention  this  matter  lu're 
Ix'cause,  since  I  lefl  the  islanil.  I  liave  heard  it  asserted  that  the  mis- 
management there  caused  the.  decr«'ase  of  seal  life.  The  management 
there  was  just  such  as  1  would  follow  if  all  the  seals  iielonged  to  me. 

The  driving  of  the  male  seals  to  the  killing  grounds  was  done  very 
carefully.     If  the  weather  was  warm  or  <lry  they  were 
allowed  frt'iuient  oi)p(M'tunitv  U^  rest.     I  am  sure  the 


Ocail  |iM|iM. 


These  latter  were  so   ,,^r„;';:i;-'::^r 


Diiviiif,'. 


driving  di<l  not  hurt  them  in  the  least. 

I  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  have  been  familiar  from  boyhood  with 
the  breeding  of  domestic  animals,  and  particularly  with  the  rt-aring 
and  manageiiient  of  young  animals;  heii(M>  a  comparison  of  the  young 
seals  with  the  young  of  our  coiiimo:i  domestic  s|)e(;ies  is  most  natural. 
Fnmi  my  experience  with  both  I  am  able  to  declare  positivi'ly  that  it 
is  easier  tu  manage  und  handle  young  seals  than  calves  ur  himbs. 
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liiU'tfo  iiniiiltors  oftlici  foniuT  >in^  custuinarily  ihivcii  up  in  the  (all  liy 

tliciiiitivt's,  to  kill  a  certain  niiinlxTtur  t'ooil,  uimI  all  coiiltl  he  "  roiiiKlcd 

iij)"  as  tli<*  prairie  cattle  ai'i>.  if  tlicrc  was  any  iicimI  for  (loin<;-  si».     All 

,.     , (Im'  herd  so  driven  are  lilted  up  one  l>v  one  and  exam- 

I  niHlliMilv  of  bi'iiii'l     •         ,  .  I        I   ■!       •        1.I  ■  '.  •  I  II 

iiiKiiiKi  HUM  kill);.         iiied  as  to  sex,   and  while  in  this  position  eaeh  eould 
b»'  branded  or  marked  if  neeessavy. 

If  the  seal  rookeries  were  my  personal  property  I  should  re;>'ard  tlu; 
task  of  Itraiidiii;;  all  the  yoiin^'  as  no  more  <lil1ieiilt  or  onerous  than  the 
branding  of  all  my  calves  if  1  were  (>ii^a<;e(l  in  breedin}>'  eattle,  ii|>on 
the  prairies. 

Tlit^  same  tbree  that  has  heretofore  been  en^a^ed  on  the  I'riliilof  Is- 
lands ill  killiu};' seals  in  the  summer  eould  easily  drive  up  ami  brand,  in 
u  few  days  in  the  fall  months,  all  the  ''pup''  seals  born  on  the  islands. 
Tlu'  youiijn-  seals  at  birth  are  very  helpless.  They 
eaii  m»t  swim  and  seem  to  have  no  desire  to  learn. 
Wher,  they  are  six  or  seven  weeks  old,  if  the  beaeh  on 
wliieli  they  lie  slopes  down  vt-ry  j,'radually  to  the  water  and  the  waves 
roll  in  on  it,  they  will  voluntarily  roinmeiice  to  paddh^  about  and  linally 
fi'et  atloat  without  i)artieular  ur.!iin<jf  from  the  older  seals,  but  if  the 
nx'ks  are  abrupt  at  the  water's  ed;j;e  the  old  ones  must  push  them  ovtT 
into  the  sea  or  seize  them  by  the  neck,  as  a  mother  eat  handles  her  kit- 
t(Mi,  and  drop  them  int(»  the  water  before  they  will  learn  to  swim.  In 
siu'Ii  eases  tlu^"  pups"  often  striifi^ie  to  yet  back  up«m  land. 
J>uiiiijif  my  stay  upon  St.  (Jeiuj^fe  Islaud  several  attempts  w«M'e  made 
by  poachers  to  i^ct  on  sIkuh*  and  steal  the  seal,  but 
tlu'y  succi'cdcd.  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  only  on  thre«' 
occasions,  and  in  all  thos<;  three  I  do  not  think  they 
killed  more  than  l,L'0(l  oi'  l,r)(K>  seals,  including;  pups.  If  any  others 
had  «'lfect«'<l  a  laudiii};'  \\v  should  have  known  it,  for  the  rookeries  were 
constantly  watched  and  the  natives  are  very  k«'eu  in  this  matter. 
Diiiinj^'  the  summer  months  fofjfs  envelop  the  seal  islands  or  cover 
(•iiiii:ii...  the  sea  a  short  distance  from  them  a  eiuisideiable  p  )r- 

tion  of  the  time. 
Sealing  vessels  are  enabled  thereby  to  carry  on  their  work  without 
i*r..iiiiiiii..ii  wiiiii     'l''<*'''tion  at  almost  any  point,  and  could  and  would,  I 
n  Miur  ainiiii  isiaiiiix  bcllevc,  ci'oss  ally  boundary  line  that  mi;nht  be  drawn 
about  the  islands  and  catch  seals  at  will  inside  of  it. 

I  <lo  not  think  sealing  can  be  permitted,  with  safety 
to  tlu'  rockeries,  in  any  i>art  of  the  sea.  If  the  sealers 
are  j;iveu  an  inch  they  will  take  an  ell  and  destroy  them. 

IlAHKV  N.  (LAUK. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  Hith  dav  of  .Afav,  A.  I).  18'.>2,  belbre  me. 
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Notary  I'ublU 


Jhpositinii  of  SaiHiicl  Falconer,  assislaiit  Trcasxry  of/rnt  in  cliat'tjr  «/«S/' 

(jion/c  Island. 
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IMMini.Ol'   ISLANDS. 

J)isTi{i(vr  or  CoLrMiuA, 

CHif  of  \Va>thin<jlon,  ss: 

Samuel  Falconer,  beiny-  duly  sworn,  deposes   and  says:    T  am  Cti 

KxiicTiimr  years  of  aj-e,  and  am  now  a  woo!  grower  by  occupation. 

^My  H'sidence  is    Falconer,    .McLean  County,  State  of 

North  Dakota.     In    1870,   in    the    month  of  October,   having  beeu 
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I'.xri'HH  of  IciIIh. 


Jt|»|»<»iiit«'<l  nssiMtmit  Treitsnry  ii^nit  lor  tin*  seal  isliiiul.^  in  Jirriiif» 
Sea,  I  proi-ceilrd  to  said  islands,  and  tVoni  that  time  until  August,  1H7<>, 
I  nMnaiiied  constantly  in  cliaifje  of  St,  (h'<»i'^(>  Islanil,  ex«T|»tin};dnrinjL,' 
the  winter  of  ISTI-'T.').  Kor  a  few  days  dm  in;;  eaeli  on«H»f  these  years 
I  visited  St.  I'anI  Island,  never  renniinin;;  there  for  any  len;rtl»of  time, 
however.  Kaeh  season  while  I  was  hieafed  at  the  islands  I  made  ii 
earefid  examination  of  the  breedin;;  yroni^ls  on  St.Heor^-e  Island,  not- 
in,«:  i»arti(ularly  the  areas  eov«'red  l»y  them.  The  result  of  my  obst'r- 
vations  was  that   there  was  marked  increase  in  these      ,  .     .      , 

areas  troin  IHi  1  to  1<S«(»,  and  necessarny  a  c«>rre-<i>ond  in.;  mmnHis  iiom 
ill};  increase  in  seal  life,  for  no  matter  whether  the  seals  ''*"'  '""" 
are  i'vw  or  many  in  number  they  always  crowd  to^^etlu'r  on  the  breed- 
iiifj  fiiouiids  as  closely  as  possible.  In  n«y  jnd;;iiient  this  increase  was 
fully  L'.')  per  cent.  One  fact  alone  prw\ed  conclusivt'ly  that  there  had 
bc«'n  a  considi'iable  im-rease,  for  in  ISTI  1  noticed  passaj^t's  left  by  tli« 
old  bulls  tlnounh  the  lireedinji'  {;rnuiids  for  the  bachelors  to  pass  to 
and  from  the  haulinji'  fjrounds  located  back  of  the  breedin^r  {^rounds. 
In  subsequent  years  these  passages  were  entirely  blocketl  up  by  the 
brecdt'is.  There  was  always  diirinj;  these  six  years  an 
excess  of  adult,  vijiorous  bulls,  Ibr  breeding;  purposes, 
and  lar^e  numbers  of  tlu'se  hauled  up  back  of  and  about  the  breeding 
;>'i<uinds  awaitin;;'  an  opixntuiiity  to  take  the  place  of  some  woundeil 
or  a^^cd  bull  unable  lonj^er  to  maintain  a  harem. 

In  187.'i  I  assisted  VvoL  Henry  W.  I'-lliott  in  inakinj;-  his  measure- 
ments and  estimates  of  the  number  of  seals  on  St. 
(Jeorj-e  Island.  We  set  u|)  stakes  at  some  distance  ..."."^"t.:!!""'""'  """ 
from  the  breedin}^'  rookt'iics  while  they  were  occtipied. 
Then  when  the  seals  were  ^i'oiie  we  sij-htcd  alon.u'  these  stakes  to  de- 
tcrmiiu;  the  back  lines  of  tlu^  rookeries  and  measured  the  areas  thus 
determined  with  a  tape  line,  nsinji'  our  iudj;iiient  by  observinjn'  tlie 
nature  of  the  }>'rouiid  to  dcteiiiiine  the  ciir\ainre  of  tliese  areas.  We 
then  calculated  from  our  observations  tlin-e  seals  t«)  a  square  yard,  a'.id 
multiplyinjr  the  yards  in  the  areas  measured  l»y  three  madeourestimate. 
I  think  the  measurements  were  made  as  aci-urately  as  could  Ite  done 
by  the  means  ami  instruments  4-mploycd:  however,  I  am  convinced 
that  no  estimate  of  any  kind,  no  matter  how  accuiately  tlu^  measiin^* 
inents  are  ina<le,  would  {iive  ev<'U  approximately  the  iiumlM'r  of  seals 
on  the  island,  for  tlu^  animals  are  constantly  in  motion,  coming  and 
jH'oiu}'',  ami  there  seems  to  be  almost  as  many  in  the  water  as  on  land. 
It  is  as  impossible  to  estimate  them  as  it  is  to  estimate  a  swarm  of  bees. 
Jbit  accurate  measurements  would  show  conclusively,  if  made  from 
year  to  year,  whethei-  or  not  tlic  seals  were  increasing'  or  «lecieasinjr. 

I  have  no  recollection  (»f  ev«'r  liavin;;'  s»'en  a  dead  pup  on  the  brecdiii^jf 
grounds,  but  I  have  seen  a  consideraldi'  number  of  silver 
Kray  pups— that  is.  those  that  have  learned  to  swim—  r„oU.' , il's!''  ''"'"*  "" 
which  had   been  killed  by  bein;;-  dashed   a;;ainst  th.e 
rocks  l)y  the  surf. 

While  I  WHS  on   the  island   I   became  familiar  with  the  nu'thods  of 
driviny;.and  handling'  the  bachelor  seals  pursued  by  the 
nativi's,  who  were  the  only  persons  who  ever  <lrove,  .i/itw"" ''"''  ""''■ 
handled,  or  killed  these  seals.     I  am  positive  the  nu'th- 
ods can  not  be  improved  upon,  ami  that  if  no  other  aKcui-.y  is  at  work  in 
destroying  seal  lile  KMMHM)  bachelor  seals  can  be  taken   ,. 

i*  41         II    M    -I     .■  I     1  I  I       >•  ■       I     !•      •!.  •       I        Mlllia^i'lllrlll. 

troni  the  rrdnlot  Islands  yearly  lor  an  indelinite  period, 

|)rovi«le<l  the  rookeries  wcn^  in  the  same  c<mdition  they  were  in  I.S7I. 

Of  this  I  am  convince*!  Irom  the  liiet  that  the  seals  coutiuued  to  iuereaso 
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(luring  all  tlit;  tiiiic  I  wtiH  upon  tlio  jhIiiikIs,  w|i<>ii  1(K),(I00  wcifl  killcMl 
t'V«^r.v  ycjir,  «'.\t'«'|»t  <»i;«',  wIm'Ii  !»."»,(MM>  \vci«<  takt'ii.  Tlni  lu-tM'tliiiK  itiok- 
oi'ies  \v<M't>  iM^vi'i- ilistiirlx'tt  ii.  aiiywiiy,  ami  most  Htiiii^tMit  rc^rnijii jons 
wi'ir.  t'litorct'd  to  proxt'iit  llioii'  Ih'IIij;  iiMth'sti'tl.  A  H'liiah'  st-al  wan  kcI- 
doiii  iliivon,  not  iiioir  than  two  a  stsiNtni  on  St.  ticor^c,  anil  I  Miink 
tlu'y  wow  in  all  t-sisos  harrrn  t'ows,  wliit'h  had,  li«M'an.'>«'!  of  tln-ii-  liarrun- 
iicss,  luinh'tl  up  with  tlit'  oachclors. 

Tin*  {^rrati^st  van*  was  always  takt-n  not  to  (ivt'ilHsit  Mn^  sisals  in  driv- 
ing; thcni,  and  wIkmi  a  s<>al  was  by  acfidtuit  sinotlicicd  tli«^  skin  was  rtt- 
ntovt'd  and  conntiMl  in  the  nnndicr  allowotl  to  lie  takt-n  Ity  the  lessees. 
Then^  were  not,  to  the  best  ol'  my  reetdleetix.n,  twenty-live.  s«'als  killed 
dnrin;;  any  tnie  season  on  St.  (Seoi-jfe  by  tiveitlrivin};. 

Whenever  the  sun  eanie  ont  while  a  "drive'' was  in  |>ro};ress  the 
drivin;?  at  oneo  eeascd,  so  ^ruat  was  the  eare  taken  not  tu  overheat  the 
seals. 

I  never  saw  or  heard  of  a  case  where  a  nnde  seal  was  seriously  in- 
jured by  drivinjf  or  redrivinjjj.  Certainly  the  repi-odnetive  powers  were 
never  in  the  slijjfhtest  ilejj^ree  impaire<l  by  these  nuMns.  When  we<'on- 
sitler  that  the  bulls,  while  battling;  on  the  mokeries  to  maintain  their 
positions,  eut  great  gashes  in  the  tiesli  of  their  necks  and  bodies,  are 
covered  with  gaping  wounds,  lose  great  tpiantities  of 
blood,  fast  on  the  islands  for  three  or  tour  nuinths,  and 
then  leave  the  islands  lean  and  covered  with  scars,  to  return  the  Ibl- 
lowing  season  fat,  healthy,  and  full  of  vigor,  to  go  through  again  the 
same  mutilation,  and  rejieating  this  year  after  y«'ar,  the  idea  tliat  driv- 
ing or  retlriving,  whichcnn  not  pttssibly  be  as  severe  as  their  exertions 
during  a  ctunbat,  can  attect  such  une(|ualed  vigtn-  and  virility,  is  utterly 
preposterous  and  ridiculous.  To  show  the  wonderful  vitality  of  the 
nuile  seal,  I  will  give  one  instance  winch  canui  under  my  «»wn  «»bserva- 
tion:  A  drive  of  alxmt  li^iWO  bachelors  luul  been  nnule,  and  att<'r  going 
a  short  distance  was  left  in  charge  of  a  boy;  by  his  negligence  tlu\y 
escaped  from  his  control,  and  the  wlnde  number  plunged  over  a  clitt", 
falling  00  feet  upon  broken  stomas  and  rocks  along  the  sleu'c.  Out  of 
the  whole  niunber  tmly  seven  were  killed,  the  remainder  taking  to  the 
water;  and  these  seven  met  death,  1  believe,  from  being  the  lirst  to  g«) 
over  and  the  others  falling  ujion  them  smotheretl  them. 

As  long  as  a  seal  is  not  overheated  in  <lriving  he  could  be  tiriven  any 
nundter  of  successive  tlays  without  in  any  way  impairing  or  aH'ecting 
in  the  slightest  degree  his  ])rocreativc  powers,  <»f  i-onrse  always  pro- 
vitled  the  imtives  use  the  same  methods  in  driving  that  they  always 
have  thme.  Seal  life  I  am  positive  was  never  attected  in  this  manner 
on  the  I'ribilof  Islands. 

During  the  time  I  was  on  St.  tJeorge  Island  there  never  was  a  raitl 
....        ,    .     on  the  rookeries  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  never  heanl 

No  riiKl  <>nr<Hikorn'».      „  ,  .  ,  •  ,         .         ^    V  i 

ot  any  such  rani  ev«'r  having  taken  phu-e. 
I  am  of  the  o))inion,  from  what  J   know  of  the  habits  and  nature 
-.  , ., ...  of  the  fur  seal  ami  what  I   have  learned  of  open-sea 

sealing,  that  the  Pribnot  seal  herd  should  be  pro- 
tected in  all  waters  which  they  frequent.  Otherwis*' it  is  only  ivnmtter 
of  a  v«'ry  short  time  before  they  will  be  e.xterndnatetl. 

During  the  six  years  1  was  on  the  islands  the  condition  of  the  natives 

was  wonderfully  improved.     When  I  came  there  they 

oftKiUvc^"'""''""  ^\'«*ro  partially  dressed  in  skins,  living  in  filthy,  >in- 

wholesonui  turf  huts,  which  were  heatetl  by  (ires  with 

blu(d)er  as  fuel;  they  were  ignorant  and  extremely  dirty.     When  I  left 

they  had  excliangeil  their  skin  garments  tor  well  made  warm  wuoleu 
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clonics;  tlicy  livfil  in  siihstiilit iiil  riiiliu*  Itmisrs  IksiImI  iiy  roiil  m(ovi*s; 
tlif.V  liiitl  Itccuiiit'  flciilily.  :tli<l  llir  rliiltlrni  wimc  attcliiliii;:  srliool  (>i;:iit 
iiHMillis  ill  till-  yi'iir.  'I'lify  wnc  tlirn  iis  wt-II  olVas  wril  I<m|o  workiijy;- 
iiini  in  tlir  I'nihMt  St:ih's,  iind  rt>ft'iv«-il  iiiiirli  lar/^iT  wa^cs.  No  niiiii 
was  cniiipcllnl  to  work,  Init  icifivcd  |iay  tlii'oii;>'li  Jiis  riiii>r  lor  t  lit;  work 
aiToiiiplislicd  hy  liitii.  A  native  i-oiilil  at  any  tiiiii'  leave  tli«>  islaiiils, 
hilt  tlieireasy  lite  and  love  tor  llieir  lionie  iltM.iineil  tliein.  Wlicii  I  liist 
went  tliere  the  women  did  a  <;'ood  siiare  of  iiiaiiiial  lahor,  hut  when  I 
raii.e  away  all  the  hard  work  was  done  hy  the  men.  I  do  not  re<-all  ii 
single  instanee  in  hisloiy  where  there  has  heeii  siieli  a  marked  eliatiji;e 
lor  the  hettt-r  hy  any  people  in  siieh  a  short  time  as  there  has  heen  in 
the  I'rihilot'  Islandei-s  sitiee  the  I'nited  States  ( iovernmeiit  look  eontrol 
ol'  these  islands.  It'  tlie  seals  lieeaiiie  exliiief,  I  eaii  not  eoiieeive  wlial 
these  natives  would  do  tor  a  livelihood:  tliey  know  no  other  oeeiipatioii 
save  seal  driving,  which  has  iieeii  pursued  hy  them  and  their  ancestors 
tor  a  ceiitiiry.  The  destriiction  of  the  seal  herd  would 
result  ill  removiii"  their  sole  means  of  siistcnaitee  and      iixiimii r  h.mI 

.■•I-  I  l-i  i  I  III  III!  illM     Ht:ll'\  lltiiill     iir 

in  their  item;;  plun;;cd  into  poverty,  ami  proltaiilc  re-    iiariiaiixm  toniutitot. 
turn  to  harharism.     The  only  way  to  keep  them  from 
starvation  would  he  to  remove  them  from  the  islands,  and  for  theCtov- 
eriimciit  to  support  tliciii. 

SAMI  i;i.    FAI,«'<tNKI{. 
Suhscrihed  and  sworn  to  hciiiu'e  me.  a  iiotarv  piihlic  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Coliiinhia,  V.  S.  \.,  this  liMli  day  of  Ainil.  IS!»l». 

SKVKiJ.<».\    \,    IJlJuWN. 


Deposition  nf  Samutl  Fulronrr,  Assistant  Tnnsnnj  Aijint  in  vhorffrofSt, 

(lionjv  Islumt. 

II A  l{  ITS. 

DlSTllUT   HI'   Col.t  MIUA, 

Vitif  of  Woslinif/ton,  ss: 

Samuel  {''alciuier,  heiiijn'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says;  r  am  01  years 
of    au'c,  and    am    now  a   wool^rowcr    hv   occiijtation. 

M  ■    I  •  I'       1  M       f  <1         '        .  ._<1       i  A-  r.\|l(IHIllT. 

My   resideiH'C  is   I'alconer.  AlcLeaii   <  oiinty,  State  ot 
North  Dakota.     In  I>St»S,  diiriii;;  the  m*>iitli  of  Octohei'  I  went  to  Sitka, 
l»einji'  located  there  as  deputy  «'ollcctor  of  customs,  in  which   position 
1  remained  until  Septemher,  IStit). 

I  then  was  employed  until  Se|»teinher,  1S7(>,  as  purser  on  hoaiiJ  the 
steamer  Cnnstantinr,  plyiiifj;  monthly  het  ween  Tort  Townsend  and  Sitka. 
In  ()ct(»her,  ISTh,  liavin;;  Ijeeii  a|)|)t)inted  assistant  Treasury  A yi'iit  for 
the  Seal  Islands,  I  proceeded  to  said  islands,  and  IVom  that  time  until 
An^iust,  1S7(I,  I  remained  constaiitiy  in  char;;e  of  St.  (leor;;*'  Island, 
excepting  diirinj;'  the  winter  of  ISTl-'T.").  l"'or  a  few  days  (hiriiiji'  eai'li 
one  of  these  yeais  I  visited  the  Island  of  St.  I'aiil,  never  reniaininj; 
tiiere  for  any  lenjith  of  time,  however.  It  was  necessary,  in  (uder  that 
I  iiii<;'lit  fulfill  the  duties  of  my  olhce  us  a^-iit  to  make  a  very  careful 
and  full  .'tudy  of  seal  life;  my  ohsiMvations  heiiiji',  of  course,  contined 
to  St.  (icorj^e  Island,  ami  I  therefore  examined  the  r(M»keries  and  their 
ocnipants  with  the  particular  piirii()se  of  acipiaiiitiiifi'  myself  with  the 
iiahils  and  peculiarities  of  the  Alaska  fur  seal,  iiiid  i  endeavored  to 
verify  all  my  oh;;ervatioiis  hy  particularly  interrogating  the  natives  on 
tlic  islands  as  to  each  douhtful  point. 
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riM>  I'lir-sisil  only  liiiiils  upon  the  I'liltiloC  (li-oiip  of  jsIiiimIs.     Ot'tlih 

tiM'f   I   am  tlioioiin|||y  ioii\  iiict'd   tVoiii  raift'nlly  )|ii<'S- 

tioiiiii^r  iiati\«'s  of  Aliiska  :iim|   IIm'  Alniliiin   Islands, 

and   also  truni   my  naslin;;  cxiM-iirnrc  as  |iuisri    on 

Itoai'd   tlio  CnMHtantini .     In  all  tlir  .\cars  I   pa>sr'd  in  tlifsc  localitirs  S 

iM'ViT  InMid  of  a  sral  landing  aiiv  w  licrr  f\rrpt  on  tin-  riihilof  Islands. 

Tin.-;  seal  herd   is  miKiatoiy,  leaving'  rlic  islands  in  the  tail  or  early 

winter  and  irtnrnin;:  a;;ain  tin'  loljowii-^  spiin^;  and 

MiKniiioii.  it  is  my  opinion  tliat  the  adnit   males  ealled  "ImiII  /' 

retnin  as  near  as  they  are  aide   to  the  same  plaee  on 

the  same  rookery  year  after  year.     In   lael  the  nali\es  pointed  <miI   to 

nu;  (Mn*  old  Inill  who  had  returned   to  the  sann*  roek   tor  tivn  years 

Hne<'essiv«'ly. 

Tho  r«'ason  the  seals  have  ehosen  these  islands  lor  their  honn*  i.s  li«- 

cause  the  I'riltilol'  (ironp  lies  in  a   lielt  ot  t'o^',  oeea- 

whv  hoiIh  .1 s,.   ^i,„„.,|  j,y  the  wat<'rsol' the  .\retie  (h-eaiM-omintj  down 

ti'om  the  north  and  the  warmer  waters  ot  the  I'aeitn^ 
tlowin};  north  and  nu'elin;;  at  about  this  point  in  lierin;;'  Sea.  it  is 
necessary  that  the  seals  should  have  a  misty  or  U^aay  atmosphere  of 
this  kiml  whih^  on  laml.  as  sunshine  has  a  very  injurious  etVect  upon 
them.  Then  too,  the  islamls  are  so  isolated  that  the  seal,  which  is  a 
very  timid  aninnd.  renmins  here  undistnrlied.  as  evei y  precaution  is 
taken  not  to  disturb  the  aninnds  while  they  an-  on  the  rookeries.  The 
mean  temperaturt^  of  the  islands  is  duiiii};  the  winter 
■''■'"''"■'"""■'■  about  IMP  r.,and  in  sumnu'r  about  l.'P.     I  know  of  no 

other  locality  which  )»os.sesses  these  pecidiarilies  of  UKHsture  ami  tem- 
peratUH'.  Tlie  j;roumls  occupied  by  the  seals  for  breeding;  put  poses  are 
alon};  the  coast,  extemlinji'  from  hijih-water  mark  Ic.ck  to  the  clitVs, 
which  abound  «)n  St.  (Jeorfje  Island.     The  youny  nnde.s  m  ••i»achelors." 


Iliiiilin;:  i;i iiil'< 


not  bein^  allowed  to  land  on  these  bicedinj:'  places,  lie 
back  of  and  around  these  breeding;  ^ronmls    n  areas 
<lesi;j:nated  "haulinj,'  Kiotnals." 

A  yoiin;;  seal  or  '"pup''  when  first  born  weijiihts  from  ti  to  Sponmis, 
is  ainm.st  black  in  color,  and  is  covered  with  a  short 
'*"''*'  hair,  which  chanjics  to  silver  ;:ray  haii- when  the  pup 

leains  to  swim. 

The  pliict^  of  birth  is  on  the  breedinjf  {^rounds,  which  takes  place  .soim 
after  the  female  lands,  jjenerally  within  two  days.  When  lirst  born  a 
|)np  <-an  not  swim,  and  does  m)t  learn  so  to  do  until  it  is  six  or  eiyht 
weeks  of  age.  It  i.s  tlu'refore  utterly  imito.ssible  for  a  pup  to  be  b()rn 
in  the  waterand  live.  I  have  noticed  that  when  a  pup 
i.iiiii   111!    ,,f  (],j^  .,„,!  j^  j,„f  i„  (ii,.  water  it   seemed  to  have  no 

idea  of  the  n.se  of  its  tlippers,  and  was  very  much  ter- 
A  pup  is  certi'iidy  for  the  lirst  six  or  eijiht  weeks  of  its  liii'  a 

land  animal,  ami  is  in  no  sense  amphibious.  During 
„,..^.i',?ii.'!.'.'.I' ''"'""""    this  peiiod  also  a  pup  moves  very  much  like  a  vonni-' 

kitten. usin<>-its  hind  tlippti's  as  feet.  A  mother  seal  will 
at  once  recognize  her  itii))  by  its  cry.  lioi»blingover  a  thoii.^and  bleating 
ItMjts  to  reach  her  own.  an<l  every  other  approaihing  her  .save  this  one. 
little  animal  she  will  drive  away.     From  this  fact  it  is  my  opinicm  that 

if  a  pup  lost  its  mother  l>v  anv  accid«'nt  it  would  cer- 
Ht!n'v!.H.m''"''' ""'■ "'    fi'ii'l.v  <•'«'  of  Starvation,  for  it  would  uot  be  allowe<l  to 

derive  nourishment  from  any  other  female.  A  jnip, 
howi'Ver,  seems  not  to  distinguish  its  mother  from  the  other  females 
abcait  it.  When  six  or  eight  weeks  of  age  the  oMer  .seals,  generally  tho 
mothers,  force  the  young  seals  into  the  water  and  tea<;li  tliem  to  swim. 
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I    liiivt'   MTU  :i    iiinllM-r   >c:il   v;\i\\    Imt   pup  out    ii   littlr   Wiiy   into  t)ir< 

Wiilci'   iiml    loirr   llic    llttif   iiliilliill   to  IIM*   its   tlippt'is. 

I''iii)ill\,  altri    icpciitnl   ti'iiilH,  till' pup  It'iii  mh  to  m»  ini, 

mill   riiiiii  lliitt  liiiifoii   spends  II  ^ood  ilcil  ol   t iiiii>  in   tli«*  vMitt-i  :  l>iil 

still    llir  ;:riMt(>i'  pill  t ion  1)1'  tlicst'  llrst    iiioiit  lis  of  its   lil'«>  an-  spciil  on 

liiml  sit'cpiii;;  aiitl  iiiiisiii;;. 

A  };<mmI  many  jiiips  ai'«-  Uillrij  at  this  prrioii  of  life  by  licini;  dasli<>il 
a;;ain>l  tlif  inrks  l)\  tlir  suit',  wliirli  is  paiticiilaiiy  violent  altoiit  tlit-sr 
ishiiHls. 

'i'lic  only  iiH-aiis  of  siistriiaiirc  tor  a  pup  wliilc  it  ri-iiiains  on  tin-  islainl 
is  iint'sin;;,  wliidi  it  cniitiiiUfs  till  it  takes  its  dcpartiiit' 
soiiietiiiie  III   rsoveiiilHT,  as  a  nili':  l»ut   iliirin;;  one  ex  '   ' 

ri>|)tiiiiially  warm  winter  some  seals  i'einaiiie<l  alioiit  tlii'  island  diirin;; 
tlic  wlioli'  winter.  Durin;;  this  tlrst  siimiiier  of  their  existenee.  after 
t  he  Itreediii;^  •;i  oiiiids  have  lieeii  lu'oUeii  up,  it  is  possilde  to  take  posses 
sioii  ol  evei',\  |Mip  on  the  islands  and  mark  them  sotlie,\  eotild  he  i (••(<" 
ni/.ed  ill  tlie  future.  I  am  of  tlu;  opinion  tiiat,  provided  the  weatln  i 
leiiiiiiiied  the  same  the  year  round  as  it  is  in  the  siiinmer,  that  the  seal 
held  would  stay  in  the  vicinity  of  the  I'riliilol  Islands  diiriii;;  tiie 
eiiliie  year,  for  the  seal  evidently  roiisidt'is  these  islands  its  .soh-  .  tiiie. 
The  eaiise  of  leaving;  is,  as  I  believe,  liie  approach  of 
cold  weather,  with  snow  am!  <ce.  and  perha|>s  a  lack  of 
fonil  siippi\.  On  leaving  .iw  island  the  pup  ;L;oes  southward  uilh  Itis 
molher  and  eoin|iMiiioiis  tlirou;^h  tin  Aleutian  passes  into  the  I'acitir 
Ocean.  W  liile  i  \\.is  aetin;;  as  piiisei  on  the  steiimer  I  nnstaiitiin'  I  ob- 
served during'  the  mouths  of  .lanuary.  IVbruaiy,  and  .March  numerous 
seals  ill  the  inland  waters  or  aloii;;-  the  coast  between  I'orl  Townsend 
and  Sitka.  Never  a  day  passed  but  oti  looking' over  tlu'  rail  se.il  eoiild 
be  seen  .slcepiii};  on  or  disport iii;;  in  the  waters.  One  day  in  the  bay  <il 
Sitka  I  saw  .s«*veral  hundietl  seals  asleep  in  the  water,  but  at  Ihe splash 
of  an  oar  they  immediately  disappear.  These  .seals  were  in  all  eases 
much  iiKue  timid  than  about  their  island  home,  where  they  evidently 
leali/c  they  are  practically  safe. 

IMiriniL:  .liiiie  and  the  tirst  part  of  .Inly  the  females  and  pups  ^o 
thronjih  the  Passes,  and,  t'literiii;;  Ueriiij;  Sea.  a;;aiii  seek  the  islands. 
J)iii'in;:  their  second  summer  the  yoiiiij;:  seals  herd  t4i;;ether.  the  females 
not  ;:<iiu^'  upon  the  bi'eedin<;  grounds.  .\<iaiii  in  the  fall  they  leave 
their  home  lUi  the  ap])i'oacli  of  cold  weather  and  make  the  second  ini- 
^•ratioii  south.  After  this  iiiiy;ratioii  the  females,  now  ''two  year  olds" 
ov  '•  virgin  cows,"  };ooii  t  hebreeiliu;.^  rookeries,  and  tlie  yoiiny  iiiah-s  on 
the  iiauliiij;  grounds.  'I'lie  tenia Ic  this  season  is  probably  fertili/ed.  Asa 
{i'eiieral  rulethe  im|)i'e;r|i:iti()ii  is  bythe  bull, to  whose  harem  she  belongs, 
and  not  by  tin*  youn;^  niale.s,  as  has  soiiu'times  been  stated.  These  youn^' 
males  always  luirsue  a  female  when  she  is  allowed  to  leave  the  iiarem 
and  ;i;o  in  the  water,  but  she  refuses  them.  J  am  posi- 
tive from  my  ob.st-rvatioiis  that  copulation  in  the  water  ,„2-i,it!!'''''''''*^^''"''' 
could  not  be  etVeclual,  and  would  be  a  most  unnatural 
occurren(;e. 

After  this  .seasiui  and  the  ini<>'ratioii  followinj'.  tliti  three  year-old  cow 
lauds  aj^aiu  on  the  breeding  rookery  and  gives  birth  to 
one  pup;  twoat  a  birth  is  as  rare  an  occiiriciicu  as  a 
eow  briii>4inji-  forth  twocalves,  and  during  my  entire  experience  I  never 
heard  of  this  happening  but  once.  The  cow  after  bringing  fortli  her 
young  remains  on  the  rookery  until  again  fertili/ed  by  tlu^  bull,  which 
is,  1  believe,  within  two  weeks.  .Vfter  the  fertili/.atioii  she  is  allowed 
lu  i^o  tu  ami  from  tiie  water  at  will,  in  search  uf  food,  which  nha  must 
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IIiiIIh. 


Ilaniiis. 


()l>tinit  so  slic  cjui  iiiirso  lu'v  puj*.     Slu'  jjf«,i  son  tlioso  foo«liii{i<'x<'nrRi«ms 

Konu'liiiuis,  I  iM'licvc.  40  or  iiinrc  iiiilcs  fVoiii  Mic  isliiiids,  und  asslieswiiim 

witli  j»i'«'i»(  rapidity,  covers  tlu^  <listaiic«'  in  a  sliort  timo.     Hlio  may  yo 

iiiiu'li  tartlicr,  lor  I  liavc  known  a  row  tol>o  ahsMit  Croin 

irnmLR  io.Min.K.      ^^^^^,  ^^^^^^  j.^^.  ^^^.^^  ^j.^^,^^  h'aving  It  witlioiit  iiourislinioiit 

for  this  ])<>ri()(l.  This  shows  how  tcnaiioiis  of  life  a  yoiinj;'  s«'al  is,  and 
liow  loiij;'  it  «'an  live  without  susti'nanco  of  any  sort.  Tlio  three-year-ohl 
mah'  lias  nioaiiwhiU'  landed  on  the  haulinj(  ftroiiiuls  and  is  now  of  tinj 
most  available,  nixv  to  kill  for  his  pelt. 

When  the  male  rei'.ehes  the  a;;e  of  seven  or  (uj^lit  years  he  seeks  the 
rookeries,  and  is  then  a1)le  to  maintain  his  position 
affiinst  his  fellows.  He  hascome  earlier  than  form<Mly 
to  the  islands,  havinj;-  arrived  in  May,  and  after  a  little  investi<;ation 
has  landed  upon  thehreedin^i-  jironnds,  givinjj- battle  to 
all  ^' ho  endeavor  to  nsurj)  his  place.  I  liavc  seen 
twenty  cows  or  more  about  a  bull,  but  of  <;ouise  the  e.\a<;t  number  in  a 
harem  is  a  matter  of  conjecture,  as  many  cows  are  absent  in  the  wiitiir 
at  all  times  after  the  season  has  fairly  comineni'cd.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
a  bull  can  i'asily  and  eflectively  serve  tifty  or  more  cows  in  a  season, 
and  1  thiidv  at  first  he  will  fertilize  six  to  eif^ht  a  day.  Fi'om  tlu'ir 
arrival  in  May  for  three  or  four  months  tlu'  bulls  remain  constantly 
upon  the  rookeries,  never  leaving  their  pr)sitions  and  never  eatinj^  or 
drinkiiij;',  and  sleej)infi'  very  little.  When  they  arj'ive  they  are  enor- 
mously fat,  weijiiiinj^'  from  oOO  t(»  700  ])ounds,  but  when  they  depait  in 
Au<fust  or  8ei»tember  they  are  very  lean  and  lank. 
The  principal  food  of  the  fur  seal  is  fish,  which  abound  in  all  i)artii 
of  IJeriii}'' Sea,  ex<;eptin  the  neif^hborhood  of  the  I'vibi- 
lof  Islands  duiing  the  season  the  seals  are  on  land.  I 
have  seen  a  fish  in  the  mouth  of  a  seal  in  the  water,  ami  have  also  seen 
fish  in  their  stomachs  when  cut  open.  It  is  my  belief  they  eat  some 
kelp  also 

The  above  facta  in  relation  to  the  habits  of  the  fur  seals  are  from  my 
own  observations,  which  have  in  all  cases  been  corroborated  i>y  the 
natives  ou  the  island  of  St.  Georj^e,  with  whom  I  had  many  c(Uiver- 
sations  in  relation  to  these  matters. 

Samuel  Falconeu. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nu',  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
Distri<:t  of  Columbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  lUth  day  of  April,  1.S02. 

Sevell(jn  a.  Brown. 


]'"lM»l . 


Dqwsitiou  of  Samuel  Fdlcoucr,  ossisfaut  Treasury  atjeiit  in  charge  of  St. 

ikorge  Island. 


PUiniLOr   ROOKERIES. 


District  of  Colfmbia, 

('it  11  of  Washington  ss: 

Sanniel  Falconer,  l)eiiiy- duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am  01  years 

of  afi'e  and  am  now  a  wool  j-rower  by  occu]>ation.     My 

]..x,.on........  i-(>si(h'nce  is  Falconer,  McLean  County,  State  of  North 

Dakota.  In  October,  ISTO,  haviniH'  been  appointed  assistant  Treas- 
ury afient  for  the  seal  islands  in  Herinj^'  Sea,  I  proc»>eded  to  said 
islamls  and  fnun  tliat  time  until  Au'.ust,  ]S7(»,  I  remained  (ion- 
8tantly  in  charye  of  St.  (jleorye.  Island,  excepting  during  tlic  winter  of 
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J.S7l-'7r».  VttY  a  few  days  duriiij;'  each  (tnc  of  tlioso  yrais  I  visited  tSt. 
Paul  Island,  never  rniiaiiiiii^'  IIkuc  lor  any  lenfitli  of  time,  however. 
ICaeli  season  while  I  was  located  (»n  the  ishinds  I  niiide  a  earefiil  ex- 
amination of  tin*  brej'dingffronnds  on  St.  (i<'orj;e  Ishind,  nofinj;'  jtartien- 
liuly  tiieaieas  covered  by  them;  and  I  udw  r«M'oIlect  the  condition  of 
said  riiokeries  and  the  approxinnite  area  which  each  of  them  covered  in 
the  vear  1S74.     1  hav«'  carefully  examined  tin*  lines      ,.    ..,     ,. 

1  ■         1         rni  II     ^i  1    •!    -i  •  111-  \  iTlllcllt  11)11        <i| 

<M'iiwn  hv Thomas  b.  Morj;an  on  eviiilnts  sifjiied  bv  him   .iiaiiM  luinii-   \,\ 
and  marked  Exhibits  II,  I,  J,  and  K;  that  the' lines   iSltl'li^rriu.^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
in  red  on  said  exhibits  jjractically  represent  the  ar<'as 
so  covered  in   ISTt;  but   I   think  that  in   some  instances,   hereafter 
stated,  Mr.  Morgan  has  been  i\  little  too  consei-vative  in  his  estimat<'s. 

On  Starry  Arteal  Rookery  (I'.xhibit  11)  the  line  shoidd  be  extende(l 
along  tlu'  shore  to  the  east«'rn  limit  of  the  jtond,  shown  on  said  ICxhibit, 
and  should  extend  nearly  as  far  again  up  tiie  hillside. 

On  North  Rookery  (Exhibit  .1)  the  line  does  not,  in  my  judgment, 
extend  as  far  back  from  the  shore  as  it  should,  as  there  had  been  a  great 
increase  since  1871  on  this  particular  rookery. 

I  would  furtlu'r  state  that  tlu-re  was  a  perceptible  in- 
cr«'as<'  in  all  these  areas  from  1.S71  to  1.S74. 

I  would  also  state  that  the  spa<*es  indicated  as  areas      ,.   .„     ,    ,    ... 
o\er  winch  seals  have  at  varH)US  times  hauled,  on  said   stani.y  itnuvn. 
I'^xhibits,  by  J.  Stanley  Brown  (as  1  iini  iidbrmed  and 
believe),  are,  to  tJie  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  correctly  desig- 
luited. 

Samiel  Falconkk. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notarv  i)ublic  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  IJ.  S.  A.,  this  L'Olh  day  of  April,  IS'.Hi. 
[L.  .S.J  Sevkllon  a.  Ukown. 


Di  position  of  Mux  ITiilhyouuc)\  ftecrcinry  of  ihc  Ahishi  Commcrciul  Voni- 

pani/. 

SEALSKIN    KECOHI)    OV    ST.    OEOK'OE     ISLAND,    ALASKA,    1871    TO    1880, 

INCLISIVE. 

Sliouiiiti  the  (latis,  the  rookcriin  from  )rhh-li  the  sivh  were  ihii-cii,  niid  the  numhi-r  killed 

from  each  dmrc. 
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Jiino    4.  Near  vookoiy  . 

fi.  NorthciiHl 

8.  N(^iir 

Jt.  S()iithvve«t 

18.  Starrio  Aitccl 

l."».  Southwest 

17.  Noiiherii 

20.  Southwest 

22.  NoitheaNt  .... 
2L  Starlit'  Ait(M'l 
2(i.  Southwest. 

27.  NortlieaHt 

28.  Starrii^  Arteel 
July    1.  Northeiii 

3  Southwest  ... 
5.  Starrie  Arteel 
8.  SoutbweHt  ... 
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.lulv   10.  Xortliern 1,700 

12.  Nortlicni 1,021 

M.  Southwest I'Jl 

l.'i.  Noitlierii l.OIW 

18.  Northern 1.2(11 

20.  Southwest 181 

21.  Noitheiii })4.-. 

2;t.  Soui!!\Vesi    512 

25.  Noitherii 7!t2 

27.  Noitheiii 1,0,54 

2S.  Soul h west 7:M) 

;iO.  Stnnie  Arteel 1,270 

:n.  Northern 8<J:{ 

Alter  Aujfust  1 2:^7 
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Jiino    1.  Fontliwpst 110     .lulv 

■..Near -(! 

X.  NOrlln'Jtst (!» 

10.  SdiitliWfHt I(i2 

11.  Shiiiy  Arlcc'l  aiiil  luar..  2'>G 

12.  Noiflioa.st (il  ' 

M.  Sciutliwost <W  ; 

Vt.  Ntiiriv  Allied  and  iiciir..  1^28  I 

17.  Nditllc.ist 105  I 

li(.  N'ortlieiii  imdsoiitiiwcsf .  773 

21.  XorthciiHf MO  j 

22.  Starry  Artcel  and  near..  1,0.")6 
21.  SoHtliwcst  and  nortliea.st  HHO  ! 
2.'>.  Starry  .Artecl  and  noar..  ^:!7  i 

27.  N<)rtlioa.st Si '5  i 

2S.  Starry  Artei-l  and  near..  I'liO  | 

20.  Sontllwcst f!l3  ' 

Jnly     1.  Northeast OSl 

2.  Starry  Artec]  and  near. .  XH5 

3.  Soutliwf.st 215 

4.  Nortlieast fi41 

n.  starry  Artcol  and  near..  574 


J  mo    1 .  \ear 

5.  Starric  Artcol 

().  Sontliwost 

!».  Starric  Artcid  and  oast . . 

10.  SoiltllWCHt 

12.  Noriliern 

13.  Simtli  ^^  est 

1(1.  Nortliorn 

17.  Southwest 

1!».  Northeast 

21.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

21.  Sonthwest 

23.  Nortlieast 

21 .  Sonthwest 

25.  Starrie  Artccl  and  near. 

2(i.  Nortlieast 

27.  Southwest 

20.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

30.  Sonthwest 

3(  I.  Northeast , 

July    2.  Starrie  .\rteel 

3.  Southwest 

4.  Northeast 

I'villed  for  food 

June    1.  Northern 

5.  Northern 

11.  Kast 

12.  Starrie  Arteel  and  nortli. 

1(.  Southwest 

It).  Kast 

IH.  Starrie  Arteel  and  nortli . 

2-'.  Northeast 

23.  Starric  Arteel  and  near. 

27.  Southwest 

20.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

July    1.  Northeast 


1873. 


198 
240 
285 
190 
275 
:!00 
521 
378 
174 
313 
5il(5 
S70 
ISO 
109 
195 
241 

:;oi 

403 
310 
11)8 
332 
504 
592 


1874. 


128 
5() 
81 

IK) 
154 
2.-)0 
170 
3,-.! 
178 
:!78 
575 

r;s(i 

800 


July 


a.  Southwest 571 

7.  NortheaKt IIH 

9.  St;iriy  .\rt(!el  and  near..  (i(»7 

10.  Northeast <;i() 

11.  Soutliwest 1,412 

12.  Near 482 

14.  Nortlieast 1,332 

15.  Starry  Arteel  anil  near..  1,  183 

17.  Nortlieast 770 

18.  Starry  Arteel  and  ni-ar..  575 
20.  NorUieast 400 

20.  Sonthwest 1,171 

21.  Starry  Arteel  and  near..  920 

23.  Northeast 703 

25.  Northeast 400 

25.  Starry  Arteel  and  near..  552 

27.  Soutliwest 227 

27.  Starry  Arteel  and  near..  2S5 

27.  Northeast 350 


July 


25,  000 


5.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  517 

8.  Southwest 71:! 

8.  Northeast   (!;() 

9.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  (liid 
11.  Northeast 971 

11.  Southwest (k)2 

12.  Starric  Arteel 474 

13.  Northeast H45 

13.  Southwest 337 

10.  Starric  Arteel  anil  near.  480 

17.  Northeast 1.007 

18.  Southwest 013 

20.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  1.359 

21.  Northeast I.SIO 

23.  Starrie  Arteel S89 

23.  Southwest 513 

24.  Northeast 1,710 

20.  Southwest (iOO 

26.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  5S8 

28.  Northeast  and  near 1.  .528 


8. 

9. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
18. 
19. 
22. 
24." 


25,000 


Northern 

Nortlieast 

Northern 

Near  and  novtheast. 
Near  and  northeast. 

Starrie  Arteel 

Southwest 

Northeast 

Northern 

Northern 


792 
041 

518 
2153 
534 
.5(8 
411 
H71 
778 
()«8 

10,000 


I 


i 


BEI-ATINO    TO    ST.    GEORGE   ISLAND. 


1G9 


isrrs. 


Killed  for  f<i<nl 


.2'<2     ,Iiiii<'28.  NortlioiiRt 


Juno   1.  Stanie  Artet'l  and  iit-ar.  5(» 

0.  Stiirrie  AvUm-I  and  nt-ar.  2n<! 

II.  Nortlu-aHt 177 

U.  Stairic  Aiti'fl  and  near.  S07 

It).  NortlieaHt 358 

IH.  Staiiie  Artecl  and  near.  3I{4 

l!l.  Sonthwest 1.L'04 

•S.i.  Northeast (i66 

24.  Starrie  Arteol  and  near.  540 


;M».  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

.Inly    5.  N(irtli(?aKt 

7.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

12.  Nortlieaht 

14.  N'ortliern 

17.  Northern 


(102 
1,412 

717 
l.Ol'J 
1,('7:} 

«J7t) 

177 

10,000 


1«70. 


.JunA 


1. 

S. 
12. 
12. 
1."). 


Killed   for    food   dnrinj 

fall  and  winter 

Northern 

Starrie  Arteel 

Northeast 

Sonthwe.st 

Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 
Northeast 


307 

108 
372 
3.S8 
5l»!) 
784 
.-)81 


I  .June  24.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  2,007 

27.   Ni.rtheast 1,  ItW 

2K.   Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  1,023 

.Inly     3.  Northeast 1,259 

G.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  1,027 

7.  Northeast 317 


10,  000 


i8r7. 


June 


1. 
11. 
1.3. 
14. 
18. 

20. 
22. 


Killed  for  food  in  fall  and 
winter  

Northeast 

Starrie  Arteel 

Norllieast 

Sonthwest 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

Northeast 

Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 


2.-f) 
1118 
702 
578 
l,38y 

1,  1,54 
838 
871 


June  23.  Northeast 5.52 

2().  Starrio  Arteel 1,800 

2!t.  Northeast 

July    3.  Stanie  Arteel  and  near 

0.  Noitheast , 

0.  Nort  hern , 

I  10.  Northeast 


1 

.5851 

1 

tiCO 

•> 

lti4 

:;i)() 

8)S0 

15,tX)0 


1H7S. 


m 


^ 


Killed  for  food  in  fall  and 

winter 

June  It).  Northeast 

II.  Southwest...    1, 

17.  Starrie  Arteol  and  uorlh- 

ern 

19.  .Southwest 

22.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 
25.  Northeast 

27.  Sonthwe.st 

28.  Southwest 

July    1.  Northeast 

Killed  for  food  in  fall  and 

winter 

June    3.  Near 

10.  Northeast 

11.  Southwest 

12.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

13.  Scuithwest 

16.  Northeast 

17.  Southwest 

19.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 

ern   

20.  Southwest 

20.  Northeast 

23.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

23.  Southwest 

25.  Northeast 


July    2. 


•105 

4. 

385 

8. 

071 

tt. 
12. 

858 

13. 

717 

1.5. 

.570 

17. 

:l'i 

lit. 

,S51 

21. 

.":17 

till 

1(=(70. 

Juno 

25. 

Hll 
(III 

27. 
27 

1 15 

3t). 

lie, 

July 

3. 

113 

3. 

372 

4. 

4-15 

5. 

4 ',18 

7. 
9. 

755 

14. 

i:-;(i 

15. 

473 

16. 

574 

;•> 

Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  930 

Southwest 1,  1.33 

Northeast 793 

Starrie  Arteel I,  3.13 

Southwest 3:;8 

.'Southwest 1,025 

Northeast 1.N92 

Northern 1,1;'.I0 

Starrie  Arteel 1.  577 

Northeast 1.  114 


18,0(t0 


Southwest 522 

Sonthwest 28tJ 

Starrie  Arteel 1,  17(i 

Niutlna.st I,.5H4 

Starrie  Arteel 1,412 

Southwe.st 849 

Southwest 351 

Northeast 53.5 

Northern  1,738 

Starrie  Arteel 1.261 

Northeast 1,636 

Northern 863 

Southwest S()t» 

20,  m> 


1; 


fl 


170 


TERTIMONV 


IHHC). 


.IlllD' 

.hilv 


Killnl  for  food  ill  nilliiiMl 

winter 1.  Ifi!) 

Jiiiio    :!.  North 81 

H.  NoiilicMHt :vxi 

11.  Stiirric  Artci'j r>(i2 

11.  Norflicast  liiM 

15.  Sontliwo.st 7111 

17.  Stanii- Arlm;]   'trtl 

17.  /ajiiuluio 'J'fi 

1!».  Za|i:i<liiie 2'2'A 

lit.  NortlicaMt, rm 

LM.  Starrio  Aili'il  anil  iii-ar.  1,182 

21.  iSoiitliwcst 618 

r^.  iN'oiMu'asl 811 

Irt.Sl 

KIIIimI  forfooil  in  fall  anil 

wintfi- <5I0 

June    !>.  N'orllurn (ill 

i:{.  Ni.ithcin !tUi 

l.">.  Si'iitliwcHt I!»4 

1(1.  Stanii!  Aitct'l (!) 

20.  Slaiiiii  Aiti'ol 115 

21.  Niirtlioa.st 57") 

21.  Soiitliwcst -M7 

2:J.  .Siiutlnvi'fst 227 

28.  Si arri.)  Artec] 288 

21.  NiirtlieaHt 553 

27.  Stariii!  Arfeil 814 

28.  Ni.rtlu'ast, 711 

28.  .Southwest 'AT.i 

30.  Southwcut 321 

1SS3 

Killcil  for  fooil  in  fall  anil  winter.  531     July    3 

June    (!.  Nortliern 20 

12.  Starrii^  Artfclanil  iiortli-  1 

east 508 

10.  iStarrie  Artecl  anil  north- 
east   887 

19.  Starrie  Artocl  ami  nortli- 

euHt !t20 

22.  Starrie  Arteel  anil  north- 

east   817 

21.  Starrie  Arteol  anil  north- 
east   1,1!)2 

20.  Starrie  Arteel  anil  north- 

east   1,010 

2!(.  Starrie  Arteel  anil  nortJi- 

east 1,273 

July     1.  Starrie  Arteel  anil  iiortli- 

east 1.003 

lO'i      June  28. 

i 

30. 

July     2. 

4. 

7. 


June  25.  Sontliwrst .  8.13 

1^5.  Starrie  Arteel 1,  320 

2S.  Xort  heasl 1,  7»i-l 

28.   Southwest 843 

30.   Starrie  Arteel 808 

July     1.  Northeast 3!t2 

2.   Southwest Itfil 

2.  Northern !»54 

5.  Slarrie  Arteel 515 

(i.  Northeast 1,4SI 

7.  Southwest 1,810 

J),  Northeast JM8 


Killeil  for  food  in  fall  ami  winter. 

June  12.  StarrieArteelamlnortii- 

eastern  

15.  Starrie  Arteelamluoith- 
eastern  

IJ).  Starrie  Arteel  ami  north- 
eastern   

22.  Starrie  Arteel  anil  north- 
eastern   

25.  Starrie  Arteel  ami  north- 
eastern   


13i) 

283 

01 

37!) 
084 


20,000 


30.  Stanio  Arteel 707 

1.  Northeast 1,371 

4.  Starrie  Aileel  ami  north- 
ern   1,17!) 

0.  Southwest 470 

7.  Northeast 1,  3."»0 

8.  Starrie  Arteel 3t)2 

11.  Northeast 1,300 

12.  Starrie  Arieel 4!t8 

12.  Southwest 7tHt 

II .   Sollt h west .5!)0 

13.  Northeast 1,705 

15.  Northern 1,  (>27 


I. 

10. 
11. 
13. 
14. 
1.-.. 
l(i. 
18. 
I'.l. 
20. 


20,000 


Starrie  Arteel  and  nortli- 

east 910 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   1,382 

Starrie  Arteel  ami  north- 
east   l,i»40 

Northeastern 1,308 

Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  1,  104 

Northeastern 1,074 

Slarrie  Arteel 524 

Northi^astern 043 

Starrie  Arteel  ami  near.  1,015 

Northeastern 1,  083 

Nort  hern 510 

Northeastern 145 


20,000 


Slarrie  Arieel  and  north- 
eastern           442 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
eastern           008 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
eastern           340 

Starrie  .Vrleel  and  north- 
eastern           287 

Stariie  Arteel  and  mirth- 
eastern  045 

Southwest 1,333 


"t .---: 
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l««3_Col,tiiiii..tl. 


1,  :{i'0 

1,  7(^t 
M'A 

808 

}tr..i 

515 

1,  ISl 

1,810 

IMS 


July  10    '-"on  til  west r.07 

10.  Noillifiist..... :^fKi 

11.  Stanir  Artitl 2tM) 

rj.  Noitlii'iisl 516 

i:{.  Still ritf  AittM'l :{21 

](!.  Nortliciist TT'i 

Iti.   Soiitliwcst 1,015 

17.   Sliiriic  Aitci'l \'.\() 

JS.  .NoitlieiiHt Hi7 

IS.   Sontliwist 1.2H) 

20.  Nititln'iist 280 


July  20.  SoiitlnvcHt. 1,  l.'O 

2:{.  Still  rif  A  It  I'll 700 

25.   Noiiliciist. 77 

27.  Nortlnrn (MM! 

;{0.  Sliirii(i.\rt»'»'liiinl  iiortli- 

•  iLst ^  .501 

Aiif?-    <■>    Stiiriiti  Artec! iindiiortli-' 

«-!isl ;{70 

13.  Noitlioast !U 


15,  (HJO 


1«R-^. 


KilliMl  lor  food  in  full  ami  \viiit(>r.  HW) 

Jiiiii'    3.  \«rtli«-ast Ill 

1(».   Soiitliwrst 1.222 

12.  Stairic  Ail««'l 000 

10.   Southwest .581 

18.  Still rioArtfi'liiiid  imrtli- 

eiist i>52 

21 .  Soutlnvcst .582 

2:1.  Stiinio  Arti'cl .5!»8 

20.  Siiutlnvc'st '. ..  550 

28.  StaiTieArtt!oliiii(l  iiorlli- 

cast 180 

July     1.  Soutliwfst 208 

;}.  Slurrii' Artcflaiiil  iiortli- 

cast 71 


.liily    7.  Soutliwcst 87 

J).  Still  lit' Aitirliiiiilnorlli- 

«'iiHt, 1,200 

12.  South  wcKt !>71 

11.  NorthniiMt 20H 

15.  Northtrrn 105 

10.  Southwest 7:J0 

17.  Nortlieiist !I00 

18.  Stanic  Aitfil .5(iii 

2;{.  Sout h west 705 

2.S.  Stairie  Alteel 711 

25.  ,N'oit hciist .505 

20.  Southwest 572 

:{il.  St.Tiiie  Alteel 010 

Aug.    4.  Northeast 221 


15,(H)0 


IBSij. 


910 


Killed  for  food  in  fall  and  winter.  100 

June    1.   Nortiieast 118 

10.   Sliirrie  .\rteel  iind  nortii- 
east   780 

15.  Southwest 775 

17.  Starrio  Arteel 802 

18.  Northeast 825 

22.   Southwest 411 

27.  Starrie  Artctd  iind  nortii- 
east   1,775 

29.  Southwest 101 


July     1.  Starrio  Artoj'l  and  north- 
east   2,287 

0.  Southwest 780 

10.  Sliirrie. Vrtcid iind  iiorDi- 

east 2,  150 

i;{.   Southwest 1,011 

10.  Starrie  Arleel  and  iiorlli- 

eiist 2,218 

20.  Southwest 48;$ 


15,  000 


is«o. 


442 

008 
340 
287 


a 


Killed  for  food  in  fiiU  and  winti-r  370 
June    9.  Starri<!  Arteel  iind  iiortii- 

ea.st 1.428 

14.   Southwest 831 

IG.  Stiirrie  Arteel  iind  north- 

eiist 1,430 

21.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   742 

21.  Southwest 843 

23.   Northeiist 343 

21.  Southwest 3(M) 

28.   Southwest 288 

20.  Stiirrie  Arteel 032 

July     1.  Northeast 481 


July     5.  Southwest 020 

5.  Starrie  Arteel 4!»it 

0.   Norlheast 048 

9    Sliirrie  Arteel 805 

12.  Souliiwest 745 

13.  Northeast 888 

15.  Stiirrie  Arteel  iind  iioith- 

eust 707 

10.  Southwest 0(J3 

20.  Stiirrie  Arteel  iind  north- 
east   1,371 

23.  Northeast 204 


15, 0(t) 


045 
,333 


ii 


u . 


iij 

\ 

'■}\ 

k  ■  . 

'M 
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TESTIMONY 


1«HT. 


Killcil  for  food  in  fall  iiixl  wiiitor. 

'JS'2 

.luiv    *;. 

Starrie  Artoel  and  north- 

JiiiK-  ^<. 

NolMn'UHt 

:ih;{ 

ern  

1,321 

i:{. 

.NorthoiiHt 

It!.-) 

7. 

Northeast 

421 

ir.. 

Soulliwi'st 

127 

Id. 

Southwest 

701 

'-'(>. 

SollMlWOHt 

•-'III 

11. 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 

20. 

Sliirrio  Aiiffl 

!I7I 

ern  

l,21tG 

yl. 

Noiih«i(H( 

r.:{:{ 

i:!. 

Northeast 

i,r.oy 

•21. 

Sunt  li  wont 

Mta 

IK. 

Southwest 

1,(177 

27. 

.Sliii'i'iu  Arti-fl  jiiiil  iiorlli- 
»'!l8t 

Hirt 

is. 

2(1. 

Starrie  Arteel 

S!I4 

Northeast 

1, 130 

2!t. 

Noltll<!ilHt 

»0!> 

22. 

Starrie  Arleel  and  north- 

July     1. 

Sliiriie  Arti'd 

KM) 

oru 

4S9 

1. 

•Sou  til  west 

^H\i 

15,  (RX) 

IHHR. 

Kill.'.l  r 

ir  food  ill  fiill  mid  winter. 

•IIS 

.lulv  U\. 

Starrie  Artcel 

1.1  («t 

Jmif  »!. 

.Northeast  

121 

11. 

Northeast  

KIO 

II. 

Soul  Invest 

272 

i:i. 

Starrio  Arteel  and  u(Uth- 

11. 

.•^tarric  Artcel  and  nortli- 
jTn 

.1.-.-) 

Ki. 
17. 

ern 

508 

South  W(!8t 

St  arrie  Arteel  ami  n(Uth- 

(i!)4 

15. 

Starrie  Arteol  and  north- 

ern            

227 
127 
.'{21 

lil. 
20. 

ern 

1 ,  090 

IX. 

Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel 

•Southwest 

:>()ti 

IH. 

St  arrie  Art  eel  and  north- 

•»•» 

Starrier  Arte«'l 

Southwest 

761 

2:1. 

ern  

550 

'Jr>. 

Southwest 

179 

L'li. 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 

21. 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 

ern   

2r>. 

ern  

405 

27. 

Northeast 

South  we,st 

159 

2!t. 

Starrie  Arteel 

:iii 

2ti. 

Starrii!  .\rteel  aiidnorlli- 

July  :>.. 
3. 

Southwest 

Northeast 

:!ii 

27. 

ern 

520 

Southwest 

112 

4. 

Starrie  Arteel 

.f)()3 

27. 

Starrie  Arteol 

407 

G. 

y. 

Northeast 

Southwest 

Iil8 

15,000 

Killed  for  food  in  fall  and  w  inter. 

June    I.   Xortheiist 

Southwest  

Southwest   

Starrie  Arteel 

Northeast 

Starrie  Arteel  and  nort  li 

crn 

Southw«'st  

Northeast 

South wtmt  

Starrie  Arteel 

Southwest  

July   2.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

Starrie  Artoel  and  nori  h- 

ern 

Southwest   

Starrie  Artcel 

Southwest  

13.  S t  arrie  Arteel  and  n-,rth- 
ern 


18SO. 
1.293  ;  .lulv  15. 


10. 
17. 
IS. 
21. 
22. 

20. 

25. 

27. 

29. 

30. 
•» 


4. 

7. 

9. 

11. 


I5«> 
275 
214 
773 
170 


281 
59a 
490 
223 
129 
1()7 

275 

418 
229 
209 
192 

667 


Ui. 

18. 
19. 


24. 


29. 


Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel  and  nort  h 
ern 

Southwest   

Starrio  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

Southwest  

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

Southwest 

Starri<'  .\rteel  and  north- 
ern  


371 

1,  028 
439 

1,140 
500 

G28 
279 

1,  450 

942 
508 

G13 


15,000 


Jiecnpitiihitioii  of  seals  kHlcd  for  their  skins  011  the  St.  Gennjr  Ts1an<1,  Alaska,  from  1S71 

to  ISSn,  iiivlusirc. 


1871 19,077  I  187G 10.000 

1S72 25,000  I  1877 15.(M)l) 

1873 25,  0(H)  1  1878 1S,(MM) 

1S74 10.000  '  1879 20,  (MM) 

1875 10,000  i  1880 20,000 


1881 20,000 

1882 20.(H)0 

1883 15,IK)0 

1884 1.5.000 

1885 15,000 


1886 15,000 

18.S7 1.5,000 

1888 15,000 

1889 15,000 
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JHJ» 


T,  Max  TToilbroiinor,  secretary  of  the  Alnska  ('(nnniern'sil  C<»n)|>iiii.v, 
of  San  Fiaiuri.s«ro,  do  soleiiiiily  swear  that  the  fbrrf^oiiij^f  "scalsUiii 
recoid  of  St.  (hmuj>;<i  Ishiiid,  Ahiska,  IH71  to  \HH\),  iiu'iusivc,"  is  fiuniu- 
h)t<Ml  and  conipih^d  from  (he  books  of  said  company  kept  on  said  is- 
hind,  now  in  my  custody,  and  is  correct  and  true  accoiding  to  my  best 
knowledge  and  belief. 

Max  IIeilhkonnku, 
St'vrrtari/  Alusha  (■omini-rrial  l^nniuDnj, 

Subscribed  ami  sworn  (o  before  me  this  1  Itli  day  of  May,  A.  I).  I.S!»2. 

[SEAL.J  CLKMKiNT    liKNNKTT, 

Sotanj  I'lthlk: 


IhpoHitioH  of   Louis  Kinnncl,  assistant    Treasury  aijcut  on   St.    (horye 

Island. 


508 
094 


nno 

17!) 

405 
15!t 

5L'() 
112 


■Ml 


HABITS. 
DlSTKKVr    OF   ('OLl'MniA, 

Citif  of  Wasliiuf/ton,  ss: 

Louis  Kimmel,  being'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am  a  n'sident 
of  \a'a  l^'ayette,  Indiana,  and  am  G.'J  years  of  aj;«'.     Dur-      |,,^^_  .^  ^^ 
ing  tiie  years  I8H2  ami  bS8;{  was  tiui  assistant  Treas-       "P""""""- 
ury  Agent  hx-ated  on  St.  (ie<u'ge  Ishuid  of  tiie  I'ribihd"  (ironp.     I  ar- 
rived on  tlu>,  island  May  .'U,  ISSL',  an<l  remained  there  continuously 
until  the  latter  part  of  July,  1883. 

Wliile  on  the  island   I  studied  th<^  habits  of  the  lur  seals  in  order 
that  I  might  be  able  to  perform  my  (dlicial  duty.     The     Arrivni  of  hulls. 
bulls  (males  (»  years  old  and  upwards)  began  to  come  "'''^'*- 1>'« i"i"rH. 
to  the  island  the  first  j)art  of  -May.    The  cows  «lid  not  come  till  the  latter 
part  of  the  month  and  the  first  part  of  dune.    The  ba<du'lors,  or  young 
males,  began  to  arrive  about  tlu*  same  time  as  the.  <!ows.     The  baclu^lors 
fry  to  laiul  on  the  breeding  nxdvciies  occupied  by  the  bulls,  but  are 
driven  off  by  the  older  males  and  are  <'onipelled  to  herd  together  by 
themselves  separately  fr<Hn  the  bulls  and  cows.     A  male  seal  is  over  r» 
years  of  age  before  he  is  able  to  n)aintain  himself  on   the  breeding 
rookeries  against  the  attacks  of  his  fellows.    Thebreed- 
ing  rookeru's  are  never  disturbed  in  any  way  by  the  em- 
ployes on  the  island  and  the  most  stringent  rules  are  enforced  against 
the  use  of  firearms,  allowing  dogs  upon  the  islands, 
or  disturbing  the  seals  in  any  mann.'r.    The  bachelors      '^'"""K""""'- 
are  tin'  seals  which  are  killed  by  the  lessees  of  the  islands,  the  killablo 
age  being  from  two  to  five  years:  all  seals  which  are  not      ,..„, 

1  1-1  i.     i-  ii  A.  i.     1         Killing. 

males  or  which  are  not  ot  the  ccurect  age  are  separated 

from  those  to  be  killed  and  allowe«l  to  return  to  the  water.     Under  no 

circumstances  is  it  aUowable  to  kill  a  female  of  any  age.     The  killable 

seals,  after  being  sejiarated  fnun  the  remainder  of  the  herd,  are  driven 

by  the  nativea  to  the  killing  gr<mnds.     Aft<'r   every      „,.i,.i„, 

"drive"  that  took  ]Am'v  while  I  was  on  the  island  1        '"  "*"" 

went  back  over  the  ground  along  whi<!h  the  seals  had  been  driven  to 

see  if  anv  seals  had  l)een  killed  by  ovenlriving.     The     ,.     ... 

entire  number  ot  seals  killed  in  all  these  "drives"  did 

not  excee<l  one  hundred,  and  thv,  majority  of  them  were  killed  by  the 

large  seals  crashing  the  smaller  <uies  to  death.     In  j'very  ease  of  a  seal 

being  killed  on  the  "drive,"  I,  as  Government  agent,  imi)oseda  fine  in 

order  that  they  might  be  more  careful  in  the  future. 


1 


5 


11 


I     i 


i  I  1 

i'  ! 
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TK.S'I'IMONY 


A  COW  iicvor  siiclxh's  smy  hut  hw  own  |Hip.     When  a  stniiifro  pup  np- 

proiiclx's  a  row  slic  will  (hive  it    awiiy  I'roiii   licr;  iitid 

h.^;'^.  pS''""''''   "V^  "•"  tlioiisiiiidsor  pups  iiii<l<ll(-<l  tl.m'tli^"'  «l"^  "ill 

HJii^rh^   lici- o\Mi.     It  is  my  Opinion  tliiit   if  iiniotlior  is 

killed  licr  oilsprin;;  <lifs  of  staisation.     In  pcitbiniinj;'  uiy  otlicial  duty 

Dimi  1.UI.H  '  iVcrpH'iitly  visih'd  the  Itn-cdinj;'  rookeries,  ;ind  duiiu;; 

my  entire  stay  on  the  island  I  never  saw  nu)io  than  l<K> 

dead  pups  on  all  theiookeiies.     A  n<'W  horn  pui>seal  isui  ahle  to  swim 

and  is  afraid  of  the  water.     I  hav«^  seen  a  cow  seal  push 

^Pii|.H  i.iiiiiniK  to  ln'r  |iup  from  a  ro<'k  into  the  watei' where  it  lloundered 

ahout  in  a  helpless  manner  until  tlie  mother  would  }>'o 

in,  take  it  in  her  mouth  as  a  eat  eairies  kitl<'ns,and  biin;;'  it  a;iain  ashorj^, 

only  to  a^ain  push  it  oil"  the  rock  into  the  water.     My  ohservation  ha.s 

.,   ,  been  that  ai)ui>  isyenerallv  about  two  mcmthsold  before 

Hihi...  it  ean  swim.     It  is  my  opinion  that  a  jmp  born  in  the 

water  would  drown  in  a  very  f«'W  minutes. 

A  bull  never  leaves  the  bree<lin;i'  lookery  duriiiji'  the  j'litire  breedinj; 

season,  which  is  a  pt'iiod  of  from  two  to  three  months.     Soon  after  a  cow 

.,      ,    ,.    ,.  briiius  forth  her  youni''  slie  u'oes  .iito  the  water  to  yet 

foo<l.     I  know  from  act nal  ol)serv<tion  that  they  {io  at 

least  I'O  ndles  from  the  islands,  but  how  much  farther  I  am  unable  to 

state. 

Lot' IS  KiMMEL. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2.~>th  day  of  iSIai'ch,  1892. 

[L.S.J  SKVIM.I.oN    a.  illiOWN, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  (ho  District  of  Colnmhia,  U.  aV.  A. 


Dcponition  of  Thontax  F.  Hi/an,  asuiNtant  Treasury  atjvnt  on  *SY.  (hvrijv 

Island. 

habits,  manatieme^•t,  pelagic  sealing. 

District  ok  Coli  mhia, 

r//*/  of  Wasltinffton,  ss: 

Thomas  F.  llyan,  bein}>"  duly  sworn,  deiH)ses  aial  says:  1  am  a  resident 
of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  and  amol  yearsold.     Duiiiiir 
the  years   1NS>   and    lh^()  1  was  Assistant   1  reasury 
Afjent,   residinj;-  on    St.  (J»'or{>e   Island,  one  of  the  Pribilof  Islands. 
J  arrived  then'  about  the   1st  of  JNlay,  IS.S."),  and  remaine<l  there  un- 
til Auyust  J>,  1880.     In  order  to  j)erform  my  dnty  as  aj>'ent  1  made  a 
careful  study  of  seal  life  on  the  island,  and  examined 

The  bulls  jieneially  bejiin  to  arrive  on  the  islaixl  durin}>-  the  lirst 
part  of  tin'  month  of  May.  The  cows  begin  to  appear  about  June 
J,  and  the  young  males,  (,r  bachelor  seals,  about  the  same  time. 
The  seals  which  are  "<lriyeu"  and  killed  are  bachelors  betwei'ii 
the  age  of  2  years  and  5  years.  No  females  are  al- 
lowed to  be  driven  or  killed,,  The  breeding  rookerh'S 
are  never  disturb»'d  in  anyway.  The  rule  tliat'the 
use  of  firearms  is  forbid<len  between  INI.iy  1  and  De- 
cember I,  except  as  permitted  by  the  (iovernment  ofli- 
eer,"  was  enforced  while  I  was  on  the  island.  No  dogs  are  ever  allowed 
upon  the  i.slands.  The  cow  gives  birth  to  her  pu|>  ,soon 
alter  arriving  on  the  breeding  rookeries,  and  I  think  u 
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cow  never  ffiv<'S8in*k  toiiiiv  pup  savelierouii;  I  jikIlm'      r'.'""ii"*'ii'i'««"i'b 
tIliN  (Voiii  iiiy  own  ouscrviition.     A  pup  <lfi(>s  not  swim 


I-..I 


WWII    |III|IM. 

iH  HMJiiiiiiiriK. 


er 


wIh'h  tii-st  horn,  iuid  is  •^eneriilly  two  niontlisold  lictore 
it  fjoes  into  tin*  w;it«'i'.     I  liavi;  seen  tlic  stoinaciis  of  si'vrriil  sciiis  iiH 
tlit'.v  Wi'H'  ivilled  iind  tlu'y  ('ont;iin«Ml  only  jiieces  of  fish,  wlii<'li  sccuicd 
It)  he  tlieir  sole  food.     I  do  not  know  wlieth«'i'  tln'y  cat  ivclp  or  not. 

The  hulls  do  not  eat  at  all  whiles  on  the  I  needing'  looKriirs.     The 
rows,   however,  <'at  and  sometimes  yo  (iO  miles  to  <>('t 
food,  and  iK'rhaiis  I'artiier.     Old  experienced   i»oachcrs      iji'H"  ijHiiui.'    iv- 

'  '  *  III  llt'S     It'l'lIlM"' 

iiitornu'd  me  that  they  remained  that  distance  trom  the 
islands  to  captnre  the  seals  when  they  came  t!>  Iced.     !  estimate  that 
the  seals  killed  hy  ix'lagie  liunters  are  at  least  W)  per 
cent  females;  this  estinnite  is  hased  on  the  "leat  nnm-      Ni""!.v  |HM(.iit 
her  ol  motherless  jmps  1   have  ohserve<l  on  the  rook- 
eries, and  also  on  statennMits  nnnle  to  nn^  hy  many  enfia^-ed  in  pelajjie 
sealin;^'  whom  I   met  and  conversed  with  at  I'nalaska. 
Ther*' was  hilt  oiH' snccessfnl  raid  on  the  rookeries  while 


llailln    iltl    islNllcji 


1  was  upon  the  island,  and  hut  Ii;."i  seals  Were  killed,     i  do  not  coiisid<'r 

that  raids  on  the  rookeries  have  anythiii}'-  to  do  with 

the  decrease  of  tlu^  nuujher  of  seals.     I   am   further      iMivin-  not  injuii. 

satisfied  after  my  two  years'  experience  that  tin*  driv- 

iuH  of  mal«'  seals  to  tin'  killiu}'-  .uroiiiids  hy  the  natives  could  he  of  no 

l»ossihle  injury  to  seal  liteon  the  islands.     1  think  the 

seals  oiijiht  to  he  protected  hoth  in  l)crin<;8ea  and  the 

!N(Mth  Pacific  Ocean,  and  pclayie  soaliiij;  entirely  pro- 

hihited  in  those  waters,  or  else  a  close  seas<m  estah- 

lished,  hejiinnin}"'  JNIarch  I  and  ending'  either  Septein 

her  1  or  Oittoher  1.     In  <'ase  the  seals  are  not  protect cil 

ill  this  manner,  1  helieve  that  they  will  he  externiiii!ite<l  within  five 

years. 

T.   V.   KVAN. 

Siihscrihed  and  sworn  to  hef(>re  me  this  2<»th  day  of  March,  IS'L'. 

[L.S.J  HKVELLON    a.    IlKliWN, 

Notary  Piiblu!  in  n  ml  for  the  Dintrict  of  Columbia,  i\  »S.  A. 


I'lciliclicPil 
ml  IV. 


I'roliiliilioii.nri'l  isit 

Sl'il.Sdll. 


Deposition  of  W.  li.  Taylor,  assistant  Treasury  affrnt  on  St.  (Ivnrye  Islaml. 

MANAtJKMKNT;    HA  HITS;    PELAtJlC   «KALLN(i. 
Dl«TllICT   OF   COIATMHIA, 

(^itjl  af  Washinyton,  ss: 
W.l».  Taylor,  ofOimiha,Nel)r.,l)ciii;;(luly  sworn,  deposes  a  ml  says:  lam 
41  yeiirsof  a;;e,  Secretary  and  TreasiiiH'r  of  the  (Hol)e  Loan  and  Trust  (.'om- 
pany,  of  Omaha,  Nehraska,  and  am  not  and  never  liavei)een  in  anyway 
('(mnectedwith  any  eomi>aiiy  eii^ajied  in  the  sealskin  industry.     In  the 
year  ISSl  1  was  Assistant  Treasury  A};ent  for  the  seal  islands.     J  arrivetl 
<»u  the  islands  in  the  latter  part  of  May  of  that  year,  and  after  a  week's 
stay  on  St.  I'aiil  Island  was  detailed  to  St.  Genrye,  remaining  there  until 
the  latter  part  of  August.     Since  then  I  have  not  heen  on  the  ishinds. 
While  on  St.  (le(M';;e  1  was  on  the  killing'  }j;roiinds  every 
day  durinj;'  the  seas<ni,  and  visited  the  rookeries  almost       ''^i"'"""- 
daily,  hoth  in  connection  with  my  ollicial  duties  ami  for  the  purpose 
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of  Mtjulyinj;  sriil  lifo.  From  riiri'liilly  oltstM-viii};  tlio  {jronmls  f(nnirrly 
otcnpifd  by  Im'tdiii;-;  sciils.  as  itoiiitcd  nut  In  iiu'  l»y  \hv  tiiifivrs,  anil 
IVoni  statniu'iits  iiiaWc  uw  l»y  tliosc  mi  tlu'  island,  I  lu-licv*^  llu'ie  wru^ 
iiiorr  seals  on  tlie  isianiis  in  is.sl  tlian  in  any  yrar 
S....U  n.iin.ioiiH  in  |,n.\  jons  lo  tliat  tinn'.  I  luiievc  that  the  incnasi'and 
(lecivaso  olsral  life  can  lie  certainly  told  tVoni  ae<-nrale 
ineasnrenients  of  the  Itrccdinin'  jfrounds,  bei-anse  the  Heals  herd  to- 
H«'lhcr  as  closely  as  possible,  wlielher  there  ar«'  lew  or  many  of  them. 
Itiit  tlu^  number  of  seals  can  not  be  estimated  with  even  appioximatt^ 
aeeiiraey,  1i(>eause  <if  the  ronj^hness  and  um-veuness  of  the  ground,  and 
because  durinjr  the  liei^-ht  of  tlu'  season  a  majority  of 
the  females  (called  cows)  are  out  at  sea  feediii},',  bi'in;;' 
often  oblifjed  tc  -fo  .'>(>  or  uiore  ndles  IV<»m  the  islands  lor  this  purpose, 
an<l  not  returnin*;  till  late  at  ni^lit.  I  think  the  number  (»f  s<>als  h<-re- 
tofor*'  estimatetl  has  been  lar};t'ly  e.\a};K''iid«'d,  and  no  deiteinlence  can 
1)«'  placed  on  any  estimate  as  to  their  numbeis. 

Durin;;  the  year  I  was  oil  the  Island  of  St.  (ieorjij;e  I  di<l  not  see  to 
exceed  twenty  live  dead  j»iipson  the  rookeries,  and  the 
^jvw  .1.;,.!  ,M,,.M  >n   ,„„|i,.^  „f  the'se  wcic  not  enia<-iated,but  ha<l  evidently 
been  killed  l>y  the  old  bulls  cliinbin;i;<)ver  them  in  their 
combats.     Vxutui  my  obs«'rvations  I    am  convinced  a  pup  must  be  (i 
or   S  wi'eks  old   before  it  can   swim,  and  that  a   fe- 
male generally  teaihes  her  own  puj)  the  use  of  his  tlip- 
pers.    llirtli  in  the  water  would  mean  immediate  <leatli 
to  the  pup,  both  because  of  the  fact   last  stated  and  from  tin;  further 
tact  that  lor  a  day  or  two  after  birth  a  puj)  is  eiitin-ly  helpless.     In  my 
judgment,  then,  a  seal  puj)  for  theliistfew  weeks  of  its 
^jsraiH  u.mi  .,u»,ir«.  •jjj.^.  j^  .^  ,,,||,,  ,,„,„i,.„,n.,i  i,nd  ill  iio  seuse  au  amidiibiau. 

I  believe  that  a  s<>al  is  naturally  a  lantl  animal,  as  all 
copulation,  birth,  and  niirsing  takes  place  on  shore,  and  the  only  reason 
I  think  the  seals  seek  the  water  is  because  tln-y  are 
compelled  so  to  <b»  in  or<ler  to  obtain  food.  Tliis  is 
verified  from  the  fact  that  the  seals  remain  on  land  as 
hmg  as  possible,  until  the  need  (d*  food  and  severity  of  the  weather 
cinupelthem  to  take  to  the  s«'a.  A  fenndc  when  she  returns  from  the 
feeding  grounds  will  alwavs  select  her  own  pap  from 
ti,!'h''owirimpr  ""'•  ii'l  those* on  the  rookeries, and  will  givesuck  to  no  other. 
It  is  therefore  myopinion  that  if  a  mother  seal  iskilleil 
the  pu|)  will  certainly  die  of  starvation. 

1  mad(^  a  very  particular  examination  and  study  of  tlN>  methods  em- 
ployed by  the  luitives  in  driving  ai.d  killing  the  young 
males,  (H' bachehtrs,  and  in  myopinion  these  methods 
are  the  very  best  that  could  be  ado[>ted,  and  I  <'an  conceive  of  no  (dher 
way  which  could  be  emi)loyed  and  preserve  seal  life  so  effectually.     In 
starting  a  drive  the  bachelors  are  driven  from  the  hauling  grounds, 
which  are  sei)arated  from  the  breeding  grounds.    (Ireat  care  was  always 
„     ,.         ,    .  ,    taken  not  t)  <list»irb  the  breeders;  no  one  was  ever  al- 
lowed  to  go  on  the  breeding  grounds  during  theiuttmg 
season,  all  observations  as  to  the  habits  being  made  from  overhanging 
elill's  or  some  elevation  in  the  vicinity  of  the  harems.     I  never  saw  but 
onefennile  killed  out  of  the  2(),()(K>  taken  on  St.  Georgia 
oiuXmu.  ""'  ""'"''''  I^hind  in  1881,  and  that  was  accidental.     A  drive  is 
always  made  betwe<'u  2  and  (!  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
when  the  weather  is  cool  and  there  is  less  liability  of  overheating  theseals. 
Seals  are  driven  as  slowly  as  is  possiI>le  and  still  kcM'p 
them  in  motion.    1  do  nut  think  that  there  were  tifty 
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st'iils  killcil  diiriii;:'  tli«'  sciisoii  hy  ovrrluMtiii);  and  sinothcrin^,  iuid  in 
iill  nisfs  the  skins  ol' th«'S(>  wno  taken  and  nnintrd  with  the  other 
skins  transported  to  the  salt  houses.  1  in'ver  snw  oi-  heard  ot'the  •gen- 
erative orfjans  of  ii  niah'  seal  liein;,'  injured  l»y  redriviiifj.  and  it  seems 
to  UH*  to  be  utterly  ahsurd  that  anyone  could  think  that  an  animal 
with  such  woinlerlul  vitality  as  is  possessed  hy  the  male  seal  eoidd  ho 
in.juied  or  his  reproductive  powers  impaired  hy  drivii.^'  or  redrivin;;. 
H'snch  a  thin;;  should  octair  it  woidd  he  at  om-e  noticealile,  t'oi'  the  im- 
potent hull  would  certainly  haid  u])  with  the  hachelors,  hiivin;^'  no  in- 
clination und  vi^'or  to  nniintain  himself  on  the  rookeries. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  a  i>ull  is  ahhi  to  survo  Irom  thr«fe  to  the  cows  a 
day.  and  cei'tainly  over  a  hundred  in  a  season.     I  have 
seen  over  forty  cows  at  one  time  in  a  harem,  ami  the  ..hm'iiVh*'''""'* '""*"' 
hull  who  possessed  this  harem  was  continually  striviiiir      „ 
to  olttain  more  cows.     Tliere  was  hut  one  raid  on  the 
rooki'ries  while  I  was  there,  and  that  ti>ok  \>huv  on  Otter  Island,  about 
sixty  skins  beinj;  taken.     After  that  raid  the  <lovernment  kept  a  man 
on  Otter  Island  durin;,' the  «'ntire  summer  to  juotect  it  from  nmrauders. 
Kaids  on  the  islands  never  alTected  seal  life  to  any  ex- 
tent.    Since  my  resuh'nce  on  the   I'ribilof  Islands   I     ""*■'■' ""  i"'"'"!"- 
have  kept  a  very  careful   watch  of  the  pro^iress  of  eveids  there,  and 
have  inti-rviewed  a  j;reat  many  <!onnected  with  the  seal  industry.     I 
am  of  the  conviction  that  the  repoited  decrease  in  seal 
life  on  these  ishnnls  can  b(^  attrii)ut«^d  to  no  otlij-r  cause   p/i'"!'™""',',]!,,'!"     '" 
save  pela^iic  sealing;.    While  1  was  located  a  I  St.  (leorjic 
Island  in  IHSl  pehi^iic  sealing;'  was  then  and  previ<»us  to  that  time  had 
lieen  of  very  little  conseipience,  havin;;'  very  slight  ell'ect  upon  seal  life. 
Not  more  than  lour  or  live  vessels  were  «'n;;a;;e<l  in  pelay:ic  sealing;'  in 
ISSl  in  the  waters  of  JJerin;;  Sea,  and  i)rior  to  that  time  a  still  fewer 
number  were  so  eni-a^'ed.     Uut  since  1S81  this  industry 

1  1  '       i-l  1  i.  1  1  1  NuillllIT    of    Ill«|»iric 

has  ;;i(»wn  yearly  untM  now  aliout  a  hui.    red  vessels  are  s.aiets. 
(lestrovin;;  the  seals  in  "leat  numbei's,  and,  as  I  am  in-      „   ....     ,     . 

•  r^  '  '  Most  I V    ii'liiuu'H    tft- 

I'ormed  and  believe,  the  fjieat  majority  of  those  killed   ken. 

are  females.     Then  too,  larjue  numl)ers are  killed  in  this      wnHt.- of  lii.;. 

wa.y  which  are  never  recovered  or  reported.     Itis,  there- 

fori',  in  my  oi»inion,  necessary  that  the  seals  should  be  „„'y.""'''"""    """""" 

protected,  and  all  killinc  in  tlie  water  prohibited  in  all      „       .„    .     . 

waters  which  the  seal  herd  IrecpU'uts,  and  especially  in   iii«  sa  and  Aleutian 

llerin^jf  S(ta  and  while  the  herd  are  en  route  to  and  i""""" 

from  the  islands  throuf,'li  the  Aleutian  i)asses. 

W.  B.  Taylor. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  tlio 
District  of  (Jolumbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  L'dth  day  of  April,  1S!)2. 

|L.  a.]  SEVELLON  a.   JiROWN. 


DejJOHition  of  George  Wardman,  afi.sistant  Treasury  ayent  on  St.  George 

Ifihoid. 

habits;  management;  pelagic  sealing. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Waxhiiiffton,  ss: 
(leoif^e  Wardman,  of  Pittsburg,  rennsylvnnia,  beinj?  duly  sworn,  do- 
])()ses  and  says :   I  am  ;"»0  years  of  aj^e,  and  editor  of  the  Pittsburg  Press. 
In  1879  as  ii  journalist  I  made  a  trii)  to  Alaska  on  the  United  States  reve- 
nue steamer  Rush,  during  her  summer  cruise.    On  that  trip  I  stoijped  at 
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innii.vpoliitHiiloiif;  tlio  lutrtliwi'strojiMt.tln'  Alaskan  coasf,  ami  tlio  AU»n- 
tiaii  cliain,  and  also  \  isitrti  tin'  I'lilnlor  IslantlH  and  St. 

'■'''"''"""  Micli:H'.,>;<»inf,'as  farnoitlMis  llciinn  Straits.    On  April 

•I,  ISSI,  I  was  appointed  Assistant  Special  'i'nasni.v  A;,'i'nt  lor  (lio  St-al 
Islands,  and  iiiinadiatt'ly  al'ti-r  siirli  ap|ioinlninit  prorccdi-d  to  San  l-'ran- 
ris«'<Miiid  sailed  lor  the  islands, airiv  iii^  there  in  th«>  latter  part oI'May.  1 
was  then  detailed  by  <'olon«'l  (His,  Speeial  Treasury  A>,'ent  for  the  Seal 
Islands,  to  the  Island  of  St.  (leoijrc,  juk)  until  MayLM*,  |S,S,*t,  I  reinaiin>d 
in  rhar^M' of  that  Island.  J>iirin^  tind  time  I  returned  Itnt  twice  to  tlui 
rnJted  States.  I  made  careful  examination  of  th(>  rooUeries  each  yi'ar, 
and  aftor  the  lirst  year  I  eoinparj'd  my  yearly  observations,  so  that  I 
mi^ht  arrive  at  some  conclusion  as  to  whether  it  was  ])ossiblo  and  ex- 
pedient to  increase  our  portion  of  the  (pnda  of  skins  to  be  taken  on 
St.  (icerue  Island  witlnnit  injuriously  alV«'<t  in;;  seal  life  there,  lam 
Hatistl«'d  tVoni  my  observations  that  t ho  breed in;L;'  grounds  on  St.  (ieor^u 
eovei'ed  f,'r<'at4'r  ai<'as  in   INSI  tlian  in  INSI,  and  that 

ii,rm,Ho,iH8i-H4.     j_.^.|jj  ,1,..  ,„.,,, .,.j,,i|^.  i,H-ieas«'d  between  those  dates;  and 

this  fact  was  verified  :y  all  th<>  natives  on  the  island.  In  fact  thcrti 
was  no  disa}>reement  by  anyone  local<-d  on  thi>  islands  as  to  that  point. 
I  am  furtluM'  satislied  that  during;  this  time  there  was 
iMciiiyoi  iiiiii.H.  jilwaysa  sulllciont  luunber  of  males  to  fei  tiliz»^  tluM'.ows 
on  the  rookeries;  otherwise  there  could  have  b«'en  no  increase  in  the 
bree«liii«i-  j;iounds. 

While  I  was  on  the  island  1  never  saw  more  than  twenty-tivc  dead 
jMipson  the  rookt'ries  during;  any  one  season.    I  have  stien  (»'easi(»milly  a. 
dead  one  amonj;  the  bowlders  alonjj  the  shore,  which  had  pndtably  been 
killed  by  the  surf;  but  these  dea«i  i)Ui)swere  in  no  instam;e  emaciated. 
A  cow  will  not  Ruckle  any  i)up  but  her  own.    Of  this  1 
iviiiai.8  uuiHi' only   j,,„  (.oiivim'(>d,  bccause  I  haveseen  jows  drive  off  other 
]nii)s  when  they  approache«l  them,  and  wait  until  they 
n]>])eared  to  vecoja;ni/e  their  own.     1  further  think  that  if  a  mother  were 
killed  her  i)up  would  starve  to  death,  for  she  suckles  the  pu]>  durinji' 
the  time  it  remains  on  the  island,  and  it  has  no  other  means  of  subsist- 
ence.    J)urin<;  the  ruttin<;  season  the  bulls  fienerally 
rouiain  ni)on  land,  while  the  females  are  constantly 
viii>»  learning  to  froinjjto  aud  fiom  the  water,  feedinji'  and  bathing',  sjnd 
teacinnj''  their  pups  to  swim,  as  J  belii've,  which  the 
l)ups  are  unable  t<)  «lo  for  the  lirst  six  weeks  of  tlieir  existence.     In 
tact,  a  i)up  is  afraid  of  the  water  durinjn'  these  six  weeks  and  needs 
a  {i'ood  deal  of  coaxinj-'  at  iirst  to  get  him  to  jxo  into  it.    Young  puj)8 
can  not  be  driven  into  the  water  by  men,  ami  when  I  tried  to    Irive 
them  in  before  they  had  leariRMl  to  swim  they  would  invariably  run 
back  from  the  water.    While  located  on  St.  (leorge  I 
aiiagpnieii  .  becauic  thoroughly  m  pminted   with  the  methods  of 

driving,  handling,  and  killing  the  bii'  lelor  seals  by  the  natives.  I 
believe  those  methods  are  the  very  b«  that  (!()uld  be  adopted  for  the 
preservation  of  the  rookeries  and  eons  vation  of  seal  life. 
A  female  was  never  killed  while  I  wa  on  St,  (ieorge,  except  by  acci- 
dent. Seals  were  rari  v  killed  by  overdriving;  but 
when  such  an  accident  iccurred  the  skin  was  taken  otY 
and  included  in  the  <  iota.  Often  after  the  drive  1 
went  over  the  ground  where  the  seals  had  been  driven  and  «ountcd 
those  left  <ui  tlie  road.  They  were  very  few  in  number  and  did  not 
at^'ect  seal  life  in  general  on  the  island.  The  only  injury  I  ever  noticed 
from  redriving  was  that  the  hind  flippers  of  yearlings 
which  had  been  driven  several  times  would  be  slightly 
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abrndod.  Tln'.v  w«'i«'  loolson*,  ycni  niijrlit  kji.v,  IhiI  tlicro  wan  no  in- 
jury  to  III*'  if|ii'iMliii-tiv«-  iti';;aiis  Mt'||i«>  iiialrs  tlri\ m.  I  am  satistiitl 
llic*  lialivrs  wniiltl  liaM-  llulircti  it  MIhI  s|m)|\«-ii  Io  tlir  4  iuvrriiliu'llt. 
a};«>Mts  alHiiil  it  il'wcliail  tiVfrlonUiMl  tlic  lart.  M.v  atlriilinn  was  iirxrr 
ctillrtl  to  aii>  lliiii;;ot'  this  kind,  and  in  all  ni>  rxp*  rinirr  I  iirvn-  lii-ard 
f)i'  a  male  hriii;;;  mi  injiiKMl.  l-'.\t'n  il'  a  male  wcr**  diivrti  dimm'  a  da,\  tor 
tni  Hiirt  rssivf  da.Ns,  I  am  t-ntain  that  such  di'i\iii;,'  wmild  not  impair 
his  I'lltill'f  iisrt'iiilit'ss  as  a  |ao;;<'iiitoi'  of  his  s|M>«'i<'S. 

I  am  of  th«'  opinion  that  all  Uillin;;  of  seals  in  tin- 
watft' shoiihl  Im-  picM>ntrt|.  Iiolh  in  Ih-iin^r  S<>a  ami  the 
North  I'arilir,  iMTansr  thfsrals  t liiis  killctl  arc  slaii;>li 
tcicd  without  discrimination  as  to  ai^c  or  sex.  Incase 
siicli  Killing;  la- prcvcntcil  in  the  water,  sn<-h  leuulatioiis 
can  be  enlorced  upon  the  inlands  that  the  rribilot'  seal  liei*|  uill  yield 
a  sii|>pl,v  of  skins  tor  an  iialelinile  p«'iiud  without  rediicin<;  the  si/e  of 
the  IickI.  If,  however,  the  killing  of  seals  in  the  water  is  not  pre- 
vented, all  cah'ulatioiis  look  in;:  toward  the  preser\atioii  of  I  hem  on  the 
islamls  l>y  the  (ioveiriment  and  the  lessees  will  he  of  no  avail,  ami  the 
Alaska  seal  will  he  extei  niinat«'d.  As  seals  sue  found  in  lar;;e  niimhers 
ovei'  ItMt  niiles  from  the  islands  diiriii;;'  the  entire  siisu 
nier,  a, /one  ■'{(►  or  10  miles  ahout  the  islands  in  which 
open  sea  sealin;^  were  prevented,  if  such  could  Im'  done,  would  la;  of 
comparatively  little  jtroteciion  to  seal  life. 

(lico.  \Vai{I>aian. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  iK'fore  '  .e,  a  n(»lary  pui)Iic  in  and  fur  the 
District  of  Columbia,  this  lOtii  day  of  Ainil,  is'.ii'. 

TiiAS.  li.  IIir(;iii;s, 

]\'ot(iry  J'lihlic. 


Deposition  of  Dunivl  Welmtrr,  of/ettt  of  leasccH  on  St.  (tcorf/t  IsUiiid. 

MANA(iEMENT   AND  HA  HITS. 


ST.  OKOUdK  fSLAM),  J'rihilof  aroup,  ALASKA,  U.  S.  A.,  ss: 

J)auiel  Webster,  beiiiff  duly  sworn,  (U^poses  and  says:  I  am  <U)  years 
of  a^io,  and  am  a  resid»'iitof  Oakland,  ( 'al.;  my  ()c<'iipation  is  that  of  Io<-al 
agent  for  the  North  American  ( 'ommei'cial  ()omi)any,  and  at  present  1  am 
8tatione<l  on  St.  (jcor^re  island,  of  the  rribilof  (Iroiip, 
Ahiska.  lhavet)eeii  in  Alaskan  Matera every  year  but 
two  since  I  was  fiairteen  years  of  age.  I  lirst  went  to  r.ehrinj;-  Sea  in 
1845  on  a  whaling  voyage,  and  annually  visiteil  those  waters  in 
that  pursuit  until  ISti.S,  at  which  time  the  purchase  and  transfer  of 
Alaska  v.'as  mad<!  to  the  I'liite*!  States;  since  that  time  I  liaNebecn 
engaged  in  the  taking  of  fur  seals  for  their  skins.  In  ISTO  I  entered 
the  employ  of  the  lessees  of  the  I'ribilof  Islands  and  have  b"en  so  eii- 
g.iged  ever  since,  and  for  the  last  thirteen  years  have  been  the  coiii- 
l)any's  local  agent  on  St.  George  Island,  and  during  the  sealiug  season 
have,  a  partof  the  time,  gone  to  St.  Paul  Island  ami  took  charge  of  the 
killing  at  Northeast  I'oint,  which  is  known  to  be  the  largest  fur  seal 
rookery  in  the  world.  For  t(;n  years  prior  to  1878  1  resided  most  of  the 
tune  at  Northeast  Point,  having  landed  and  taken  seals  there  in  is(»,s. 
1  have  had  twenty-four  year.s' experience  in  the  fur-seal  industry  as  it 
exists  in  the  waters  of  the  North  Pacilie  and  Behring  Sea,  and  have 
made  a  very  careful  study  of  the  habits  aud  conditions  of  this  useful 
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uiiiuial.  Dnriiiff  tliis  period  it  lias  boon  my  duty  as  a  trusted  eniployd 
of  the  lessees  to  observe  and  re])<trt,  eaeli  year,  the  eoiidition  of  the 
rookerii'S.  INIy  instructions  were  exi)lieit  and  eui])liatie  to  never  per- 
mit, under  any  cireumstanees,  any  ]ua('tiees  to  obtain  that  would  result 
in  injury  to  the  herds.  Tliese  instructions  luxve  been  faithfully  earried 
out  by  myself  and  other  em])loyes  of  the  lessees  of  the  Islands,  and 
the  laws  and  rejiulations  jioverning  tln^  perpetuation  of  seal  life  have 
Ix-en  rigidly  enforced  by  all  the  Government  Agents  in  charge  of  the 
Islands. 

In  my  twenty-three  years'  experience  as  a  whaler  in  Behring  Sea  and 
the  Is'orth  Pacific,  during  which  time  I  visited  every 
^'"'"''"''  part  of  tlie  coast  surrounding  these  waters,  and  my 

.snbseciuent  twenty-four  years' experience  on  the  seal  islands  in  Berhing 
and  Okhotslv  seas,  1  have  never  known  or  heard  of  any 
AiaskiMis.i.ii.mds  piacc  wlicrc  the  xMaskan  fur  seals  breed  except  on  the 
rribuoti  droup  in  Uering  Sea.     Ihese  islands  are  iso- 
lated and  seem  to  iiossess  the  necessary  climatic  con- 
ditions to  make  them  the  favorite  breeding  gnmnds  of  the  Alaskan  fur 
seals,  and  it  is  here  they  congregate  di  "'ng  the  summer  montiis  of  eat-h 
year  to  bring  forth  ann  rear  their  yimng.    Leaving  the 
Migration.  islands  late  in  the  fall  or  in  early  winter,  on  account  of 

the  inclemency  of  tlie  weather  they  journey  southward  through  the 
])asses  of  the  Aleutian  Archipelago  to  the  coast  of  California,  Oregon, 
and  Washington,  and,  gradnally  working  their  way  back  to  JJering 
Sea,  they  again  come  up  on  the  rookeries  soon  after  the  ice  disapi)ears 
from  tlie  shores  of  the  islands;  and  my  observatiini  leads  me  to  believe 
that  they  select,  as  near  as  possible,  the  i)lace.«.  they  occupied  the  year 
befoie.  The  ycmng  seals  are  born  on  the  breeding 
^'"'"''  rookeries  in  June  and  July.    The  head  constitutes  the 

greater  ])art  of  this  animal  at  this  time,  and  they  are  clumsy  and  awk- 
ward in  all  tiieir  movements,  and  if  swept  into  the  water  by  acrident 
(>!•  otherwise  wonld  perish  from  iiial>ility  to  swim — a  fact  that  I  have 
often  observed,  and  one  wiiich  is  well  known  to  all  who  have  ])aid  any 
attention  to   the  subject.      Practically  they  remaiu  in  this  helpless 
ctnidition,  though  taking  on  fat  rapidly,  until  they  are  from  (5  to  7 
weeks  old,  when  they  coiiimence  to  go  into  the  shal- 
''''"""""""'"'"•  low  water,  and,  alter  repeated  trials,  learn  to  swim; 
l»nt  even  then  they  spend  most  of  their  time  on  land  until  they  leave 
the  islands  late  in  November.    During  the  first  few  weeks  after  their 
birth  they  are  not  amjihibious,  and  land  is  a  necessity  to  their  exist- 
ence.   The  mother  seals  go  (uit  to  sea  to  feed  soon  after 
giving  birth  t(»  their  young,  and  return  at  intervals  ot 
from  a  few  hours  to  several  days  to  suckle  and  uonrish  their  young. 

The  mother  seal  readily  distinguishes  her  own  ottspring  from  that  of 
others,  nor  will  sin-  jieriiiit  the  young  of  any  other  .seal  to  suckle  her. 
I  have  noticed  in  the  killing  of  young  seals  (pups)  for  food,  in  Novem- 
ber, that  their  stomachs  were  full  of  milk,  although  apparently  the 
mothers  had  not  been  on  the  islands  for  several  days  previous.  I  have 
observed  that  the  male  seals  taken  in  the  foi>'])art  of  the  season,  or 
within  a  few  days  afti'r  their  arrival  at  the  islands,  are  fat  and  their 
stomachs  contain  quantities  of  undigested  tish  (mostly  cod),  while  the 
st(»niaclis  of  those  killed  in  the  latter  part  of  tlie  season  are  empty; 
and  they  diniiiiish  in  Hesli  niiiil  they  leave  the  islands  late  in  the  season. 
1  am  of  the  oi)ini<in  that  while  the  female  often  goes 
i»ium^»"brioJIa  '^"^"  '*^"f^  distauccs  to  iWi\  while  giving  nourishment  to  her 
young,  the  male  seals  of  two  years  old  aiid  over  seldom, 
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ff  ever,  leave  the  islands  tor  that  pnrixisc  until  they  start  on  tlicir 
migration  southward.  W'iicn  the  seals  are  on  the  breedinjr  j;n»iinds 
they  are  nttt  easily  t'rifjiitened  unl(^ss  they  are  too  nearly  a]»proached, 
and  even  tiien  th(\v  will  {?o  but  a  short  distance  ii"  the  c-ause  <»!'  tlieii' 
fri;iht  beeoines  stationary. 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  with  any  sort  of  aeeuracy  tlie  iMunber  ol' 
seals  on  the  Pribilol'  Islands,  because  of  thf  f-eals  beinj; 
constantly  in  motion,  and  because  the  breedinji'  fjrounds   ,„;,t,  mmiiM  r  ..i  s.^is 
are  so  covered  with  broken  rocks  of  all  sizes  that  the  ""  i"'""*'"- 
density  varies.     I  thiidc  all  estimates  heret(»fore  made  are  unreliable, 
and  in  the  case  of  h^lliot  and  others  who  ha  ve  endeavored  to  make  a 
census  of  seal  life,  the  numbers  are.  in  my  oi>inion,  exauyeratiMl.     INIcas- 
urements  of  the  brciedinji'  grounds,  however,  show  an  increase  ux  de- 
crease of  the  numl)er  of  seals,  because  the  harems  are  always  crtnvded 
tojiether  as  closely  as  the  nature  of  the  <i"i'ound  and  temper  of  the  old 
bulls  will  permit.     My  obsei'vation  has  been  that  there  was  an  expan 
sion  of  the  rookiuies  from  LSTO  up  to  at  least  IS7!), 
which  fact  I  a.iiibute  to  the  careful  mana.ucmcMt  of  the  ..h'^'sK'^Vmo'isti^ 
Islands  by  the  United  States  (Jo\-ernment.     In  the  year 
18S0  I  thought  1  began  to  notice  a  falling  olf  from  the  year  previcuis  of 
the  iiund»er  of  seals  on  Northeast   Point  rookeiy,  but 
this  decrease  was  so  very  slight  that  jtrobably  it  would    isV.'. ''"""'  ""'''''' '" 
not  have  been  observ«Ml  by  one  less  familiar  Avitli  seal 
life  aiul  its  conditions  than  I;  but  1  could  not  discover  or  learn  that  it 
showed  itself  on  any  of  the  other  rookeries.     In  IHSt 
and  188.")  I  notice<l  a  decrease,  and  it  became  so  marked   |^^V"'   '"   "'^'^^  '""' 
in    188(5   that  everyone  on   the  islands  saw   it.     This 
marked  decrease  in  188(»  showed  itself  on   all  the  rookeries  on  both 
islands. 

Until  1887  or  1888,  liowev<'r,  the  <lecrease  was  not  f'lt  in  obtaining 
skins,  at  which  time  the  standard  was  htwered  from  (5 
and  7  i)ound  skins  to  a  and  \\  pounds.  Tli(>  hauling 
grounds  <»f  Northeast  Point  kept  \\\^  the  standard 
longer  than  the  oth«'r  rookeries,  because,  as  I  believe,  the  latter  I'ook- 
eiies  had  felt  the  drain  of  o]>en-si\»  se;ding  during  I881  and  ISS'J  more 
than  Northeast  Point,  the  cows  frou)  the  othei'  rookeries  having  gone 
to  the  southward  to  feed,  where  the  majority  of  the  sealing  schooners 
wei'<'  engaged  in  taking  scid.  There  was  never  while  I 
have  been  upon  the  Islands  any  scarcity  of  vigorous 
bulls,  there  always  Iteing  a  sullicientnumlter  to  fertili/.e  all  thc^  cows  com- 
ing to  the  Islands.  It  was  always  borne  in  miml  l>y  those  (Ui  tlu'  Islands 
that  a  sufficient  numl>er  of  males  nuist  be  lucservetl  for  bri'eding  ])ur- 
]»oses,  ami  thisaccounts  partly  for  th«^  lowering  of  tlu'.  standard  weight 
of  skins  in  18SS.  The  season  of  18*.H  showed  that  male  seals  had  ceitainly 
been  in  sul'licient  number  the  year  before,  because  the  pups  on  the 
rookeries  were  as  many  as  should  be  lor  the  nund)er  of  cows  landing, 
the  ratio  being  the  same  as  in  former  years.  Then,  too,  there  was  a 
surplus  of  vigorous  bulls  in  18'.H  who  could  obtain  no 
cows.  ICvery  care  is  taken  in  driving  the  seals  IV(»m  tlu^  riMni;. 
hauling  to  the  killing  grounds,  ami,  during  tin-  regular  killing  season  of 
-luiu'  and  duly,  there  are  no  females  driven  because,  at  this  season,  they 
a  re  on  the  breeding  rookeries  and  do  not  intermingle  with  the  ycumg  males. 
If  ocitasionally  one  does  happen  to  be  in  the  (Irive  great  care  is  taken 
not  to  injure  her;  the  law  prohibiting  the  killing  of  the  female  seal  is 
well  understood  by  the  natives,  and  they  are  thoroughly  in  symi»athy 
with  it.     Even  were  I  to  re(iuest  them  to  kill  a  female  seal  they  would 
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rrJ'iisc  to  do  it,  and  would  iiiimcdiatoly  rejiort  me  to  the  Goveriimout 

Agent.     J  have  known  an  oecasiomd  one  to  be  killed  by 

jeniaios  uiuoii only  jiccidcint  (liiiini?  tlie  food  drives  late  in  the  season  when 

the   males    and    lemales  intermingle  on  the  liaiilnig 

grounds,  but  the  clubber  was  always  severely  rebuked  by  the  chief  for 

liis  carelessness  as  well  as  by  the  (lovi'rnment  and  Company  Ollicers. 

My  observation  is  that  the  nund)er  of  female  seals  killed  on  tlie 
Islands  from  all  causes  is  too  insignificantly  small  to  be  noticed.     The 

h)iig('st  drives  made  on  tSt.  George  Island  are  from 

'"  Starry  Ateel  "  and  "dreat  hastern"  rookeries,  and 
they  ar<' less  than  ;i  miles  long.  Drives  from  these  rookeries  reijuire 
from  four  to  six  hours,  according  to  the  weather.  At  Zapadnie  rook- 
ery, on  St.  George,  the  drive  to  the  killing  grounds  is  less  than  a  mile, 
the  seals  are  now  being  killed  therc^  instead  of  being  driven  across  the 
Island  as  they  were  j)rior  to  1S78,  when  it  took  three  days  to  make  the 
j(»urney.  There  is  now  a  salt  house  at  Zapadnie,  at  which  the  skins  are 
salted  as  soon  as  taken.  The  killing  grounds  (m  both  Islands  are  all 
situated  within  a  very  short  distance  from  the  shore,  and  seals  not  suit- 
able to  be  killed,  or  that  are  turned  out  lor  any  cause,  immediately  go 
into  the  water,  and,  after  sporting  around  for  an  hour  or  two,  they  re- 
turn to  the  hauling  grounds,  and  to  all  a|>i)earances  they  are  as  uncon- 
cerned and  careless  of  the  presence  of  man  as  they  were  before  they 
were  driven  to  the  killinggrounds,  1  have  oft<!n  observed  that  the  seals 
when  on  tlie  Islan<ls  do  not  take  frigliteasilyatthepres- 
seai's"" "'^^'"'  °*^  "'"  Giice  of  man;  and  the  natives  go  among  them  with  im- 
punity. They  will  go  into  a  herd  of  seals  on  the  haul- 
ing grounds  and  quietly  sei)arate  them  into  as  many  divisions  and  sub- 
divisions as  is  necessarybefore  driving  them  to  the  killing  grounds.  At 
the  killing  grounds  they  are  again  divided  into  bunches  or  "pods"  of 
twenty  or  thirty  each  more  readily  than  the  same  number  of  domestic 
animals  could  be  handled  under  the  same  circumstances. 

The  bulls  on  the  rookeries  will  not  only  stand  their  ground  against 
tlie  api)roach  of  man,  but  will  become  the  aggressors  if  disturbed. 
rui)s  are  tame  and  very  i)layful  when  young,  and,  previous  to  LS'.H, 
when  it  was  the  practice  to  kill  three  or  four  tlumsand  lor  natives'  food 
in  November,  thousands  of  them  were  pickful  up  and  handled  to  deter- 
mine the  sex,  for  only  the  males  were  allowed  to  be  killed.  Hair  seal 
and  sea  lions  haul  out  on  the  Islands  and  are  seldom  disturbed,  yet 
they  will  plunge  into  the -water  at  once  should  they  discover  anyone 
upon  their  rookeries,  but  it  is  not  so  with  the  fur-seal.  They  seem  at 
home  on  the  rookeries  and  hauling  grounds,  and  they  show  a  degree  of 
domestication  seldom  found  among  similar  animals.  At  Northeast 
ucdiictiimof  luiigth  Point  rookery  on  St.  Paul  Island  the  longest  drive  is 
"''''■■i^"*-  2  miles.    In  former  times  the  liussians  used  to  drive 

from  this  rookery  to  St.  I'aul  village,  a  distance  of  llii  miles.  Seals 
turned  away  fr(»m  the  killinggrounds  return  to  the  rookery  iivmi  which 
they  were  clriven,  therefore  a  male  seal  is  not  redriven  day  after  day, 
because  a  hauling  grouml  is  always  given  several  days  rest  before  being 
No  iii.juiy  iioiii  lu.  <lriven  from  again.  I  never  saw  or  heard  of  the  gen- 
'i''\ins-  erative  organs  of  a  male  seal  being  injured  by  driving 

or  by  redriving,  and  if  such  a  thing  had  taken  place,  even  in  excep- 
tional cases,  the  natives  would  have  noticed  and  reported  it,  which 
they  never  did.  I  have  seen  a  seal's  Hippers  made  sore  by  driving,  but 
I  never  saw  one  that  was  seriously  injured  l)y  driving.  I  do  n<>t  belic^ve 
that  a  male  seal's  powers  of  reproductiou  were  ever  affected  by  driving 
or  redriving. 
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The  bulls  inaiiitiiiii  their  positions  on  tlio  rookeries  from  the  time 
they  arrive  till  the  eows  vmuw  by  most  bloody  biittles,  and  after  the 
cows  commence  arriving  they  are  (continually  <'ontendiii^  for  their  pos- 
sessious.  During  these  conflicts  they  are  often  seriously  wounded,  and 
their  exertions  are  far  more  violent  than  any  eflbrt  made  by  a  young 
male  during  a  "drive."  Then,  too,  the  male  seal  must  have  great  vi- 
tality to  remain  on  the  rookeries  for  three  months  without  eating  or 
drinking  and  Avith  very  little  slee]».  In  spite  of  this  drain  on  his  vital 
force  he  is  able  to  fertilize  all  the  cows  which  he  can  get  possession  of, 
and  a  barren  <'o\v  is  a  rarity.  1  believe  that  a  bull  can  serve  one  hun- 
dred or  more  cows,  and  it  is  an  absurdity  to  thiidc  that 
an  animal  possessing  such  remarkable  vigor  could  be 
made  impotent  by  being  driven  ur  redriven  when  a  "  Uachelor."  An 
impotent  bull  would  have  neither  the  inclination  or  vigor  to  maintain 
himself  on  the  rookeries  against  the  fierce  and  vigor<uis  ]>ossessors  of 
harems.  The  only  bulls  hauling  uj)  away  from  the  breeding  rookcirics 
arc  those  whoso  extreme  old  age  and  long  service  have  nuide  them  impo- 
tent and  useless,  and  1  have  never  seen  or  heard  tell  of  anything  that 
would  make  an  exeei»tiou  to  tiiis  rule.  The  methods 
employed  in  taking  the  skins  are,  in  my  opinion,  the  ^'  "^' 
best  tiiatcau  be  adopted.  The  killing  grounds  ans  situated  as  near  the 
rookeries  and  hauling  grounds  as  is  possible  without  having  the  bleed- 
ers or  bachelors  disturbed  by  the  smell  of  blood  or  putrefaction,  and 
most  stringent  regulations  have  always  been  enforced  to  prevent  dis- 
turbing or  frightening  the  breeding  seals. 

I  am  convinced  that  if  open-sea  sealing  had  never  been  indulged  in 
to  the  extent  it  has  since  188;>  or  perhaps  a  year  or  two 
earlier,  100,000  male  skins  could  have  been  taken  an-  by';Xgk'"iX\""'^ 
nually  forever  from  the  Pribilof  Islands  without  de- 
creasing the  seal  herd  below  its  normal  size  and  condition.  The  cause 
of  the  decrease  which  has  taken  place  can  be  accounted  for  only  by 
open-sea  sealing;  for,  until  that  means  of  destruction  to  seal  life  grew 
to  be  of  such  proportions  as  to  alarm  those  interested  in  tlie  seals,  the 
seal  herd  increased,  and  since  that  time  tlie  decrease  of  tiie  number 
of  seals  has  been  proportionate  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  those 
engaged  in  open-sea  sealing.  The  majority  of  seals  killed  in  the  water 
are  females,  and  all  the  females  killed  in  iJehring  Sea  are  mothers  who 
have  left  their  ]»ups  on  the  rookeries  and  gone  some  distance  from  the 
Islaiuls  in  search  of  food.  The  <lcath  of  every  such  nu)tiier  seal  at  sea 
means  the  death  of  her  pup  on  shore,  because  it  is  absolutely  and  en- 
tirely dependent  on  iicr  for  its  daily  sustenance.  I 
never  heard  of  any  disease  among  the  seal  herd,  nor  of  nis'-iir .''''''''''''''' '  "* 
an  epi<lemic  of  any  sort  or  at  any  time  in  the  history 
of  the  Islands.  1  do  not  remember  the  i)rccise  date  of  the  tirst  su(!<!ess- 
I'ul  raid  upon  the  rookeries  by  sealing  schooiu-rs,  l)ut  I 
do  know  that  for  the  past  ten  years  there  have  been 
miiny  such  raids  attem])t(!d,  and  a  few  of  them  successfully  carried  out. 
and  that  as  the  number  of  sciiooneis  increased  around  the  Islands,  the 
attemi)tetl  raids  increased  in  proportion,  and  it  has  been  deemed  neces- 
sary to  keep  arnuMl  guanls  near  the  rookeries  to  repel  siu'h  attacks. 
Although  a  few  of  the  raids  were  successful,  and  a  few  hundred  seals 
killed  and  carried  off,  from  time  to  tinu>  during  the  i)ast  ten  years,  tlui 
aggregate  of  all  the  seals  thus  destroyed  is  too  small  to  be  mention<'d 
when  considering  the  (cause  of  the  sudden  decline  of  seal  life  on  the 
Pribilof  Islands. 

Tweutyfour  years  of  my  life  have  been  devoted  to  the  sealing  iu^ 
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(lust ry  in  all  of  its  detiiiis  asit  is  pursued  u|><>MtlH>.  I'lihilol' Islands,  and 

it  is  but  natural  thai   I  should  Itccoinc  deeply  interest(Ml  in  the  sulijeet 

,    ,^„„    of  seal  life.     My  experiene«'  has  been  i)raetieal  railu'r 

than  theoretical.  I  have  seen  tiuMierds  ;^row  and  niiu- 
ti])ly  under  careful  inana<;(Mnent  until  their  nund)ei-s  were  niiilioiis,  as 

was  the  <yise  in  ISSO,  From  1.HSI  to  Mill  I  saw  their 
to'isiii' '""  '^"""  "^'^'   ""i"l"'i>'  deeline,  under  the  sanu^  eari'ful  ujanaj^iMueid, 

until  in  the  latter  year  there  was  not  ni(U'<'.  than  one- 
fourth  of  their  nunilters  eoinin}>'  to  the  Islands.     In  my  Jud;;nient  ther(^ 

is  but  one  eause  for  that  deelin(>  and  tlie  ])resent  <^on- 
pri!,Kir'r«iiMK"l'N^^      <''<'<"'  •>*"  ^'x'  looUeries,  and   that  is  the  shotj;un  and 

I'ille  of  the  pela;{ie  hunter,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  if 
the  lessees  had  not  taken  a  seal  on  the  Islands  for  the  last  ten  yeais  we 
AVould  still  fln<l  the  breeding'  grounds  in  about  th(>  same  conditiun  as 
they  are  to-«lay,  so  destruetive  to  seal  life  ai'e   the  methods  adopt<'<l  by 

these  hunters.     J   believe  thi^  nund)er  tiu'y  secure  is 

small  as  compared  with  the  nundier  they  destroy.  Were 
it  males  only  that  they  killed  the  damajif  would  i»e  tempoiary, but  it  is 
mostly  females  that  they  kill  in  the  ojh'u  wateis,  and  it  is  plain  to  any- 
one familiar  with  this  animal  that  ext<M-mination  must  soon  follow  un- 
less stunc  restrictive  measures  are  adopte<l  without  delay. 

N.   li. — The  foreji'oinji'  is  substantially  the   sanu'  statenu'ut  that   I 
siiitniK-iit,    f,.  111.'  Juade  to  the  commissioners  who  visited  the  islands  in 

coiiiini.iHiiiiii'rH  in  181)1.     1891. 

J)ANIKL    WKUSTKli. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  tc  before  me,  an  olVicer  empowered  to  admin- 
ister oaths  under  s(>ction  11>7<I,  lvevis«'d  Statutes  (»f  the  United  States, 
ou  this  the  11th  day  of  June,  1S1(13,  at  St.  (leor^'e  island,  Alaska, 

Wm.  II.  Williams, 
Treasuri/  A<jcnl  in  ch<(i(/c  of  iSatl  IsUntds. 


Wa»tr  oI'liTo. 
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I'KI-A<iI(;   SKALING. 


•,X|HI  ICIIIC, 


District  of  Oolttmiua, 

(,'////  of   \V<(iiliin(ffon,  kh: 

Cliarles  A.  Abln^y,  beiii^'  duly  sworn,  dei)osos  and  says:  [  am  r»l 
years  oi'  a^'e,  and  am  (captain    in   tlie    h'eveniK'  Marine 
of  llio  (Ini(e<l  Slates,  and  liav<'  l>een  in  the  service  I'oi- 
nearly  (weiityi'ij^lit  years.     I^'rom  .hme,  1S.S(),  until  the  lat(<'i'  part  of 
Aiiiiiist,  1S8(!,  I  was  in  eharj:*'  of  the  revenue  st<'amer 
<  orinii,  i'luisinj;'  in  Iseriiif''  Soa  tor  the])iirpose  of  pro- 
l.'cliiiu'  seal  life,  the  fur  seal  indnstry,  and  the  (Jovernnienl  inh'resfs  in 
Alaska  jfenerally.     On  .Mine   10,  I8.S(»,  I  left  the  <'(»liinil)ia   Itiver,  ))ro 
ceedinfj'  to  IJnalaska,  and  tlnMiee  on  the  L'Tlh  day  of  .liine  into  iti'iinj; 
Sea,  my  destination  beiiijj   the   I'rihilof,  or  Seal,  Islands.     Soon  after 
leavinji'  Unalaska  w(^  heyaii  to  see  seals  in  the  water  about  the  steamer. 
Within  seven  hours  after  leaviiij;-  I'lialasUa  I  sijihted 
the  schooner  tSirna,  of  and  from  San    !"'rancisci>,  with 


Sierni.  ISKtl. 


her  boats  out  sealinj;-,  in  latitude  i'>V^  20'  north,  lonffitude  H!(P  IW  west. 

IJelbre  1  could  overhaul  hor  hei'  boats  were  called  in  and  all  evidences 

of  sealinj;'  were  out  of  aij^lit.     There  were  seal  skins  in  lu'r  hold,  but  as 

there  was  no  evidence  tliat  any  had  been   taken  in   IJeriii;;  Sea,  I  dis. 

aiiiie<l  her,  she,  beinj;'  without  a  permit  for  use  of  arms  and  ammuni. 

tion,  and  let  her  ^-o.     The  next  niornin;;  si;;hted  the 

schooner  67///  of  San  JUvi/o,  of  San  lM-aiicis<-o,  in  lati-    „«;;.''' "-^  '"'"  "'"'•'"' 

tude  rt'to  r>2'   north,  loii<iitude  lOS'^  2~>'  west.     As  slu^ 

also  had  no  permit  for  arms  and  ammunition,  I  disarmed  her. 

I  then  called  at  the  I'ribilof  Islands  and  cruised  about  tliem  for 
some  days  withiuit  seeiii^jf  !'">'  vessels  of  any  kind.  On  the  .'Jd  day  of 
July  cruised  northward,  iclurniii};  to  St.  i'aiil  on  the  lOth;  it  was  very 
(lillicult  to  find  tlu!  island  ix'caiise  of  the  dense  foff.  On  the  l.'Uh  went 
south   and   west.      I'eached   Atka   Island  (»n   the   loth;    thence    went 


Sail     I)if/n    Hci/.icl, 

IHHC. 


eastcM'ly  along  the  Aleutian  Islands.   On  the  17th  seized 

the  schooner  Sdti  Ificf/o,  of  and  from  San  Francisco,  in 

latitude  oP  4'  north  and  longitude  HU'P  4(!'  west.    She 

had  r»77  seal  skins  on  board,  and  the  captain  confessed  to  having  taken 

seals  in  Bering  Soa.     I  took  lu'r  into  IJnalaska  that  night. 

On  the  L'(!th  of  .Inly  I  was  again  off  St,  Paul  lslan<l,  and  the  agent  of 
the  Alaska  (Jommercial(3(»mpany  came  on  board  and 
informed  me  the  sealing  season  on  the  island  was  ended, 
and  the  day  before  tire  agent  at  St.  (leorge  Island  had 
informed  me  of  the  same  fact  in  relation  to  that  island.     On  August  1st 
I  seized  a  boat  containin  g  three  men  and  eight  dead  seals.     Proceeding 
sontheasterlv,  seized  another  boat  with  nien  and  several     ™,     ,       .    ,  ,„^„ 
dead  seals  on  board.    Seized  the  schooner  Thornton,  ot 
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1111(1  from  Victoria,  liiitisli  Colmnbia,  in  liilitiulc,  Tj.T^  4r)'  nortli  and  lon- 

;;itii(lc  HiH^  li")'  \v<\st.     The  two  boats  seized  bcloiijied  to  tlu^  Tlinnitou. 

Tho  same,  eveiiinj;'  seized  the  schooner  (htroleiut,  of  Vie- 

o«r«i«»fl»«i/e.iiK8c.  ^^^j.j.j^   Hritish  (Jobunbia,  in  about  tlio  same   loeabty. 

Half  an  hour  latcsr  s<'ized  four  boats  belonj^in^  to  the  Carolena  with  dead 
„,  ...  ,       ,      ,„„„  seals  on  board.     That  niyht  sitoke  schooner  Tirilif/lit, 

sealiny,  but  the  captain  stated  they  had  taken  no  seals 
in  Hering  Sea,  and  on  account  of  the  S(!hooner8  I  bad  in  tow  1  was 
unable  to  overhaul  her. 

The  next  niornin^i'  at  '1:10  sighted  a  schooner,  evidently  a  sealer,  but 
was  unable  to  i)ursuei  her,  owinf;to  tiu$  fact  of  having  the  Thornton  and 
Carolena  in  tow.     At  4:10  a.  ni.  spoke  thei  schooner  Omh"«>7/,  of  Vic- 
toria, Uritish  ('olunibia,  in  latitude  o.")^  10'  north  and 
Onwordsoizud,  1880.  lou^jitude  l(!7o    10'  wcst.     The  master  acknowledged 

he  liad  been  sealin*;'  in  Borin}''  Sea.  l>oardin}»her  and 
lindinf>'  seal  skins  and  unskinned  dead  seals  on  board,  1  seiz(!(l  hei  an<l 
took  her  also  in  tow.  At  7:20  u.  m.  si}>hted  another  schooner,  but  she 
lied,  and  outsailed  us.  At  11  a.  m.,  sif-hted  a  schooner  undei'  sliortened 
sail.     She  at  once  chauftcd  her  course  aiul  made  aP  sail  southeast  and 

escajied.  Reached  Unalaska  that  nij,'it.  The  TliorntoH 
188(1.""''""*  *'''^""''  bad  on  board  four  ritles  and  six  sliotfjuns;  the  Onuard, 

one  rilie  and  thirteen  sliotjiuns;  the  C'arolena,  four 
rilles,  one  musket,  aiul  live  shotguns.     Altogether,  tbe  vessels  I  seized 

had  over  2,000  seal  skins.     My  orders  made  no  dis- 

skiii.^  si'izod.  tinction  as  to  seizing  English  or  American  vessels,  and 

each  vessel  seized  received  the  sanu;  treatment  without  relation  to  the 

nationality  of  its   crew  or  owner.    Fogs  are  almost 

constant  in  Bering  Sea  in  the  summer  time.  During 
the  lifty-eight  days  1  cruised  in  tliot-e  waters  fifty-ibur  days  were  foggy 
or  rainy,  the  other  four  days  being  ])artly  cleai'.  On  this  account  it  is 
most  dillicult  to  seize  vessels  in  Bering  Sea.  The  reports  of  the  guns 
of  the  hunters  might  often  be  heard  when  no  vessel  could  be  seen. 

For  tifteen  or  twenty  days  at  a  time  T  did  not  see  the  sun,  and  never 
while  in  Berinjf  Sea  did  1  see  a  star,  the  night  being  contiiuuUly  over- 
cast or  foggy.  Our  position  was  in  nearly  all  cases  determined  by  dead 
reckoning  or  bearing  of  the  land.  The  following  statements  here  made, 
in  relation  to  open-sea  sealing  are  based  upon  my  own  observation,  and 
also  upon  information  I  received  from  conversations  with  forty  or  tifty 

men  engag'^d  in  oi)en-sea  sealing  in  IJering  Sea.  Tins. 
ana ou'tiTt"*'  *''"  "*'  averagesizeof  the  sealing  vessels  is  fiom  25  to  50  tons, 

and  tlie  luunbi'r  of  the  crew  varies  from  10  to  20  or 
25.  A  vessel  is  litted  out  with  about  4  to  0  boats,  or  G  or  8  canoes. 
The  white  hunters  used  either  a  Winchester  ritie  or  a  double-barreled 
shotgun,  and  a  galf  with  a  shaft  4  or  5  feet  long.    The  Indians  use  a 

toggle-headed  spear,  with  a  shaft  7  or  8  feet  in  length. 

Each  boat  has  a  rower  and  ojie  or  two  hunters,  and  is 
also  provided  with  a  compass,  small  anunmt  of  i)rovisions,  ammunition 
locker,  seal  knives,  and  a  short  club.  The  boats,  on  being  lowered  from 
the  vessel,  provided  the  water  is  fairly  smooth,  go  toward  all  points  of 
the  conipass,  and  I  have  found  them  as  far  as  G  miles  from  the 
schooner. 

The  white  hunter  in  a  boat,  when  a  seal  appears  on  the  surface,  if 

within  50  yards,  tires  at  it.    If  killed  outright,  the  seal 

immediately  sinks,  and  the  boat  is  rowed  for  the  i)lace 
where  it  sank ;  but  I  do  not  think  they  recover  many  seals  thus  killed,  and 
every  sealer  stated  that  they  seldom  expected  to  get  a  seal  when  killed 
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outrif4lit.     It  is  almost  impraclicaltle  to  take  a  seal  in  the  water  unless 
it  is  wounded  so  that  it  is  stunned,  when  It  }>ocs  into  a  "Hurry,"  sind- 
lar  to  that  of  a  whale  when  wounded.     Tlu^  l)oat  then   liein<;  ])ulled 
alonfjside,   the  seal  is  jiallcfl  aial  draj^'ged  into  it.     The  skill  of  the 
hunlcu'has  a  {^reat  deal  to  do  with  the  number  of  seals  sciaired  of 
those  killed  or  wounded,  but  tlie  most  exjxut  does  not 
jiet  more  than  half  he  hits  atid  the  average  for  hunt-      i'™!""-"""  i""'- 
ers  in  general  would  b(^  about  tlir<u^  in  ten.     it  is  imi)ossibIe  to  distin- 
guish the  sex  of  a  seal  in  the  water,  unless  it  is  an  old  bull.     I  am  un- 
able to  state  anything  as  to  the  ]>roi)(u-tion  of  females  taken,  Imt  tiie 
seal-hunter  shoots  every  kind  of  sesil  he  sees.     In  my  opinion  ojyen  sea 
sealing  is  very  destructive,  and  iiidess  prohibited  will 
:'esult  in  the  externnnation  of  the  species  at  no  very  ^Jy"''"'"^'""  """'*■ 
distant  day.     1  also  believe  that  it  would  be  utterly 
useless  to  ])rotect  the  rookeries  on  the  seal  islands  and  not  protect  the 
seal  herd  while  in  Bering  Sea. 

C.  A.  Auni;v. 

Subscribed  ami  sworn  to  before  me  this  Sth  day  of  April,  1S!»L', 
[l.  s.]  SkvkllIin  a.  IJkow.n, 

Notary  Fiiblic  in  and  for  the  District  of  ('oluinbia,  if.  iV.  A. 
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Deposition  of  L.  (f.  Shepard,  captain  U.  S.  Revcnuo  Murine. 

PELAGIC   SEIZURE. 

?>iSTiucT  OF  Columbia, 

City  of  Washinytou,  as: 
L.  G.  Shepard,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am  45  yea  is 
of  age;  a  resi<lent  of  Washington,  1).  (J.,  and  am  c.up- 
tain  in  the  U.  S.  IJevenue  Marine  Service,  chief  of  divi- 
sion Heveuue  Marine,  Treasury  Department.  In  coiri- 
mand  of  the  r«',venue  steamer  liii.sh,  1  made  three  cruises 
to  Bering  Sea  in  the  years  1S87,  18SS,  ami  188!)  for 
the  purpose  of  enforcing  existing  law  for  protection  of  seal  lilie  in 
Alaska  and  the  waters  thereof,  and  also  to  protect  otlier  (Jovernment 
interests  in  Alaska.  Pursuant  to  orders  received  from  the  Treasury 
Dei)artment,  1  sailed  from  San  Francisco  Juiu^  4,  1887,  airiving  at  Tna- 
laska  on  the  15th  of  that  month.  On  the  18th  I  (;onnnence(l  cruising 
in  Bering  Sea.  I  hereby  append  to  and  nmke  a  part  of  this  atiidavit  a 
table,  marked  A,  giving  the  names  of  the  vessels  seized 

1  •        11      •  o  1  •!  •    1    A.-  ii         1  i.  ii  Seizure  of  vi-ssfiU. 

by  me  in  Bering  Sea  while  violating  the  law  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  the  taking  of  liir  bearing  animals  (all  these 
vessels  so  seized  were  unmistakably  engaged  in  sealing),  together  with 
the  date  of  the  seizure  in  each  (^ase,  the  nationality,  rig,  tonnage,  hail- 
ing port,  master,  and  managing  ow^ner  of  each  vessel,  the  longitude  and 
latitude  in  which  each  vessel  was  seized,  the  wiiit<',  men,  Iiulians,  and 
(Jhinamen  (m  board  at  the  time  of  seizure,  the  number 
of  sealskins  and  the  weap<m8  on  each  vessel.  In  the 
<;ases  of  the  Challcntfn,  Anna  Beck,  W.  P.  Snytcard, 
Dolphin,  Lilly  L.,  (ir'acc,  and  San  Jose  the  vessels  wei-o  5;"^  ,^^7.^''""'  '^■'"' 
towed  to  Unalaska,  and  their  sealskins  and  arms  were 
takei\  from  them,  and  they  were  sent  to  Sitka.  The  hen  4'</»»»»,'  Tiluie', 
Ellen,  Albert  Adams,  Annie,  Alptia,  and  the  Kate  and  ^j(;f^'j'^'jf  ^''"*  •""' 
Anna  were  disarmed  and  the  sealskins  taken  ou  board 
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the  Hush  iit  tin'  tiino  and  pliicc  of  scizuit^,  uihI  tlicy  too  \\or<^  sent  to  Sitka. 
All  these  vessels  leported  there,  except  the  I'JIIni  and  Sun  'hm\  j^oin^ 
to  Sun  [''raneiscD,  and  the  Albert  Athniis,  to  Victoria,  Hritish  ('olunihia. 
I  a^'ain  sailcil  IVoni  San  I'^raiicisco,  the;  .■{id  of  .Inly,  ISHS,  and  entered 
lierin};  8ca  abont  the  Kith  ot'th(>  sanuMnonth.  Owin^ 
to  the  larfjii  nniid)er  of  vessels  seized  in  1S,S7,  very  few 
sealing  vessels  entered  lU-riny'  Sea  to  take  seals  in  l.SSS,  and  I  made 
.  ,,,„^  no  seizures.  J  only  saw  two  vi'ssels  in  the  sea  dnrin;; 
that  season,  one  ot  which,  the  Jiunnto,  o\  \  ictorni, 
British  Oolmnhia,  was  en,naije(l  in  taUinj;  seal  at  the  time  we  sij-hted 
her,  which  was  Aniiiist  o,  in  latitude  "»4'^  lis"  ncu'th, 
lonfiitude  1({(P  W  west.  In  1SH1»  I  ayain  sailed  from 
San  Francisco  for  i>erin<;'  Sea  cm  ,lune  1,  and  arrived  at  I'nalaska 
.iune  1(5.  Ilepin  cruising  in  the  sea  eij-ht  days  later.  I  hereby  aj»- 
l>e.nd  to  and  make  a  ]>art  of  this  atlidavit  a  table  marked  IJ,  fjiving 
tlu'  names  of  tln-xt'ssels  s(>ized  by  nie  in  i'.ering  Sea  while  violatiiifj 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  taking  (»f  fur-bearing 
animals,  together  with  the  date  of  seizure,  nationality,  rig,  tonnage, 
hailing  port,  master,  managing  own<'r,  latitiule  and  longitude  in  which 
seized,  and  the  white  men  and  Indians  on  board  at  the  tinu>  of  seizure, 
the  number  of  sealskins  and  weapons  on  eaeh  vessel  seiz<'d.  In  nearly 
every  case  of  those  vessels  named  in  Table  l>,  they  ha<l  boats  out  eu- 
gage<l  in  sealing.  All  of  them  were  ordered  to  go  to  Sitka,  but  noiu'  ot 
them  reported  there,  all  goingto  their  home  ports.  The  lilach-  hhtmoml, 
the  Minnie,  and  the  iV//A/(;u/cr  were  each  jdaced  in 
charge  of  a  special  United  States  ollit'cr,  who  ])r(»tested 
in  vain  against  the  noncompliance  with  the  instruc- 
tions given  t<)  proceed  to  Sitka.  The  Minnie  in  si)ite 
of  the  ollicer  on  board  continued  sailing  in  IJering  Sea 
unt  il  August  17,  and  secured  during  that  time  -ITS  sealskins. 

1  hereby  ai>peud  to  and  mak(^  part  of  this  atlidavit  the  number  and 
names  of  vessels  titted  out  for  sealing  boarded  ami  ex- 

Kci/.iiri'H  III  ISk!).  -11  •        i>       •  i^<  il  i.  i.'    *  I       1 

amined  by  nu' in  Ilering  S»'a  or  the  waters  or  Alaska 
Territory  during  tlu'  sealing  season  of  ISS!),  togetlu'r  with  the  date  <tf 
such  l»oarding.  nationality  of  the  vessel,  rig,  tonnage,  hailing  p()rt, 
niaster,  owner,  latitude  ami  huigitude,  white  men  and  Indians  on  board, 
seal  skins  and  weapcuis  found.  The  last  three <'oIumns  of  sai<l  table  are 
incomi>lete,  from  the  factthat  the  otlieers boarding  failed  to  get  detinite 
statiMuents  on  these  jmints.  They  wer(^  not  seized,  because  evidence 
was  wanting  as  to  their  having  actually  scaled  in  Bering  Sea.  During 
these  three  years  I  h.id  frequent  conversations  with  tlu^  masters  and 
crew^s  of  sealing  vessels  in  relation  to  open-sea  sealing.  From  these 
conversations,  and  also  from  my  own  observati(tns,  1  make  the  follow- 
ing statement  in  relation  to  pelagic  scaling:  The  wea])ons  used  by  seal 
hunters  are  ritles,  shotguns,  and  spears.  The  Indians 
us(!  spears,  and  a  canoe  <'ontains  two  Indnins,  the  lore- 
most  thus  armed.  Tlu'  white  hunters  use  ])rineii)ally  shotguns,  but  in 
some  cases  the  ritle.  A  boat  contains  a  hunter  and  a  rower  and  a 
steerer.  Whenever  a  seal  ecunes  within  gunshot  range,  the  white 
hunter  tires  at  it.  If  killed  ontright,  the  seal  sinks  almost  immediately 
and  in  nearly  every  vnse  is  lost.  When  ho  wounded 
that  it  is  unable  to  dive,  it  goes  into  a  "  tlurry,"  and 
the  boat  being  pulled  up  rai)idly,  it  is  galled  and  dragged  (m  board.  The 
gatV  used  by  seal  hunters  is  about  5  feet  in  length. 

It  is  very  hard  to  estimate  the  number  lost  of  those  shot,  but  T  should 
judge  an  expert  hunter  would  lose  certainly  from  40 
to  GO  per  cent,  and  a  hunter  not  i)articulariy  expert 
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would  lose  from  SO  to  sr)  piTcont.    1  cxiiiiiiiKMl  tlut  skins  tiikcii  from  senl- 
ill"  \t'ss<'lss»'i/.«'<l  ill  ISSTiiiid  18.S!>,  (»v('r  lli,(MK»sUiiis,  and 
of  tlit'S(.  at  least  two-tliirds  or  tliive-lourtlis  wciv   the   n.K'k','"'"''''"' ^"^ 
skins  of  females.     Of  the  females  taken  in  the  I'aeilie 
Oeean,  and  early  in  tiic  season  in  IJeriiiy'  Sea.  nearly  all  ar«'  heavy  with 
yonnj'',  and  the  death  of  the  female  neeessarily  (laust's  the  death  of  the 
unltoin  |m|>  seal:  in  fact,  I  have  seen  on  nearly  every  vessel  seized  tlie 
]Hdls  of  unborn   pups,  which   had  been  taken   from  their  mothers.     Of 
the  females  taken  in  Meriiij;'  Sea  nearly  all  are  in  milk,  and  I  have  seen 
the  milk  e(Mne  from  the  carcasses  of  dead  females  lyin^  on  the  decksof 
sealing;  vessels  which   wei'c  more    than    !<)(►  miles   fioin    the    i'libilof 
Islands.     l>'rom  this  fact,  ami  from  the,  further  fact  that  I  have  seen 
seals  in     the  water  over   loO  miles  fiom   tlio  islands 
during'  the  summer,  I  am  eonvinc«>d  that  the  fcnnde, 
after  {jivinji  birth  to  her  yoiinj'' on  the  rookeries,  ptes 
at  least  l."»(>  miles,  in  manyt-ases,  from  the  islands  in  seaich  of  food.     It 
is  impossible  to  distin,<;'uish  a  male  from  a  female  seal 
in  the  water,  except   in   tlu^  ease  of  a  very  old  bull 
when  his  si '-c  distinj;uishes  him.     Therefore  open-sea 
scalin;.;' is  j'litin'ly  indiscriminate  as  to  sex  or  aj;'e.     I      iiMiwiiiiiiiii;ii..  kiii- 
consi(ler  it  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  seal    '"'■ 
herd  which  resorts  to  the   Pribilof  Islands,  ami  for  the  prevention  of 
their  earlv  extermination,  that  pelauie  sealiny  should 
cease  ui  all  waters  winch  they  tre(pM'nt.  ii.,ii  M..,Hsarv. 

I  do  not  know  and  I  never  heard  of  any  other  i)lace  alon;;'  the  Ameri- 
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can  coast  or  islands  when'  the  fur-seals  haul  up,  and  it 

is  my  opinion  that   the  fur-seal  pu]>  of  the  Alaskan   lam'i's 

herd  is  boin  nowhere  else  but  on  the  I'l  ibilof  Islands. 

It   is  my  belief  that  a  i»up  Ixun  in  the  water  would   laijlu'" ''"'""""" '"' 

drown,  for  1   am  convince<l  from  statements  nuide  me 

bv  the  natives  an<l  those  thorou};hly  familiar  with  seal  habits  that  a 
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pui»  for  the  first  weeks  of  its  life  is  unable  to  swim.     It 

is  my  o|>inion  that  shouhl  i»elagic  sealinji'  be  prohibited 

in  a  zon(! .{(»,  lU,  or  50  miles  about  the  Tribilof  Islands 

it  would  be  utterly  useless  as  a  protection  to  seal  life,  because  female 

seals  «fo  much  farther  than  that  in  search  of  food,  and 

because  fogs  are  so  prevalent  about  tho.se  islands  that 

it  would  be  impossible  to  enforce  any  such  prohibition. 

L.  (J.  SiiKPAin), 
Captain  U.  H.  Eercniw  Mariiir, 
Chief  of  Division,  h'ci'vnnc  Marine. 

Subscribed  and   sworn  to  belbr«'  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
j)istrict  of  Columbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  liTth  day  of  Ajiril,  18!>1: 


[L.  6.] 


Geo.  Y.  Coi'i'ix, 

Notary  Vublic. 
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TliSriMONY  RELATING  TO  THl^.  RUSSIAN  SEAL  ISLANDS. 


Dcjuisilioii  of  John  (/.  lUtdr,  nuisfcr  of  the  Leon,  7iow  in  scrriee  of  lias- 

Stan  iSettlskin  Coinjxnty. 

PEL  AG  K  J   SEALING   AND   RUSSIAN   ISLANDS. 


Exporionce. 


Sj'Ate  of  California, 

City  ((ltd  Count ji  of  8an  Franciseo,  ,9,s: 

Jolni  G.  Blair,  of  ISiui  Francisco,  liavii)j>'  boeii  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says:  I  am  57  years  old,  and  an  American  citizen   and  am  now 
and  have  been  for  the  past  U  years,  until  recently,  master  of  the 
schooner  Leon,  formerly  in  the  st^rvice  of  Hutchinson,  Cole,  Philipeus 
&  Co.,  and  now    employed  by  the  Unssian  Sealskin 
Company.     During  all  this  time  I  have  been  constantly 
cnjiiijied  in  the  fur-sealing  industry,  an<l  am  familiar  with  the  luibits 
ol'  these  animals  both  on  the  laud  and  in  the  water.     I  was  in  charge 
of  and  attemled  to  the  killing  of  seals  upon  Itobben 
Island  for  the   lessees  from  1878  to  1885,  inclusive,   Jj'i'll.^.fjHvli'jHj'." 
t'llang  from  one  to  four  thousand  seals  jier  annum  in 
each  of  these  years  for  their  skins,  and  have  visited  the  islands  in  the 
Leon  every  year  except  two  since  1885  to  the  present  date.     ]Juring  the 
tw(>  years  except(!d  I  was  sealing  on  the  ('ommander  Islands.     In  1870, 
as  I  aa»  told  by  Capt.  Daniel  Webster,  who  was  familiar  with,  the  facts 
and  interested  in  the,  expedition,  the  island  was  occupied  by  the  crew 
of  the  bark  Manna  Loa,  who  killed  every  seal  *hat 
could  be  reached,  taking  about  H«  <)(>()  skin.-,,     A  sutli    ,  Uaici  cm  ii,ii)i..'n  is- 
(•lent  number,  howi^ver,  escaped,  so  that  sccral  bun-   Manna  Loa. 
(bed  api)eared  in  the  following  year.     Tliey  were  not, 
1  believe,  again  molested  until  187.'},  when  a  few  hu'.ulred  per  year  were 
i<illcd  in  that  and  each  of  the  followiii'V  year'^  until  1885.     It  was  esti- 
mated that  1-J,0(M>  seals  were  born  upon  or  visited  tlui  islands  in  1881, 
pi'cvious  to  which  tlierc  had  been  n(»  poaching.     Since  1885  a  Russian 
ollicer  and  guard  has  been  kejtt  there  during  tin;  sealing  season,  and  no 
se;ils  i>ermitted  to  be  killed,  but  nearly  every  year  since 
ls,S5,  late  in  the  seaso'     iter  the  guard  had  been  with- 
(h:iwn,])oachershave  .   .ited  the  islands  a  ntl  killed  all  that  could  be  ibund 
al  that  season  of  the  year.    They  secured  in  this  way  4,700  skins  in  ISOO, 
and  left  the  carcasses  lying  oil  the  beach.    Five  hundred  aiid  fort,\  seals 
Acre  killed  last  year,  and  it  was  estimated  that  sonie5,000of  ali  ages  came 
tt>  the  islands,  including  the  ])ups  born  during  the  season,  or  about  one- 
iialf  tlie  number  found  there  in  1.S80.     1  am  told  and  be-      ,,.,.. 
lii'vc  that  the  liobben  Island  seals  can  be  distinguished   K(.bi..'n  n-ui  com- 
by  exjierts  from  those  on  the  Commander  Islands,  and  »'»""'•■•■«"•*!«■ 
am  siitisfied  (hat  they  do  not  mingle  with  '  lem  .ind  are      i>"  noi  nuniiio. 
a  separate  and  distinct  hcird.    They  remaia  on  and  about  the  islands  in 
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larfje  nninbors  until  lato  in  the  tall.  1  have  been  aeciistoined  to  leave 
in  October  or  early  in  November,  and  seals  were  always  i»lentit'nl  at 
lliat  time.  I  am  ()1"  opinion  liiat  they  do  not  migrate 
iiisiVim I-!' '*''''*''' ''^  to  any  great  distance  I'rom  the  island  during  the  win- 
ter. A  few  hundred  young  pups  are  caught  eveiy 
winter  by  the  Japanese  in  nets  off  the  north  end  of  Yesso  island. 

1  have  niiide  :'>'2  voyages  between   the  Aleutian  Aivhi])elago  and 
the  (JommaiidcM-  Islands,  but  have  never  seen  seals  between  about 
longitude  170  west  and  Uir)  east.     1  am  satisfied  the 
T\^!'!^^',\"'u!,uulu.  Alaska  seals  do  not  mix  with  those  of  Siberia.    1  have 
ni'.  seen  seals  in  winter  and  known  of  their  being  caught 

upon  tlu'  Asiatic  side  as  far  south  as  30  north  latitude. 
Ikobben  Island  is  veiy  snniU,  being  1,!«J(>  feet  long  by  175  feet  wide, 
and  in  places  U'>  feet  high.  Of  necessity  the  quarters 
of  the  seal  hunters  and  guards,  as  \\v\l  as  the  killing 
grounds,  are  very  near  the  rookeries,  being  not  more  than  7o  feet  dis- 
tant from  them,  yet  the  seals  appear  to  take  no  alarm  from  the  eh)se 
])roximity  of  the  men,  ])aying  very  little  attention  to  persons  passing 
and  repassing  a  short  distance  from  them.  If  noneof  them  were  killed, 
or  if  the  killing  were  i)roperly  restricted  to  the  nmles, 
1  think  they  would  increase  very  rajjidly  and  be  as 
closely  subject  to  control  as  the  cattle  upon  the  great 
o]ten  pastures  of  the  ivocky  IMountain  regions.  There  would  be  little 
trouble  in  catchii'g  all  the  young  seals  and  branding  or  marking  them. 
During  my  connection  with  the  business  several  marauding  vessel.?, 
both  British  and  American,  have  been  eapture<l  and 
eonliscated  by  Kussian  authorities  for  illegally  killing 
seals  in  waters  adjacent  to  Kobben  and  (Jonunander 
islands.  Among  these  were  the  American  schooner 
Henrietta,  and  the  (Jerman  schooner  Helena,  in  1884; 
the  IJritish  schooiu'r  Aiirania,  ami  the  American  schooner  J^f/Hcv  Jlam- 
illon  J,eHU,s,\i\  1885);  and  the  British  schooner  A'«,sr,  in  1890;  but  I  have 
never  heard  of  any  protest  against  these  captures,  nor  of  attempts  to 
recover  the  property. 

liotmii  of  sciiis  to       A^  proving  that  the  seals  return  to  the  islands,  1  put 
isiiiiKis.  a  canvas  collar  upon  a  puj)  in  1880,  and  he  came  back 

to  the  same  rookery  in  the  following  year  still  wearing  the  collar. 

John  G.  Blair. 

Subscribed  audsAvorn  to  before  methis28thday  of  Ai)ril,  A.  1).  1892. 

[SKAL.J  CLEMKNT   BlONNl'/JT, 

Xotari/  Vuhlic. 


licslricti'il 
iii'Ci'Ksiirv. 


Seizure  of  Henri- 
etta, 1*<84;  Helena. 
1S84;  Aura)iia  iuul 
,Ja)neii  II  am  i  1 1  o  ii 
-Li'iiHt,  ISS'.i,  aiul  /i'o»(', 


Jh'position  of  C.  F.  Emil  Krrhs,  agent  of  lesuccs  of  Commander  Islands, 
and  in  ehartje  of  Copper  Inland. 


COPPER   ISLAND,   MANAUE^IENT. 


Stati;  of  California, 

Citji  and  Coiinf;/  of  San  Franeisco,  ss : 

V.  V.  ICiiiil  Krcbs.  having  beeu  duly  sworn,  dejmses  and  Bays:  1  am  - 
native  of  Lilian,  Bnssia,  49  years  old,  and  an  American  citi/AMi,  dui. 

natuialized,  and   a  resMcnt  of  San   Francisco,   Ca'. 

1  iirst,  went  to  Alaska  in  1809  lor  the  American  i\;;i  , 
sian  Commercial  ('«,»ini)any,  of  San  Francisco,  and  was  stationed  at 
Atka  as  a  fur-trader,  where  1  remained  two  years.    In  1871  I  entered 


RELATING   TO    THE    RUSSIAN    SEAL  ISLANDS. 


195 


110(1  to  leave 
plentiful  at 
not  migrate 
iiiy  the  win- 
mght  every 

Islaiul. 
ipelago  and 
bween  about 
satistied  tlie 
uia.    1  have 
leing  caiifilit 
»ith  latitude. 
i~i  feet  wide, 
tlio  quarters 
s  the  killing 
I  7i>  feet  (lis- 
un  the  eh)se 
sous  passing 
I  were  killed, 
to  the  males, 
ly  and  be  as 
•on  the  great 
uld  be  little 
arkiug  them, 
ding  vessel.^, 
■aptured   and 
egally  killing 

Commander 
[•an  schooner 
cnay  in  1S84; 

Janirs  llnm- 
but  1  have 

attempts  to 

islands,  1  put 
e  eamc  back 

collar. 
G.  Blaiu. 

,  A.  1).  1892. 

jNiyj'T, 
ary  I'ltbUc. 


ndcr  Islandu, 


says:  1  am- 
citizen,  dul., 
mcisco,  Oa'. 
uerican  ivii  . 
stationed  «t 
i7 1  I  entered 


I      t,i 


ft. 
1 


the  service  of  ITutiOiinson,  Koiil  &  (U).,  lessees  from  IJussia  of  the  riglit 
to  take  seals  upon  the  Commaiuler  Islands,  and  was  placed  in  charge 
of  Copper  Island,  of  this  group,  and  so  remained  constantly  for  t<'ii  years, 
until  1881,  without  on<'e  leaving  my  ])0st  of  duty.  In  this  position  the 
hiibits  of  the  seals,  the  condition  of  the  rookeries,  the  best  methods  of 
olttaining  seal-skins  for  market,  and,  in  general,  everything  in  and  about 
the  business  of  my  employers  on  the  island,  received  my  careful  and 
constant  attention. 

The  management  of  the  sealeries  uixm  Copper  Island,  under  L'ussian 
oci'upatiou,  was  left  wholly  to  the  native  chieis  and  ignorant  laborers 
of  the  Eussian -American  Company.     The  work  of  kill- 
iiisr  the  seals  and  curing  the  skins  was  done  by  them  in      Kiiiini;  m-ais  and 
a  very  unsystematic,  careless  way;  but  even  tlien  it  was 
understood  that,  as  the  seals  an;  polygamous,  the  surest  way  to  secure  an 
increase  of  the  herd  was  to  kill  off  surplus  males  and  sjiare  th<i  females, 
and  this  w^as  systematically  practiced,  resulting,  as  fai-  as  J  am  aware, 
most  sat  sf^;;  torily.    After  the  expiration  of  the  franchise  <tf  the  Ktis- 
siaii    \ii)'  ■    •    t  Company,  in  18071  think  it  was,  and  their  aband(»nIm^nt 
of  the  .  ;;;r;*.  ;  .,d  the  execution  of  the  lease  to  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co., 
in  13(i.  several  different  jiarties  visited  the  island, 
killed  seals  injiuliciously,  and  inflicted  great  injury  ui)on   aiMi"i'«7'i'"  '^^*'""  '***'' 
the  rookeries.    They  w-ere  restrained  to  some  extent  by 
t  lie  natives  from  indiseriminate  slaughter, but  1  have  no  doubt  they  killed 
more  male  seals  than  they  ought  to  have  done,  and  perhaps  also  some 
reiiialcs.    Upon  mv  arrival  at  the  island,  in  1871,  the  na- 
tive chief  told  me  that  the  seals  Avere  not  as  plentiful  as     »''''^"«'"i>'"i*'-i- 
they  had  been  formerly.    I  announced  that  we  intended  to  secure  (!,0()(> 
skins  That  year.     They  protested  that  it  was  too  many,  and  begged  that 

II  smaller  number  be  killed  for  one  year  at  least.     We,  however,  got  the 
(),(H)(t  skins  as  proi>osed,  and  an  almost  constantly  in- 
creasing number  in  every  subsequent  year  as  h)ng  as  I  jg^,''''"*   «'''^"''e«i  iu 
stayed  on  the  islands,  until  in  1880  the  rookeries  had  so 

developed  that  about  .^MMiO  skins  were  taken,  without  in  the  least  in- 
juring them.     This  i^  pv<ued  by  the  fact  that  the  in- 
crease for  the  n(»xl  1en\.  .irs  alio\v«'d  still  larger  imin-   .  Jmni.s.Mi    """''"t 

1  i.       1         1   -11      '  A-  I     ii   •     1        •  i-  XI  tiikni  ii|)  til  1890. 

Iters  to  be  kille  ;,  uiJiOiMtiiig,  1  think,  iii  one  ot  tlie 
years  of  the  secoi;d  <?i'.:;idc  of  the  lease  to  about  40,000  skins. 

In  order  to  secure  u  iforiuity  iu  the  methods  pursued,  res|)eclively, 
upon  the  Pribilof  Ci-'.ii  .:.id  Commander  Islands  the 
res]»e«;tive  lessees  of  the  two  interests  sent  ('apt.  Dan- 
i(  I  Webster,  an  ex]»ert  sealer  of  many  years'  experience 
ill  the  business,  and  who  was  at  the  time  in  the  service  of  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company  at  St.  Paul  Island,  to  assist  and  instruct  me 
liirough  the  summer  of  1871  in  the  best  manner  of  handling  seal  droves, 
siilting  skins,  and,  generally,  in  th(»  c(»nduet  of  the  luisiiiess.  In  wink- 
ing under  his  d:ecti(»n  1  found  that  the  methods  pursued  by  the  re- 
spective ])artie'  ;')on  the  dilll'rerent  sealeries  did  not  differ  in  any 
•'.^sential  featu'  e  The  main  object  in  both  i»laees  was  to  select  good 
skins  for  market  ;  •  i  .-itare  all  lemale  seals  and  enough  vigorous  hulls 
to  serve  them.     N\  ten  the  supply  <tf  bulls  is  more  than  entmgh  1  have 

III  doubt  the  number  of  offspring  is  diminished.    The 

i.'ills,  when  overiiumerons,  fight  savagely  for  the  pos-   ^■^J[^'P'^  of  imiis, .  r- 
•esision  of  the  <'ow  seals  and  unintentionally  destroy 
;>.  ly  young  in  their  conflicts.    The  healthiest  coiiditicm  of  a  rookery 
is,  no  doubt,  when,  under  the  laws  of  ]H)lygam(ms  reiiroduction  for  flli^^ 
si)'.'cies,  the  proi)ortiou  of  the  sexes  is  i)ropeiIy  balanced.    1  believe  one 
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bull  <'ai)iil)k'  of  .scrvin,i?  at  least  rif'teeii  or  twenty  cows  with  most  desir 
able  results. 

Tlie  best  iiietliods  of  luaiiajiinj;'  seal  rookeries  ai-e  as  well  understood 
and  as  carefully  ]»raeticed  as  any  other  braneli  of  husbandry,  and  the 
same  methods  liave  been  pursued  with  such  exceUent  results  through  a 
lonji'  series  of  years  that  there  can  be  no  (U)ubt  about  their  correctness. 
Copper  Island  is  some  oO  miles  lon}>'  and  from  1  to  ,'i  nnles  wide. 
Tlie  rookeries  lie  on  tlie  easterly  and  the  villajfe  and 
killinfi'  jiTounds  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  island. 
IJctween  the  rookeries  and  the  killinj?  fjrounds  a  con- 
tinuous ridin'c,  ranjiin^'  from  a  fewhundnMl  to  2,000  feet  in  heljiht,  runs 
the  whole  len.i;tli  of  tlie  island.  Over  thisridj>e,  at  a  point  where  it 
reaches  ab(mt  000  or  700  feet  in  height,  all  the  seals 
are  driven;  the  .i(>nrney  re<piiring  from  liv«^  to  twenty- 
four  hours,  depci  'iii<;'  noon  the  weather.  The])vactice 
of  thus  driving' them  has  been  ]»i,  t  ver  since  the  earliest  iiistory 

Many  of  the  seals  a  'iieatedly  driven  and  redriven 
over  this  frail  in  a  sinju.c  summer,  but  1  have  never  seen 
any  injury  to  tliem  from  the  exertion  to  which  they  are 
in  this  way  subjected.  The  statement  of  an  exj)ert  that 
the  virility  of  the  seal  is  sa])ped  and  his  ])owersolrei)rodnction  in  any 
way  weakened  by  such  redriving  is  not  borne  out  by  the  faets.  On 
tlie  contrary,  the  steady  and  rajiid  increase  of  the  herd  at  Cop]ier  Is- 
land, already  ])ointed  out,  again  proves  the  old  adage  that  in  this  mat- 
ter, as  in  others,  "tlieoiy  is  everywhere  good  except  in  inhctice." 
1  append  hereto  a  statement  showing  :lie  number  of  seals  killed  an- 
nually u])oii  (.'(t])per  Island  from  1871  tolSSO,  inchisive. 
This  statement  shows  that  3,Gr»S  skins  Avere  taken  in 
1.S71.  This  nuiulu'r  were  shii)iied  that  year,  but  the 
number  actually  killed  was  in  fact  more  than  0,000. 

C.  F.  Emil,  Kuebs. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  LM  day  of  ^fay,  1892. 
|l.  .s.]  Clement  Uennktt, 

Notary  Fublie. 

Tlie  following  table  shows  the  number  of  fur-seals  taken  for  their  skins 
on  Copper  Island,  of  theCommaiidei'grou]),  from  1.S7J  to  1S80, inclusive, 
nuder  the  direction  of  C.  F,  K.  Krebs,  for  llutciiiusou,  Kohl  «&  Co.: 


of  the  business. 

iSo  injury  from  re- 
(Irivitii;. 


NiimlitT  of  Bcalti 
Uilliil  nil  islam!  from 
1871  lo  IfesU. 


1871    ">,  <)^« 

1S7': I'l.iitii 

iK.s it,(it;i 

:S7I 15,.IH0 

1875 L'O,  110 

1870 15,074 


1 877 11 ,  302 

1878 20,  070 

1870 25,  1()() 

1880 30,  01 1 


Total 170, '.Hit 


>;()rK. —There  wer«'  in  fact  about  0,000  killed  in  1871,  of  which  only 
the  numbers  as  above  slated  were  shipi»ed.  In  1870  and  1877  more 
<'ould  have  been  taken,  but  the  seal-skin  market  was  depressed  and 
they  were  not  wanted. 

I  certily  that  the  above  table  is  the  one  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 
deposition  of  C.  F.  K.  Krebs. 

[L.  ii.\  Clement  JJennett, 

Notary  Fublio. 
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Afidavit  of  John  Mnloinatsky.  at/i'iit  of  h:ssecx  of  Coitimandir  Islands. 

management;  pelagic  sealinck 

State  of  Catjfounia, 

(JUif  ami  VoHuhj  of  Son   Frtnwisco,  sn: 

.lolin  Malowausky,  beiiijt'  duly  swoin,  de]ioses  and  says:  T  am  a  resi- 
(h'lit  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  an  American  <'itizeii,  Ihoufjh  a  liiis- 
siau  by  birth.  1  am  a  merchant  by  }iidfcssion,  and  am  aj;cnt  lor  Ihe 
IJiissian  Sealskin  Com])any,  smd  was  formerly,  for  many  years,  the 
iijiciit  for  Hutchinson,  Kohl,  Phillipeiis  iS:  C(».,  the  former  lessees  of  tlu^ 
Ifussian  seal  islands. 

Durinjj  the  years  18(iJ),  1870,  and  1871  1  resided  on  the  Commander 
Islands,  in  the  pursuit  of  the  sealini;  business,  of  which 
1  had  ciiarji'c.  1  was  there  aj^aiu  in  l!>s<  as  the  aj-cnt 
of  the  company.  I  formerly  '■■*'(!  in  Kamchatka,  and  freciuently  vis- 
ited the  Comiimnder  Islands  yctween  1871  and  1.S87.  1  have  also  been 
a  dealer  in  furs.  1  am  wel  acquainted,  from  ]on<x  experience  and  ob- 
servation, with  all  matters  ])ertaiiiins"  to  the  scalinj;-  business  and  the 
prescnl  condition  of  the  liir-seal  tiade,  especially  on  the  Russian  side 
(if  the Uerinji' Sea.  When  our  h-ase  of  the  Commander  Islands  took 
elfect  in  1870,  the  annual  cat<'h  ol  seals  would  not  exeee<l  1 0,000  without 
injury  lo  the  herd.  Tlier.  was  no  maximum  limit  in  our  lease  as  to  the 
number  we  were  allowed  to  kill,  but  under  the  method  adopted  by  the 
cnMi])aiiy  in  taking  seals,  (»iily  younj;"  males  with  mei'- 
cliantablc-si/ed  skins  were  killed.  Cnder  this  sytem  tln^ 
sealsiucreasedsora])idly  tliat  in  1887  we  had  no  trouble  in 
obtainiiif^"  40,000  skins  per  annum  without  injury  to  the 
lieid.  In  1887  I  bef;an  to  notice  a  diiniiuition  in  the 
number  of  seals  arrivinj;-  at  the  islands,  which  was  duo 
to  the  indiscriminate  killing  by  sealing  vessels  in  the  open  sea,  some 
oO  or  <tO  miles  distant. 

Wiiile  we  still  obtain  about  the  usual  number  of  skins,  many  are 
taken  from  the  younger  animals  than  formerly,  and 
consequently  are  somewhat  inlerior  in  quality. 

It  is  often  diHicult  to  entirely  prevent  ]>oacliing  on 
tliough  in  my  Judgment  it  has  not  been  of  sul1ici<'nt 
importance  on  the  Commander  Islands  to  have  any 
IK'iceptible  intluence  in  the  diminuition  of  the  heid. 

In  1801  the  schooner  -/.  //.  I,ciris  was  caught  near  the  islands  by  tin 
Iiussian  gunboat  Aleut  and  found  t«»  have  410  skins  on 
board.  I  made  a  iiersonal  ('xamination  of  these  skins, 
and  found  that  from  00  to  Oo  per  cent  were  those  of 
reiiialc  seals.  1  called  the  attention  of  the  ICnglish 
commissioners.  Sir  (Icorge  Maden-l'owell  and  Ih:  (1. 
M.  Dawson,  to  this  fact  wlieii  they  visited  tlii^  islands 
in  18!(1,  showing  tliem  the  skins.  I  o])ened  a  few  bun- 
dles of  the  skins  for  their  insjieetion  and  offered  to  show 
all  of  them,  but  they  said  Ihey  were  satislied  without  looking  at  any 
iii<»i(^  than  those  already  opened.  I  remember  that  a  schooner  from  Vic- 
toiia  was  also  seized  at  the  islands  about  tlir<'c  years  ago  by  the  Rus- 
sian authorities  with  33  skins  on  board,  which  were  nearly  all  taken 
from  femah'  seals. 

1  iiave  no  dvaibt  that  in  obtaining  theskins  found  on  the  J.  11.  Lciris 
the  ])oaehers  must  have  killed  iVom  1,."»00  to  L*,000  seals, 
as  when  vitally  shot  seals  will  usually  sink  beior^^  it,  is 
possible  to  capture  them. 
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I  lisive  fi<'queiitly  noticed  in  tlie  lunlor  of  re<ropjuilo"\vsl<y  tliatthe 
natives  in  kijliny  liaii-hcals  aif  cmly  able  to  obtain  one  animal  out  of 
every  lour  or  five  of  those  killed,  and  that  they  frequently  wait  about 
four  days  for  the  bodies  to  be  washed  ashore. 

i)urinj;f  the  killing  season  on  the  Commander  Islands  we  frequently 
find  in  the  bodies  both  bullets  and  shot, 

I  know  it  to  be  tlie  cnsiom  of  seal  hunters  to  shoot  seals  at  sea  when 
tlusy  are  at  rest  upon  tlu^  surface  of  the  water,  and  that  those  generally 
obtained  are  ieniales  and  constitute  but  a  very  small  lua'tion  of  those 
killed  and  lost. 

ISealinj;'  on  Itobbcn  Island,  in  the  Russian  grouj),  was  prohibited  for  a 
period  of  five  years  for  the  puri>os('  of  encouraginj;"  the 
increase  of  the  herd,  but  their  propagation  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  frequent  attempts  of  poachers  to  raid  the 
I  believe  that  4,(i(i()  or  5,()()(>  seals  were  killed  by  the 
marauders  wliile  we  were  attempting  to  jiromote  the 
growth  of  the  herd. 
There  are  many  tines  imposed  at  the  Commander  Islands  for  killing 
-^  .  ,        ,, ....      leniale  seals,  even  bv  accident,  and  I  am  quite  certain 

Dining auil  killiiij;.    ^i      ,    ^i        ,      '  •     ',-,  ■,  ,.  ,     ^i'  ■  i 

that  the  decrease  m  the  nuuiber  ot  seals  thereon  is  not 
owing  to  the  mctluids  enii>loyed  in  killing.  When  a  female  is  discov- 
ered in  a  herd  while  being  driven  to  the  killing  ground  she  is  carefully 
tui-ned  back  and  slowly  driven  to  the  water's  edge,  sometimes  the  work 
of  several  hours. 

Special  precautions  are  taken  not  to  frighten  or  molest  the  animals 
on  the  rookeries.    Ihen  tires  are  not  permitted  to  be  nuide  where  it  is 
thought  their  light  oi'  sight  of  the  .smoke  might  alarm  them. 
My  observation  has  al.so  been  that  while  male  seals  aje  sometimes 

timid  about  coming  asluu-e,  the  females  being  about 
^^roiigio  birth  in.  1.08-  ready  to  pu]*,  haul  up  on  the  land,  even  in  spite  of 

unusual  or  unfavorable  conditions.  Pups  if  born  in 
the  water  are  sure  to  drown.    It  is  a  matter  of  actual  observation  that 

they  must  lirst  learn  to  swim,  and  do  not  leave  the 
vup.s    i.aniiug  to  sliorc  uutil  tliev  are  x'our  or  Ilv-e  months  old.    I  have 

RWilll 

often  seen  the  mother  .seals  push  their  pups,  when 
several  weeks  old,  into  the  water  and  watched  them  flounder  about  awk- 
wardly and  scramble  ashore,  seeming  delighted  to  get  back. 

The  seals  of  the  Commander  Islands  are  of  a  different  variety  from 
,   those  of  the  Pribilofs.    Their  fur  is  not  so  thick  and 
.iimiciitiromtboPri-  bright  and  is  ot  a  somewhat  interior  quality.    Ihey 
'''•"'  lorin  a  distinct  herd  from  that  of  St.  Paul  and  St. 

George  and  in  my  opinion  the  two  do  not  intermingle. 
I  was  present  as  interpreter  when  the  English  Commissioners  were 
taking  testimony  on  lieriug  Ishmd.    They  examined 
Te.sUfifNasio.si.'itr-  iinuutg  otlici's  whcii  I  was  pieseut,  Jelim   Snigeroft", 
(jdiimiissioiier  by  j.v  cliief  ou  Bering  Islaiid,  he  being  the  i»erson  selected 
niii^sjiigcroti;  native  |,y  j-j^.j,,  there  from  which  to  procure  the  testimony 
relating  to  the  habits  and  killing  of  seals.    This  Snig- 
er<)fl'testifie<l  that  he  had  lived  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  for  many  years 
and  knew  the  distinctive  characteristics  of  both  herds  (Commander 
and  I'ribilof)  and  their  habits  and  that  he  removed  from  thence  to  Ber- 
ing Island.    He  jMunted  out  that  the  two  herds  have  several  different 
characteristics  and  stated  that  in  his  belief  they  do  not  intermingle. 

He  also  said  that  the  i>ui)s  (Kmld  live  <m  land  at  least  seven  or  eight 
days  without  sustenance  and  that  those  born  in  the  water  would  imme- 
diately drown.    He  fuither  stated  that  the  seals  had  rapidly  decreased 
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siuco  sealing  vessels  ha«l  appeared,  but  that  before  the  inroads  of  these 
seal  hunters  tliere  was  no  trouble  in  obtaining  tlie  lull  ([uota  of  tlie 
best  grades  of  skins,  as  tiie  herds  had  previous  to  that  time  been 
iu»ticeably  increasing. 

The  driving  grounds  on  Cupjx'r  Island  are  very  rough  and  hilly  and 
much  mort!  dillicnlt  to  drive  over  than  those  on  the      urivh..' 
I'libilol'    Islands.      The   drives   are   always   earelully        '^'^"'*''" 
made,  slow,  with  achance  to  rest,  and  foggy  days  an;  selected.     I  have 
never  been  abh;  to  discover  any  injury  to  the  herds  from  these  drives, 
nor  do  1  believe  there  is  any.     The  killable  seals  herd  by  themselves, 
and  until  recently  we  did  not  drive  from  all  the  hauling  grounds,  but 
this  we  have  had  to  do  in  the  last  thrtH;  or  four  years,  because  the  seals 
wert!  getting  scarce  as  tlu'  result  of  hunting  them  at  sea.     It  is  an  act- 
ual fact  beyond  dispute  that  female  seals  were  nnu'h 
more  numerous  on  the  islands  in  1883  than  tln^y  were   rnlm  I^'t'mo'iss"'''''''' 
in  fSTO.     The  increase  was  gradual  each  year  aud  was 
so  marked  that  the  natives  often  sixtke  of  it  U>  me,  but  from  1885,  which 
was  about  the  tii  o  the  sealers  appeared  in  the  Avaters, 
the  decrease  in  seal  life  was  rapi<l  and  the  uativt's  com-  gi^co'isso!""'    '^'*''"' 
menced  saying  "uo  females,"  "no  females,"  until  now 
we  are  confronted  with  depleted  rookeries  and  ])robable  extermination. 

John  Malowanskv. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  loth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  lSi)2. 
[seal.]  Clement  JJennett, 

Notary  ruhllc. 


Ih'lHmtion  of  X.  B.  MiUer^  ansi.stant  in  Hcicni'ific  (Irparlmcut  of  U.  S. 
Finli-t'omuiission  uteatiter  Allxitmss. 

BOOKERIES  ON   COMMANDER  ISLANDS. 

]N".  r>.  driller,  an  assistant  in  the  scientific  department  of  the  United 
States  Fish  Conunission  steamer  yW/>f///v>,vs,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  visited  the  Jfeef  lookery  ■'^i"' "■'"'' 
aud  Northeast  Point  rookery  on  St.  Paul  Island,  IMibilofs,  and 
the  V^illage  rookery  of  St.  George  Island,  Pribiiofs,  and  took  a  number 
of  photographs  on  each.  On  June  1, 1892, 1  visited  the  North  rookery  of 
IJcrnig  Island,  Commander  Islands,  where  I  also  took  „  .  ^  ,  ,  , 
a  number  ot  phot<>grai)hs.  1  his  rookery  is  alow,  flat,  aciiption  ot  Nroiii 
rocky  reef  extending  from  the  base  of  a  blnlf  about  40  'o<>kiiy  on. 
feet  high,  seaward  to  a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile.  The  width  along 
tlm  bluff  is  about  lA  miles.  It  is  composed  of  loose  masses  of  rongii 
volcanic  rock  from  i  to  15  feet  above  the  high  water  uuirk,  with  scat- 
tered shallow  pools  of  water  between  the  rock  i)iles.  None  of  the  rocks 
appeared  to  be  worn,  as  from  the  action  of  seal  tlii>pers,  although  I  ex- 
amined some  of  them  with  that  idea  in  mind.  There  was  no  soil  on 
the  breeding  sjuice  of  the  rookery,  which  occui)ies  the  greater  portion 
of  the  wedge-shaped  point.  The  higher  masses  of  rock  are  mostly  at 
the  outer  end,  the  rookery  being  lower  towards  the  blnlf.  About  the 
center  of  it,  near  the  bluff,  are  three  or  four  shaHow  lagoons  ov  pools  of 
small  extent.  The  west  arm  of  the  rookery  is  a  long  .'»nd  compara- 
tively smooth  sand  beach,  with  but  few  rocks  on  it,  over  which  the 
bachelors  are  said  to  haul.    Between  the  nearest  lagoon,  about  50  yards 
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disliiiit  IVoiii  tlicltliifV, uihI  tlicltiiiik  itsrit',  issiii  iiroiiorscnnf  soil, on  wliicli 
ii  sfiittcriii^'  };ro\vtli  t»l'  v«'i;('liil  iuii  liiis  siniiiiy  up.  'I'liis  j^rowtli  iip- 
l)Oiiro(l  to  UK'  t  )  1)0,  of  coiiiimiiitivel.v  li'cnit  oii;^iii — wifliiii  livr  or  six 
y«'iii's,  I  should  Hiiy.  1  Ix-licvo  tliisiirca  \\nt\  fonucily occupied  hyst'iils. 
On  .lune  1  I  est  i  mated  the  total  nuniber  of  seals  ou  t  lie  cut  ire  rook- 
ery to  be  about  lolly;  three  of  tlieiu  baeiudors,  oiu'cow,  and  the-  I'cuuiiu- 
der  bulls.  The  three  biududors.  the  cow,  an<l  oiu;  of  the  bulls  were 
killed  on  the  {grassy  space  betw«'en  the  lajjoou  and  lln'  base  of  tiie 
bluir,  where  tlu-y  were  driven.  A  yoiinj;'  pup,  uiiIxhii,  was  taken  I'roiu 
tlu!  I'euiale  seal;  1  think  it, would  have  been  (lellNcicd  iu  about  a  week's 
tinu".  The  North  looki^ry  of  i'.eiin^f  Island  is  in  every  way  rou;;h(U' 
than  any  I  observed  on  the   I'ribilof  Islands.     I  saw 

nmkiry? '"""  ^""''   ♦^'"'  <'^"  <'"'  <Iiiv<%'^  tVoiu  the  North  rookery.    One  of  the 

routes  leads  ov<M'  the  rouj;h  rookery,  through  the  whal- 

low  lagoon,  and  uj)  the  blulf  at  a  i)lace  where  the  anj^h^  is  about  oao 

to  tlu>  tjrassy  ])]aiii  in  IVont  of  the  temporary  (lwelliii;;s  of  the  natives, 

a  distauce  in  all  of  about  a.  (pnirter  of  a  mile;  the  oilier  leads  nj)  the 

blutl' from  the  sand  beach  at  the  western  arm  of  tluu-ookeiy, out  beyond 

and  back  of  the:  settlement,  over  a  comparatively  level  but  marshy  and 

broken  country,  to  a  <listaiice  of  from  \.{  to -!  miles.     I  consider  these 

drives  hard«'r  and  rougher  than  those  of  the  I'ribilof  Islands.     'I'lie 

killing  ground  at  the  terminus  of  the  shorter  drive  is  small  and  di<l  not 

ap])car  to  be  used  to  any  extent.     On  .Iiiiie  4th,  ISOli,  1 

Copper  j«1iiim1,  «ir.  hiudcd  Oil  aiid  i)iiot(»graidied  i'olatka  rookery,  on  tlie 

Hciiiil urn  (>l    I'olntKii  ,  z.       i-   <  i  i    i         i         rm   •       •  i      i 

Kookcryou.  Wi'stcm   coast  ot   <  oppcT   Islaiid.      IhlS  IS  SOIIK'What 

similar  to  tlu^  North  rookery  of  liering  Island,  but  is 
very  much  narrower,and  instead  of  being  composed  of  loose  rock  lieajis 
is  largely  of  great  tilted  masses  of  stratiticd  volcanic  rock  with  very 
sharj)  and  Jagged  edges.  It  is  less  than  a  mile  long  and  at  the  widest 
part,  inchuling  the  outlying  rocks,  not  more  tiian  ,">(tO  yards  in  width, 
measuring  riglit  up  to  the  base  of  the  blufl's.  It  lies  at  the  foot  of 
abrui»t  cliffs  from  <!00  to  HOO  feet  in  height  along  its  whole,  length  with 
the  exception  of  one  i)oint.  Thia  is  ai)oiit  the  center  of  the  rookery, 
wheie  there  is  a  small  '  iUof  liard-i)acked  sandy  soil  about  (!()  feet  liigii, 
back  from  which  a  ver^\  steo])  ascending  ravine  leads  to  the  summit  of 
the  ridge,  an  elevfition  of  alxuit  700  feet. 

The  drive,  from  Tolatka  rookery  leads  up  over  this 
.irivr  tioin I'o-  ,,,,,|^|  ],j|]  aud  tlirougli  the  ravine;  over  the  ri<lg<s  I 
was  informed,  the  rest  of  the  2  miles  is  on  a  descend- 
iug  grade  to  the  other  side  of  the  island,  where  the  killing  ground  is 
located.  The  rocks  of  this  rookery  also  did  not  have  the  a])pcarance 
of  being  tlipper-worn.  There  were  no  signs  of  vegetation  on  the  entire 
roidvery,  and  no  soil  apiiarently,  except  on  the  sandy  hill  at  the  mouth 
of  the  ravine.  I  estimated  about  250  fur-seals  on  Polatka  rookery, 
about  30  of  them  bachelors.  I  saw  no  cows,  and  think  they  had  not 
yet  arrived,  as  40  eodtish  were  landed  on  the  decks  of  the  Allxifross, 
where  she  lay  within  500  yards  from  the  shore,  in  an  hour.  I  think  if 
feeding  cows  had  been  about  the  rookery,  the  flsli  would  not  have  been 
found  so  close  to  it.  From  an  elevated  position  on  Polatka,  1  obtained 
a  good  view  of  the  rookery  next  above  it,  called  Pest- 
roatciiiiniii  rookfiry  chaiiui.  The  character  of  this  is  similar  to  Polatka, 
""iliniinof!""'"'*^'''  but  has  a  sand  beach  adjacent  to  it  where  the  bache- 
lors doubtless  mostly  herd.  The  drive  from  here,  as  1 
was  shown  it,  leads  \i])  a  shallow  stream  a  short  distance,  and  then 
over  the  mountain  side  to  the  ridge,  a  height  of  fully  800  feet,  fr(nn 
whence  it  continues  down  to  the  oi)posite  side  of  the  island.    Both  of 
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these  drives  on  (lojiper  Ishind  are  oxet'iMJingly  hard  and  rough;  I  !  now 
of  none  oil  the    I'riiiilof  Islands  to  e.onipaie  with    them.     The  stalls  of 

the  ('omiiiiinder  Ishinds  nppeared  to  me  slightly  dilfer-      ,..„„„„„„,„,  ,,, , 

<'iit  from  tlie  i'ribilof  In r  seals.  They  are.  grav<'i' iu  MiaiHiiiiiif  pIivhIcmiIv 
color,  iiiid  of  a  slighter  buihl  throughout  tln^  Ix.dy.  'Z'^illlZi:^'^'"  ^'"'' 
The  bulls  lisive  not  such  heavy  manes,  or  fur  ciipes,  the 
hiiironthe  shoulders  being  much  shorter,  and  not  nearly  so  thick. 
The  y<»iinger  seals  liiiv<^  loiigrT  and  more  slender  necks  apparently.  I 
noticed  this  ditfereiM-e  between  the  seals  at.  once. 

N.  |{.  Mii.i-Hit. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  23(1  dav  of  .liine,  isoi'. 

Z.    I;.    TANNKIf, 

LicutcHant-Votnmandtr,  ('.  ki.  Mnrij. 


Deposition  of  Tlinmax  F.  Morffu»,  df/ott  of  lensees  of  (Umimanthr  Tshnids. 

irAHlTS. 

DiSTlMC'T   OF   COLI'MTITA, 

Cillf  of  W(l.sllilltltO)l,  US! 

Thomas  V.  Morgan,  of  Clroton,  Conn.,  being  duly  sworn,  de]ioses  and 
says:  J>uring  the  season  of  l.SOl  I  was  tli(!  agent  of 
the  I'lissiau  Sealskin  <'ompany,  of  St.  Petersburg;  '«!•'•:■'"•<■• 
thtit  1  was  on  Jiering  Island  at  the  time  that  Sir  George  JJaden- 
J'owell  and  Dr.  George  M.  Dawson,  the  Uritish  representatives 
of  the  IJering  Sea  Joint  Commission,  were  upon  said  ishmd  investigar- 
iiig  the  Uussiiin  sealeries  upon  the  Komandorski  Islands;  that  I  was 
present  at  an  examination,  which  said  Commissioners  held,  of  Sniegerotf, 
the  (Miief  of  the  natives  on  Bering  Island,  who,  jirior  to  the  (session  of 
the  Tribilof  Islands  by  I'ussia  to  the  United  States,  had  resided  on 
St.  Paul,  one  of  said  Pribihif  Islands,  and  that  siiuie  that  time  liiid 
been  ii  resident  on  said  Bering  Island,  and  during  the  latter  part  cf 
said  I'esidence  had  oecuiiied  the-  position  of  native  chief  and  as  such 
superintended  the  taking  and  killing  of  lur-seals  on  said  Hering  Island; 
tliiit  during  said  examination  the  Commissioners,  through  an  interpreter, 
iiskcd  said  Sniegerotf  if  there  was  any  (litf(iren(;e  between  the  seals 
found  on  the  I'ribilof  Islands  and  the  sepals  found  on  the  Komaii- 
(loiski  Islands;  that  said  Sniegerotf  at  once  replied  that  there  was 
(litference  and  on  furtlu^r  (piestioijing  stated  that  such 
(litference  consisted  in  the  fact  that  the  Koma- 
(lorski  Island  seals  were  a  slimmer  animal  in  the  n(H'k 
and  think  than  the  Pribihjf  Island  seals,  and  fuither 
that  both  tli(^  hair  and  fur  of  the  Komandorski  Island 
seal  were  longer  than  the Pribil  of  Island  seal;  said  Commissioners 
!iske("»  said  Sniegeroff  the  further  (piestion,  whether  he  believed  that 
tlie  I'ribilof  herd  and  Komandorski  herd  ever  mingled,  and  he  replied 
that  he  did  not. 

TnoMAS  F.  Moiu^AN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  April,  IS!)!'. 
[l.  S.J  Sevellon  a.  Buown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  U.  IS.  A. 


Ti-stiflcs  as  in  stnto- 
iiii'iitH  iiM(l(;  to  I'lriti.sli 
(Jiiiii  inisHiiiiKt  I'M  liy 
Siii<};iaoll,  iiativfi 
clii.  r. 
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Kxpni'ienco. 


Cntch    oil 

in'itir  to  IKliH. 


Drposifion  of  Ciustarc  Nirhavm,  rice  jiyrsith iit  of  AhixVn  Conimfirvhd 
ConqKiny  and  trnpluije  and  parinrr  of  Ic.sNn'n  of  Co  hi  in  audi  r  Inlands. 

management. 

State  of  Cat.tfoknta, 

City  and  County  of  San  Franeisen^fis: 

fJustave  I«Iiebiiuin,  liavinj;-  been  duly  s\v(tni,  dcposos  nml  snys:  T  am 
u  resident  of  San  Francisco,  "•()  years  of  a^e,  and  an 
'""  American  citizen,  beconiinft'  so  by  reason  of  tiie cession 
of  Alaska.  1  was  formerly  a  resi<lent  of  that  Terri- 
tory and  shipmaster  for  the  Russian  American  ()omi>any  ])rior  to  the 
transfer  of  Alaska  to  the  United  States.  I  was  from  ISSO  until  1S!M 
vice-ctonsul  of  Itussia  at  the  port  of  Snn  I'M'ancisco,  and 
am  now,  and  have  been  for  several  years  past,  vice- 
president  and  director  of  the  xMaska  Commercial  Company  and  a  part- 
ner of  llutchinsim,  Kohl  &  Co.,  the  former  lessees  from  lUissiaof  the 
Commau<ler  and  Kobben  i.slands. 

1  was  instrumental  in  Unssia  in  obtaininf?  the  lease  for  the  last-named 
company  and  had  familiarized  myself  with  the  sealeries  ui)on  these 
islands  in  this  connection.  In  1871  1  visited  the  islands  aiul  directed 
the  policy  and  practice  to  bepursued  under  the  lease.  In  this  piiisnit  I 
of  course  became  conversant  with  all  the  details  of  the  business.  Un- 
der the  Uussian  regime  upon  the  Commander  Islands 
miuiiiiH  pi-joi.  to  liSOS  the  nuniber  of  seals  taken  annually  di<l 
not  exceed  about  .5,000,  the  skins  of  whi(;h  were  dried  for 
market.  Following  tiie  surrender  of  occupancy  of  these  islands  by  the 
Kussian  American  Comi)any  in  1808,  the  sealeries  were  left  open  to  all 
parties  and  various  expeditions  visited  them  nnre- 
isVo!'''"* '"  '^*'^'  '"  •'^tricted  by  any  Governmental  control.  Their  catclnvs 
amounted  in  1808  to  about  15,000,  in  1809  to  about 
20,000,  and  in  1870  to  about  ;J0,000  skins. 

in  1871  the  Russian  Covernnient  executed  the  lease  to  Hutchinson, 
....     ,   .     Kohl  &  (%).,  and  it  was  found  necessarv  to  icstrict  the 
Uiit.  hiiiHon.  Kohl  &  killing  tor  this  year  to  about  (>,000  skins,  because  the 
e^TkUonotkiiiiui;.'"'  i'<»<>keries  had  been  largely  depleted  by  the  excessive 
killing,  unwise  methods,  and  heedless  husbandry.    The 
result  of  im]>roved  methods  showed  themselves  at  once,  and  the  rook- 
eries steadily  increased  in  size  and  number  of  occupants.    We  were 
thus  enabled  to  procure  an  almost  constantly  increas- 
ot\".Mlu  miliiamul'"'   i"8"  numbcr  of  skins  from  year  to  year  during  the  whole 
term  of  our  lease.    We  were  unrestricted  as  to  the 
numbers  to  be  taken,  and  after  the  first  two  years  of  the  lease  were 
urged  by  the  Hu«sian  authorities  upon  the  i.slands  to  take  more  than 
we  wanted  in  view  of  the  condition  of  the  sealskin  market. 
1  revisited  the  islands  on  various  occasions  subsetiuentto  1871, and  my 
observations  conlirmed  the  fact  that  we  were  moving  in 
the  right  direction  to  secure  an  increase  ot  the  rookeries. 
Theex]ierienceof  the  wholetermof  the  lease  ])roves  conclusively  that  our 
])olicy  in  conducting  the  business  was  a  wise  one  and  that  our  manner 
of  handling,  managing,  and  killing  the  seals  was  in  every  respect  what 
it  should  have  been.     This  policy  was  predicated  upon  the  custom  of 
the  Kussian  American  Company  observed  during   many  years  and 
strengthened  by  my  own  actual  experience  in  conducting  the  business  of 
taking  .seals  upon  the  Pribilof  Islands  in  1807-'08  and  18()1),  and  more 
particularly  during  the  season  of  1808,  when  there  was  unrestricted 
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soiiliiifj  (loiio  by  viirioiis  ])artioHn'}jin<llt'ssot'  the  riitiircor  tlirrooUrrics. 

Till'  pcriiicioiis  ctlccts  of  tlu^  iiu'tliods  pjirsucd  by  llicin  were  ut  <»ii<-«( 

obscived,  iiiid  iiicasiirrs  iimiicdiatcly  takni  by  iiic,  aided  l)ytli('  natives, 

((vcr  wlioiii  I  had  (ioniplcte  control,  to  concct  tlieii  prar.tiiH's  and  biin;;' 

tlirni  witliin  tlie  reasonable  eusloins  already  proved  .'lllcacions  in  pre- 

s<'rvinji  the  rookeries  Ironi  annihilation.     The  various      ^,      ,,     ..  ,_^ 

parties  took  thutyearal»(Uit2J«»,(MM>seals,ot  which  about 

1  tO,(Ki()  were  kilh'd  under  my  direction.     Upon  the  Conunander  Islands, 

as  I  have  already  said,  tlu;  increase  in  seal  lite  was  constant  for  many 

years,  but  in  l.Slio,  we  noticed  a  (h-eided  disturbance  in 

the  rookeries  and  a  consicU'rabh;  decrease  in  their  popii-    iHim.'"""''^  ""^'"'' '" 

latiou.    This  we  sulisei|uently  attributed,   when   the 

facts  were  ascertaiiUHl,  to  i>elaj,n(!  sealing;-  in  the  adjacent  waters.     There 

were  occasional  raids  uuide  upon  the  islands  liy  poachers 

duriii},'  our  twenty  years'  lease,  but  they  were  {feiu'rally 

unsuccessful  in  killiuff  any  considerable  number  of  seals,  ami  their  raids 

had  no  appreciable  etleetni)on  the  rookei  ies. 

My  tirst  ideas  of  the  areas  of  seal  rookeries  were  }>atlu'red  on  the  l*rib- 
ilof  islaiuls.  Aft<'rwards,  upon  goinj,'  to  the  Commander  Islands,  I 
was  struck  with  the  (unnparative  insijfidlicance  of  the 
rookeries  upon  the  latter  j;roup;  yet  we  have  been  able 
to  secure  the  catch,  as  shown  by  the  appended  state- 
ment, not  only  without  detriment,  but,  as  1  believe, 
with  positive  benellt  to  the  rookeries.  I  cannot  think,  therefore,  that 
the  same  methods  pursued  luuler  my  dire(!tioii  ui)on  the  Pribilof  j-r<»iip 
worked  any  other  result,  and  in  this  coiudusion  1  am  borne  out  by  tiie 
testimony  of  every  one  conversant  with  the  nuitter. 

The  history  of  sealin;;-  upon  Kobben  Island  substantiates  the  conclu- 
sion in  rej;ard  to  the  other  groups.  From  information 
gathered  from  various  sources,  1  learn  that  the  Kobben  „,/i["/iX)^„  iJii.;*,^,'!''''" 
Baidv  was  tirst  visited  and  exploited  by  whalers  about 
isr»2  or  18')^,  and  that  in  two  seasons  they  obtained  some  iJO,(M)()  ro 
(iO,()(M)  skins,  almost  completely  "cleaning  it  out."  [  uncbMstood  for 
severiJ  years  thereafter  the  occasional  vessel  which  touched  there  found 
the  rookeries  practically  deserted.  In  1870  the  expedition  in  the  bark 
Maima  Loa  went  to  the  island  and  secured  about  15,0U()  seals.  There 
was  at  this  time  no  restriction  upon  the  killing. 

In  1871,  in  August,  I  thitik  it  was,  the  lease  being  already  in  force,  I 
visite<l  the  island  for  the  first  time,  having  previously  s(Mit  a  guard 
,  ship  there  to  ju'otect  the  rookeries.  It  is  an  insignili- 
caiit  artair,  being  only  about  2,000  feet  long  a;id  200 
feet  wide.  The  rookeries  were  also  v(ny  small,  and  contained  at  that 
tinui  of  all  classes  about  800  seals,  as  1  ascertained  by  a  careful  count, 
and,  in  addition,  a  small  number  in  the  waters  adjacent.  1  prohib- 
ited all  killing  from  that  year  until  such  time  as  seemed  prudent  to 
resume,  so  as  to  give  the  rookeries  o])p()rtunity  to  recuperate,  leaving 
strict  orders  to  the  guard  ship  to  ])rotect  them  against  molestation. 
Two  years  afterward  it  was  evident  that  the  rookeries  had  sutticiently 
recovered  to  Avarraut  us  in  commencing  sealing  on  a  small  scale,  know- 
ing that  the  killing  of  the  useless  male  seals  would  accelerate  the 
increase  of  the  herd.  From  this  time  forward  the  herd  showed  a  steady 
and  healthy  growth,  enabling  us  to  secure  catches  as  per  api)ended 
statement  until  1873,  when  our  guard  was  assaulted  by  the  combined 
force  of  eleven  marauding  schooners  and  driven  away. 
The  rookeries  were  again  badly  depleted  by  these 
poachers.    The  following    year    the   Russian  Government  stationed 
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ji  niilitiiry  f'orco  on  Mio  islaiulH,  wliicli  wiis  r«'iii»»vr<l  every  liiH,  l>iit  sd 
i'iii'ly  tliiit  iiiiiraiiilei-s  eiiiii(>  Miei  ■  nearly  ev«'i'  year  al'ler  it  liaW  lel't  aixl 
killed  all  tli(^  Meals  they  wert^  iil>le  to  <>l)taiii,  so  nearly  desfroyintf  the 
rookeries  t hut  we  toiiml  it  ineypedient  to  eontiniie  sealinj,'  alter  LSSl 
diirin^j'  the  reniaindei-  of  onr  lease. 

I  am  satisfied  that   the  seal  herds    lespeetively   nixni   the   I'rihilof 

...         ,  ,,       ifroui),  the   (!onnnander    Ishinds,    and    K'ohlxMi    Itank 

kiiii  iiriiiMiiiiiicii  mill    liave  eaeli  their  own  distinetive  (eedin<:'  ^^rounds  and 

**'"'  peculiar  lonnds  of  niifirati(»n.     No  doid)t    they  are  of 

the.  .siiino  species,  but  there  is  a  marked  dilfcrcnee  in  the  fur  of  the 

,-,,,,.         ,   ,.  skins  fr(»ni  the  resp«'ctive  places,  whicdi  can  be  dislin- 

jiuished  by  experts. 

(1.   NlEBAUM. 

Snbscrilu'd  and  sworn  to  before  ino  tliis  29tli  day  of  April,  A.  J). 
1SU2. 

|I..  .S.]  CLEMKNT    liENNKTr, 

Noiani  I'lihlic. 

The  followiufj  table  jn'epared  by  ITutcliinson,  Kold,  IMiilipeus  &  Co., 
of  San  Fran«Msco,  lessees  of  the  ri;';ht  to  take  fur-.'-;eals  upon  the  Coni- 
niander  and  Kobben  Islands,  siiows  the  nund)er  of  seal  skin.s  secured 
annually  from  these  respective  islands  from  1871  to  1891: 
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Total. 

]87l 

3,«14 

3.BU 

1H72 

29,  :i."iO 

29,  :)56 

UT.i 

27,710 

2,694 

;io,  .104 

1K74 

28,  88ti 

2,414 

III.IIOO 

1K75 

;);(,  i,')^ 

;),127 

:iO,  279 

187t! 

2.1,  1:12 

1,.528 

2(i,  !KiO 

1K77 

18,  584 

2,  949 

21,.5:i:t 

1878 

28,  198 

;i,  142 

:)i,:i40 

187<.l 

Its,  748 

4, 002 

42.  7.50 

1880 

45, 174 

11,  ;i;io 

48,  504 

1881 

:!9,:il4 

4,  207 

411.  ,52 1 

1882 

40,514 

4,  lOti 

44.  020 

]88:i 

20,  <i.-.0 

2,  019 

28,  099 

1884 

49,  444 

;t,8I9 

5H,  2»:i 

1885 

41,  7.(7 

1, 8:i8 

4!!.  ,575 

188ti 

.54.  .591 

.54.  .591 

887 

40,;i47 

40.  :)47 

888 

47,  :i()2 

47,  ;t02 

,88!) 

52,  8,59 

.52. 850 

18110 

5:),  780 

5:).  780 

1891 

5,800 

5,800 

770,407  1 
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State  oe  Caltfornta, 

Cifij  and  ('ouufi/  of  San  Frauciseo,  ss: 

I,  Clement  lU'iinett,  a  Kotary  Public  iu  and  for  said  city. and  county, 
residing  therein,  duly  commi,ssioned  and  sworn,  <lo  hereby  <'ertiry  that 
the  above  tabulated  statement  is  that  to  which  (iustave  Niebauu'  refers 
lu  his  aflidavit,  of  which  this  is  made  a  part. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  iiereunto  set  my  hand  and  aflixed  myoilti. 
cial  seal,  at  my  ofllice  in  the  city  and  countv  of  San  Francisco,  State  of 
California,  this  l-Oth  day  of  April,  A.  1).  ISO'J. 

|l.  .S.J  Clement  IJEiNfNETT, 

liotuiy  riihlic. 


THSTIMOXY  KHI.ATINC  TO  TIIH  ALlilTIAN  ISLANDS. 


Jngration. 


Drpositiiin  of  <'.  It.  Anffrfxon  [sntlrr).  Mdslcr. 

llAIJirS.      l'KI<A(U«!   SHAI.IN(r. 

'I'i;i:i;in»m   nr  Alaska, 

Ihiivh  11)1  rhor,  rn(il((sl-a  Batf,  Aleutian  Tshnids,  sft: 

(.'.  II.  Aii<leis(»ii,  ji cif  i/ciiol'tlie  lIiiito<l  States  ol"  Aiiicricii,  forty ciiilit 
(IS)y('iirs  of  !!<?(',  iK'iiiy;  duly  sworn,  tl('i)oses  uihI  says:  1  am  a  iiiasier- 
iiiiiriiu'r  l»y  occupation,  and  reside  in  San  Francisco,  j.-^  „.,.),.„,.„ 
Cal.  1  have  been  sailing  in  Alaskan  waters  since l.S8(>.  ■^i"'""'"- 
For  (7)  seven  years  I  ciiiised  in  the  IJnalaska  distriitt,  wlii«*h  enil>race.s 
the  Shiinia;;in  and  Sannalc  Islainls,  the.  Aleutian  chain,  the  l*ril>iIols, 
Kiistol  l>ay,  and  the  eastern  <*(»ast  of  Iferinj;"  Sea  as  far  as  St.  Michaels. 
1  have  made  (4)  fouror(r))  live  tri])s  from  IJnalaska  to  Attn  and  return, 
and  (S)  ei^htor  (!))  nine  between  Atka  and  ITmdaska,  chietly  in  spriuji; 
and  fall  of  the  year.  The  main  herd  of  the  fur-seals  bouml  for  the 
I'ribilof  Ishnuls  moves  throuj^h  the  ])asse8  of  the  Fox 
Islands  of  thc^  Aleutian  chain,  IJnimak  I'ass  bein};the 
eastern  and  the  Four  Mountain  Islands  Pass  the  western  bounds 
tlirou<;h  which  the  seals  move  in  larj;e  nund)ers.  A  few  occasionally 
yo  throuj,di  ^lor/.hovoi  Pass  on  their  way  north,  and  in  the  p  issa^e 
sou*^'t  in  the  fall  fjray  pups  often  stray  into  IJnalaska  IJay  as  far  as 
C)'  ns  Harbor,  doubtless  tliiidiinj;  it  is  one  of  the  i)asses  throuj;li 
tl'  'ip.     1  never  saw  a  fur-seal  in  the  water  between  Atka  and  the 

isiii..  .  Attn.  The  natives  alony  the  northern  shores  of  Dristol  Jiay 
liave  no  knowledjje  whatever  of  fur-seals,  nor  do  thosj^  of  St.  Michaels 
apjiear  to  lie  any  better  inform«;d. 

Tiie  seals  tirst  jtass  ijito  I>(!ring  Sea  early  in  May  and  keei)  on  arriv- 
inji'  as  late  as  the  latter  i)art  of  July,  but  most  of  them  I  think  enter  the 
sea  during  the  latter  part  of  June  or  early  in  July.  J  do  not  know  at 
what  tinu's  they  leave,  but  have  observed  that  it  depends  on  the  mild- 
ness of  the  winter  how  soon  they  begin  to  depart.  I  ean 
notdistinguish  tlie  sex  of  seals  in  the  water 
]  know  the  usual  times  of  the  arrival  and  dejmrture  of 
the  various  categories  to  and  from  the  seal  islands.  Do  not  know 
through  which  passes  the  bulls,  bachelors,  and  females  usually  move; 
but  the  westernmost  ])asses  are  those  most  frequented  by  gray  i)ups  m 
th(  fall  on  the  way  scmth.  I  think  the  Commander  Islands  seals  are  a 
ditferent  body  of  seals  altogether  from  those  of  the 
J'ribilofs,  and  that  the  two  herds  never  mingh'.  1  think 
the  Comnian«h'r  Islands  herd  go<^s  to  the  southwanl  and  westward 
towards  the  Ja]tanese  (;oast.  1  never  knew  of  fur-seals 
hauling  out  to  rest  or  breed  at  any  pl.ace  in  the  Aleu- 
tian chain,  or  anywhere  in  fact,  except  the  well-known 
rookeries  of  the  several  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea. 

I  have  n(>ticed  a  great  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  the  fur-seals  since 
1887,  both  on  the  rookeries  of  St.  Paul  Island,  which 
are  much  shrunken,  in  the  area  covered  by  seals,  and 
in  the  watei-s  of  the  Pa<afic.  and  Bering  Sea.  On  the  rookeri<!s,  ground 
formerly  hauled  over  by  seals  is  now  grown  up  with  a  scattering  vege- 
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.  .,       tatioTi  of  recent  .qrowtli.    In  the  sea  seals  are  nr.;;'h 

Seals  more  tiniiil.  i-      •  i  i  i  tv         f      t-  m  i        i.    xi 

ludie  timid  and  make  oit  as  last  as  ])()ssible  at  the  ap- 

])i()aeli  of  a  vessel,  while  formerly  they  vere  usually  quite  curious,  and 

would  sport  and  play  about  the  vessel  wi;en  come  uj)  with.    1  believe 

.,    ,^         ,,,.    tliis  decrease  and  timidity  is  due  to  the  indiscriminate. 

Absolute     proliibi-       ,  ,  ,  ,.   , ,  i      i  i       •  i  i  <■ 

«i<m  of  peiaRic  seal-  Slaughter  ot  the  seals  by  pelagic  sealei's,  and  am  ot 
ins  uwcssiuy.  the  opiiiioii  tl.at  if  such  seeing  were  absolutely  sup- 

l)ressed  the  species  would  again  increase. 

C.  H.  Andersen. 

Subscribed  and  sw(u-n  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  June,  ]Sl)li. 

Z.  L.  Tanneu, 
Liculcnant  Commander,  U.  IS.  Kavy. 
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Dcpimtion  of  Ttuth  Iiurduh\fnld,  nnilve  Aleut  scaler. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

rersoually  a])])eared  belbre  me  lluth  Burdukofski,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  04  years  of  age,  a  native 
lAiHuieiice.  Aleut,  being  born  on  IJering  Island,  and  do  now  reside, 

and  have  since  the  age  of  17  resitled,  at  Unalaska.  In  my  early  life, 
during  the  time  of  the  IJnssian  American  Company,  1 
hunted  seals  in  my  bidarka  in  and  ott'  the  bays  of  Un- 
alaska Island.  In  the  spring,  as  early  as  February  or 
jMarcli,  the  big  bulls  tirst  came.  The  latter  i)art  of 
Alarch  came  the  "holluscliickie,"  or  younger  bachel<»r 
seals;  these  in  turu  were  followed  by  smaller  males,  and  lasc  of  all  in 
early  J uue  came  the  mothers  or  ''niatkie,"  which  were  in  haste  to  reach 
the  land  to  be  delivered  of  their  young. 

In  the  fall  of  tlie  year,  chiefly  during  November,  when  the  wind  eom- 

iiig  from  northerly  directions  blow  them  toward  these. 

Yoiiiic  Hoaia  cap-  slioics,  WHS  tlic  time  to  go  oiit  aud  captui'e  the  young 

tiUTil  111  the  lall.  '  "  '-  J  f 

seals. 
Wheu  the  Avind  blew  from  the  southerly  directions  no  ])ui)s  were  to 
be  found.    I  never  saw  any  older  seals  with  them,  and 
thiou-h  the  eaii  uot  say  just  w'liat  time  tiie  seals  of  dilferent  ages 
and  sexes  go  through  the  passes  in  this  vicinity. 
I  believ*^  these  ])U])s  were  the  weakt^*  ones,  who  ccmld  not  follow 
their  mothers,  and  being  temporarily  h)st  were  driven  by  northerly 
winds  into  the  (piieter  bays  and  harbors,  and  there 
rested.    No  old  seals  ever  haul  out  in  this  vicinity. 
Immediately  after  northculy  gales,  and  before  the  water 
has  grown  so  tpiiet  that  the  young  ])ups  can  again  continue  their  j(mr- 
ney,  is  the  best  time  for  capturing  them.    There  is  no  regular  time 
about  this,  it  de])ends  on  the  weather.    In  late  years  I  have  not  hunted, 
but  when  1  did  this  village  caught  from  150  to  I'OO 
eim"'iimri'"i^'.'  "'"'  l'"P'''-     So  much  depends  on  the  weather  that  some- 
times more  and  sometimes  less  are  caught.     In  recent 
years  guns  and  occasionally  fishing  nets  are  used  Avith  better  residts. 

KuTH  BaiiDUKOESKi.    [lu  Itussiaii.] 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7  day  of  June,  1892. 
[s];al.]  (/.  L.  IIooi'En, 

Kotarij  rublic,  IHst.  of  Alaslca. 
Attested : 

KuuoLi'ii  Urn  MANN, 

Intcrjjretcr. 
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Deposition  of  Paul  Eepin,  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Personally  appeared  before  nie  Paul  Kei)iu,  who,  being  (udy  sworn> 
deposes  and  says:  I  am  57  years  of  age;  was  born  in  (nalaska,  where 
1  have  lived  all  my  life;  and  am  a  native  of  Alaska.  I'oi-  many  years 
1  was  a  sea-otter  and  seal  hunter,  and  for  eight  years  in  my  younger 
days  I  made  trips  with  the  priest  to  Unga  and  other  villages  in  the 
vicinity. 

I  iiave  heard  the  statement  made;  bv  I'uth  P>urdu-  cimfi i  m n 1 1 .. n  of 
kofslvi,  and  from  my  knowledge  of  the  facts  know  the  Jlllnu.'kolski;'  ^'""' 
same  to  be  true. 

His 

Pavi.  X  Keimn. 

mark. 

Witness: 

,1.  Stanley  Bkown. 

Attested: 

EuDOLPii  Urnmann, 

Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  June,  181)2. 
[SE.iL.]  0.  L.  llooPKlf, 

Notary  Fublie,  Distriet  of  Alanlca, 


Deposition  of  Charles  J.  Hague,  master  mariner. 

HABITS — PELAGIC   SEALING. 
ILIULIUK,  UnALASKA  ISLAND,  ALEUTIAN  ISLANDS, 

Territory  of  Alashi.  ss: 

(Miarles  J.  Hague,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  53  years 
of  age,  being  duly  sworn,  dei)oses  and  says:  1  reside  at  . 

Alameda,  Cal.,  and  am  a  master  mariner  by  occui)ation.  '■''i"^'"''" " 
1  have  been  cruising  steadily  in  Ahiskan  waters  since  the  year  1878. 
1  have  sailed  principally  about  various  parts  of  the  Aleutian  Islands, 
as  far  west  as  Attn,  to  which  island  1  have  made  about  twenty  trips 
from  TJnalaska,  mostly  in  the  spring  and  fall  of  tht^  year.  I  do  not  re- 
member ever  having  seen  a  fur-seal  in  the  water  between  the  Four 
Mountain  Islands  and  Attn  Tslaed.  The  main  body  of 
the  fur-seal  henl  bound  to  and  from  the  Pribih)f  Islands  *^'^"  '""■ 
move  through  the  passes  of  the  Fox  Lslands,  l^nimak  on  the  east  atid 
the  West  Pass  of  IJmnak  on  the  west,  being  the  limits  between  wiu.-li 
they  enter  Pering  Sea  in  any  number.  1  do  not  know  tlirongh  -■  'i  it 
])asses  the  ditferent  calegov'cs  i>'.;)\e,  or  the  times  of  their  movements. 
Parely  see  fur-seals  in  the  Pacilic  ix'tween  San  Francisco  and  tiie  im- 
mediate viciiiity  of  the  passes.  1  think  the  fur  seal  iirnisorc.iininiiiui 
herds  of  the  Commander  and  I'ribilof  ishn»ds  are  sep-  '■'■  i""'  I'lii.iN.r  is. 
arat<!  bodu\s  ot  the  tur-seal  sjiecies,  who.^c  nunu)crs  do 
not  mingle  with  each  other.  In  tlie  latter  part  ol'  September  of  1807, 
in  the  brig  Kentuely,  making  passage  between  Petroi)aulowski  and 
Kodiak  I  observed  tiie  ("ommandei  Islands  seal  herd  on  its  way  from 
the  ro(»kerics.  They  moved  in  a  compact  mass  or  school,  after  the  man- 
ner of  herring,  and  were  making  a  westerly  course  towards  the  Kurile 
Islands. 
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Tlic  soals  wliicli  T  Ijavo  ohsorvod  on  tlioir  way  to  the  Prihilof  Tslaiuls 
do  not  move  in  largi^  schools;  they  struj>j;U'  alonj;-  a  tew  at  a  time  in  a 

sort  of  a  stream,  and  are  often  seen  sh'epinj;-  in  the 
Ai^uiiinriMiiuX.  ""  wat<T  and  jdaying.    There  are  no  fur-seal  rookeries  in 

the  Aleutian  Islands  that  I  know  of;  in  fact,  1  have 
never  heard  of  any  in  the  region  besides  those  on  the  several  well- 
known  Seal  Islands  of  Bcu-inj;'  Sea.    1  believe  there  has  been  a  fireat 
Decrease  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  the  fur-seal  species;  1  do 

not  believe  there  are  now  one-tenth  as  many  fur-seals 
frequ(Mitinj>'  the  Pribih)f  Islands  as  there  were  ten  years  ago.  Nine  or 
ten  y<'ars  aj,'<»,  when  lying-  otf  the  I'riltilof  Islands  in  the  fall,,  the  young- 
seals  used  to  play  in  the  water  about  the  vessel  in  large  nundters;  in 
going  to  tlu^  westward  in  the  month  of  May  many  seals  Avere  always  to 
be  seen  between  [Jnalaska  and  the  Four  Mountain  Islands.  In  nnd- 
summer,  wjien  making  passages  between  Unalaska  and  the  Pribih)f 
seaiHfeedin  Ishiuds,  iised  to  see  large  bodies  of  fur-seals  feeding- — 

ee  ing.  ^^^^  _  vcTC  Invariably  to  be  met  with  most  numerously 

about  00  miles  north-northwest  trtie  from  Unalaska,  and  from  there  up 
to  the  islands  a  vmtinuous  stream  of  seals  was  to  be  seen  moving 
to  and  from  the  feeding  groun«ls. 

When  last  I  visited  the  rookeries  three  years  ago,  in  ISSO,  I  noticed  a 
great  shrinkage  iu  the  area  covered  bj'  soals  on  therookeries.  While  at 
anchor  off  St.  Paul  Island  the  pups  i)laying  about  the  vessel  were 
very  few,  and  while  making  a  passage  betAveen  Unalaska  and  the 
Pribilof  Islands,  during  the  breeding  season,  did  not  see  a  dozen  In  the 
open  sea  during  the  whole  trip,  a\  here  formerly  I  met  hundreds.  In 
going  from  Unalaska  to  Atka  and  returning  (hiring  the  last  of  May 

and  the  lirst  part  of  June  of  this  vear  (1892),  1  did  not 
laJirsraHns.''''  *"  ''"■  «('«  «  siuglc  furscal  iu  the  water.    I  attribute  this  great 

decrease  to  *he  ii'.discriminat(^  slaughter  of  the  species 
by  pelagic  seaui;;,  and  their  wasteful  methods  of  securing  skins.     I 

think  tliut  a  close  season  at  the  Pribihd"  Islan<ls  for 

seveiJ'l  years  and  the  absolute  su]»pression  of  i)elagic 

sealii.g  will  cause  the  fur-seal  species,  or  such  of  them 

as  trecpient  the  Pribilof  Islands,  to  increase,  though 

slowly ,  to  their  former  numbers. 

Chas.  J.  Hague. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  Juni^  1892. 

Z.  L.  Ta^nkk, 
Licitteuant-Cominuiidcr,  U.  IS.  Navy. 


Closi'    sciisou    i'or 
BL'vcnil  vi'iiis. 

AliHoliito     ])i'uliibi- 
tiou  ut'cf.tsiu'y. 


Dvpodtion  of  Iran  Krnloff,  Aleut  Scaler. 

PKLAtHC   SEALING. 


Porsoually  appeared  before  nu^,  Ivan  Krukoft",  who,  being  duly  sworn, 

deposes  anil  says:  I  am  40  years  of  age,  a  native  of  the  Aleutian 

Islands,  and  have  lived  in  the  village  of  Makushin  all  my  lite.    At  this 

village  we  see  no  seals  in  the  spring,  but  late  in  the 

indinu BoniinK.        ^.^^j^  j^^  j.,^^.  October,  we  go  out  in  our  bidarkas  and 

catch  with  spears  and  sometimes  guns  the  young  pups  which  wt^re  born 
on  tlu'  seal  islands  in  the  summer  and  are  now  going 
south.     We  do  not  use  nets.    There  are  no  old  "^eals 
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with  these  pups;  they  are  the  yoiiii<>-  pups  that  are  driven  in  by  the 
stroiifi'  north  winds.  We  j;'o  out  as  far  as  the  cape  at  the  mouth  of 
Makiishiii  Bay  a)id  liiid  the  jiups  here  and  there;  they  are  never  to- 
gether ill  great  miiiibers.  I  never  knew  any  old  seals 
of  any  kind  to  haul  out  on  the  shores  in  this  vicinity, 
nor  liiive  I  ever  heard  any  old  men  say  they  ever  saw 
any  old  seals  haul  out. 

it  is  harder  to  find  the  pujis  now  than  it  was  a 
There  does  not  seem  to  bo  so  many  of  them  as  there 
used  to  be. 

Ivan  Kuukoff. 
Attested : 

Innokenti  Shayashnikoff, 

Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  .Sth  day  of  June,  1802. 

.1.  Stanley  liuoWN, 
United  i:itatc8  Treasury  Agent. 
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De2)()sition  of  S.  Melavidoff  and   Darid  Halamatof,  native  residents  of 

Una  la  ska. 

nABITS. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  S.  INIelavidoff  and  David  Salmatoft', 
who,  being  didy  sworn,  depose  and  say:  We  are  natives  of  Alaska, 
arc  now  and  have  been  for  the  past  twenty  years  residents  of  IJnalaska. 

The  <mly  seals  taken  by  the  nativesof  this  jdacc  are  the  this  season's 
pups  that  go  through  the  passes  during  the  ])eriod  be-      j.^     ,^ 
t ween  the  last  of  <)ctober  ami  the  last  of  November.       -^i" "•"'•" 
The  northerly  winds  bring  them  in  the  direction  of  this  harbor,  an^l  the 
natives  go  out  in  their  bidarkas  i\iid  spear  and  shoot      tiuoii1.vno.iUi;iu.u 
them  for  food.     Sometimes  w<'  find  old  male  seals  with   I'.vnativrkof  i  n;iias. 

..  ,       ,  ,  i      i-j.        1     J.1  •       ii        1   •   1        I  '111  Kil  aic  imps  fur  liMid. 

tiieiii,  but  we  dare  not  attack  them  in  the  bidarka.     1  he     s.ais.i..  not  imui  up 
mothers  are  ii(»t  with  them,  and  there  are  usually  no   "' v''i>iit.v. 
seals  of  older  age  with  them.     They  are  the  weaker  of  the  pups,  the 
stnniger  ones  going  on  through  the  passes.     No  old  seals  haul  <»iit  on 
slioie  iiere. 

1,  S.  ]\[elavidotf,  am  53  years  of  age.  I,  David  Salamatott",  am  07 
years  of  age. 


Attested : 

IIUDOLI'H  Urnmann, 

Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  llii.- 

[seal. J 


S.   MELAVinOFF. 

D.  Salamatoff. 
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7tli  day  of  June.  1802. 
('.  li.  Il(>(tpi;i{, 
Notary  I'ubUe,  Dist.  of  Alaska. 
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Deposition  of  Artlmr  Newman,  agent  of  lessees  on  Aleutian  Islands. 

HABITS. 

Iliuliuk,  Unalaska  Island,  Aleutian  Islands, 

Territory  of  Alaslca,  ss: 

Arthur  Newman,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  51  years 
,p,.j,„p  of  age,  being"  duly  .sworn,  deposes  and  says:  1  have 

.xpciieiico.  lived  in  the  Aleutian  Islands  the  greater  part  of  tlie 

time  since  18G9.  For  eight  years  I  was  agent  ior  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  at  Chernofsky,  and  for  ten  years  1  acted  in  the  same  capacity 
at  Umnak;  for  thre«;  years  I  was  an  otlicer  of  a  sui)ply  tender  making 
trips  between  San  Francisco  and  Unalaska.  I  have  made  four  trips  to 
the  westward  as  iar  as  Attn,  at  different  seasons  of  the  year.  I  ob- 
served  that  the  fur-seals  usually  commence  to  move 
^^'^  "*°"  through  both  the  I'^ast  and  West  Passes  of  Umnak  into 

Bering  Sea  about  the  last  of  May,  the  majority  enter  in  the  latter  jiart 
of  .June,  while  very  few  are  to  be  seen  moving  north  after  the  middle  of 
July.  Tlic  seals  going  north  thnmgh  these  i)asses  are  mostly  females 
and  young  bachelcns;  very  few  bulls  go  that  way.  The  natives  tirst 
reiunted  fur-seals  moving  simth  through  the  same  passes  about  the  1st 
of  O(!tober.  The  majority  j^ass  into  the  Pacitic;  between  the  2()th  of  Oc- 
tober and  the  1st  of  November,  while  the  last  ones  are  usually  observed 
about  the 25th  of  November.    The  seals  moving  south 

sex'^'n  w'.u'r'!'"'""'*''  ^^'^^  S^'^Y  l"Vl'Si  i^"<^  mcdiumsized  seals,  the  former  in 
the  majority.    I  can  not  distinguish  the  sex  of  fur-seals 
in  the  water. 
Seals  leaving  the  Bering  Sea  via  the  western  passes  are  generally 
seen  moving  steadily  towards  the  south  during  north- 
erly and  northwesterly  weather,  but  very  rarely  before 
a  northeasterly  wind.     1  think  a  .somewhat  larger  portion  of  the  .seal 
herd  moves  through  the  East  Pass  of  Umnak,  than  through  the  West 
Pass.    The  i>roi)ortions  of  i)ui)s,  etc.,  are  about  the  same,  however.     I 
DonotiaiKiorhrpcu  havc  .sccu  sick  and  .wounded  fur-seals  hauled  out  on 
pxcopt  on    I'libiiof  rocks  about  the  passes  to  rest  and  die,  but  know  of  no 
"■"""'■  ])lace '"here  they  habitually  lainl  to  breed  or  rest  in 

the  region,  save  the  several  well-known  seal  islands  of  Beiing  Sea.  I 
have  seen  seals  sleeping  on  kelp  and  feeding  alxmt  it, 
but  have  never  seen  thorn  copulate  anywhere  except  on 
a  rookery.  I  do  not  believe  that  i)ups  bom  on  kelp  could  be  properly 
nursed  and  brought  u}».  I  do  believe  that  it  is  lu^cessary  to  their  suc- 
cessful existence  that  they  be  born  on  land,  since  they  can  not  swim  at 
birth.  In  the  Avinter  of  lS71-'72, 1  made  one  of  an  exi>cdition  from  San 
FiatH'isco  to  the  Antarctic  fur-seal  rookeries  of  Staten  Land,  and  sju'iit 
altogether,  about  a  montlrs  tinu'  on  the  rookeries  during  the  months 
of  N(»vend)er  and  December,  1871,  and  January,  1S72,  which  is  tlu'ir 
brceiling  season.  1  there  ob.served  that  a  ]>ui)  is  fully  a  month  old  l»e- 
fore  venturing  in  the  water  at  all,  and  1  do  not  bclievi^  they  aie  expert 
until  between  three  and  four  months  of  age.  While  sailing  between 
San  Francisco  and  Unalaska^  I  never  saw  a  fur  .seal  in  the  water  be- 
tween sight  <»f  the  highland  of  the  Aleutians  and  San  Francisco,  but 
close  to  the  Fox  I.shuuls  geiuMally  fell  in  with  ])lenty  of  them.  I  never 
saw  a  fur-seal  in  the  water  between  Amukta  Pass  and  Attn  Island.  1  do 
not  think  the  fur  seal  herds  of  theCinnmamler  and  Prib- 


%li>:i'ati(iii. 


nn1)it8. 


rr    jinii   I'lii.ii.ii  is    iloi  I siauils  cvcr  gcl  close  enougli  to  ca<'li  ot iicr  I II  t licsc 
latitudes  to  mingle.    1  believe  there  has  bee.i  u  great 
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decrease  in  the  nundiers  of  the  fur  seals  frequenting  the  Pribilof  Islamls. 
Years  ago  I  used  to  see  a  great  number  of  them  in  Bering  Sea  whilemaking 
passage  betweeii  Unalaska  and  the  Pribilof  Islands  during  the  breeding 
season,  but  now  only  a  few  are  seen,  and  these  are  observed  much 
nearer  to  the  islands  than  was  formerly  the  case.  I 
believe  this  decrease  is  owing  to  the  large  number  of 
vessels  engaged  in  hunting  the  fur-seal  at  sea  and  the  in- 
discrimiiuite  methods  employed  by  these  sealing  vessels 
ill  taking  skins.  If  this  pursuit  were  stopped  alto- 
getler,  I  think  the  fur-seal  s]iecies  would  increase 
again,  although  very  slowly.  The  native  hunters  liv- 
ing at  the  settlements  of  Chernofsky  and  Umnak  used  to  hunt  the  fur- 
seals  in  the  fall  each  year  for  food,  laying  the  flesh 
away  for  v.inter  use.  While  at  Chernofsky,  1  collected 
annually  from  the  natives  about  750  skins  of  fur-seals  killed  in  the 
waters  adjacent,  and  at  tTmnak,  I  collected  on  an  average  about  150 
skins.  These  were  mostly  the  skins  of  gray  pups  takeu  during  the 
montli  of  October,  they  being  most  highly  prized  by  the  natives  as  an 
article  of  food.  Fur-seals  are  very  little  known  at  ^^^^  ^^^^^ 
Atka  and  Attn,  and  it  is  my  belief  that  the  farthestf  arther  weHt^^u^ru 
west  the  main  herd  moves  to  and  from  Bering  Sea  is  t^^^"iiii J'""' ^°'^" 
through  the  Four  Mountain  Islands  Pass. 

Arthur  Newman. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  June,  1892. 

Z.  L,  Tanner, 
Lieut.- Commander,  U.  IS.  Navy. 


Decrease. 


Indiscriiuiuato  kill, 
ing. 
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Pelagic  sealing. 


I)ej)ofiUion  of  Charles  T.  Wagner,  agent  ofAlasM  Commercial  Company. 

uabits — pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 

Charles  T.  Wagner,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  over  21  years  of  age,  a  resident  of  Sanak  in 
the  Aleutian  group,  and  am  employed  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
jiaiiy  as  their  agent  in  the  purchase  of  furs  and  in  supplying  the  natives 
witii  I'ood  and  clothing. 

I  was  first  employed  by  the  Government  as  deputy     ^^     . 
collector  of  customs  at  Unalaska  for  nearly  three  years,       *'"'  '^'"^' 
tioin  1871  to  1873,  since  which  time  I  have  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
<  'oinpany. 

During  the  twenty  years  whi(;h  I  have  been  statiimed  in  various 
trading  posts  in  the  Bering  Sea  I  became  conversant  with  the  general 
(|iiestion  pertaining  to  the  fur-sealing  industry  in  those  waters,  having 
lionght  sealskins  both  from  natives  and  from  hunting  vessels.  I  have 
oli.served  that  by  far4;he  lai'ger  portion  of  skins  ])ur- 
ehased  by  me  were  >'aken  from  female  seals.  Not  less  n.^^s't'Jk'^u.'^"'"'* ^^^ 
tlnin  eight  ont  of  every  ten  were  from  cows  with  pup 
or  in  milk.  I  have  ofi(Mi  bougl  t  skins  taken  from  c)w  seals  where  the 
>oiMig  i>ni)  had  been  cu*":  out  of  the  mother  and  was  kept  alive  for  sev- 
eral days,  until  it  became  such  a  uuisauce  iiom  constant  yelping  that  I 
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WnstP  <.f  life. 


Decrease. 


(lircctf'd  it  to  be  killed,  as  it  Avoiild  not  eat  and  would  eventually  die  of 
starvation. 
The  larger  portion  of  sliiim  of  seals  iiureliaped  by  me  at  stations  in 
the  Aleutian  Islands  were  caught  about  the  islands  on 
.  igrnt  on.  their  Avay  north  to  their  breeding  grounds  at  St.  Paul 

and  St.  George.    1  have  learned  ironi  ])ersonal  observation  and  from 
conversations  with  parties  that  they  lose  in  killed  and  wounded  at 
least  tAvo  out  of  every  three  obtained.    Other  sealers 
have  told  me  that  their  loss  is  much  greater. 
From  njy  personal  observation  1  know  there  has  been  a  very  great 
decrease  within  the  past  four  or  tive  years  in  the  num- 
ber of  seals  found  in  the  North  Pacitic  and  Bering 
Seas.    I  am  sure  the  decrease  is  caused  by  the  killing  of  f  male  seals 
in  the  open  sea,  and  that  if  their  destruction  by  the 
imUsciiiiiinatekiu-  indiscriminate  killing  iu  the  open  sea  is  permitted  to 
continue  it  will  only  be  a  very  short  time  until  the  herd 
will  be  entirely  destroyed. 

1  never  have  known,  and  do  not  believe  that  the  seals  at  the  Pribilof 
-     ,    ,      , ,    ,     Islands  haul  up  on  land  anywhere  excei)t  on  those 

Laud  only  on  Islnnus.     .   i        ,  ■"■  "^  ^ 

islands. 
I  never  have  been  employed  by  the  present  lessees  ot  the  seal  islands. 

C.  T.  Wagner. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  April,  A.  I).  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  JJknnett, 

Notary  l*ublw. 

\ 


Deposition  of  Kassian  Gorloi,  Indian  hunter  of  sea  otters  and  foxes. 

HABITS. 


scattering 


Atka,  Nazan  Bay,  Atka  Island,  Aleutian  Chain, 

Territory  of  AJaslca,  ss: 

Kassian  Gorloi,  a  native  and  resident  of  Atka,  5(5  years  of  age,  being 
duly  sworn,  dei)osesand  says:  I  am  Chief  of  the  native  settlement  at 
Atka,  and  have  lived  on  this  and  neighboring  islands  all  my  life.  1  am 
a  hunter  of  sea-otter  and  tbxes  by  occupation,  and  have  never  hunted 
the  fur  seal  as  a  regular  thing.  In  the  months  of  Octo- 
ber and  November,  after  a  blow  from  the  northeast,  a 
gray-pu])s  are  occasionally  seen  in  groups  of  two  and 
three.  They  pass  I'rom  Bering  Sea  into  the  Pacific,  and 
do  not  linger  about  this  region.  I  have  killed  a  few  of 
these  ])ups  in  the  jiasscs  of  Atka  and  Amlia  Islands  for  food,  and  did 
not  tind  theni  ditticailt  to  approach  in  bidarka.  I  killed  ten  in  one  sea- 
son, about  the  year  18G8,  using  a  spear,  and  never  lost  one  struck, 
although  they  do  not  Hoat  long  after  being  killed,  usually  less  than  five 
minutes.  AVe  find  but  few  nowadays,  and  I  think  there 
there  are  less  fur  seals  than  there  were  formerly.  I  do 
not  know  the  reason  for  it.  1  have  never  seen  an  old  bull  or  a  full-grown 
fur  seal  about  these  islands.  I  do  not  know  through  what  passes  the 
seal  herds  move  to  and  from  the  Bering  Sea,  nor  the  time.  Schooners 
have  occasionally  been  seen  about  this  region  in  the  spring,  but  they 
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never  stayed  lons",  and  I  do  ii()t  think  they  got  any  skins.    I  have  never 
known  of  fur-seals  hauling  out  on  the  shores  or  floating 
kelp  patches  to  rest  or  breed  in  this  region.     I   have  ^j^^t  isiumu!'  "" 
never  seen  a  mother  seal  or  a  black  i)up  in  this  region. 

lllH 

KASWIAN  X  GORLOI. 

innrk. 

Subsiuibed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  25th  day  of  IVIay,  1892. 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
Lieut.- Commander,  U.  IS.  Navy. 

T,  Peter  Shaishnikoff,  hereby  swear  that  I  have  faithfully  and  truly 
interpreted  the  foregoing  affidavit  of  Kassian  Gorloi. 

Peter  SnAisnNiKOFF. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  June,  1892. 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
Lieut.-Commander,  U.  S.  N^avy. 


Deposition  of  Pud  Zaotehnoi,  Second  Chief  of  naiircs  of  Atlai  Island,  and 

hunter. 


HABITS. 


Experience. 


any  one  year. 


Atka,  JTazan  P>ay,  Atka  Island,  Aleutian  Chain, 

Territory  of  Alaslca,  ss: 

Tnd  Zaotchnoi,  a  native  of  Amiia  Island,  of  the  Aleutian  Chain,  40 
years  of  age,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  Second  Chief 
of  the  natives  at  the  settlement  of  Atka,  Atka  Island,  Alaska,  and  am 
a  hunter  of  fur-bearing  animals,  princii)ally  the  sea-otter 
and  fox ;  I  have  never  hunted  the  fur-seal.  The  fur-seal 
is  only  rarely  seen  .about  this  region,  scattering  ones  be-  .  Fur-scai  rarely  seen 
ing  seen  occasionally  duiing  the  months  of  Sei)ten»ber,  "'  ^"^'"'**- 
October,  and  November,  traveling  from  the  northward  to  the  southward, 
through  the  passes  between  Atka  and  Andia  Islands.  Those  seen  are 
always  gray  pups,  and  usually  appear  after  a  blow  from 
the  northeast.  The  most  I  ever  saw  in  any  one  year  was  iraximnm  seen  in 
about  a  dozen,  but  never  more  than  two  or  tliree  at  a 
time.  1  have  met  them  in  the  passes  while  hunting  in  abidarka 
never  known  them  to  rest  on  the  shores  or  on  i)atches 
of  floating  kelp  in  this  region.  I  have  never  seen  large 
bulls  or  full-grown  fur-seals  in  this  region.  I  do  not 
know  through  what  passes  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  the 
fur-seal  herds  move  into  Bering  Sea,  nor  at  what  time 
they  do  so.  I  have  seen  so  few  fur-.seals,  and  never  jinybut  a  few  scat- 
tering gray  i)upa,  that  I  am  unalde  to  form  any  ideas  regarding  the 
decrease  of  the  fur-seal  species. 

hib 

Pud  X  Z\()TUHNOi. 

mark 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  25th  day  of  ^Fay,  1892. 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
Lieut.-Commander^  U.  IS.  Navy. 
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I,  Pot(M' SliaislmilvofT,  lioroby  swoiir  that  Iliavo  faitli fully  aiul  truly 
interpreted  tiie  tbregoing  affidavit  otTiul  Zaotcliiioi. 

Peter  ISiiaisiinikoff, 

Interpreter 

Subseribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  tin's  7tli  day  of  June,  18913. 

/.  L.  Tannkk, 
Lieut. -Commander J  U.  iS.  N^avy. 


Deposition  of  Samuel  Kahoorof,  hunter. 
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Attu,  CnicnAGOF  Harbok,  Attu  Island,  Aleitttan  Chain, 

Territorij  of  Alatilca,  ss: 

Samuel   Kahoorof,  a  native  of  Attu  Island,  52  years  of  age,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  hunter  of  the  sea  otter  and  blue- 
fox,  aiul  have  lived  in  this  vicinity  all  my  life.     Jl.avo 
xperence.  nevcr  liuuted  the  fur  seal.    Our  hunting  grounds  are 

.about  Attu,  Agattu,  and  the  Semiehi  Islands.     Have  seen  only  three 
fur  seals  in  this  region  in  twenty  years;  saw  them  in  May,  iStlO,  travel- 
ing along  the  nortli  side  of  Attu  Island,  about  .T  miles  off  shore,  and 
making  a  northwesterly  (.'(rnrse.  Thevwerev<ningmales, 
vi^t  Attn'isiami.  ""*  I  think.     Fur-seals  do  not  regularly  visit  tl^ese  islands 
now,  but  about  twenty-fi\'e  or  thirty  years  ago  I  used 
to  see  small  squads  of  large  seals  during  the  month  of  June  feeding  and 
sleeping  about  the  kelp  patches otf  the  eastern  shores  of  At  tu  and  Agattu 
j^^._^  Islands.     They  came  from  the  soutliAvard,  and  traveled 

igra  ion.  .^^  ^  uortliwesterly  direction.     Never  saw  any  fur  seals 

east  of  the  Semichi  Islands,  and  do  not  think  those  of  the  Commander 
Islands  herd  go  farther  to  the  eastward  than  that. 
They  decreased  in  numbers  gradually,  and  during  the 
last  twenty  years  have  only  seen  the  three  above  mentioned.  I  favo 
never  seen  a  nursing  or  mother  cow  or  a  black  or  gray  pup  in  this  re- 
gion, and  do  not  think  they  ever  visit  it. 

Do  not  know  of  any  rookeries  or  places  where  fur-seals  regularly  haul 
out  on  the  land  or  kelp  to  breed  in  the  Aleutian  Islands, 

Akutim^8wy.'' ""  ""^^  ^^  ""*  tl''"l^  tl'^'*'  i*^  '"^"^'^i  '^  1>1'"'<'-    ^o  not  know 
where  the  old  bulls  speiul  the  winter,  and  do  not  know 

the  routes  the  fur-seal  herds  take  in  their  migraticms  to  and  from  the 
Conunander  and  Pribilof  Islands;  neither  do  I  think 
the  two  herds  come  near  enough  together  in  these  lati- 
tudes to  mix.  Do  not  know  why  the  nund)eis  of  the  fur-seals  seen 
about  these  islands  are  now  less  than  in  former  years.  Sealing  schoon- 
ers do  not  freipient  these  islands;  last  August  tli'ce  of  them  came  in 
here  I'or  water,  and  then  went  south  in  a  day  or  two.  lliey  said  they 
had  been  to  the  Commander  Islands. 

liis 

Samuel  x  Kahoorof. 

innrk. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  ihis  28th  day  of  May,  1892. 

Z.  L.  Tan>jer, 
Lieut. -Commander,  U.  IS.  Navy. 


Herds  (Id  not  mix. 


I 

i 


REl-ATINO   TO   THE    ATJUTTIAN    ISLANDS. 


2  If) 


\'  and  truly 

OFF, 

tcrprctcr 
I89li. 

N'KU, 

iS.  N^uvy. 


T,  Petor  Sliiiisiiikoff,  lirrolty  swoar  tliat  T  have  faitli fully  and  truly 
inft'ipretetl  the  loirgoiny  atli«liivic  of  Samuel  Kahoorof. 

rKTKU   SlI A I.sIIN I KOFF, 

Jnhrprctcr. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nie  this  7th  day  of  June,  18!)ii. 

Z.  L.  Tannfw, 
Lieut.- Commander,  U.  IS.  Xary. 
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1892. 

iER, 

S'.  Navy. 


Deposition  of  Eliah  Vt'oVopief,   native  hunter  of  otttrs  and  foxes. 

IIAUITS. 

Teurttory  of  Alaska, 

Attn,  Chiehagof  Harbor,  Attn  Island,  Aleutian  (Jh<(in,ss: 

I<]liah  Piokopief,  a  native  of  Amchitka  Island  of  the  Aleutian  Chain, 
52  years  of  age,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:         _  . 
Am  a  hunter  of  the  sea  otter  and  blue  fox  and  have    '''''""■"""'^''■ 
li\ed  in  this  vicinity  all  my  life.     I  hunt  about  Attn,  Agattu,  and  the 
Semichi  Islands.     Have  never  hunted  nor  killed  a  fur  seal.     Fur  seals 
do  not  regularly  frequent  these  regions,  and  I  have 
seen  none  but  a  few  scattering  ones  in  twenty  years.   f,""^.ai»*'h7Vid'iIiiv!^ 
Thirty  years  ago,  when  the  Kussians  controlled  these 
islands,  I  used  to  see  a  few  nuHlium  sized  fur-seals,  one  or  two  at  a  time 
in  the  summer,  generally  in  June,  traveling  to  the  northwest,  and  bound, 
I  think,  for  the  Commander  Islands.    Tiie  farthest  east  I  have  ever  ob- 
served them  was  about  uO  miles  east  of  the  Semichi 
Islands;  do  not  think  those  going  to  the  Commander  tn^lf^fuhiiuLivixl^'. 
Islands  ever  go  farther  east  than  that.    Tliose  most 
seen  in  former  times  wore  generally  feeding  and  sleeping  about  the  kelp 
l)atches  between  Attn  and  Agattu,  and  the  Semichi 
Islands,  where  the  mackerel  abounds.    They  decreased  ^'*'™"*"- 
in  juimbers  constantly,  and  now  are  only  seen  on  very  rare  occasions. 
Have  seen  but  half  a  dozen  in  the  last  twenty  years;  they  were  large. 
s(\'ils,  bulls  I  judged  from  their  size,  traveling  to  the  northwest,  about 
30  miles  east  of  the  Semichi  Islands.    This  was  in  May,  1888. 

Have  never  seen  any  pups,  black  or  gray,  (tr  nursing  female  fur-seals 
in  this  region,  and  do  not  think  they  ever  visit  it.  Do  not  know  of  any 
rookeries  in  the  Aleutian  Islands,  nor  anv  jtlaces  where 
fur-seals  haul  out  regularly  on  the  land  (»r  kelp  to  breed  ti.JJ.'Villal'.aZ""  •^'"'' 
or  rest  excei)t  the  Kussian  and  American  seal  ishmds 
of  JJering  Sea.  Do  not  know  where  the.  old  bull  iur  seals  sjunid  the 
winter,  nor  what  route  the  fur-seal  herds  take  to  and  from  the  Com- 
mander and  Pribilof  islands,  nor  at  what  times  the  herds  i»as.s  to  and 
fro.    Am  quite  sure  the  herds  do  not  come  near  enongli  together  to 


mingle  in  these 
seals  beinc:  seen 


Have  never  known  of  fur- 
between  Amchitka  and  a  point  .'iO 


regions. 


Herds  ill)  nut  iiiiii'ilo. 


as  ii 


•y 


Dei  Ti'Mso. 


miles  east  of  the  Semichi  Islands.     Do  not  think  there  are  now 

fur-seals   as  there  were  thirty  years  ago,  but  <lo  not 

know  the  cause  of  the  decrease.    Sealing  schooners  <lo 

not  regularly  visit  these  islands.     Last  August  (ISIU)  three  of  tliem 

came  in  here  to  get  water,  but  only  stayed  a  few  hours  each;  they  had 

beeu  to  the  Commander  Islands  and  were  going  south. 

liiH 

Eliaii  X  Pu()Kopij:f. 

mark. 
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TESTIMONY    REr.ATINO    TO    THE    AT.ELTIAN    irrANDS. 


Subscribinl  and  .swoni  to  lu'loij*  iin'  tliis  2Slh  day  of  Mav,  lSt)li. 

Z.  li.  TaNxNHU, 
JjicKtcnant-Comiuuntlcr,  U.  S.  Nai'y 

T,  Peter  SliaislmikofK',  hereby  swear  fliat  I  liave  faithfully  and  truly 
interpreted  the  fureyoing  allidavit  of  Kliah  Prokoinef. 

I'KTKH    HlIAlSHN'IKOIF, 

Jnteriirctcr. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  dav  of  June,  1S<J2. 

Z.  L.  Tannkk, 
Licutenantt'ommander,  U.  IS.  Nary. 


Peposition  ofFilaret  Prohtpief,  ar/ent  and  afnrclTeper  of  Ahisl'a  Commer- 
cial Company,  on  Attn  Inland,  and/ur-ltnnter. 

HABITS. 

Territory  of  Alaska, 

Attn,  Chieltaffof  Harbor,  Attn  Island,  Aleutian  Chain,  s.<f: 

Fihiret  l*rokoi»ief,  a  native  of  Attn  Island,  Alaska,  23  years  of  ajje, 
beinj^-  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  the  aj^ent 
Kxporiciioe.  and  storekeeper  at  this  ])1  ace  for  the  Alaska  Commer- 
cial (company,  whieh  position  1  have  hehMbr  the  last 
two  years.    My  occupation  is  that  of  a  hunter,  ])rincipally  for  the  sea- 
otter  and  fox;  never  for   the  fur-seal.     1  "usi'd  to  hunt,  before  I  was 
,     made  ayent,  abcmt  the  Attn,  Agattu,  sind  the  Semichi 

No  seals  in  vicinity,    riir  i..^'  i-^i  i.  li. 

Islands.  I  luiver  saw  but  one  fur-seal  in  the  water.  It 
Wiis  a  young  male  whi<th  was  killed  in  this  bay  in  September  of  18.S4. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  fur-seal  rookery  or  other  id.aees 
AioiitianVsiandl  °"  wlunv  fur  sealsliaulout  ou  theland  to  breed  or  res'^tinthe 

Aleutian  Islands,  nor  where  the  old  bull  fur-sesiis  spend 

the  winter.    I  do  not  ku(nv  at  wliat  times  or  by  what  routes  the  seal 

...     .,      ,.«..,    herds  move  to  and  from  the  Bering  Sea;  have  heard 

Misjration  of  Pribi-       iiii.  ^\        f,  ititii  j. 

lof  iind  coniman.itir  ol<l  huuters  Say  the  Commander  Tslauus  herd  use  to 
'"'*'"  pass  close  to  the  western  shores  of  these  islands  on  their 

way  north. 

Filaret  Prokoimef. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2Sth  day  of  May,  1892. 

Z.  L.  Tanner, 
Lieutenant-Commander,  IT.  S.  Kavy. 

T,  Peter  Shaishnikolf,  hereby  swear  that  I  have  faithfully  and  truly 
interpreted  the  foregoing  allidavit  of  Filaret  Pro])kopief. 

Peter  Siiaisunikoff, 

Inter2)reter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  June,  1892. 

Z.  L,  Tanner, 
Lieutenant-Commander,  U.  IS.  Kavy. 


TESTIMONY  TAKHN  ON  OR  NF.AR  KADIAK  ISLAND, 


jyeposition  of  Isaac  M.  Lenard,  seaotter  hunter,  residing  at  Belhofsliy, 

Alaska. 


?/>•«  Conimer- 


£xpnr!i^i]ce. 

Itaidit   on 
islanilM. 


RuHsian 


Uustriiutinii  of  pups. 


PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Isaac  Lenard,  being  dnly  sworn,  deposes  and  saitli :  T  reside  at  Belkof- 
sky,  Alaska  Territory.    I  liave  been  a  sea-otter  hunter 
for  forty  years,  and  liave  occasionally  raided  the  Rus- 
sian seal  islands.    When  on  a  raid  we  would  watch  for 
a  favorable  opportunity  to  make  a  landing,  and  then 
kill  male  and  female  fur-seals  indiscriminately.    Prob- 
iibly  for  every  500  marketal)le  skins  secured,  double 
tluit  number  of  pups  were  <lestroyed.    I  think  that  a 
close  season  between  the  numths  of  February  and  No 
vembcr  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and  Bering  Sea  should  be  estab- 
lished in  order  to  j)revent  the  extermination  of  the  fur-seal  species. 

I.  M.  IjEnard. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  3892. 

Joseph  Mubray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Protection 

close  soiiHon. 


by 


Deposition  of  Andrew  Anderson,  sea-otter  hunter,  residing  on  Kadiak  Is- 
land. 


lOKOPlEF. 


PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Andrew  Anderson,  being  duly  sworn,  dcim.ses  and  saith:  1  reside  at 
!St.  J'aul,  Kadiak  Island,  Alaska  Territory.     1  am  a 
seaotter  hunter  by  occupation,  and  am  now  master  ot     Kxporiciico. 
a  hunting  schooner.    While  engaged  in  hunting  dur- 
ing the  past  eighteen  years,  I  liave  killed  more  or  less  fur-seals.     I 
usually   first   fall  in  with    fur-seals    off  Cooks  Inlet    ^  ^  ^  roftrr>  k' 
about  the  first  of  Juue.    I  have  noticed  a  percejitible  kt'Xmt  June  ist.  " 
and  gradual  decrease  in  seal  life  for  the  past  few  years 
aud  attribute  it  to  the  large  number  of  vessels  engaged 
in  hunting  them  at  sea.    I  have  never  seen  a  fur-seal 
puj)  of  the  same  season's  birth  in  the  water  at  sea; 
ueither  have  I  any  knowledge  of  any  being  born  else- 
where than  on  a  regular  rookery. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  any  rookeries,  or  any  place 
where  fur-seals  haul  up  on  the  laud,  in  the  northern   hemisphere, 
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Seals:  Decrease  of. 

Pups  not  ill  water 
(luring  season  of  liirlli. 

Pii)iH  born  only  on 
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Islands. 
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TESTIMONY 


otlH^r  tliiiii  tlios*'  (nr-s«'>il  rookeries  on  tlir  srveial  swil  isliimls  of  Rcr- 

iuii  .Sea. 

My  experieneo,  in  seal  hunting:  is  that  a  miieli  f;reater  iiiiinber  of  fe- 
„    ,       .  males  are    taken  at    sea  tlian  males  of  the  fur  seal 

Much  Ki'uiitor  iium-  .  i      i.  n       «.  i         ^i  .       -^  j. 

iMirof  feinitieo  ukeii.  s])ecies;  aiiu  oi  the  ieniiues,  tlu' majority  are  pre};nant 

or  niilkinf;  cows.     I  lieliev*'  tliat  in  order  to  nreservo 

iToi.ibiu..«uocc»Hary.j.jj.^gj^j  1},^,  peiayir  hunting  should  be  stoi)pe(l  ahso- 

lutely. 

Andrew  -f-  Anderson. 

iiiikrk. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

JOSEIMI  MruuAV, 
United  States  Treunury  Agent. 


I  \ 


Deposition  of  Charles  Avery,  scaler  {master),  residing  on  Kadiah  Tsland. 

PELAOIO   SEALING. 

Charles  Avery,  a  resident  of  St.  Paul,  Kodiak,  Alaska,  beinfj  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said:  J   am  captain  of  a  seidinj; 

Expeiicuce.  sclioiuier;  have  been  six  years  in  Alaska;  have  been 

huntinf?  seals  three  years.     I  start  the  seasoji  otf  Vaku- 

^   ,  „   ,  „  tat.     Tlie  first  seals  ar(^  seen  aboui,  Aitril  first.     VVe 

skills nrHtappoarol)     ,.,,,,  i      i         i  ^    ••      i.^  i         i  i 

Yakiitiit  .iiimit  April  toilow  tlic  scals  baclc  and  fortli,  as  scboolseome  alonji'. 


We  use  rifles  and  shotfj^uns.  Of  those  killed,  the 
number  saved  varies  with  the  skill  of  the  hunters. 
Irukw.' uro*  ivv  La«t  year  we  lost  very  few.  About  ".tO  per  cent  of 
L«;  iiiii.ioiity  piL'g-  those  saved  are  females,  and  the  }ii eater  numlyn'  with 
young.  The  females  sink  almost  immediately  when 
shot,  if  heavy  with  younj-'.  It  is  not  ])ossible  to  dis- 
tiii}j;uisli  se.v  wlieii  seals  are  swimminjjf,  and  killinjj  is 
indiscriminate.  1  do  not  think  that  seals  (jau  be  born 
in  the  water  and  live.  I  do  not  know  of  any  rookery 
except  those  on  the  seal  islands  of  the  Bering  Sea. 

CuARLKs  Avery. 


Pelaj;ic    liiitli 
posaiblu. 


Kookprics  only 
Pribilot'  Islaiul.i. 


Subscribecl  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1.1th  day  of  A])ril,  1892. 

Joseph  Mitrray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Vassili  Chiehinoff  et  al.,  native  fur  hunters. 

PELAGIC   sealing. 

Vassili  Chichinoflf,  Timothy  Demidoff,  Simeon  Keisoff,  Alamphy  Pes- 

tikoff,  Trokopy  Nankook,  Feodore  Anutak,  Evan  Griiiofl,  and  Feodore 

Grinofl',  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say:  We  are 

-.xpenence.  residents  of  St.  Paul,  Kadiak  Island,  Alaska,  and  are 

natives  of  Alaska.  Oiii'  occupation  is  hunting  for  fur-bearing  animals, 
principally  the  sea-otter. 


TAKEN    ON    OI{    NKAK    KADIAK    ISLAND. 
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ihIh  of  Rcr- 


NDERSON. 


'Jink  fsland. 


KnciUrricH    iiiilv    on 
rrlliiliif  IhIiiikU.' 

l*ii|m  cikii  liti  rmrt'it 
iiil.v  nil  u  I'iMiki'ry. 


Wr  iill  liiivc  an  iiitiiiiiitt'  Uiio\vlotl<>«>,  of  th«(  roast  of  Alaska  fn»iii  Ka 
diiiU   to  I'lialaskji,  aii<l   know  of  im  fur  s<*al  rookeries 
nllit-r  tliaii  tlios<-  on  tlie  seal   islanWs  of  liniti^r  Sea. 
NVc  have  nevei'  seen  fur  seal  pups  of  tlu'  same  season's 
liii'tli  in  tlie  water  at  sea,  and  <lo  not  believe  itpossibh' 
I'di  I  hem  to  l»e  sucei'ssfully  reared  except  on  a  vooki^iy. 
llH're  is  no  way  of  distinjfuisliin;;  the   sex  of  fur  seals  (except  largo 
bulls),  iu  the  water  at  sea,  nor  do  huiiteis  ever  make 
liny  eiVort  to  do  so,  but  on  the  eoutrary  kill  all  seals  j^J«"T'«riininirt4, kiii- 
thcy  can  indiscriminately. 

Fur  seals  have  decreased  very  rajiidly  durinjf  the  last  five  years,  and 
we  believe  it  is  du«^  to  the  large  miud)er  of  vessels  en-     _ 
o;i;u;ed  in  huntinj;-  them  at  S(!a. 

Kncnving  that  pelagic  hunting  is  the  cause  of  the  do(!rease  in  fur-seal 
11  Ic.  we  are  iu  favor  of  its  entire  and  absolute  sujjpres- 
siiiii  and  i)rohibition  iu  <)rder  that  said  fur-seal  life  may  g^^.y"''"'"^'""  "'''""■ 
he  saved  from  e  termiiuition. 

Vassili  (yiiioiiiNOFF.  [In  Russian]. 

Timothy  Demidoff.  [In  RnssianJ. 

SiMiooN  Kii;.soFF  (his  x  niark). 

Alamthy  Pkstikoff  (Ilia  x  mark.) 

Prokopv  Nankook  (his  x  nmrk). 

Feodokk  Anutak  (his  x  nmrk). 

Evan  (Irinoff.  [In  Hussiau]. 

Fkodore  Orinoff  (his  x  mark). 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nic  this  Uith  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray', 
United  /States  Treaxury Af/ent. 


Di'positlon  of  •JitUits  Chri8ti<ni.sen,  sea  otter  hunter  (master),  residing  on 

Kadiak  Island. 


pelagic  sealing. 


Expcrienco. 


.Iidius  Cliristiansen,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  reside 
lit  St.  Pauls.  Kadiak  island,  Alaska,  and  liavis  lived  m 
tlie  Tevritoi-y  for  the  past  ten  years.  I  am  an  otter 
liiiiit(!r  by  occupaticm,  and  the  owner  of  a  schooner  engaged  in  that 
imrsiiit. 

Last  year  (1801)  I  hunted  for  seals  at  sea.    We  first  met  them  in  the 
it'iiiouof  Prince  William  Scmnd,  and  IbUowed  them  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  llarren  Islands  oH'  Cooks  Inlet.    I  used  a  shotgun  almost  exclusively 
lust  season,  and  lost  about  one  third  of  all  fur-seals 
--liot.    Of  those  secured,  the  larger  part  by  tar  were  le-  jOiiivoniiososcciirea 
males,  and  the  majority  of  these  were  pregnant  cows,  l"■'^^'"""'  i''>'"iii<«- 
It  is  impossible  to  distinguish  the  sex  of  the  fur  seal  in  the  water  at 
sea.  and  no  ettbrt  was  made  to  do  so.    We  killed  all  fur- 
seals  indiscriminately.     Fur-seals  when  shot  dead,  sink 
;ihiiost  immediately.    I  never  knew  of  fur-seal  pups      „om  only  on*  rook- 
being  born  anywhere  except  on  a  rookery,  and  do  not  cry. 
Itelieve  they  can  be  successfully  laised  under  other  con-      Ro„koiv  only  on 
<litions.     Neither  have  I  any  kn<»wledge  of  a  fur-seal  Pribiiof  islands, 
rookery  existing  anywhere  except  ou  the  seal  islands  of 
liermg  Sea. 

J.  Christiansen. 


IndiRtriuiinate. 


'if 


IP 


m 

■i\'r 


■!-i 


J 
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SubscrilK'd  and  sworn  to  boiore  mc  this  13th  dsiy  of  April,  1892. 

JOSKI'JI    MllRKAV, 

United  iStates  Treamirij  Atjent, 


Deposlllon  of  F.  F.  Feeny,  owner  and  master  of  hunting  vessel,  residing 

on  Kadiah  Island. 


PELAGIC  SEALING. 


F. 

Kx|icri<'inc. 


IiiiliHci'iiiiiiiatc  Kill. 


r.  Feeiiy,  a  resident  of  Long  Island,  St.  Panl  Ilarhor,  Kadiak, 

Ahiska,  being  didy  i^worn,  saith:  I  liave  resided  in 

Alaska  over  twenty  years.     I  am  owner  and  captain  of 

a  hunting  and  trading  schooner.    I  have  been  along  the  coast  from 

Uniinak  I'ass  to  Sitka.    I  have  never  hunted  fur-seal  regularly,  but 

On..  Ill th  lost.  have  killed  them  wIumi  I  came  across  them.    Of  seals 

Eiyiii.v  iicr  ..lit  of  killed,  about  four  out  of  five  are  saved.    Of  those  taken, 

.>!  tiios..  (ak.ii  lire  fo-  v.fi.bablv  four  out  of  five  are  females.    Most  all  of  the 

iiiiil.'s.     Ill    p  11  ])      or     -.  •'  . 

iiiiiiiiiiH-  lemales  taken  are  with  young,  or  mothers. 

There  is  no  way  that  1  know  of  to  distinguish  the  sex  of  a  seal  when 
it  is  in  the  water.  No  attempt  is  made  to  discrimi- 
nate the  sex  so  as  to  kill  only  males.  The  seals  have 
most  decidedly  decreased  in  number,  caused  by  the 
continual  hunting  and  killing  in  the  open  sea.  I  have 
never  seen  nor  heard  of  a  seal  born  at  sea 'nor  on  kelp. 

„  IV'-'l'^VV'',''  ","'J'  ""  1  do  not  know  of  any  rookery  other  than  those  of  i\w 

I'nliilof  Isliiiiil.s.  1   •    I         1      •       i>       •  ct  T  •     •  -i- i-i  1 

seal  islands  in  Bering  Sea.    In  my  opinion,  if  the  seals 
are  not  harassed  and  hunted  at  sea  they  will  increase, 
and  to  preserve  them  from  extermination  pelagic  hunt- 
ing must  be  stopped. 

F.  F  Feeny. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  Ai>ril,  l.S9L>. 

Joseph  Mirkav, 
United  /States  Treasury  Agent. 


!)(■(  T.'llf 


No  Ijirllis  at  sea  or 
on  kelp. 


I'roliiliitioii 
Baiy. 


Deposition  of  William  Foster,  seal  hunter,  residing  on  KadiaJ:  Island. 


pelagic  sealing. 

William  Foster,  a  resident  of  St.  Paui,  Kadiak,  Alaska,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said:  1  am  a  hunter.     Have  been 

r.xpcri.ii..!.  in  Alaska  eighteen  years.     Have  been  from  ii-y  Hay 

to  Unalaska.  1  have  never  hunted  fur-seal  until  last 
year.     From  my  own  experience,  and  Avhat  1  have  \u vn 

^]^,i■■.u•  oiv  Cooks  told  bvorher  hunters,  about  one-half  of  the  seals  kille<l 
ill'unijMliii.iJt.:"'''  '^i"l^-  "  'l'''*^  •'^t'" -'^  i'PPeiir  oil  ( '(M.k's  Inlet  about  May  1st. 
They  ai)pear  oil'  Tnga  about  the  1st  of  .lune. 

A  seal  if  shot  dead  will  sink   almost  immediately.     In  my  opinion, 


Wiist,  ^f  life. 


IVircasc. 

Ko.ikiii.'S   .iiilv   oil 
rriliilol'  Islaii.l.  ' 

IV'oiK.'  lioru  on  kvlj). 


seals  and  all  other  I'm -bearing  animals  are  decreasing 
and  the  cause  is  ])elagic  hunting.  1  «lo  not  know  of 
any  rookery  "utside  of  tile  seal  islands  of  the  I?cring 
Sea,  nor  iiave  I  heard  of  anyoth  ".  1  have  nevei'  seen 
pups  born  on  kelp  beds,  and  I  am  certain  they  can  not 
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livp  and  thrive  on  kolj)  beds.    In  my  opinion,  in  order     i'n>iiii.iti.m   nects. 
t(»  preserve  tlie  fur  seals,  all  pelagic  sealing  should  be  '""^' 
stopped. 

\Vm.  Foster. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April  J892. 

JOSKI'II    MrURAY, 
UniU'd  SUihH  Treasury  Atjcnt. 


Dcponition  of  Edward  Xighl  Latrsou,  scah  r  {liunler),  residing  on  Kadiak 

Island. 


dial-  Island. 


not  know  of 


h'amritf.  IK7H. 
Oiinaid  187!». 

r<'rC(„(.lKH4. 
•Sn/i  Dii-iio,  1^85. 


Jicuiiti  Iniiitiii};  olJ 
('ai)c  I'"liilli  ry  in  Foil- 
luiirv 

Ami  at  Saii4l  I'liiiit 
ill  .liiiii'. 


PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Kdwanl  Nighl  Law  son,  being  duly  switrn,  «ieposes  and  saith :  I  re- 
side at  St,  I'auls,  Kadiak  Island,  Alaska,  and  liave  ,,.•.,,, 
lived  in  the  Territory  for  the  ]>ast  twelve  yc-ars.     1  am       "i"'""'«- 
a  sea-otter   hunter    by  occupation  ,uid  am  well  accjuainted  with  the 
Ndithwest  coast  from  San  Francisco  to  TTnalaska. 

In  the  years  1878  and  187!)  I  was  employed  as  a  fur-seal  hunter  on 
lioard  the  schooners  Favorite  and  Onward,  respect- 
ively, both  of  Victoria,  British  Colund)ia;  and  in  the 
yeais  1884  and  1885  I  was  engaged  in  the  same  capac- 
ity on  the  schooners  Teresa  and  San  />i'/Y/y, respectively, 
both  hailing  from  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

hi  the  Victoria  vessels  we  started  in  to  hunt  fur-seals  oft'  Cai)e  Flat 
teiy  in  February  both  years,  following  the  seals  along 
the  coast  as  far  as  the  Fair  Weather  grouiul.  In  the 
Ainerican  vessels  hunting  began  at  Sand  I'oint  in 
,1  line,  and,  working  on  witli  Ije  main  herd  from  that 
vicinity,  we  followed  the  seals  through  Unimak  Pass 
into  Bering  Sea.  Breech-htading  firearms  were  used  exclusively.  My 
own  success  as  a  hunter  was  a  catch  of  80  i)cr  cent  of     ,,     , .  ^„ 

,,    ..  1      1   Ml     1         T    1  1   -ii      1    ^  1  •  -11      •  *  aiiylit  Ml  per  cent 

ill!  tur  seals  killed.     I  have  killed  females  m  milk  in  (.rtiius,.  Kiiu,i, 
riiiinak  Pass,  and  even  out  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  liOO     .^'"p'"'-'   t'«"ii'i<» 
miles  from  the  land.     We  can  not  distinguish  between 
the  sexes  of  fur  seals  in  the   water  at  sea,  nor  do  we  try  to.     On  the 
coiitiarv,  evervthing  in  sight  is  taken  if  i)ossil)le,  e\-      ,   ,.     .   .    , 

,    ,      ■  ,.11  1  1    •  ,11  rii  Inilisiiiiiiiiialc. 

(('l»t  larg<'  bulls,  whose  skins  are  worthless,     lo  secure 

a  Itir-seal  it  is  best  to  shoot  it  tliiougli  the  body,  as  it  will   lioat  longer 

than  if  shot  thnuigh  the  head.     Male  fur  seals   sink    . 

almost  instantly   when  shot  dead,   while  a    i>regiiaiit  ■'•""''">'"- 

(emaie  wdl  Hoat  f<»r  several  niiiiut<'s.     In  (»rder  to  ]ue\-ent  the  extermi 

nation  of  tlu^  fur  seal  sjiecies  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 

:i  fh)se  season  in  the  Ntntli  Pacilic  Ocean  and  in  lieriiig  „,|,'j;;';.''''''''''' ''''''•'" 

Sea  should  be  established  and  enforced  from  A]»iil  1 

to  Xovenil)er  1  of  each  year.     I  never  saw  a  piij)  seal  in  the  water  nor 

nil  beds  of  kelp,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  possible  for 

I  hem  to  be  liaised   there.     1  know  of  no  rtiokeries  in 

the  North  I'acitie  other  than  those  on  the  seal  islands 

ol'  Bering  Sea,  and  have  never  heard  of  any  others 

IVoin  a  reliable  source. 

Edward  Nigiil  Lawson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.'Slh  day  of  A])ril,  1802. 

.losi;iMi  M^l{l{A^, 
United  States  Treasanj  Agent 


I'rlaiii 
pnssiltl 


liirlli     iiii 


lIiiiiUii  i«'.s    milv  nil 
I'lihilcif  IsI.iiiiIk. 
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TESTIMONY 


11^     t: 


Deposition  of  William  Rohdc,  httuier  (mat-ter),  residiiuj  on  Kiuliali  Inland. 

IIAIUTS. 

William  Rolide,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  resident 
ExDerkiiro  ^  ^^'  '^''^"^  I'^odiak,  Alaskji,  and  am  captain  of  a  hunt- 

ing and  trading  scliooner.     I  luive  resided  in  Alaslia 
six  years,  and  in  all  that  time  followed  the  calling  of  a  hunter. 

Beginning  at  Cooks  Inlet,  In  the  spring,  we  find  seals 
ott"  the  inlet  in  May  traveling  westward  along  the  coast 
towards  the  Bering  Sea.  1  never  hunted  fur  seals,  but 
1  have  a  knowledge  of  their  habits  and  movements, 
and  I  never  saw  a  pup  seal  in  the  water,  nor  on  a  bed 
of  kelj),  and  I  know  a  pup  seal  could  not  live  and 
thrive  on  a  kelp  bed.  I  know  of  no  place  where  fur- 
t.siami«T""'^''""'°  seals  haul  out  on  land  except  the  seal  islands  of  Bering 
Sea,  nor  have  1  ever  heaid  of  such  a  place. 

W.  llOITDE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  »Me  this  I3th  day  of  April,  1892. 

JosKPii  Murray, 
United  Spates  Treasury  Agent. 


A|ii><'!ir   off    Cooks 
Inlvt  iu  Mny. 


Pelagic  bii'tli  iiiipoS' 
Bible. 


Deposition  of  Peter  Titehemtff,  storeh-eper  for  Alaslca  Commercial  Com- 
pany, residing  on  Kudiak  IsImuL 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Peter  TitchenoflP,  a  resident  of  St.  Paul,  Kodiak,  Alaska,  being  duly 

.     ^  sworn,  deposed  and  said:  lam  a  native  of  Alaska. 

xporiencp.  ^^^^  p,^  years  old.     1  am  storekeeper  for  the  Alaska 

Commercial  Co.    I  am  ac(|uainted  with  the  coast  from 

rc)iIk*eii<raionJr7^oaHt.   Sitka  to  Kodiak.    I  (h)  not  know  of  any  rookery  along 

tiie  coast  nor  liave  1  ever  heard  of  any. 

Peter  Titohenoff. 

Subscribe*!  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.'3th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Jof<EPii  Murray, 
United  states  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  John  C.  Tolman,  United  (<!tates  deputy  eoUector  on  Kadialc 

Island. 

PKI-AGK^   SEALING. 

John  C.  Tolman,  being  duly  sworn,  dcjjoses  and  says:  I  am  U.  S. 
deputy   collector.     Ifcsidcd   nearly  two  years  at  Ko- 
xponoiice.  ^j_^j^  j^^   ciipiicity   of  deputy  collcclor.     The  seal   are 

taken  off  Kodiak  Island  about  the  1st  of  June.     The  hunters  use  shot- 
guns and  ritles  exclusi\ cly  for  taking  seal.     I  think  that  from  what  I 
have  been  able  to  learn,  about  half  the  seal  shot  are  lost,  the  hunters 
being  unable  to  seciir*'  them  before  they  sink.     Fiom 

pnlt'lian^Lnlu" «.''"'   ^^'"'f'  '   '"i^'«'  '>*'*''i  "'»•*'  ^'*  Vwvw   the  majority  of  seals 

iii.iiH.iimiiiatDkiii    takcu  aroiMid    Kodiak  are  females.     Ilimters  use   no 

"'"''  disei'i!!ii!i:!ti<>!i  in    laUiiig  seal,  but  kill  e\'erythiiig  that 

pok«^s  its  hea<l  out  <»f  water  neai' the  boat.     Sealers  i'e])ort  that  seals 

are  n<»t  as  plentiful  as  in  former  years.     Si-areitv  of  seal 

can  be  attributed  t^)  no  other  cause  than  i)elayic  huut- 
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(diaJc  Island. 


iiig  iind  the  iiKliscriiiiiiiivtc  sliootiii};'  of  seals  in  tlieopen  sea,  both  in  the 
Korth  Pncifi(;  and  Bering  Sea.    1  have  never  known     ^^  eianc birth 
any  fur-seal  to  haul  out  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  any-        opf«B": 
wliere  «iX('e|>t  on  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

In  my  ojnnion,  pelagic  hunting  should  be  stop])ed  altogether  in  order 
to  giv(!  the  seal  jH'oper  prote<*tion.     1  have  resided  in 
Wrangel  the  last  year  and  a  half.    I  have  never  seen  a 
fur  seal  in  any  of  the  inland  Avaters  of  Alaska,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  O'f 
any  being  in  the  inland  waters. 

John  C.  Tolman. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  \V.  Lavendp:k, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


ercial  Com- 


T)ex>os\t\on  of  Nicholas  William  Andersen,  hunter,  Prince  William  Sound 

to  ScnnaJc  Islands. 


HABITS. 


Kxperiimce. 


Srals  iipjH'ar  at 
Prince  William  Sound 
atH)iit  May  1. 


Pups  born  only  oil 
ribilof  Islands.' 


NiclKtlas  William  Audrrsen,  a  resident  of  Afognak,  being  duly  sworn, 
(h'liosed  and  said:  I  have  been  in  Alaska  twenty  years;  I  have  been  a 
liiinter  eighteen  years;  I  have  never  hunted  seals;  I 
liuv<'.  been  along  the  coast  from  Prince  William  S(!un<^ 
to  Sennak  Islands.  Seals  are  first  seen  at  Prince  Wil- 
liam Sound  about  May  1.  I  do  not  know,  nor  have  I 
i'ver  heard  of  any  place  where  seals  haul  out  or  breed 
except  the  seal  islands  of  the  Bering  Sea.  I  have  never 
seen  young  seals  born  at  sea,  nor  on  kelp;  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve they  can  live  on  kelp  beds.  If  seals  are  shot  dead 
tliey  nnistbe  picked  up  at  once  or  they  will  sink.  For 
tlie  i)reservation  of  seal  life  pelagic  hunting  should  be 
stoi)i)ed. 

N.  W.  Andersen. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

-lo.sEPH  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Pelagic 
pos.iibU). 

Prohibition 

sary. 


birth 


Deposition  of  Peter  C.  Midler,  sealer  {master),  residing  at  Afognak. 

HAllITS. 

T,  Peter  C  Muller,  a  resident  of  Afognak,  being  duly  sworn,  depose 
and  say:  That  I  have  been  in  Alaska  eiglit  years.     My  occupation  is 
hunter.    I  am  captain  of  a  hunting  schooner  and  sf.trt  tiie  season  oil' 
book's  Inlet.    Tiie  first  seals  are  seen  about  May.    I 
liiive  never  been  hunting  seal,  and  have  no  exin'rience  „ti^^'X™Ifiet'^***'* 
iis  to  how  many  are     tved;  can  not  say  whether  the 
si'als  are  increasing  or  decreasing  in  numbers.     I  have     c  i  i     i 
never  known  or  lieaid  ot  any  place  wiiere  seals  haul   <>ii  tim  iHiandH,  ami 
out  except  seal  island.    I  have  never  seen  any  pups  ""t  bom  on  keip. 
born  on  kelp. 

PetI'Ir  (J.  Muller. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  ine  this  l.'Jth  day  of  Ai)iil,  1892. 

.losKiMi  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


TESTIMONY  TAKliN  IN  COOK'S  INLET. 


f  i 


Deposition  of  NicoU  Apoh-her,  Pfifn-  Ahanliool;  Sfcphnn  Lanffiralic, 
Tjf/ipn  Moniii,  Denis  Malzoff,  Wasi/ri/on  Ofkrir,  Pani  O/knr,  and  Pavel 
Eingvliook,  native  fur  hunters,  residinfj  nt  Fort  Alexander,  Cooks  Inlet. 

HABITS:   DECltEASE. 

Nicoli  Apokclioe,  Peter  Ahiuikook,  Ste])lian  I  anjjwiilio,  Tyfym  Monin, 
Denis  Malzott",  Wiisyryon  Ofkew,  TavolOfkew,  and  Pavel  Hiiigehook,  be- 
ingdulyhiworu,  depose  and  say :  Tlnit  we  are  nativesof  Alaska,  and  reside 
p.    ..^   ^  at  the  settlement  known  iis  Fort  Alexander,  on  Cooks  In- 

-xinii.iRiv  j^^^^  Alaska  Territory.    AVe  are,  by  oceupation,  linnters 

of  fur-bearing-  animals,  exeeptinf;  the  fur-seal,  and  have  been  engaged 
\\\  this  pursuit  the  greater  part  of  our  lives,  ehielly  in  this  region.    Fur- 
^  seals  usually  appear  in  the  vicinity  of  ('ooks  Inlet  e.'irly 

('<miiN^iiirt?'May  i!' *  lu  tile  moutli  of  .May.     We  are  positive  that  the  ma- 
jority of  fur-seals  do  not  enter  Cooks  Inlet,  but  pass 
across  its  entnince,  following  the  coast  of  the  mainland.     We  have 
.       ,  occasionally  ol)served  a  lew  seals  which  liajl  strayed 

viriu'i't.v.""''  ^"""'"  into  the  lower  bays  of  the  inlet,  but  they  have  oidy 
been  seen  at  long  and  infrefjuent  intervals.     There  are 
iio  fur-seal  rookeries  in  this  i)art  of  Alaska. 

Fur-seals  were  formerly  observed  in  this  neighborhood  in  great  num- 
b(u\s,  but  of  late  years  they  have  been  constantly  dimin- 
ishing, owing  to  the  large  number  of  sealing  vessels 
er  'jfaged  in  killing  them.     We  have  never  seen  fur-seal  pups  about 
Pups  im.iu  duly  ..II   this  |)art  of  the  coast,  and  have  no  knowledge  of  any 
I'lii.iioi  isiaiuis.         being  born  elsewhere  than  on  tiie  rookeries  of  the  seal 
islands  in  Bering  Sea. 

NicoLi  AroKCiiEE  (his  x  mark). 
I'ETHB  AuANKOoK  (his  X  mark). 
Stkpjien  Lancwalicj  (his  x  mark). 
•  Ivi'YM  jMoa'in  (his  X  mark). 

DiONis  Malzoi'F  (his  x  mark). 
Wasvjjvox  Okkew  (his  x  mark). 
i'AVEL  Oi'KEW  (his  X  mark). 
i'AVEL  L'lNiJUiiooK  (his  X  umrk). 

Subscribed  and  swoiii  (o  before  me  this  Sth  day  of  Ajuil,  181)2. 

.?(1>!H1»1I    MriJIJAY, 

Ignited  ISt<itis  Ticasury  Ayent. 


Dccri'fisi'. 


Jhpusitioii  nf  Ma.iurcll  Cohen,  ar/ent  of  Alaska  Commercial  Comj)any,  at 

Fort  Alexander,  Cook  Inlet. 

PELAGIC    SEALING. 

Maxwell  Cohen,  being  duly  sworn,  dei)oses  aiul  saith:  I  reside  at 
Fort  Alexander,  Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska  Territory,  and  am  by  occupation 
the  agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Conipany  at  this  place,  where  I 
22J. 


TESTIMONY    TAKEN    IN    COOKS    INLET. 


225 


roat  num- 


Kxpcricnce. 
Mijfration. 
Ai)|icnr     at 


Conk 


have  resided  for  tlie  pasf  twenty  two  y<'ars,  dnrinjif  which  time  it  has 
been  my  duty  t<>  collect  and  otherwise  handle  furs  and  skins  of  all  de- 
sciiptions  for  the  aforesaid  company.     I  have  obseived  that  fur-seals 
first  ai)pear  in   the  neighborhood  of  Cook's  Inlet  in 
small  schools  about  the  middle  of  April,  coming  from 
the  southward,  and  increase   in   numbers  until   the 
latter  part  of  May,  traveling  along  the  coast  of  the 
mainland  from  the  eastward  to  the  westward,  but  never  j^^,  ■ .  ^^ 
entering  Cook's  Inlet  above  Anchor  Point.    They  cross    '"'"""'•    i'"    ■* 
the  entrance  of  the  inlet  and  appear  oft'  the  mainland  again  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Cape  Douglass.     Seal  hunting  commences  about  the  region  of 
Prince  William  Sound,  Alaska  Territory,  early  in  Aj)ril. 
Native  hunters  secure  about  one  third  of  all  fur-seals     ^^'""""f""«' 
killed  at  sea,  while  in  my  belief  white  hunters  secure  even  a  less  num- 
ber in  proportion  to  those  killed.     In  pelagic^  sealing  no  distinction  is 
made  by  hunters  as  to  the  sex  of  the  seals,  the  killing 
Ijeing  done  indiscriminately.     It  is  not  possible  to  dis-     ^"'i'""^^"""""**- 
tingnish  between  the  male  and  female  seals  at  sea  even  if  a  hunter  so 
desired,  and  this  is  the  reason  why  pelagic  seal  hunting  will  soon  result 
in  the  total  extermination  of  tlu'  species. 

I  do  not  know  of,  and  have  n«'ver  heard  of,  fur-seals 
liuiding  at  any  point  b»it  the  seal  islands  of  Bering 
>Scii. 

I  have  noticed  in  recent  years  a  great  decrease  in  seal  life,  which  I 
attribut*'  to  the  fact  that  they  have  been  so  persistently 
pursued  and  systematically  slaughtered  by  pelagic  fur- 
seal  hunters.  After  twenty-two  years'  ex]ierien<*e  in 
fur  l)usiness  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  the 
ii!  to  be  saved  frf)m  extinction  all  pelagic  seal  hunting 
must  cease,  as  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  female 
I'tii -seal  sliould  be  allowed  access  to  a  rookery,  in  order 
safely  to  deliver  her  young. 

M.  Cohen. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  me  this  Sth  day  of  Ai)ril,  1892. 

.FoSEPir   MURKAY, 

Cniiid  tStates  Treasury  Agent. 


Hani    tip    only  on 
I'ribilof  iHlamls. 


Decrease. 

Alaska  in  the 
fur-seal  species 

Prohibition    ncces- 
Hury. 


Deposition  of  Metrtf  Moniu,  A'/co/i  Xonjool',  Sfephnn  ToochyJc,  Ahxi/  Ma- 
lidf/al;  Trhtu  Iraiioff,  Alexander  Kainlooh;  IHer  C/iarashooli,  iStephan 
Aparelooli,  Ale.vy  AI)akTe,  Simeon  Tanapee,  Meoli  Kashagal;  Tekan 
Kooleir,  I'avvl  Ahaiii/ugair,  and  Peter  Abangac,  native  fur-hunters  at 
Fort  Alexander,  Cook  Inlet. 

nAUITS. 

^letry  Monin,  Xicoli  Noo.i«»ok,  Stephan  Toochyk,  Alexy  Mahagak, 
Tekan  Ivanoft",  Alexander  Kandook,  Peter  Charashook,      ,,  „,,.i,.„^.,. 
Stephan  Apavelook,  Alexy  Abakee,  Simeon  Tanaj)ee, 
Nicoli  Kashagak,  Tekan  Kookew,  Pavel  xVbanyngaw,  and  Peter  Aban- 
nuc,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  aud  say:  That  we  are  natives  of  Alaska, 
Mild  reside  at  the  settlement  of  Fort  Alexander,  Cook's  Inlet.  Alaska 
Territory.    We  are,  by  occupation,  hunters  of  fur  animals,  excepting 
the  fur  seal,  and  have  been  engaged  in  this  pursuit  all  our  lives,  chieHy 
in    this  neighborhood.    The  fur  seals  usually  appear 
iibout  Cook's  Inlet  early  in  the  month  of  May.    They   .-oalit  cari^'u  May? 
were  formerly  found  in  this  region  in  great  numbers, 
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but  of  late  years  tliey  liave  been  constantly  diminishing,  owing  to  the 

nunibt'r  of  sealing  vessels  engaged  in  killing  them. 

iKcnaso.  ^,^^,^  ^^^  ^^^  ^j^^^^.  (^^j^^^g  Inlet,  and  there  are  no  fur- 

Xo    rooiarips    on  seal  rookcries  in  or  about  this  part  of  Alaska.    We 
•"•'"'*•  have  never  seen  fur-seal  pups  about  this  part  of  the 

ii.,ni  m.iy  on  Uic  coast,  aiid  luivc  uo  kiiowledge  of  any  being  bom  outsido 
of  the  rookeries  on  the  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea. 
Metby  MoNiN  (his  x  mark). 
Is'icoLi  NoojooK  (his  x  mark). 
Stkimian  Toochvk  (his  x  nuirk). 
Alexy  ISlAiiAGAK  (his  X  uuuk). 
Tkkan  IvANiiOFF  (his  X  mark). 
Alexander  Kamlook  (his  x  mark). 
Peter  Chaeasiiook  (his  x  mark). 
Steimian  Apayelook  (his  x  inark). 
Albxy  Akakee  (his  X  mark). 
Simeon  Tanai'ee  (his  x  mark). 
KiooLi  Kasiiaoak  (his  X  mark). 
Tekan  Kookew  (his  x  mark). 
Pavel  ABANViS•aA^v  (his  x  mark). 
Peter  Abangac  (his  x  mark). 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  befwe  me  tliis  8th  day  of  Aiuil,  1S02. 

Joseph  IMurkay, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


JJejwsUion  of  Alexander  Shyha,  native  fnr  hunter  at  Fort  Alexander, 

Coolc  Inlet. 


PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Alexander  Shyha,  being  duly  sworu,  deposes  and  saith:  I  am  chief 
of  the  native  settlement  at  Port  Alexander,  Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska  Ter- 
ritory, and  am  by  occupation  a  hunter  of  all  fur-bearing  aniiimls  found 
in  this  vicinity  excepting  the  fur-seal.    I  am  a  native  of  Alaska,  and  have 

resided  all  my  life  in  the  Territory.  My  occupation  as 
Exporiouce.  a  huutcr  has  takeu  me  along  the  coast  and  to  the  sea  a 

distance  of  from  20  to  30  miles  from  the  coast.  In 
former  years  I  found  great  mimbers  of  fur-seals,  but  within  the  last 

few  years  I  have  observed  that  thev  have  greatly  dirain- 

ished  in  numbers,  so  that  now  1  do  not  tind  any  ott' 
Cape  Elizabeth  and  the  adjacent  region,  where  formerly  they  abounded. 

1  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  any  fur-seal  rookery  out- 

Bidii" ^^ ikTht' sra ^      ^'*^'^*  *^**  Bering  Sea.    The  fur-seals  usually  appear  olt 

"'  '        this  part  of  the  coast  about  the  month  of  May,  but 

they  do  not  enter  Cook's  Inlet.    The  disa]»pearance  of  the  fur  seal  is 

due  to  the  killing  by  ])elagic  seal  hunters,  who  appear 
la^irsraTinl!.''"  ***  ^'"^    "'  large  uumbcrs  oiV  this  part  of  the  coast,  and  the 

scarcity  of  the  liir  .seals  is  in  in'oportion  to  the  number 
of  vessels  engaged  in  seal  hu.iring.     1  have  never  seen  a  fur-seal  pup 

in  this  region,  and  know  that  they  are  not  born  outside 

the  rookeries  on  the  seal  is'ands  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

Iii8 

Alexandj:r  Calynao  x  Sjiyua. 

murk. 

Subsi'ril)i'd  and  s\\orn  to  betbre  me  thi-  8th  day  of  April,  1892. 

.1()si:pii  Murray, 
United  iSUiles  Treasury  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  John  Andrew  Bradley,  resident  of  Coal  Point,  CooTch  Inlet. 


PELAGIC  SEALING. 


I  reside 

Experience. 


John  Aiuliew  Bradley,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith 
at  (!oal  Point,  on  Kacliekinak  l>ay,  Cook's  Inlet, 
Alaska,  and  have  lived  in  this  immediate  vieinity 
ior  the  past  lour  years.  I  have  traveled  extensively  along  all  the 
>'orlh\vest  Coast  during  the  past  twenty-two  years,  and  am  well 
ai  (juainted  with  it.  I  have  had  no  personal  praetical  experienee  iu 
liu-seal  hunting,  bui  at  tiie  same  time  have  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  in- 
dustry. It  is  not  possible  to  make  any  distinetion  between  males  (other 
than  large  bulls)  and  females  of  the  fur-seal  speeies  at  sea,  and  there  is 
none  attenii)ted.  Full-powered  bulls  J^re,  however,  readily  reeognized 
at  sea  by  tlieir  nmeh  laiger  size  and  darker  lur;  they  are  seldom  taken 
their  pelts  being  comparatively  valueless.  The  slaugh-  ' 

ter  is  tlierefore  indiscriminate,  the  object  being  to  se-   . Jnaiscrimin.ate  km- 
cure  all  the  skins  possible.    Fur-seals  sink  almost  in-     "' 
stantly  after  being  struck,  and  unless  picked  up  immediately  can  not 
be  recovered.     It  isniy  honest  belief  that  for  every  fur-seal  skin  obtained 
by  i)clagic  sealers,  at  least  live  other  seals'  lives  are  ta- 
ken I  believe  that  the  decrease  in  fur-seal  life,  which  has 
been  constant  of  late  years,  is  due  priiu'ipally  to  the 
Mund)er  of  vessels  engaged  in  hunting  them  at  sea.     I 
have  never  seen  any  but  a  few  straggling  seals  in  Cocdi's  Inlet,  and 
these  only  on  rare  occasions.     I  have  never  heard  of  any  fur-seal  rook- 
cries  in  the  North  racilie  other  than  those  on  the  seal  islands  of  Bering 
Sea;  and  am  jjositive  that  none  exist  in  the  vicinity  of 
Cook's  Iidet.     A  Captain  Erratt,  of  San  Francisco,  last  ciSk/ink't"'*  ""''"" 
year  induced  parties  of  that  ])1ace  to  fit  out  the  schooner 
IJIfl  L.  (m  the  face  of  his  ])ositive  statement  that  a  fur-seal  rookery 
existed  in  the  vicinity  of  Cook's  Inlet.    The  enterprise  was  a  total  fail- 
ure, however,  no  rookery  being  found,  although  a  long  and  diligent 
search  was  made  for  it.     It  is  luy  oj>inion  that  for  the 
proper  preservation  of  fur-seal  liie,  all  pelagic  hunting  ^  ProbibUion  utcoa- 
sliould  be  stopped  absolutely.  *'"^^' 

John  A.  Bkadley. 


Five-sixths  lost. 


Decrease. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  lltli  day  of  Ai>ril,  1892. 

Joseph  Muhkay, 
United  States  Treasury  Ayent. 


Deposition  of  John  Dvff,  agent  of  the  Cooper  Coal  and  Commercial  Com- 
pany, at  Coal  I'oint,  Coolc's  Inlet. 

HABITS. 

John  Buff,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  reside  at  Coal 
Point,  on  Kachemak  Bay,  Co<»k's  inlet,  Alaska,  and  have  lived  in  the 
Teiritoiy  for  the  last  live  years.      lam  the  agent  for  ,. 

the  Cooper  Coal  and  Commercial  Ccmipany  at   this        xpeuence. 
l)liiee,  and  have  no  persoiud  knowledge  of  fur-seal  life.     At  Afognak, 
wliere  I  was  for  two  years  engaged  in  fur  trading,  handling  skins  and 
furs  of  all  descriptions,  I  observ<  d  that  the  fur-seals     „,  ^  „.  ... 

«.    *.  1      ii-  0.1     ii.i-.Li  i.    •  II  First  npppiiriiH  At- 

iii'st  ai)peared  ofr  that  part  ot  tlie  coast  in  small  num-  os»nnk  isiaii.i  aiiout 
bcrs  about  the  latter  part  of  of  the  mouth  of  April,  i^'tt'' iKtrioiApiii. 


^iir'" ""'" 
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Thoy  were  most  mnnerous  towards  tli«  middlo  of  June,  passing  in 
sclinols  troin  tlic  eastward  to  the  wostwani,  Ibllowiiifi'  jitMU'ral  trend  of  the 
coast.     1  liJive  traveled  extensively  tliroup;ii  the  Territory  from  Sitka  to 

tin'  Yukon  lliver,  and  am  positive!  that  iio  fur-seal  rook- 
PriwwriHLi'iViH)  ""  eries  «'xist  in  tlu'  region  other  than  those  on  the  seal 

islands  of  Berinji' Sea.    N«'itlierhave  I  ever  heard  any 
reliable  information  of  the  existcjiee  of  other  fur-seal  rookeries. 

John  Duff. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11  th  day  of  April,  1H02. 

.loSKPII    MUIJKAY, 

United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Frederick  Skibby,  miner,  residing  at  Coal  Point,  Cookn^s  Inlet. 

HABITS. 

Frederick  Skibby,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  reside  at 

Coal  Point,  Kaehemak  liav,  Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska,  and 

have  lived  in  the  Territory  tor  the  past  seven  months, 

Si,  siiiis  .ni.r  in-  cxclusivclv  at  tliis  i)lace.     1  am  a  coal  miner  by  occui)a- 

tion,  and  have  no  knowledge  ot  (ur-seal  lite.    1  have 

dim'v  "'"'"'*  "'  ''"  n^'V^^i"  «^*'^^   -^  fur-seal  in  the  waters  of  Cook's   Inlet, 

and  do  in)t  think  any  fur-seal  rookery  exists  in  this 

vicinity,  as  otherwise  I  believe  I  should  have  heard  of  it. 

FKED   SIvIB«Y. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  April,  1892. 

JOSKPH   MURUAV, 

United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  James  Wilson,  agent  for  the  Northern  Paeking  Com])any  at 

Fort  Kenai,  Cooks'S  Inlet. 


it'' 


Experience. 


HABITS. 

James  Wilson,  being  duly  sworn,  de])oses  and  saith:  T  reside  at  the 
settlement  known  as  Fort  Kenai,  Cook's  inlet,  Alaska,  and  have  lived 
in  the  Territory  for  the  ])ast  twenty  three  years,  ehietly  in  this  region. 
I  am  at  ]»resent  agent  for  the  Northern  Packing  Com- 
])any  at  Fort  Kenai,  and  have  no  practical  knowledge 
of  fur-seal  life.  Then;  is  a  hair-seal  rookery  in  tin'  northern  part  of 
Cook's  Inlet,  on  Kalgin  Island,  about  latitude  00°  30'  muth.  I  have 
„   ,.         ,    .    .      never  known  fur-seals  to  come  up  into  Cook's  Inlet, 

Ivd  fur  seals  in  in-        ,  \         i  ii    ■     i.  i  •V-         ai      i.  j-  i 

land  waters.  abovc  Aiiclior  I'oiiit,  uiid  aiu  positivc  that  no  lur-seal 

rookery  exists  in  the  region ;  neither  have  I  ever  heard. 
.No  rookery  on  coast.  ^^^.  tu,-seal  rookcrics  ill  tlic  northern  hemisphere  other 
than  those  on  the  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea. 

James  Wilson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  Ajnil,  1892. 

Joseph  iNliiiRAY, 
United  iStutes  Treasury  Agent, 
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I  reside  at 
ilaska,  and 
;ii  months, 
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RAY, 

ry  Ayent, 


PepoHition  of  Iran  AhxauilroJ)'  aiitl  Feoilor  litik(istn(f\  privxt  and  chief, 
feftpectiiH'ly,  of  natires  at  ISohlorni,  Coolies  Jnht. 

habits:  dkck'kask. 

.lolin  Alexandroft'  and  Keodor  BarastoH",  beiiiff  duly  sworn,  depose 
and  say:     We  are  respeetively  the  piiest  and  cliief  of  the  natives  at 
tlie  settlement  known  as  Bohl' voi,  on  Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska,  and  have 
lived  in  the  iiniiM^diate  vi<'inity  all  our  lives.     Wv  are,  by  oecupation, 
hunters  of  all  fur-beariiij;'  animals,  exceptiiif;  the  fur- 
seal.     We  have  had  no  experieiu;*'  in  huntinjn  fur-seals,      'M"!  <»<<■• 
because  we  are  informed  that  it  is  unlawful.    Our  (»('<Mipati(»n  does  not 
take  us  behtw  the  entrauee  to  Cook's  lidet,  in  a  line  from  Cape  Eliza- 
beth on  the  peninsula  to  Cape  I)ou;4iass  on  the  main-      ^^^^^^_,^^  ^^,   ,,^_^,.^ 
land  ojtposite.     In  the  latter  part  of  June  and  the  first   ini.t  latt.r  pwit  „t 
]y.ivt  of  .Inly  a  few  stragj;liiiff  fur-seals  ar«^  seen  about  •'"■"•"■"•'"HK-i.iNiy. 
the  entrance  to  tlie  inlet,  but  the  actual  time  of  th(;ir  appearance  is  un- 
certain.    Fur-seals  were  fornierlv  much  more  plentiful, 
however,  but  of  late  years  are  becoming  constantly 
scarcer.    This  is,  we  think,  owiiifj  to  the  number  of  vessels  enjjfafted  in 
liuiitiii<>"  them  at  sea.     We  have  never  heard  of,  and      ,, 

,  "  ,  ,     ,  ,.    ..  I  1      •  1  1  1  iip»  liorii  only  <>» 

have  no  knowledjje  ot,  lur-seal  pups  being  born  else-   iMii.iioc isiamu. 

where  than  on    the    rookeries  of  the  seal  islands  in 

Heiiiig  Sea,  nor  do  we  km^v  of  any  rookeries  other 

than  those  above  mentioned.     No  fur-seals  are  ever  seen 

in  Cook's  Inlet  above  Aiu'hor  Point.    We  believe  that 

ill  order  to  permanently  ])reserve  fur-seal  life  pelagic 

ii anting  should  be  stopped. 

Ivan  Alkxandroff. 

Feodou  X  Barastoff. 

iiinrk. 

Subscril)ed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9tli  day  of  Ajnil,  1892. 

.loSKlMI   ]\llIllRAY, 

United  States  Treasury  Ayent. 


Itiioki'i'ii's  only    on 
I'ribilot'  Ixlaiiils. 


I'l'oliibition 
sary. 
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Deposition  of  Iran  Canetal;  Michaeler  lialashoff,  NieoH  Tnloo,  Saear  lia- 
lashoff,  N'icoli,  N'icoli,  Sarar  liolyah,  ani  N'icoli  Inloo,jr.,  native  fur 
hunters  on  Cooks  Inlet. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Ivan  Canetak,  Michaeler  Balashotf,  Nicoli  Tnloo,  Sacar  Balashofl", 
Nicoli  Nicoli,  Sacar  Kolyali,  and  Ni(!oli  liiloo,  Jr.,  being  duly  swcu'ii,  de- 
})ose  and  say:  We  reside  at  the  settlement  known  as 
So!(h»voi,  on  Cook's  liilet,  Alaska,  and  have  lived  in  the 
iiiiiiiediate  neighborhood  all  our  lives.  We  are,  by  oc<'iipatioii,  hunters 
of  all  fur-bearing  animals,  excepting  the  fur  seal,  whi<*h  we  do  not  hunt 
because  we  have  becMi  told  it  is  unlawful.     In  the  latter      .  ,. 

,       ,,   ,  1  J.1         i-      i.  i      !•   I     1  1  -I  I         Apiicar  laliir  part 

part  ot  June  and  the  hrst  part  ot  July,  while  engaged   or.jmi.-  aiiom  (ooks 

ill  hnnting,  we  have  observed  fur-seals  about  the  en-   ^"''■'• 

trance  of  tlie  inlet,  passing  to  the  westward;  but  have  never  seen  any 

above  Anchor  Point.     They  wen;  formerly  much    more 

]»leiitilul  than  now,  which  is  owing,  we  believe,  to  the 

number  of  vessels  engaged  in  killing  them  at  sea.    We  have  never 

known  of  fur  seal  pups  beingborn  elsewhere  than  on  the     y,,,^,  „„,^.  ^^  p^j. 

rookeries  of  the  seal  islands  in  Bering  Sea.    Neither  bUoi  isiauUs. 
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Kooli.'rlos   only  on    llJIVC  VO    ailV    klH)Wl(Mlj;0  of    tllC   Oxist«'ll('0   ofailV     flU'- 

I'rii.iint  iHi,.M.is.         j,^,,,,  i.o„keri('s other  tliaii  tlinse  iil»(.v<'  nicnti..iic(r.     We 
I'roiiiUit  ion  notes-  Ix'lievc  tliat,  ill  (»i'(h'r  to  ])«'iiiiaiu'ii1ly  preserve  fur  seal 
*^^^'  life,  all  pelayir,  Imntiiifi'  slionld  he  stopjMMl. 

Ivan  Canktak  (his  x  mark). 
]VIl(JlIAELKU  JiAEASHOl'K  (liis  X  iiiaik). 
KicoLi  Lnloo  (his  X  mark). 
Saoar  IJalashorf  (his  x  mai-k). 
NicoLi  Ni(!()Li  (his  X  mark). 
Saoai{  KoLYAir  (Iiis  x  mark). 
Ki(;()Lr  lNL()0,Jr.  (liis  x  mark). 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  before  uie,  this  l>tii  day  of  April,  1S!)2. 

.loSKVlI    MlKWAY, 

United  States  Treasury  Ayoit. 


Deposition  of  Elias  Esaiossoi,  miner,  at  Soldovoij  Cooks  Txht. 

HAIIITS. 

Elias  Esaiossen,  beinj;  duly  sworn,  deposolli  and  saith:  T  reside  at 
the   setttlemeiit   known  as  Holdovol,  on  (book's  Inlet, 
Be^rir^ni.tTbove  Alaska,  and  have  lived  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
Anchor  Point.  four  ycai's.     I  am  a  miner  an<l  prospector  by  occupa- 

tion, and  have  no  knowledge  of  or  experience  in  fur- 
tlie  inlet  above  seal  life.    I  have  never  seen  fur-seals  in  the  waters  of 
Anchor  Toint.  and  am  jiositive  that  no  fur-seal  rook- 
rei^^m/""''^'^*  '"  *''°  ^'''•^'  exists  ill  the  region,  n(n'  have  I  ever  heard  of  any 
other  rookeries  than  those  on  the  seal  islands  of  Ber- 
ing Sea. 

Eltas  Esaiossen. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1S02. 

.lOSEril    MUKltAY, 

United  States  Treasury  Ayent. 


J)eposition  of  Vassili  Feodor,  native  fur  hunter,  CooFs  Inlet. 

HAKITS. 

Vassili  Feodor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saitli:  T  am  a  native 

of  Alaska,  and  reside  at  the  settlement  known  as  Soldovoi,  on  Cook's 

Inlet,  Alaska,  where  1  have  lived  all  my  lile.    1  am  by 

I'.xi.oi lonco. •  occupation  a  liuiiler  of  ail  fur-bearing  animals  excejit 

the  fur-seal,  which  1  am  told  it  is  unlawful  to  kill.     1  have  observed 

,,   ,,        while  engaged  in  hunting  sea-otter,  that  fur  seals  first 

K;,;;.b.iii.ii»mi  nii.i-   a])pear  off  this  ])art  oi'the  coast  in  the  vicinitv  of  Cape 

.lUoiAiMii.  Elizabeth,  about  the  middle  of  the  nunitli  of  A])ril, 

and  are  most  numerous  about  the  middle  oi'  June.    They  move  across 

tlie  mouth  of  the  inlet  from  the  eastward  to  the  Avestward  in  schools. 

1  have  ((bserved  a  few  scattering  fur  seals  in  the  lower  ])art  of  ( 'ook's 

Jnlet,  but  only  at  long  and  irregular  intervals;  I  have 

never  .seen  a  fur-seal  in  the  waters  of  Cook's  Inlet  above 

Anchor  Point.    Eur-seals  were  foiiiierly  much  more 

numerous  than  of  late  years,  and  are  each  year  becoming 

constantly  scarcer,     I  believe  this  decrease  is  due  to 

Cause.  the  number  of  vessels  which  are  engaged  in  hunting 
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than  tiiose  «)n  tlie  seal  islands  of  Uerinj;  Sea.     1  tliink 
fur-seals  would  increase  if  all  hunting  at  sea  was  stopped. 

IliM 

Vasshj  X  Fi:or»ou. 

iii;irl<. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  bcfor*'  mc  this  !»th  day  of  Ai)ril,  I.SOL'. 

.loSIU'H    IMUIIKAV, 

Unitvil  Slates  Trtaxury  Atjciit. 


Dcjiosiflou  of  A.  J.  Giilhl,  ncahr  dinl  miner,  at  Cooh's  fillet. 
PELA«Tlf!   SEALING. 

A.  J.  Guild,  boiug  duly  sworu,  deposes  and  saitli:    I   reside  at  the 
settlement  known  as  Soldovoi,  on  Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska,  and  have  lived 
at  settlements  along  the  coast  between  Sitka  and  Cook's  Inlet  for  the 
past  eleven  vears.     lam  a  miner  by  occui)ation,  but 
formerly    lollowed    tlie  sea.    1  was   for  two  seasons 
employed    by    i)arties    in    Port    Townsend,   Washington,   a^.;  a   sea- 
man on  board  of  sealing  schooners  clearing  from  that  i)iace.    Their 
hunters  were  all  natives,  who  came  from  Neeah  I>ay,AVashingfon.    Fur- 
seals  were  first  met  off  Cape  Flatterv  as  early  as  the      .  .,.  ,, 
lust  part  ot  the  month  ot  January,  and  increased  in  Fiatt.iv  niat  pun  or 
numbers  until  the  early  partof  June,  diminishing  again  J""'""t- 
towards  the  latter  part  of  the  month.    Their  migrafory  movement  is 
from  the  southward  to  the  northward,  following  the     ]^[i„,.,ti<,ii 
general  trend  of  the  coast  line.    Tliey  first  a])i)roach 
tiic  coast  en  masse  about  Cape  Flattery,  but  I  have  known  of  stragglers 
being  seen  as  far  south  as  Coos  Bay.    The  vessels  in  which  I  sailed 
followed  the  seals  up  the  coast  of  Yaneouver   Island  as  far  north  as 
Clayoquot  Sound,  at  which  i)oint  we  left  them  in  the  latter  ])art  of  July, 
owing  to  their  scarcity.    Other  and  larger  vessels  followed  them  to  a 
greater  distance,  generally  going  up  into  Bering  Sea,  and  keeping  along 
with  the  m.ain  herds. 

The  native  hunters  used  spears  exclusively  in  hunting  the  seals,  and 
secured  fully  two-thirds  of  all  struck.    I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  with  firearms  not  more  than  one-third  of 
the  animals  shot  are  actually  secured.    Of  the  skins 
taken  in  this  region  fully  nine-tenths  are  pregnant  and 
milking  females,  but  I  never  saw  a  young  pup  in  the 
water.    Large  bulls  were  never  taken,  their  sldns  be- 
ing i»ractically  valueless.     Antong  all  otiier  fur  seals  at  sea  no  distinc- 
tion is  possible  and  none  is  attempted.    The  killing  is 
indiscrimhiate,  the  object  lieing  to  se(;ure  all  the  pelts  .__Jn'ii«'""""""»  •^"i- 
possible.      Bulls  are,  however,  readily  recognized  at 
sea  )\y  their  larger  size  and  darker  fur. 

Females  are  most  ])lentiful  about  tiie  Vancouver  coast  from  the  mid- 
dle of  May  to  the  end  of  June,  very  few  others  being  secured  during 
th.at  period,  the  males  having  mostly  gone  north  i)revi()usly. 

Pregnant  female  seals,  beingheavy  and  stupid,  and  sluggish  of  move- 
ment, are  more  easily  approached,  and  in  consequence  a  greater  pro- 
portionate number  of  them  arc  setaned. 
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TESTIMONY 


Di'irriiHx. 


Fur-seals  Hiiik  iilinost  invariiiltly  in  N'ss  tliiiii  (lin-o  luimitos  al'tcM- be- 
ing killed,  iiiiil  gravid  cows  iinu-li  i|iiick<'r. 

They  should  Ih*  a|»proaclH'd  tVoiii  tlir  lee  sidt'  <|iii(>My,  and  picknl  ii|» 
as  soon  alter  bcin^  struck  us  |)ossil)lc  in  ordci-  to  secure  them.  I  am 
decid<'dly  of  the  opinion  that  I'ur-seal  life  has  eonsid- 
erahly  (Iccreased  ot  lat*'  years,  and  believe  it  is  due 
principally  to  pelagii!  scalin;;'.  I  have  nevei'  lieard  of,  nor  have  no 
kno\vIed;;<'  of  fur-seal  pups  beinj;  born  elsewhere  in 
I'HiXt  iXni'i"''^  '"  *''^'  "<»tl"'i'"  lienusphere  than  on  the  rookeries  of  the 
seal  islands  of  l>crin}^;  Sea.  N«'itlier  <lo  I  know  »»f  any 
other  rookeries  than  the  aforesaid.  It  is  my  o]iinion,  that  for  the  prctper 
preservation  of  fur-seal  life  all  i)ela;;ic  huiitin};  should 
"'''''"  be  prohibited  an<l  stopjti'd  absolutely,  as  I  think  tho 
female  seal  should  have  aceess  to  a  rookery  in  order 
safely  to  deliver  her  youny;. 

A.  J.  (JuiLD. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  this  Dth  day  of  A|)ril,  1S!L'. 

.loSEl'H    MlMMiAV, 

United  /States  Treannrif  Ayeut. 


rriiliibitidii 
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Deposition  of  Robert  Michaelsen,  miner  <ni(l  prospector,  residimj  at  Soldo 

voi.  Cook's  Inlet. 


HABITS. 


N 


Robert  Miehaelsen,  beiuij  duly  sw(nn,  dei>oses  and  saitli:  T  reside  at 

the  settlement  known  as  Soldovoi,  on  Cook's  Inh't,  Alaska,  an<l  have 

lived  in  the  Territory  for  the  jtast   ten  years,  chielly  at  settlements 

al(Mij;'  the  coast  between  Sitka  and  Cook's  Inlet.     I  am  a  miner  and 

])rospector  by  occupation,  and  have  never  had  any  ex- 

Expeneiice.  ])crience  in  sealiuju.     I    have  ia'come  well  aecjuainted 

with  the  coast  while  en^aye<l  in  my  business  of  iirospectinjy,  travelinjj 

alon^'  it  in  a  canoe  and  entering;'  all  bays,  inlets,  streams,  etc.,  between 

the  i)oints  above  mentioned,  and  am  ])ositive  that  no 

co^Ht  "*"''*'"^* '*^""^'  I'ookeries  exist  in  that  ref^ion.    In  Cook's  Inlet  the  water 

is  very  muddy  above  Anchor  Point,  and  1  have  never 

known  fur  seals  to  be  sc«^n  beyoiul  it.    lUdow  that  ])oint 

a  few  straj;j;lers  are  occasionally  observed,  but  never 

more  than  two  or  three  at  a  time. 

KOBKHT  MlCIIAKLSKN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  <lay  of  A])ril,  189L*. 

JOSKIMI  Ml  KUAV, 

United  States  Treasury  Aycnt. 


No  seals  soon  above 
AucUor  I'oint. 


Deposition  of  John   ^V.  Smith,  ayent  of  North  Ameriean  Commercial 
Company,  at  Soldovoi,  Cooh's  Inlet. 


PELAGIC  SEALING. 


John  W.  Smith,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at 
the  settlement  known  as  Soldovoi,  on  Cook's  Inlet, 
Alaska.    1  have  lived  in  the  Territory  for  the  past 


Experience. 
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twenty-four  years,  ehietly  at  tradiiiff  posts  ahuifj  the  eoast  of  Ahiska, 
hetweeii  I'riiiee  Williaiii  Sound  aixl  the  Yukon  Kiver,  in  tlie  eni|»h»y  of 
I'ur  trading  ('(Uiipanies.  I  am  at  pies«'iit  tlie  a^t'eiit  ofthe  North  Aineriean 
Cuniinenial  Coinpiiiiy  at  this  |)hiee,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  trade  in,  and 
otherwise  haiulU'  furs  and  skins  of  all  dt'seriptions.  Fur-seals  (irst 
appear  olV  the  coast  of  the  mainland,  in  the  iiei;;hlior- 
hood  of  I'oi't  Ktelies,  early  in  the  month  of  April,  pro- 
vidiii;-'  the  winter  has  been  (Uie  of  averaf;:e  duration 
scNciity  of  the  winter  season  hasadireet  bearinjjon  the 
tiii.e  of  the  niovemiMit  northward  of  the  fur-seals,  as  I 
have  observed  that  if  it  has  been  an  open  one,  they  appear  at  an  «'arlier 
(late;  while  after  an  unusually  severe  one,  the  seals  are  later  in  inakinj;' 
their  apia'araiu-e.  Fur-seals  travel  in  larj-c  seh<iols,  wliieh  follow  «'aeh 
other  elosely.  The  annual  mij;ration  of  their  entire  numlu'r  o(!eupies 
from  three  to  four  weeks  in  passin;^;  a  point  in  the  refjion  of  Prinee 
William  Sound, and  they  move  from  the  southward  ami  eastward  to  the 
northward  and  westward. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  iM'lief,  fur-seal  life  has  considerably 
diminished  within  tin*-  iiast  few  years,  which  fact  1  at- 
tril»ute  to  the  lar^e  number  ot  vessels  which  have  been 
eii<ia{;ed  in  pelavrie  seal  hunting  of  late  years.     lireech- 
loading  llrearms  (rilles  and  shotguns)  are  the  instru-      ^''-x'ti'iKt'i'it. 
iiients  principally  employed  by  jtelagie  fur-seal  hunters,  both  native  and 
white.    By  means  of  tlu'se  weapons  a  greatt-r  number  of  skins  are  se- 
cured in  a  season  than  when  spears  are  ust'd;  but  the 
proportion  of  seals  struck  and  lout,  to  those  a<!tually 
securi'd,  is  much  less  when  the  spear  is  use<l.     It  is  iui- 
])(»ssible  to  distinguish  between  male  and  female  seals 
at   sea,  even  if  the  hunters  so  desired,  except  in  the 
case  of  full-i)owere<l  bulls,  when  they  ar<^  readily  recognized  by  their 
greatly  sui>erior  size.     Large  bulls  are  rarely  taken.     'So  distiiu'tion  is 
tlKMight  of  by  ])elagic  seal-hunters,  and  the  killing  is 
doiK'  indiscriminately,  tlu^  obJ»'<'t  being  to  secure  as   .  '"'"•"'""''"iii"' kill- 
many  skins  as  i)ossible.     Fu  -seals  taken  in  the  op«'U 
sea  must  be  struck  in  moderately  calm  weather,  and  picked  up  imme- 
diately afterwards  in  order  to  i-ecure  them  before  sinking. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of,  and  have  never  heard  of,  the  existeinte  of 
aiiv  fur  seal   rookeries  in   the   northern    hemisidiere,      ^,      ,    . 
other  than  those  on  tlie  seal  islands  ot  Ji»*riiig  Sea.     I  .m  isiau.is. 


WaHtoot'life. 
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liiive  never  known  of  fur  seal  pu]»s  being  born  else- 

wla-re  than  on  the  aforesaid  rookeries.     It  is  my  belief  wiV.'ie'.' 

that  for  the  peiiiianent  i)re.ser\ation  of  fur  seal  life,  all      Aiwoiut.'    i.r.>iiiiii. 

pelagic  hunting  should  be  prohibited  absolutely.  tiun  m. ..«sary. 

John  W.  Smith. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  f)tli  day  of  April,  I<Sl>li. 

Joseph  .Mukray, 
United  States  Treasury  Ayent. 
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Deposition  of  Nicoli  (h'C(iovoff  et  nl. 

PKI.ACaO   SEALING. 

Xiooli  Grogoroft",  Pctor  A(lini<jaii,  Pnvol  Sliiii.;:*l;iii,  Anton  Kiilishni- 
kofV,  Aviikoon  KalislinilidlV,  Miron  ivliniiin,  Tiniolc  ("liaylia,  Ai'iuiassc 
Malick,  Marka  Koosclu',  Gioij;i  Aj^ooklook,  (licjioiy  Aojiay,  ^lakar, 
Cliooinovitt  ky,  Yakott"  Abakoo,  and  lOvan  C'liooniox  itsky,  being,-  duly 
sworn,  doi)()so  and  say:     Wo  aie   natives   of  Alaska,  and  reside  at 


Sound,    Alask 


li 


Port    Ktelies,    Prince    William    ^Soun(l,    Alaska, 

tl  I  e  Territory  all  of  our  lives.     We  are  luinte'of  far- 

bearing  annuals,  and   are  well  a<'(inainted    with  the 

eoast  line  of  this  region.     In  tlie  latter  iiart  of  IMaicli  a   few  fni  seal 

\i.i"iir  in   TriiKT   n^"i'l'y  lii'st  uuiko  tlieir  a])in'araiue  iu  Prince  William 

w'iiiiMin  sonii.iiii  iiii    iSouud,  aiul  arc  most  i)lciititnl  in  the  latter  part  ot 

"'  '"'"  "'  ^^»'"-^i'-        A]nil.     They  arc  mostly  large  males,  very  few  females 

being  taken,  and  those  only  towjrds  the  close  of  the  season  in  tlie  hitter 

])art  of  JNlay.     Very  few  females  taken  in  this  region  but  are  jaegnant. 

We  use  lire  arms  (rilles  and  shot  guns)  priucii)ally,  and   hunt  in  bi- 

daikas.     We  have  never  seen  far-seal  pui»sof  the  same 

^ivindruruiiini....-   season's  birth  ill  the  water  or  on  patches  of  lloating 

kelp,  and  dt>  not  think  tliey  eould  be  successfully  raised 

1.  ","'i''\'.'!''?  ,.T^-^  ""   under  such  conditions.     Neither  have  we  any  knowl- 

tH\<^i'  ot  the  existence  ol  any  lur-seal  rookeries,  except 

those  oil  the  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea. 

We  have  no  way  v^f  distinguishing  fur-seals  in  the  water  at  sea,  as  to 

wlio  her  niiiJes  or  temales,  and  do  not  try  to  do  so;  but 

kill  ,ill  we  can  indiscrimiuately.     Large  seals  sink  rap- 

idl  ,  while  the  smaller  ones  float  n  few  minutes.    Pur- 

s<'  (Is  have  decreased  in  numbers  of  late  years,  and  we 

believe  it  is  due  i)riiicii)ally  to  the  large  number  ot 

v<  ssels  hunting  them  at  sea.    We  think  that  for  the 

nt-ctH    p  (iper  ])res<>rvation  of  the  fur-seal  species,  all  pelagic 

iiuiiting  should  be  stopi)cd  absolutely. 

NicoLi  tiUEiiOKOiT  [111  Pussianj. 
Petek  Adi  ngan  (his  x  mark). 
Pavel  SiiniKAKiN  (his  x  mark). 
AjiTON  Kalishnikoee  (liis  X  mark) 
AvakoonKalisiimkoef  (liis  x  mark). 
MiuoN  Aliman,  (his  X  mark). 
TiMOFE  (JiiAVirA  (his  X  mark). 
Ai'ANASS]':  INlALH'iC  (lus  X  mark). 
jMarka  Koosciiio  (his  x  mark) 
riioR(il  AciOt^KLooK  (his  X  mark). 
(il{E(JOKV  AoiiAY  (his  X  mark). 
IMakai?  C!ii()0.viovitsky  (his  x  mark). 
Yakof'I"  .XiiAKoo  (his  X  mark). 
Evan  Ciiou.MoviiwKi  (his  x  mark). 
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I  liorchy  certify  rh:it  I  liiivc  iiitcrpirtcd  the  siibjcct  iiiiittor  to  those 
jiorsons  whose  si<;iiiiturcs  urc,  hereto  iil'tixecl  iiiid  that  they  truly  under- 
stand its  ('((iiteiits. 

X KEPO M   (J U E( i () IIOFF. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nie  this  KJtb  day  of  April,  1892. 

.Joseph  Mi  uhay, 
United  iStates  Trtanury  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  FranJx  Korth,  agent  fur  fur  trading  company  at  Port  Etehen. 

DECREASE. 

Frank  Kortli,  beiiiij  (bily  sworn,  (b'poses  and  saith:  I  reside  at  Port 
I'^teiies,  rriii<'<>  William  tSound,  Alaska,  and  haw^  lived  in  the  Territory 
for  the  last  eijilit  years.     1  am  the  aj^cnt   for  a   fiw  tradinj;-  company  at 
this  place,  but  never  liad  any  })ers(»nal  exj)erience  in  fur-seal  huntinj;. 
I  am,    li(»wever.  well    acipia luted   with    the    coast    of 
^Maskii  fi'om  Frince  William  SduucI   to  Fiiimak   Pass. 
Fur-seals  usually  liist  appear  in  I'rinee  William  Sound 
in  lurft'e  schools,  early  in   the  month  of  Ajuil.     They 
were  formerly  much  mitre  plentiful  llian  ol"  late  years.    'iiii"^'>'i"<i- 
In  the  earlv  part  of  the  season  the  m-il"s  are  nu)st  uu- 
nierous,  a  lew  temalcs  bemj;'  taken  tctward  '.  its  close  m 
the  latt<'i'  part  of  May.     I'irearms  (rillesand  sli(it<>uns) 
are  used  abuost  exclusively.     All    seals  sink   (jiiickly, 
but  those    shot  tliroujih  the   head  and  killed  remain 
on  the  surface  longest.     1  have  no  knowledge  of  I'm 
seal  pups  bein^'   born   in   the  water,  or  on   patches  of 
lloatiuj;'  kel]),  .ind  <lonot  belicNc  theyc<juld  be  successfully  laised  under 
such  conditions.     Neither  do  1  knowofany  fur  seal  rookeriesother  than 
those  on  the  si'al  ishnulsot  Iteriuj;' Sea.     Owiny' to  the 
steady  deci'(>ase  in  fur-seal  life  of  late  years,  due  to  the   v^^^^'l^^^^  *■ 
larjiC  number  of  vessels  hunt  iui;'  tli>  in  ai   sea,  it  is  my 
opinion  that  in  order  to  save  thesi)ccies  Irom  extermina- 
tion all  ])ela,iL'ic  huntinj;-  of  fur  set  Is  should  be  prohibited   ^J'^!'"'''"''''"''   """"■ 
and  sto])i)e(l  absolutely. 

Frank  C.  Ivorth, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mc  this  lOtli  day  of  April.  ISini 

J()Si;i'II  Ml   KRAN 

United  States  Trta.snry   \**itf. 


Wcapiins. 


Nn    i)Mi)s    liorn    in 
.    wiilci-  or  oil  kelp. 


irk). 


Dcposilion  of  (Vaf  Kram,  sealer. 
HAIUTS. 


Olaf  Kvan.  beimr  (luly  swoi'u,  deposes  and  saith:  I  reside  ori  (ireeu 
Jslaud,  in    I'liuce    William   Sound.   Alaska,  iiud   have  , 

lived  in  the  terribuy  for   the   last   ten  years,     I    am     -^i""""'""' 
a  mariner  by  occupal^ion,  but  of  lati;  years  have  bee'i  enga},'ed  in  liunt- 
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,,.    .  ..  iiiy'  tiii'-hcariiiu'  ;niiin;i!s.     SimIs  lust  appear  in  Prmco 

Ills  ill  I'liuio  wii  >N  illiaiii  NmiikI  anont  the  1st  ot  May. and  were  toinii'ily 
(luitc  plentiful,  wliil  ■  now  tll(^y  are  Itecitniinjiconstantly 
scarce!!'.  J  do  not  know  the  cause  of  this  decrease.  Ail 
the  seals  which  1  have  seen  killed  were  females,  and 
the  nuijority  of  tliese  were  pregnant  cows.  My  expeii- 
ence  is  that  .about  four  tift lis  of  all  lur  seals  killed  in 
th(^  water  are  lost.  1  can  not  tell  a  male  from  a  female 
in  the  water,  and  when  killin^i'  tln'm  never  make  any 
effort  to  do  so,  as  the  object  is  to  j;'et  all  the  skins  pos- 
sil)le,  I  liave  never  seen  a  live  pu])  of  the  same  sea- 
son's birth  in  the  water.  1  have  no  knowledjie  of  the 
existence  of  any  fur-seal  rookery  or  place  where  fur- 
seals  haul  up  on  the  land,  other  than  on  the  rookeries 
of  the  several  seal  islands  in  iJerinf;-  Sea. 

Olaf  Kvam. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1S92. 

JOSin'II    .MlKRAV, 

United  mtutis  Treasury  Agent, 


liaiii  Siiiijiil 


l)t(  rciiHi'.  IVlaKi' 
Hi'iiliii^.  Mci.slly  lU'i-K 
iiuiit  iLiiiiili'S  killed. 


Waste  of  lifo. 
liidiMci'iiiiiiiiife. 


I'liiiH    not    biirii    ill 
water. 

Ifciokriics    only    on 
till'  islaiHlH. 
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IiiiIIki  riiiihmlc  kill- 
Not   lioni  in  water. 


Bcih.KitioH  of  Akt>too,  sealer. 

PELAdlC    S1:ALIN(i. 

Alvatoo,  bcinjj  duly  sworn,  (h'poscs  and  .siiys:  I  was  born  at  Yakntat 
iil)out  lliirtv  years  a"!*;  am  a  liuntcr  by  ()CCU|)ation, 
Iiiiiitiiifi;  sea  oiler  and  !)(>;  r.     Have  always  taken  seal 
with  spear  and   shctt^nu;  never  used  a  riHe.     VVlien      ,,,„,.«  lum.'    with 
sjK'ar  was  used  I  lost  none,  and  I  lose  no  sctd  when  1   si)«.nr(.i!*ii..ii;Mii. 
use  tlic  sliotuun,  tor  1  don't  shoot  them  unless  thevare      ,.     , 

1  i      ii       1        ^        ■•  I       1      1- ii  1  1  Ml     1   1  1  JIosllv  pre  Kiiiin  t 

close  to  the  boat.     .^Sost  ot  the  seal  killed  by  me  have 

been  t'emah's  with  jiuj).     1   shoot   all   seal  that  comes 

near  the  canoe  and  use  no  discrimination,  as  I  can  not 

distinjiiiish  a  youn}>'  bull  from  a  cow  in  the  water.    All 

hunters  sho'i     verythinj;' that  comes  near  their  boats. 

Never  heard  oj'  ;:  seal  juij)  Ixnnji  born  in  the  water  nor 

on  the  land,  oni  have  heard  they  are  born  on  some  islands  in  Ueriii}; 

Sea.     In  the  winter  a  few  pups  art?  driven  into  Ww  bay 

by  the  storms.     Seal  are  beeoininy  very  searee  on  the 

coast  and  the  Indians  have  hard   work   killinji'  what  few  they  do.     I 

think  the  white  men  should  be  sto])peil  IVom  killinji' seal 

oi!'  the  cviast  of  Alaska  so  that  they  will  become  plenty  ,„'"'!''''""'""   "''''"" 

again.     Tiiat  is  all  1  know  about  seal. 

Akatoo,  his  X  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark  : 

I'ETKli   (JlIlKCII, 

I'nited  States  Interpreter. 
A.  AV.  Lavendkk. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  tt>  before  me  this  ISth  day  of  Ajnil,  1S02. 

A.  W.  Lavkndeh, 
United  Stat  en  Treanury  Afjemf. 


Dej^osithu  of  Ateiias  l\no,  Yakatat  fiuiian  sealer. 

rKLA<ilC    SKAI-INti. 


Ateuas  Ko«t.  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  an  ojtl  man. 
Was  born  in  Yakntat  and  am  a  mendier  of  the  Yakntat 
tiibe  t)f  liulians.  I  lia\c  Inuited  all  my  lite.  Have 
killed  fur-seals,  mostly  fenndes  with  jtup.  but  have 
ne\  er  seen  or  heard  of  fni -seals  liauling  up  on  the  land 
in  this  i>art  of  Alaska,  or  anywheic  else.  Nevei-  have 
known  fur-seal  imps  to  be  born  in  tiie  water,  nor  have 
I  ever  heard  of  p-  ,(S  being  born  in  the  water  ttr  any- 
^vhcre  else  cm  Alaska.    Have  nevei  known  oi  n<H"  have 


Must  \\      I'lir      srald 
will)  |ill|>  killril 

Jill  not   liiuil  up  un 
on  AlMMknn  ('<iii.«t. 

Kiir  (u'lt'l    |iii|)8  not 
bore  in  wDAfr 
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I  seen  any  fur- seal  in  tlio  waters  of  Disciicliantnicnt 

]iay  or  aiiy  otlier  inlet  in  tliis  part  of  Ala.^Ua.     They  (1«»   ^..^["Js^""  '"  ^"''"''' 

not  frequent  tliose  places.    That  is  all  1  liave  ;4ot  to 

say. 

Aten'AS  K()(i,  his  X  mark. 
Witness  to  liis  mark: 

1M;tku  (JiUKCH, 

l')n'ti(l  NtdtvN  Tnicrpirtcr. 

A.   W.    IiAVEM)i;K. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  ])eforemo,  this  ISth  day  of  A])ril,  1892. 

A.    \y.    liAVENUElJ, 

United  IStnten  Tfemunj  A<jent. 


D('p».sifi<>)i  of  (ronastut.  Vuhiihit  FiHUan  scaler. 

PELA.G10    S1;AIJN(;  —  DECREASE. 

Gonastut,  beinj;  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  .')(•  years  old.     F 
was  born  at  Kodiak  and  live  at  Yakutat  and  belouj;' 
.xporit  ct.  ^^^  ^1^^  Yakidat  tribe  oi'  Indians.     Am  a  hunter  bv  oc- 

^^imii-sciimiiiatekiii-  pupation.  Jlavc  killed  a  lew  fur-seal.  1  kill  every- 
thing-  that  comes  near  the  boat  and  use  no  discrimina- 
tion, as  the  sex  can  not  be  bdd  in  tlie  water,  except  it  be  an  old  bull, 
which  is  told  by  its  size.  lla.  e  used  shotgun  and  rille  in  taking  seal. 
I  lose  about  50  ])er  cent  when  I  use  the  sliotgun,  and  more  are  lost 
when  ritle  is  used.  I  ahvays  sjioot  tlieiu  in  llie  head  wlien  possible, 
,     ,  but  if  not  possible  I  shoot  tiiem  in  any  pait  <tf  the  body 

Ui)  ii(!t  liaiil  up  I'X-     ,  1      ,    .  Ill  1  i-  1    i 

r.'pt  on  Piii)ii(if  Is-   that  IS  exposcd.     I  ha\('  never  known  any  fur-seal  ti) 

'""'•''•  haul  up  on  tlie  laud  in  any  part  of  Alaska.  excei»t  on 

Xo  pelagic  birth.       [\^^.   Pijbiloi'  MnnTls.     Ne\er   have  heard  of  any  pup 

seals  being  born  in   the  water.     ]la\e  inner  seen  any  f.ir  seal   in   tiio 

inland  waters  of  soutiiern  Alaska,  but  have  heard  of  ])ups  being  seen 

in  the  bays  during  the  i)revaleiice  of  storms  on  thecoasi  in  winter  time. 

^cal  are  liecomiiig  Aeiy  scarce  this  hist  three  or  four 

^"''^'''^'"■'"''  years,  and   Indian  hunters  can   haidly  kill  them  )iow. 

Too  nuiny  scliooners  are  hunting  seal  and  Indian  hunters  have  to  go  a 

long  wav  in  their  ciuk  es  in  order  tit  get  auv.  and  thev 

seldom  Unl  one.     Seal  will  soon  be  no  more  unless  the 

Great  Father  stoi»s  the  schooners  from  huiding.    That  isjdl  1  have  got 

to  say. 

GoNAsTLT,  his  \  mai'li. 


^^■itlH'ss  to  his  mark: 
i*j;ri:ii  ("iii  i;(  ii, 

f'uiteU  States  liili  rpnter, 
A.  \V.  Lavi'.ndeu. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  bef  iic,  nic  this  ISth  day  of  April.  1.*>!(12. 

A.  W.  La\i:m)i;k, 
i'niUd  iStalen  Tivasurtj  Atjeiit. 
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No    pclngio 
known. 


Irilth 


DcjiiosH  1(111  of  Jacob  U((rtli,sinili,  Yalattat  Iiulian  hunter. 

PKI.A(JIC  SEALING. 

Jacob  naitlisimk.  bciiio-  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born 
at  and  liavc  li\ed  in  Yaluitat  all  my  lilc.  I  bclonj;'  to  the  Yakutat. 
tribe  of  Indians.  1  am  now  a  very  old  man.  I  am  by  occupation  ii 
hunter.  1  have  liunted  sea-otter,  but  have  never  killed 
ii  fur-seal  in  my  life.  Kever  have  known  of  a.  fur- 
seal  pup  beinji'  born  in  the  water  or  anywhere  else 
in  Alaska,  noi'  have  I  e\er  heard  of  fur-seal  being- 
hauled  out  on  the  land  in  Alaska.  I  have  traveled 
from  ley  Bay  to  Sitka  Sound  and  meet  many  Indians 
belonjiinj;'  to  other  tiibes  of  Indians,  and  they  never  have  told  me  that 
they  had  ever  seen  any  fur-seal  hauled  out  (m  the  coast  of  Alaska  or  ou 
any  of  the  rucks  adjacent  thereto.  I  hav«  have  heard 
that  fur-seal  do  haul  out,  and  that  the  ])ups  are 
born  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.  It  is  iep(»rted  to  me  by 
Indians  who  hunt  fur-seal  that  they  are  becoming' very 
scarce.  They  ha\  e  iu)tict'd  decrease  in  the  last  four 
years.  I  think  if  the  schooiu'rs  were  prohibited  from 
sealinf>'  they  would  become  plentiful  on  this  coast  again 
have  to  sav. 

Jacou  X  IIartllsnuk. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

TETKU    ("IIUHCII, 

Vnitcd  ,St(ttcN  J)ite>'i»ctcr, 
A.  W.  Lavj;ni)i;i{. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  ti.is  18th  day  of  April,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavi;ni)i;u, 
L'l  iti'd  iStaUs  Trcmsury  Agent. 


Do  not  }iBiil  np  on 
coast. 


Haul    up   nnd 
born  on  islands. 


Decroase. 
I'rotoition. 

.    That  is  all  I 


seen 
T  time, 
or  four 
m  )io\v. 
to  go  a, 
il  they 
CSS  the 
a\('  got 

larU. 


Deposition  of  8a7)i  Ilayikahthi,  hunter. 


I'ln.AOK;  .sr,Ai,iN(!. 

Sam  ITayikahtla,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at 
Yakutat,  and  have  lived  there  all   my  life.     Am  49  years  old.     Have 
been  hunting  all   m\  life.     Never  heard   of  any  fur  seals  being  hauled 
uj)  on   llie   laud  on  any   part  of  the  cttast  of  Alaska 
where  1  have  traveled.     Nor  have  I  ever  heaid  (»f  ]>nps      Nopciagio  iiinh. 
being  btu'ii  in  the  A\ater.  or  on  the  land  in  any  part  of 
Maska,  exetpt  on  the  Piil)iIof  isiaiHls  in    IJering  Sea.     I  travel  from 


■I 
Icy  IJay  to  Siika.  and  have  nc^verheiird  Indiansol' other 
tribes  say  that  they  had  seen   tiir  seals  hauled  out  on 
the  hind.' nor  have 'l  ever  heard   tlu'Ui  say  tJnit  i)U|)s   ;;;;'';'''''''•>''•'''''""' 


Ni\  ri-  liraiit   of  fur 
mil    in   wati-r, 


were 


orn   in   I  lie  water, 


1' 


ui-seal    are  getting    \v\\ 


scarce  along  tins  cuast  and  Indian  fur  seal  inintershave        ''i'^^''- 
fjreat  trouble  in  gettiig  any  now.  while  in  former  years  they  got  plenty. 
If  the  lire. (t  l-'atlier  does  not  stop  schooners  from  liunt-      ,,    .    .. 
Jiig  seal  along  llic  coast  "I  Alaska  and  in  i>cring  Sea, 


« 
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'  r.i.- 


mi 


tlic  sciil  will  soon  1)0  fjoiio  and  tlic  IiKlian  ninst  starvo  tliat  nnikcs  his 
livio};'  by  hunting  flicni.  i  am  told  the  wliitc  linntcr  kills  ni()stly  cow 
seal  with  pup.    That  is  all  1  have  to  say. 

llJH 

Sam  X  IL     ;\-  itla. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
Pktek  (Jiurcmi, 

Cuited  States  Intirpretrr. 
A.  W.  Laviondkk'. 


Subseribcd  an<l  sworn  to  liefore  nie  this  ISth  <lay  of  Ajtril.  1S92. 

A.  W.  Lavkntku, 
I'nitcd  ISiatcs  Tnanury  Agoit. 


''if; 


!       i 


Kxpi  liciK'H. 

Do   IKit    )l!llll    lip     oil 

lull. I. 
No  iMliiyic  liirlli. 

IiKliRoiimimitc  kill- 
ing. 


Dcixmt'tDH  of  K'n>kno(i<i,  YoJoitat  ficalcr. 

PELA(ilC  SEALING. 

Kiiikooga,  beinj"' duly  sworn  deiioses  and  <ays:  I  was  born  at  Yak- 
utat  and  have  lived  there  all  my  life.  I  am  about  40 
years«)ld,  1  tiiiiik.  J»y  o<<'U])ation  lam  a  hunter.  Have 
killed  a  few  fur-seal  in  my  life.  Have  never  known  any 
fur-sea!  to  haul  out  on  the  land,  nor  has(!  I  heard  of 
any  lieiiij.;'  haidrd  out  on  the  land  from  iK-ojdeof  differ- 
ent tribes  >vhona  1  have  met.  Havenever  seen  or  heard 
of  a  fur-sea!  ]>u])  lieijijj  l)orn  in  the  water.  Hunters 
use  no  discrimination  in  Inuitinji  seal,  luit  shoot  eNcrytliinj;' that  (ponies 
near  the  boat.  Have  traveled  from  ley  IJay  to  Wraiigel  and  have  never 
seen  any  seal  in  the  inland  waters  in  my  life.  A  few  fur-seal  pups  have 
b<'(  n  killed  in  the  bay  witliiu  my  remembrance,  in  the  winter  seasiuis, 
drixen  there  l»y  the  storms  on  tl)e  coast  at  those  tinuvs. 
Seal  are  jicttinji  very  scarce  on  the  coast  tlie  last  three 
or  four  years.  The  reason  of  tlie  scarcity  is,  1  think,  that  there  are  too 
iiutny  whi+e  hunters  sea!inf;in  tlie  open  waters.  Indian  hunters  can  not 
jict  any  more  in  canoes  on  account  of  xle  t't'w  seals  that 
are  left,  are  so  far  from  the  land.  All  sealinj;  in  open 
waters  by  white  men  should  be  stopped.     I  have  no  more  to  say. 

KiNKouciA,  his  X  mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

I'ETEU   Cllt'UCll, 

I' lilted  States   Iiiterpreler. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  ISth  day  of  April,  lS9li. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 

United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


1)1  crease. 


I'lolfitiiin. 


Jhjuisifioii  of  \eeliantake.  Yakutat  Indian  sealer, 

PELAGIC   SKA  LINO — ^IKi  RATION. 

Nechantake.  beiiiji  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Fwasborw  in  Vak- 
„       .  ,     utat  and  have  livetl  iliere  all  niv  life.     I  lw4*Hiu  to  the 

I'.xprninci'.       >ih1h     ••     i       .     .    ^    m  i-  i       i  •  i       '  u  > 

iio  noi  haul  111.  oil    lakulat  trdxMit  ln<hanH,and  nm  n  very okl  i»»n.     Am 
'""*"•  by  occiipa!i(»ii  a  Inintcr.     Have  iMner  JuMiwn  a«y  ftWi 


TAKI;N    in    VAKITAT    liAV, 


2U 


riiilriiiiJIi. 


seiil  to  bo  Ii.'iiilrd  u|)  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  fVom  Icy  Bay  to  Wraiii,^'!. 
I  liavc  l)0('n  up  and  down  between  those  places  many  times.  Fur  seal 
are,  not  as  i)lentiful  on  the  coast  as  they  used  to  he.  The  Indians  kill 
but  very  lew  now.  In  former  years  they  used  to  ;;'ct  many  of  theai, 
but  the  last  few  years  tliey  have  become  very  scarce 
and  the  Indian  liunters  take  verj'^  lew.  I  thiidc  the  <»"^'*"*'«' 
reason  of  the  seal  hecomiini'  so  scarce  is  tliat  there  are  too  many  white 
nu'U  hunting  seal  in  the  IJeiiiii;  Sea  and  tiie  I'acitic  Ocean  and  it 
sluadd  be  stopped.  Have  never  seen  any  fur-seals  in 
the  sounds  or  inlets  between  this  ])lace  and  Wranucl 
at  ;my  time  of  year.  In  early  days  a  few  pups  used  to  k,,,  s,„isim.v,is..,.ii 
be  driven  int'>  this  bay  in  tlu^  winter  by  the  storms  on  :ii  wnmi;.!  ^my  iiu.i. 
the  coast.     I  have  no  more  to  say.  "  ^""' 

Nj:ciia]NTAki;,  his  x  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 
1*ETER  <_!lUU('II, 

United  Xtttfcs  fntcrprctcr. 

A.  W.  LaV1',N1)KI{. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  nie  tiiis  ISth  day  of  Ajtril,  18!)2. 

A.  W.  Lavkm)i;u, 
United  Ntdtcn  TrcaHtntj  Agent, 


DciMHition  of  »r.  Kidfcrts,  sealer  {nninler). 

l»KLA(ilO   XEALKNU. 


W.  Roberts,  beinnduly  sw(un,  dei)oses  and  says:    I  reside  at  Yakntat 
r>ay,  Alaska,  and  I  am  by  occui>atioii  a  mariner.     I  have  been  engaged 
in  tlie  business  of  catchiu"  seals  in  the  North  I'aeilie 
Ocean  arid  IJerin^'  Sea  tor  foui'  years,  three  years  as 
sailor,  om^  year  as  cai)tain,  two  ycais  olf  the  coast  of  liritish  Cohnnbia, 
two  years  otf  Southeast  Alaska  and  IJering  Sea. 

I  have  found  that  s<"als  appear  olV  the  I-'arralone   Is- 
lands about  rhristmas,  otr  IJritisli  (Jolumbiain  March,      i'i>s<  ni.iH'i.n.nn, ..f 
off  Yakntat  l-ay  April  1."»th. 

llaxc  used  i)otIi  rille  and  shotuuii  in  killiii"'  seals,  but  now  use  shot- 


gun only,  having  found  that  for  same  number  of  shots 
iLore  seals  are  taken   therewith.     When  rille  is  used 


eicl'vrs   sli(>ti,'iiii  to 


len  rule  is  used  lin,. 
less  than  one  seal  for  live  shots  is  securi'd:  many  shots  \\''-^<''"i  iH'-- 
miss,  but  of  those  seals  hit  about  one  half  are  secured.  If  shot  in  the 
head  n  svn]  will  usually  tloat  and  is  taken.  If  shot  through  the  body  it, 
usually  siid;s,  «»r  i'scapes  to  die  later.  \\  hen  shotgun  is  used  abnut 
one  seal  is  s«!cured  for  hve  shots,  those  not  secured  generally  sink  at 
onc(^  or  are  badly  wounded  and  escniie  to  die.  Of  seals  shot  dead  about 
one-half  sink  at  once  and  oiu'  halt  are  taken. 

In  the  tri])  just  made  otTtliis  coast,  I  have  taken  eighty-one  seals,  of 
wdiich  three  were  bulls,  thiee  wi-re  hiichelors,  two  were 
yearlings,  about  tifry  were  females  i)regnant,  I'cst  fe-   ,.,,^\\flllll,Jll[t'!',\"l!*^ 
males  l)anen.     This  is  a  fair  average.      It  is  harde:'  to 
take  an  old  seal  thau  a  ><mng(Uie,  the  older  ones  being  l  ore  on  the 
alert  ;\nd  are  not  less  active  when  pregnant. 


Vearli'.gs  are  rarely  taken    in  North    I'acilic.     The   age  or 


sex   n] 


seal  in  the  water  can  not    be   distiiigiiislied,  except  that   wiien  el 
the  ai>pareiit  size  is  an  indication  of  age. 
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No  (lisciiiniiiiition  is  shown  in  takinj;  .seal.    Tiio  objeot  is  to  take 
every  one  i)ossil)I(;.     Dnrinji'  past  t'oiir  years  have  not 
in.iisiiiiiiiimtckiu-   i„,ti(.(.,l  iimch  ehani-e  in  luiniber  of  seal. 

Ill"'  ^^ 

Pups  are  not  l)orn  in  water.  In  some  cases  females 
i'lir  adviinced  in  pi'ejiiiancy  liaul  no  on  ('(tiist  to  jjive  birth;  but  otiier- 
wis(^  seals  do  not  stop,  »vKe(q)t  at  I'ribilotf  Islands. 

I  have  been  in  Hcrin};'  8ea  but  a  jmrt  of  one  season.  Of  the  seals 
taken  id»out  one  tliii'd  were  iiiales,  one  third  females 
witli  younji',  one-tiiird  barren  and  yearlinf>s, 

I  have  taken  nursinj;-  females  wiien  as  much  as  100 
mih's  from  I'ribilolf  Islands. 

J'l'oni   my   knowledj;(5  and  from  conversation  with 
other  sealei's,  I  believe  that  for  the  proper  preserva- 
tion of  s(^;il  lil'e,  sealing' should  be  absolutely  prohibited 
every  two  or  three  years. 

W.  ROBEIITS. 

Yakittat  Bay,  Alasfca,  May,  1803. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2Sth  day  of  May,  A.  J). 


Pr()]>iiiliiiiin  iiiii;;lit 
ill  lli'i  in;;  Sia. 

Niirsiiigc'ows  talii'U 

IUUTIIIIcsI'iiiIII  iHl;lllll.'4. 


Clout)  Mciusou  iu:i:es 
siiry. 
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Giles  15.  Hakhek, 

Lieutenant,  If.  i^.  N. 


ill 


Indisriiiiiiiiali)  UiU- 


Dcpositlon  of  Roniltus,  Yalcutat  Indian  scaler.        \ 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Itondtus,  beinp:  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at  Yaku- 
tat,  and  belon,u'  to  tlie  Yakutat  tribe  of  Indians.     Am 
Expoiitucc.  about  28  yeius  old,  and   a   hunter  by  occupation.     I 

have  hunted  fur-seal,  otter,  iuid  bear.  I  use  a  shot- 
gun to  hunt  for  seal.  Have  lost  very  few  seal,  as  I  always  shoot  them 
near  the  boat.  Everythinj;'  in  sha])e  of  a  seal  that 
comes  near  the  boat  is  killed.  1  use  no  discrimina- 
tion. J  have  lu'ver  seen  nor  heard  of  a  fur-seal  pup 
being-  born  in  tlie  water,  or  on  tlie  rocks,  on  any  part 
of  the  coast  of  Alaska,  but  have  heard  that  seal  are 
born  on  tlie  l*ribih>f  Islands.  vSeal  are  getting-  very 
scarce  idong  the  coast,  caused  by  the  indiscriminate 
slaughter  of  seals  in  the  ojumi  watei-s.  INIost  of  the  scids  taken  Cynic 
have  been  cows  with  i»ups.  It  would  be  a  good  tiling; 
for  the  Indians  if  the  schooners  were  prohibited  from 
sealing  in  the  Bering:  Sea  and  the  Xorth  I'acihc  ()i'(>an;  if  it  is  continued 
the  hniiiins  wlio depend  on  fur  seal  for  a  living  must  starve.  Years  ago 
a  few  seal  j)ups  weie  (biven  into  the  bays  by  tlie  storms  on  the  coast 
duriiij.1;  the  winter  season.     That's  all  1  know. 

lioNDTuy,  his  X  mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Teteu  Cnuucn, 

United  IStates  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavendeu. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.Sth  day  of  April,  18912. 

A.  \V.  Lave:vdek, 
United  IState,s  Treasury  Agent. 


Is'o  jii'lagic  birth. 


Dciivaae. 
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Deposition  of  Hi'hhn I (ttiu^  Ytiktiiaf  Indian  .scaler. 

PELAGIC   SKALTNO. 

Sclikitfiitiii,  lioiiijx  duly  sworn,  deposes  iiiid  says:    I  was   born    ill 
^akutiit  and  J  liavc  lived  tliere  all  my  life.     I    belonj;' 
to  the  Vakntat  tribe  ol'  Indians  and  am  now  u  very  old      KxpiiiiMico. 
man;  am  by  occupation  a  hunter.     Ves;  1  have  killed 
fur-seal.     1    used  the  bow  and  arrow  for  kiliiny  them.     Never  knew 


Nd  prlii 


hii'th 


MasUaii  t'liast. 


any  fur-seal    pups  lo  be  born  in  the  water  or  anywheie 

else  in  Alaska.     Have  heard  that  they  are  born  on  the 

Pribilof  Islands.     Have  never  known  any  fur-seal  to    .  i»",  ""*'""'.' "i' '"» 

C(»me  up  on  tlu^  land  in  Alaska  or  on  any  of  tlu'  islands 

adjacent  theieto,  out  have  heard  that  I  hey  do  haul  (»ul   on  the  IMild- 

h)f  Islands.     I  have  tiuveled  from  ley  Jiav  to  Nuchuk 

■^  "  MilVd      never     seen 

'iir-M-als      ill     iiiliiiid 


wiileiM. 


iuid  back  alonj;"  the  coast  as  far  east  as  Lityu  I»ay,  and   i 

have  never  seen    any  fur-seal    in  any  inland   waters 

wherever  1  have  traveled.     1   thiidc   tlie  (lieat  Fatiiei-  should   stuj*  all 

schooners  from  huiitin"'  seal   in   I'.eriu"'  Sea   and  tiic      ,,   . 

^^  ~  I   lot  t'rt  inn 

I'acilic    Ocean,   so   the   seal    would    become  plentiful 

ajiaiu  and  the  Indian  hunters  would  again  have  a  ciiance  to  kill  tliem. 

That  is  all  1  know  about  seal. 


ScllKATATl^,  his  X  mark. 


Witness  to  his  mark: 
Petkr  ( •iiuKcir, 

United  IStaten  Interpreter. 
A.  \V.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  uudaworn  to  before  mo  this  18th  day  of  Afiril,  1S92. 

A.  W.  Lavj;m»ki{, 
United  ISlates  Trcd.stirij  A(jent. 


DepoHition  of  Shon-ooseh,  Yakiifat  Indian  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SKA  I.I  Nt;. 

Showoosch,  bein.a;  didysworn,  deposes  and  says:  Iwasborn  al  Sitka; 
am  a  very  old  man  and  I  beion.u  to  tiie  ^'ai;lltat  trile  of  Indians;  have 
been  a  hunter  all   my  life,  huntinji-  f-ta  otter  and   seal 
in  the  summer  and  bear  and  fox  in  the  winter,     \^'llen      Kxieiimco. 
I  was  a  younji'  man  I  killed   fur-seal  <itf  Yakut  at    r>ay, 
nsinj;"  a  s]iear  altoji'ether.     I   haveiTt  killed  any  seal 
lately,  as  they  are  ji'ettinjjf  very  scaice.     The  majority  of 
seal  killed  by  me  have  been  cows;  have  killed  a  few  small  males.     Have 
never  known  or  heard  of  any  jtups  beinji'   born   in  the      n„  „.|.,„i,.  i,!,,], 

water  or  anywhere  on  the  coast,  nor  have  I  e\er  known      ' '" 

or  heard  of'  any  fur-seals  beiii"-  hauled  up  on  the  land    ,."",""'  '"'"'  "i""' 

anywhere  in  Alaska.     Once  in  a  wlnle  a  lew  pui)s  are 

driven  iuto  the  bay  by  the  hard  yales  blowing  from  the  southeast  on 


nccreUHO. 
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tlu' coiist  <liiriiij!:  flu;  iMoiitli  of  iM'fcinlH'i'.     I   tliiiik  tlic  Cii'cat  Faflier 

slioiild   stop   iill    sciiliii;;'    l)v  scIkmhicis    in    the    North 

rat'ilK!  Ocean  and  tlic  seal  would  auaiii  iMToinc  plenty, 

8o  the   Indians  eoidd  a;j;ain  kill  plenty  of  tlieni.     That    is  all  I  know 

about  seals. 

!Slio\vc»o,S('ll,  his  X  iiuiik. 
Witness  to  his  nnirk: 
rr/niK  Cm  Kcir, 

United  SlattN  hiterprchr. 
A.  \y.  La\i:m)hi{. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  me  this  ISth  day  oC  Apiil,  1S()1». 

A.  \V.  I-\vi',m>i;k, 
United  /States  Tieunuri/  Atjent, 


Depofiition  of  Skeenong,  Ynkutat  Indian  hunter. 

PELACJIG   SEALI^'a. 

Skeenong,  being  duly  swoi  n,  deposes  and  sa,\s:  I  was  born  at(\)|)per 
Jviver.  I  am  an  old  man  and  belong  to  the  Yakutat 
tribi!  of  Indians,  but  liave  lived  here  but  one  year.  I 
hunt  the  sea-otter  and  land  game  in  seasons.  Ha\'e 
heard  all  the  Indians  with  whom  I  have  ('(tme  in  eon- 
tact  say  that  the  I'ur  seal  are  becoming  very  s'cai'ce  ot 
lal<'  years.  ]la\e  ne\ei'  known  or  heard  of  a  fur-seal 
pup  being  born  in  the  water.  Have  heard  that  the  fur-seal  haul  up 
on  the I'ribilof  Islands,  but  never  have  seen,  or  have, 
1  ever  heard  of  any  fur  seal  being  hauled  up  on  any 
])art  of  the  coast  of  Alaska,  or  locks  adjacent  thereto. 
Kever  have  seen  any  fur-seal  in  Disenehantment  IJay, 
or  anywheie  else  in  the  inlets  of  Alaska.  I  think  the 
schooners  should  be  sto|)ped  hunting  seal  in  the  o])en  waters  of  the 
TaeiJic  Ocean  and  IJering  tSea,  and  if  they  are  not  stoi»ped  at  on(!e  the 
Indians  who  hunt  fur-seal  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  tor  u  living  will  be- 
eonu!  very  poor  and  probably  starve  to  death.     That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

fcsKEENO^u,  his  X  mark. 
Witness  to  his  nmrk: 
Tetkij  Cm  urn, 

I'liitetf  ^States  Tnterpretcr.  * 

A.  W.  Lavkis'I)K1{. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  befori'  me  this  ISth  day  of  A]»ril,  1.S02. 

A.   \V.    liAVKiNDEK, 

United  iStates  Treasury  Aycnt. 


Exjturiuiico. 


Di^creaao. 


Ifo  pt'Iagic  liiilli. 


I  lo  nut   liiiiil  lip  (III 
Alitrtkiiii  i:uiU)t. 


Protection. 


Deposition  of  Stahlcan. 


FELAGK!   SEALING. 


StahkaUj  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  wasbornat  Yakutat 

a>:(l  am  now  a  \  ery  old  man.     Have  hunted  seal  and 

ExiMJiiunco.  sea-otter  all  my  life  during  the  suumier  season,  using 


TAKKN    IN    YAKITAT    V,.\Y. 


245 


fli  >.s])(':ii' .'111(1  iiiTow.     I  Iiiivc  iicvcr  known  iinvrmsciil      ^'''^''''  .i^"""    inr 
to  liiiiil  ii)M)n  ttic  liiiid  iiM,v\vlit'i'(^  ;ir(HMi(l  tins  part  <>t    .vi.iHka  (ouki. 
Aliiskii.     Nor  liiiv<^  I  cxci-  known  ;iii\  riir-sciil  pups  to 
be  horn  in  tlic  wiitn-  or  iinywlim'  cisc  in  Alaska,  nor     >•'"  i"'"«i'' '•"»'• 
]ia\c  I  ever  IxMid  any  Indians  witli  wlioni  1  liav«-  conn'  in  contact   say 
tiiat  they  liad  ever  known  any  i'lir  seal  pnps  to  have  been  born  in  tlio 
water,  nor  liadtliey  known  any  In r  seal  to  haul  ii|>  on  the  laml  in  any  [lart 
of  Alaska.     That  is  all  1  have  j;o(  to  say. 

Staiikan,  his  X  murk. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 
ri'.TKu  ('in  UM'n, 

I'liilrd  iSidtcs  Tiiferprefrr. 
A.  \V.  Lavkndki;. 
Subsciibed  ami  sworn  to  befoie  nie  this  IStli  day  of  Ai)ril,  1S92. 

A,  VV.  Lavkniu'.u, 
Uiiittd  Slatcn  TnasKiij  Ayent. 
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Deposit  iov  of  Tliunk,  not  ire  offer  huiifcr. 
PKT.Aruo  SKAr-lN(l. 

Thnnlc,  beinft-  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  F  am  so  old  that  T  have 
lost  my  eyesiji'lit.     \\'as  born  in  Vakiitat  and  have  lived  . 

there  all  my  life.     Xever  killed  any  fur-seal  in  my  life.       "iHiume. 
Si»entallinv  life  hnn  tiny' sea  otter.     Ilax'e  never  known      iMHRcaidonut  imni 
any  fur-sea'l  to  haul  uii'oii  the  land  around  these  bays  "i"'""""*'- 
or  ill  any  other  part  of  Alaska.    Have  uevcr  known  or     n,,  pdagic  birth. 
heard  of  auy  fur-seal   i>ui)s  beiii_i«-  born   in   the  water. 
Neither  have  I  heard  of  any  fiir-soal  haulinji  iii»  on  the  laud  auywlier<^ 
around  this  ]»art  of  Alaska.     Ila<l  there  been  any  seal  hauled  iij)  on 
llie  land  it  would  have  been  told   to   me  by  people  of  diflereiit  tribes 
with  whom   1  ha\  «>  come  in  contact,     i  have  no  more  to  say. 

Tiii'NK,  his  X  mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

PETEU  ('III'KM'II, 

Uiiited  tSldles  Interpreter, 
A.  W.  Lavjcndi'.u. 

Siibsi  lihi'il  and  sworn  to  before  mo  this  ISth  day  of  April,  1S02. 

A.  \\ .  b\\  i;>i)i;i{, 
United  ^tafen  Treasury  Ayent. 


Deposition  of  Tieonyhn-(tl\    Yalcntat  Indian  sealer 

PELAGIC   .SEALINO. 

Twon,i>kwak,  bein,i:'  duly  sworn,  dejioses  and  says:  Was  born  at  Ya- 
kutat;  am  about  M)  years  old.  and  belonji'  to  the  Yaku- 
tat  tribe  of  Indians.     lliintiii<;'  is  my  occupation ;  have      E^i»'''"'nce. 
hunted  sea-otter  and  sealj  have  killed  mostly  pups  iu  the  fall  of  the 
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III)   mil  liiiiil  II])  nn 
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yonv,  (liivni  in  by  the  scvorc  Moatlicr  outsido.    Never 

liave  8<'on  any  t'ur-soal  liiinl  u]>  on  tiio  Isind  nor  liuve 

1  over  lu'ard  of  any  seal  lianlin;«:  up  on  tlie  land.  Have 

Wo  piiusic  birth.       never  heard  ol'  seal  i>u|)s  beinj;  liorn  i]i  the  water  nor 

anywhere  else  in   Alaska.     Have  heard  all   the   In- 

D.(r(aBe.  dians  of  dillerent  tribes  say  that  seal  are  becominf; 

rii)t.Mtion.  ^''''y  >*<'i»"<'<^  i"  the  hist  three  or  tour  years.    They  also 

say  that  unless  the  sehooiieisiire  stoi)ped  IVoni  sealinjjf 

in  TU'riu};  Sea  and  the  >.'oith  Paeifie  Ocean  the  seal  will  all  be  }»one, 

and  none  will  Im;  left  lor  tln^  Indians  or  anyone  else.     The  seal  luive 

become  so  scarce  of  late  years  that  1  don't  know  nnich  about  them. 

Thi8  is  all  1  know. 

TWONGKVVAK,  his  X  MUUk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Tetek  Ciiuinji, 

United  tStatcft  Interpreter, 
A.  W.  Lavknder. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.Sth  day  of  Ai)ril,  1802. 

A.  \V.  Lavendeu, 
United  IStates  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Yahlcah,  Yalutat  Indian  hunter. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 


ExiH'Hunct). 

NevfT  licani  of  po 
\a"\c  liii'th. 


mt 


Yahkah,  beinj?  iiuly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  was  born  at  Yakn- 
tat.  1  am  about  .'i5  years  old  and  belong  to  the  Yaku- 
tat  tribe  of  Indians.  Am  a  hunter  by  occupation.  1 
{JO  from  Icy  I5ay  to  Sitka  Sound  and  come  in  contact 
with  the  j)eo]de  of  difterent  tribes  of  Indians,  and  have 
N.'v.r  iK-nrd  of  uever  sceu  myself  nor  heard  other  hulians  say  that  they 
ii.aiH  iiniiiiiiK  ui.  on   \^y^^\  gj.,.„  fm- seal  pups  born  in  the  water.     Have  n«'ver 

AliiHkaii  count.  ..    ,•  111-  ii        1         1     • 

seen  or  heard  ot   lur-seals  hauling  uj)  (Ui  the  land  ni 
any  part  of  Alaska.    When  1  was  a  small  boy,  a  few  pup  seals  used  to 

be  driven  into  the  bays  by  liaid  st-.uiiiR  on  the  coast. 

The  seal,  like  the  sea  otter  are  becoming  very  scarce. 
I  think  if  the  schooners  were  prohibited  from  taking  seal  in  r.eriiig  Sea 

and  along  the  coast  of  Alaska,  the  seal  would  became 

plentiful  and  the  Indians  could  kill  Ihem  once  more 
in  eanoes.    1  don't  know  anything  more  about  seals. 

Yaukaii,  Uis  X  mark. 
Witness  to  jiis  mark: 

I'ETIOR  ClllRCH, 

United  IStates  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn,  to  before  me,  this  IStli  day  of  April,  1S92. 

A.  W*  Lavendkr, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent 
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ri'STIMONY  TAKI'N  AMONG  NATIVl^S  ON  OR  NliAR  LYNN 
CANAL  AND  CHATHAM  SOUND. 


Deposition  of  George,  the  ftoii  of  Kloiz-Moiz,  Chikat  Indian  trader. 
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PELAGIC   SEALING. 

George,  the  son  of  Klot>  klotz,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 
I  belong  to  the  Chilcat  tribe  ol"  Indians  and  reside  atChilcat;  am  about 
35  years  old.     I  trade  with  the  interior  Indians  and  up 
the  coast  through  Lynn  Canal,  and  down  the  coast  as     K^pTionce. 
far  as  VVrangel  and  Stikeen.    Never  killed  a  fur-seal     d,,  n„t  himi  up  on 
in  my  life.     Have  never  heard  of  fur-.seal  hauling  upon  AiaBkan  inmi. 
any  land  in  Alaska,  nor  have  I  ever    eard  of  seal  pups    ^^  ,H,iagic  i.irth. 
being  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  coast  of  Ahiska.     In 
my  dealings  with  the  i)eo]>le  of  other  tribes  with  whom  I  come  in  con- 
tact they  would  have  told  me  had  they  known  of  any  fur-seal  having 
hauled  up  on  any  part  of  the  Alaskan  coa.st  visited  by  them.    Know 
nothing  more  about  seals. 

liiH 

George  x  Klotz-klotz. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Church, 

United  SiateH  Interpreter, 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  181)2. 

A.  VV.  Lavkndeh, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


Deposition  of  Kasknn,  Chileat  Indian  trader. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Kaskan,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  suys:  I  belong  to  the  Chil 
cat  tribe  of  Lnlians.  1  have  trade<l  with  otiier  tribes 
up  Lynn  Canal  and  as  far  north  as  the  Yukon  llivcr, 
and  down  the  coast  as  far  as  Wrangel.  Have  never 
killed  or  seen  a  fur-seid  in  my  life,  wov  have  1  evjr 
lieard  of  any  fur  seal  having  been  seen  in  the  inland 
waters  of  Alaska  where  I  have  traveled.  Had  any 
fur-seal  been  hauled  up  on  the  land  in  any  inlet  around 
Chatham  Straits,  Stevens  Tassage,  or  any  of  the  wa- 
ters of  BoutUeusteryi  Alaska,  I  woidd  have  known  of  it, 
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as  it  would  liiivc  licoii  told   iiic  l>y  (lie  in'oplc  of  oMut  trihos.     Tliat's 
sill  I  liiiv«^  to  say. 

Kaskan,  Ills  \  lllHlk. 

Witiioss  to  liis  inai'k: 

I'K'J'KK   ("111  KCH, 

I'liitttl  tSttiffn  Interpreter. 

A.   \V.    liAVKNDKK. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  belbrc  me  this  lltli  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  VV.  IjAvi;m)KK, 
United  StatcH  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  (ieorge.  Shuclcnjnh,  cousin  of  head  vhirf  of  Chilent  Indiana. 

TELAGIC   SKALIXO, 

Georye  Sbuckcyali,  beiiiy  duly  sworn,  deiDses  and  says:  T  am  a  con- 
sin  of  the  iiead  cliief  ot'  tlie  (Jliilcat  Indians.  Am  .'U) 
Kxp. ri.Mirc.  ycavs  old.     I  /i'o  H])  an<l  down  tlic  <'oast  froin  Cldlcat 

to  Wranjjel  and  meet  many  ]u'o]»le  belonfjinytotlie  <lit'- 

fenMit  trilu's  of  Indians.       Have   never  seen  a  fur-seal   in   Cliatltam 

Straits,  Stevi-ns  Passage,  oi-  anywhere  else  in  my  life,  noi-  have  I  ever 
heard  of  anv  fur  seal  hauling  out  on  any  of  the  islan<ls 

n,Mm  Tilwkar'onH.'.'  «»•  »'<»<-l^*<  ou'auy  part  of  the  coast  of  Ala'ska.  And  had 
any  ever  hauled  <»ut  I  sliouhl  have  known  it   by  being 

tohl  by  the  peoi)]c  of  tlic  ditferent  tribes  with  whom  I  <'ome  in  <'ontact. 

That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

llJM 

(JEOKCK    X    SnrCKKYAU. 

mark. 

"\Vitn<'ss  to  his  mark  : 

I'KIKIl   ("IIIKCII. 

l'»it((l  States  fiiterprelrr. 
A.  NV.  Lavk.mu'-I.'. 

Subscribeil  and  sworn  to  bclbre  nn-  tliis  1 4tli  day  of  Ai)vil,  1S{)2. 

A.    \V.    liAVKNDKK, 

United  States  Treasari/  Agent, 


Deposition  of  Ixali  ehiiek  ter.  rhirf  o/'  Ilitelieuoos  Indians. 

PKI-A(il('    Si;AI.INii. 


; .    I 

mi 


Kah chiM'k-tee,  be!''U'  didy  swoin.  depfises  and  says:  I  auj  the  chief 

of  the  lluclienoos.     I  am  a  pretty  old  man.     I  don'tdo 

KxiMii.ii.r.  anyth  ng;  am  the  gcntlenmn  of  uiy  tribe.     My  tribe 

live  b  •  catching  heiring,  from  which  they  make  oil,  and 

dispose  of  it  to  the  Indians  of  other  tribes,  which  come  hnv  in  large 

numb«'rs.     1  liavc  visited  all  the  inlets  and  islands  in 

qu'.!l!i  mV!^^^^^^^^^^^^^   Chalham  Hound  and  other  parts  of  .Maska  as  far  as 

Sitka  and  never  saw  a  fur-seal  in  the  inland  waters.. 
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Xor  liiivr  r  ovt'i"  lusinl  of  a  liir  seal  Iwinj;  so«'ii  in  tlio  iiilaiMl  wators. 

Have  iH!v»'r  lieard  of  any  fui-sral  bciiij;  liaiilctl  up  on 

tli«  land  or  rorks  on  or  oirtlic  roast  of  Alaska.  Ilatl  fiii-      "';""•  '•"'•  '"' "" 

seal  lietMi  liaulcd  np  on  the  main  coast  or  islatiits  ol 

Alaska  I  slionUl  liave  kii<»wn  it,  as  tin*  news  wonid  liavo  hwu  hron^rlit 

to  uxv  ))y  tliu  Indians  of  ditlorciit  trilx's  wlio  conio  to  pnn-liasc  oil  lioni 

n«y  p«'opU'.     I  have  no  more  to  say. 

Kah  (inrK  TICK,  his  x  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 

rETEll  (.'IIIUCH, 

United  Staffs  Ttiterpretrr. 

A.   W.  liAVKNDKK. 

SubsnilH'd  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  iL'tli  <hiy  of  April,  ISJVJ. 

A.    \\  .    liAVK.NDKlt, 

L'nu:'d  SfitttK  TicdNury  Ayvnt. 
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Depnuition  of  Toodays  ('harlii\  Killisunn  hcrrinff  Jislimnan. 

PELA(iI<!   SKAL1N(J. 

Toodays  Charlie,  beinj;'  «luly  sworn,  «l«'poses  and  says:  I  am  .">()  years 
old.     1  belong  to  the  band  of  Kdlisnoo  Indians  and 
was  born  at  and  have  lived  in  Killisnoo  all  my  life,      kximti. n.c 
Am  by  occupation  a  herrin};  lishernian.     I  visit  all  the 
islands  and  iidets  around  Chatham  Sound  in  following;'  my  occu])ation  of 
nnikin^  oil  from  theherrin;*'  wlih-h  1  catch.    I  la  v<' never 
seen  a  fur  seal  in  the  iidand  waters  in  mv  life,  nor  did  I    „,.Vi1n''i,','i.niIiT',''rl' 

f  *  '^^  >' I    111     lllldllll    \iilH   In* 

ever  hear«»f  any  beinjjinthe  island  waters,    llavciicver 

heard  nor  do  I  b«'licv<'  there  ever  was  any  pups  born 

in  the  water  nor  any  seals  hauled  upon  any  part  of  the   i„^iri!iriii'!""'  "'^'"'' 

I'oast   of  Alaska  or  on   the  islands  adjacent   thereto. 

Had  any  fur  seal  hauled  u]>  it  would  have  i>ecoine  known  to  the  Indians 

and  1  would  have  heard  it,  for  I  sell  oil  to  all   the  triltes  (»t'  Indians  in 

southeast«'rn    Alaska,    and   they  would  have  told   me  had  they   ever 

known  or  licai'd  of  tln-re  beiii};'  a  fur  seal  rookery  at   any  place  along 

the  coast.    This  is  all  I  have  got  to  say. 


Ti):>I>AVS 


X     riiAur.FR. 

iii.irU. 


Witness  to  his  nuirlc : 
Pktku  Cm  kcii. 

United  Stiitrs  I ntvrprilcr. 

A,   W.  liAVKNDKH. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  iLMli  day  of  April,  1S{»1». 

A.   \V.  liAVKMtKlf. 

Uiiitfd  Sttitrs  Tmisiiry  Agrnt. 


JhpDsiliini  !>/'  \irhnll  (itidoinn.  Iiiiliaii. 
lM;i,A(il('   SKAI.INC. 

Nicholi  Gadoweii,  beingdnly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  nm  second 
chief  of  the  Killisnoo  Indians;  am  r>()  years  old;  born  at  Killisnoo  and 
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have  lived  tlicre  all  my  life;  am  by  occiii)af ion  n  lierriiijj  flsliermnn. 
Have  nevt-r  killed  a  fur  s«'al  in  my  life.  In  the  winter 
season  many  years  aii;(>  ])ui>  seals  use<l  to  fre(|uenr  the 

Stmnli"  '"  ^^''"""""  sound,  driven  in  by  the  heavy  southeast  f«ah's  i)revail 
i\\}i  at  that  time;  but  the  last  four  yeiirs  thorr  has  nut 

been  a  fur  seal  seen  in  any  part  of  ('hatham  Souuil  tiiat  I  have  been 

able  to  learn  of.    1  visit  tiie  <litlerent  i>arts  of  the  sound  with  my  tribe 
when  th«'y  are  makinjj  oil  and  Imve  never  known  any 
fur  seal  to  haul  up  <)n  the  land  or  roi'ks  in  any  part  of 
Alaska  tliat  I  ever  visit«'d,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  of 
No poiiisir  birth.      ,^||y  ^^jjj^  ^^,.||  [„.i,|„  |,„i„  j„  til,,  ^vater  or  jinywhere  else 

in  Alaska,  and  had  they  ever  been  born  in  the  water  or  on  tlu^  islands 
or  roeks  of  Alaska  somc^  of  my  tribe  would  have  known  it  and  it  would 
have  been  reported  to  me.    1  have  nothing  uKdc  to  sav. 

liiH 
NiClloLI    X    (j  ADO  WEN. 

murk 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

rETEU  ClU'RCII, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  1802. 

A.  VV.  Lavender, 
United  /States  Treasury  Ayent. 


Deposition  of  Albert  Kcetnucl;  trader  in  oil,  etc. 

PELACSIC   SEALING. 

Albert  Keetnu('k,bein«i duly  sworn,  dejioscs  and  says:  Tam  27  years 

old.     Was  born  aiid  live  at  Killisnoo.     ISliike  herriu}*' 

xperiMice.  ^.j^  ^^^^^  wood,   and  fifow  i)otatoes  aiul  turnii>s.     The 

lierrinj;  oil   1    nnike    I    st^U    to    other    Indians,    and    the    potatoes 

and  turnips  I  dispose  of  to  the  white  men  around  the  soun<l,  and 

sell  the  wood  to  the  fish  company.    My  business  calls  nu^  away  from 

this  place  to  the  ditterent  inlets  and  islands  around  (Ihatham  Souiul, 

and  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  fur  seal  anywhere  in  the  sound.    The 

Indians  who  buy  my  lish  oil  belong;  to  tribes  who  live  huig  distances 

away.     Have  never  heard  them  sny  that  they  ever  saw 

ia?d.  ""' ''""'  "''  ""  •'^"y  *"'"'  ^*'"1  hauled  out  on  the  islands,  rocks,  or  any 

partof  the  mainland  of  Alaska.     II;id  they  hauled  out 

on  any  jdace  in  Alaska  I  should  have  known  it  myseli'  or  would  have 

been  told  of  it  by  the  Indians  who  come  long  <lisrauces  to  purchase  oil 

from  me.     I  have  no  more  to  say. 

Albert  x   Ki:i:tnuck. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter, 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Sabscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nu^  this  13th  dny  of  Ajnil,  1S02. 

A.  \V.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Ayent, 
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Depnuitlon  of  Oror(/e  Kcticooschitih,  Thlinkct  Indian  fiitherman. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

(leoi'tro  Kctwooscliisli,  Ix'iiif;  duly  sworn,  dcposos  iuul  siiys:  Am  .^0 

ycii IS  of  it <;'('.     lioiii  ill  iiiul  liavi;  lived  at  Killisiioo  all  my  life.     Huloii^ 

to  the  Thlinki't  tribo  of  Indians.     I  am  a  liciriii};  lish- 

erman  by  occiii»ation.     1   make   licniii};  oil   which  I       "i"'""'- 

sell  to  till'  people   of  otln^r   tribes  alony;  the  <*(iust.     They    eomc    a 

Ion};  distance   to  Itiiy   it  of  me.     I  visit  all  the  islands  ami  roeks 

in  followiiiLMnv  bnsiness,  in  Chatliani  Sound,  and  have      ,   ,    , 

,      '^   ,  •,    ,         •      i-  1  •  ^     i>  A.\        >»'nu  iiii  nut  (re- 

liever been  able  to  se«',  a  liir  seal  in  any  jiait  ol  the  quoi.t  wat.iH  oi  sk. 

waters  of  S(»ntheastein  Alaska  in  my  life.     Have  never   '^''"''"' 

heard  of  any  seal  beiiijLi  in  the  waters  nor  on  the  land  or  roeks  oil' or  on 

the  coast  of  scmtheastern  Alaska.     Have  never  heard     ,..     ,    ■  ,,.. 

ot  pnp.s  beinj;  born  in  the  wat«'r  anywhere  aloiij;  the 

coast  of  Alaska  in  my  lile.     Following  iii.t  occupation,  the  peojde  of 

other  tribes  come  a  very  hmj;  distance  to  I'liy  of  me  the  oil  which  I 

make.     Had  there  ever  been  any  seal  hauled  out  on  any  part  of  the 

Alaskan  coast  it  would  liave  been  told  to  me  by  these  i>eople  who  come 

toiuy  home  to  buy  oil.    That's  all  1  have  to  say, 

iiiA 
Geouoe  X  KETWooscnisn. 

murk. 

Witness  to  liis  mark: 
Peter  CiiiTucir, 

United  States  Interpreter. 

A.  W.    L.WKNDEIt. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12tli  day  of  .Ajnil,  1802. 

A.  \V.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Aycnt. 


Deposition  of  Konkonal,  nntire  h'illisiioo  fishcrmar. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Konkoii.al,  beingf  duly  sworn,  dei)oses  and  says :  1  am  one  of  the  liead- 
men  of  the  tribe  of  Neltuskin  villa;j;e.  Am  (»()  years  of  age.  Was  born 
at  and  have  lived  at  Killisno't  all  my  life,  llavisabvavs 
made  it  my  business  to  catch  herring;  and  make  oil, 
which  I  have  disiiosed  of  to  Indians  of  other  tribes,  who  come  a  long 
distance  to  buy  it.  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  any 
fur  seal  being  in  the  inland  waters  around  Chatham 
Sound  or  any  other  place  in  Alaska.  Nor  have  1  ever 
heard  of  any  seal  being  hauled  up  on  any  of  the 
islands  or  on  the  coast  of  southeastern  Alaska.  Had 
aiiy  seal  hauled  up  on  the  land  or  islands  ol"  southeastern  Alaska  I 
would  have  known  it  by  hearing  the  Indians  from  other  tribes  talking 
about  it  who  (uinie  to  buy  oil.    That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

KoNKuNAL,  his  X  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  CiiuRrii, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.'ltli  ilay  of  April,  18!)2. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 
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Jhl)onilion  o/  JSillif  \oli  lum,  Innh  r  in  oU  and  finJurman. 

PELAOK:   SKALING. 

Billy  Null  li«M»,  hv\\\<i  <liily  sw<nii,  (h'posrs  iiixl  says:  I  iiin  jiboiit  35 
.    ^^  yrars  old.     Was  l)oni  al  anil  n'sidr  at  Killisiido  all  my 

''^'"' ■  lilt'.     Am  hy  ofi'iipalioii  a  liniiii};  lisli«'rmaii  ami  oil 

maker,  wliii-li  oil  I  sell  to  oIIht  tiiln's  of  Indians.  I  liavt^  vis- 
ited all  lilt'  islands  between  liei'(>  and  Sitka  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  sound,  and  lniv«'  never  seen  any  Inr  seal  in  tlie  waters  in  my 
,    .  ,.  ,        lile.     Nt'ver  lieai'l  ol'anv  inr  seal  pupbeiny' hoin  in  the 

iHi  iM>i  iiMtii  ii|i  Oil  water,  nor  have  I  heard  oi  any  inr  seal  haulm;;'  up  on 
'■""'  the  land  or  islands  in  southeastern  Alaska  or  anywhere 

else.  Had  pups  been  born  in  the  water  or  st>als  hauled  up  on  the  land 
on  any  part  oi'  the  coast  it  would  eertainly  Ite  known  to  tlu*.  IndiiUis 
and  I  would  iiave  heard  of  it.    I  have  nothing  more  to  say. 

Billy  x  Naimioo. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
ri'VlEU  ClHUCIi, 

I'nitnl  Stales  Tnierprcicr. 
A.  W^  Lavkndkr. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12tli  day  of  Ajuil,  1.S02. 

A.  W.    IiAVKM)i;i{, 

United  tStaten  Treasury  Ay^cnt. 


Dejxtsilio'n  of  Kesih  Ifih'}/,  laborer,  fisherman,  trader, 

PELAGIC    SEALING. 


■  i  li  • 


Kxpriii'iH't'. 


Xo  iKtliiKic  liiilli. 


Kestli  liiley,  l»ein^diily  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  40  years  old; 
born  and  reside  at  Killisnoo.  Am  now  working' for  the 
white  men  in  summer  and  (tatehin^- herring  for  making 
oil  in  th<^  winter.  Sell  the  oil  to  the  other  tribes  of  In- 
dians. I  have  visited  the  ditlereiit  islaiuls  in  the 
sound,  and  never  knew  any  fur-seal  to  be  born  in  the 
water  in- on  any  of  the  islands  in  southeastern  Alaska.  If  any  seal  had 
liaule(l  up  on  anvof  the  islands  in  southeastern  Alaska, 
^  i)o  i.,.t  i.a.ii  npoM  j  should  liavc  Icuowu  it.  They  wouhl  certainly  have 
lu'en  seen  by  some  Indians,  and  they  would  have  re- 
ported it  to  all.  Have  never  seen  a  fur  seal  in  (Jhatham  Sound  or  any 
of  the  inlets  oil  the  sound  in  my  life.     Have  got  no  more  to  say. 

his 

Kestii  X  Riley. 

mark. 

Witness  folds  mark: 
Pe'J'eii  Cm  ucii, 

I'nited  States  Tnicrprcter, 

A.  W.  JiAVETS'UER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavenuer, 
United  States  Treasury  Ayent 
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Drpthiithm  of  Shiirklcuu,  ph}inlvian,JiHhirmuii,  trmUr  in  oil. 
l>KLA<il<'   SKALlMr. 

Sliiickl«'iiM,  iM'iii;,'  duly  sworn,  <l«'pos»'s  iiiid  siiys:  Wushorii  and  Inivo 
liv<'<l  at  Killisiioo  all  my  iil'i*.     Am  (•()  years  of  •a'xv.     1 
was  a  doctor  most  of  my  life,  hnt  have  };:iv('n  it  up,  and      Kxpciimif. 
I  now  catcli   licninji;  and   make  oil.     TIk^  oil  I  stdl  to 
tli«'  pcopio  of  otliiM-  trilx'S,  wli(»  come  a  lon;^'  ways  to  iinicliasc  it  IVom 
me.     Have  l)e<-n  down  to  8itka,  and  on  all  islands  and   inlets  aronnd 
Cliatlnim  Sound,  and  have  nevei-  seen  any  fur  seal  in      ,..,„.   ^^,^,,   ,,^^   ^^^^ 

my  life,  nor  have   i  «'ver  heard  of  any  In r  seal  i)einj;   haul  ii| .,:isi  ..i 

hauled    up  on    any   of  the  islands  or   rocks   around    •''"i'"'"''" 

(Chatham  Sound.  Nor  have  I  ever  seen  any  man  who  said  1h'  ever  saw 
a  fur-seal  pup  in  his  life.  Have  never  s<>en  an  Indian  l)el*ui}>'in<;'  to 
any  tribe  who  said  liu  ever  saw  or  heai'd  of  a  fur  seal  haulin;;  up  on 
the  land  anywhere  in  southern  Alaska.  The  Indians  who  eonu'  here 
to  trade  with  me  and  our  ])eopIe  come  Ioujj:  distances,  and  had  thei'c 
been  a  fur-seal  rctokery  in  any  part  of  Alaska,  my  people  and  myself 
would  have  known  it.    I  can  say  no  more. 

OUUCKLKAN,  his  \  uuirk. 
Witness  t<>  his  maik: 

PliTKR  <'UUU<H, 

I'tntcti  States  Interpreter, 

A.  W.  Lavendkh. 

Subseiibed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  Ai>ril,  IS!>L'. 

A.  W.  Lavkndkk, 
United  StatcH  Treusnry  Atjeut. 
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Depoxition  of  Yuan  Slanoeh,  herrinij  Jlshernwn. 


IMOLAtilO   SKALINO. 


A  m 


o.)  years 

Kxi«Tifiiie. 


N'o  pelafiii!  liirtli. 


Yuan  Slanoch,  beinj;  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 
<dd;  born  and  have  lived  in  Killisuoo  all  my  life.  My 
business  is  that  (»f  catchin<4'  herring'  and  making'  oil, 
and  clio]>pin;>'  wood.  1  sell  the  oil  to  the  [teople  of  other 
tribes.  \Vhen  Ibllowiu}:;  my  occu|»ation  1  visit  all  the  islands  and  inlets 
of  Challiam  Sou!id  and  have  never  seen  or  taken  a  tur-seal  in  my  life. 
Nor  have  i  heard  of  any  fur-seal  pujj  beinji'  b(»rn  in  the 
water  nor  on  the  land  in  or  arouiul  Chatham  Sound, 
nor  have  1  ever  heard  of  any  fur  seal  haulintj  up  on  i*"'  ""'  '"'"'  "p  <"• 
th«'  land  or  rocks  anywhere  around  ('hatliam  Sound. 
The  people  who  I  sell  oil  to  come  fromalonjjf  «listaMce, and  I  hav<'  never 
heanl  them  say  that  they  had  seen  fur-seal  Inuiled  up  on  the  land  any- 
where, and  they  would  have  told  me  and  others  of  our  people  had  they 
seen  any.     1  don't  know  anything-  unu'e  about  seals. 

Iiis 

Yuan  x  Slanoch. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  nmrk: 
Tetkr  Onuu<  h, 

United  St  a  ten  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavkndku. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  ine  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Laviondei?, 
United  IStatea  Treasury  Agent. 
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254  TKSTl.MONY    TAKKN    NKAH    fllATUAM    SorND. 

Ihinmilinii  of  Tclirt  (JlitiK,  lirrriiifffiHlicf  oiul  ironU  cltnpinr. 
lM:i,A<ilC    Si;A!.l.N(i. 

Tt.'lu't  ('liak,  Ix'iii},'  tliily  sworn,  (h'|)(»sos  iiixl  siiys:    Was  horn  at  Kil- 

lisiioo  anil  liavf  livt'd  Uviv  all  my  lil'f.     Ami  now  a  v«'ry 

Kxi>»-ri<ii(n.  oM  MniM.     My  ofrnpatjoii  is  tliat  ol'  a  lin  rin;:  lislivranil 

Wood  cliopiM-r.     Ilavr  visiird  all  IIm'  islands  and  inNds 

in  Cliatliaiii   Sound   and   other  parts  of  soatiifaslrrn   Alaska.     Have 

N.vi>  m.i  »,'  In  "''^''''  '*''*■"  •"''■*«'i'l  i"  •'"'  inland  waters,  imm'  have  I 
iii'iiiii'in.i  «;iirr«.  ii.ir  ever  heaid  of  any  Iteiny"  theie.  noi'  ha\e  I  lieai'd  of  or 
'""''''"'"",'"''•'"''"-   seen  anv  hani  np  on  the  lanil.anv  island,  or  rock  on  or 

up  iili  riiiiil  ».       1       '  '     4  I       ■  1  1         • 

(Ml  the  eoasi  ol  Alaska.  Ill  iiiy  Itnsiiiess  oi  iiiakniv; 
lierriii;;  oil,  whieh  I  dispose  of  to  the  people  ot'  the  dillereiit  tiilies 
aloii<;  the  eoast.  I  should  ha\'e  heard  of  seal  liein;;  hauled  np  on  any 
island  or  roek  ahai<;  the  coast  ot'  .AhiNka.  had  there  been  any,  tor  it  is 
ciistoiiiary  i'or  the  people  of  one  trilte  to  tell  the  pe<i]de  of  another  all 
they  know.     I  ha\e  no  more  to  say. 

TciiKi  ("iiAK,  lii.s  X  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 

I'HTKIl   (in  KCII, 

L'nUcil  Stdtrs  Iiili  ii>rr(cr. 
A.  W.  I  Avi;.M)Kir. 

Subsiaibcd  and  sw(»ru  to  before  me  this  I'JtIi  day  of  ,\pril,  1S{»L*. 

A.  \y.    liAVKMlKI^, 

United  mtatvii  TrtUHHuj  Aijvnt. 


IhlKtsitlon  of  Anna  tins,  rhivf  of  Tnknu  Tndinns. 


ii'I  ■ 


,"i 


IK'  I 


II  Anns. 

Aniiathis,  chief  of  tlte  Takou  tribe  of  Indians,  bein«;  duly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says:   Have  alwa\.';  been  chief  of  tliis  tribe.     Have,  never 
bct'ii  seal  hniiliii};  in  mv  life.     Myself  and  tribe  jjo  to 
Kxpoii,!...'.  ^,1^.  j.^^.j^^  ,|^  ,..|,.  .|^  \viai,}.vi  and'trade  with  the  Killis 

noo  Indians  foi- <»il.     Have  never  se«'n  a  fur  seal  in   all  my  trav«'ls  up 

and  down    tin'  coast.     Have,  never  heanl  of  fur.seal 

s..,.iH.i..nnii.,uiiiip   i,.,„ij|,„.  „|,   „„  .,„y  .,,„.(  „f  tiKM'oast.     If  seal  liadbe(Mi 

oil  ciiu.st.  1,1  ,.1  11111 

hauled  up  on  any  part  ot  the  coast  1  should  have 
been  tohlof  it  by  the  pc(»pU' of  other  tribes  with  whom  1  haveciunt;  in 
(Contact  during  the  loiif;  years  of  my  life.     That  is  all  1  hav«'to  say. 

xVnna  TLAS,  his  X  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark : 
Petku  Cm  lU'ii, 

United  ^States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  LAVi:M)Hit. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nie  this  llth  day  of  Ai>ril,  1S02. 

A.    W.    liAVI'.NDEl}, 

United  H^lateif  Tivunury  Ayent. 
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Aijcnt. 


Tl-STIMONYTAKliN  .VF  OK  Ni:.\K  SITK.V 


Jhpnsitinn  of  Atlnm  Aiimihrr.  vatire  srahr  at  Silla. 

l'KI,A«iIC   SKAIJNd— >ll(il{ATH»N. 

A«lam  Ayonkcr.  Iiriny  ilnly  sworn,  deposes  anil  says:  I  am  about  00 
years  old;  hnrn  at  and  rcsid«^  in  Sitka.  Am  iiy  o<-<-n|)ation  a  linntrr. 
Hunt  seal  in  snmnirr  and  deer  in  winter  vm-v  sim-e  I  was  a  small  Itoy. 
8eal  ar«>  tiist  seen  and  tak«'n  l>y  me  eaeii  year  oil  Sitka  Sound,  altout 
tlie  niiddN-  of  Apiil.  Have  t'ollowe<l  tlietn  as  tar  nortli  as  Cape  Kdward, 
wlieie  they  disappear  altout  •lune.'U).  They  ai'e<-onstaidly  on  tliea<lvanee 
uptlie  «'oast.  When  1  was  a  boy.  seal  were  sjieared  amon<;-  the  islands  in 
Kitka  Sound,  Init  now  the  tew  that  eome  alon^the  coast  w«>  are  obli-^cd  to 
;rotar  out  t<»sea  in  ord<'r  to  •;«'t.  Havealwav  susetia  shot};nn  an<l  rillein 
takinj,'  seal  sinee  a  younj;  num.  I  rarely  lose  any  seal  1  shoot,  as  I 
never  shoot  at  them  uidess  they  ar<'  very  close  to  the  boat.  Most  all 
seal  that  I  have  killed  have  been  pii'^^nant  cows.  Have 
taken  a  lew  male  seals  from  I  to  4  years  old,  I  think. 
Have  never  kille<l  an  old  bull.  The  sex  of  seal  i-an 
not  be  told  in  the  water.    I  shoot  evervthiu"' that  comes 


cdWH  kiilfd. 
IniliHcrimiiiiiU)  kill- 


""K- 


near  the  boat.  When  a  sj'al  is  killed  dead,  he  will  sink 
very  (piick,  which  is  the  reason  I  n«'ver  shoot  them  unless  tliey  are  so 
near  the  boat  that  lean  .secure  them.  Sealan' always  shot  iu  the  head 
when  pi»ssible. 

J  have  noticed  that  seal  have  decreased  very  rapidly  in  the  last  thrco 
years,  owiiifj  to  too  many  schooners  enjna<i('d  insealin<; 
ah»n}>"   the   coast   of  Alaska  and    Merin;^   Sea.      Have 
never  known  of  pups  bein;;-  i>orn  in  the  water  or  any- 
where else  on  the  coast  outside  of  the  INibilof  Islands. 


Ih'tr. 


I)»rii   in   »at«T 


or  on  f'oiiHt. 
l-'iir 


iiIh    ill)    nut 


Have  never  known  of  fur-seals  haulinj;'  up  on  the  land  iiani  ni.  on  tin-  aiuh 
oil  the  coast  of  Alaska.  Have  seen  tliem  haul  up  on  """I'iM'.'i'MiinMi'riiiiioi 
the  I'ribilof  islauils.  If  pelajiic  sealing  was  stopped  in  M:iim1h 
lierin;;  Sea  and  the  Paciiic  Ocean,  .seals  w<)nld  beconu- 
pleidilul  once  more  and  the  natives  of  Alaska  could  a;iain  make  money 
by  catching  them. 

Ills 


ri'iili'i'lion. 


Adam  x  .^vojskee. 

murk. 

Witness  to  liis  mark : 

GEOR(tK  Kastrometixoff, 

United  States  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  !Hli  day  of  April,  isn2. 

A.  W.  Lavem)E1{, 
United  iStuten  Treasury  Afjent. 
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JhiKmilion  of  ChurhH  i'liniplicll,  captain   nrhnnnrr  I'mhrina^  maliiiQ  in 

.\  III  til  I'aiijiv  a  lilt  llniiHj  Sea. 

riw.Aiiir  si;.\i-iN(J,  miguatidn. 

Cliailcs  ('iiiiiplicll.  ciiptiiiii  ol"  tilt'  lliilisli  .sclnioiH'i  rnihrina,\)C\m* 
tlllly  swdlli,  tlrposi'SiilMl  Fiil.Ns:  I  liiM>  niiMliiiiliWnl  Siiiil  s<li<ioii«T  tlic  last 
tWM.M'iii's.  IliiNc  l)4>(Mi<'ii^:i;;<-il  in  scaliii;;  in  I  lie  Nui  tli  l'aritic(  hciiii  ami 
Itriiii;;  Sea.  I'irst  seen  aiitl  taken  srai  Ity  nu-  till  flic  <  Oliinibia  Miwr  in 
I'N'Innar.v.  Tin-  sral  an-  coii.slantlv  a»l' an<  inp;  np  111.  roast.  \V«' t'<i|- 
low  tli<- seal  lip  tlif  coast  until  wi-cntcr  tlic  sra  alMiiit  .Inly  <».  Tlic  I'ar- 
knsliot;;iin  is  iisfdliy  nicrxcliisivfly.  I  liavf  scvm  liiinl«'is  anil  seven 
boats:  tucnty-lliKM'  in  n  ail  tol<|  on  tlir  vessel.     IC\|)ei-i«-nee(l  hunters 

lose  very  lew  seal  that  are  shot,  but  l»e;;inneis  lose  si 
inaiVl.''«iiii  ImVn"' ''     K'"'i'<    inMnlier.     Majority   of  seals  taken  are  females 

with  yoniij;.     \\  e  eaii;;lit  a  larj;«' nninber<»f  pnps  in  tlie 

>iir.siim  i.inai.s  {■■,i\\y  part  ol  the  si-asoii.     IH<I  not   take  partienlar  m>- 

'''""'  tiee'ol  the  sex.     Have  killed  eows  with  milk  aluait  «1(> 

miles  oil  the  I'libilof  Islainis.     A  few  oh  I   bulls  were  killed  by  me  last 

,   ,.  ,  ,,    si'ason.     Can  not  distinguish  the  sex  of  the  seal  in  the 

llii|jNirMiiiii;il<'  kill  .  .^    ■         .^1  !■  I   I     I       II         I   •     I      ■        1     1   I 

iiii;.  water,  ex<'ept  in  the  ease  ot  an  onl   bull  whn-h  is  tohl 

I'lii.H  not  Im.iii  III   '*>'  'tf<  •**'>''«'•     I  f**'  no  diseiiiiiinatioii  but  kill  everythinfj 

w:.i.i  nni-  :iii\wi,ii-   that   j'omes  near  the  boat  in  shape  of  a  seal     llavo 

la'il.lii'!'    '"'""'"'   '"    never  known  any  seal   piijys  to  be  born  in  tin-  water, 

nor  on  tlu' eoasi   anvwhere  outside  of  the   I'ribilofls- 

])i>  not  JMiiil  III)  mil'     II  11  'i  ixii  II. 

..i.i..  i'iii.ii(.iM'iii(i-..    lands.     Have  never  known  seal  to  haul  up  anywnero 
outside  of  the  I'ribilof  Islands. 

tlllAUJJW  ('AMI'Hl'.M.. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  .'JOtli  ilay  of  .\pril,  lS9li. 

.\.  W.  IiAvi;M)i;i{, 
Unitcil  S'  '/t«  Trin.sinif  Aijciit. 


<: 


MiKi'iitiiin. 


I)<j)Os}li(ni  of  Simiiiii  Cliin  h)n  lin,  scaler. 

PKLA(iIC    SEAI,INO. 

Simeon  C'liin  koo  tin,  bein;;  duly  swcnn,  dei»oses  and  says:  T  nin  00 

years  old:  was  born  and  reside  at  Sitka,  and  am  by 

i:\i«iirii.e.  occupation  a  seal  hunter;  have  been  eii}ia}ied  in  that 

biisiiie>s  since  I  was  a  small  boy.     About  the  middle  of 

^Vpiil  the  lirst  seal  are  seen  ami  taken  by  me  oil" Sitka 

Stmiid.     At  this  time  the  seal  are  advanciii.i;°  uj)  the 

coast.     In  early  days  tlu>  sp"ar  was  used  in  taking  seal,  but  mtw  the 

Hhotyun  and  rilie  are  used  exclusively.     No  seal  were  lost  when  struck 

Avitli  spear.     Fifty  i)er  cent  are  l<»st  when  killed  with  shot<«un,  and  a 

lar;;er  i)ro]HU'tiou  are  lost  when  ritle  is  use<l.     Most  of 

pnliiimVt'i'viniih'J^        the  .scals  killed  by  me  have  been  females  Avith  youii}?. 

They  slee]»  intn'e  and  are  less  active  and  ujore  easily 

captured.     The  few  male  seals  taken  by  nn^  I  do  not  know  their  ajLjes. 

Quite  a  number  of  yea  rl  in  j^s  are  taken,  the  majority  «»f  which  ar«' females* 

have  taken  a  lew  bulls  in  mv  life;  sex  of  the  seal  can 

^^mlUciiiiiiuat.kill-     „„^  |„.  t,,,,i  j„  j,,^^,  ^^..j^,.,.    ^,j,j;.^^  jj  ,,^.   .,„    ,,,^1  ^jj,,|        ^^u 

Bcul  are  shot  that  come  near  the  bout  regardless  of  sex. 


TAKKN    AT    Olt    NKAK    SITKA. 
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Ill  I  It'll  HI'. 

i'll|lH      lllll       lllll'll        ill 

w  iiti  r      imr    iii    litiiil 
iiii.\  »lii'ii>  ill  AliiNkii. 

I  III  III  t  liiiiil  I'p  I'Imi 
H  III  ri  till. II  nil  i'l  ilii 
Inl'  Inllillllx, 

I'llill  I  (lull. 


VVIhmi  s(>n1  ar«>  shot  (load  tlicy  almost   iiislaiitly  sink  and  a.c  lianl  to 

wnirt';  have  iioticrd  tln'sral  ar«'  drrrrasinj;  very  last 

the   last  tour  yrars;  too  many  scIhhiiicis  air  liniitiii>; 

tlii'iii  ill  tlii'o|M-ii  watnsot'  the  raritir  Ot-tMii  and  ISniii;: 

S(>a  ;  liavc  ncvn-  known  or  Inard  ot']ni|>  seals  iM-iti;:  Imi  ii 

in  tli(^  water,  nor  on  the  land  any  wlicrc  in  Alaska  ;  liave 

never  known  <d'aiiy  s«  als  liaiilin^  up  <  n  (lie  land  oil  tliis 

eoast  elsewhere  tlian  on  tlie  I'l  iliilot'  jslaiids.     I  tliink 

that  it'  the    schooneis  were   prohiliited   tVoin    liniitiii^ 

seal  ill  the  N«»i'th  Taeitie  Ocean  and  Itniii;:  Sea  the  seal 

would  s<»iiii  beeouie  plentit'ul  aloii<;  tliu  eoast. 

liU 
SiMl'.O.N    X    <'lllNKO()TIN. 

111,11  u. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 

(iKouoi:  KAsTiJoMi/riNOKr, 

I'liitnl  StatvH  i'unrt  luivritir(n\ 

Subseribed  an«l  sworn  to  betbre  ine  this  7tli  day  of  A|»iil,  l.^lL'. 

A.    \V.    I.AVKM  Kl{, 
L'ltitdl  SlalcH  'in     aiy  J  jent. 


J  h  posit  inn  nf  I'ctir  ('liiiicli.  snihr. 

l'KI,A(Mt"    SKAIJNi!. 

Peter  Chiireli,  bein^  duly  sw(»rn,  deposes  and  says 

ui Ill I.I   I '.....  1 i: 1 1.'... 


I  was  liorii  at 


I  eu'i    »  iiiir«-ii,  iieiii;;  iiiii,\    ,^^>^M  ii,  neptise.N  iiiin   >ii\.s:    i  was   norii   ar 
Sitka;  am  L"J  years  old, and  am  by  oeeu|iation  a  hunter. 
Have   been    enj;a«;ed    in  sealiiijr  the  past  lour  yeais       '^i"'*""- 
in  the    North    Paeilie    Ocean,  always    in    the    capacity  of  a    hunter. 
Havetirst  taken  seal  oil' Sitka  Sound  the  middle  of  April.     Kiiilowed 
the  seal  uj)  \hv  eoast  as  far  as  Yakutat,  where  they 
tlisappeared   the    last  of    .Iiine.      Have   always  used      '"^'ik""'!'"" 
shot;>iin  and  ritle.     I   think  alioiit  ."lO  per  cent  of  the  seals  shot  with 
Bhot;;'Uii  are  lost,  and  a  greater  pro|i(utiiui  are  lost  when 

shot  with  a  ritle.     Most  of  the  s»-als  tak«'ii  by have  ...^nVlTlliYI'ir''''''' '^"' 

been  temales  with  ycaiiiin.  I  think  the  female  seal  is 
less  a<'tive  and  nutre  easily  approached.  A  lew  male  seals  have  been 
taken  by  me,  their  a;;es  raiijiin^i-  from  one  to  live  years  old.  Killed 
three  larji'e  bulls  durinjj  my  lite.  Tin' sex  of  the  seal  can  not  bt;  dis- 
tinguished in  the  water.  1  shout  everylhiii;;  that  comes  near  eiidu^h. 
If  seal  are  instantly  killed  they  will  sink  very  (piick,  and  are  harder 
to  secure  under  t.iose  c<ui<litioiis  than  thev  would  lie  if  badiv  wounded. 


Have  noticeil  that  seal  are  beconiin;;  very  scarce  on  tli 
coast  the  last  few  years.    The  caus«'ol  the  scarcity  of  the 
seal,  1   think,  is  that  too  many  scIkkhicis  mi  the  North 
I'ai-ilie  Ocean  and  Heriii;;'  S(>a,  and  tli«'  indiscriminate   ii 
killing;  of  females  with  imj)  in  the  watt-r.     Never  have 
kin>wn  any  pups  to  be  burn  in  the  water,  nor  lia-.e  1   ""i*'""- 
ever  known  fur-seal  to  haul  uj)  on  the  laiul  anywhere      t>„  i,„t  haul 
on  the  (u>ast  of  Alaska.     1   think   all  pelajiic  sealinj;  '""•' 
slnuild  be  stopped,  so  that  seal  would  have  a  ehance      I'rotcction. 
to  increase. 

Peter  CiirRrii. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nic  this  20th  day  of  April,  1S1)2. 

A.  W.  Lavknoeu, 


I  u  T  n  lusf. 


IiiilUiriiiiiiiiitt'  kill- 
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United  IStutes  Treasury  Agent. 
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Ih'posHioH  of  John  ('.  <'h  innit,  stdhr,  onr  xrason  on  MoUir  AdaniK. 

J<>liiiC.Cl('iiKMit.lK'in<'«liiI.vs\v(iiii.(|<'i»ost'Siiinl  siiys:  Frosidc  at  Sitka; 

iiiii  -•"»  vciii  s  old.     Il;iv4'  hunted  seal  niic  scasou  on   tlic. 

Kx, ...... „.,■.  scIioonVr  Mnllir  A,l>iiiis\n  i\u^  North  I'acilic  Ocean  and 

IleiinjivSea.     IIaveean;;ht  seal  all  alonj;  th«M'oast  IVoin  ("ape  I'latteiy  to 

the  I'lihiloflslands,  nsin;-  lheshot;;nn  exclusively.    0\eiri(>  percent  are 

„     ,  ,,.     lostwhen  sliot  witii  shot^iun,    Alost  ol' the  seals  taken  are 

mules  liik'n.  e,(»\\  s  w  itli  pu|>.    J  lie  sex  can  not  lu^  told  in  tlie  water.and 

all  are  shot  that  come  near  the  hoat.     Xodiscrindnatitui 


Iiiilisn  lininatK  kill- 
I'liim    not     liiiiM    in 


i..  used;  liuiiteis  kill  cv«'rythinj;'  they  s(!e.     Never  have 

^,..i,,,r  known  or  heard  of  pups  bein;;'  Iioin  in  tlu'  water  or 

i)(,  not  iiaui  up  on   elscwliere,  outside  the   I'ribilof  Islands,     Have  never 

*"""''  known  or  heard  of  fur  seals  hauling'  up  on  the  latxl  on 

this  coast  elsewlu're  than  the  riil)ilol   Islands.     I  think  th<' indiserini- 

iuale  killinji' of  seals  in  Tiering'  Sea  is  the  cause  of  their 

scarcity  ahui<;:  tiie  coast,  and  if  pela<;i<'  sealinjj^  was 

stojtped  alto,i?ether,  the  seal  would  then  beconu'  ]dentiful. 

John  (!.  Clkmkn'I'. 

Subscribed  and»sworu  to  before  me  this  8th  <lay  of  Ajuil,  l.SJ)2. 

A.    \V.    LAVKNDKIt, 

United  iStalis  TratKiiry  Aijcnt. 


I'rot 


Dcjiosition  of  lloonah  Did:,  siiljcniff  of  ITooninh  IniliuHS. 

PELAGIC   SKA  LING. 

Dooniah  l)iek,bein}j(lnly  s  worn,  de])oses  and  says:  Born  at  Sitka;  am 

about  40  years  old.  Have  been  livin;^' in  lloonah  ten 
ExiMiHiuf.  years,   and    am    lunv    subchief   of  the   lloomdi    In- 

dians. Have  liunteil  seal  for  three  years  from  (Jross  Sound  to  Yaku- 
tat.  Always  use  tlu'  slntt^un  aiicl  ritle  for  taking'  seal.  Always 
shoot    the   seal    close   to   the   boat   and    rairly   lose   one,   but   when 

shot  at  with  the  rille  I  lose  a  jjood  many.     1  liavo 

Xoim1us;i.  luiiii.      jn>v(.i.  Uiiown  of  u  ]uip  scal  being  born  in  the  water  or 

on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska  outsid«^  of  the  Pribiiof  Islands.    Never 

have  heard  of  any  fur  seal  being  haided  up  on  the 
,0Hsi ""''"'"'"'' ""   <'•»!'■"'*  or  rocks  of  Alaska  other  than  on   the  Pribilof 

Islands.  Have  traveled  from  Hoonah  to  Fort  Sim[>- 
son  and  north  as  far  as  Chilcat  through  all  the  channels  and  sounds 
in  southeastern  Alaska,  and  I  conu'  in  eoutact  with  the  p<'ople  of  many 
tribes  of  Jndians  and  1  have  never  heard  them  say  that  they  had  ever 

seen  or  heard  of  a  fur  seal  being  hauled  nj»  on  any 
J).,  not  lu.Mi  up  <m   j,.,j.t  „j'  tiu^  coast  or  on  any  of  the  islantls  ahuig  the 

coast  of  Alaska.  Hiul  they  ever  known  of  a  rookery 
of  fur-seal  in  any  part  of  Alaska  I  sli(<uld  liave  known  it.  1  know  no 
more  about  seal  than  what  1  have  said. 

IIooNAii  X   Dick. 

luiii'k. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
I'KJ'KU  Cnrucir, 

f'niUil  tStdtcs  Tnferprcfcr. 

Suhscrilied  and  sworn  to  before  mo  this  lath  day  of  A])ril,  1892. 

A.   W.    TiAVKKDEK, 

Unitetl  l^tutfs  Trmnury  Agent. 
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DcjKhsition  of  John  Ihtlirn,  scahr  {hnat  puller). 

PELACIU  si:amn(}. 

Sitka,  Alaska,  Mnji  /.s^,  is!>:\ 
,Iolin  Dolirii,  bein,n"  «lnly  sworn,  dcitoscs  and  says:  That  lie  is  a  native 
III  (icriiiany,  and   lias  been  eiivn ';■(•( I   in  s«'a!   Imiitiiifi'      i.^,,.,...- 
tliiriiifi' tlie  [in'scnt  season  on  tln'scliooiier  Luhonnlor,  of 
\;iii»<»nver,  Ibitisli  (.'obiiiibia,  in  tiic  capacity  »>f  Itoiit- 
piillcr;  tliat  to  the  best  of  jiis  kiiowI»'<l<;-c  and   belief      i:ijii.v    imp    ..m 
iilMMit  ei.nht  of  every  ten  seals  killed  in   |>elii-ic  scaling-   '•''^••"  "•'"^''' •*• 
are  females,  and  tliiit   twite  as  iiiiiiiy  seals  are  lost  iis      WuhIoi  liiv. 
are  captnred. 

.loiiN  DoiiRX. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  uw  this  ISth  day  of  May.  1S!»1.'. 

[SKAL.J  ('has.    ll'.    isilAM, 

J)('pitfjj  Clerk,  rnifcd  Sftttcs  IHstriet  Court  of  Alaska. 


Ik'position  of  Janim  (lontlinn;ii,  nalicc  scaler. 

I'KLACIC  Si;AI-lN(i, 

James  (londowen,  bein;;' duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am  .'30  yeai> 
old;  liorn  at  Killisiioo  and  reside  at  Sitka.  Am  by  o<-ciipation  a  liiiiit(>r 
Imiitiim'  seal  everv  summer  and  deer  everv  wintei-  since 


was  a  smal 


l>ov 


Hunt 


ed  oiK^  season   on  scliooiier 


x|irninci- 


Sitka.     Have  limited  seal  b«'tween  Sitka  and  (Ji'oss  sounds.     They  tlrst 
appear  about  middle  of  this  month  and  disapjiear  about 


M 


i''nitiiiii. 


the  last  <»f   .Imie.     Have    always  usvd  shotniin   and 

1  ille  for  takinii;  seal.     About  ."»(>  per  <M'nt  are  lost  when  killed  witli  asliot- 


MimIIv  iirifiiiiiiil  r< 
iiiali'M  killril. 


"iUii  and  a  laijicr  per  cent  when  rille  is  used.     Most  of 

tiie  seals  killed  are  cows  with  piip.     A  few  males  are 

killed  avera^in;;'  from  1  to  lyearsold.     llaxc  Uilled  but 

one  old  bull  in  my  life.     A  few  yearliiij^s  are  taken,  the  majority  of  wiiicii 

are  females,     ('an  not   distinyiiish  sex  of  si'al  in   the  wat<'r.     liunlers 

use  no  discrimination,  and  killed  everythiiiii'  that  comes  near  the  boat. 

When  seal  aie  shot  in  tli(j  head  and  instantly  killed  they  will  sink  at 

once  and  are  hard  to  secure  under  tiiose  conditions. 

Have  notic<'d  that  seals  are  decicasint;   the  last   four 

years,  cause,   I  think,  by  too  many  white  men  limit- 

inj>seal  in  the  waters  of  the  I'acitic  Oi-ean  and  IJerini^- 

Sea.     Havenever  known  any  pu[»s  t*  be  boiii  in  the  wa 

teiMU'  oil  the  land  around  tiie  co:ist  of  Alaska.     Never 

Iciiown  any  tiir  seal  to  haul  up  on  tlie   hind  t»r  on  the 

coast  elsewhere  than  on  the  I'riliilof  Islands. 

Think  if  all  pelaj>i.  sealin^i'  was  slopped  in  neriiijc; 
Sea  and  the  Norlii  I'acilic  Ocean  seal  would  aj;ain 
liecome  iilentilul. 

Ills 


]h; 


I'lips    not    liDi'ti    ill 


wal'Tiinii 


hiMch 


Mill 


AI.isUm. 

I>ll    Mcil     llllll    l||l  l'\- 
ll'pl     IIII      I'llllillll'    is- 

Limit. 


I'liilirii 


JAMIOS    X    (loNUOWKN, 


mark 


Witness  to  his  mark. 

CtKORdH    IvASTROMirriNOrp, 

U'itvd  Ntatrs  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  April,  1S02. 

A.  \\  .  liAviONDine, 
United  States  Treasury  Atjeut. 
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DcpoxHiim  of  W.  1*.  IhijJUh,  scaler. 

PELAcaO   SKALINi;. 

Sitka,  Alaska,  May  is,  I8l)x>. 

W.  V.  (Jrinilli,  bciii.y-  duly  s\v(«mi,  <lci»ose.s  and  say.s   lie  is  Aiin'ricaii 

liKiii.    and    has  Ik'cii  (Mi;;aji<'d  in  scalinj;' dnrinj;'  the  |)i'os«'Mt srasoii  on 

llit'sclir'MU'r  //<»/><»»7fr/or,ol\'anronv»'r,  ilritisliColiniihia, 

'■''"''""•■  in  rai>a<-ity(»l'iiuntMr.  T(»  t  lie  bcsl  oihis  knowlcd;;*' and 

7ii|i.  1  o.rii  liik.ii  IV    belief  al»(>ut  s('\ en  «>f  CNt'iy  tt'U   seals  killed  in    pelayi(5 

sealing'  are  females,     'I'liat.  in  pelaj^ie  sealing  twiee  as 


iiiiti 


Wast.'  (.1  liif.        many  seals  aie  lost  as  arc  captuied. 

VV.   1\  tlUIFl'TU. 

Sworn  and  subseribe<l  before  me  tliis  I8tli  day  of  May,  l.SDL*. 

[SEAL.J  (J II AS.    II.    ISIIAM, 

Deputy  VUtk,  United  iSlales  Dist.  Vuurt  of  Alaska. 


JMjxisition  of  E.  llofntad,  .sealer  and  mate  of  sehooner  Clara. 

PEI-A(Jl(J   SKAi.INU. 

K.  Ilofstatl,  beiny  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  1   reside  at  Sitka 

]\Iy  ]>resent  <K'cu|>a(ion  is  that  of  a  seal  liniitt'i'.     Am 

Kxp.ii.  111.'.  ^^^  present  mate  »»f  the  sealing  sehooner  r/(uv/,  of  Sitka. 

Have  liuutcd  seal  in  the  ^'orlh  Paeilie  Oeean  lor  the  ])ast  three,  years. 

Have  seen  and  talcen   the  iirst  seal  oil  the  west  e<»ast 

jii„,..,,j„„  of  V'aneonver  Island  in  April.     Tin',  seals  then  are  on 

the  advance  up  tiii^  coast.     1  now  use  siiotyuu  exclu- 

ely  lor  taking  seal.     1  think  that  <»(»  i»er  cent  »)f  tln^  seal  shot  with 

shotguns  are  h»st.     ^Vhen  rilles  are,  use«l  a  still  larger 

MoHt  all  |ir.-riaiit  per   ceiit  is  lost.     Most   all   seals   takiui  are  lemales 

'■'•"'"'*^*-  with  young,     i  think  the  females  sleep   more  on  the 

water  and  are'Iess  active  and  are  more  easily  taken  than 

the  male.     A  few  male  seal  are  taken.     1  W(»uld  say  they  are  generally 

;>  or  4  years  old.     A  few  yearlings  ai'«^  killed,  mostly  temales.     About 

live  bull  seal  are  killed  out  of  every  hundred  taken.     The.  sex  of  seal 


siv 


ill 


1)<(  riiisc 


can  not  be  distinguished  in  the  water  unless  it  be  an 
iiiais.iii.uiiai.  kill-  ,,|,|  |[,„i|_     >^',,  discrimination   is  used  in  taking  seal; 

everything  that  conn's  neai' tlu^  boat  is  killed.  When 
seal  aie  killed  dead  they  sink  very  cpiick,  especially  if  kille<l  when  they 
liist  put  tlu'ir  head  above  water,  as  they  <1o  not  have  a  chance  to  t-sike 
breath.     Most  all  seal  are  shot  in  the  head  when  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 

Seals  have  decreased  very  last  the  last  threes  years. 

The  decrease  is  caused,  I  think,  by  the  in<liseriminate 

killing  of  seals  in  the  water.  Nave  never  known  a  i»np 
N..,...ia;:i.i.iiius.     ^^^  ^^  j^^^^.j^  ji^  jii^  water  or  anywhere  else  on  the  coast 

11,1  iKii  haul  miti.n  of  Alaska.  Have  never  kn(»wn  fur-seal  to  haul  out  on 
'""'  the  land  anywiu're  on    the   coast  of  Alaska.     Have 

never  been  in  iJering  Sea.     1  think  that  tlieoidy  way  the  seal  can  ever 

become  plenty  again  is  to  stop  all  pelagic  sealing  in 

licring  Sea. 

E.    Hoi'STAD. 


rrolritiiiii. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  d.ay  of  April,  IStlii. 

A.  W.  Lavkndkk, 
United  iStatcfi  Treasury  Ayent 
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Deposition  of  rercy  Kahiktdai/,  .scaler. 
PELAOIO   SEALINO. 

Percy  Kahiktday,  bcin;j;  <l'>l.y  sworn, deposes  and  says:  Am  IS  years 
ol<l:  was  born  at  ami  reside  III  Sitka.  Have  hunted  seal 
every  summer  since  1  was  a  small  boy.  Have  never  been 
to  r.eriiiy  Sea.  The  seals  first  make  tlieir  ai>peaiaiice 
al»out  the  middle  of  April  olf  Sitka  Sound,  and  dis- 
appear about  .luly  1.  Tluiy  an*  then  on  their  way  up 
the  coast.  TIk^  spear  and  arrow  was  us«mI  to  take  seal  when  l  was  a 
boy,  but  now  1  us(^  the  shot;;uii  and  riHe.  At  least  oO  jier  cent  an^  lost 
when  shot  with  shotjiun.  AVheii  rille  is  used  a  larj^er  pr()portion  of  seal 
arc  lost.  Most  of  the  seal  I  havt!  taken  have  bei^i 
preiiiiant  cows 

sleep  more,  are  less  active  in  the  water,  and  mori;  easily 
approached  than  tlu^  male  seal.  IJiit  a  very  few  young  male  seal  are 
taken  by  me  along  the  coast.  If  a  seal  is  killed  when  its  head  tirst  comes 
above  water,  it  sinks  at  once.  Under  tli(>se  conditions  they  are  hard 
to  secure.  Seal  are  always  shot  in  the  In-ad  when  ]>ossible,  but  never 
miss  a  shot  at  thi'in  if  only  a  small  jiart  of  the  body  is  exposed.  Have 
noticed  that  seal  are  decreasing  very  fast  the  last  few 
years  ahuig  the  coast,  caused,  I  think,  by  ]»elagic  hunt- 
ing. Have  never  known  of  a  fur-seal  pup  being  born 
ill  the  water,  or  along  this  coast.  Have  never  known 
a  fur-seal  tohaul  upon  the  landany  wliere  on  the  Alaskan  i><>  not  haul  up  mi 
<!oast.  Think  the  sealsaremostall  killed  by  the  pelagic  """*' 
seal  hunters  in  the  waters  of  the  North  I'acilu;  Ocean,  so  far  from  thcs 
land  that  the  Indian  hunters  have  no  chance  to  get  any  in  canoes,  as 
he  only  goes  a  sliort  distance  from  the  shore.  And  unless  this  pelagic 
hunting  is  stopped  in   the  North    I'acilic  Octcaii  and  . 

liering  Sea  the  seal  will  soon  all  be  gone,  and  the  Indian 
hunters  will  have  to  dig  clams  in  order  to  keej)  from  starving. 

lii,s 


OocroaHo. 


ISo  polaKic  birlli. 


Percy  -f  Kauiktday 


Wit 


iiess 


to  his  mark 


murk. 


GEOIHiE  Kastkomettnoff, 

United  tStales  (Jourt  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  bcfor*^  me  this  !>tli  day  of  April,  1802. 

A.   \V.    l.AVENPEK, 

United  tStates  Treasurt)  Aijvnt. 


Ihpoxiiiou  of  I'liiliit   h'ii.slirnirol)\  siahy. 
I'ELAti  IC   «E ALINO .— MIG  RATION. 

Philip  KaslievaroH",  being  duly  sworn,  d«'p(»se.s  and  says:    Am   17 
years  old;  born  at  and  reside  in  Sitka.     Am  by  occupation  a  mariner. 
The  last  year  I   spent   liiinting  seal  on  the  scliooiu'r 
Allie  Alger.     First  seal  wi-re  seen  off  Sitka   Sound  in     km" n<""i. 
May  by  me.    \Ve  followed  the  seals  as  far  as  Saiuj  Point 
on  linger  Island.    The  shotgun  was  used  .altogether  for  taking  seal. 
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Aliout  11nv«'  s«'al  are  siMincd  (tut  of  every  ten  sliot. 
ftm'K"*'  ^"'^"•■"'•^  The  majority  of  seal  are  cows  witli  jdip.     A  few  males 
are  taken,  about  four  or  five  years  old.     In  the  winter 
time  some  yonnji'  seal  freciuent  tluf  inside  i>assaf;e.     Tlie  sex  of  the  seal 
,  .„.     cannot  be  told  in  the  water  unless  in  the  ease  ot*  an 
old  bull,  which  is  told  by  its  siz*'.    We  use  no  discrimi- 
nation in  shootin;;'  seal.     Everything  is  killed  that  comes  near  the  b(»at 
regardless  of  sex.    If  a  seal  is  shot  and  killed  instantly  he  will  sink 
very  (|uick.     J  think  the  seal  are  about  as  i>lentifnl 
i).<ivi.«c.  along  this  coast,  but  much  more  scarce  farther  w<'st. 

The  cause  of  this  scarcity  is  too  much   i»elagic  hunting.     >.'ever  have 
No  ixiiiKic  hiitii.      seen  or  heard  of  jtups  being  born  in  the  water  or  on 
1)0  not  luiui  up  on   the  coast  outside  of  tlu^  I'ribilof  Islands.     IJave  never 
''*'"'■  heard  of  fur-seal  hauling  up  on  the  land  or  on  the  coast 

clsewhen'  than  on  the  I'ribilof  Jslauds.  J^ast  year  I  was  not  in  Jieving 
Sea,  but  was  on  the  liussian  side.  Have  taken  cow  seals  full  of  milk 
'M  miles  from  Copjter  Islands.  Did  not  see  any  big  bulls  on  Attn  Is- 
lands. 1  think  if  sealing  in  Jiering  Sea  was  stopjied 
and  the  indiscriminate  killing  of  cows  was  stopited,  seal 
would  again  become  ]»lentiful  along  the  coast.  When  1  was  with  the 
liussian  f  )omj)any  ^  s]>ent  six  years  looking  for  rookeries,  but  was  unable 
to  find  any  ]»lace  where  fur-seal  hauled  out  elsewhere  than  on  the 
Pribilof  Islands. 

Philip  Kasiievakoff. 

•Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nie  tins  llth  day  of  Ai)ril.  l.'^IH*. 

A.  \V.  Lavem)i;i{, 
United  -Stutcs  Treasury  Agent. 


I'rotuction. 


K;!  I 


Deposition  of  Mike  Kctfnisdiicl-,  scaler. 


PELAGIC   SEALING. 


Mike  Ivethusdiick,  being  duly  sworn,  ilei)i)ses  and  says:  Am  50  years 
old;  was  born  at  and  resicb' in  Sitka;  am  by  occupation 
a  hunter:  have  hunted  seals  every  season  since  I  was 
a  small  Itoy:  have  fust  seen  seal  olf  Sitka  Sound  al)(»ut 
April  l."">.  Theyall  disapi»earby  thelastof^Iune.  Wlieii 
J  first  began  hunting,  spears  and  arrows  were  use<l 
for  sealing.  Now  the  shotgun  has  come  into  general  use,  and  a  few 
seals  are  taken  with  a  ritle.  Fully  one  half  the  seal  shot  with  shot- 
guns are  lost,  and  a  much  larger  pro]»ortion  when  the 
ritle  is  used.  iS'one  were  lost  when  struck  with  a  spear. 
Most  of  the  seals  taken  by  me  were  femah's  with  pup; 
think  tlie  female  is  more  gentle  ami  more  easily  taken;  have  taken  a 
few  male  seal  from  one  to  four  ye^irs  old.  A  very  few  yearlings  have 
been  killed  by  me,  mostly  females.  The  s«'x  of  the  seal  j-an  not  be  dis- 
tinguished in  the  water.  Everything  is  shot  that  comes 
near  the  boat,  regar«l!ess  of  sex.  Seal  have  decreased 
very  rajtidly  along  this  <'oast  in  the  last  three  or  four  yejiis.  The  de- 
crease is  caused,  I  think,  by  schooners  using  shotguns  and  rifles  and 
killing  mostiv  female  seals;    have  lu'ver  known  anv 


Exporiiiiico. 


Jli  ■'ration. 


M  ;i  i  mi  I  v  pii'f; 
li:inl  I'l'iiiali's. 


Di'crcnsi'. 


Ku  pulagic  bii'tli. 


l»ups  to  be  born  in  the  water  (»r  on  the  coast  ol"  Alaska: 
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L'H  shot. 
w  iiiaU's 
;  wiuU'r 
the  si'iil 
se  of*  ail 
liscviiiii- 
tlio  boat 
•ill  sink 
>k'iititul 
icr  west, 
er  have 
or  or  on 
ro  never 
the  coast 
II  Jieviiij;- 

I  of  mil  If 
Attn  Is- 
stopped 

iped,  seal 
with  the 
isiinahle 

II  on  the 

VROFF. 

Ay  cut. 


nt)  years 
[eui)ation 
ice  I  was 
111(1  about 
When 
[ere  used 
nd  a.  IcAv 
■ith  shot- 
Ivheii  the 
]}  a  spear, 
ith  pup; 
taken  a 
■njis  have 
lot  be  (lis- 
liat  comes 
lecreased 
The  de- 
[ities  and 
lowii  any 
Alaska: 


have  never  known    any  fur-seal   to  haul  out  on  the  ,   ,        ,    , 

hmd  on  the  <'oast  ot  Alaska;  have  heard  that  they  <lo  „„t  „„  AiasUau 

haul  out  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.     If  itela,i;ic  seal  hunt-  «••""'• 

iiifi"  was  stopped  in  the  waters  of  the  I'aci  tic  Ocean  and  i'i..i.iiiiiic)ii. 
Bering  Sea,  seal  would  become  plentiful  once  more. 

lli.s 

MlKi:   X    KinilLSDUCK. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

George  Kastrometinoff, 

United  /States  Court  fiilerprcter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  iik^  this  8tli  day  of  April,  1X02. 

A.  VV.  Lavendi  R, 
United  IStaten  Treaxurij  Aycnt. 


Kxiiuiifiico. 


riidisciiniinato  kill- 


Xo  iH-lagii;  birth. 


On  not  liaiil  up  i)U 
laiHl. 


Deposition  of  Charlie  Klananevl-,  scaler. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Charlie  Klananeek,  beiu{«-  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born 
at  Sitka,  and  am  now  a  very  old  man.  Have  lived 
at  Wrangel  twenty  years;  hav(^  been  a  hunter  all 
my  life.  A  h>ii<>-  time  ajjo  I  hunted  seal  with  a  spear, 
but  of  late  years  have  us«'d  the  shotyun.  When  seal 
were  struck  with  a  spear  none  were  lost;  a  j^ieat  many 
are  lost  when  the  shotfiun  is  used.  Hunters  always 
kill  all  seal  that  come  near  the  boat,  re>;aidless  of  se.v. 
Seal  are  becomiiiji-  very  scarce  on  the  C(»ast.  The  rea-  Decrease. 
son  they  are  becomiiift-  so  scarce  is  that  hunters  shoot 
them  with  guns,  and  kill  cows  with  puj).  Have  never 
known  of  fur-seal  pups  being  born  in  the  water  or  on 
the  coast  of  Alaska  around  hei-e.  Have  never  seen 
any  fur-.seal  hauled  out  on  the  land  in  any  part  ot 
Alaska.  I  think  the  seal  are  hunted  so  iiincli  by 
schooners  that  they  have  no  chance  t(t  yet  their  food  ,.  ,  ,,.  „ 
or  anything  else,  and  uidess  tins  is  stopjied  seal  will 
soon  all  be  gone,  and  none  will  be  left  for  the  Indians. 

his 

Charlie  x  Klananeck. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter, 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Oth  day  ol"  May.  1S02. 

A.  W.  liAVKNDER, 

United  States  Treasury  Ayent. 


Deposition  of  John  Koivineet,  scaler. 

PEL  AGIO   STEALING. 

John  Kowineet,  being   duly  sworn,  depo.ses  and   says:  Am  48  years 
old;  born  at  and  reside  in  Sitka;  occupation,  a  liiiiiter.    , 
Have  hunted  seals  every  season  since  I  can  remember.    "''""'^^"'^''' 


!;■ 


2G4 


TESTIMONY 


Migrnllon. 


MoHt  all  kill 
iiiiiit  I'i'iiiali'H. 


il  pri'i:- 


liiillscrlniiiiatn  kill 


Firstsecii  ami  taken  seal  oil"  Sifka  Sound ;  about  tlie  mid- 
dle, <>fAinil  oacli  year  tlieyniiike  tln'irapiK'aranco.  Tliey 
are  tlieii  workiii;;'  nortliwanl  ami  westward.     In  early 
days  I   usimI  spear  altofjiitlier.    Of  late  years  the    slioty;nn  and  litle 
liave  IxM'ii   used  exclusively.     About  <»()  per  cent  of  the  seal  ai'e  lost 
wlu'u  shot  witii   shol<jun.     When  rilles  are  used  a  niueli  laifter  jjfopor- 
tion  is  lost.     Most  all  seal  killed  by  nu^liave  been  cows 
with  pups.     Think  cows  areuuu'h  ni<)re  plentiful  on  the 
coast;  sleep  nioic  and  are  more  easily  captured  than 
the  male  seal.     Nave  not  killed  a  bidl  seal  for  three 
years.     1   have  tak<Mi  a  few  yearlinjfs,  mostly  fenuiles. 
1  always  kill  every  seal   that  comes  near  the  boat; 
hunters  use  no  discrimination.     If  seal  ar(^  shot  dead,  they  sink  atoin'C 
and  it  is  hard  to  secure  them.     Seal  are  shot  in  the  head  when  it  is 
l»ossible  to  do  so.     Have  noticiod  that  s(^al  are  decrreas- 
injn'  veiy  fast  the  last  few  years.     I  thiidc  the  cause  of 
the  <leerease  is  tiiat  there  are  too  many  s<rhooners  hunt- 
in  jj;  seal  ill  IJi'iiiiju'Seaaiid  ah)n{t- the  North  Pacificcoast. 
llavii  never  known  any  pups  to  be  born  in  the  water, 
oranywheres  else  on  tiie  coast,  but  have  heard  that  they 
are  born  on  the  Pribilof  Islandsand  nowhere  else.    Have 
(.past.""*''""'"''""  I't'vei-  known  any  seal  to  haul  up  on  land  or  on  the 
coast  of  Alaska,  luit  have  heard   that  they  haul  up  on 
the  Pribilof  Islands.     1  tliink  if  all  vessels  were  8toi)ped 
from  huntiiifi'  seal  in  IJering  Sea  ami  the  raciflc  Ocean, 
the  seal  would  again  become  plentiful.  ' 

Ilia 
JOUN   X  KOWINEET. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark. 

Geouok  Kastromktinoff, 

United  St  (it  as  (Joiirt  Interpreter. 

Subsciibed  and  sworn  to  before  nui  this  9th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  Staten  Treasury  Agent. 


Douruaso. 


No  pelagiii  birth. 


]*r<it<!cti(m. 


Deposition  of  George  Lacheel;  sealer. 


KxpiM-ii'iico. 


Migration. 


PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Geor}i:e  Laeliook,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am  40  years 
of  age;  born  at  and  live  in  Sitka.  Am  by  occupation 
seal  hunter  in  summer  and  deer  hunter  in  winter. 
Have  hunt<'d  seal  every  season  since  a  small  boy.  Have 
always  hunted  otf  Sitka  Sound.  The  seal  generally 
make  their  apijcarance  about  Ajunl  15  of  each  year. 
They  are  then  advancing  up  tlu^  coast  and  disappear  entirely  about 
.Inly  1.  in  early  days  spear  and  arrow  was  used  exclusively,  but  uow 
the  shotgun  and  ritle  iwv  used  instead.  Ab(mt  oO  per  (!ent  of  the  seals 
are  lost  when  slutt  with  shotguns;  a  much  larger  per  cent  are  lost 
when  shot  with  a  ritle.  Most  all  seals  that  1  have 
iKmtlvlimh's.'''"'"^'^''  takcu  wcvc  COWS  with  pup.  Think  <'ows  are  less  active 
ami  require  mor<'  sleep  than  the  young  male  seal.  A 
few  male  seal  have  been  tak*iu  by  me  from  cue  to  four  years  old. 
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Nil  |irliigi<'  liiilli. 


riavo  never  IdllcA  but  \'v\v  <»1<1  ImiIIs  in  my  lit*'.    TIu'  only  seal  tliat  ean 

be  ilistin^iiisiieil  in  tlu>  Wiiter  Is  the  old  bull,  wliicli  can  be  t<»ld  by  its 

size.     Everytliii't;  in  slia|>e  of  seal  that  conies  near  tin'  boat  art'  kille<l 

if  possible,  n'j-ardless  of  sex.     Seal,  wiien  instantly  killed,  will  always 

isink  <]ui(;k.     1  always  shoot  seal  in  the  iH-ad  when  possil)lr.     Seal  are 

iHit  nearly  as  itlcntifnl  as  in  foimer  v»'ars:  liavc  noticed 

the  decrease  in  tin'  last  three  or  four  years,     Tliink 

the   t-ause   of  the  deeieasc    is  the  ^reat  number  of  schooneis  sealiu}^ 

in  the  North    Paeitie  Ocean    and    IJerin;;'  Sea.     Have 

ucver  heaid  of  jtujjs  bciiiin- boiii  in  the  watei-  or  on  tlu^ 

land  alou";  the  const  of  Alaska.     Have  never  known  of     ,,  ,     ■       . 

tur  seals    hau!in<4'    up   on  the   land   on   the   coast    ol   ijimi  up  <>ii  tii<'  vias. 

Alaska,  but  have  heard  tliat  they  haul  up  ou  the  I'ribi-   '^"""""'' 

lof  Islands.     I  think  if  s<-hooners   wen*  pndiibited  from  sea]in}>' in  the 

oi)eii   waters   of    iJcrinfi'  Sea    and   the   North    Pacilic      ].  „,,.,.,  „ 

Ocean,  seal  would  ayain   become  plentiful  alon;i'  this 

coast. 

llJH 

Geokck   X  Laciikek. 

mark. 
G KOIJCK   K ASTROMETI^M n  r, 

I'tiitrd  Stdtt'H  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Stli  day  of  A]>ril,  1S02. 

A.    VV.    liAVKNOKIt, 

United  tStnlcH  Treasury  Agent. 


Beposition   of    Capt.  A. 


W.   Lavender,  speeial    Treasury  agent  on  St. 
(jeorge  Island. 


years 
>iitiou 
inter. 
Have 
I'rally 
year, 
about 
t  now 
seals 

lost 
I  have 
Jictive 
11.    A 

old. 


rELAGIO  XEAT.ING. 

Personally  ai)peared  befon^  m<',  <'apt.  A.  \V.  Lavender,  who beinj;' duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says:   I  am  4!)  years  of  a.i-e,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  a  resident  of  Scotland,  South  Dakota.     1 
jmi  now,  and  nave  been  tor  two  years  past,  employed 
as  special  aj^ent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  assij^iied  to  duty  as  aoent 
in  charge  of  St.  (leorgc^  Islaiul.     While  in  llnalaska  in  Septcnd)er,  1S!)1, 
awaiting  transportation  to  San  Francisco,  1  had  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine ])ersonallv  the  seal  i-atcli  of  the  steam-sloop  ('hal-      „,  „ 
lengc,  which  had  been  warned  out  or  the  sea,  and  was 
undergoing  re]Kiirs  at  the  liaibor  named.     The  catch      ,.,,j,.,j    j„    jjt.ring 
amounted  to  172  skins,  which  were  all  taken  in  JJering  s<a. 
Sea  at  various  distances  from  the  seal  islands,  and  of 
this  numlHT  only  thice  were  tlmse  of  male  seals,  one     '•''"'""  "'•'''■   "•"^'is 

/•    .1  1      ■  1  I    1       11  I     it  J I  4.  1      •  out  ()l  iiciitch  ot   17li. 

ot  these  being  an  old  bull,  aiul  the  other  two  being 
younger  males. 

A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  June,  1892. 
[seal.]  C.  L.  Moopku, 

Notary  rubiic,  Oistriet  of  AlasJca. 


T 


III 


i 


lof? 


TKSriMONY 

Dcpimtiou  of  iicoyijv  McAfpiiu.,  Hcttlcr  {boot  stvcrcr), 
ri:LA<ii('  si;Ai.i.\(i. 


Cioor;;*' >r<'Alpiin',  lK'iii<;-  duly  sworn,  dopost's  iiiid  siiys:  I  reside  at 

(luiK'iiii.     Spt'iil  tlu'  last  season  mi  thv  Allic  I.  Ah/tr,  linntin;^'  si'al,  as 

boat  sleei'er.     l"'iist  s<'al  were  taken  olV  ('a|)e  Mattery 

Kxiiiii.iic  .  abont  tlu'  middle  ol"  T'ehinary.     We  lollowe<l  tlieni  up 

tliee<»ast  as  fa r  as  Mom nt  I'ldj^et  nnd»e.     Tlielastof  April 

we  went  into  Silka.  and  had  taken  lOL'  seals.     The  sliotynn  was  us«'d 

ex('lusi\ely.     Over  .">(>  per  eeiil  ol' tlii^   seal  shot  were. 

n»&1!i,  plS"'"  "■    '<»«'•     ^^'•'•^'  <•*'  ""'  •'*•'!•'  ^"1^''"  ^^■«'>''  •'•'•>ii"l«''^  with  pni>. 

A  lew  male  seal  wei<^  killed,  a^^cs  ranjii'in};'  from  1  to 
5  years.     One  old  hidl  wa.s  taken.     JOveiythin;;  was  killed  that  eaiiiu 

near  the  boat;  we  did  not  nsc  any  diseiiniination. 
^  |^i..ii.sriinm.ai.kiii    ^^^^^^.  ^,..,|  ^^.j,|,  j,„p  ^^.jn  ,|„.,j  li»hler  t'liau  a  malo  wlu'ii 

killed.     Never  knew  of  pnps  beinj;-  born  in  the  water 

No ,...i„j;ir  birth.       „of  juiywliere  else.     Never  knew  any  fur-seal  to  haul 

i)|.  net  haul  up  on   ,ip  ,,i,  the  land  alonj."  the  coast  of  Alaska.     1  think  all 

pelagic  sealinj^-  should  Ix^  stopped   for  a  lew  years  in 

rrotr.iioii.  ordej'  to  uive  tlie  seals  a  rest,  foi-  they  are  now  hunted 

eiyht  ntoidhs  in  a  year,  antl  if  we  expect  them   to  increase  aj;ain,  wo 

must  stop  hunting-  them  in  IJeriny  Seu  and  the  ^icnth  Pacitit^  Ocean. 

(t.  MrAl.iMNK. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1  Itli  day  of  A])ril,  \Si)'2. 

A.  W.  Lavkndku,' 
United  iStdti'H  Trcuminj  Aijcnt. 


,f 


!r 


Deposition  of  J.  />.  MeDoiitdtl,  sealer  [master). 

PELAGIO   SKALINa. 

J.  D.  McDonald,  beiiij;'  didy  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  reside  at 
Sitka.    Own  and  <'oniiMand  the  sealinji  schooiuM' yl//rrH- 
*'**"'"""'"'  ture.     Am  by  (tcciipation  a  ndner  and  liuidcr.     Have 

been  enjjaf^ed  in  sealinf>'  tw»»  years.     Have  hunted  from  San  Francisco 
to  Kodiak.    First  start  to  hunt  about  tlu^  last  of  March.    They  arii  con- 
stantlv  on  the  move  ui)  the  coasr.     Have  always  used 
Migrrition.  ^,1^.  shot-iin  for  sealinji-.     1  think  we  lose  about  (>(i  jter 

cent  of  the  seals  shot  with  sholnuns.     Most  of  the  seals  taken  by  me 
have  been   feinales  with  i)tip.     The   female  steals  are 
iVimXsLkVu";  easier  killed  than  the  male,  and  we  aim  to  jiet  them. 

A  few  yearlin-js  have  been  kille<l  by  me,  mostly  fenndes. 
The  sex  can  not  be  «'istin};uished  in  the  water  unless  it  be  the  case  of 
an  old  bull,  which  is  distinj;iiisheil  by  its  size.  Everythinj;'  is  killed  iii 
the  shape  of  a  seal  that  comes  near  the  boat.  We  al- 
ways shoot  seal  in  the  head  when  possible.  If  head  is 
not  ex]M»scd,  we  shoot  them  in  the  most  expos«'d  part 
When  a  seal  is  killed  instantly,  he  will  sink  at  once, 
ami  is  hard  to  secure  under  tlu)se  eoiiditious.  Have 
noticed  a  decrease  in  seal  alon;>-  the  coast,  and  it  is  the 


Iiidiscriuiiiint*!  kill- 
ing. 

of  their  body. 

Docri'anc. 


general  opinion  that  they  are  decreasing'  very  fast.    There  can  be  but 
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Olio  ronsoii  for  tlu>  <1(>(-rciis(>,  aiid  tliat  is  tliry  nn^  liiintnl  too  iinicli  in  tin* 

open  waters.    Have  iicvt-r  known  |mi|)s  tolx' born  in  the 

water  or  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  or  on  the  islainls  ml-      Ni>i"|'k'' I'iiH'- 

ja(!ent  thereto,  ami  I  liavc  spent  o  years  on  (he  coast  of 

Ahiska.     Have  never  known  or  hl-ard  of  seal  haiiliiifr  ,,„V", ""'  '"'"'  "'' "" 

up  on  tlie  ishiiids  or  main  coast  of  Ahiska,  otlu'i    than 

on  the  l'rihih)f  islands.     Have  seen  a  few  piijis  in  (lor«lova  Hay  hite  in 

J)eeeiiiber,  wiu'relliey  were  driven  i»y  stronf;  sontiieast  i^ah's  prevailin;;' 

on  tlie  coast,  at  that  time.     Tliink  if  all  pelayic  sealing: 

was  stopped  tin' seal  would  become  |»lentiiiil  a;;ain.     If      ''"''""""• 

tln^y  keep  on  hunting'-  them  they  will  s<ton  be  exleniiiiiated. 

.1.  1).  McDoxArD. 
AVitiiess: 

A.  W.  Lavkndku. 

Siibscribud  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  <lay  of  April,  IS92. 

A.   \\  .  liAVKMH;i{, 

United  tStntvH  Tnamtty  Agent. 


Dejyositiou  of  James  }feKeen,  Healer  {master). 

IMOI-AGU!   SKALING. 

Jninos  McKeen,  beiiij^"  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at 
tSitka  and  am  by  oc{'U])ation  a  seaman  and  seal  hunter. 
Have  been  engaj;ed  in  cateliinj;'  seals  the  last  liv(^  years,      i'"i"""»< • 
most  of  the  time  as  captain  of  a  schooner.     Have  seen  and  taken  the 
first  seal  otf  ("ape  Flattery.     When  seal  are  taken  olf 
Cape  Flattery,  Indian  hunters   were  emi)loye(l,   who      '  ■«■••'» ""n- 
used  spears.     Farther  west,  the  shot<;uii  was  us»m1.     No  seal  are  lost 
that  are  struck  with  spi^ais.     With  a  shotgun  about  o()  per  cent  are 


lost.  About  all  the  seal  taken  are  females  with  youn„. 
Very  ['aw  yoiiiij^  male  seal  ar(^  seen  on  the  coast.  A  few 
yearlings  are  eauj;>iit,  mostly  Cemales.  Sex  of  seal  can 
not  be  told  in  the  water.  We  use  no  discrimination 
and  kill  all  seal  that  come  near  the  boat.  Seal  are  not. 
shot  in  .'iiiy  ]»articular  place;  shoot  them  in  the  head 
if  possible,  if  not,  in  the  body.  Seal  are  not  as  jilenti- 
ful  oil  the  coast  as  formerlv.     Have  noticed  the  decrease  in  the  last 


Mostly  I'uiiiiile.s  w  itii 
,viiiiii<;  tiiUtMi. 

ludiijui'iiiiiutito  k'xW- 


DecifaHd. 


No  pclii;;!!'  Iiiitli 


Do  not  haul  ii|i  <  t. 


once 


three  years;  caused,  I  think,  by  the  indiscriminate  kill- 

iiij;'  of  female  seal.     Have  never  known  any  jjiips  to  be 

born  in  the  water,  or  elsewhere  outside  of  tin;  Tribilof 

Islands.     Have  never  known  any  fur  seal  to  haul  up  on  <"iwt 

the  coast  anywhere,  outside  of  the  J'ribilof  Islands.     J 

think  that  all  pelagic  seal  huntingin  JJeiingSea  should     I'lotv.iioii. 

be  stopped,  or  the  seal  will  soon  become  exterminated. 

Jame«  ]\I('Ki:i;x. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  me  this  0th  day  of  April.  18i>2. 

A.    W.    liAVKNDKK, 

United  tStales  ISjteeiul  Atjent, 


'^^i'■ 
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Dcpofiition  «/  Martin  Shtf/ntf,  nralcr. 

TELAGIG   SKALING. 

Maitiu  Siiiffiiy,  iK'iii;;  duly  sworn,  deposes  niul  siiys:  Am  about  flS 
„.  •,.,  ,,,^  years  old.     Uoin  at  and  reside  in  SitUa  and  am  by  o('(;u- 

'"'"""""  i>ation  a  liiinter.     Have  ]ninte<l  seal  eveiy  summer  an<l 

deer  every  winter  since.  I  was  a  small  boy.  Have  never  lieeii  in  IJeriuf; 
Sea.      Have  hunted  seal  oil'  Sitka  S(mnd,  where  tliey  lirst  make  their 

,,.     ..  apnearanre  about  April  ir>,  and  remain  in  greater  or  less 

11  I  ('I'll  t  loll 

niunbers  till  the  lastof.lune.     in  eailydays  I  used  the 

spear,  but  intw  I  use  the  shut;iun  and  rifle  <'\elusively.     When  I  used 

u  siiear  n(»ne  wore  lost  that  were  struck.     When  shot;>'un  is  n^'d  nt'arly 

oO  per  cent  are  lost;  when  rille  is  usimI  a  still  lar;;er  pereentajie  is  lost. 

The  last  three  years  abntit  hall'  the  seals  I  have  killed 

were  females  with  i»up.    A  tew  male  seals  and  yearlin;is 

have  been  killed  by  nui.    Have  killed  but  lour  laij-e  bulls 

in  the  last  Ibui-  y(Mrs.     I  can  ni»t  tell  the  s«'x  of  a  seal 

in  th(!  water,  i»ut  shoot  everythiufj  that  eonu's  near  the 

bojit  in  shape  of  a   seal.     Seal   \n\\v  become  very  scarce  the  last   few 

,    .  ,.   ,        years.     Too  many  whit«!  men  are  en"'a<''e(l   in   killini' 

seal,     xsever  known  or  heard  or  pupsbeiny  boi-n  in  the 

water,  but  have  heard   of  them  beinj;  born  on   the  I'rihilof  Islands. 

Never  knew  of  any  fur  seals  to  haul  up  on  the  land 

AiasU'nVnas'i'.  "'' ''"   iihui^' the  coast  of\\laska.     I  think  that  if  s<-honners 

weie  stopped  from  sealing'  in  Ueiinj^'  Sea  and  tl'ie  N(uth 

Tacitic  (Jeeiiu  seal  would  again  become  jilentiful. 

MAKTIN  X   SiNGAY. 

uiai'k. 

Witness  to  liis  maik: 

Ge< >uge  Kastkgmktinoff, 

United  tUtatcs  (Jourt  Inierprcier. 

Subsciribed  and  sworn  to  before  mc  this  9th  day  of  April,  1S03. 

A.  W.  Lavkndku, 
United  tStiites  Trcasmy  Agent. 


Uair    t'l'  iiiili'H   w  iili 
|iii|i  killi'il. 

Iiiilisrrliiiiiiatc  liill- 


Protection. 


Dcpofiitiou  of  Javlc  Sifl:a,  sealer. 
PELAGIC   SEALING — EMIGRATION. 

Jack  Sitka,  beiuff  duly  sworn,  de])oses  and  says:  Am  50  years  old* 
AViis  born  and  reside  in  Sitka.  Am  a  hunter  by  occupation.  Ilavo 
hunti'd  seal  every  season  since  1  was  a  boy.  Seal  lirst  make  their 
appearance  about  April  lo  off  Sitka  Sound,  and  disa]>pear  ab(nit  July 

1.     When  1  was  a  boy  the  spear  and  arrow  was  used 

Kx|..ii.-m-«.  ^.^^^  sealinji',  but  now  the  sliotfjun  and  ritle  are  used 

exclusively.    No  seal  were  lost  when  struck  witli  s])ear  or  arrow.     Fully 

50  i)er  cent  of  seal  shot  with  shotgun  are  lost  and  a-  nuich  larger  per 

eent  are  lost  when  shot  with  a  rille.  ]\Iost  of  tlie  seals 
fimau'PkiiUMr""''''*  taken  are  cows  with  young.    I  thiidc  they  are  taken 

because  they  are  more  tame  .and  less  active  and  more 
easily  approached.     A  lew  male  seal  are  taken,  their  ages  being  from 
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ono  to  fonr  years,    A  I'rw  yearling's  are  taken.    A  very  few  old  hulls  have 

ever  hfcn  taken  l>v  nie;  the  last    thieo  or   four  Nears 

have  takrn  l.nt  three  <»ld   hulls.     Iluntrrs  us«.  n<i  dis-   ^^  >>"ii''«ni"in'>tekiii. 

eriniination,    itnt    shoot   4'verytliiii;;'  that  comes    n*-ar 

them.     'I'licir  sex  eaii  not  be  told   unless  j;,  the  rasf  of  an   old  hull, 

which    is    distin^iiiisliahle    by   its    si/.<'.     Wlicii   s«'al  are   shut  as  soon 

as  they  put  their  heads   above  water,  thry   sink    immediately  and  are 

hard   to   secme.     Always  shoot  seal   in    the   lu'ad  when  possihlc.     If 

not  possible  to  shoot  them  in  the  head,  then  [  shoot   them    in   the  most 

exjMised  part  of  theii' bodies.     Have  noticed  a  lar^^ede-      .,.,.,.„,. 

<'reasc  in  seal  the  last  three  years,  caused  1  think,  by 

pela;;ic  sealin^i'  in    Heiinj;-  Sea  and   the  Noith    I'acitic  Ocean.     Have 

never  known  pups  to  be  born  in  tin' wateror  an\  where      .       i       ,    .. 

else  (Ml  the  coast.     Never  known  lui'seals  to  liani  np<»n      i>..  ii..i  haul  up  on 

the  land.     Have  heard   that  they  do  haul  np  oji  the    ''""' 

I'ribilof  Islands.     I  think  the  schooners  should  be  pro 

hibited  from  sealing- in  the  Xorth   Pacilic  Oci-an  and      '""'""i"" 

ih'iiii;;  Sea.     If  that  was  done,  seal  would  become  plentiful  alo>i<;  tlm 

coast. 

llJM 

Jack   x  Sitka. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  nnirk: 

(iEOU<iK    KAsri{(»METIN<»FF, 

I'liitcil  Stiths  Court  Intcrinrtcr. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  lue  this  Sth  day  of  A]uil,  1S()2. 

A.    W  .    LAVKMtKR, 

U)ilt('<l  SttitiN  Tnttsury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Mivhiui  TlilhilKlat/iKililcce,  svahr. 

PELAGIC   SEAI-ING. 

Michael  Thlkahdaynahkee,  beinji'  didy  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am 
alxMit  (10  years  old;  born  at  and   live  in  Sitka.     Ha\e 
been  a  seal  hnnti'r  all  my  life.     Have  first  seen  and      '•:M"'i.iiie. 
killed  seal  otl'  Sitka  Sound  about   April   1.'),  and  dis- 
appear entirely  about  July   1.     When  I  was  a  yonn.u'      ^''^"""•"■ 
man  the  spear  and  arrow  w»'re  used,  but  <tf  late  years  the  shot^fiin  and 
rille  ar<'  used  <'.\clnsively.     Very  few  seal  were  l(»st  when  struck  with 
spear  (»r  arrow,  but  when  seal  aie  shot  with  shot.ynn  over  ."><•  per  cent 
are  lost.     A  much  larjicr  jierceiit  are  lost  when  seal  are  shot  with  riHes. 
Most  of  the  seal  taken   by  nie  were  cows   with  pup. 
The  c(tws  are  less  active,  sleei)  moie,  and  are  nnne  (?'';"" V  ,  r>'>:iiant 
easily  captured.     A  tew  male  seal  have  been  taken, 
from  1  to  4  years  cdd.     Jiut  very  few  old  bulls  have  ev«'r  been  taken  by 
me.     Have  killed  a  few  yearlinj^s  every  year.     .Ml  seal  are  killed  that 
conu'  near  the  boat,  regardless  of  their  sex.     1   never      ,   ,. 

Ill  1      <i  I    I  1    -11      ■  1  i'  I  I         IiKiir'ci'iniiiiati' kill- 

look  to  see  whether  I  have  killed  a  male  or  temale  seal   ins. 

until  I  have  the  seal  dead  in  the  boat.     Seal  have  been     ,. 

1  il  i.    il        1      J.    i-  IJtciease. 

jirowinji'  scarce  alonj^'  the  eoast  the  last  t(mr  years. 

Think  there  are  too  many  s(thooners  enf>aged  in  sealing'  in  the  North 

I'acitie  Ocean  and  Berinfj;  Sea.     Have  never  known 

]in])s  to  be  born  in  the  water,  or  on  the  land  elsewhere     '  "i*"sc  irth. 

than    the  Tribilof  Tshinds.     Have  never  known   any 

Inr-seals  to  haul  up  on  the  land  or  ou  the  eoast  else- 


Do  nut  haul  up  on 
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wIh'Ic   tliiiti    \\\v,   rribilof  IsliiiulH.     I  think  if  iM'lnjrM! 

'mritiii!;-  Wiis  stopiM-d  in  llniiij,'  Sra  tliiit  sciil  would  In-- 
noinu  plentiful  iilon;;'  tlir  roast  of  soiitlicrn  Alaska,  and  \\v  Indians 
could  a;;ain  catrli  plmty  of  tliciu  witli  the  sprar,  wliirli  is  a  inucli  ix-ttn- 
way  to  raptnrt'si-al  tiiau  by  sliootin;^  tliciu  with  sliot^iins,  tor  none  air 
lost  wlu'.n  8tru«;k  with  a  spiuir. 

IiIh 

„,.,  MicHAKL  X  Tiii.kaiidavnahkkj:. 

AVitiH'ss:  „„„u. 

(iKOIKJK    KASTIfOMr/riNol'I-', 

Uttitcil  Statfx  ijnitrt  lutnpntci'. 

Subscribctl  and  sworn  to  before,  uu',  this  Sth  day  of  Ai)iil,  ISOL*. 

A.  \V.  liAVKMU'.K. 
UniUd  StatcN  Tr((t.suii/  Aynif. 


says:    I  am  4.'J 
llavc  hunted 


IkiJosilioH  of  ('harllc  Tliikstiftin,  sraler. 
I'KLAOK!   SKAI-IN(1. 

Charlie   Thiksalan.  lu'inj;'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 

y4'ais  (dd;  wasl.oin  at  Sitka,  Alaskil 

KxiMTicniio.  ^^.,||    jjy  niyself  sinee  I    was  a  boy,   and   when   v«'r.\ 

sniall  went   sealinj;-  with  my  father.     Seal  have  been  seen  ami  taken 

on  the  coast  by  nu'  from  the  JOth  of  Ai)ril  till  the  4th  of  July.    At  the 

bejiiniiinp,of  the  season  they  aic])lentiful,  but  scarce  at 
'   *'"'"""•  thecIose(»f  the  season.    Tlu-y  are  constant  lyjioiiig  nortl 

alon^'  the  coast.  ^\'hen  1  tirst  be^an  huntinj;  I  used  a  sj>ear  and  bow 
and  arrow,  but  now  the  shotj-un  is  used  exclusively.  V\  lien  seal  wi-re 
struck  with  a  s])ear  none  were  lost;  lose  about  oO  ]ier  cent  when  killed 
with  shot{4un.    A  much  hufjcr  \<vr  cent  is  lost  when  riile  is  used,  as  the 

seal  sink  very  qul<'kly  alter  beinj;  shot.  Most  of  the 
niail's  I'lW*''''"' ''    s^'i''"^  taken  on  this  coast  are  cows  with  younjj.     (Jow 

sepals  sleep  sounder  on  tlio  water,  and  are  less  a<'tive 
ami  are  easily  captured.  Qtiite  a  larye  number  of  yearlinjis  are  taken, 
most  of  vliich  are  females.    The  sex  of  the  seal  can  not  be  told  in  the 

water  when  huutitiji'.  We  use  no  discrimination,  but 
_^  in.ii..,  ,i.„ii.at.  kill.  j^j„  (.y^.j.y^iijiij,.  iji  the  shape  of  a  seal  that  comes  near 

the  boat.  When  seal  are  shot  dead  they  sink  very  rap- 
i<lly.  Seal  are  always  shot  in  the  head  when  it  is  yiossible  to  do  so. 
Wlien  spear  was  used  seal  were  very  i)lentiful;  since  shotgun  is  us<'d 
they  are  bccominji"  very  scarce.  Have  noticed  a  larye 
decrease  t  e  last  four  years.  I  thiidv  that  pela};ic 
in  IJeriu};  Sea  is  tlie  cause  the  seal  lie- 
•e  alonji'  tlie  coast.  Never  knew  of  pups 
u  the  water.  Have  never  known  fur  seal 
)Ti  the  land  or  on  the  coast  anywlieie  in 
niidv  if  pehifiic  hunting  is  not  stopped  in 
,  becciuie  extermiiiate<l. 

his 

CUARLIE  X  TlAKSATAN. 

mark 

George  Kostrometinoff, 

I'nited  iStaics  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7tli  day  of  April,  1S92. 

A.  \V.  Lavender, 
United  IStaiefi  Treaaury  Agent. 
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Peter  Trearslicit,  briiifr  duly  swoiii,  deiM>sos  and  says:  I  am  *J7 
years  old  and  icsid*-  at  Sitkii.  Am  l)y  o<-nipiitioii 
a  seiimau  and  si'ul  liiiiitcr.  Have  hccn  ('n;;ii;;<'d  in 
eateinn;;'  srid  tlirce  seasons.  I^ast  .season  1  eommanded  the  sealin;; 
seliooner  Sitka,  ot'SitUa.  Took  seal  aloii^  tlM>  coast  as  I'iir  as  Vakntiil. 
First  seal  \v»Te  seen  and  eiiuylit  last    year  oil"  Sitka   Sound  and  last 


MiKriiliiiii. 


year    olV    Salisbury    Sound  in    April   and    Miiy.     'I'lie 

H(>al   ari'   workin;^   to   \vest\viir«l  all    tlie   time.     Have 

ahvays  used  a  sliot;;iin  to  take  seal.     .\i)out<>0  pereent  ol' tlie  seal  shot 

with  sh' Ij^uii  are  lost.      A   mneh  larj-er  per  eent  are  lost  when  rille  is 

us«'d.     The  seals  taken  bv  me  have  been  females  mostly 

with  pup.     Have  neyer  killed  a  bull  in  mylile.     .V  few   ,,,"X'uk,r *''''''' 

yearlinji's  nvv  taken,  all  of  which  are  females.     The  sex 

of  the  seal  ean  not  be  told  in  the  waler.     llunt«'rs  use     iM(iis.riniiniitekiii. 

no  diserimimitionand  everylhin^j  in  the  shape  of  a  seiU    "" 

that  4'omes  near  the.  boat  is  killed.     When  seal  are  asle«'p  lyinj;  with 

their  heads  on  the  watei'  and  are  killed,  they  most  always  tloat,  but  if 

shot  as  they  put  their  hea<ls(»ut  of  water  they  siidv  almost  immediately. 

Always  slntot  a  seal  in  the  head  when  it  is  possible  to  do 

80.     ^I'eyer  heard  of  nor  see)'  pups  born  in  the  water  or 

on  the  coast  of  Alaska,  <^iitside  of   I'ribilof  Islands. 

Have  neyer  seen  or  heard  of  seals  hanlin;;   up  on  the 

coast,  elsewhere  than  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.     They 

very  seldom  come  nean'r  this  coast  than  '20  miles,  when  advancing'  north 

towards  Berinji  Sea.     J  think  if  sealinj;'  was  stopped  in 

lierinjjf  Sea  thai  seal  would  beconu^  more  ph'utiful  alonj; 

the  coast,  and  if  it  is  not  stopped  the  herd  will  soon  be  destroyed. 

Pet  k  h  T  k  e  a  k  s  i  i  1 ;  i  t. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  be  lore  me  this  Sth  day  of  .Vjuil,  ISDii. 

A.  \V.  liAVi;M)i;i{, 

United  States  TieaHury  Atjent. 


Nivrr  licaril  of  (ii- 
lit^ii'  liirtli. 

I)ii  mil  liiiiil  up  on 


I'riilcrtiiin. 


Dvposilion  0/ James  Unatajiiu,  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

James  TTnataJim,  beinj;'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside 
in  Sitka;  am  by  occupation  a  seal  liuntei';  have  been  engaged 
in  tiiat  business  since  1  was  u  small  boy.  I  am 
now  about  38  years  old.  Have  never  been  in  IJerin  jc 
Sea;  have  always  hunted  seal  along  the  coast  of  Alaska 
make  their  ap])earanee  on  this  coast  off  Sitka  Sound. 
They  arc  then  advancing  uj)  the  coast  When  I  first 
began  to  hunt  spear  and  arrow  were  used  exclusively;  the  shotgun  is 
now  used  by  the  Indian  hunters  for  the  same  purpose  in  lieu  of  the 
spear  and  arrow.  When  the  spear  was  used  all  seal  speared  were  se- 
cured. About  50  per  eent  of  the  seal  are  lost  when  shot  with  shotguns. 
Whenever  1  have  used  a  ritle  for  shooting  seal  a  nnich  larger  proportion 
of  those  killed  have  been  lost  on   account  of  shooting  them  at  a 
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lonj^er  rlisfanct^  from  tlu'  boat.  j\Iost  of  tlie  seal  taken 
vnimml  f, nil Js!'"'"  !>>'  "10  liuvc  becii  ftMiialcs  witli  piip.     I  tliiiik  the  female 

is  luorc  {iciitlc,  slcrps  more,  and  is  more  easily  cajtinred. 
A  few  male  seal  have  been  taken  by  me,  a^es  raiijuiii;^'  from  I  to  4  years 
old,  [  shonld  tliiiik.  Some  yearliiijis  have  lu'en  taken,  a  majctrity  of 
whieh  were  females  also.  N'cry  few  old  Imlls  hav«^  been  killed  by  me. 
►Sex  of  seal  can  not  be  distiMj;iiis]icd  in  the  wat«'r,  excei>t  in  the  <'ase  of 

an  old  bull,  which  can  be  told  by  its  si/e.  ^'o  disciim- 
^^^nHiimrinii.mic  kill.   i||.,(ioi,  is  nscd  iiitakinji'  seal;  everything,' that  comes 

near  tiie  boat  is  shot  at.  If  the  seal  are  instantly 
killed  they  sink  at  once  and  aie  hard  to  secnre.     Seal  are  always  shot 

in  the  iiead  when  jtossilyh'.     Have  noticed  the  seal  have 

'""""*"'  been   decreasin;^'  along  the  ectast  the  last  lour  years. 

Think  the  cause  of  the  decrease  is  that  there  are  too  nniny  schooners 

,.,.,,        en^as-cd  in  iielauie  sealin'MU  r.erinjiSi'a.     Have  never 

seen  or  h'  'd  of  inips  being  Intrn  in  the  water  or  on 
the  land  on  the  coast  of  Alaska.     Have  heard  that  juips  are  all  born 

on  the  I'ribilof  Islands.     Have  never  known  or  heard 

AiasV"n  .llns'/  "''  ""   "*'  ^'^'"'  lii>"l'>'f;"  »1»  <>•»  t'lc  hiiul  ou  the  coast  of  Alaska. 
Have  heard  that  they  do  haid  up  (tn  the  Pribilof  Is- 
lands.    Think  if  sealing  by  tlie  sclioon<'rs  in  the  open   waters  of  the 
North  I'aeifn-  and  liering  Sea  was  i»rohibited,  the  seal 
Avould  again  become  plentiful  along  the  coast. 

his 

Jamks  X  Unatajim. 

Witness:  ,u;„k. 

GKOKOK  KOSTKOMKTINOFI-', 

United  iStutis  Court  Intcriirctcr. 
Subscribed  and  sworu  to  befort;  me  this  Sth  day  of  April,  1S02. 

A.  \N  .  liAVK.NDKlt, 

United  IStdtes  Tnamiry  Ayciit. 


Protectiou. 


De])ositioH  of  li'iiiinlph    Walton,  sealer. 


rKr..\(;ic  .sealing. 


^Iii:i'iit  ion. 


Tvudol))!!  Walton, being  duly  sworn  dcjjoscs  and  says:  1  am  25 years  of 

aiic:  bum  at  Sitka;  am  at  picscnt  on  the  police  force. 

'■''"""""•  liaxc  hiMifcd  seal  three  seasons.  1SS!I,  iStlO,  ami   ISDl, 

ai'ouml  JUorka  Island.     Have  s« en  and  taken  seal  from  the  middle  of 

Ajuil  to  the  niicidie  of  .May.     They  are  on  their  way 

north  at  that  time.     1  use  shotgun  and  rille  to  takeseal, 

Mn.j.iiii.v    i:ik.n    Ab(  .ut  Tid  per  ( (  u  t  au'  h-st  when  shot  Mitli  shotgun; 

when  rille  is  use<i  a  mm  h  larger  per  cent  is  lost.     Ihe 

majority  of  seal  taken  are  cows.    Cows  are  more  easily  captured  because 

they  have  i>u]is.    A    few  yearlings  aie  killed,  nnistly  females.     Sex  of 

seal  can  not  lie  disliiignished  in  the  water.     Mo  discrim- 

IimUm  I  iiiiiiMir  Uili       ■        X-  •  1  ■  II  1-  II  I   Ml      I    1^1      1. 

i„jr.  iiiiition  IS  used  in  seal  hunting;  all  are  killed  that  eome 

near.     Seal   aie  deciea.-ing  on  the  <oast.     Have  no 
ticed  they  have  decreastd  rapidly  the  last  two  years. 

The  decrease,  1  think,  is  caused  by  the  indisciimiiiate  killing  of  female 
seals.  Some  seal  when  shot  and  killed  dead  sink  at 
once..  Have    never  known  a   jmp  to  bc^  born   in  the 


Dei  I'ciiso. 


Ko  i>rlaj;ic  liiilli. 


water.     1  have  never  known  of  a  pup  seal  being  boru 
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ou  the  rocks  of  the  coast  anywhere.     Have  heard  they     _      ,,    , 
are  born  on  the  Pvibiiof  Islands.     Have  never  known   m        ""^  "'"'" 
fur-seal  to  hanl  up  on  the  coast  on  anywhere  else  out-      „  ,   ,. 

•    1  i-    il  It     •!    •!      .■     r     I  1  rill    •      1         :,  .1  .  .  I'lOti"  tKin. 

Side  ot  the  Pnbdot  Islands.     Thmk  thao  all  pelagic. 

seal-liuntinjj:  should  be  stopped  in  IJeriny  Sea  in  order  to  keep  the  seal 

from  beiny-  exterminated. 

Rudolph  Walton. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  o*'  April,  1801. 

A.  \V.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  agent. 


I  am  ;$()  years 

Kx])«ii('iico. 


Mii;raticiii, 


Dcjw.sition  of  Charlie  Wank,  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Cliailie  Wank,  beinj;'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
old.     Was  born  at  and  reside  at  Sitka.     Am  by  occu- 
pation a  seal  hunter.     Have  been  catchinj;'  seal  most 
all  my  life.     First  seal  are  seen  and  taken  by  nu',  oft" 
Sitka  Sound.     VVlien  I  was  a  boy  seal  came  in  to  the  sound  very  close, 
but  now  I  have  to  f?o  a  lonjjf  ways  to   <iet  them.     Seal  <lo   not  stop  off 
the  sound  lonf>',  but  are  constantly  on  the  move  niu'th 
and  west.     The  spear  was  used  in  early  days,  but  now 
seal  have  bec<une  scarce  and  shotj^un  and  ritie  is  used  exclusively. 
When  the  sjiear  was  used  no  seal  were  lost.     Now  a  j;reat  numy  are 
h)st  when  shot  with  a  shotf*un  and  ritle.     Most  all  seals 
taken  ar<>  females  with  younjn'.     They  are  less  active,   ,,,kIr[.r.-Mai.t'''''''''''' 
sleej)  more,  and  are  easier  captured.     What  few  male 
seals  are  taken  are  1,  2,  3,  and  4  years  old.     Quite  a  nund)er  of  year- 
lings are  taken,  mostly  females.    The  sex  of  seal  of  same  aj^e  can  n()t 
be  distinji'uished  in  the  v,'attn'.     The  only  seal  that  can  be  distinj-uished 
is  an  old  bull.     W(^  use  no  discrimination  in  st^alhunt- 
inj"';  everythino-  is  killed  that  conms  near  the  boat.   .^^J-'-H'^'nininat.iuii. 
IN'hijLiic  hunters  have  become  so  phuitiful  and  seals  have 
become  so  wild  that  we  are  oblij^cd  to  take  l(»ng'  shots  at  them.     When 
seal  are  killed  dead  they  sink  almost  instantly.     All   seal  arc  shot  in 
the  head  when  it  is  possilde  to  do  so.     Have  notici'd 
the  s(Nil  aie  decreasinj-'  very  fiisf,  particiilaily  the  last 
four  years,  caused  by  the  indiscriminate   killiii-^'  of  seal   by  schooners 
in  the  waters  of  the  Xorth  I'acilic  Ocean  and  Ilerini"'      ^,      ,    .  ..   , 

^,  »,  ,  ,  ,.  1-1  •        i-i  N<i  pclii;,'!!' birth. 

Sea.     Never  liavi^  known  ot  pups  heinj;'  born   in   the 

water,  nor  elsewheie  on  the  coast  of  Alaska.     Have  nevcu-  known  of 

any  seal  to  haul  up  on   the  land  or  on   the  coast  of 

Alaska.     Have  heard   that  they  do  haul  up  on   the 

Pribilof   Islands.     Think   if  all   pelajiic  seal  huntinji' 

was  stoi)ited,  the  seal  would  incicase  aloiij>"  the  «;oast 

and  become  plentiful  once  moie. 


Oiicroiiao. 


Oil  imt  liavo 
1  lie  ciirtHt'. 

I'nilcc.tiou. 


Il|l  oil 


CiiAULiK  X  Wank. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  maik: 

George  Kostrometinoff, 

United  Ntates  Court  Tnterpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  iiu'  this  7th  day  of  April,  1S02. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  Slates  Treasuru  Ayent, 
271G— VOL  u IH 
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m        ' 


Pro.gnniit 


Deposition  of  P.  S.  WcitfcnhiUer,  scaler  (master). 

TELAGIC    SEALING. 

P.  S.  Weittenliiller,  Ix'inji'  duly  >s\voiii,  deimses  and  .says:  I  liaye  re- 
sided at  Sitka  tlie  i)ast  nine  years.    Am  now  owner 
Txperipnco.  of  the  sealin{j  sc,ho(»ner  (Jlara  and  have  enjiii^ed  in 

sealing'  this  season.  I  first  toi»k  seal  off  Sitka  S(tnnd 
durin,i!,'  the  month  of  March.  Have  done  my  sealin<>'  nil  this  year  be- 
tween (Jai)e  Edgcuuibe  and  Cross  Sound.  ^ly  hunters  use  shotj;un  ex- 
clusively. They  carry  a  ritle  w  itii  them  in  the  boat  but  have  not  used 
one  this  season  to  my  knowledge.  1  think  as  near  as  I  can  estimate, 
ab(mt  .'i3J  per  cent  of  the  seals  shot  are  lost.  Out  <»f  (JO  seal  taken  so  far 
this  season  40  are  females  with  i)upand  14  were  males. 
foniiii.a  Qix\y  I  yearlinjj  seal  has  been  taken  this  season.  It  is 
my  oi)iiiiou  that  female  seal  .are  more  easily  eai)tured  and 
ajtpear  to  be  more  tame  than  the  male  seal,  and  I  think  sleep  more.  Only 
1  old  bull  was  taken  this  season  among  the  males.  I  should  think  the 
male  seal  taken  this  year  were  between  2  and  3  years  old.  The  sex  of  a 
seal  can  not  be  told  in  the  water  except  it  is  an  ohl  bull.  Hunters  use  no 
discrimination,  but  kill  everything  tiiat  comes  near  the 
boat.  Hunters  shoot  all  seal  in  the  head  when  it  is 
possible  to  do  so  and  take  tlK'ir  chances  of  its  sinking 
before  they  can  reach  them.  From  what  I  ki  ow  seals 
have  been  decreasing  very  fast  in  recent  yeais.  Think 
the  decrease  is  caused  by  the  indiscriminate  killing  in  the  North  Pacitic 
Ocean  and  Bering  Sea.  1  have  never  known  any  pups 
to  I)e  born  in  the  water  or  anywhere  else  except  on  the 
Pribilof  Islands.  I  iniAe never  known  any  fur-seal  to  haul  up  anywhere 
^  ^^^^  on  tlte  land  on  the  coast  of  Alaska.  I  have  never  been 
coast.""  ""'  "'' ""  in  Ucring  Sea.  I  think  .sealing  should  be  prohibited 
I'lotPctimi.  f,,j.  ^\^^^^.  ,^j.  jiy.p,  y(>ivi-[5  in  order  to  gi^'e  them  a  cliance 

to  multiply  and  become  as  plentiful  as  they  formerly  were. 

P.  S.  AVeittenhillkb. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mo  this  0th  day  of  May,  181>2. 

A.  \V.  Lavender,, 
United  /States  Treasury  Agent. 


IniUa(Timinato  kill- 
ing. 


Decroaso. 


No  xiclneic  l.irtli. 


I      i 


Deposition  of  Michael  Wooslcoot,  sealer. 

PELAGIC!  SEALING. 

Michael  Wooskoot.  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  .says:  I  am  60 
years  old;  born  and  reside  in  Sitka,  Alaska.     Have 
KxiMiienoo.  bccn  engaged  in  hunting  seal  for  a  greai^  many  years 

iu  the  Noith  Pacific  Ocean  around  Sitka  Sound.    First 
seal  are  seen  and  taken  by  me  about  the  middle  of  April  of  each  year. 
There  Jir«^  more  or  less  of  them  on  the  cf>ast  till  the  1st 
^'^" '""■  of  Jidy.     Kirst  piirt  of  the  season  tliey  are  plentiful, 

but  towards  the  last  they  become  scarce.  During  the  above-mentioned 
l)eriod  the  .seal  are  on  the  move  to  the  westward.  SFiiny  years  ago,  when 
f'eal  were  plenty,  the  s])ear  was  used,  but  now  so  many  schooners  are  en- 
gaged iu  sealing  that  the  shotgun  ami  rifle  has  to  be  used  in  order  to 


:i*;  J 
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D('(M"(';ist\ 


\(»rtli 


secure  them,  as  tliey  have  become  very  wihl.     When  the  spear  was 
used  very  lew  seal  were  lost.     About  ~>0  \wv  cent  arc  h)st  when  shot 
with  shotgun.      A  larger  per  cent  are  I.tst  when  kiUcd  with  a  ritle.     Al- 
most all  seals  taken  are  teinaleswitli  pup;  thcvai'c  less 
active,  sleep  mor<',  and  are  more  easdy  taken.     Quite  a  |.i(>i;n;ini  r.mai.s. 
large  number  of  yearlings  are  taken,  mostly  femak's. 
Duiing  my  life  [  have  taken  ovci-  100  bull  seals.     The  sex  of    seal 
can  not  be  told  in  the  water.   No  discrimination  is  used 

1  I         X-  II  1  I  -11     1  i.1      X  i.1  limiHcriminiito  kill- 

111. seal  hunting;   all  seal  are  killed  that  conuMiear  the  mn. 

boat.    The  only  seal  that  can  be  distinguished  in  the 

water  is  an  (tid  bull.     When  a  seal  is  shot  dead  he  sinks  at  once.     Seal 

are  always  shot  in  the  head  whenever  it  is  ])ossible  to  do 

so.     Have  iKiticed  the  seal  are  decreasing  very  fast, 

owing  to  so  many  schooners  hunting  seals  in  the  waters 

racitie  Ocean  and  Hering  Sea.    Uave  never  known  or 

heard  of  pups  being  born  in  the  water  nor  on  the  coast 

of  Alaska  outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.     Have  never 

fur-seal  to  haul  out  on  the  land  on  the  coast  of  Alaska. 

[lave  heard  of  themhaulingout  on  the  I'ribilof  Islands, 

but  have  never  been  there.     I  think  if  all  pelagic  seal 

hunting  was  stopped  seal  would  soon  become  identiful 

on  the  coast. 

his 

Michael  x  Wooskcx^t. 
iiiiii'ii. 
George  Kostrometi^off, 

limited  States  Court  tntcypreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7Mi  v'.ay  of  April,  ISOU. 

A.  W.  Lavi:.M)i;r, 
United  iStdtes  Treanurij  Aijiiit. 
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KxiM'liclK't', 


ih'2)osition  of  Johnny  Jiaronovitcli,  natire  .scaJiv  (it  Kimm. 

PELACrKJ    SEALIN(}. 

Joliiiii.v  BiiroiH>vit('h,beinj>(hily  sworn,  drposos  and  says:  I  was  born 
at  Kasaii,  iiiul  have  lived  licro  nil  my  life.  !\ly  hiisi- 
iHiss  is  that  of  liuiitin;^'  and  tisliiny".  I  lave  liuntcd  i'ur- 
sciil  in  a  caiioc  in  Miiy  ott"  the  I'rince  of  WaU^s  island.  Always 
nst'(l  the  shot.unn  lor  takinj;'  seal.  A  very  few  are  lost  when  shot 
with  the  shotjjnn,  as  we  shoot  them  clost'  to  the  boat.  IMost  all 
the  seals  taken  aie  fenndes  with  ])ui),  I  used  no  dis- 
iwrtak.M.' '*''"''"''  crinunation,  but  kill  everything-  that  eonie  near  the 
boat  in  shape  of  a  seal.     Never  stopped  to  ask  if  it  is 


cow 


ImU«criiiiiii;il(i  Kill-     r 


iiig. 


female  or  ii(»t.  A  few  old  bulls  have  been  take;i  by  me 
There  are  not  nearly  as  many  seal  on  the  coast  astlu're 
Avas  two  or  three  years  aji'o,  ami  they  will  soon  be  all 
}>one  unless  S(diooiiers  are  all  stopped  from  iiuiitiu;;'  seal 
along  the  eoast  of  Alaska.  1  have  ne\'er  known  any 
l>ups  to  be  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  in  this  jjart 
of  Alaska,  Xor  have  I  ever  seen  or  heard  of  any  fur 
seal  beinj;'  in  the  inland  waters  of  this  part  of  Alaska. 
lha\e  never  heard  of  any  fur-seal  haulin<>'  u])  on  the  land  in  any  i)art 
of  Alaska.  1  think  if  the  schooners  were  all  st<ipped  from  huntiu};' 
seal,  they  would  becomt^  plentiful  once  more,  and  the 


X.i( 


iMini  ill   Wii(cr 


or  ciii  loiisl. 


I'mtcitidii. 


Indians  <'ouhl  catch  them  as  tliev  used  to. 


JOIIN.N V    IiAU( (ISM ) VIT( '11. 


Witness  to  his  siynature: 

.).  M.    rOTTKK'. 

A.  VV.  Lavi;.m)kk. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Dth  day  of  May,  JSJ»2. 

A.  \V.  IiAVi;M)KK, 

United  IStattfi  TmaNuri/  Atjint. 


Deposition  of  ^fanr^i'('  Jintrs,  scnln'. 

l'KLA(!l(!   SKALlN(i. 

Maurice  r.ates,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  1  am  4(»  years 

old.     Was  born  in  Uritisii  C'tdnmbia,  and  now  resitle 

Expcrutico.  in  Xew  Metlakahtla.     I  am  a  hunter  by  occui)ation ; 

have  liuntetl  fur  seal  iu  a  canoe  ever  since  I  was  old 

27G 
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Sealer. 
Islaud. 


on    DiiikIiis 


M(wtlv  fiiniilc  with 
|>ll|>  killril. 


Iliilixri'iniiliiito  kill- 


«miou(j:1i.     My  hunting  lodj^e  is  on  Diindas  Isliiiul,  and 

1  liunt  in  Dixons  Kntianc.i',  and  off  Trinee  of  Wales 

Island.     J  lave  always  used  a  sliot;4iin  lor  takinj;-  soal, 

and  lose  abont  40  jmt  cent  of  what  1  slioot.     Most  of 

till'  seals   taken  by  me  have  hvvu   female  with   ]n\\). 

Never  killed  bnt  one  old  bnll  in  n»y  life.     1  have  killed 

a  j;ood  many  small  balls,  and  a  jjfreat  many  yearlinj;  seals,  bnt  never 

examined  the  latter  as  to  sex.     1  have  always  hnntetl  seals  from  Mar«'h 

to  .]nne.      ICverythiny  that  ectmes  near  the  boat  in 

shape  of  a  seal  is  shot,  rejiardless  of  sex.     The  seal  are 

not  near  as  ])lentifnl  as  tliey  nsed  to  be.     The  eanse  of 

tlie  de('reas(^  is,  I  think,  too  many  sehooners  hnntinj^f     Deneam'. 

them  off  Prince  of  Wales   Island   and  aronnd  Dixons 

Hntraneo.     Have  never  know  n  any  seal  jnips  to  be     soui  pups  not  i.i.in 

itorii  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  anywlu're  aronnd  this 

part  of  Alaska.     Have  never  seen   or  In'ard  of  seals      oi.  imt  haul  up  (»n 

iianlin^i'  np  on  the  land  aronnd  this  part  of  Alaska.     1  '"'"'■ 

have  never  sva'h  any  far  seal  aroniul  Annette  island 

or  any  ()f  the  inland  waters  of- Alaska.     I  thiidi  the      I'n.t.rtion. 

sciiooners  shonld  be  proliibited  from  huntin,<>'  seal  out 

ill  the  water  off  l.'rinc(^  of  Wales  Island,  so  that   the  seal  will  become 

plentifnl  again. 

Ills 

Maurice  x   Bates. 

luiirk 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
David  Leask. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Snbscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  ^fay,  1892. 

A.    W.    IjAVENDEU, 


United  iStutes  Treasury  Aycitt. 


J'><'l>itsitii>n  of  Edtc(ir(l  Hrxstni,  s('(th'r. 
PELACIC   .SEALING. 


Kdward  Ueiison,  being"  iliily  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  1  am  .'VI  years 
old.     Was  luuii  in  iJritish  Columbia  and  now  reside  at 
New  Metlakahtla.     1  have  been  ennaged  in  hnnting        ]:^i''ii.mu. 
livey«'ars.     Have  hunted  seal  in  canoes;  begin  to  hunt 
tiie  last  of  Mariih  and  hunt  till  the  mi<ldle  of -June.    1  have  had  my  hunt- 
ing lodge  at  Nicholas  Uay  andon  Dundas  Island.     Hunt  seal  in  (^iieen 
Charlotte  Sound,  Dixons  Kntrance,  and  off  Prince  of  Wales   Island. 
1  use  the  shotgun  tor  taking  .seal.     I  lose  about  LJ.")  percent  of  the  seals 
shot.     Think  the  majority  of  the  seals  taken  are  cows. 
Never  killed  but  two  old  bulls  in  my  lile.     Have  killed 
(piite  a  nun)b(H'  of  yearling   seals  ami   some  young 
males  2  and  .'{  years  old.      We  kill  everything  that 
comes  near  the  boat,  and  Jise  no  discrimination,  but 
shoot  them  regardless  of  sex.     Seal  are  getting  very 
scarce.    I  think  the  cause  of  the  scarcity  is  too  many 
Iteople  hunting  seal.    I  have  never  known  any  pups  to 


Ma.i  ori  ty 
(•own. 


lakitii 


IndiHcriminate  Uill 

iuj;. 


OecTcaao. 


278 


TESTIMONY 


^(.t  liorn  in  water    Ije  bovil  ill  tllC  WiltC'V  nV  Oil  tll<!  Ijllld.      Kor  llilVC  I  kllOWU 
or  DII  roiist.  ,.  Ill'  1111  1  -ill 

<)t  iiiiy  soiil  liaiilmji'  iij)  on  tlic  liiiid  anywlierc  iii  Alaska. 

II..  not  iiani  iij.  oii  I  liave  iicvoi'  sccii  aiiv   I'lir  sci  s  in  tlie  water  around 

Ai,.skan.oa«i.  Aiiiiottc  Islaiid.     Itliiiik  sdi..oiuMs  .sliould  beprohib- 

j'i..i.rtioii.  iU'il  J'rom  liuntiiig'  seal  in  tlio  North  I'acilic  Ocean  to 

j;ive  them  a  chance  to  increase  aj^ain. 

KinvAui)  JJi;ns(jn. 

!Sul)scribed  and  sworn  to  before  nie  this  lOtli  (biy  ol"  May,  ISIL'. 

A.  \V.  Lavkndhk, 
L'ltlicd  iStotcn  Tnu.surij  Aynit. 


Majority    taken 
pri'^niint  t'ciniili's. 


kill 


Deposition  of  (Uiorlic  IhthtUn,  scaler. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Charlie  Dalitlin,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  in 
.  Sliakan  and  have  lived  here  all  my  life.     Am  a   .ery 

.xpoi i.n.  (.'.  ^^j^^  man.     Have  been  a  hunter  all  my  lite,  huntinj;'  both 

seal  and  bear  add  all  kinds  of  land  animals,  and  have  killed  a  {;'reat 
many  of  all  kinds.  Have  hunted  seal  off  the  west  coast  of  Prince 
Edward  Island  Ibi-  a  number  of  years.  When  I  was  a  boy  spear  was 
used;  now  the  shotj^un  and  rille  arc  exclusively  used  for  taking- 
seal.  None  were  lost  when  the  si»ear  was  used.  AVhen  the  shot- 
gun is  used  sometimes  they  are  lost.  A  few  more  are 
lost  when  rifle  is  use<l.  Majority  of  seals  taken  are 
cows  with  ]>u|).  Once  in  a  wliile  we  take  .lU  old  bull. 
A  few  yearlings  are  taken  also.  All  seal  are  killed 
that  come  near  the  canoe,  wiiether  it  is  male  or  fe- 
male. 1  make  no  ditlerence.  Jn  former  years  there 
were  lots  of  seal,  but  now  there  are  very  few.  Too 
many  schooners  hunting  tlunn  all  the  time  in  the  water, 
killing  the  mother  seals  as  well  as  others.  Ifave  never  known  of  any 
]»ups  being  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  on  the 
coast  of  Alaska.  J  have  never  heard  of  any  or  seen  any 
fur-seal  hauled  up  on  the  land  anywhere  around  Prince 
JOdward  Island  or  anywlu're  else  on  the  coast.  Jfthe 
schooners  ai'estoi)ped  from  taking  seal  off  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island  the  seal  will  beconu'  plenty,  and  the  Indians  <!an  kill  them 
as  they  did  along  time  ago.    Now  the  Indians  can  get 

very  few. 

His 
OlIAKLIE    X    DAUTLIN. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

J.    M.    POTTKK. 

A.  W.  Lavhndkr. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavkndeh, 
United  IStates  Trcanury  Agent. 


Indiscriniini'l 
iiij,'- 

Decrt'ast'. 


I'u|)S   nut    Ixirn    in 
water. 

Do  not  haul  up  on 
(•(.a»t. 


Protection. 
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Ri)  Benson. 


water. 


not    lidi'ii   ill 


Dej)osition  of  Willium  .Piinctni,  rcsidvnt  of  Nac  Mitlakalttla. 

TELAOIC   SEAMN(}. 

Williiun  Duiirmi,  hciiiq-  duly  sworn,  <loi)osos  iind  says:  1  am  (lOyoars 
of  aye;  I  liavc  rcsidcil  in  Ihitisli  ('oltniil)ia  tliirty  years  aiul  at  New 
JMctlakalitla  five  years,  and  liave  always  been  with  the 
Tsiinshean     Indians,   both   in   liritish   Columbia   and      '=«?'•'•"•'"'<' 
Alaska.     The  Tsimsheans  are  j^reat  hunters  of  fur-seal.   .The  ln<lians 
left  their  homes  in  Mar(;h  and  remained  away  until  May.    Their  hunt- 
ing lodges  were  on  some   small  islands  outside  of  Dundas   Island. 
From  what  they  tell  me  the  majority  of  seals  taken 
by  them  have  btMMi  fenudes  with  young.    The  Indians  p,vl.'!-,'',rt'aMn'ihHi''" 
ie])ort  to   me  that  the  seal  are  very  mueh   scarcer 
than  they  were  in  former  years,  and   I  know  that  they  don't  bring 
in  as  many  skins  as  they  did  in   former  years,  although  skins  are 
bringing  a  much   better  ])rice  than  they  used  to.     J 
have  never  known  of  any  fur-seal  ]>ups   being  born 
in  the  water    or    on    thc!    land  in    IJritish    (.■olund)ia 
or  Alaska,  but  have   heard    they  are   born  on  the   I'ribilof  Islands. 
The  Indians  have  always  reported  to  nu;  when  they  re- 
turned from  hunting  that  the  seal  had  all  gone  north     •'^''«™t'"" 
to  have  their  young.    I  have  never  known  or  heard  of  any  fur-seal 
hauling  up  on  the  land  in  British  Columbia  or  Alaska     i,„  j,^,^  ,,.„,,  „|,  „,, 
outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.    My  connections  with  ;""•■*' "<i''»'<''"' >'•''» 
the  Indians  have  been  such  that  had  there  been  a  fur-  ''"'' 
seal  rookery  in  liritish  Columbia  or  Alaska  i  certainly  should   have 
known  it.    The  Indians  have  always  hunted   seal  with   a  shotgun, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  they  have  killed  a  gr<'at  many  more  than 
thev   secured.    There  can  be  but  one  cause  for  the 
s(;arcity  of  seal,  and  that  is  the  indiscrinnnate  kiding  ._^i;""«'>""i"''""^iii. 
of  them  in  the  water,  and  unless  that  is  stopped  the 
seal  must  soon  be  exterminated.    The  sea-otter,  which  were  plentiful 
on  this  coast  at  onc^  time,  are  now  scarcely  seen  at  all, 
and  the  indis(!riminate  slaughter  of  them  in  the  wat«;r 
has  almost  entirely  exterminated  the  animal.     Sonui  few  remain  in  the 
far  noith,  but  they  are  very  hard  to  secure. 

William  Duncan. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nu^  this  loth  day  of  May,  1<S!>1{. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  Ntatvs  TrmHiiry  Agent. 


DepositioH  of  IJehon,  sealer. 

PELAGIC  sealing. 

Eehon,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am  about  50  years  old 
and  was  born  at  iShakan.  Ilave  lived  there  all  my 
life.  Am  a  hunter  by  occupation.  Have  hunted  seal  ^-^peri^nce. 
in  the  summer  time  and  land  game  in  the  winter.  Have  hunted  seal 
off  Prince  of  Wales  Island  in  the  spring,  lu  former  years  I  used 
to  catch  seal  with  a  hook  by  paddling  up  close  to  them  when  they 
were  sound  asleep  and  hooking  them.  Can't  use  the  hook  now,  as  the 
seal  have  become  very  wild  since  they  are  hunted  so  much  by  S(.'hooners. 


B 
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DuirruHti. 


I'll))  h<'iiIh  nut  li'ii'ii 
ill  water. 


N«<\v  I  iisctlio  Mhotfjun  cxclusivoly  tor  tiikiiif*'  seal.     Very  seldom  I  lose 

one,  as   1   always  shoot   tlieiii   (ilosc   to  tlie  1) :»at.      I    never   examine 

tliem  to  know  whether  they  are  men  or  women  stsil.     1 

iiKiiH.iiiiiiimt.-  kill    ,..,„  ,„,f  j,>i]  (],,.  (liiVcuMu-e  ill  the.  water,  and  shootevery- 

111" 

thinft-  without  knowinjn  wliether  tliey  are  men  or  women. 
►Some  years  ayt)  th(!  iiir-seal  were  ))h'nty  ofl'  tlie   islands,  but  since  the 
schooners  have  hunted  them  they  are  nearly  all  pme 
and  it  is  hard  for  the  Indians  of  this  villaj;e  to  get  any. 
JIave  never  known  any  \'\\])  seal  to  be  born  in  the 
water  or  anywhere  else  in  this  ]»art  of  Alaska.    Have 
never  known  any  to  haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere  m 
Alaska,  nor  have  I  ever  seen   any  seal  in  the  inland  waters  wherever  I 
have  been  in  Alaska.     1  think  the  schooners  shouhl  \h',  sto])i)ed  IVom 
hunting)'  seal  so  that  the  seal  may  luscome  ]»lentiful  on 
I'rotcrtic.ii.  jji^  coast  and  the  Jndian  nuiy  a};ain  have  a  chance  to 

get  them.     It  makes  me  feel  bad  to  think  the  seal  are  ni(>stall  gone  and 
we  can't  hunt  them  as  our  lathers  used  to. 

EoiiOiN  (his  X  mark). 
Witnesses  to  hisnnirk: 
J.  M.  roTTKK. 
A.  W.  Lavkndkr. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  1S!)2. 

A.    W.    liAVKiNDKU, 

ilulicd  States  TniiKury  Aficnt. 


Kxpcriciice. 

I'reKiiiiii  t    c  «)  w  H 
killfil. 


hrpoNHion  of  (Jliief  Frank,  second  chitf  Kaslcan  rndianx,  srain: 

I'KLAGld  SEALING. 

Chief  Frank,  being  duly  sworn,  dejioses  and  says:  1  am  the  s<'cond 
i'hief  of  the  Kaskan  Indians.  A\  as  born  at  and  have  lived  in  Kaskan 
all  my  life,  and  am  now  a  very  old  man.  INIy  father  lived  here  before 
me.  My  occupation  has  always  been  that  of  a  hunter.  Have  hunted 
fur-seal  in  canoes.  Have  always  used  the  shotgun 
for  killing  seal,  and  but  veiy  few  are  lost.  There  Avere 
<'ow  seals  with  pup  among  the  seals  that  1  have  taken, 
bur  1  don't  know  how  many.  I  have  never  takcji 
an  old  bull  in  my  lite.  Everything  in  shape  of  a 
seal  that  comes  near  tlu^  boat  is  killed.  Fur  seal 
are  not  as  i)lenty  as  they  used  to  be,  and  it  is  hard 
lor  the  Indians  to  catch  any.  1  think  there  are  too  many  wb.ite  men 
in  schooners  hunting  seals  around  Dixon's  Entrance, 
luiui".  ""^ '"'"'"'' ""  J  never  knew  any  fur-seal  to  be  in  the  inland  waters 
around  this  i)art  of  Alaska,  nor  have  J  ever  known 
any  fur-seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska.  I  have  never 
heani  of  seal  i)up8  being  born  in  the  water.  I  don't 
know  what  to  think  about  the  schooners.  There  is  one 
thing  certain,  seals  are  getting  scarce. 


ill 


lM<li.s<'riiniiiat4:  kill- 


DeereaHe. 


I'lips    not    lioin   ii 
Wilier. 


liis 


CiiiKF  X  Frank. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  nnirk: 

J.   M.   POTTEU. 

A.  W.  Lavendhk. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  bj'fore  me  this  flth  day  of  May,  1S02. 

A.  W.  Lavendkk, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


TAKKN    IN    OK    NEAIi    DIXON    KNTKANCK. 
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Ih'iMHitUm  of  VhnrJvH  (lilmm,  ncalir. 

PELA(JI(;   SHALINO. 

(^Iinrlcs  Gibson,  being  duly  sworn,  (l<'i)us('s  nnd  says:  T  am  33  yoars 
old;  was  born  in  i>ritisii  ('olinnl>ia,  and  now  live  at 
J'ort  (^lu'stcr.  I  hav(^  linntcd  seal  in  canoes  in  (iucen 
Cliarlottc  Sonnd.  Have  always  used  the  shotgun  for  taking  seal.  I 
lose  about  33^  |»er  eeut  of  what  I  shoot.  1  have  never  examined  the 
seal  as  to  sex.  I  shoot  everything  that  comes  near 
the  boat  and  use  no  discrimination  whatev<'r.  The 
s(  al  are  becoming  very  scarce,  caused,  I  think,  by  the 
white  men  hunting  them  too  nnudi.  I  have  never 
known  of  i»U|»s  being  born  in  the  wat<',r  or  on  the  land 
anywhere  around  Alaska.  1  have  never  seen  or  lu'ard 
of  fur-seal  hauling  uj)  on  the  land  in  this  ])art  of 
Alaska.  J  liave  never  seen  a  fur  seal  in  the  inland  waters  between 
Port  C/hester  and  Loring.  I  think  if  tin',  white  men 
were  prohibited  from  taking  seal  around  Dixons  En- 
tran(!e,  IMince  of  Wales  Island,  and  in  Qut'en  (Miarlotte  .Sound  the  seal 
would  become  jdi'iity  once  more  and  the  Indians  could  catch  them 
again  as  they  used  to. 

ClIAULKS   X    (ImsoN. 

iiiiii'k. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

J.   M.   POTTKU. 

A.  W.  Lavkndkk. 

Subscribed  ami  sworn  tu  before  me  this  Dth  day  ni'  May,  1S!>2. 

A.  W.  Lavkndku, 
i'nilcd  iStalis  Treasury  A  (/cut. 


K\pillcli(;('. 


Iiiili»<iriiiiiiititi'  kill 

Deci'riist'. 

No  |irl;i;:ii'  liii'lli. 

Si'IiIh   iIk    not    liiiiil 
ii|i  on  liiiiil. 


I'roteilioii. 


Dvpoi,Uii))i  uJ  Hciirif  IhihhitK',  scaler. 

PELAGK!  SKAMNG. 

Henry  Ilaldane,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:   1  am  33  yeais 
old;  born  in  British  Columbia,  and  now  reside  at  New 
JMetlakahtla.     Have  hunted  fur-seal  in  a  canoe.     Have        '^i'""""- 
had  my  hunting  lodge  on   Dundas  Island  and  ^Nicholas  Bay,  and  hunt 
seal  from  the  last  of  March  to  the  lirst  of  June  olf  Prince        ^^ 
of  Wales  Island,  in  J)ixons  Entrance  and  Queen  Char-        '"''' '""' 
lotte  Sound.    They  all  disai)i)ear  about  J  unci  on  their  way  north.    J  lave 
always  used  a  shotgun  for  taking  seal,  and  lose  abcmt     „     ,        ,        ,. 
-5  per  eeut  of  the  seals  1  shoot.    Think  the  seals  taken  nuii.'H  and  feniah;« 
by  me  have  been  about  equally  d  In  ided  betw«>en  females  '"'''^"• 
and  nuiles.    Have  taken  a  number  of  yearling  seals  and   some  two 
and  three  year  old  males.     Have  never  killed  an  old  bull.    I  always 
shoot  everything  that  comes  near  the  boat;   can  not     ,  ,.     .  .    .  ,  .„ 

,    ,,    ,,  "^       •       XI  i  mi  1  X  1  Inaiscnnnnati-  kill- 

tell  the  sex  in  the  water.    Tlie  seal  art^  not  nearly  ing. 

as  plentiful  as  they  on«e  were,  and  I  think  they  sue     uecieAae. 

hunted  too  much  by  schooners.    Have  never  known 


■I,  ■  ; 


I  I 


it 
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Ti':8TIM0NY 


>.(!  |i(la;;ii))lrtli 


any  i)ups  to  be  1m»iii  in  llic  wntn'  or  on  tll(^  liiinl  any- 
wlicr*'  ill  Aliiskii.     i  liiuc  iicvrr  known  any  I'lirscal  to 
liaul  11])  on  tlic  land.     Old   laldcs  tell  us  that  thoy 
i»o  n.it  iiiHii  ii|>  on   |,j,„i,>,)  „,,  .,1  ,„„>  tj„|,.^  i,„t  I  iijive  Imtii  iinahlr  to  Irani 

that  tlio\  «'\«'r  did.     Ni'vcr  scimi  any  Ciir-.soal  anyvlien^ 
aronnd  this  island  or  in  any  of  the  inland  waters. 

IIknhy  Uai.da^k. 

Biil)S(;ril)e«l  and  sworn  to  hrlorr  iiit>  this  lOtli  day  of  May,  ISKi'. 

A.    \V.    liAVKNl)i;i{, 

IJnitcil  SttilcN  Tt'vasunj  Afjnit. 


JhpoxUhni  of  fhuh  Johnson,  scaler. 
i'KLAGK!   SKAMN(J. 


.Tack  Johnson,  bciiif''  <lnly  sworn,  drposcs  and  say.s:  I  am  39  years 
old,  and  was  born  at  Ton;;rass,  and  now  live  at  Wran<>el.     Am  a  hunter 

by  oeeui»atioii,  and  have  liiint-ed  fur  si'al  in  (^)neen 
''''"""'"'  Charlotte  Sonnd,  nsiiij^-  shot^iiin  exeinsively.     (Jnitea 

nninber  of  s«'als  are.  lost;  I  don't  know  how  many. 
M.mt  all  piv-naut   ^l^^^^  ,,f  ^j     ^^,.^]^  Uikou  are  females  with   imp.     Onee 

in  a  while  an  old  bull  is  killed.  Everything  in  the 
shape  of  a  seal  that  comes  near  the  boat  is  shot.  Seal 
are  not  nearly  as  identifiil  on  the  coast  as  in'former 
times.  I  lave  iicA'cr  known  i)U]»s  tobe  born  in  the  water 
ov  on  the  land  in  this  ])art  of  Alaska.  Have  never 
known  or  heard  of  fur-seals  hanliny'  up  on  the  land  on 
the  coast  of  Alaska.  My  idea  is  that  there  are  t(»o 
many  cam])-tires  around  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  that 
scares  tlu^  seal  out  to  sea.  The  seal  smell  the  smoke  and  won't  come 
near  the  land;  and  there  area  large  number  of  people  shooting  seal, 
whi(!h  scares  them  aw^ay  also. 

lli:4 

«TA(!K   X   doilNSON. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark  : 
.1.  ]M.  POTTEK. 
A.  W.  Lavkndku. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  0th  day  of  May,  1S1)2.     / 

A,  W.  LAvioNUKU', 
United  States  Treasury  Ayent. 


Ducri'a.si!. 


Ni(  ju'lagic  bii'lli. 


I>(i  nut  liaiil   ii|)  III 
coa.'sl . 


Ikposition  of  Johnnie  Johutin,  sealer. 
PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Johnnie  Johntin,  beinji'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  belong  to 

Klawak,  where  I  was  born.    Am  now  living  at  Sliakan. 

KxiMiu'iice.  Am  by  occu])ation  a  hunter;  have  been  hunting  seal 

and  laud  animals  since. a  boy.     Have  always  hunted 

seal  ott"  Prince  of  Wales  Island  in  spring  and  early  summer.     Have 

always  us(m1   shotgun   and  rifle  for  taking   seal.    I  never  lose  any 

A  laific  proporti.iii   ^*'''^  wlicii  1  slioot  tlieiii,  bccause  I  always  shoot  them 

killed  idtguaut   lo-  close  to.     A  large  proportion  of  seals  killed  by  uic  Were 

'""'"''■  cows  with  pup.    llave  killed  a  very  few  old  bulls  and 


TAKF.N    IN    OR    NKAU    IUXON    KNTUANCF'!. 


2H.'] 


sonic  ycniliii^is.     I  shoot  «'v«'iytliiiiy'  in  sliii|i('  of  a  scnl  lliiit  ('oincs  near 
the  boiil    :in(l    use  u<»  disrriininalion.     TImtc  an*  too      ...  ,   ,  ,, 

...  1       ,>■    II    •  1-   w     1  I  linliHiiiimiKilf  lull 

many  sc''    ".t'ls  liiintini^  seal  oil   I'iiikm'  oI  W  ales  Is     juk 

laiKJ.  anti  it   is  liard   lor  indians  to  ;;ct  any  in  cainx's. 

I  lav*'  never  known  pn])s  to  Ix'  horn  in   tlic  watei'  or  on      n.>  ii.hiici'  I'inii. 

t lie  land  anyu  lieie  on  tlic  coast  of  Alaska.     Have  never 

known  any  seal  to  liaiil  up  on  Hie  land  in  Alaska.     I    jjjj i  I'^nii  m 

have  never  seen  any  I'lir-seal  in  the  inland  waters  of 

Alaska   wlieicxer  I  have  traveled.     I   think   all  schooners   should   lie 

stopped  IVoni  hnntiii"' seal  oil   riince  of  Wales  Islands,       ,,    ,    .. 

II  ~  I  I'ol ri't  loll. 

so  the  seal  would  heconu'  plentiful  once  nior(>and  the  in 
dians  coiihl  catch  them  a^ain. 

IliH 

tlolINNIi;    X    .IdllNI'lN. 

#  iiiiirk. 

Witness  to  his  mark  : 

J.    M.    I'OTTKK. 
A.    W.   I.AVI'.NDKU. 

Sub.sciihcd  and  .sworn  to  before  m«'  this  7th  day  of  May,  1S!>2. 

A.  W.  IiAVi;.M»i;i{, 
Unikd  Stall's  'J'rc((.stiiy  Aijvnt, 


Deposition  of  Janifx  Klouarhrt,  aealer. 


D.'r.icasti. 


rKI.A(JIO    SIOAI.INii. 

Januis  Klonacket,  bein.n' duly  swoiii,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born 
at  lvlin<juan,  and  have  lived  at  Ilowkan  a  j;reat  manyycai's.  Tain  now 
a  very  <dd  man  and  am  a  hunter  by  occupation.  Have  hunted  fur-seal 
for  twelve  sea.sous  off  I'rince  of  Wales  Island.     Have  „,.,,.. 

always  liunted  seal  a  month  and  a  half  before  the  small       "i"'""" 
birds  hatch,  and  they  hatch  about  dune  1.     '1' he  seal  all      Mi,,,,i„„ 
f^o  north  about,  this  I inu'.     I  use  the  shotyun  for  taking 
seal,  and  sometimes  I  los(^  one  or  two  out  of  ten  that  I   kill.     When  I 
first  be}4an  to  hunt  seals  the  femahH  were  plenty,  but 
now  they  are  not  so  plenty.     Tiie  majority  of  seals  killed 
the  last  few  years  liav(^  been  yoiiu^"  males  two  and  three  years  old.     I 
have  killeil  a  few  old  l)iiHs,     They  were  not  plentiful  when  I  first  bejjan 
to  hunt,  then  they  got  plenty,  and  now  they  are  m^arly  all  gone.     Fe- 
male ami  male  .seals  look  the  same  in  water,  iinh^ss  it  ho,  an  old  bull, 
which  I  can  tell  by  its  bigness,  ami  I  slioit  everytliitig  that  comes  near 
the  canoe.     Seal  used  to  be  plentiful, l»ut  now  they  mo,  nearly  all  gone. 
Thev  are  too  much  hunted  bv  the  white  nu'u  with  .schoon- 
ers.     Jlave  ueverkiiown  any  pups  tol)e  bov  Tithe  water  '     " 

oron  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska  or  llritish  Columbia,  and  I  don't  know 
where  they  are  born.     I  don't    know  of  any  fur-.seal 
hauling  uj)  on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska  or  British    ,,,f;";i;;;'li'''''''' ''"'' 
Columbia,  and  I  don't  know  where  they  do  haul  up. 

iii.i 
Jamks  X  Klonacket. 

lllUI'ti 

Witnes.s  to  his  mark: 
A.  W.  Lavi:m)i;k. 
II.  K.  Gould,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  May,  lcS03. 

A.  W,  LavKiNdhii, 
United  Ulates  Treasury  Ayent. 


i 
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Jh'poHition  of  Edicant  Maitlnml,  ncdhr. 

PKLAOIO   SKALINCi. 

Edward  Muitlaiid.  hrinji-  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  was  boi  ii 
ill  ISi'itisli(!oliiiiil>iii.  I  reside  now  in  New  Met  la  Ua  lit  la.  Ani.'U  vcarsojd. 
I  liave  been  a  liiinter  all  my  life.  Ilnve  limited  s<>al  in 
a  eaiKie;  my  l<)d<>'e  was  on  Diindas  Island,  and  I  liiinted 
ill  <^>iieeii  Charlottes  Sound  and  Dixoiis  JOiitraiMM-.  Always  used  tin*  sliot- 
;;iin  lor  taking;' seal.  Alxuit  ")(>  per  eeni  of  tlie  seals  siiot  with  siiot^un  are 
lost.  .M(>st  of  the  seals  taken  l»y  me  have  been  femah^s 
iiiah'irliiVl'n '"'''' ''  with  pup.  I  have  never  taken  a  bi};'  bull  in  my  life.  Have 
killed  small  bulls  and  s(Miie  yearlinji's.  Itmakes  iiodil- 
lereui'dfaseal  is  a  male  or  female;  we  shoot  evervthinj;'  that  eonies  near 
enough.  I  have  nevj'r  known  any  pups  to  be  born  in 
th(^  water,  or  on  the  land  on  the.  (Miast  around  this  part 
«>f  Alaska.  1  have  never  known  any  fur-seal  to  haul 
up  on  the  land  anywhere!  in  Alaska.  1  have  never 
si'en  any  fur-seal  around  Annette  Island  anywhere. 

Kdwawi)  Maitlani). 

VV^itness  to  his  si^iiiature: 
.1.  M.  I'OTTKK. 

Siibseribed  and  sw«)rn  to  belbre  me  this  loth  day  of  May,  lSl,)i;. 

A.  W.  liAVKNDKrt, 

United  IStoicH  Timaunj  Af/vnt. 


\ 


Nci  |irl;i;:ii'  liilill. 


I)ii  mil   liiiiil    ii|i  III! 
AhlMKilll  rcillMl. 


DepoNitum  of  Frederick  M((soii,  .sealer. 

I'KLAGH!   Sr.ALlNG. 

T-'rederielv  Mason,  boiiif''  duly  swcu'ii,  deposes  and  says:  1  am  .12  years 
old.    Was  born  in  IJritish  ( "olumi)ia,  and  now  reside  at  N«'w  Metlakahtla. 

^Viii  a  hunter  by  occupation;  have  hunted  liir  seal  ill 
■,x|i(iiiiue  canoes  since  I  was  a  i)oy.     The  seal  tirst  make  tluur 

aitpearance  in  March  oil'  Prince  of  Wales  islaini,  and  leave  about  the 
middle  of  June.  My  hunting'  Iodj>'e  has  alwayLs  !.)(>  n  on  Nicholas  Bay, 
and  I  lia\e.  hunted  in  Queen  (Jharlotte  Sound,  i)i.V'»ns  Entrance,  and  oil' 
IMince  of  Wales  Island.     1  always  use  the  sb<vi;^un  for  taking  seal,  and 

lose  about  25  jier  cent  of  what  i  shoot.  The  seals  killed 
kiii.'d.''""  '''■"'"'''  by  nie  were  about  lialf  males  and  half  females.     Have 


liiiliscriiiiiiiatt'  kill- 

after  it  is  dead. 


killed  but  one  old  bull  in  my  life.  1  have  killed  (piitea 
number  of  yearling  seals,  but  never  examined  them  as 
to  sex.  ICverything  that  eomes  near  the  boat  in  sliai)e 
of  a  seal  is  shot;  I  <'au  not  tell  the  sex  ()f  a  seal  till 
There  are  not  near  as  many  hunters  hunting  seal  as 
there  used  to  be,  for  tin;  seal  are  decreasing  very  fast.  1  know  be- 
cause I  am  hunting  seal  all  the  time.  There  are  too  many  schooners 
hunting  seal  otf  the  I'riuce  of  Wales  Island  and  Dixons  Kntranee  and 
if  they  are  not  stopped  they  will  soon  be  all  gone.  I 
have  never  seen  a  puj*  born  in  the  water,  nor  have  I 
ever  heard  of  a  pui>  being  born  on  the  land  around 
this  part  of  Alaska.  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  a 
fur-seal  beinj;  hauled  u^)  on  the  land  anywhere  in  this 


Prutuctioii. 


No  peliigiu  bii'lli. 


TAKKN    IN   OR    NKAR    DIXON    KNTRAXCK. 
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part  of  Aliiskii,  nor  do  I  hclicvc  tliat  old  tahli>  that  is      Do  noi  haul  up  ..n 
told  by  Hoini' of  tlir  old  iiu'ii  lliat  liir  seal  once  did  liani   """'' 
up  Itcrt',  or  any  otlicr  jtart  of  Alaska  outside  of  tlu^  St-al  Islands.    I  think 
if  tlio  schooiii'rs  wen*  pi'ohil)ll«'d  tVoni  taking'  seal,  tlicy  woidd  brconic 
pK'ntiliil,  as  tlaiy  were  years  ajjfo. 

FuioDKUicK  X   Mason. 

iDurk, 

NN'itncs.s  to  his  mark: 
Dy.Vll)  Lkask. 
A.  W.  l,Avi;.M)Ki{. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  belbre  mo  this  l(»th  day  of  May,  !S{)l». 

A.  \\ .  1>avi;m>ki{, 
i'liitiil  Shitrs    Tndsiirjf  Aijiiit. 


Dcptmliou  of  Aitins  Mill,  srahr. 
i  ELAOK;   SKALINCi. 


AnioH  Mill,  licinj;-  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  in  l>rit- 
isli  ('(»iund>ia;  I  am  about  "»(>  years  old,  and  now  reside  in  New  Mella- 
kahtla;  Inive  been  a  hunter  all  my  lilii^;  have  hunted  fur- 
seal  Iti canoes;  my  l()d};<!  is  on  Dundas  Island,  and  I  hunt  •^'"'""'"' 
otl"  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  in  (^ueen  (Jhai'lotte's Sound  and  Dixctn's  l'>n- 
rranc«';  have  always  used  tlu' shotgun  for  takinj;' seal;  al>out  !.''•  i>er  <;ent 
of  the  seals  I  shoot  with  shotj;iin  are  lost;  most  all  the 
seals  kille«l  by  nu'  have,  been  females  with  ]ni\)',  the  (VmXs  km .ri'. 
seal  huntinji"  commences  in  March  and  euds  about 
the  middle  of  June;  the  seal  are  constantly  «oin,n'  ^ri-nlti„ll. 
n(uth  during"  that  time;  1  shoot  all  seal  thatiiome  near 
the  boat,  regardless  of  sex;  have  never  killed  but  two 
old  bulls  in  my  life;  I  have  killtid  a  few  young  l>ulls, 
aiul  plenty  <d" yearling  seal;  never  examined  tJhem  as 
to  sex;  I  have  never  known  any  i)Uits  to  be  born  in  the     n, 


pliant 


Inilisc'i  iniiiiate  kill 


water  or  any  on  the  land  in  this  part  of  Alaska;  I  have 
never  seen  any  seal  hauled  <»nt  on  the  land  anywhere 
around  this  ])artof  Alaska;  I  have  seen  a  few  fur  seals 
in  the  wateis  near  Prnuie  of  Wales  Jsland  in  the 
months  of  May  and  .lune. 


|M'l:i;:i( 


liii'lli. 


I>ii  iiiil  iiaiil 


lii-* 


ii|i  og 


Amos  X  Mill 


iiiai'k, 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
David  Lkask. 

A.    \V.    liAVKNDKK. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nic  this  10th  day  of  iMay,  1SJ)2. 

A.  W.  FjAvkndkii, 
United  t:itatt's  Treaaury  Aycnt. 


',:.'■ 
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TESTIMONY 


Deposition  of  Maftltew  Morrin,  sealer. 

1M;LA(JIC   SKALINd. 

]\I)i(IIi('\v  Morris,  lu'liifj^  duly  sworn,  (lci»os('s  iiiul  says:  I  wns  born  at 
Kasaii  ami  am  2'J  ycais  old.  Am  a  liuiitcr  by  o('<;u]ia- 
tion  and  have  bunted  fur  seal  in  canoes  ofV  Prince  of 
Wales  lslnnd.  Always  use  tiu^  sbot^un  foi-  takinj;'  seal. 
1  lose  very  lew,  as  1  always  shoot  tliem  close  to  llie  boat. 
Shoot  everything'  that  conies  near  the,  b(»at  in  slia]>e  (»f 
a  seal,  ami  use  no  discrimination.  IMost  of  the  seals 
taicen  by  me  have  b<'en  cows  with  ])Ui>.  I'^irst  taken  th<! 
seal  olf  this  island  in  May.  Since,  the,  s<'hooners  have 
commenced  t(»  hunt  seal  they  an;  beconniiy  very  scarce 
and  the  Indians  have  to  go  a  long  ways  to  get  the  few 
that  they  do.  I  liav«'  never  known  any  pups  to  be  born 
in  the.  water,  or  any  fur-seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  in 
this  ])art  of  Vlaska.  I  have  nev<'r  seen  any  fur-seal  in 
til*'  water  anywhere  around  in  the  iidaml  waters  of 
Alaska.  I  think  all  the  schooners  ought  to  bestojtped 
catching  seal,  so  the,  Indians  could  catch  them  again. 

his 

Matthkw  X  Moiaiis, 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
,1.  M.  Pot  IKK. 
A.  W.  L,\vi;m)f-u. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  belbio  me  tliis  JMh  day  of  May.  l<St)2. 

A.  VV.  liAVKNDKi;, 

UnHcd  States  Treasurij  AijeHt. 


IiuliMriiiiiniiii'  kill- 

MohIIv  iHcuiiiinl  ll'- 
iiiuli'H  tiiki  n. 

Miuiiiliiiii. 
rkciciisi'. 

Xii  inliiyii^  liiitli. 
I)i>  not  liiiiil   up  on 

I'l'Mldl  idll. 


AiUenturf. 


Deposition  of  Dan   Xathlan,  seater. 

IMCLACiK!   «10Ar<IN(>. 

Dan  N'atblan,  being  duly  sworn,  de])oses  and   says:  T  was  born  (m 

(^ueeii  Charlottes  Island.     Am  L'."»  years  old  and  now 

KxiHri.Muo.  resideat  ilowkan.    Am  a  hunter  by occu|>alion.     Have 

hunted   fur  seal   since  I   was  a  boy.     This  is  the  first 

year  I  e\er  hunted  on  a  schooner;  am  now  on  tlM'  sclnxmer  A<(- 
rentinr.  When  1  was  a  boy  I  hunted  seal  in  Dixon's 
Kntram-e  and  olf  (^)iu'en  Charl<»ttes  'slands.     Always 

hunted  during  AjHil  and  IMay.     In  .luiie  the  seal  all  leave,  going  north. 

Have  always  used  the  shotgun  for  taking  seal.  Sometimes  I  lose  two 
and  sometinu's  three  seal  out  of  ten  I  shoot.    About  one- 

with  pnp.  Have  taken  a  very  few  yearlings.  Onc(^  in 
a  while  I   take  an  old  bull,  but  not  often.     Tiu^  mah^  seals  that  I  have 

kille<l  are  two  and  threes  years  old,  1  think.  We  shoot 
i„J,"'""'' ''"'""•*"  '*'"•   everything  that  comes  near  the  canoe,  regardless  of  sex. 

The  sex  can  not  be  tohl  in  the  watei'  unless  it  be  an  old 
bull.     The  last  four  or  rive  years  seal  have  been  growing  scarcer  (ivery 

year, owing,  Ithiidc.totoo  manywliitenn'nhuntingseals 

in  schooners  off  Queon  Charlotte  Islands  and  in  Dixons 


Ocoiciiso. 


TAKKX    IN    on    NKAK    DIXOX    KNTHANCE. 
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s  born  at 
<»c(;ii|)ji- 
Piiiicc  of 
<iu<X  seal, 
tlu!  boiif. 

Sllil])('  of 

Hn'  soils 
iikcii  t,ii(! 

«'IS    llilVC 

y  s(';ii(M' 
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\!/<'iit. 
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y 


Entrance.     I  think  if  the  seliooners  are  not  prohibited      Proiwium. 

from  iiiiiitiii;;' seal  they  will  soon  become  as  seaice  as  thei 

sea  otter  now  is.    TJiere  have  only  been  two  seal  killed  by  the  fonr  canoes 

hnntiiifi'  olf  ('a|>e  Mn/on  this  season,  which  shows  i)laiidy  enon^h  that 

the  seal  are,  most  all   lione.     I  havt;  never  seen  any      ,.      ,    .  ,.  , 

jtnp  seal   l)orn   in  the  water  or  on  the  land  anywhere- 

aronnd  liritish  ( 'ohniibia or  Alaska,     llavenever seen 

any  fnr  seal  liani  up  on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska,    J,'",""''  '"'"'  ""  "" 

or  Biitish  dolinnbia,  oi'  on  (^neen  Oharlottes  Islands. 

lllH 

Dan  X  Natulan. 

murk. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  May,  1S0L'. 

A.  \V.    liAVKNOKH, 

United  StdJc.s  Tnamiry  Af/oit. 


lOxiicriiiLi  !•. 

liist  of  March 

Minniliiiii. 

Unit'    iiic'^tiiiinl    fn- 


Dpcifiise. 


Deposition  of  'Joseph   Neisiihaitic,  sealer. 
i»Ei-A(ii(;  sj;Ar-iN(r. 

Joseph  Neishkaitk,  beinj;'  duly  sworn,  de])oses  and  says:  I  was  bori 
in  Briti.ii  Columbia;  am  (>(•  years  <>I(l,  and   in>w  reside 
at  Xcnv  Melakahtia;  am  a  hunter  by  occn])ation;  have 
hunted  fur  seal;  hunt   in  Dixons  lMitran<*e  and  (^Mu'en 
Charlotte  Sound.     The  seal  nndie  their  app<'arence  th* 
and  disapi)ear  the  Isl  of  ,Iun(s  and   1   hunt  tiiem  dur 
inj;  that  time.     Use  the  shotgun  foi'  takinj;'  sejil,  and 
lose  about  25  ])er  cent  of  those  1  shoot.     Tliink  about  „„Ii,:'J',ak''.Ti~ 
half  of  the  seals  taken  by  me  have  been  cows  with  pup; 
the  rest  are  yeailiui^s  and  younii'  males  two  and  thre«^  y«'ars  old.     Have 
never  seen  an  old  bull  in  my  lite.     !']\  ervthiu";  is  killecl      ...     ...,.,, 

.,       .  ,,  .'         ,  .      ■  ,         i«-  Iiiilisfiiinmatc  kill- 

that  coiru's  near  the  canoe  ii;  siinjteoi  a  .seal.     We  can-    inn. 

not  tell  a  male  from  a  fema'^  in  the  water.  »Se;il  ar(^ 
not  near  as  plenty  as  they  nscd  to  be;  too  many  hunt- 
ers are.  (latching  them  unci  itidisciiminately  killing  them.  I  have  never 
known  any  pu])s  to  be  born  in  thi^  water  or  on  the  land  around  this 
part  of  Alaska.     F  am  a  \erv  ohI  man,  an<l  I  have  never      »,      ,•,,., 

'  1  1        ,.       I     .  ■  ,  '  1       /.  No  polneic  birth. 

even    herd  or.     j    nave  never  heard   ot  or  seen   any 

seal  haiih'd  u])  on  tluM'oast  of  Alaska  anywhere.    Have     „      .^    , 

'■  ,.  1   •      ii  ,  14  i)'i  'i"t  haul  up  oD 

never  even  seen  any  lur-.seal  in  the  waters  around  An-  coa-st. 
nette  ^'>ind  or  in  any  of  the  inland  wat.'rs.     I  tliink  if     i.r„t,.,  tion 
the  i5v,*V/Oners  were  prohibited  from  taking  .seal  they 
would  become  plentiful  again. 

his 

Josi.rii  X  Xkjsiikaitk. 

mark. 

Witnesse  to  his  mark: 
David  Li;ask. 

A.    \V.    liAVIONDini. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  lOtli  (hiy  of  May,  1S02. 

A.    \\  .    liAVKNDKt}, 
United  IStutes  Treasury  Agent. 


■■£: 


«« 
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TESTIMONY 


Deposition  of  Ntlcia  till,  scaler. 


PELAGIO   SEALING. 


'J' 


Migration. 


NtkLi-ali,  beins'  (Inly  sworn,  {le])oses  and  says :  I  was  bon  at  Howkan. 
„  Am  very  old;  about  <!(>  years  old.     I  have  been  a  hun- 

ter  all  my  life.    Have  hunted  iur-seal  every  season 
since  I  Mas  old  enough,  in  a  «anoe.    The  seal  always  come  here  before 
the  birds  bej^in  to  sinj«'  very  much,  and  they  are  all  gone 
when  the  sabnon  berries  get  ripe,  which  I  think  is  be- 
tween the  months  of  March  and  July.     Have  used  a  Hudson  IJay  shot- 
gun since  I  can  remember  for  taking  seal.     I  very  rarely  lose  a  seal, 
because  I  shoot  them  close  to  the  boat.     I  think  about 
iiaVril'iiIai'^s"  '""'^    half  the  seals  taken  by  me  are  females  with  ])ui>.     Have 
never  taken  but  a  few  old  bulls  in  my  life.     Have  taken 
a  good  many  yearlings,  but  never  examined  them  as  to  sex.    AVhen  I 
was  a  young  man  seals  wore  much  more  plentiful  than  they  are  now. 
The  last  three  years,  since  the  schooners  began  hunting  seals,  they 
have  become  very  scarce.    It  is  hard  for  the  Indians 
to  get  any  ndw,  and  this  year  they  nave  killed  but  two. 
About  the  time  the  wild  ^ccso  are  Hying  north  the  seals  are  mostplen- 
tilul.     I  can  not  tell  the  dilleience  between  a  male  and  a  female  seal  in 
the  w  ater,  and  I  shoot  evijry  seal  that  comes  near  the 
cane  e.    1  think  if  the  schooners  are  not  stoi)ped  from 
hunting  seal  the  seal,  like  the  sea  otter,  will  soon  be 
all  gone.    I  have  never  known  or  heard  of  pups  being 
born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  anywhere  in  British 
Columbia.  (Jueen  Charlotte  Islands,  or  Alaska.    I  have  never  known 
or  heard  of  fur-seal  hauling  up  on  the  land  anywhere 
"''  ""'f  '"'"'  "I in  British  Columbia,  Queen  Charlotte  Islands,  orAlaska. 

CO  I"-!  /    *-  ' 

Ktkla-ah  (his  X  mark). 
Witnesses  to  his  niaik: 

A.  W.  liAVKNDElt, 

J  I.  II.  Could,  Intvrprefer. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  iL'th  day  of  May,  ISOli, 

A.  \V.  IiAvi;M)i;iJ, 
UniU'd  kSlates  Treusury  Atjent. 


DopreaHf. 


IiKlisd'iiiiinntt'  kill 

iiiK. 


>.'ll  )  clllKir  l)il  til. 


II 


DepoHHion  of  Veter  0/.s«h,  J'nr  hunter. 
PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Peter  Olson,  being  duly  sworn,  deimses  and  says:  1  was  born  at 
,  llowkan,  and  have  lived  at  Kasan  since  1  was  a  boy. 

,xpm<ii.c.  Have  been  a  hunrer  all  my  life.    Have  never  hunted 

fur-seal;  always  hunted  on  the  land;  a.  great  many  of  onr  people  hunt 
fur  seal  ahuigthe  coast  of  I*rinc«!  of  Wales  Islands  and  out  in  Dixon's 
Entrance.  1  have  never  seen  any  fur-seal  anywh.  .  in 
the  inland  waters,  n'»r  have  I  ever  heard  of  any'ri'nug 
around  the  inland  waters  of  this  part  of  Alaska.  I  have 
never  known  of  any  fur-seal  pup  to  be  born  in  thts  vatef 
or  haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska,  Tlie  In- 
dian fur-seal  hunters  of  my  people  all  tell  nie  that  the  fur-seal  nro  bO' 


Xrvrr  seen  fur  seal 
in  iiilanil  wattrM. 


Do  not  1 
LiikI. 


ml    ii|i   III) 


*.* 


i.1*^  -i 
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coniinf;  vrry  scarce.    Too  iiiaiiy  white  men  are  killings  tliein  all  the  time, 

and  tliev  kill  cows  with  inii)  as  well  as  other  kinds.     I      „ 

am  the  chief  of  my  i)eoj)le,  and  they  all  ti'll  me  what 

they  know.     If  the  schooners  were  stoi»i»(>d  hunting  seal,  they  would 

become  i)lenty  once  more,  and  uiA'  i)eo])le  would  i-et 

plenty  once  more,  and  they  need  them  very  much. 

TeTEU    X    ()L80N. 

mark 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

J.  M.  I'OTTKK. 

A.  VV.  Lavkndhr. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  1.S92. 

A.  \V.  Lavendku, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Jack  Shiirky,  scaler, 
pelagic  sealing. 


Jack  Shu(!ky,  being  duly  sworn,  (h'poses  and  says:  Was  born  in 
Shfikan;  am  a  liunter  by  occupation;  have  hunted 
seal  in  summer  time  and  bear  in  winter  since  I  was  a  ^'='i"^''ii'i<c. 
boy;  have  always  hunted  seal  oft"  Prince  of  Wales  Islands  in  my 
(•anoe.  Shotgun  and  rifle  are  used  by  me  for  taking  seal.  About  L'.l 
per  cent  are  lost  when  shot  Avith  the  shotgun  and  more  are  lost  when 
sln)t  with  rifle.  The  majority  taken  are  females  with 
pup.  Once  in  awhile  an  old  bull  is  taken,  but  very  sel- 
dom. A  few  snuill  yearlings  are  taken,  but  not  many. 
All  seal  ;■?(  ViHod  that  come  near  the  boat.  I  never 
stop  to  ifMi>i(ier  whether  it  is  a  male  or  fenuile, 
but  Icil"  i*^  :^ii  if  I  can.  Since  the  scho(mers  have 
liuiite  '.'I  -ft'  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island  the  seals  have  become 
scarce,  ai^i  if-  is  hard  for  the  Indians  to  get  any  in 
caih>«'s.  In  Ibv  ;« r  times  they  used  to  get  ])leiity. 
Xever  known  ol  i)Ui)s  being  born  in  the  water  (►r  any- 
where in  this  jiart  of  Alaska.  Have  never  known  of 
seal  hauling  up  on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska,  nor 
iiave  I  ever  seen  any  fur-seal  iii  the  inland  waters 
between  this  place  and  Wrangel  Island.  If  the 
sciio<mers  are  aUowecl  to  hunt  seal  any  longtu-  the  seal 
w  ill  soon  all  be  gone.    That's  all  I  have  to  say. 


Majority    takon 
preguant  leiiiales. 


IiidisiTiniitiato  kill- 
injr. 


DcciTaso. 

No  i)i)la(iic  biith. 

Dii  nut  liaiil  up  on 
laiiil. 

Ho  not  t'ltMiUfiit  ill- 
laud  watirs. 

I'i'otectiun. 


Jack 


his 

X    SlIUCIvY. 

luai'U. 


\\  ii,,'    i  to  his  mark: 
,;.  \I.  P()iri;i{. 
A.  VV.  Lavendek'. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  l)efore  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  IStates  Treasury  Ayent. 
2710— VOL  II lU 
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TESTIMONY 


'  i  ' 


»     I 


Dcpofiition  of  Aaron  Simson,  scaler. 

PKLAGin   SKAT-lN<r. 

Aaron  Simsoii,  boiii}?  duly   sworn,  deposes  and  says:    T  rosido  at 
^Vrangel  and  am  22  years.     J  have  hunted  seal  some  olf  (^ueen  Char- 
lotte's I  shin  d;  always  use  8lM)ti'un  and  ritle.     Most  of 

Exporifiieo.  ,,  ij.ii  -ii  t  ii 

the  seal  taken  by  nie  were  cows  with  ])n]).     In  all  my 

••  ^'"r"\-.i  Jl""""""'^  triiveliiiff  around  in  the  waters  of  southeastern  Ahiska, 

1  liave  only  seen  one  fur-seal  in  my  life.     I  liave  never 

>o iMiiijtio imtii.      ^^.p^^  j^j.  ]nijj|.,|  (jC  |)„p  seals  iH'inff  born  in  the  water  or 

anywhere  in  Alaska;  nor  have  1  ever  seen  oi'  heard  of  fin -seals  haulinj; 
...  up  (HI  the  land  in  any  iiart  of  Alaska.     I  think  that  all 

T)o  not  haul  up  on        '  .  x-  i         i  i  i  j.  i  j.i  i 

Alaskan  rouMt.  pelagic  Seal  huntiuji'  shonld  be  sto]>ped  so  the  seal  ean 

rriit.Mtion.  become  ])lpntifiil  ap;ain,  for  now  the  seal  are  so  scarce 

that  tlu^  1 ;  V  r>'is  "an  catch  but  very  few,  where  in  olden 

AAUON   SlMSON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  l<St)L'. 

A.    W.   liAVKlSDEK, 

United  Statcfi  Tremury  Ayvni. 


J)exwHHion.  of  George  Sladtlia^  ehief  of  the  ITi/ihi  lii(liun.s  and  .scaler. 

PELACHC   SKAI.TNG. 

(icorjie  Sknltka,  b(unf>'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at 
Ilowkan  and  have  lived  there  sdl  my  life.  I  am  chief  of  the  llyda 
Indians;  am  about  ')(>  years  old.  Am  a  hunter  by  occupation.  Have 
hunted  fur  sesil  since  I  was  about  20  years  old.  VV^e  commence  huntinj;- 
when  the  j^eese  be<>in  to  lly  iind  hunt  for  a  month  and  a.  half.  The 
jieese  commence  to  lly  about  the  last  of  Ajuil.  I  have 
always  use<l  a  shotjiun  lor  taking  seal.  I  hise  pretty 
near  half  of  the  seal  that  I  kill.  Always  shoot  every- 
thiiu>;  that  comes  near  tlie  boat  in  sha])e  of  a  seal,  re- 
{iiirdless  of  sex.  1  think  about  three  feniiiles  with  puj) 
out  of  every  ten  killed.  1  kill  lots  of  yeiirlinji-  seals,  but 
never  examined  them  as  to  sex.  Xever  shoot  any  (dd  bulls,  although  I 
liave  seen  a  good  nmiiy.  There  are  no  seal  left  now; 
they  are  most  all  killed  olf.  The  last  ten  years  th(^  seal 
have  be«'n  decrciising  very  fast,  ever  since  the  white  men  with  s<'hooners 
began  to  hunt  them*.  Have  never  seen  any  fur  seal 
born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  anywhere  in  IJritish 
Columbia  or  Alaska.  Have  never  seen  or  heard  of  any  fur  seal  rook- 
eries in  British  Columbia  or  Alaska.  All  the  hunters  went  out  hunting 
tliis  season,  and  returned  home  discouraged,  only  catching  two  fur- 
seals.    The  fur-seal,  like  the  sea-otter,  are  all  gone. 

liis 

Geokgk  X  Skultka. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
A.  W.  Laaendku. 
H.  11.  Gould, 

Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  May,  1S92. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  iStatcs  Treasury  Ayent. 


Expericncp. 

TnilisiriMiiiiiilc  kill- 
ing:. 

Tii'unant      fcnialrs 
killnl. 


IN'cnilsc. 


Is'd  |)rla?;i('  liiiili. 


TAKEN   IN    Oil   NEAR   DIXON   ENTRANCE. 


2'Jl 


Deposition  of  William  G.  Thomas,  fisherman. 


PELAGIC!   SEALING. 

WilliiUii  (\.  Tlioiiias,  bciiiydnly  sworn,  di'posos  nnd  says:  ITavo  lived 
ill  southeastern  Alaska  the  last  eleven  yeans,  seven  of  wliieh  1  n'sided 
at  Fort  Wranjiel.  IlavebeiMi  eiifjajied  in  the  fisliinj;  business  a  number 
of  years.  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  any  fur  seal 
being  seen  in  any  of  the  inland  waters  of  Alaska,  nor 
have  [  ever  known  of  or  seen  any  fur  seal  haule<l  u|)on 
the   land  in  any  part  of  Alaska.     Have  employ<'d  a 


PIxiMTirnco. 

Nfvcr  liciiril  oC  fur 
seal  in  inliiiiil  wMtir-i. 


<ji-eat  many  Indian  tisherinen,  and  had  there  been  a  fur-   hal^|lillg^",^MiVn!lsl.''' 
seal  r<»okery  in  any  part  of  the  Alaskan  coast  1  should 
certainly  have  heard  of  it. 

Wm.  G.  Tiio^ias. 

Subscribed  and  swoni  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  lStl2. 

A.  \V.  Lavendek', 
United  States  Treasury  Atjenf, 


Deposition  of  George  Usher,  sealer. 


PELAGIC   SEALING. 


OeorfTC  Usher,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  iind  says:  T  was  born  in 
IJritisii  Columbia.     I  am  .57  years  old,  and    reside  at 
Xew  >retlakahtla.     [  have  been  a.  hunter  all   my  life.      Kxperimce. 
I  was  one  of  the  first  to  hunt  fur  seals  amoii<;-  the 
Tsimpsliens,  and   have    hunted  seal    ever  since.     I   always   hunt   in 
canoes.     My  hunting  i)lace  has  always  been  oft  Diindas  Island.     Have 
iiunted  in  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  Dixons  I']ntrane(%  ami  off  IMince 
of  Wales  Island,     I  have  always  used  the  shot<;un  for  taking  seal.     I 
think  I  generally  lose  about  7r»  per  cent  of  the  seals  shot  with  shot- 
gun.    ^^ost  of  tin'  seals  taken   have  been  cows  with 
puj).     1  have  taken  but  a  veiy  few  old  bulls.     I   have 
killed  plenty  of  young  males,  and  have  taken  (piite  a 
iiuinber  of  yearlings,  but  never  examined  them   as  to 
sex.     I  always  shoot  ever.\  thing  that  comes  near  the   """' 
boat,  reganlless  of  sex.     Wo.  use  no  discrimination.     Last  year  theic^ 


.Nfiistly  prcgiiiiiit  Ic 
inalis  tiikni. 


Iniliscririiiiiati'  kill- 


No  p('lii;;ic  '  'rill. 


seemed  to  be  a  great  number  of  seals  on  my  old  hunting  grounds 
have  never  seen  any  i)ups  born  in  the  water.  The  seals 
at  this  time  of  year  are  always  going  noith.  I  have 
never  seen  any  fur-seal  hauled  up  on  the  rocks  any- 
where on  the  coast  of  this  part  of  Alaska.  I  have  never 
seen  any  fur-seal  anywhere  around  Annette  island. 


I 


I)i>  nut  li.iiil  lip  nn 
cDawt. 


IiIm 

GiX)RtlE  X    CSIIER. 
mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
David  Leask. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  May,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavendek, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 
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n 


Ajfidacit  of  Paul  Youug,  nvalcr. 

PELACilC   SEALING. 


w 

m 
S. 

I'M' 

f.wi 


li 


Migorit  y     t  a  k  «  ii 
pregiiuiit  loiiialiia. 

Iiiilisoriiiiiiiutu  kill- 
ing. 

DecreoHe. 


Paul  Young,  boiiig  duly  sworn,  (Icpo.ses  and  says:  T  was  born  at 

Kasaii,  an((  am  .'U)  years  old;  liaviUivtwl  iit  Kasan  all  my 

Expeniiicc.  jjf,,.  j^,,,   .^  imntor  by  oocupiitioii;  in  the  spring  and 

early   summer   I  hunt  fui'  seal   in  canoe.    Seal  make 

Migration.  their  appearance  otl'  I'j-ince  of  Wales  Islands  in  April. 

Always  use  shotgun  lor  taking  seal.     I  h)se  but  very  few  seal,  .as  I 

always  shoot  them  very  close  to  the  l)oat.     Most  of  the 

seals  1  have  killed  were  females  with  pup.    Oiu-e  in  a 

while  an  old  bull  is  taken.    I  use  no  discrimination  and 

kill  everything  tlmt  comes  near  the  boat  in  shape  of  a 

seal.     Seal  liave  been  (lisapi»earing  very  rapidly  the 

last  few  years,  and  it  is  hard  for  our  people  to  get 

them.    There  are  too  many  white  men  hunting  them  with  schooners  off 

Prince  of  Wales  Island.    1  have  never  seen  any  fur-seal  in  the  inland 

waters  of  this  part  of  Alaska,  nor  have  1  ever  heard  of  any  being  there 

from  tlu!  pe()i)le  of  my  tribe.     Have  never  known  anv 

Do  not  haul  up  on     ,.  ij.ii  1.1        1         i  1  r 

coast.  No  pelagic  tur-scal  to  haiu  up  ou  the  land,  nor  have  I  ever  seen  or 
''"''^''-  heard  of  pujjs  being  born  in  the  water.     I  think  the 

schooners  should  be  stopped  from  hunting  seal,  and 
tluiu  they  would  become  i)lcnty  again,  and  the 'Indians 
could  kill  them  again  as  they  used  to. 

his 

Paul  x  Young. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  nuu'k: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  flth  day  of  ^lay,  1SI)2. 

A.  \V.  Lavender, 
United  IStutcii  Treasury  Ayent, 


Protection. 


TESTIMOXY   TAKl'.N    AT    N'ICII()L\S    lUY    FROM    INDIANS 
WHILB  THEY  WERIi  HUNTING  FUR-SEAL. 


Deposition  of  Willidm  (^larl\  xfuler. 
PELAfJir!   SEALINO. 


T  was  horn  at 


William  Clarlv,  beiiis'  duly  sworn,  dcposi's  and  says 
Klin(juan  and  have  lived  tliero  ever  nincte;  have  liimted 
I'ur-seal  nine  years  in  J)ixons  Entrance  and  off  Prince 
of  Wales  Island,  in  and  between  March  and  June. 
The  seal  disappear  early  in  June,  goinji'  north.   I  always 
use  the  shotgun  for  taking  seal.     1  think  about  2~)  per 
cent  are  lost.    About  half  the  seals  killed  by  ine  have 
been  cows  with  i)up.    I  never  shot  but  two  old  bulls 
in  uiy  life.   Have  shot  a  few  yearling  seals.     The  young 
male  seals  I  have  killed  were  between  two  and  three  years  old,  I  think. 
The  last  live  years  fur  seal  have  been  growing  very 
s  -arce,  and  it  is  hard  to  get  any  now.    There  are  too     ^^'cr-iise. 
nniny  white  men  with  schooners   hunting  them  off  Dixons  Entrance, 
and  unless  it  is  stopped  the  seal  will  soon  be  all  gone.     Have  never 
known  or  heard  of  any  fur-seal  pups  being  born  in  tlie 
water  or  on  the  land  in  any  part  of  Alaska  or  British 
(3ohunbia.    1  liave  never  known  of  seal  to  haul  cmt  on 
the  land  anywhere  in  this  part  of  Alaska  or  Jiritish  Co- 
lumbia wherever  I  have  been. 


Kxpfi-ii'iird. 


Mi^^ntlioii. 


Oiielialf     killiul, 
0)ws  with  l)ii(». 


Pups  not 
water. 


born  iu 


Do  not  huni  ont  on 
laud. 


Ilia 

W1LLIA.M  X  Clakk. 

luui'k. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

J.  W.  POTTKK. 

A.  W.  Lavkndkr. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  lllh  day  of  ^Fay,  1S02. 

A.  W.  Lavkndki!, 
United  Ufates  Treasury  Atjeut. 


Deposition  of  Franl;  seahr. 


PELAGIC   SEALING. 


Frank,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  on  Queen 
riuirlotte's  Island,  and  am  now  a  very  old  man.     Don't  know  my  age. 
]  have  hunted  fnr-seals,  and  when  I  was  a  young  man 
there    were    lots    of   seals    around  Queen    ('harlotte     Kxpciionoe. 
Islands,  but  now  they  have  become  scarce.    The  hist 


2:)4 


TESTIMCNY 


r.: 


i«'.\v  tiiims  I  WHS  out  after  tlioin  1  did  not  sco  a  soal.  Tlioy  havo  boon 
yi'owiiij;'  scarcer  every  year  since  the  wliite  man  l»ej;an  linntin^i'  tlieni 
in  schooners.  I  always  hunted  seals  in  l)ix(»ns  ICntrance.  and  otf  Prince 
of  Wales  and  (^ih'en  ('harlotte  islands  in  Mar<!h  and  June.  The  seal 
disappear  in  .hme  towaids  the  north.  When  I  was  a 
yonn^'  man  the  Indians  used  the  spear  for  taking  seal; 
now  they  hav<'  learned  from  the  white  man  to  use  tlie  shotjiuii.  About 
three  out  of  ten  are  lost  that  are  shot.  I  think  the  schooners  (mght 
to  be  i)rohibited  from  hunting  seal,  so  the  Indians 
could  again  get  them  again.  Now  they  are  obliged 
to  go  a  long  way  in  the  canoes,  and  often  go  many  days  without  see- 
ing a  seal,  and  come  back  tired.  1  liave  never  known  of  pn])s  to  be 
born  in  the  wati>r  or  on  the  land  anywlu>re  around 
(Jueen  Charlotte  Islands  or  other  ])arts  of  British 
Cobimbia  and  Alaska,  where  J  have  bet'ii.  1  have  never  kn(»wn  any 
seal  to  h.aul  up  on  the  land  on  Queen  Charlotte 
^  ji)o  not  iiiiiii  up  on  Islands  or  any  part  of  British  Ccdumbia  or  Alaska; 
nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  any  seal  having  hauled  up 
anywhere  in  British  Columbia  or  Alaska. 

Frank  (his  x  mark). 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

J.  M.  POTTEll.  \^ 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1S02. 

A.    W.   LVVENDEK, 

United  /States  Treaaury  Aycitt. 


Migrution. 


I'rotuction. 


Nil  j)iliigic  birtli. 


,* 


Dcposilion  of  Luke  Franl;  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Luke  Frank,  being  duly  sworn,  dei)oses  ami  says:   T  \^as  born  in 

Jlowkan,  and  have  lived  there  all  my  life;  am  by  oc- 

Kxpeii.iKo.  eupation  a  hunter,  and  have  hunted  fur-seal  six  years 

of  my  life;  have  always  hunted  in  Dixons  Entrance 

and  ort"  Prince  of  Wales  Island  during  the  month  of  May  and  June 

each  year.     The  seal  all  disappear  about  the  lirst  of 

Misraii.PM.  ,liin(>,  goiug  tiortli.     There  are  seal  in  Dixons  Entrance 

in  March,  but  the  wincl  blows  so  hard  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 

hunt  them  in  canoes;  have  always  used  the  shotgun 

^?r"^'f Liu'it's"  ""  ***''  ^iil^'"g  ^♦'"l-  I  lO'"^*'  id)out  two  out  of  ten  that  I 
'"'""'"'  ""■""■  shoot.  I  think  tlie  seals  taken  by  me  are  about  half 
feaiales  with  pup,  and  the  rest  are  one  and  two  year  old  males  and 
yearlings;  never  examined  the  yearlings  as  to  sex.  I  can  not  tell  the 
sex  of  a  seal  in  the  water;  use  no  discrimination,  but  kill  everything 
that  comes  near  the  boat.  Since  the  white  men  have 
been  hunting  the  seal  witli  schooners,  they  have  be- 
come v«!ry  scarce  and  it  is  hard  for  the  Indians  to  get 
any  in  their  (ianoes.  And  all  seal  hunting  in  the 
waters  shiudd  be  stopi)ed  for  a  few  years  to  give  the 
seal  a  chance  to  become  plenty  again.    Never  knew  any  fur-seal  to 


IiiiliHi'iiiiiiiiatckill' 


Di'ircase. 
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be  l)(»ni  ill  tiu'  water  or  on  tlic  niiid  intMiiid   IJritisli   ,.      ,       ,,  , 
(Oluinbiit  or  Alaska.     >iover  knew  any  fur  seal  to  haul 
ii])  on  vlic  land  in  British  (Jolunibia  or  Aliiska.     Have  never  killed  an 
old  bull  in  my  life,  nor  have  1  seeu  one  the  last  lew  years. 

his 

Luke  x  Fkank. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  niaik: 

J.  M.  POTTEK. 

A.  W.  Lavender. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1802. 

A.    W.   LWIONDEK, 

United  IStutcs  Ircaauty  Aycnt. 


Di'imsliion  of  Kiiitj  Kashca,  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 


Mi"T:iti()ii. 


Kinp,'  Kaslcwa,  bcinjj  duly  sworn,  d('i>oses  ;ind  says:  T  was  born  at 
Howkan,  and  reside  there.    Have  lived  there  all  my 
life,  and  am  now  a  very  old  man;  about  0.1  years  oUI.      icxpuiknco. 
My  occupation  is  that  of  a  hunter.     Have  hunted  fur- 
seal  thirteen  years  or  more.     Have  always  hunted  tliein  in    Dixons 
Entrance  and  ort'  i'rince  of  Wales  Ishmd  between  March  and  rlune. 
Hunt  them  until  the  last  cf  May,  when  the  seal  dis- 
appear, goiiifi'  north.     I  always  use  the  shotgun  for 
killing  seal.     I  lose  ab(mt  four  out  of  ten  that  I  shoot.      i-iityiMi  (ciitkiii.d 
About  50  per  cent  of  the  seals  taken  are  cows  with  pup.  i"'»"'""  '■'•'""i'-^- 
Have  killed  a  few  ohl  bulls,  and  have  taken  a  few  yearlings  every 
season.     AV'e  can  not  tell  the  ditlerence  between  a  male 
and  a  female  in  the  water,  but  kill  everything  that  comes  .__>;"'i'*'>i"ii>iato  uiu- 
near  the  boat.     When  I  was  a  young  man  the  seal 
were  very  ])lentiful  around  here,  but  since  the  schooneis  began  hunt- 
ing them  they  have  become  very  scarce.     Tin*  white 
Imnter  destroyed  the  sea-otter  and  will  soon  destroy 
the  seal.     1  don't  like  to  see  the  schooners  around 
seal,  for  they  kill  everything  they  see,  and  unless  they 
lire  stopped  the  seal  will  soon  be  all  gone.    The  sea- 
olter  is  already  gone.     Have  never  seen  fur-seal  pups 
born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  in  British  Cohnnbiiior  Alaska.     Have 
never  seen  any  fur-seal  hauled  ui)  on  the  land  anywhere,  nor  have  I  ever 
heard  of  any  being  hauled  ux>  on  the  land  either  in  British  Columbia  or 
A  laska. 

Iii.s 

KiN(;  X  Kaskwa. 

lii:irk. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 

J.   M.   POTTKH, 

A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11  th  day  of  ^fay,  1S02. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  titates  Treasury  Aejcnt. 


here   hunting 

I'rotoctioii. 

Xo  i..'lagic  birlb. 
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•Mm  KciMDiii. 

SimIi'I';  ('\|ll'litlll'( 

Mif;i'iitiiiii. 


Jh'lHmriou  of  Jim   Kasanli,  scaler, 

rKLA(iI('   SEALING. 

Jim  Ivjisooli,  boiny'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  was  Itorn  at 
lldwkan  and  liav*^  lived  there  all  my  lile.  Am  aWoiit 
io  years  old.  I  am  hy  oeciipation  a  liuntei.  Have 
liunti'd  I'm'  seal  for  eij-lit  years.  Always  hunted  in 
Dixons  Knti'auce  and  olV  Prince  of  Wales  Islands  in 
]\Iay  and  .lune.     In  .June  tlu^   s(>al    all  ^o  up  north. 

They  come  in  March,  but  it  is  too  stormy  to  hunt  them.  1  always  usi; 
th(^  shotfi'tin  for  takinj^  seal.     Sometimes   I   lose  two 

^r^lZul'tLt.l^'''''    and  three  (uit  of  ton  that  I  shoot.     About  half  of  the 

pri'J;IitlIllttIll»\H>*.  t*ii        1  •  1  •!  M»  1*11 

seals  kdled  are  females  with  i)up.  Have  kiIhmI  some 
yoarliiifi"  seals,  but  never  killed  an  old  bull.  The  youn^  males  I  killed 
were  between  two  and  three  v«'ars  oh\.  Sc^ils  have 
been  yrowin.si' scarce  (he  last  live  years,  since  the  white 
man  bej-an  huntinj?  them  witli  schooners,  and  if  they  are  not  .stoi)i»Ml 
the  s«>ai  will  soon  be  all  j^one.  1  have  never  known  seal  i)nps  to  be 
born  on  the  land  or  in  the  water  in  this  i)art  of  Alaska.     1  iieviT  knew 


No  ]ie1nci(^  birth. 
I)o  not  liiiul  u|i  oil 
land. 


fur-seals  to  haul  out  anywhere  on  the  laud  in  Alaska, 
nor  have  1  evc^r  heard  of  any  being  lianhMl  out. 

his 

Jim  X  Kasooii. 

iiiiirk. 


\Vituos.ss  to  his  mark: 
A.  W.  Lavkndku. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  tliis  lltli  day  of  IVFay,  1S02. 

A.  W.  Lavkndkk', 
United  iStates  Treasury  Ayvnt. 


T>ei)osHion  of  Robert  Koolo,  sealer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Robert  Kooko.  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  in 

Victoria,  Jiritish   ('oluiid)ia;  nu)ved  from   Victoria  to 

Experionco.  Howkau,  Alaska,  wlieu  I  was  a  small  boy.   Have  hunted 

fur-seal  for  three  years  in  Dixons  Entranceand  oflTrince 

of  Wales  Island  in  the  mouth  of  May.    The  seal  all  leave  there  by  the 

first  of  .lune;  think  they  go  north.     I  have  used  the 

spear  and  shotgun.    When  a  seal  is  struck  with  a  spear 

we  never  lose  him.    About  oO  per  cent  are  lost. when   shot  with  a 

shotgun.    The  majority  of  seals  taken  by   me  were 

Majority takonpreg-  f,>,„f,ies  witli  piMt.  '  Ilave  taken   some  yearling  seals, 

naiit  ftnialca.  •        i    ii  .  tt  i  -ii     i 

but  never  examined  them  as  to  sex.  Have  killed  one 
or  two  old  bulls  in   my  life.     The  males  1  have  killed  have  been 

one  and  two  years  old,  I  think.  I  kill  everything  that 
ill"" decrc-ase'.''"' ^'"    (^oKiP''^  i'^'i>i'  the  canot!,  regardless  of  sex.    S(^al  have 

be(u)me  very  scarce  the  last  three  years,  and  what  few 
there  are  are  very  wild  aiuV  hard  to  get  at.    I  think  the  reason  that 

seal  ha\'e  become  scarce  is  that  thev  are  hunted  too 


Migration. 


No  pelagic  birth. 


much  and  too  many  females  killed  with  pup.     I  have 
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never  known  iiny  imi]).s  to  )u' born  in  tUo  Wiitor.     Have  ncvi'i' known 
iinv  fnrseiil   to  liiinl  ont  on  the  lainl  iinvwlieie  iii<»nn(l      ,.      .  ,     , 

.1  •■  1       »■     t  I       1  r  i.1  •     1      ii  1        ■  I         111  III!  not    liaiil   ii|i  nil 

tins  part  ot  Ala-^ka.     I  tlinik  the  schooners  slionhl  he    \:,„>i. 
])rohilnte(l  tioni  hnntinj;  seal  oil'  Priniu;  of  Wales  is-      i.,,,!,.  tion 
land  so  they  can  l)eeo;ne  plenty  ayain. 

l.iH 

IkOlJKIM'   X    Ko(»K(). 

III. II  k. 

Wilnessto  his  nnirk: 
.1.  .M.  J'oTTKU. 
A.  VV.  I/AVKNOKR. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nie  this  llth  day  oC  May,  1S!)2. 

A.  \V.  Lavkmdkk*, 
United  Statcx  Treamtry  Aijnit. 


Dim 


DcpoHitlon  of  (Iharh'H  Martin,  Ncaler. 

TELAdlO   SKALINd. 

('harles  Martin,  beinj;  dnly  sworn,  dt^jtoses  and  says:  I  was  born  at 
Klininnin  and  reside  there;  am  .'{(►  years  old,  and  my 
oceniiatioii  IS  tinit  ol   a   hunter.     Have   lninted   ini-- 
seal   ever    since  J    was    a    boy;   always  hunt  in    Dixons     lOntrance 
and    around     Prince   of    Wales    and    (i^ueen    <'harlotte's    islands.      I 
use  the  shotfjnn  for  takin;*'  seal.     About  oO  jx'r  cent 
are  lost  that  are  sh()t  with  the  shotgun.     About  half  wilrim  Is'''"'''''""'' 
of  the  seals  killed  by  me,  I  think,  were  (!ows  with  puj). 
Have  never  killed  an  old  bull,  but  have  killed  a  few  yearlinjjs  in  my 
life.    Never  examined  the  latter  as  to  sex.     Since  the  white  man  with 
schooners  has  been  hunting'  seal  they  have  been  j-row- 
ing-  scarcer  every  year,  and  unless  they  are  stopped 
the  seal  will  soon  be  all  gowG.    The  liulians  now  have  to  go  a  long  way 
and  suffer  great  hardsnips  in  order  to  get  any.     I  have      ^,     ,    .  ,.  , 

I  V  I  ill-      J.1  i.  ^o  ipclagii;  liirth. 

never  known  any  tui  seal  i)ups  to  l>e  born  in  tin;  water 

or  on  the  land  around  this  part  of  Alaska  or  British  Columbia.     1  have 

never  known  any  seal  to  haul  out  on  the  land  anv- 

wherc  around  this  part  of  Alaska  or  Hritish  Columbia,  la.ul'. ""' '"'"' '""  "" 

and  I  never  heard  of  any  hauling  out  in  Alaska  or 

British  Columbia. 

liis 
CUARLES   X   MARXrv. 

iiiai'U. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

J.  M.    POTTEU. 

A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11  fh  day  of  ]May,  1S92. 

A.  W.  Lavendek', 
United  kStaten  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Katihtou,  scaler. 


pelagic  sealing. 


Nasliton, being  duly  sworn,  dei)oses  and  says:  I  was  born  at  Kas  aan; 
am  (»0  years  old;  and  have  been  a  hunter  all  my  life; 
have  hunted  fur  seal  outside  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island      nxpcrience. 
and  in  Dixons  Entrance  during  the  month  of  May  every 


n 
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P 


Miisi'itlliiii. 


DiMCi'iisc. 


yciii'  tor  11  \oUii  tinic.     Tlic  sen  I  lirsl  comt'  iiiln  Dixoiis  I'iiitriiiicc  in  March. 

Tlir  wriitlir;  isl)ii<l  tliiriii;;' t  iial  inoiilli,  ami  I  <lo  not  liiiiil 

tluMH  in  canoes.  'V\w  sciil  arc  constantly  (»n  the  move 
north.    Have  alwa>H  used  Hpcar  and  shot;;nn  i'oi- taking  seal.    None  I  h>Ht 

wlicM  !  nscd  spear.  AI)oMt  L'O  per  cent  are  lost  when 
,„;|;"  '"'"'""'*"'"'    killed  with  shot  J.  iin.  Ahont  liall'lhesi'als  taken  by  niear(^ 

cows  with  pup.  I  have  taken  a  lew  old  balls  in  my  life, 
bnt  not  many.  Ilavet.iken  t|nltea  number  olyearlin;^^.  The  male  seals 
taki'n  aie  between  two  and  three  years  old.     The  se\  of  the  seal  can  not 

l»e  told  in  the  water.  Ilnnters  nse  no  dis<-rimJnati(Mi, 
^^^hMii-,rn,mm.io  kill   ,,„,   ,.j,|  ..vrrylliln;;  they  can.     When   I   was  ;i  yonn^' 

man    seal    were  v«'ry    itlentifnl    oil'   I'rinci^   of    Wales 

Island  iuul  Dlxons  lOnliance,  but  since  the  srhonners  lia\('  be;;nn  hnnt- 

inj;'  seal  they  have  become  \ery  scarce,  and    Indians 

now  ai'c  obli;;«'d  to  yo   a  lonji'  ways  to  kill  any,  an<l 

sometimes  they  will  hunt  for  days  wit  Intntj-ct tiny' ai  seal.     I  have  nev«M' 

.  ,.       '    kn(»wn  anv  pups  to  be  boin  in  the  wateror  on  the  land 

'     "  anywhere  around  this   part  ol    Alaska  or  in    Hritish 

n>  mil   haul  upMii  Columbia.     Have  never  known  any  fur  seal  to  haul  up 

*'""'''■  on  the  land  anywlHM'e  in  Miitish  Columbiaoi-  Alaska. 

I  thinlv  that  all  sealin};  should  be  stopped  for  a  number  of  years,  so  that 

t!'C  s«>al  can  bec<une   plenty  aj;ain,  for  the  white  nnin 

has  almost  exterminated  the  seal. 

>«ASiiT<)t'  (his  X  mark). 
Witness  to  his  nnirk  : 
.1.    M.    PoTTKIJ. 
A.  W.    LAVKNDI'-H. 

Subs'-ribed  and  sworn  to  befoic  me  this  11th  day  of  >ray,  1S!)l}, 

A.  VV.  I>avkni)i;k'. 
Uititrd  Shiirs   Trvdsioij  A(jnit. 


riulcrlioll. 


Dt'posUlou  I)/'  Sinilli   Xatrli,  sidlcr, 

VFAjAHW,   Sl',Ar.lN(i. 

Smith  Xatch.  beinu'  duly   swcnn,  deposes  an<l  says:  T  was  borii  at 
Kas  aan  and  have  lived  theic  all  m.\  life,  and  am  now  a 
KNiM.i.uiv.  verycdd  man,  about  SO  y«'ars  old.     I(a\<'  itcen  a  hunter 

all  my  life.     Have  hunted  fur  seal  every  seasini  for  a 
yreat  nmny  yt'ars  in  Dixons  ICntrance.     When   1   was  a  small  boy  tur- 
scal  use<l  to  come  into  (Mareiici'  Straits,  but  it  has  been  a   i;()od   many 
years  now  since  any  tur-seal  have  seen  there.     Always  hunted  fur  seal 
between  March  and  June.     They  nndie  their  ai>i)ear- 
'"''"'"  anc(    in   March   in   Dixons  lOntrance,  but  at  that  tinm 

(»f  the  year  the  weatiier  is  so  bad  we  can't  hunt  them.  May  is  the  best 
lime  to  hunt  them,  because  the  weather  is  always  go;»d.  They  all  dis- 
appear in  .luue  and  .u'o  north  up  tiiecoast — 1  thiidc,  to  have  their  pups. 
\viien  1  was  a  boy  I  used  a  sh()t,iiun  for  takinj;-  seal,  bought  from  the 
Hudson  Ihiy  Company  at  Fort  Simpson,  and  have  always  used  a  shot- 
gun for  sealing.  I  think  ab<mt  two  out  often  seal  shot 
JiWswm'pup.'' '■'  "1^'  ^'''^t.  1  think  about  half  the  seals  killed  by  me  arc 
females  with  i)up.  1  think  there  are  a  few  more  males 
kille<l  in  Ai)ril  than  females,  but  in  May  there  are  more  feniales  killed, 
i  can  not  tell  a  nude  from  a  female  in  the  water,  and  it  makes  no  dift'er- 
cnce;  1  shoot  everything  that  eomes  near  the  eanoe  in 
imii8.inr..^au'kiii    shape  of  a  Seal.     Since  the  white  men  with  schooners 


iu 


bej^iiu  to  hunt  seal,  the  hist  tive  or  six  years,  seals  have 
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liocoiiK' very  si'iin-c.  immI  if   is  liiiid   lor  llic   liiilians  to  }H't  any  now. 
'I'licy  liiiv<>  to  ;;o  II  Ion;;  way  aiiW  limit  a  Ion;;'  linn'  in  onlcr  to  ;;<■! oiii^ 
or  two  seals, '.inil   niilfss  all   seal  liiinlin;;  is  sIo|(|m'(I  in  Mm  wiitn- tlir 
seal,   lik*'  tlic  sea  otter,  will  soon   he  all  ;;one.      liavt^ 
ne\i'r  known  any  |Hips  to  he  born  in  the  water  <M'  on  the.      •'*''"  i"!"^"  '''n'l. 
hindin  llritish  ( lolninhia  or  Alaska,  nor  liave  I  known      n<>  not  ii.iui  ii|>.,ii 
aiiy  seals  to  iiani  up  on  the  land  anywliere  in  liritisli 
Colunibia  or  Alaska. 

llH 

Smiiii  X  Natch. 

iiiiti'k. 

Witness  to  his  mark  : 
J.  M.  l*oTTi;i{, 
A.  VV.  Lavkni)i;i{. 

Subscribed  dud  sworn  to  bcifine  me  this  lltli  «lay  oI'May,  l.H!)ii. 

A.   \V.  liAVl'-NDKU. 

United  JStatot  Treasury  Ayvut. 
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Jkjiosidon  nf  Ahi'l  li'i/'in,  stahr. 

i'i',iw\(ii('  si;ai,!.\(K 

Abel  Ivyan,  beinjn'  duly  sw(nn,  deposes  and  says:   I  am  2'2  years  old 
Was  born  in  Ibilish  Oolnmbia  and  reside  on  Dnndas 
Island.     I   have   hunted  fur-seal  e,very  season  since  I      kxihimhk,. 
was  a  boy,  betwe(!ii  March  and  .Iiiiie.     Always  hunted 
in  Dixons  lOiit ranee,  ami  oil"  IMinee  of  Wales  Island.     'J'he  majority  of 
seals  taken  by  im^  have  been  females  with  pup.     Once 
in  a  ;;reat  while  r  catch  an  old  bull.     A   few  yearlin;is   „,;)i';.-'';;ilJ,  ,',;;JV''  '"' 
have  been  taken  and  the  majority  of  males  are  two  and 
three  year  olds.     Shot;;un   is  ex<'lusivcly  used  by  me  for  taking  seals. 
Ii<»se  about  UO  per  cent  of  those  killed  with  shot  K""-      i»,,.,..m,. 
Have  noticed  tlie  seal  are  mettin;;  scarce  the  last  few 
years.     The  cause  of  the  scarcity  is,  I  tliiiik,  too  many  schooners  hunt- 
in;;  them  oil"  J'rince  of  Wales  Island,  and  unless  they  arc  stopped  t  he  seal 
will  soon  be  all  aone.     f  have  never  known  or  lieai'd  of      ^.      ,    . 

iWji  born  i!i  the  water  or  on  the  land  any- 
where anuind  this  part  of  .\laska.     Ila\('  nev<'r  known      ""  ""•  iiinii.ui.  ,m 
any  fur  seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere  anmiid 
liritish  ('olumbia  or  Alaska.     I  do  know  that  where  Indians  formerlv 
went  out  and  bnmnlit  back  llfteen   seals  thcv  scarcely  briny  l»;ic,]i  one 
now,  and    unless  somelhin;;'   is    done  to   jirohibit    the 
schooners  from  huntini;'  seal  otf  <i)ueen  ('harlotte's 'Mid 
Prince  of  Wah's  islamis  there  will  be  no  seals  lefL  tor   the  Indians. 
I'jver\  thin;;'  in  the  shajte  of  a  seal  that  (uunes  near  the 
boat  "is  shot.     Hunters  use  no  discrimination,  but  kill   ._  J,'"ii-ii'"i''"''  >•*" 
everything  that  puts  its  head  above  water. 

Ills 
AUIOL   X    ItVAN. 

uiurU. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
J.  M.  PoTTin;. 
A.  W.  Lavi;.m)i;i{. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  befoic  me  this  nth  day  of  May,  1S!t2. 

A.  W.  Lavkndkk, 
United  ISlates  Treasury  Agent. 
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TESlIMONY 


Dej>ositlon  of  Thomas  Skowl,  chief  of  Kanaah  Iiulians,  scaler. 

PELAGIO  SEATING. 

Thomas  Slcowl, InAu^ duly swoin,  (lo])()s('s  ai\<i  says:  I nm  cliiof of  Mio 
Kas-iiiin  Indians.  Was  born  iit  Ivasaaii  an<l  have  lived  tlicicall  my  life. 
Am  48  yours  old.  Am  a  liunter  by  occupation  and  have  hunted  fur-seal 
t he i>ast fifteen  years.  Always  hunted  seal  in  Dixons  Entrance  and  ott' 
Tims,  skowi  niii.r  I'liiu'cof  VV^alcs  Ishiud,  and  liuuted  them  cacli  year  IVom 
of  ifusaan   jiMiiaiiH.   Marcli  to  .1  uuc.    Tlic  scul  all  Icavc  about  .luuc  1 ,  to  fto 

Soalcir  for  l.>  .yi'iiis 


Exporionoe. 


north  and  have  their  pups,  I  think.     Always  used  a 
Hudson  Jia.v   .yun  to  take  seal  with.    A  Hudson  ]>ay 


bi 


'd  shotjyi 


I  1< 


ometii 
one  and  sometimes  two  out  of  ton  that  J  shoot.  Most 
of  the  seals  taken  by  me  are  fenmles  with  pu]).  Xever  killed  but  one 
old  bull  in  my  life.  Have  killed  but  a  lew  yearlings  and  never  looked 
to  see  if  they  were  male  or  female.  The  young  males  killed  by  me  were 
between  one  and  three  years  old.  The  sex  of  the  seal  cannot  be  t(dd 
in  the  water.  1  kill  everything  that  comes  near  mv 
^^  jHiisoriminate  kill.  ,.,,,,„)c  ill  shape  of  a  scal,  and  all  other  liunters  do  tlie 
same.  (Since  the  white  man  has  been  Imnting  seai  .vith 
scho(Miers  they  have  become  very  scan-e,  and  ludiarisare  obliged  to  go 
1  long  way  and  sto])  away  from  home  a  h)iig  time  iu 
order  to  get  any,  and  after  being  away  then;  four  or 
five  days  they  frequently  return  without  killing  one  seal,  they  have 
become  so  scarce.  W  the  schooners  are  not  stopped 
from  hunting  seal  they  will  soon  all  be  gone.  Have 
never  known  any  pu]>s  to  be  bo  'u  in  the  water  or  on  the 
land  in  Bi-itish  ("ohnnbia  or  Alaska.  1  have  never 
known  any  fur  seal  to  haul  out  anywhere  on  the  coast 


Dccrca.sc, 


I'roU'otlou. 

No  pelaj^ic  birth. 

Do  not  liaul  out  on 
dia.st. 


of  British  Columbia  or  Alaska,  wherever  1  have  been. 


liiH 


TnoMAs  X  Skowl. 

uiark. 

Witness  to  his  mar'c: 
.1.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavendeu, 
United  iStates  Treasury  Agent. 


Tfeposition  of  r>iUij  Williams,  sealer  for  five  years. 

PELAGIO  sealing. 

Billy  Williams,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at 
Kas-aan  and  have  lived  there  all  niy  life.    Am  25  years 
Expciuiiee.  old.    Am  a  hunter  by  occupation,  and  have  hunted  fur- 

seal  every  year  for  the  last  five  years,  always  hunting 
ill  Dixons  Entrance  and  off  Prince  of  Wales  Island  between  March  and 
fhine.     About  the  1st  of  June  the  seal  disappear  from  Dixons  Entrance 
.^    j^^  and  g(i  north.     1  always  use  the  shotgun  for  taking 

igra  on.  fi,vn].    J  tliiuk  I  lose  about  five  out  of  eveiy  ten  that  I 

on«iiaii;H.<aiskiii.Mi  fsjioot.  I  tliiiik  about  one  half  the  seal  killed  by  me 
])regiuiiit  .mars.  ],.|yp  becu  fciiiales  with  pup  and  the  balance  were 
divided  up  between  yearlings  and  one  and  two  year  old  males.    Never 
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IDKIJ, 
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Iiidrsci'Miiiiato  kill- 
in;. 

Diiiroaso. 

Ni)  iiclii;;ii'  liiiili. 

I)ii  lint  haul  nil  nil 
Alii.skaii  coast. 


examined  the  yearlings  as  to  sex.     Have  novei  killed  an  old  Lull  in  my 

life.    Can  not  tell  the  <lilterence  between  a  male  and  a.  female  iu  the 

water.     Kill  everything  that  comes  near  the  boat,  re- 

giu'dless  of  sex.     Seal  are  becoming  very  scarce  siiuie 

the  white  man  began  hunting  tluMu  in  scho.tners,  and 

hunting  seal  l)y  white  man  must  be  stopped  or  tJie  seal 

will  soon  I)e  all  gone.     Have  never  known  any  pups  lo 

be  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land   in  any  part  of 

Ibitish  Columbia  or  Alaska.     Have  never  Icnown  any 

I'lu-seal  to  haul  uj)  on  the  land  anywhere  on  the  coast 

of  Alaska  or  British  Columbia. 

his 
lilLi.V    X    WlLLIAlMS. 

iiiarli. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

J,  M.   POTTKR. 

A.  W.  Lavendkr. 

Subseribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1.S92. 

A.  \V.  IiAvi:M)i;u, 
(rniU'd  iSiutes  Tfcasuri/  Aye  at. 


Uine;  I  don't  know  where 


The  seal  all  disapptiar  oil 

Mi^raliim. 

and  sometimes 


Most  lit'  tile  s 
taUi'ii  |irc;;iiaia 
mail's. 


als 


Deposition  of  Fred.  Wi-.soii,  sealer, 
PELAGIC   SIOALLNG. 

Fred,  Wilson,  being  duly  sworn,  dei)oses  and  says:  I  am  23  years 
old;  was  born  at  Ilowka;  am  a  hunter  by  oceui)ation;  have  hunted 
fur-seal  the  last  eight  years;  hav(>  always  hunted  in  JJix(»iis  lOntrance 
and  off  Triiiee  of  Wales  Island  in  ISlay 
I'rince  of  Wales  Island  in 

they  go,  but  think  they  go  north.     Have  always  u.sed 
the  shotgun   for  killing  seal.     Sometimes  i   lose  one 
two  out  of  ten  that  I   shoot  with  a  shotgun.     Think 
that  most  of  the  seals  J  have  taken  were  fenniles  with 
pui).     Have  also  taken  some  two  and  three  year  old 
males  «nd  some  yearlings.     Never  killed  but  one  old 
bull  in  my  life.     Everything  in  shape  of  a  seal  that  comes,  near  the 
boat  is  shot.     I  can't  iA\  thediffereiiee  between  a  young  cow  seal.     S<mI 
liave  become  scar(!e  the  last  there  or  four  years,  and 
the  cause  of  it  is,  1  think,  the  indiserimiiiate  killing       '"••<•'»«'■• 
of  seals  in  the  water.     I  have  never  heard  of  pups  i)ei 
water  or  ou  the  laiul  anywhere  onthe  coast  of  IJritish 
Columbia  or  Alaska.     Have  never  known  or  heard  of 
any  fur-seal  hauling  up  on  the  land  any wiieieon  tlu^ 
coast  of  British  Columbia  or  Alaska.     I  think  that  all 
vessels  should  be  prohibited  from  hunting  seal  in  tln^ 
water,  to  give  the  seal  a.  chance  to  increase  again.     If 
something  is  not  done  the  seal  will  soon  be  all  g(»ne 
uud  will  soon  be  as  scarce  as  the  sea  otter. 


;;  b(nu  in  tlui 

No  iM'la);iii  liiilli. 


Do  not    liaiil  up  oo 
coaHt. 


I'lottitiun. 


Witness  to  his  mark: 

.1.  M.  POTTIOR. 

A.  W.  Lavkn'dek. 
Subscribed  aud  swc 


lii.s 

Fked.  X  Wilson. 

lUiuk. 


to  before  mo  this  11  th  day  of  May,  1S02. 

A.  \\\  Lavendkw, 
United  tStattH  TreaHary  A«jcnt, 
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I'iult" 

km 


Dejmsitinn  of  Billy  Yeltnchy,  scaler. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

r.illy  YoltfJcliy,  boins-  «liily  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at 

Ilowkan  and  have  lived  Miere  all  my  life;  am   about  24  years  old  and 

am  a  linntei-  by  oceui>ation.     Have  linn[«'d  Cur-seals  the  last  two  years 

in   Dixons    Ent ranee  and  ai'ound    I'riiu'e   of  Wales  Island,  between 

March  and  June.     The  seal  leave  here  in  .lime  and 

>srii  ion.  ^^^  north.     I  use  the  sho(jiun  for  taking  seal,  and  loi^e 

about  two  out  of  ten  that  I  shoot.     Ab(mt  half  the  seals  f  have  killed 

were  females  with  ])uj),  and  the  balance  vrere  yearlinji' 

nailt  toiiai.'s.'   '    "    scals  aud  two  and  three  year  old  mah's.    Nevei-  kMled 

an  old  bull  in  my  life,  nor  have  I  ever  seen  one.    1  can 

not  distinjj,uish  the  sex  of  a  seal  in  the  water,  but  kill  eveiy  seal  that 

conies  near  the  canoe  if  possible.     Seal  have  become 

very  scarce  around  Prince  ot  VVales  Island  since  the 

white  men  bejjan  huntinjf   thcj:i  in  scluxmers,  and  unless  they  are 

stopped  from  huntin;.,  "  I'm  in  schooners,  the  seal,  like 

the  sea-otter,  will  soon  bo  all  gone.    The  Indians  are 

h)ng  way  now  for  seal.     I  have  been  out  three  times 

this  year  and  have  only  killed  one  seal,  and  only  saw 

two  ov  thr-M'  this  season.     Have  never  setMi  or  heard 

of  any  i»ups  beinj;'  born  in  t'le  Avater  or  on  the  land  around  this  part  of 

Alaska.     '  never  heard  of  any  fur-seal  hauling  U]>  on 

the  land  anywhere  in  British  Columbia^  <u"  Alaska. 

Billy  x  Yeltacuy, 

uiurk. 

WiiiiCfss  (o  his  mark: 
.].  M.  r>(>TTl',R. 
A.  W.  liAYlONDKIt. 

Sul)scribed  and  sworn  to  Iiefore  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  ISDL*. 

A.  W.  Lav1':m)KK, 
United  States   Treasuiy  Aycnt. 


ri-otoction. 

obliged  to  go 

No  polagio  birtli. 


1><i  nol  liaul  up  on 
(oasl. 


Mi"  rat  ion. 


DeponHiim  of  llastiinis  Yrtliiioir,  walcr. 

t 

I'EF.AGIC  SKALlNMi. 

Hastings  Vethnow,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  wai'. 
l)orn  in  Kas  aan.  Have  lived  there  all  my  life  and  am  now  GO 
years  old.  Have  hunted  fur  seal  every  season  since  I  was  a 
boy.     Have    always    hunted    in    Dixons    Entrance    and    oft'   Prince 

of  Wales  Island.    The  seal  make  their  appearance  in 

March  and  disai>pear  in  .June,  going  north.  The 
reasim  we  don't  hunt  the  seal  in  3[arch  is  that  the  weather  is  so  bad 
we  can  not  go  out  in  our  canoes.  We  consider  May  the  best  month  for 
fur-seal  hunting.  When  I  was  a  boy,  bought  a  shotgun  from  the  Hud- 
son Bay  ('omi)any  at  Fort  Simpson  and  have  always  used  the  shotgun 
for  taking  seal.  Sometimes  I  lose  one  and  sometimes  two  out  of  every 
ten  that  i  shoot.  I  always  shoot  the  seal  closo  to  the  bitat,  so  I  don't 
lose  many.    Some  yeats  ago  there  were  more  male  seals  taken  than  are 

taken  now,  but  now  about  one-half  are  females  with 
femlllL';''"'"  '"■'*''"""*  P»U>-    The  rest  are  yearling  seals  and  one  and  two  year 

old  males.    I    have  never  examined  the  yearlings  to 


ii 
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DccrciiNo. 


nscertain  their  sex.    Have  not  killed  an  old  bnll  seal  for  a  nnnilxT  of 
vcars,  but  used  to  kill  tliein.    I  ean  not  tell  the  sex  «>f  a 

•',.,,  .  1  1  •         •      •        i.  •  1      i  1   -ti         liHliiciiininatf  kill- 

seal  in  the  water,  and  use  no  discnnunation,  but  kill   ihk. 

eveivthin«>-  that  conies  near  my  eanoe  in  sliai)e  of  a     „     ,    .  ,.  . 

,'      II  1  All  •       XI  No  pelnitic  Imtli. 

seal.     Ilavi^  never  known  any  pups  to  be  born  in  the 

water  or  on  the  hiiid  anywhere  in   Ibifisli  ('(»iunil)ia  or  xVlaska.     Have 

never  known  anv  fur  seal  to  lianl  up  on  the  land  in      ,         ,     , 

i>    -i-    1/(1  1   •  til  u"  i.1  1  -i  ''"  ""'    niiiil  nil  oil 

JJritisU  (Joliiuibia  or  Alaska.      Smcc^  the   white    men    Aiiiskaii((.a«i. 

with  sehooners  be<;an  to  hunt  seal  off  I'rinee  of  Wales 

Island  the  seal  have  become  very  scarce  and  unless  they  are  stopped 

from  hunting'  seal  tln'y  will  soon  be  all  gone.     If  the 

white  men  are  permitted  to  hunt  seal  much  longer  the 

fur-seal  will  becoim^  as  scarce  as  the  sea  otter,  which      j'r„t,.,(ioii. 

were  (juite  plenty  around  Dixons  Entrance  when  I  was 

a  boy.    The  Indians  are  obliged  to  go  a  long  way  for  seal  now  ain/ 

olteii  return  after  two  or  three  days'  hunt  without  taking  any. 

IiIh 
IlASTlN(iS   X   YkTIINOW. 

ititirk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

J.   M.    POTTKR, 

A.  W.  Lavendek. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1  ilh  day  of  ^lay,  bSKU. 

A.  \V.  Lavi;ni)ki{, 
United  Sfnte.s  'J'rcd.siiry  Aycnt. 


Deposition  of  Walter  Youiuj,  dealer. 

I'ELAGIf!  sealing. 


I  was  bom  at 


Walter  Young,  being  duly  sworn,  disposes  and  sa>s 
Howkaii   and   liave   lived  there  all   my  life.     I  have 
liunted  fur-seal  for  the  i»ast  tour  years.    Always  hunted      I'-xpcii.  i,.  t.. 
in  Dixons  Entrance  and  off  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 
The  seal  all  disappear  about  the  1st  of  June  and  go      ^'k'""""- 
noith,  1  think.     Have  always  used  the  shotgun  for  taking  seal.   Think 
1  lose  about  three  out  often  of  those  I  shoot.     Think  the  seals   I   have 
kille<l  were  about  half  males  and  half  females  with 
pill).    The  mal(!S  mostly  are  yearlings  and    two  aiid      Ai..Mit  onriiiiir 
tiiree  year  olds.     I  have  seen  old  bulls  in  the  water,  kiii.d. 
but  never  killed  one.     I  can  not  tell  tlie  ditference  be- 
tween a  male  and  female  in  the  water.     I'se  ik)  discrimination,  hiit 
shoot  everything  that  comes  near  the  l)oat.     Since  tln^ 
white  man  began  to  hunt  seal  they  are  becoming  very 
scarce.     Unless  all  sealing  is  stopped  for  a  iminber  of 
of  years  the  sealjike  the  sea-otter,  will  soon  become  ex- 
tinct.   Uave  never  seen  any  pups  born  in  the  water  or 
on  the  land  anywhere  on  the  c<»ast  of  Alaska  or  British  (!(dumbia 
Never  known  any  fur-seals  to  haul  up  on  the  land  in 
Alaska  or  British  Columbia. 


IiKliMcriiiiiiiati'  Kii|. 
Suit. 

niicrrast!. 

Xo  ]i<'lii{;i''  blitli. 


Do  iiiiti  liiiiil  up  111) 
const. 


IiIh 
W^ ALTER    X    YOUKG. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1S02. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  IStates  Treasury  Agent. 


TESTIMOXY  TAK1':N  AT  BARCLAY  SOUND  AND  l-LSIiWHRRE 

ON  VANCOUVKR  ISLAND. 


C  C.  I'erkiriK,  1891. 

James     0. 
1892.     ■ 


Deposition  of  Charlie,  Kiinai  Indian,  .scaler, 
pelagic  ska  ling. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss  : 
Charlie,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  iind  says:  I  am  a  native  Nitnat 
Indian,  and  belong-  to  the  tribe  of  Indians  on  Vancou- 
ExperiiiKo.  ver  Island,  British  Columbia.     I  am  55  years  old  and 

reside  at  Paehenah  Bay  on  Vancouver  Island,  British 
Columbia.  I  am  by  occupation  a  hunter  and  fisherman  and  h^ve  been 
so  engaged  ever  since  I  liavebeen  able  to  paddle  a  canoe  or  spear  a  tish. 
I  sealed  out  from  Neah  Bay  in  the  C.  C.  Ferk-inN  in 
1891,  and  this  year  1  am  sailing  on  James  G.  iSiran. 
ntvau,  Until  the  last  eight  or  ten  years  I  sealed  out  of  Paehe- 
nah Bay  with  my  tribe  in  canoes.  We  used  to  seal  in 
the  Straits  of  Juan  de  iuca  and  ui»  and  down  the  coast  from  10  to  20 
miles  olf.  Between  that  time  and  last  year  1  went  sealing  fiom  Paehe- 
nah and  sealed  up  and  doww  the  coast  between  Columbia  Biver  and 
Barclay  Sound,  "■•om  20  to  00  nules  olf  the  coast.  I  am  familiar  with 
all  the  bays  and  inlets  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver  Island.  I  do 
not  know  of  any  plare  on  this  coast  where  seals  haul 
up  and  breed,  nor  have  I  heard  the  Indians  on  Van- 
couver Island  talk  about  any  such  place.  Seals  do  not 
give  b"rth  to  their  young  in  the  water  nor  on  the  kelp. 
Years  ago  seals  were  very  pleiitit'ul  from  5  to  10  miles 
1  couhl  see  them  all  around  in  bunches  of  from  ten  to 
twenty  each,  but  since  the  white  man  has  commenced 
to  kill  them  with  the  rifle  and  shotgun  (in  the  last  five 
or  six  years),  they  have  decreased  very  rapidly. 

About  ten  years  ago  the  first  British  schooner  came  into  Paehenah 
P>ay  to  get  Indian  hunters,  and  have  been  coming  in  there  ever  sim-e, 
increasing  in  luimbers  year  by  year,  till  now  there  are  nearly  one  hun- 
dred sealing  schooners  on  the  coast  hunting  seals.     About  seven  years 
ago  they  commenced  to  kill  seals  with  rifles  aiid  a  lit- 
1.  innrms.  tie  later  they  uscd  shotguns,  but  I  have  always  hunted 

with  the  s|»ear;  but  very  few  Indians  that  go  fnun  Paehenah  Bay  or 
from  N call  Bay  use  guns;  we  prefer  the  spear,  because  we  are  afraid 
that  if  we  use  guns  they  will  get  frighteiu'd  away  and  not  come  back 
again,  and  also  because  we  lose  a  great  nniny  of  the  seals  that  we 
shoot,  but  with  the  spear  we  make  n(  noise  and  g«'t 
Success  with  the  j^i,„ost  "all  that  we  hit.  There  are  about  100  seal 
hunters  that  live  at  Paehenah  Bay  and  muke  their 
30^ 
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living  by  hunting  seals, 
skins  at  Victoria,  B.  G. 


I  am  a  King  George  Indian^  and  sell  uiy 
Tile  Paclienah  Indians  nse 
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almost  every  part  of  the  seals  in  s(jme  way.    We  sell  njo^t'eiit^re'slnr  '^' 

the  skins,  eat  the  flesh,  take  the  oil  out  of  the  blubber 

ajul  use  the  paunch  for  holding  it.    Not  quite  half  of  all  seals  caught 

along  the  coast  are  cows  with  pups  in  them.    About 

half  are  young  seals,  both  male  and  female,  and  the  pi^lnlL^tfemails*'* 

rest  (a  small  number)  are  medium-sized  males.    We 

never  get  any  old  bulls  worth  speaking  of,  and  we  do  not  catch  as 

many  gray  pups  now  as  formerly.    Have  not  caught  any  gray  pups 

this  year.    Do  not  know  what  has  become  of  them.    Have  never  caught 

any  full-grown  cows  without  pujis  In  them,  and  have  never  caught  any 

cows  in  milk  along  the  coast.    I  never  hunted  seals  with  a  gun ;  neither 

have  1  been  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

Chaelie  (his  X  mark). 
Witness : 

John  P.  MoGlinn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  1892. 
[seal.]  Clarence  P.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington, 


Deposition  of  Glatka-lcoi,  native  chief  and  sealer, 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Clat-ka-koi,  of  the  village  of  Toquat  (Barclay  Sound),  undone  of  the 
chiefs  thereof  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 
That  he  is  50J  years  of  age,  and  belongs  to  the  villages     Experience, 
of  Toquat  and  Sechart,  at  present  residing  in  Toquat, 
and  is  a  native  of  the  village  of  Sechart.   He  states  that  to  his  knowl- 
edge the  seals  do  not  breed  in  the  waters  of  Barclay     g^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^ 
Sound,  but  go  ashore  for  that  purpose  a  long  distance  in  Barclay  soun.i. 
to  the  northward.    He  does  not  hunt  seal  in  schooners. 
Lie  began  sealing  in  his  canoe,  just  off  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver 
Island,  shortly  after  last  New  Year,  and  lished  for  seal  from  five  to 
seven  miles  off  the  coast  and  caught  from  five  to  ten  seals  a  day.    He 
says  he  averaged  about  five  a  day,  in  one  canoe  manned  by  two  natives. 
This  season  this  village  (Toquat)  got  eighty-six  seals,  and  four  canoes 
were  manned  from  this  village.    He  has  never  seen     geais  never  seen  on 
seals  on  shore  in  Barclay  Soiind,  or  on  kelp  or  other  shore  in  Barclay 
objects.    When  fishing  outside  he  has  never  sefen  baby  Soond. 
seals.    Sometimes  a  few  seals  follow  schools  of  herring  into  sound  and 
go  out  hurriedly.    On  such  occasions  a  few  are  killed.    No  sealing  ves- 
sels touched  here  last  year.    His  son  is  only  Indian  who  went  north 
from  this  village  lasc  year.    He  went  in  schooner  J.neL  and  caught 
one  thousand  and  eighty  (1,080),  all  in  Bering  Sea.    No  Indians  have 
gone  north  from  this  village  this  year.    He  states  that  Ohiat  is  largest 
village  in  Birclay  Saund.    Population  2G0.    The  towns  and  popula- 
tions are  as  follows:  Mchuelet,  184;  Toquat,  22;  Seel  art,  170;  Mchuck- 
leset,  34;  Hopucheisiet  and  Ohiat,  260. 

Clat-ka-koi  (his  x  mark). 

Attest : 

E.  T.  Wttherspoon.  . 

Harry  George. 
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Dcjwsition  of  KicJciana,  .sealer. 


TELAGIO   SEALING. 


Ill 


Kickiana, being  duly  sworn, deposes  and  says:  Tliat  he  is  20  years  of 

age;  is  a  native  of  Sechart  village,  and  a  son  of  Olat-ka-koi.    Last  year 

lie  went  north  in  schooner  Ariel,  and  spent  one  and  one-half  months  iti 

Bering  Sea,  with  a  crew  of  eight  white  men  and  sixteen  Indians,  and 

spent  half  of  April  and  month  of  May.    lie  caught 

Seals  Ticvtr   bIiow  1,080  scal.    They  nevei'  show  themselves  out  of  wat(;r 

ti>on.Heiv68  ou^t^  of  jj^  ^,,3  locality  of  Barclay  Sound.    He  has  seen  them 

Sound.  on  beach  in  tlie  Bering  Sea.    He  never  knew  of  one  to 

be  born  in  the  water,  and  never  heard  of  it.    He  has 

vu'tov'  °*"    °™   °  never  seen  baby  seals  in  the  vicinity  of  Barclay  Sound. 

The  white  men  lose  a  great  many  by  shooting.    The 

Indians  lose  fewer  in  their  method  by  spearing,    lla  thinks  white  men 

lose  three  out  of  five,  on  an  average. 

Kickiana  (his  x  mark). 
Attest: 

E.  T.  WiTHERSPOON, 

Harry  George. 


i 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  April,  1802;  and 
I  further  certify  that  the  foregoing  affidavits  were  read  to  Clat-ka  koi 
and  Kickiana,  and  the  contents  fully  made  known  to  them  by  J.  T.  A. 
Bulfluch,  duly  sworn  as  interpreter,  and  that  they  fully  understood  the 
Same. 
[SEAL.]  Oliver  Wood, 

U.  8.  Commissioner  for  the  district  of  Washington, 

Residing  at  Port  Townsend. 

Clat-ka-koi  understands  and  speaks  English  fairly  well.    Kickiana 
understands  and  speaks  English  fairly  well. 

Oliver  Wood, 
U.  S.  Commissioner  for  the  district  of  Washington, 

Residing  at  Port  Townsend. 


Deposition  of  Bide,  or  Ehenchesut,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  Agtiis  et  at. 

pelagic  sealing  and  habits.  ^ 

Dick,  or  Ehenchesut,  first  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  That 
he  is  about  40  years  of  age,  and  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
Experience.  village  of  Aguis,  Barclay  Sound;  is  a  native  of  this 

village,  and  a  resident  of  the  same.    He  states  that 
during  the  last  five  months  twenty-five  canoes  belonging  to  the  village, 
manned  by  fifty  men,  have  been  engaged  in  sealing  oif 
oA"aircouvwifi^(if*  the  coast  of  Vancouver  Island.    They  obtained  in  this 
time  10  skins  per  capita,  in  all  500  skins.     To  his 
knowledge,  no  seals  ever  came  inside  Barclay  Sound, 
ciaj°s'(rumir°**'  ^"    ^^^  tl^'*t  ^^  never  caught  any  inside,  and,  moreover,  he 
and  his  friends  never  heard  of  any  entering  these  wa- 
ters.   He  states  that  there  are  no  kelp  patches  outside,  where  seals- 
resort  or  where  they  breed.    The  50  men  who  went  out  from  this  vil- 
lage joined  schooners,  two  in  number,  one  of  them  commanded  by  Cap t. 
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Doufflaas,  iiiul  the  sciils  were  caught  about  20  miles  to  southward  and 

westward  of  ('ape  Fhittery.    Of  the  number  caught  300  were  caught 

and  killed  by  the  natives  of  this  vilhige,  and  were  sold 

at  Victoria  and  I'ort  Townsend  at  $12  per  pelt.     Las-'t  ^^Pjices  received  per 

season  the  natives  went  out  by  theniselves  in  canoes. 

Is"o  seals  are  ever  killed  in  liarclay  Sound  by  beinj?  dashed  on  the  rocks, 

and  none  ever  breed  in  Barclay  Sound  or  vicinity.    Af?uis  is  a  small 

villa<,a'  situated  I  mile  east  of  Sechart.     Witness  was  born  here  and 

has  always  lived  here.     Witness  states  that  there  are 

six  villages  on  BarcFay  Sound,  with  a  total  population  souJJa!*'"'"'"  """"^^"^ 

of  about  1,000.    The  largest  is  Ohiat;  Cleashun  is 

chief  or  tgee;  population  240,  100  being  fenmles. 

Dick,  or  Euenohesut  (his  x  mark). 
Attest: 

E.  T.   WlTIIEKSPOON. 
W.   0.  llEliBElir. 


Clappa,  first  being  diily  sworn,  deposes  ami  says  that  he  is  50  years 
age;    a    native  and  resident   of   Aguis;   up  to  two 
years  ago  he  hunted  seals;  his  last  hunt  took  place  in  geailT?^"'  ^°**"'' 
a  schooner  manned  by  twenty  men  and  ten  canoes; 
hunted  two  months  and  caught  200  seals.    Certifier 
evidence  given  by  Dick  or  Ehenchesut  to  be  true. 

Clappa  (his  x  mark). 

Attest : 

E.  T.  WiTHEK SPOON. 

W.  C.  Herbert. 


Vprifles  xtntemonts 
of  Dick  or  Kbenchesut. 


Saisnn,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  GO  years 
of  old;  a  native  and  resident  of  Aguis;  quit  seal- 
hunting  four  years  ago.  Last  hunted  in  small  schooner 
Pictou  or  VictoVf  William  Gilbert,  alias  Billy  the  Butch, 
being  in  command.  He  spent  two  months  outside  in 
schooner  with  eight  canoes  and  sixteen  men.  Obtained 
200  skins.  All  were  caught  off  Cape  Flattery  and  Bar- 
clay Sound,  about  40  miles  off  the  shore.  Certifies 
evidence  given  by  Dick  or  Ehenchesut  to  be  true. 

Saisun  (his  X  mark). 

Attest: 

E.  T.  WiTHERSPOON. 

W.  C.  Herbert. 


Saisun,  Indian 
Bouler. 

Pictou  or  Victor. 


Catch. 

Veriflea  statements 
of  Dick  or  Ehencliesut. 


Chakatt,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  05  years 


of  age,  and  a  resident  of  Aguis.    Certifies  e'.ideuce 
gi\'L'U  by  Dick  or  Ehenchesut  to  be  true. 

CuAKATT  (his  X  mark). 

Attest: 

E.  T.  Wither  SPOON. 
W.  C.  Herbert. 


Chnkatt,  Indian. 

Vpi'itic'8  statements 
of  Sick  or  Elieucli» 
■uL 
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Imihap,  bcinjj  first  duly  sworn,  <1«'|k»s«'.s  aiul  says  that  lie  is  05  years 
imiha)  iii.iinn      **'**'  '^'"^ '''  ''•''*''1''"<^  '•'  Aj,'nis,    ( '«'it ili«'«  evidt'iioG  ^(iven 
VoiTii.iH'Rij't.'niwits  by  Dick  or  Ehenchesut  to  be  true. 
Mt!"'''  "''  ^''"""'"**  iMiiiAi'  (his  X  niarli). 

Attest: 

E.  T.  WiTiiKiJsrooN. 

W.  C.  IIICKJIKIIT. 


Oponyalc,  beiii};  first  daly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  05 

k  Tn.ii  n       y<"'i''^  <'^'^'     I*^  a  native  and  r«'sidcnt  of  Aj^nis.     (jer- 

vi^riil'."  itfti".>in"iit«  tilies  thc  evidence  given  by  JJielv  or  Ehen<;iiesut  to  be 

nf  Dick  or  Khouuho-    frno 

Oponyak  (his  X  murk). 
Attest: 

E.  T.  "WiTnEiisrooN. 

\V.  C.  llEUlJEUT. 


rM'.: 


li'i; 


Chillta,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  ho  is  a  native 

„,„„   ^  „  and  resident  of  Aguis.    This  year  lie  and  friend  went 

voritioa  stiitomonu  out  lu  caiioo  tor  ouo  and  a  hall  months,  and  caught 

of  Dick  or  Kiiouoho-  2()  scals  picking  them  up  here  and  there.    Certifies  that 

evidence  given  by  J3ick  or  Ehendiesut  is  true. 

CiiiLL'iA  (his  X  mark). 
Attest:  ' 

E.  T.  WiTIIKRSPOON. 
W.  0.  llEKUKltT. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  April,  1802,  and  I 
further  certify  that  the  foregoing  affidavits  were  read  to  Dick  or  Ehen- 
chesut,  Clappa,  8aisun,  Chakatt,  Imihap,  Oponyak,  and  Ohillta,  and 
the  contents  fully  made  known  to  them  by  J.  T.  A.  Bulfiuch,  duly  sworu 
as  interpreter,  and  that  they  fnlly  understood  the  same. 
[l.  s.]  Oliver  Wood, 

United  States  Commissioner  for  tlie  District  of 

Washington,  residing  at  Port  Townsend, 


Deposition  of  John  Margathe,  storekeeper,  Barclay  Sound. ' 

HABITS. 


Experience. 


Seals  rarely  seen  in 
B.irclav  Souiul. 


John  Margathe,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  thav  for  23 
years  he  has  resided  on  the  west  coast  of  Vancouver 
Island,  Victoria,  Barclay  Sound,  etc.,  and  that  at 
l)resent  he  owns  a  store  in  Uchulet,  Barclay  Sound, 
and  is  on^y  white  man  residing  in  same.  He  states 
that  fur-seal  are  rarely  seen  in  Barclay  Sound,  and  are 
usually  found  ofi"  the  coast  at  a  distance  of  from  5  to  15  miles.  They 
are  found  in  clear  water,  and  never  close  to  the  lancl. 
Seals  do  not  breed  in  the  locality.  A  few  one-year  old 
pups  have  been  caught  during  the  winter.  Last  sea>!on 
7(K»  or  800  seals  were  caught  off  the  coast  by  the  na- 
tives of  villages  on  Barclay  Sound.    There  are  about 
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100  nativoR  in  tliin  village,    lie  is  also  agent  for  live  sealing  vessels 
owned  in  Victoria. 

his 

John  x  MAROATnE. 

luark. 

Attest: 

K.  T.  WlTnKRSPOON. 

Harry  Georoe. 

Sworn  to  an<l  subscribed  before  mo  this  2l8t  day  of  A])ril,  1802,  and 
I  further  certify  that  the  foregoing  aOidavit  was  read  to  John  Mar- 
gathe  and  that  he  fully  understood  the  same. 
[L.  s.]  Oliver  Wood, 

United  States  Commissioner  for  the  District  of 

Wasliinffton,  residing  at  I'ort  Toicnsend. 


Deposition  of  Moses,  Nitnat  Indian  scaler, 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 


State  op  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss: 

Moses,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 


I  am  a  native  Nitnat 


O.  O.  I'trkin.i,  ISOl. 
Swan, 


Jaiiii't 

IHUJ. 


a. 


Indian,  and  reside  at  Taclieruih  Bay  on  Vancouver 

Island,  at  Vancouver,  liritish  Columbia,    lam  50  years     Kxporience. 

old,  and  am  by  occupation  a  hunter  and  fisherman,  and 

have  been  so  engaged  for  about  thirty  years.     1  have  sealed  out  from 

iS'eah  Bay  in  the  sealing  schooner  C.  C.  I'erkins  (that 

was  last  year),  and  this  year  1  am  sealing  on  the 

shooner  James  G.  Sioan.     Formerly  1  sealed  out  of 

J'acheuah  Bay  with  my  tribe  in  canoes.    We  used  to 

s(!al  HI  the  straits  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca,  and  all  along 

tlie  coast  from  the  Columbia  Eiver  to  the  ui)per  end  of  Vancouver 

Island.    1  am  familiar  with  all  the  bays  and  iidets  on  the  west  f!oast  of 

Vancouver  Island.    I  do  not  know  of  any  place  along 

tlie  coast  where  seals  haul  out  upon  the  land  and  give  coa*„"  ""^  •"'"'  "''  "° 

birth  to  their  young;  nor  have  1  heard  the  Indians  on 

the  Vancouver  Island  talk  about  any  such  a  thing.     Seals  do  not  give 

birth  to  their  young  in  the  water  nor  on  tlie  kelp.    Years  ago  seals 

were  nuich  more  plentiful  than  they  are  now,  and  1  could  see  them  all 

around  in  bunches  on  the  water,  but  since  the  white  man  came  here 

and  commenced  to  kill  them  with  the  rifle  and  the 

sliotgun,  within  the  last  live  or  six  year  j,  they  have        <"'*'«"«• 

rai)idly  decreased  in  number. 

Ten  years  ago  a  British  schooner  came  up  to  Tachenah  Bay  to  get 
Indian  hunters,  and  schooners  have  been  coming  in  there  for  that  pur- 
]iose every  season  since,  increasing  in  number  year  by  year  until  now 
tliere  are  nearly  one  hundred  jealingschooners  engaged 
in  hunting  seals  along  the  c(ast.  About  seven  years  g^incease  of  sealing 
ago  they  commenced  to  hunt  seals  with  rifles,  and  lately 
they  use  shotguns.  Very  few  Indians  that  go  from  Pachenah  or  i!feali 
Bay  use  guns.    In  hunting  with  the  spear  we  make  but  little  noise  and 
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»^i 


Ada,  1887. 


mostly 

CUW8. 


Seized. 


Minnie,  1889. 


get  almost  all  that  we  hit.  Theie  arc  about  one  hinulred  seal  hunters 
that  live  at  Pachenah  Bay,  ami  make  their  living  by  huiitin;}-  seals. 
There  is  hardly  any  part  of  the  seal  but  what  is  used  in  some  way  by 
the  Indians.  About  hall"  of  all  seals  caught  along  the 
od^Smi  a'amies."^''"  eoast  are  cows  with  pu])s  in  them;  a  few  medium  sized 
males  are  also  taken,  and  the  rest  are  young  seals  (»f 
both  sexes.  We  scarcely  ever  see  an  old  bull  seal,  nor  can  we  tell  the  sex 
of  the  seals  in  the  water.  I  have  never  caught  any  full-grown  cows 
along  the  coast  that  did  not  have  imps  in  them. 

In  1887  I  went  sealing  in  the  Bering  Sea  on  the 
British  or  Japanese  schooner  Ada.  I  do  not  know  tlie 
name  of  her  ma8t<'r,  but  he  was  a  white  man.  She  carried  seven  canoes, 
each  mauned  by  two  Indians,  and  one  stern  boat  with  three  white  men. 
The  Indians  hunted  with  spears  and  the  white  men  with  guns.  We 
sealed  jirouiid  Unalaska,  but  did  not  go  toward  the 
cntchinnorinR  soa  Pribilof  Islaiuls.  We  caught  1,900  seals,  all  of  which 
^  were  captured  in  the  sea,  close  to  Unalaska;  most 
all  of  them  were  cows  in  milk;  but  when  we  first  en- 
tered the  sea  we  killed  a  few  cows  that  had  pups  in  them.  We  were 
seized,  while  in  there,  about  the  Ist  of  August,  by  the 
United  States  revenue-cutter  Bear,  and  all  of  our  skins 
were  taken  away. 

In  1881)  I  went  again  to  tlie  sea  in  the  sealing  schooner 
Minnie,  Jacobson,  master.    She  carried  eight  canoes 
and  ^wo  boats.    Two  Indians  who  used  spears  were  enqdoyed  in  each 
canoe,  and  tliree  white  men,  using  guns,  were  in  each  boat.    'One  boat 
with  three  white  men  got  more  seals  than  one  canoe  with  two  Indians. 
The  white  men  shot  a  great  many  seals  that  they  did  not  get,  but  the  In- 
dians secured  nearly  all  that  they  spejired.    That  year 
m^sfi'ymii-S'l.ws!'  wc  scalcd  cast  of  the  island  and  caught  about  800  seals. 
I  do  not  know  how  far  we  were  from  the  islands,  for  we 
could  not  see  them.    The  seals  Ave  caught  were  mostly  cows  with  milk. 
In  1891  I  went  up  to  the  Bering  Sea  in  the  same  vessel,  and  she  had 
the  same  master  and  carried  the  same  number  of  boats 
jfinme,  1891.  and  cauocs.    That  year  we  sealed  to  the  northwest  of 

Catch  in  Bering  Sea.  the  islaiuls  and  cauglit  700  or  800  se^iis.  When  I  was 
in  the  sea  in  1887  seals  were  Vcry  plentiful  there,  but 
in  1889  there  were  not  so  many,  and  in  1891  there  were  fewer  still,  and 
I  think  after  awhile  they  will  all  soon  be  destroyed  if 
they  keep  on  hunting  them  with  guns.  When  in  Ber- 
ing Sea  I  had  an  opportunity  to  observe  the  difference  in  the  number 
of  seals  lost  by  killing  them  with  shotguns  and  by  tak- 
ing them  with  spears.  The  hunters  that  used  shot- 
guns lost  more  than  one-half  they  shot,  while  the  hunters  that  used 
spears  seldom  ever  lost  one  that  they  hit. 

Moses  (his  x  mark). 
Witness: 

0.  P.  Brown. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27tli  day  of  April,  A.  D, 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clarence  P.  Brown, 

Notary  ^uhlic  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington,, 

Residing  at  I'ort  Angeles,  Washington. 
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Drpnsitinn  of  Francis   VcrheJce,  rcsiilhig  tit  Port  AnpcJen,  Woshiufjtorif 
liomnn  (JathoUc  pricnt,  in  charge  of  mission  in  village  of  Chapics. 

Francis  Vcrboko,  bci riff  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  be 
is  a  Jtoinan  Catholic  priest,  in  charge  of  Komnn  Catho- 
lic mission  in  village  of  Chapies,  on  Todgers  Cove.    He     tt'^r"""^' 
has  resided  in  Chapies  four  winters.    Hq  has  never 
s<'en  or  heard  of  seals  Inside  Barclay  Sound,    'i'hey  are  all  found  out- 
side.   Last  year  was  a  very  bad  season.    The  Indians  think  scansity 
of  seals  is  duo  to  the  method  of  hunting  them  adopted  by  the  whites, 
by  which  the  seals  are  s(;ared  away.     He  has  never  heard  of  seal  breed- 
ing here  and  has  never  seen  any  seal.    Witness  states  he  is  only  white 
resident  of  village. 

Rev.  F.  Verbeke. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  April,  1892;  and 
I  fiutlier  certify  that  the  foregoing  affidavit  was  read  to  Francis  Ver- 
beke and  that  he  fully  understood  the  same. 
[l.  s.]  Oliver  Wood, 

TI.  S.  Commissioner  for  the  District  of  Wnshington, 

Residing  at  I'ort  Townsend, 


Deposition  of  Weclcemtncsch,  Indian  chi(f  of  the  village  of  Mchulet. 

HABITS. 


Experionoo. 


Sells  do  net  hniil  up 
on  eoaxt. 


We(;kenunesch,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  chief 
of  the  village  of  Mchulet  (Barclay  Sonnd),  an<l  a  resi- 
dent of  this  village.  He  states  that  fur-seal  do  not 
come  in  close  to  shore  in  this  locality,  and  fire  never 
found  on  land.  Seals  are  Caught  off  the  coast  at  from 
5  to  20  miles.  They  do  not  breed  in  this  locality,  and 
nothing  of  the  kind  is  known  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitaiit. 
Formerly  the  Indians  hunted  them  for  food,  but  nowadays  white  men 
and  Indians  hunt  them  for  their  fur,  and  they  are  rapi<lly  diminishing 
in  number.  Heretofore  the  natives  have  always  used 
canoes,  but  the  white  men  hunt  them  from  schooners, 
use  firearms,  and  get  about  two  out  of  live.  Last  year  there  were  fewer 
than  ever  before.  This  season  tlie  natives  caught  about 
one-half  as  many  as  last.  In  his  opinion  the  seals  will 
soon  be  exterminated,  and  in  three  years  there  will  be  no  more  sealing, 

Weckenunesch  (his  x  mark). 

Attest : 

E.  T.   WiTHERSPOON. 

W.  C.  Herbert. 

Makeshow,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  resident 
of  this  village  and  that  the  evidence  given  by  Weckenunesch  is  true. 

Makeshow  (bis  x  mark). 
Attest: 

E.  T.  WlTHERSrOON. 

W.  G.  Herbert, 


Waste  of  life. 


Uecreaso. 
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Olahowto,  being  duly  sworn,  deposcH  aiid  hji.vh  tliat  he  is  a  resident  of 
tho  village,  and  that  the  evidence  given  by  Weekenmiesch  is  true. 

Clauowto  (liis  X  nuuk). 
Attest: 

E.  T.  WiTnEUSPOON. 

W.  0.   IlliUBEUT. 

Oharley  IFayuks,  beiii}?  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  snys  that  lie  is  a 
resident  of  this  villii}>'e  and  is  ehiefof  jtoliec;  of  same.  Jle  certifies  that 
the  evidence  given  by  Weckenunesch  is  correct. 

Ilia 
CUAULEY    X    IlAVUKS. 

mark. 

Attest: 

E.  T.  WrriiEnsrooN. 

\V.  (J.   JlEUBEUT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  April,  1892;  nnd 
I  further  certify  that  tho  foregoing  allidavils  were  read  to  VVecki'Uun. 
each,  Makeshow,  Olahowto,  and  Charley  JIayuks,  and  the  contents 
fully  made  known  tx)  them,  by  J.  T.  A.  Bultincli,  duly  sworn  as  inter- 
prettT,  and  that  they  fully  understood  the  same. 
[SEAL.]  '  Oliver  Wood, 

U.  S.  Commissioner  for  the  District  of  Wash! in/ ton, 

licsiding  at  Port  Toicnsvnd. 

\ 
Oharley  Ilayuks  understands!  and  si)eaks  English  fairly  well. 
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Deposition  of  Peter  Anderson,  sealer  [boat  steerer). 
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niaek    f>i amnnd, 
Ariii,  ami  L'mbrina. 

Ai>|H;arniu:uof  boiiU 

0(I'  CdUHt. 


We 
From 


used  tlio 
luy  t'xpe- 

WuHte  of  lii'o. 


I'eter  Aii(lorson,l)einp:  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  snys:  1  reside  inVicto- 
ria,  BritLsli  (Joluinbia;  am  by  occupation  a  seanum  and 
hunter;  have  been  enfjaficd  in  the  hist  three  years  in      icxporionco. 
takinjf  seal  in  the  North  l'a<'iflc  Ocean  and  leering  Sea 
in  capacity  ofboat-steerer.    Tiie  vessels  I  was  emj)loyod 
on  are  as  follows:  Black  Diamond,  Arid,si\\d  llmhrina, 
all  lii  itish  schooners.    First  saw  and  took  seal  oJrCai)e 
Flattery  iu  March  and  we  ibUowed  tlieni  clear  up  the 
coast  into  Bering  Sea,  where  we  arrived  about  .Itdy  1. 
slioij;un  and  rill e  exclusively  in  the  boats  1  was  in. 
r-  Mice  1  am  satislied  that  33,^  per  cent  shot  with  a 
shol^un  are   lost,  and  when  a  rillo  is  used  a  lar}>,er 
p«H'  i'ent  'ire  lost  when  killed.     A  larjje  majority  oi'  seal  taken  on  the 
coast  and  iu  Beriufj  Sea  are  cows,  with  pup  in  tlio  Pa- 
ci  li<',  Ocean  and  with  milk  in  JJering  Sea.    A  few  young  „aVB'infcM:ow«':""°'  "*" 
male  seal  are  taken  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  from 
2  to  3  years  old.    Have  never  taken  an  old  bull  iu  the  North  Pacific 
Ocean  in  my  life.    A  few  yearlings  have  been  taken  by 
me,  but  not  many.    Use  no  discrimination,  but  kill  ail  j^i"diBorin.inat«  km- 
seal  that  come  near  the  boat.    The  best  way  to  shoot 
seal  to  secure  them  shoot  them  in  the  back  of  the  head  when  they  arc 
asleep  with   their   noses  under  water.     Have  never 
known  any  seal  pups  to  be  born  in  the  water  nor  any-  no^^JutSnl'Liana" 
where  else  in  Alaska  outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands, 
nor  have  lever  known  fur-seal  to  haul  up  anywhere  on  the  land  except 
on  the  Pribilof  Islands.    Have  taken  females  that  were 
full  of  milk  GO  miles  from  the  Pribilof  Islands.     1  think 
seal  ought  to  be  protected  in  the  North  Pacific  and 
Bering  Sea  from  April  1  to  September  1,  in  order  to 
give  them  a  chance  to  raise  their  young. 

bis 

Peter  x  Andeuson. 

mark. 

Witness : 

J.  M.  POTTEE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  IT.  Audricitis,  scaler  {hoatstecrcr). 

PELAGIC   SEALlNa. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  British  Colnmhia,  ss.; 
H.  Audru'ius,  ho'ivrr  (]uly  sworn,  deposes  and  snys:  My  ajje  is  21 
years;  occupation,  seaman;  and  live  in  Victoria,  British 
C()lnnd>ia.  I  first  sailed  in  1<SJ)1  in  the  vessel  N.  E. 
Faint,  Bisit,  master,  as  boat-steerer.  We  cleared  in 
Apnl  from  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  and  bad  six 
boats,  with  three  men  to  each  boat.  The  hunters  used  shotfjfuns.  We 
Mostly pro^uantfo-  scalcd  alouff  the  coast  and  captured  lot;  most  all  of 
-"ost  tiiroo-  them  were  pregnant  females;  Ave  lost  fully  three  out  of 
lour  that  we  killed.  We  did  not  enter  the  I>ering  Sea 
this  year.  Then^  is  no  place  on  the  coast  where  the  seals  h.aul  uj)  and 
give  birth  txi  their  young;  they  never  give  birth  on  the  kelp.  I  re- 
turned to  Victo'-ia  and  was  discharged  in  0<'t(U)er.  On  January  27, 
1892,  I  went  seal  hunting  again  as  boat-i)uller  on  the 
Labadore,  Whitly,  master.  She  carried  three  boats, 
three  men  to  each  boat,  all  white  men.  We  commenced  sealing  out- 
side of  Cape  Flattery  and  sealed  to  the  northward  up  the  coast.  I 
know  that  the  seals  aremorescarce  this  year  than  they 

Decrease.  ^,^.^.^,    j.^^j.   ^^^^       j   ^j^  ^^^^  ^^^.^^^  -^   j^  ^.j^j^^   ^^  j^jjj  ^^^'^ 

mother  seals  Avith  pups  in  them.    It  is  almost  impossible  to  distinguish 
the  male  from  the  female  at  a  distance  in  the  water. 

I  came  back  in  the  schooner  Minnie,  Tyson,  master,  about  the  4th  of 
Minnie  im"  March;  [  shipped  trom  Clayquot,  as  steerer;  she  had 

""""'     "■  three  boats,  and  two  men  to  each  boat,  all  Avhite  men, 

who  used  shotguns.  This  year  the  shotguns  were  used  more  than 
rifles.  We  only  got  live  seals.  They  are  very  wild  this  year  and  very 
difficult  to  catch  on  aticount  of  their  having  been  hunted  so  much.  The 
captain  returned  to  Victoria  with  his  veSvSel  because  he 
could  not  make  it  pay  in  the  seal-hunting  busiiuiss.  I 
returned  to  Victoria  on  the  20th  of  April.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  right  to  kill  the  mother  seals  before  they  have  given  birth  to 
their  young,  as  it  is  a  fact  that  when  we  kill  the  mother  seal  we  also 
kill  her  ])u]).  They  should  not  be  hunted  for  six  weeks  after  giving  birth 
to  their  young. 

H.  Andrioius. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mo  ou  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1802. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  INIyebs, 

United  States  Consul. 


Zabadore,  1892. 


Proliibltion 
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Deposition  of  Bernhardt  Bleidncr,  scaler  {hoatpuUer), 

pelagic  seaxing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  British  Colinnhia,  ss  : 

Bernhardt  lileidner,  briPT  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 

Kxporionce.  gr,y.i,.   [  j.^side  at  Victoria,   'blti'sh  (Columbia;   am  ."^2 

years  of   age;    my  oc<'iip''t;<  n,    seaman.     In    1887   I 
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Females  principally 
cnuKlit. 


Hliipped  on  the  schooner  CJiallenge,  Jones,  master,  as 
boiit-pnUor.  She  carried  four  boats  and  three  men  to  ,0^*""*"^''  ^''^^' 
each  boat,  all  white  men,  who  used  shotj^uns  in  hunt- 
ing the  seals.  We  lelt  Tort  Townsend  in  May  and  sealed  south  to 
Cai»e  Flattery  and  then  went  north  alonj;  the  (!oast  until  we  came  to 
Uniinak  Pass,  and  captured  from  three  to  four  luindred  seals,  ^lost  all 
were  females  and  had  pups  in  them,  I  think  fully  two-thirds  of  all 
we  caufjht  were  females,  and  a  few  were  bulls.  On  an 
average  we  saved  one  out  of  three  that  were  killed. 
We  were  seized  in  the  Unimak  Pass  and  taken  to  Una- 
laska  and  all  the  skins  were  taken  away  from  us.  The  vessel  was  re- 
leased and  we  returned  to  Seattle  the  latter  part  of  September.  We 
tried  to  shoot  the  seals  in  the  head  or  heart,  for  if  we  shot  them  in  any 
other  i>laco  we  would  lose  them,  and  if  wo  killed  them  dead  they 
would  sink  and  many  of  them  we  could  not  <s;et. 

In  January,  1880,  I  again  aliipped  from  Victoria,  British  Columbia, 
in  the  schooner  Walter  Rich,  Siewart,  master;  we  car-      ^ 
ricd  6  boats  and  1  sterr  boat,  3  men  to  each  boat,  all      '<*«»■*«• 
white  men,  who  used  riHes  and  shotguns.     Wo  always  tried  to  slip 
uy>  on  them  and  shoot  thein  while  thoy  were  asleep. 
We  secured  500  skins  along  the  coast,  most  all  of  which  prTncf^au"/ taken."'** 
were  pregnjint  females,  and  returned  to  Victoria  the 
latter  part  of  April.    There  is  no  place  on  the  coast 
where  the  seals  haul  up  on  the  land  and  give  birth  to  pHb'uof  iluna"!^  "° 
their  young,  nor  do  they  ever  give  birth  to  their  young 
on  the  kelp.     It  is  abuost  impossible  to  distinguish  the  female  seals 
fi'(mx  the  male  in  the  water,  unless  it  is  an  old  bull.    I  don't  think  it  is 
right  to  kill  the  mother  seal  before  thej'  give  birth  to  their  young,  for 
it  is  a  fact  that  when  you  kill  the  mother  you  also  kill 
her  imp.    I  don't  think  the  seals  are  as  i)lentiful  as 
they  were  last  year,  and  the  hunting  of  them  should  be  „Jy"''''''""°  "^'''*' 
stopped  in  the  North  Paciiic  Ocean, 

BRnNHD.  Bleidner. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mo  on  this  2lM  day  of  April,  A.  D 
lS<t2. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myeus, 

United  iStatcs  Consul. 


Dccreaso. 


Deposition  of  Xicls  Bonde,  sealer  (mate). 
pelagic  sealing. 

Province  of  Bbitisr  Coliimbia, 

City  of  Victoria,  ss : 

Niels  Bonde,  being  duly  sworn,  de]ioses  and  says:  I  am  24  years  ot 
age;  residence,  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  occupation, 
seaman.    I  went  sealing  as  deck  hand  in  the  liritish     Experience 
schooner  Kate,  Capt.  Moss,  master,  in  1887.     We  ha<l 
twenty  canoes  and  Indian  hunters  who  used  spears, 
except  in  calm  weather,  when  they  would  us(^  shotguns.     We  sailed, 
from  Victoria  the  loth  of  March,  sealing  off  Barclay  Sound,  between 
there  and  Cape  Cook,  and  caught  5li2  seals.    Came  back  to  Victoria  in 
May,  discharged  our  .^kiiis  and  then  w<'nt  to  ISeriiig 
Sea,  arriving  there  in  .luly.     We  came  out  of  the  Bering       "'"^  '  *** 


Kate,  1887. 


il^ 


T*" 


■  I 
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Sea  tlie  latter  part  of  August,  and  liad  cafipht  about  1,700  seals  between 
the  Pribilof  Islauds  and  Unalaska;  we  caught  them 
Seals  caught  from  froui  10  to  100  or  more  miles  off  St.  George  Island.    The 
st.GiTsi^ti!™"'  largest  eatch  we  had  that  year  in  anj'  one  day  was  200 
seals.    We  only  took  eight  canoes  and  one  boat  into 
Bering  Sea. 
In  1888  I  left  Victoria  on  the  11th  of  Ai>ril  as  mate  and  interpreter 
on  the  British  schooner  Arannah,  H.  F.  Siewart,  master, 
i8fcV^"by'5u88ian8.°*'   ^"^  Carried  sixteen  canoes  while  sealing  on  the  «!oast 
and  Indian  hunters  with  spears,  but  in  calm  weather 
they  used  shotguns.    AVc  cauglit  about  100  seals  on  the  coast,  and  then 
in  the  latter  part  ot  May  left  for  the  Commander  Islands,  on  the  Eussiau 
side  of  the  Bering  Sea,  and  was  seized  on  the  1st  of  July  by  the  Rus- 
sian authorities. 
I  left  Victoria  on  the  28th  of  May,  1889,  in  the  British  schooner  Kate 
as  deck  hand,  with  ten  canoes  and  Indian  hunters  with 
^'^'^^  ■  spears    and    shotguns.     The    Indians    used    spears 

chiefly.    We  went  directly  to  the  Shumagin  Island,  where  we  took  in 
water   and    provisions,  and   went    into    Bering   Sea 
Boring  Sea.  througli  Uuamak  Pass,  jmkI  sealed  in  those  waters  till 

ordcreiiout.  somc  time  in  August,  Wi  en  we  were  ordered  out  by 

the  revenue  cutter  and  ".nt  to  Victoria.    We  cauglit 
a  little  over  800  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea  Ihat  year. 
In  1890  I  left  Victoria  on  the  ITthof  January  in  the  British  schooner 
P/owfer,  Moi<ran,  master.    I  shii)ped  as  a  deck  hand. 
rwnccr,  1890.  ^y^  ^^^  ^^,^  |j^^,,^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^.^  huutcrs,  who  usM  shot- 

guns and  rifles.    We  commenced  sealing  off  the  California  coast,  near 
Cape  Blanco,  and  worked  our  way  up  the  coast  to  Barclay  Sound,  and 
.  caught  about  400  seals  and  put  them  aboard  another 

erinii  ea.  vcsscl  and  then  sealed  along  the  coast  to  Bering  Sea, 

and  caught  on  our  way  up  and  in  the  sea  about  1,000  more,  and  left 
Bering  Sea  for  Victoria  the  latter  part  of  August. 
Theseals  caught  along  the  coast  alter  the  1st  of  April  are  mostly  preg- 
nant females,  and  those  caught  in  Bering  Sea  were  fe- 
mSel?'"""**'^  ^^'  "''lies  that  had  given  birth  to  their  young.  I  often  no- 
ticed the  milk  flowing  out  of  their  breasts  when  being 
skinned,  and  have  seen  them  killed  more  than  100  miles  from  the  seal 
islands.  I  have  seen  live  pups  cut  out  of  their  mothers  and  live  around 
on  the  decks  for  a  week.  On  the  Vioneer  we  had  a  couple  of  good  hun- 
ters who  would  get  almost  all  they  shot  at,  while  some  of  our  hunters 
would  lose  a  good  many  that  they  would  kill  and  woiind. 
A  green  hunter  will  not  get  more  than  one  out  of  Ave, 
and  I  have  known  one  hunter  on  our  vessel  who  shot  eighty  shots  and 
got  only  four  seals.  Indian  hunters  that  use  spears  seldom  lose  any 
that  are  struck,  and  there  is  no  wounded  to  go  away  ami  die.  I  can 
not  say  jiositively  as  to  the  decrease  in  numbers,  but  I  know  they  are 
much  more  shy  now  thaji  when  I  commenced  seeding. 

I  know  of  no  place  where  seals  haul  up  ou  the  coast, 
o/cou^st""""""''^'"'^  nor  do  1  believe  there  is  any. 

FlELS  BONDE. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  INIyeks,, 

United  States  Consul, 


Waste  of  life. 


Experience. 


Minnie,  1890. 
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Deposition  of  Henry  Broicn,  sealer  (boat  pnller). 

pelagic  sealing. 

Province  of  British  Columbia, 

City  of  Victoria,  ss : 

Henry  down,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  42  years  of 
age,  and  reside  in  Victoria,  British  Columbia.  I  am 
l)y  occupation  a  seaman.  On  or  about  February  21, 
I.SIM),  I  shipped  as  an  able  seaman,  but  did  service  as 
a  boat  s^^o^rer  on  the  sealing  schooner  Minnie,  which 
cleared  uom  Victoria.  She  carried  twelve  canoes 
and  a  stern  boat.  Each  canoe  was  manned  by  two  Indians,  who  used 
spears  principally.  The  stern  boat  was  manned  by  white  men,  who 
used  rifles  and  shotguns,  principally  shotguns.  I  acted  as  steererman 
in  the  stern  boat.  We  hunted  seals  all  along  the  coast  from  Grays 
Harbor  to  the  passes  leading  into  Bering  Sea.  The 
first  seals  seen  were  about  30  miles  south  and  west  of 
Cape  Flattery.  We  then  followed  the  herd  north- 
ward, capturing  about  1,000  seals  on  the  coast,  which 
we  transferred  to  the  American  steam  schooner  Mis- 
chief at  sea,  about  15  miles  from  Sand  Point.  We  then 
proceeded  to  the  Bering  Sea,  entering  throiigh  the 
ITnamakPass  about  the  middle  of  July.  We  captured 
over  1,200  seals,  all  tlie  way  tVom  24  to  100  miles  away 
from  the  Pribilof  Islands.  We  then  returned  to  Sand 
Point,  and  arrived  back  at  Victoria  about  the  last  of 
November. 


Appearance 

coast. 

Catch  off  coast. 


off 


Transferor cnrgo  to 
schoouer  Mitchi^. 


Bering  sea,  time  of 
enteriug. 

Catch  In  sea  from 
24  to  lUO  miles  from 
iHliiiids. 


Catch. 


On  January  19, 1891, 1  shipped  at  Victoria  as  an  able  seaman,  and 
took  the  boat  steerer's  billet  on  the  sealing  schooner      „  _^ ,  ,... 

-ir-  .         T  i  nt  •       1  Mascot,  1891. 

Mascot,  Lawrence,  master.  She  carried  one  stern 
boat  and  ten  canoes.  The  canoes  were  manned  by  Indians,  who  used 
spears  in  hu.iting  the  seals,  and  the  stern  boat,  in  which  I  was  steerer, 
Avas  manned  by  three  white  men.  The  hunter  used  a  shotgun.  We 
sealed  all  along  the  coast  fiom  Cape  Flattery  up  to  Cape  Cook,  on  Van- 
couver Island,  and  captured  9  seals.  The  only  one 
taken  by  the  stern  boat  was  a  female  with  a  puj)  in 
licr.  The  pup  was  thrown  into  the  ocean.  On  the  22d  of  May  we 
arrived  back  in  Victoria. 

On  the  2.jth  of  Februiry,  1892,  I  shipped  at  Victoria,  British  Colum- 
bia, on  the  sealing  schooner  May  Belle,  Smitii,  master.      .,    _  .,  ,„.., 

T     ,.  ,  ",  ,  1      Ti  •  '       •      .  t  Alan  BeUe,lS9i. 

I  shipped  as  an  able  seaman  and  did  service  in  the 

stern  boatasboat  steerer.    She  also  carried  ten  canoes,  each  being  manned 

by  two  Indians,  who  used  the  spear  in  luiiiting.    We  sealed  along  the 

coast  from  Destruction  Island  as  far  north  as  Triangle 

Island,  off  the  Vancouver  shore,  and  captured  but  one 

female  S(    1.    On  the  18th  of  A]^A]  I  left  the  May  Belle  at  Olayaquot 

Sound,  and  returned  to  Victoria  on  the  5th  of  May  on  the  steam  schooner 

2Iau(l. 

The  seal  captured  by  us  along  the  coast  in  1890  were  aU  gravid 
females.  I  do  not  kno\\[,  the  sex  of  those  taken  by  our 
Indians  on  the  coast  in  that  year.  We  did  not  capture 
any  gravid  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea.  Nearly  all  the 
seals  taken  in  Bering  Sea  were  cows  in  milk.  We 
captured  a  few  young  seals  in  the  sea  of  both  sexes. 


Catch. 


Coast  catch  in  1890. 
Pregnant  cows. 

Nearly  aU  taken  In 
Boring  Sea  nursing. 
Waste  of  life. 
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Suiiciirnily  of  In- 
dian h  u  n  t  e  r  H  and 
mothuds. 


Decrease. 


So  not  nam  up 
coast  and  are  not  born 
In  water  or  on  kulp. 


In  1890  our  hunter  in  the  stern  boat  secured  GO  seals,  and  lost  over  200 
seals  tliat  he  woundeil.  Thelndiansinake  a  sure  work 
of  it,  and  secure  nearly  every  seal  that  tliey  sy)ear. 
Tliey  donot  nnikesoniuch  noise  in  approac'iing' a  sleep- 
ing Heal  as  the  white  hunters  do.  When  an  Indian  in  a  canoe  is  ap- 
proaching a  hunch  of  seals  asleep  on  the  water  he  does  not  remove  his 
l)addlo  from  the  water,  hut  dexterously  and  noiselessly  moves  it  in  the 
water,  because  the  least  sound  would  awaken  the  seals.  The  hunter 
who  uses  a  gun  not  only  disturbs  the  seal  he  shoots,  but  awakens  and 
disturbs  the  others,  who  then  make  their  escape. 
In  1891  1  noticed  that  there  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  seals  seen  in  the  water;  also  that  they  were 
more  shy  and  wakeful  as  compared  with  my  observa- 
tions in  1890.  A  cow  seal  that's  heavy  with  pup  is  sluggish,  and  sleeps 
more  soundly  than  the  males,  and  for  that  reason  they  are  more  readily 
approached.  1  have  never  known  a  black  pup  to  be  captured  on  the 
coast.  Seals  do  not  haul  out  upcm  the  laud  along  the 
coast,  nor  give  birth  to  their  young  on  the  kelp  or  in 
the  water.  I  have  never  heard  the  Indians  or  white 
sealers  say  that  there  is  a  place  on  the  coast  where 
seals  haul  out  and  breed.  A  great  many  seals  that  are  shot  would  sink 
before  we  could  secure  them.  Sometimes  the  water  above  the  sinking 
seal  would  be  so  discolored  by  the  blood  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  it 
and  secure  it  with  the  gaff-hook,  which  all  sealing  boats  oarry  for  that 
purpose.  If  pelagic  sealing  is  continued,  especially  with  guns,  in  a  few 
years  the  seal  herd  will  become  commercially  destroyed.  Neany  every 
seal  captured  causes  the  death  of  either  an  unborn  pup,  or  the  death 
of  a  young  pup  by  starvation  on  the  islands.  All  pe- 
Protection  by  a  lagic  seahug  sliould  be  prohibited  after  April  1  of  each 
»ary.  year  untu  such  time  as  the  young  pups  areable  to  sub- 

sist without  nourishment  from  their  mothers.  It  is 
practically  impossible  to  distinguish  the  age  or  sex  of  seals  in  the  water 
while  approaching  them  while  at  a  reasonable  gunshot  distance  from 
them,  excepting  in  the  case  of  old  bulls.  Old  bulls  and  male  seals  ap- 
pear to  enter  Bering  Sea  before  the  cows  leave  the  coast.  Our  last 
catch  of  seals  on  the  coast  were  almost  exclusively  gravid  females. 

his 

Henky  X  Brown. 

mark. 

John  McLeod, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  INFay,  1892.  , 
[seal.]  Levi  W.  :Mykus, 

United  IStates  Consul. 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Brown  {No.  1),  sealer  (boat  puUer). 

pelagic  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  British  Columbia,  ss: 

Thomas  Brown,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  ago 
is  31  years,  my  residence  is  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  occupation, 
seanian.  1  went  sealing  in  1889  from  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  (I  do 
uot  remember  the  name  of  the  vessel)    Capt.  Sc'.)Lt    was    master j 


i 
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Firearms  used. 


Sea  Lion,  1890. 


"Wastcof  life;  mostly 
femalca. 


we  sealed  as  far  south  as   San  Diego,  Cal.,   then   went  along  the 

coast  to  Farallone  Ishinds,  opposite  8an  Francisco.    We  had  fix  e  boats, 

tliiee  men  to  each  boat,  and  one  stern  boat,  all  white  men;  we  used 

shotguns  and  ritles;  the  seals  were  very  plentiful  that 

year;  most  all  the  seals  that  we  shot  and  secured  were 

females  and  had  young  jnips  in  them,  and  Nve  would  sometimes  skin 

them.     If  we  didn't  get  to  a  seal  soon  after  it  was  shot  it  would  sink, 

and  we  l«sst  a  great  many;  probably  got  about  one  out 

of  live  of  all  the  seals  shot.    We  sealed  as  far  as  (Jueeu  i.^rg^Si'imikr"''' 

Charlotte  Islands  and  got  about  195  seals  in  the  two 

months'  sealing.    We  did  not  enter  Bering  Sea  that  year. 

In  1890  I  went  sealing  again  in  the  schooner  Sea  Lion,  Madison,  mas- 
ter; had  five  boats  and  three  men  to  each  boat;  I  was 
boat  puller;  we  were  sealing  about  three  months  and 
got  about  400  seals,  most  all  females.  This  year  the  seals  were  wilder 
than  the  year  before;  I  think  it  was  because  they  were  being  hunted  so 
nmch.  We  did  not  capture  as  many  in  proportion  to  the  number  shot 
as  we  did  the  year  previous,  and  did  not  save  more 
than  one  out  of  six  that  we  shot.  We  did  not  enter  Ber- 
ing Sea,  and  returned  to  Victoria  in  April.  Our  catch 
was  fully  80  per  cent  females.  I  do  not  think  that  seals  give  birth  to 
their  young  on  the  kelp. 

In  1891,  in  the  month  of  February,  I  sailed  from  Victoria,  British  Co- 
lumbia, on  the  schooner  Thistle,  Nicherson,  master,  on 
a  sealing  voyage.    We  had  seventeen  boats  and  three 
men  to  each  boat;  all  white  men.    I  signed  as  boat  puller.    Commenced 
sealing  off  Cape  Flattery  and  all  the  seals  which  we  caught  were  preg- 
nant females.    I  did  not  see  as  many  seals  as  the  years  previous;  I  left 
the  vessel  in  April  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia.    The  seals  upon  this 
voyage  were  more  shy  than  in  1889  and  moie  difficult  to 
capture.    During   the   trip  of  1891  I  don't  think  we    ^,ua„°"''^^\""'*"y 
got  more  than  one  seal  out  of  six  that  we  killed;  many  p'"®*''"''"  «•""«»• 
were  wounded  and  others  were  shot  dead  and  sank  before  the  boat 
could  get  to  them.    The  seals  are  decreasing  in  num- 
ber rapidly,  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  extermination 
of  seals  the  hunting  of  them  should  be  prohibited  until  after  the  mother 
seals  give  birth  to  their  young.    Sealers  should  be  no- 
tified of  a  closed  season  before  they  go  to  the  expense     cioae  season  neces- 
of  fitting  out.  ""■y- 

Thomas  Bkown. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[seal.]  Levi  W.  Myees, 

United  States  Consul. 


Thiitle  1891. 


Decrease, 


Deposition  of  Christ  Chuisen,  dealer  {inaster). 

PELAGIC    SEALING-. 


Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  British  Columhia,  ss: 

Christ  ClausiMi,  being  duly    sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  reside 
at  Victoria,    British    Columbia;    occupation,    muster    mariner,    and 
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Experience. 

Kelly,  master. 

0.  H.  Tupper,  1889. 


log  Sea. 


am  32  years  of  ajre.    I  went  seal  hunting  in  1889, 

as  mate  of  the  British  schooner  C  H.  Tapper,  Capt, 

She  carried  seven  b()ats  and  white  hunters,  who  used 

mostly  shotguns.     Sailed  from  Victoria  in  February, 

and  commenced  sealing  off  the  California  coast  and 

hunted  seals  all  along  the  coast  to  Unamak  Pass,  and  went  into  the  sea 

the  2d  of  July  and  caught  seals  around  the  eastern  part  of  Bering  Sea 

until  the  latter  part  of  September,  and  then  returned  to  Victoria.    We 

had  very  poor  hunters  and  only  caught  600  that  season,  400  of  which 

we  took  in  the  sea. 

In  1890  I  was  navigator  in  the  British  schooner  Minnie,  and  was 

equipped  Avith  canoes  and  Indian  hunters,  who  used 

Minnie,  1890.  sj)ears  chiefly.    Sailed  irora  Victoria  and  hunted  along 

the  coast  up  the  Unamak  Pass  and  entered  Bering  Sea  about  the  10th 

of  July,  and  hunted  ofi"  the  Pribilof  Islands  until  about  the  1st  of 

September  and  then  returned  to  Victoria.    My  catch  that  year  was 

2,600,  of  which  about  2,000  were  caught  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

In  1891  I  went  as  navigator  in  the  same  vessel  and  with  the  same 

.  crew,  and  they  used  spears  in  hunting.    We  sailed 

'"""'  from  Victoria  and  hunted  along  the  coast  over  the 

same  course  we  did  the  year  before,  and  went  into  Bering  Sea  through 

the  Unamak  Pass,  about  the  middle  of  July,  and  caught  only  about 

400  that  season,  none  of  which  were  taken  in  Bering 

Wnrncd  out  of  Ber-   g^j,     ^y^  ^ygje  Avamcd  out  of  the  sca  bcfore  we  lowered 

any  boats  and  returned  to  Victoria. 
The  Indian  hunters,  when  they  used  spears,  saved  nearly  ^very  one 
tliey  struck.  It  if,  my  observation  and  exi)erience  that 
an  Indian,  or  a  white  hunter,  uulc  very  expert,  will 
kill  and  destroy  many  times  more  tuan  he  will  save,  if 
he  uses  firearms.  It  is  our  object  to  take  them  when 
asleep  on  the  water,  and  any  attempt  to  capture  a 
breeching  seal,  generally  ends  in  failure.  The  seals  we  catch  along  the 
coast  are  nearly  all  pregnant  females.  It  is  seldom 
femafe's.'*^ ""  ^"^"'"*  "^^  capture  an  old  bull,  and  what  males  we  get  are 
usually  young  ones.  I  have  frequently  seen  cow  seals 
cut  open  and  the  unborn  pups  cut  out  of  them  and  they  would  live  for 
several  days.  This  is  a  frequent  occurence.  It  is  my  ex])erience  that 
fully  85  per  cent  of  the  seals  I  took  in  Bering  Sea, 
were  females  that  had  given  birth  to  their  pups,  and 
their  teats  would  be  full  of  milk.  I  have  caught  seals 
of  this  kind  from  100  to  150  miles  away  from  the 
Pribilof  Islands.  It  is  my  opinion  that  spears  should 
be  used  in  hunting  seals,  and  if  they  are  to  be  kept  from  extermination 
the  shotgun  should  be  discarded. 

Chr.  Claitsen. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  en  this  23d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[siiAL.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 


Success 
Bpear. 


with    the 


Waste  of  liio  with 
firearms. 


Eighty-five  per  cent 
milkiug  feniaU'S. 

Prohibition  of  shot- 
gun necessary. 
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Deposition  of  Louis  Culler,  sealer  {boat-jruller). 

telagio  sealing. 

Province  of  British  Colujiiha, 

Citif  of  Victoria,  ss : 

Louis  Culler,  boiiiji'  duly  swoni,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 28 years  old, 
and  reside  at  Port  Towusend,  State  of  Wasliiugton.    1     e      <     . 
am  by  occupaticm  a  civil  onf>ineer.    In  1888  1  shipped       ^rprmcc. 
at  Victo'ia,  British  Columbia,  as  a  boat-])uller  on  the     q^.^^^.  ^^^  j,^^,,,.^ 
sealing  schooner    Oscar   and   Jlattic,    Gault,    master,  ^m. 
She   carried  seven  boats,  each  being  manned  by  three  white  men, 
Avho  used  shotguns, 
to  the  passes  leadin 


We  sealed  along  the  coast  Irom  Cape  Flattery  up 
g  into  Bering  Sea,  capturing  about 


C'litfli  off  toast. 


Kiitercd  lieriug  Sea. 


Cntcli  off  coast. 


Eiitircil  liiTui'rSc'a. 


Otto.  18!a. 


1,400  seals  before  entering  the  sea.   AVe  entered  the  sea 
through  the  Unamak  Pass,  and  captured  seals  therein, 
alter  which  we  returned  to  Vict<nia.     In  1889  I  shipi)ed 
at    Victoria    as    a    hunter   on  the   sealing    schooner 
Mafijiie  Mac.     She  carried  seven  boats,  each  manned     Maggw  Mac,  ^sso. 
by  tinee  white  men,  who  used  shotguns  in  hunting  the 
seals.    We  sealed  along  the  (!oast  from  Cape  Flattery  up  to  the  Aleu- 
tian Islands,  and  captured  3-10  seals  before  entering 
Bering  Sea.     We  caught  more  seals  in  the  sea  that 
year  than  wo  ca])tured  before  entering  therein.    After 
sealing  there  awhile  we  returned  to  Victoria.    In  June, 
1891, 1  shipped  as  a  hunter  on  the  sealing  schooner  Otto, 
liiley,  master.    There  were  two  newspai)ev  correspond- 
ents aboard.  King  Hale,  representing  the  New  York  Herald,  and  I\Ir. 
]\lcManns,  of  Victoria.     The  Otto  carried  three  sealing  boats,  each 
manned  by  white  men,  who  used  shotguns,  and  two  canoes,  manned 
by  Indians,  who  used  spears.    We  sailed  up  along  the  coast  toward 
Bering  Sea  and  captured  live  seals,  all  being  gravid 
fenuiles.    1  noticed  these  seals  particularly,  because  i,^uTfL"h'^''  '"'^'" 
there  were  but  few  of  them.     1  kejit  a  memorandiim  of 
the  transactions  of  the  voyage,  and  ni»ted  in  my  book  the  number  of 
seals  taken  and  their  sex.    >\e  entered  the  sea  through 
the  Unamak  Pass,  and  captured  therein  about  40  seals,  uu*r8ing  cows'."'" *^''''' 
most  all  of  which  had  milk  in  their  breasts.    After 
taking  these  seals  we  returned  to  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  about  the 
I'.'ith  of  September. 

My  observation  of  the  seal-hunting  by  white  hunters  in  1888  is  that 
they  do  not  secure  more  than  li  or  3  out  of   every 
100   shot.      The  number  of   shots  lired  by    a  hunter 
in  an  ordinary  day's  sealing  is  sometiiing  enormous, 
and  the  waste  of  seal  life  in  the  Mater  is  dreadful  to 
contemplate.     My  observations  and  experience  in  1889 
were  about  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  exce])t  as  to  the  number  of 
seals  seen,  which  was  much  smaller.   There  was  a  iiercep- 
tible  decrease  in  the  number  of  seals  seen  by  me  in  the     ^«'^''<''»'*''- 
year  1889  as  ccmipaied  with  the  year  1888.    The  proportion  of  loss  of 
seals  shot  by  white  hunters  in  the  Otto  was  quite  as  great  in  1891  as 
by  the  hunters  in  the  year  before  stated.     I  have  never  seen  any  black 
pups  in  the  North  Pactlc  Ocean.   .The  seals  do  not  give 
birth  to  thek  young  in  the  water,  nor  upon  the  kelp,  wftw'oro'n  kX."  ^° 
If  the  present  practice  of  seal-hunting  be  continued,  it 
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■will  l»e  n  matter  of  a  short  tiiiu*  when  tlie  seal  herd  will  ho  toniniorcially 

destroyed.    1  think  there  shoidd  lie  what  i«  ealled  a 
iJiM?!? iili'.'"^  elose  seas<»ii  in  seal  hunting-  in  tlie  water,  t<)  extend  from 

the  J  st  of  Ai»ril  till  siK'h  time  after  the  eows  have  given 
birth  to  their  young  and  have  reared  tluMu  to  an  age  at  wiiieh  they  ean 

live  wilhout  sustenanee  irom  their  mother.    The  Indian 
..^hnntT?^.'''^'''''"''*'  hunters  seeuie  at  least  eight  out  of  every  ten  of  the 

seals  that  they  sjiear.    They  do  not  mi>ke  as  mueh  nfiise, 
nor  frighten  the  seals  as  badly  as  hunters  vho  use  guns. 

Louis  Cillek. 

Subscribed  and  8Woru  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  ^lay,  1S92. 

[SEAL.]  LkVi'  AV.  MyEKS, 

United  tStdtea  Consitl. 


Deiioaition  of  Alfred  Dardetn).  Hitilcr  {boal-^utlhr,) 
I-ELACnO   SEALING. 

Dominion  (»e  Canada, 

\'iitori<i,  Jiritlfili  ('oluml)ia,  ss: 


Alferd  Dardean,  being  duly  sworn,  <leposes  and  says:  I  reside  at 
Victoria.  British  (^'olundtia.  .Aly  occupation  for  the  last 


Ex 


IKTICIILO. 


3[i,ll!e  .1  (/((»».«,  .liter- 
inis  llic  /;.  !■:.  Mar- 


vin, Ifi'J  I,  in  I! 


iiifiMa. 


Jlostlj'  pregnant  fe- 


two  years  has  been  that  of  a  seaman.  I  went  sealing 
in  tiie  schooner  Mollie  Adums  (alterwaids  changed  to 
E.  It.  Mart'iii)  as  boat  [)uller.  We  lett  Victoria,  IJritish 
C(dumbia  on  the  liTth  of  May,  1S90,  and  conuuenced 
sealing  u])  the  coast  toward  Bering  Sea;  entered  Bering  Sea  through 
the  Unamak  Pass  about  -luly  7  and  sealed  around  the  eastern  part  of 
Bering  Sea  until  late  in  t'le  fall.  We  caught  over  900  skins  before 
entering  the  sea  and  our  whole  catch  that  year  was  2,1.")9  skins.  Of 
the  seals  that  were  caught  off  the  coast  fully  90  out  of 
every  100  had  young  pups  in  them.  The  boats  would 
bring  the  s<'als  killed  on  board  the  vessel  and  we  would 
take  the  young  pups  out  and  skin  them.  If  thepu]»is  a  good,  nice  one 
we  would  skin  it  and  kce[)  it  tor  ourselves.  I  had  eight  such  skins  my- 
self. Four  out  of  five,  if  caught  in  IMay  or  June,Avould  be  alive  when  we 
cut  them  out  of  the  mothers.  One  of  them  we  kept  for  pretty  near  three 
weeks  alive  on  deck  by  feeding  it  on  (;ondensed  milk.  One  of  the  men 
finally  killed  it  beciuise  it  cried  so  ]iitifully.  AVe  only  got  three  seals 
with  pujts  in  them  in  tin;  Bering  Sea.  Most  all  of  them  were  females 
that  had  given  birth  to  their  young  on  the  islands,  and  the  milk  would 
run  out  of  the  teats  on  tlie  deck  when  we  would  skin 
them.  AVe  caught  female  seals  in  milk  more  than  100 
miles  oft' the  Bribilof  Islands. 

AVe  had  seven  l)oats,  and  a  stern  boat  and  three  men  to  a  boat.  Our 
liunters  used  shotguns,  and  w  ere  good  hunters.  They  lost  a  good  many 
seals,  but  I  do  not  know  what  proportion  was  lost  to 
those  killed.  Sonu'  of  the  hunters  would  lose  four  out 
every  six  killed.    AA^e  tried  to  shoot  them  while  asleep,  but  shot  all  that 


I'Vniaks  ri'cdini;. 


AVaKte  of  lilc 


liidis(  liiniiiatt 


came  in  our  way.     If  we  killed  them  too  dead  a  great 
]iuiny  would  sink  before  we  could  get  them  and  were 
lost.     Sometinu's  we  eoald  get  some  of  these  that  had  sunk  with  the 
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paff  hook,  bat  couhl   not  save  many  that  way.    A  ^ond   many  aio 
wuiindod  and  escape  only  to  die  at'terwaid*. 

Hunters  talk  about  the  seals  increasing  from  year  to  ^^ 
year,  but  I  know  they  are  deereasinji,  aud  if  they  keep 
on  killing  them  the  way  they  do  now  there  will  not  be  any  left  in  a  lew 
vears. 

his 

ALFEUI)  X  Dahdean. 

mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  the  2lM  day  of  Ajnil,  A,  D. 

[seal.]    '  Levi  W,  Mykks, 

United  tStdtis  Consul. 


Deposition  of  (Irortje  />islu)ii\  scaler, 
I'KLAGKJ   SEALING. 
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George  Bishow,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  reside  at  Vic- 
toria, British   Cohunbia;    am    by  occuiiation    a   seal 


iiiiiiter;  have  b<'en  engaged  in  the  business  six  years.    '"'""""'■'' 
\\iis  (Ui  the  Trinniph,  Faroritc,  Penelope,  two  seasons  on  the  I'tnhrina, 
iiiid  one  season  on  the  Anuuican  schooner  M'altcr  Rieh 
liiinting  seal  in  the  Pacitic  Ocean,  IJering  !Sea,  and  on   the   liussiiin 
side  of  the  Bering  Sea.     First  fcuuul  and  taken  seal  olf 
Cape  Flattery  in  January  and  follow«'d  them  up  the  ^'"™""" 
oast  into  Bering  Sea,  Avhich  they  enter  about  June  20.     I  use  a  shot- 


gun exclusively  for  taking  seal.    Old  hunters  lose  but  very  few  seal 

i)ut  beginners  lose  a  great  many.     I  use  the.  Parker     j_.„,^,„    ,,,„,,„,,i„„ 

shotgun.    A  large  prop(U'tion  of  all  seals  taken  are  takcir ivnmies  wuu 

Ccinales  with  pup.    A  very  few  yearlings  are  taken.  •'"'' 

Xcver  examine  them  as  to  sex.     But  very  few  old  bulls  are  taken,  but  five 

being  taken  out  of  a  total  of  UOO  seals  taken  by  my 

schooner.    Use  no  discrimination  in  killing  seal,  but  .indiHciiniinatokiii- 

shoot  everything  that  comes  near  tin;  boat  in  shape  of 

ii  seal.     Hunters  shoot  seal  in  the  most  exjtosed  part  of 

tlie  body.     Have  never  known  any  pups  to  be  born  in  "utsi.iu  i'rnVi(..c  i 

tl'.e  water,  nor  on  the  land  on  the  <'oast  of  Alaslca  any-   '""'''■ 

where  outside  of  the  Tribilof  Islands.     Ilav(*   iie\ev  known  fur  seal  to 


]'ii]iH    iiDl    liiiiii   i 


w 


haul  u]>  on  the  land  anywhere  on  the  coast  except  on 
the  I'ribilof  Islands.     Alost  of  the  seals  taken  in   l>er- 


Tur    s<'iils    ilii     ihpC 
1i,'mI   ii|i  on   laiiil 


iiig  Sea  are  females.     Have  taken  them  70  miles  from  ',;'..''.',.,""  i''"'""''  ' 
tlie  islands  that  were  full  of  iiiillv.     f  think  a  closed 
siason  should  be  established  for  breeding  seal  from  Jan- 
uary 1st  to  August  loth  in  the  iS'orth  Bacitii;  Ocean  and 
Jiering  Sea. 


laiiils 

Cln.seil  aoa.soii  ueo- 
issarv. 


George  Disfkjw. 


Subscribed  aiul  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  May,  1802. 

A.    W.   L.VVKN'DEi;, 

United  estates  Treusury  Aejcnt. 
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Deposition  of  E,  M.  (HreeiiUdf,  staler  {uuiHter). 

PELAGIC    SEALING. 

Trovince  of  Buitisii  Coli'MHIa,  Victoria,  hs: 

E.  ^r.  Gjc'ciik'af,  beiiij;'  duly  sAvorii, (U'lmscs  and  says:  I  liavorcsidod 

in  Victoria,  liritisli  Coluuibia,  since  18.S4.     My  <)ecu]>a- 

tion  i,s  that  of  a  seafarinft-  man  and  have  a  connnissiou 

as  master  mariner.    Was  sliii)i)in;>'  afi'ent  in  this  port 
In  ].S!)]  1  went  on  a  sealing  cruise  as  iuast<'r  of  the 

schooner  Mountain  Chief,  leaviufi'  A'ictoria  on  i\Iay  12. 

I  went  to  the  montli  of  San  Juan   IJiver,  on  tlie  coast 

of  Vanc(»uver  Island,  o]»i)osite  Neah  l>ay,  and  contiii- 
ued  sealing  aloii<4' up  the  coast  almost  as  far  north  as  Kodiak  Jslaiid. 
INly  vessel  then  si)riinj»' a  leak  and   I  was  com]»clled  to  return  to  this 

port,  which  1  leached  about  -Inly  1.     We  ca]»tured  03 
jic.Hiiviviiiaies;  nil  xeals.all  of  which  Mere  females, and  all  were  prcunant. 

AVith  regard  to  pregnancy  1  may  note  that  the  seals 
taken  off  the  coast  of  Vancouver  Island  were  not  as  far  advaiu-ed  as 
those  taken  larther  north.  1  had  six  canoes,  with  Indian  hunters,  who 
nse<l  botli  s[)cais  and  shotguns.  Indians  lose  a  less  number  of  the  seals 
shot  at  and  wounded  or  killed  than  white  hunters.    When  they  use 

sjK'ars  they  get  nearly  all  they  wound.  When  they  use 
ci'or/siim'k.  ""^  "^  sliotgiins  tlicy  do  not  get  more  than  one  out  of  eight 

killed  or  wounded. 
I  was  interested  in  the  schooner  Sarah  W.  Ifunt  that  made  a  voyage 
from  New  Yoik  to  the  South  Atlantic  in  1S8U- .S3,  leaving  in  Sei)tember 
of  JSS2,  on  a  sealing  venture.  The  intention  was  to  visit  the  (ieorgian 
and  South  Shetland  Islands.  Since  then  I  have  been  interested  in  the 
sealing  business,  and  am  well  ac([iia luted  with  it  and  the  men  engaged 
in  it  and  the  methods  they  employ.  I  am  accpiainted  with  the  hunters 
and  masters  who  sail  from  this  ]»oit,  and  board  all  incoming  and  out- 
,.  ,  „  .  ,  „  going  vessels  of  that  class.  These  men  all  acknowl- 
I'll. ill.  (■oasii.nyiuini  cdgc  that  nearly  all  the  seals  taken  on  the  Pacihc 
^^■'"■''^■*-  coast  are  females,  and  that  they  are  neai-ly  all  with 

young.    The  seals  are  found  otf  the  coast  of  (California  in  January  of 
each  year,  and  the  sealing  licet  goes  along  with  them  as  they  i)roceed 

northward,  nevei'  losing  track  of  them  and  tishing  every 

inn-ilia  in Ijauulu•,^^'''■  S'''^^^  *''<y-  ^'X  ^^^^  ^'^ttcr  ])art  of  Juuc  fleet  and  seals 
have  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Aleutian  Island 
grasses.  Pregnancy  is  now  far  advanced  and  young  ones  talcen  from 
their  dead  mother's  wonib  have  lived  several  days  on  the  decks  of  the 
ships.  Those  that  1  caught  last  year — the  pups,  1  mean — were  thrown 
oNcrboard. 

In  conversation  with  boat-steercrs  and  boat-i)ullers  I  have  frequently 

hoiird  them  state  that  hunters  would  sometimes  tire  from  75  to  100 

shots  witlumt  bringing  in  a  single  seal.    TJie  hunters  would  claim 

they  secured  nearly  all  they  fired  at  or  killed,  but  it  is  known  that  this 

is  not  true.    It  is  iiii])ossible  to  say  what  proportion  of  the  seals  fired 

at  are  killed  or  wounded,  but  taking  the  run  of  hunters,  good  and  poor, 

iiot.s    ot  50  ^  ^l't>"l(^l  say  that  the  best  get  about  50  ])er  cent  of 

pcr^coiif  ami  iMimcst  tliose  shot  at,  while  the  poorest  do  not  get  more  than 

lout  of  15.  jjjig  Q^^  of  fifteen  fired  at.    I  have  also  learned  by  con- 

MiiiiiiiKcowskiikd  versatioii  with  Bering  Sea  hunters  that  they  kill  seal 

20  to  -joo  miles  iiDui  ^.^^yg  ^0  to  200  luilcs  fioiii  the  breeding  ground's  aisd  that 

these  cows  had  recently  given  birth  to  yeunj,.    1  have 
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observed  in  the  skins  that  the  size  of  tlie  teats  shows  either  an  advanced 
state  of  prognaey  or  of  iccent  deliveiy  of  youny*.  To  my  knowledge, 
itiid  from  coiiversatioii  with  others,  I  can  stat*;  i)osi- 
tivcly  tliat  si^als  liavc  doci'casod  rapidly  hi  numbers  olt 
the  I'acitic  coast  in  thr  last  live  or  six  years.  A  scliooncr  iist'd  to 
secure  from  7(M>  to  1,400  skins  for  a  spring  catcli,  wliereas  now,  witii 
all  tiie  improved  appliances  of  arms  and  vessels,  tiio  hugest  catch  is 
less  than  oOO. 

The  boatsteerer  is  siii)posed  to  be  the  most  intelligent  and  eom|)e- 
tent  man  on  the  boat,  as  he  has  charge  and  bears  the  same  relation  to 
tiie  boat  that  the  captain  does  to  a  vessel.  A  very 
lai'ge  niunber  of  shots  are  thrown  away.  In  the  ease  ti.^.y."""  "'  ""'"""''• 
of  tlie  Thistle,  in  her  voyage  of  181H,  she  brought  in  but 
!>  skins,  while  her  hunters  had  lired  away  liOO  pounds  of  shot.  She 
had  poor  hunters. 

E.   M.   (iUKKNLKAF. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  at  my  olVice  in  Victoria,  Uritish 
("ohimbia,  this  L'Oth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  J.Sti2.  Wit- 
ness my  hand  and  seal  of  othce. 

|L.  s.'l  Levi  ^V.  Mkwah^, 

United  imitates  Consul  ut  Victoria,  British  Columbia. 


Dejiosition  of  Arthur  (iriffin  {sealer),  boat  puller  and  stccrcr. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  Ilritisli  Columbia,  ss: 

Arthur  Gritlin,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  atid  says:  My  age  is  2'4 
years,  and  am  by  occu])atioii  a  seafaring  man  and  re- 
side at  Victoria,  lUitish   Columbia.     On   Febrmiry  11,      Expcikuco. 
1881),  I  sailed  from  Victoria,  as  a  boat  puller,  on  the 
sealing  schooner  Arid,  Biickman, mast(>r.     Shecarrie<l      '^''''Mshd. 
six  hunting  boats  and  one  stern  boat,  and  had  a  white  crew,  who  use 
shotguns  and  rifles  in  hunting  seals.     We  began  sealing  oil"  the  norlli- 
ern  coast  of  California  and  followed  the  sealing  herd  northward,  ca|)- 
turing  about  TOO  seals  in  the  North  Paeitie  (Jcean,  two- 
thirds  of  which  were  I'emales  with  pup;  the  balance  iianuwv.i'.''''  '"''*''" 
were  young  seals,  both  male  and  female.     We  entered 
the  leering  Sea  on  the  13th  July,  through  the  Uninudc   Pass,  and  cap- 
tured  between    000   and  1,000  seals  therein,  most  of 
which  were  females  in  milk.    We  returned  to  Victoria.  „„^i';,',"'-''  '"'"''"'''  '"• 
on  ;31st  of  August,  1880. 

On  January  10,  1800,  I  sailed  from  Victoria  as  a  l)oat-steerer,  in  tho 
schooner  Sea  Lion,  jMagason,  master,  and  proceeded  to  ,^eaJiov  ii<oo 
San  Francisco,  where  we  fitted  out  for  sealing;  trom 
there  a  month  later  we  went  sealing.  Our  vessel  carried  a  white  crew, 
live  boats,  each  boat  manned  by  three  men.  We  captured  about  MOO 
seals  from  San  Francisco  to  Cape  Flattery,  by  the  use  of  shotguns  and 
ritles.    We  returned  to  Victoria  about  April  1. 

I  went  out  sealing  again  the  same  year  on  the  E.  B.  Marvin,  IMcKiel, 
master.     I  shii)ped  as  a  boat  steerer.     Wehadawliite      „  „  ,,     .   ,  „„ 
crew  and  seven  boats,  and  used  shotguns  and  ntles 
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:iii(i  1,0(I(»  Mil  tlic  ('(tiist,  most  all  of  '.vliicli  wort"  Irinalcs 
f.mXs''''' '"'"'''''"  '^^■'f''    l*"'I>^-     NV»' «'iit('r('(l  the  si'ii   on  .Inly  ll',  tlinMigh 
riiaiiiak  Pass,  and   caiitmcd  ahoiit  f^tM)  seals  in  those 
waters,  altoiif  !H)  per  cent  orwliicii  were  leiiiales  in  milk. 

A  yood  liiiiiter  will  <»rteii  lose  oiio  third  ol'tlie  seals  he  kills.     A  poor 

^^.^  1^    ii.|.,  hiiiiler  will  los(^  two-thirds  ol' those  he  shoots.     On  an 

averajne,  hunteis  will   l(»se  two  seals  out  of  t luce  of 

2o'^'i!^t^Tl^,.«'iVmn   those  they  slmot.     W«M-aptiired  females  in  milk  from 

MioKifiiM.  L'O  to  loo  miles  from  tin-  rookeries.     Seals  do  not  haul 

!»..  ijoi  imiiI  iii>mii  *»"I  'ijudi  the  land  aloii;i'  the  coast,  nor  do  they  ;;ivu 

«■"""'  birth  to  their  yonnji'  on  the  kelp.     Wo  seek  to  shoot 

Not  im. in  .111  klip,      the  seals  while  they  are  asleej)  on  the  water,  because 

I'n.iiii.iiidii   iiKiN-   "  ''^''"'  ^'"*^   while  breechinji'  is  iiior«!  likely  to  be  lost. 

•iiir.v.  Seals  oiijiht   not  to  be  killed  in  the  water  during  the 

months  of  April,  May,  .lune,  -Inly,  and  vViiyust. 

AlfTlIUR  (IKIFI'IN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  L'Ud  day  of  April,  A.  J). 

18!L'. 
[l.  s.]  Levi  "W.  Mm: us. 

L'nUed  tStates  (Juiimil. 


Deposition  of  Jamrs  ITairisou,  sealrr  {i>ont  puller). 
PELAGIC   SEALINO. 


Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  lirifish  Colioiihid,  ss: 
James  Harrison,  bein<i'  <bdy  sworn,  deposes  and   says:  I  reside  at 
Victoria,  I'.ritish  ("olumbia,  and  am  by  occupation  sea- 
fariii;;'  man.     1  lia\e  had  experience  iii  the  seal-huntinj; 

business.  First  went  out  sealinj;'  as  boat  puller  alonji'  the  Northern 
Pacific  coast  about  the  20th  olMuiie,  ISitl ;  sailed  from 
A'ictoria,  British  Columbia,  in   the  schooner  I'riinnpli, 

Whidden.  master;  we  had  tw(»  boats  and  one  stern  boat,  three  men 

-with  each  boat;  we  commenced  sealing  ri^ht  otf  the  coast;  went  as 


ExjH  riiiii'c. 


TiliDiiiili.  ISOl. 


west 


Wiistool'  life. 


far  south  as  the  California  coast  and  then  hunted  noith  to  tht 

coast  of  Vancouver  Islands;  cau;j;ht  500  skins  diirinj;' 

the  season;  almost  all  of  them  were  ])regnant  fem.iles: 

M  ..sii.vi.n-MMiitic-  ont  of  a  Inmdred   seals  taken  about  00  per  cent  would 

"'"''''*  be    females    with  youiiy  ])ups    in   them:    1   can't    tell 

a   male    from    a   female    while   in    the    water  at  a   distanee.     On  an 

aveiaj^e,  1  lliiiik  the  htiiileis  will  save  about  one  out  of  three  that  they 

kill,  l)iit   they  wound  many  moni  that  escape  and  die 

afterwar<ls.     We  entered  the  Periii'''  Sea  about  the  1st 


Miilcird  liri'iiii;  Sea. 


Mostly 

CO  W.I. 


Ill  i  1  k  i  11 : 


of  June,  and  caujiht  about  L'OO  seals  in  those  waters. 


riiey  wereinostly  mothers  that  had  given  birth  to  their 
yoiinji"  and  were  around  the  lishinji'  l)anks  feeding;".    The 

linnters  used  shotguns  and  rifles.     In  the  Jiering  S«'a  Ave  killed  both 

male  and  female,  but  I  do  u(»t  know  the  proi)ortion  of  one  to  the  other. 

1  returned  and  was  discharged  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  about  the 

last  of  August. 


TAKKN    AT    VICTOIMA,    nT?ITIS|I    Col.rMlilV. 
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I'l  ill  III  I'll.  IS'.C 


T  saih'il  ayain  about  F«'bruary  12,  18!>2,  in  the  same  vi-ssel,  ami  the 
name  niasfer;  we  carried  two  boats,  and  three  men  to 
eacli  boat;  all  white  men  in  the  lioats,  but  we  had  six- 
teen Indian  eanoes  with  two  Indians  in  each  eanoo,  and  the  Indians 
used  shotiiuns,  but  did  not  cal^tur<^  any  seals,  and  returned  to  \'ietoiia, 
I'.ritish  Columbia,  the  Ist  of  April,  and  I  was  discharjfed  at  the  custom- 
house at  \'ictoria,  ISritish  Columbia. 

Seals  were  not  as  plentiful  along  the  coast  this  year  as  they  were  in 
jsitl.     I  think  that  for  tln'  proper  preservation  of  the      i,,,,,.,,,^,, 
seals  all  pelagic  hunting  should  be  jnohibited  until  the 
mother  s»'als  have  given  birth  to  their  young. 

-lAMKS    IlAKinsON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  I'L'd  day  of  April,  A.  I).  IS!»l'. 
[SKAL.[  liKVi  VV.  Mvj:hs, 

United  iStatcs  Voiisul. 


l'roliil)iti(m     iiro'i 
Hiirv. 


Deponifioii  of  James  TTayicftrfl,  sefiler  [hunt  stnrcr). 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 


^ry  age  is  .12 

Kx|iericnce, 


Province  ov  IlifiTisii  (JoLiMniA, 

('Hi/  of  Vicio)  itty  NS  : 
.lames  Ilayward,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  ami  says: 
years;  I  reside  at  Victoria,  lU'itisli  Columbia;  occupa- 
tion, seaman.     1  went  on  a  sealing  voyage  in  1SS7  as 
lioat  steerer  on  the;  American  schooner  ]'inulerlnU,,(ji\\^t.  iMyers,master. 
Slie  carried  six  boats,  and  white  hunters,  who  used  shot-      ^    ,  ,., 

1       .,,  I      •    •         11  1  -ii      !•  ii  Yainlnliilt.  \><A'. 

gnus  and  ritles.     1  joined    her   here  with  tive  others 
altout  the  nuddle  of  Slay  and  sealed  along  the  coast  to  Mering  Se;i,  nnd 
entered  those  wat<Ms  in  the  fore  jiart  of  .lulv  and  was 
ordered    (uit   of   the    sea.   by   a  revenue   cutter,  but  1,,^'"' '"" "' '""' 
kept  on  sealing  nut; I  September,  and  then  returned  to 
N'ictoria,  British  Coiuml)ia.    Our  catch  that  year  was  2,000,  or  there- 
abouts. 

In  1S88  I  went  in  the  American  schooner  Cluis  />.  ir(7.so».  Turner, 
master,  as  boat  steerer,  hunting  otter  and  seals.     SIh;   ,„ 

.     .    ,.  ,         ,  .,,         1   -i       1  i.  1     ii  1      f V'rtv. />.  II  i(to/i,  lSft8. 

earned  tour  boats,  with  white  hunters,  and  they  used 
siiotguns  and  ritles.  T.ett  Victoria  the  l.'Jth  of  ^lay  and  went  towards 
I  lie  month  <»f  the  Columbia  liiver  and  hunteil  along  the  coast  to  Shu- 
magiii  Islands.  We  caught  over  100  otters  and  a  number  of  seals. 
We  did  not  go  into  the  IJering  Sea  that  year.  In  ISSit  I  did  not  go  out 
hunting,  in  ISilO  I  went  in  an  American  schooner  (1  can  not  give  her 
name)  as  boat  steerer.  She  carried  five  boats  and  had  white  hunters, 
who  used  both  shotguns  and  ritles.  Sailed  from  N'ictoria  tln^  latter 
part  of  April,  and  went  over  cm  the  IJussian  side  of  iScring  Sea  and 
sealed  in  those  waters  and  caught  almost  1,800  seals  that  season,  a  ]»art 
of  which  we  caught  along  the  coast  before  we  went  into  Bering  Sea. 

in  1891  1  went  as  boat  steerer  in  the  American  schooner  C////  o/'  Sun 
/>/fY/o,  George  Weston,  master.     She  carried  tive  boats, 
and"  Avhite  hunters,  who  used  shotguns  and  ritles.     AVe  i^^"  "•''  ""'  ^'"'^''' 
left  Victoria  in  April  and  went  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  liiver,  but  tished  only  one  day  and  caught  only  one  seal. 


i,; 


I. 


11 


( 


i  ii 
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Wo  tlioiv  went  directly  north  of  Sitka  ami  comiiieiieed  sealiii^i'  oft'  that 
(Miast,  and  were  warned  not  to  go  into  the  Americiiu 
uJi'iU'vili^^'n!''  ^^  l""t  of  Jk'ring  Sea,  and  then  Avent  over  to  tlie  Kussiiui 
side,  neiir  tlie  <'o])i)er  IsUmd.     I  wa.s  under  monthly 
])ay,  and  did  not  keeji  track  of  the  number  of  seals  killed  and  cap- 
tured. 
Mast  of  the  seals  killed  on   the  coast  are  i)regnant  females,  while 
those  we  killed  in  the  ]>ering'  Sesi  after  the  1st  of  »Iuly 
uere  fcniales  that  had  given  birth  to  their  young  on 
the  seal  islands  and  come  out  into  the  sea  to  feed. 
Have  caught  tliern  150  miles  off" from  the  shore  of  the 
seal  islanvis,  and  have  skinned  theui  when  their  breasts 
were  full  of  milk.    Seals  travel  very  fast  and  go  a  long 
V'.-Ay  to  feed.     1  do  not  think  we  got  over  one-half  that  we  killed   and 
wounded.     Have  seen  six  out  of  seven  killed  sink  and  Avere  lost  before 
we  could  get  to  tlieni.     This  happened  last  year  in  a  boat  I  was  in.     I 
jj^^^.^,^  thiidc  the  seals  are  not  near  as  plenty  as  a  few  yeais 

ago,  and  they  are  much  nioie  shy  -d  harder  to  catch 
now  than  they  were  when  1  lirst  went  out  sealing.  I  think  this  is 
caused  by  hunting  them  so  much  Avith  guns. 

JAjNIES   HAY"\VA1!T). 

Subsciibed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  23d  day  of  April.  A.  I) 

[siiAL.]  LKVr    VV.    AIVKKS, 

i'niltd  A7(//cs  Consul. 


AViisKM.f  lif... 

Mdsily  ]irrgimiit  o 
niilUiii"  cow.s. 


Fi'mnlfs  fi'Pdiut;. 


DtpoiiHion  of  Victor  Jarkoh.son,  sealer  {master). 

PELAGIC   SEALINa. 

Vict(>    Jaeobsou,  being   duly  sworn,   dei»i)S(vs   and   says:    I  am  31 

„  years  of  age,   by  occupation  a  seal-liiinter.     I  leside 

at  Vu'tona,   Ibitish  ^oliuubia.     I  am  a  British  sul)- 

ject.     Have  been  engaged  in  sealing  for  eleven   years,  ten  years  as 

master.     Am  now  master  and  owner  of  schooner  Marif  EHen  and  owner 

„      „,,       , ...      of   schooner  Minnie.      I  have  sealed  from   Columbia 

)iiv,  lliver  along  llie  coast,  north  and  west,  to  tiii^  Aleutian 

Tiiiieofontrnnooof  Islaiuls,   passagcs,  aiid  in   Bering  Sea.      Tlie  female 

tvinaUs  into  lieriny;   scals  go  llirougli  tlic  passcs froiu  tlic  PacidcOceaii  into 

r>eriiig  Sea  l)ei  weeii  .lune  l.*5th  and  July  l.'ttli.    i'eniale.s 

killed  pic\  ions  to  tliis  time  I  Ibund  svith  pups,  but  none  witli  pui)s  after 

tiiaf  latter  date.     1  lune  killed  female  seals  wit  li   milk 

L'lKl  miles  from  the  Tribilof  Islands.     I    think  of  the 

seals  taken   by  me  that  Three  in  live  are  females,  and 

nearly  ail  witii  pup.     Seals  are  dimiiiisiiiiig  along  the 

coast,  and  unless   ]ielagic    sealing  is   slopped   in  the 

Pacific  Ocean  the  seal  will  become  exteiniinated.     In  ordt'r  lo  ]ire\eiit 

the  entile  exteiiniiiadoii  of  the  fur-seal,  1  think  all  i)elagic  sealing  in 

I'lMiiiiuii  M,  ill  i';ici    ^''"'   l*i»'''lie Ocean  on  the  coast  of  the  Unite«l   St.iles, 

lie  iiMii  (ids.sciisMiiin    Ibitish  (.'ohunbia.aiid  Alaska,  should  be  slopped:  also 

i!,n,.;.rSvnm..o,s.ar,v.  j,,   p„.,.j„„.  s.-a  uiitil   the  fciiiales  have  brought  forth 

their  ytuiiig,  about  the  l."tth  of  duly,  after  which   all  vessels  should  be 

allowed  to  enter  Uering  Sea  and  take  seals  without  restraint  any  idaco 
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onlsidc  of  the  lef!,al  Jurisdiction  of  the  Tiiited  States.     I  have  never 

known  fur  seal  to  haul  out  ujion  any  part  of  the  coast 

of  the  United  Stares,  J3ritish    (Jolunibia,  or  Alaska,   i,,:';',"]"'' ''"'■' ""'''" 

except  the  J'ribilof  Islands.     All  parts   of  the  coast 

have  been  visited  by  the  seal  hunters,  and  if  seal  liaule<l  out  any  jilace 

it  would  have  been  known  by  the  hunters.     1  have 

never  known  the  fur-seal  to  give  birth  to  their  young 

in  tlie  water. 

Victor  .lACKdutJoN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nie  this  ]3th  day  of  June.  ISilU. 
[SKAI.J  ('.  L.   ITooi'KK, 

Xotanj  PHblic,  I>istrict  of  Alaska. 


Xi)t  born  in  witcr. 


J)(2)oi^ifioii  of  James  Jainicson,  staler  [hoat-pulUr  ami  mate), 

PKLA(iIC    SKALIxa. 

Province  of  British  Cohmiua, 

CH;i  of  Victoria,  ss  : 

James  Janiieson,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    T  am  L'.'> 


years  old,  and  am  by  occupation  a  seaman;  I  reside  at 
Victoria,  Uritisli  Columbia,  la  }<l,\v'Ai,  1SS7, 1  Joined  the 
Jlritish  sealing  schooner  Mart/  Taiitov.,  ]\IcKiel,  master. 


J)X|I1  1  icIK'C. 

Mtnij  Tai/l'ir.  ISSf. 


at  Victoria,  liritish  Columbia.  We  went  on  ji  cruise  for  seal;  1  was  a 
boat  i)iillcr.  She  carried  hve  sealing  boats,  maiiiied  with  tli'fc  white 
men  each.  There  were  three  Indians  with  us  jiart  of  the  season.  We 
used  breech-loading  shotguns  and  Winchester  ritles.  We  began  to 
seal  when  about  L'O  miles  off  Cape  Flattery.  We  worked  toward  the 
nori Invest  and  captured  between  (10  and  1()(»  seals  on  tin-  '-oast, 
about  two  thirds  of  which  were  females,  with  pup;  the 
balanc(»  w<'re  yearlings  consisting  of  mah'  and  femah' 
after  whicii  we  ran   into 


At- 


cl.iy  Sound  for  siipplie: 


tui)-1  hi  I'll  8 

I'cniiiU'tt. 


from  wiiich  ]>Ia<'e  we  woi  ked  lo  the  northward  towanl  t;  !. 
We  cajitured  about  SO  seafs  while  en  route  to  tiie  sea  •  :il'  n 
of  these  were  femal' -.  with  i)iip,  the  balaiic  l»eiii;;  \t  ' 
one  half  male  and  one-hall  female. 

In  the  latter  part  of  .January  we  entered  the  J/erinL-  (V-a  rn 
Unainak    I'ass,   and  commenced    sealing  there.      W 


'ng  Sea. 

!ll      flS 

.    .     'It 


iiiiA'; 


In 


I  J>4«^..-  *  ..  ir  if  I)  H    o'f 

,     ill      1',.-    ;iiy;    .Si'il 

.  .M'i  liiii.  .  X,  l!(i  M' 

iiilcs  lioiiii  niofc* 


captiir(!d  about  S()(>  seals  at  a  distance  from  the  i'<m«4 
erii's  (»n  the  lMii)ilof  Islands  of  from  L'O  mile>  to  2««»* 
miles;  about  three  fourths  of  the  catch  in  the  sea   wa.- 
I'emale   seals  in  milk,  the  balance  consisting  of  year 
lings  and  male  sc'iils.    We  retiinied  to  \'ictoria,  l)ritisli 
Columbia,  some  time  in  August. 

Ill  .ranuary.  ISSS,  I  Joined  the   .]fiti(ntalii  ('liit/\  .ra.-oli.xoii,   »«}is'Hi"r.  at 
Victoria.  British  Columliia.     i  was  mate  on  t  his  \  cs.m'I. 
She  carried  ten  canoes,  each  manned  by  two  Indians,    iJ' '   '"'"   ''"'•''• 
who  used  s|»ears  while  hunting  the  seal.     We  began 
seiiliiig  aioii';'  the  coast,  and  captiiretl  about  -So  seals,  ait'-r  which  w<* 
sailed  into  i.'arclay  Soniid.  v,  hen  1  lelt  the  Minaittdii  Ch  -     aiifl'  joii*wi 


le  (ieiinan  ;.chooiier  Ailric  as  a  cook 


II 


iiisoii  was 


captain  of  the  AiUtc.     We  proceeded  up  the  coast  an<I 


Aih'le.  IHf^ 


look   on  sixteen  Indian 


alei's  and   ei;ilit   canoes.     We   tlnii    seaif-d 


*  i 
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jiloiiji'  tlio  coiist   toward  tlie  soa.  caitlnriiiji-  alxdit   l(t(»  srals  .'ji  vonle. 
Ill  tlu-  latter  i)nrt  of  .liiiic,  we  cnteriMl  the  lieiiiiji'  Sea, 


ill  v. 


and  ])roceeded  to  take  seals  in  tliose  waters.  ("a]»tnred 
ahont  TOO  in  the  sea.  Wo  arrived  haek  to  Victoria  on  tlie  L'L'd  of 
Septemlter. 

In  .lanuiiry,  1-SSO,  J  sliipjted  as  a  boat-steerer  on  tlie  TJritisli  sealinu' 

rr<s<(.  Lawi'enee.  master.     She  carricfl    six. 


n, 


.'/,    i>iSil. 


selKxiner 


Tin 


boats,  inelndin;^-  the  stern  beat.     ( )nr  crew  and  iinnters 

were  white  men,  and  were  e(inii)i)ed  with  AVinchester  ritles  and  lu'eccli- 

Ioa(lin<i'  shot^iiins.  witli  wliieli  lo  eaptnre  seals.     We  Ix'^an  seaiinjjoff 

the  ('olunn)ia  Ikivei',  and  then  "worked  ii])  alonjj;'  tiie  coast  caplnrini; 

abiint  .'iSO  seals  before  entei'ing  A'ictoria,  IJritisli  (.'obnnbia,  in  A])i-il. 

In  dannary,  IS'.IO,  J  shii»]ted  as  a  boat  steerer  on  the  sealing  schooner 

il/o////'.U/^n//.s'.]\Icl\eil  mastei'.   She  carried  six  boats  and 

MM,.'  AJ«m»,  1800.   .^  ^^  j^j^^.  crcAv,  wlio  uscd  sliot^nns  and  ritles.     ^\^'  sailed 

as  far  sonth  as  ("a])e  Mendocino,  Avhen  we  met  the  herd  ami  proceeded 
to  lake  them,  n])  alon<i'  the  coast.  ('a])tnrinf;'  abont  HK)  seals,  and  then 
I'ctiirned  to  Vict<»iia,  JUitisa  ("ohunbia,  where  we  littedont  for  the  west 
coast  and  the  ]>erin;^-  Sea.  Al)ont  the  last  of  A])ril  I  ajjain  sailed  on 
a  ci'nise  for  seals  on  tiie  same  vessel,  havinj;  the  same  crew.  Sealed  \\\> 
ahniji'  the  coast  to  Northeast  harbor,  cj.qiturinji-  (AH)  skins,  which  we 
transfejTcd  to  the  American  steamei'  Mis<hi</ •,\\n\  shi])- 
]>ed  to  A'ictoria,  liiitish  ("ohnnbia.  A^'e  ihen  sailed 
thron.yh  the  Tnamak  J'ass  into  the  Jlerin'g  Sea,  when 
we  at  once  bepin  taking  seals.  Captnred  1,(K)0  seals 
in  that  sea.  and  alter  remaining  in  those  waters  for  about  two'  months 
we  set  sail  foi'  \'ictoria.  IJritisii  Colund>ia,  on  the  Jst  day  of  Se]it(in- 
ber.  and  arrived  at  Victoria  on  the  21st  of  tlie  same  month. 

In  January,  1891, 1  shii»i»ed  as  a  seaman  on  thel'.ritish  sealing  scliooner 
Md.scdf,  Jjawrem-e,  master,  for  a  crnise  for  seals  on  tli'- 
west  coast.     Our  vessel  carried  one  stern  boat  niann.<'d 
bv  white  men.  and  eiiilit  canoes,  with  two  Indians  to  each  eanoe.     We 
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began  sealing  off  Ihirclay  Sonnd  and  canght  three  skins  oidy,  all  of 
which  were  females  with  ]m\}.  We  then  ran  into  Clayiinot  Soniui,  when 
J  left  the  Mascot  and  Joined  the  JSritish  schooner  \'<ii- 
tiitr.  Smith,  master.  J  shi]»i)ed  as  a  .seaman  and  linnter 
on  the  llritish  schooner  Vi'iiiurc.  She  carried  an  Indian  crew  and  six 
canoes.  The  Indians  used  spears,  and  breech-loading  shotguns  whil(> 
huiding  the  seals.  After  securing  our  Indian  hunters  we  went  to 
the  I'.ering  Sea.  and  proceeded  along  the  coast.  We  ca]»turc(l  oO 
skins.  AVe  entered  the  >ea  through  the  Tnamak  Pass 
in  the  latter  part  of  .lune,  and  c(mimenced  to  catch 
seals.  We  caiitured  (ilO  skins  whih-  in  the  sea.  In  the  latter  part  of 
Jid\  we  were  (iKlei'ed  out  of  the  sea  by  the  V .  S.  S. 
Thetis.  \\{-  ret  limed  t(»  \'ictoria.  In  Febiuary,  JS!)2, 
I  Joined  the  i'.ritish  sealing  schooner  Minnie.  Tyson, 
master,  at  Dodge's  < 'ove,  in  Uai'clay  Sound.  I  slii])])ed 
as  cook.  The  Minnie  was  e(|uipped  wit  h  three  sealing  boats,  all  manned 
\itli  white  iiM'n.  We  canght  live  seals  along  I Ik'  coast.  We  then  ro- 
tiUned  (o  Victoria.  \\.  C.  about  the  L'Oth  of  April. 
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in  hnutiiig  along  the  cctast,  I  think  about  SO  per  cent 
of  those  we  caught  were  females,  and  most  nf  them 
were  c.n  ryiiig  their  young.  We  seldom  caught  any  old 
bulls,  but  caught  a  re>  (d'  the  young<'r  inales.  I  have  seen  the  unborn 
young  lilt  out  of  the  mother  seal  and  live  for  a  week  without  food. 
We  us(  d  to  skill  s<iii  e  but  threw  most  cd"  them  overboard. 
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Im.'iHrriilMIl.llr  Uill- 


Tx'arlv  onv  wlioli.'  cateli  m  the  IJcini'''  Stni,  after  the     ,,,.„.     „ 
first  ot  .July,  (.iicli  year  ■were  leiiiales,  and  nearly  all  ol   mdsiiviniikiii- ,..«-*. 
tliein  in  ini'ik,  and 'had  evidently  ^iven  birth  to  their   ,v ml' i,'n!'" '''''''"** 
yoiinji'  but  a   short   tiiiM-  before.     The  milk  \V(»iild  run 
out  on  the  deck  as  \v(;  skinned  theiii.     The  Indian  hunters  with  speai's 
would  not  AVduiid  or  lose  but  very  few  seals  that  they  struck,  but  the 
ordiiiarv  white  hiinlei'  will,  on  an  averaji'e.  lo>e  oNcr 
half  tl;a't  iie  kills  •md  wounds.     We  try  to  take  the  seals   „J,''',1;,  '"''''■ ''''''■' 
when  aslee])  on  the  waters,  but  the  hunteis  are  usually 
])aid  a  eei'tain  sniu  for  each  seal  taken  and  they  ti'y  to 
kill  everthinji'  witlioul  refv'rence  to  a.n'c,  sex,  or  condl-   ■j^"'' 
tion. 

1  do  not  think  that  thev  haul  ii]t  on  the  land  (»n  the 

coast   and   1    have    never  known  of  anyone  taUiiij;-  a   J,^,y"'  ''  "''  "' 

youii;;'  seal  (  n  the  coast  that  was  born  that  year,  nor 

do  we  catch  any  cow  seals  on  the  coast  ihat  have  given  birth  to  tin  ir 

younji'  that  year. 

James  -Iamikson. 

Subscribed  and  swon;  to  before  me  on  this  2.'3d  (hiv  oi"  A])!-!',  A.  1  >. 
1S02. 

[SEAL.]  JVl^Vl   \V.  MVEKS. 

I' idled  Sillies  Consul. 


Imposition  of  J.  Johnson,  sealer  (sailing  viasfcr). 

TELAGIO  SEALING. 


KN|ifiiiiico. 


Sun  Diiyo. 
Viiieliipe. 
Ada. 
Ji'iincoe. 


MiunitlDi). 


.1.  Johnson,  bciiif;"  duly  Hworn.  dcjioscs  and   says:  T  reside  on  Doug- 
las Island,  Alaska.     J  ha\e  spent  six  years  of  my  life 
scaling.     I  have  bc' n   siiilinj;-master  of  the  schooner 
.sV(/(    /'iei/o,  the   Peifl  ipe  of  Victoria,  the  Ada   under 
the  (ieriiian  lla;:;,  the  /I'o.vcor  of  San    Francisco.     JIave 
been  either  master,  mate,  or   hunter  on  all  these  ves- 
sels.    Have  hrst  struck  the  seal  otf  the  California  coast 
below  San  I'rancisco  in  .lanuary,  and  follower!  the  seal 
to   I'.eriiij;  Sea,  which  we   entered    about  -Inly   Hith, 
lla\  ('  always  nsed  a,  shotyun  for  taking  seal.     About  W  jier  cent  shot 
with  sliotgiiii   are    lost.       When  the    litle     is  used,  :i    larger   per  cent 
is   lost.     A   large   majoritv  of  the  .seal   taken   on   the 
coast  are  cows  with  pi'ii..     A  few  .voimg  males  are  taken,   ,„,^f,',';;j,'''    '"'■-"^'"t 
the  ages  ranging  from  1  to  5  yw.iis.     Once  in  a  while 
an  old  bull  is  taken  in  tli(^  North    I'acilic  Oi-ean.     1    use  no  disci'iniina 
tion  in  killing  seal,  but  kill  evcrytiiiiig  that  come- Rear 
the  boat  in  shape  of  a  seal.     ^Vlways  shooj  .seal  in  the 
back  of  the  head  if  possible.     Sonietimes  s<-;il  are  siiot 
in  the  shouldeis  and  wonnd  them:  then  they  ciui  not  gel  away.     I  never 
lia\(' seen  a  puj)  born   in   the   water,  nor  have  J   ever 
.seen  (»iie  Itmii  on  shore  outside  ol' the  Pribilol"  {-•lands. 


IikINi  I'iiiiiiiiilr  Kill 


|M'h>'4i<'  liii'lh 


Never   knew  any  seal   to  haul    upon    tlnli-iiid   .<n  ilie  coast  elsewhere 


than  oil  the  i'ribilof  Island.^ 


Til 


e  inaJ(U'tty  i»t  nf 


ills  killed   in    lierin 


S<'a  iire  females.     I   have  kille<|  I'emale  seals  7.")  miie> 
from   the  islands  that   were  full  of  milk,     if  iuuutiii" 
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1  i. 


I'rotectlon. 

iiiited. 


is  not  sto]»i)0(l  on  tlic  islands  in  Boring  Sea  and  tlio 
North  ra('ili(!  Ocean  the  seal  must  become  externii- 

J.  Johnson. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  dny  of  April,  1S92. 

A.  \V,  Lavi;>'1)i;i{, 
United  States  TrvoHury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Francis  Robert  King- Jlall,  journalist. 
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PELAGIC  SEALING. 
DlSTRICT   of  COLUMIUA, 

Cifij  of  Washington,  ss : 
Francis  Hubert  King-Hall,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 
j,^  „..i,.,„,,.  ii  sMl)ject  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  late  of  the  Eleventh 

■^'""""  ■  Hussars,  a  son  of  Sir  William   Ivingllall,  K.  C.   B., 

admiral  in  the  F>ritish  navy.  I  am  35  years  of  age,  a  jouinalist  by 
jirolession,  icsiding  in  New  York  City.  In  1801,  as  a  correspondent 
of  the  New  VorU  Herald,  1  was  detailed  to  investigate  into  the  meth- 
ods ol'  pelagi('  sealing,  i  proceeded  to  Victoria,  arriving  about  the 
L{.")tli  of  June,  anil  procured  passage  on  board  the  seal- 
ing schooner  Otto,  Sa  tons  burden,  Luiu^nburg,  Nova 
Scotia.  Her  managing  owner  W'as  Walter  Borns,  of  V'ictcuia,  l>rilisii 
Columbia,  and  her  captain  was  John  Biley,  a  British  subject,  who  had 
had  several  years  experience  in  pelagic  sealing,  having  entered  Bering 
Sea  as  long  ago  as  18S,?,  as  mate  of  the  s»'liooner  Fantr- 
ite.  On  July  L'nd  we  left  Victoria,  the  crew  consisting 
of  the  captain,  mate,  4:  hands  before  the  mast,  a  cook,  and  a  Patago- 
nian  boy,  it  being  the  intenlion  of  the  captain  to  pi<'k  up  Indian  hunt- 
ers oil  our  way  out.  The  Otto  had  no  ditliculty  in  get- 
tho  o^T"^^"  ^"^''"  "^  ting  hei-  clearance  papers  for  hunting  in  IJering  Si'a, 
altiiough  the  Queen's  order  in  c(mneil  had  been  pro- 
mulgated, and  Lieut.  Hadley,  of  H.  ]\1.  S.  P/<y'rt,s70*/,  infoi  lued  ;ne.  when 
1  met  him  in  Bering  Sea.  that  he  had,  by  orders  of  Cojiimauder  Tur- 
nei',  retpiested  Collector  .Milne,  of  the  port  of  \'ictoria,  to  warn  the  (Hio 
and  not  to  give  her  clearance  jtapers  for  hunting  in  Bering  Sea. 

We  had  nuich  ditliculty  in  getting  liulian  hunters,  putting  in  at  sev- 
eral villages  along  the  Vancouver  coast.  IMost  of  the  hunters  werti 
absent,  having  been  employed  previous  to  our  arrival.  At  the  village 
of  Hes^uiat  I  met  Fatiu-r  Urabant,  a  Belgian  i)riest,  who  had  liseil  for 
twenty-seven  years  among  the  Indians  of  the  west 
coast.  Through  him  f  obtained  the  Indian  view  ol' the 
])resent  cf»mlition  of  the  Alaskan  seal  herd.  I  found 
tliat  by  the  use  of  the  spear  very  few  seals  were  lost,  and  that  the  In- 
,,      ,.,,  dians  of  V'ancouver  had  at  oiH^  time  a  law  ainony  tliem- 

liiiiiicMi  iiv  iiidiiins   selves  in'olubitiiig  tiie  useot  liiins  ni  taUiiii:  seals.     He 

amm.^.lK.m.,.lv,..s.  .,,^,,  ^^,,,,  ,„^,  j..,^,„  ,,j^  ,,^^.„  |;,„, fledge  tllUt  till"  CcilUck- 

elset  Indians  had  a  lew  years  ago  caught  olf  the  coast  1,G(M>  seals  in  a 
season,  and  that  now  they  couhl  catch  hardly  any;  that  the  white  men's 
guns  were  not  oidy  destroying  tlie  seals  but  driving  them  further  from 
the  coast.  Atevei-y  village  (and  we  stopped  at  over  nine  on  X'aucou 
ver  Fslaud)  1  inteirogated  the  Indians  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and 
j,^^,|.^,i^,  tiiey  all  agieed  there  were  very  few  seals  now  compared 

with  the  .yieat  numb.MS  which  were  found   formerly, 
and  t  hat  this  decrease  began  live  or  six  seasons  ago.    We  tinally  pi<'ked 
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up  two  Indian  huntois  and  two  oanoos,  'oesidos  wliioli  we  liad  a  sealing 
boat  and  two  other  ordinary  boats.  On  Thursday,  duly  ^JOtli,  mo  left 
Vancouver  Island,  making-  towiird  Boring-  8oii  by  way  of  the  Fair- 
weather  (irouiul  and  I'orthx'k  IJank,  wliioh  are  the  late  spring  sealing 
grounds.  The  lirst  soal  sight. mI  v>  as  August  Ith,  longitude  13(Py2'  west, 
latitude  52°  4(i'  north. 

During-  the  days  following  August  4th,  the  canoes  woio  lowered,  but 
their  search  for  seals  was  fruitless.  On  August  Ittli.  letbre  entering 
Bering-  JSea,  a  soal  was  s])eared  i)y  the  Indians  olf  ."M.irniout  Island, 
which  was  bearing  NW.  ^  \V.  '■)')  miles.  We  entered  the  sea  at  0:30 
1).  m.  on  the  22d  dav  of  .lulv  |  August]  aud  at !)  o'clock  .,  , 
the  tollowmg-  morning-  wo  got  (<ur  lirst  seal  ut  the  J>er-  2-j,  i«ui. 
iug.  It  was  shot  by  one  of  the  white  men  in  a  boat,  cit.ii  in  theMca 
We  were  at  tbi.s  time  about '_*.5  miles  wost  by  north  of 
Xorthwost  Cape  on  I'nimak  I'ass.  ( )n  the  same  d.iy  4  other  seals  wore 
shot,  and  3  not  recovered.  Two  sank,  and  the  other  oscai>od  badly 
wounded.  The  ibllowiug-  day  the  captain  shot  2.  losing  1,  aud  the 
other  boat  brought  1  seal  on  board.  On  tlio  2.')th  of  Angust  we  wore 
125  miles  southeast  of  St.  (loorgo  Island.  The  Indian  Iiuiitor.s  were 
out  all  day,  and  brought  in  3  seals,  tlso  white  hunters  getting-  none. 
The  ca])taiii  informed  mo  that  day  that  the  previous  year  lie  had  taken 
in  this  locality  14S  seals  in  one  day,  and  that  one  of  his  hunters  got  3S 
and  lost  40,  which  he  shot.  The  next  day  the  two  boats  and  canoes  wore 
<mt,  and  the  cai)tain  brought  back  J,  but  had  shot  ami  lost  0  others, 
1  of  which  sank.  The  other  boat  reported  tlm,t  they  shot  7,  but  all 
sank  before  they  could  get  them,  the  watoi-  being  so  cohu'cc]  with  blood 
that  it  was  im]»ossiblc  to  see  the  bodies  suiliciontly  to  reco\or  them 
with  the  gaft".  The  two  Indians  brought  back  10  seals,  all  speared. 
Out  ol"  the  uund)er  taken  on  board  4  wore  full  of  milk.  On  ilio  27th 
tlie  Indians  brought  in  2  seals,  and  the  captain  1,  which  were  all  they 
had  seen.  On  the  2!Mh  17  seals  were  taken;  the  ca})tain  got  3,  ha\ing- 
h»st  4.  kilh'd  or  wounded.  Tlio  other  boat  brcaight  in  3,  having-  lost  2, 
aud  the  cook  shot  1  I'rom  the  schooiiei-"s  dock.  Out  of  those,  7  were 
females,  which  covered  the  decks  with  milk  while  they  woie  being 
skinned. 

On   August  30th,  the  two  boats  g(jt  3  seals,  aud  both  reported  hav- 
ing hit  and  lost  sov<'ral  others,  but  tliev  were  unable  to  toll  how  manv. 


(/    Haiti 


The  following-  day  we  spoke  the  British  sclioiinor  (hear      ^^ 

and  Uattie.  and  her  si;ip|>er,  ('apt.  (Jalt.  Ixtarded  us   ihh~ 

and  remained  to  dinner,     in  a  conNcrsation  I  had  with 

hiui  he  states  that  his  season's  catch  \\  as  1..")10  skins.      s.:is(or,srMt.!i. 

That  on  the  ])rorlamation  tbrbidding  the  taking  of  seals 

in  Boring-  Sea  becoming  known,  the  schooiu'i  >  which  had  escaped  lieing 

warned  hy  the  T.  8.  S.  Thetis  at  Alitak  l>ay  at  once  made  for  the  Trih. 

ilof  Lslamls,  to  catch  all  they  could  before  receiving  the  otiicial  warning. 

This  statement  accounts  for  so  many  vessels  lia\ing  boon  warned  near 

the  islands  whicdi  previous  to  the   inndus  riraiuli  being  <leclared  they 

Ka»l  refrained  from  apinoaching,   because  they  feared   being  seized. 

The  same  day.  after  a  chase  oi  an  lu>ur,  we  were  seized 

by  the   r.  S.  S.  Moh'nnn.     The  total  catcii  of  seals  at 

the  time  of  sei/nro  was  4S.  and  at  least  20  woio  I'omales,  the  majority 


I  izcil. 


of  which  wer(^  in  nnl 


AH  the  se-als  wore  taken  from  120  to  180  miles 


WiiHtf  111  lifo. 


fi<  in  St.  <  leorgo  Island.     Lam  convinced  that  at  the 

\ cry  least  white  liiinteis  lose  oO  per  cent  of  the  seals 

they  hit.  and  probably  the  majority  of  those  wounded  will  ultiinalely 

die.     All  killing  of ;  t-als  in  the  water  must  of  necessity  be  indiscriminate 
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sliiiij^Iiter,  as  it  is  iniposHildc  to  tell  the  sex  or  the  exact  age  of  a  seal 
until  it  lias  hocn  talieii  into  the  boat,  wluTcas  on  land  favetnl  discrimi- 
nation can  he  i>.:a(lc. 

Granting  tliat  ojx'n-sca  seal  liuiitinji'  is  to  be  .   ;  •">'.l,  the  use  of  the 
^iiiu  shonhl  be  absolutclv  i)rohibt:   d,  and  a  close  time 

'■"'"""""■  estiiblished  which  shouhl  extend  irom  the  be<iinni.iji'  of 

the  year  until  all  gestation  is  finished.  Further  to  protect  the  nursin.i;' 
female  seals,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ]>rohibit  sealing;  within  a  /one  «'x- 
tendinj?  at  tlie  very  least  KM)  miles  from  the  ro»»keries,  in  oider  that 
the  females  may  be  unmolested  whih'  i'eedinj;-,  and  even  under  sucli  re- 
strictions there  is  no  doubt  many  imps  would  die  of  starvation  throu^ii 
the  death  of  their  niotheis,  which  wouhl  be  killed  outside  the  ])rotected 
zone.  Tiiis  method  of  protection  I  snyiiested  to  se  eral  owners  and 
captains  of  the  sealiuf;'  vessels  at  Victor!;),  wiio  all  ai)proved  of  the 
l)lan.  naturally,  to  a  certain  extent,  from  selfish  reasons.  In  my  own 
oi)inion,  however,  the  most  perfect  method  of  protectinf;  the  Alaska 
seal  is  to  kill  only  tiie  young  bachelors,  and  as  this  discriminiitioii  can 
be  matie  on  shore  alone,  it  naturally  restricts  all  killinj>'  to  the  I'ribiUd 
Islands. 

Francis  R.  King-Hall. 

Subsciibed  and  sworn  to  l)efore  me,  a  notary  i>ublic  in  ami  for  the 
District  of  C.himbia.  tills  L'oth  day  of  July.  l8i>L*. 

[SKALJ  '       t>KVELL;)N    A.  l>KO\VN. 

I'he  abov<'  staiement  is  made  by  me  on  oath  without  re.i!,'arf\  to  any 
international  question,  as  I  regard  ]>oth  th«  Canadian  and  American 
]iel:\gic  scalers  equally  destructive  of  the  seals. 

Fkancis  B.  King  11  ALL. 

JUL^   L'.Vrii.  IS'.L'. 


DcposUion  of  Aiulreir  Laiiiji.  frailer  tnul  st'nlcr  [mate). 

PELAGIC    SKAHNG. 


I  did   not  go  with 


TAKEN   AT    VKrrORIA,    BRITISH    COLUMHIA. 


') 


335 


The  TT.  r.  Saiitmrd 
in  IkTiuij  Sea  in  IS  il. 


her.    The  year  I  was  on  the  Faroritc  she  carried  In- 
dian huuters  also,  who  used  spears.    It  is  now  the 
l»ractiee  to  hnnt  ahtnjn  the  coast  early  in  the  season 
tVoni  the  ('ohnnhia  Hiver  to  the  iJerinj;-  Sea,  and  enter 
t  hose  waters  the  fore  part  of  ,J  uly.     Indian  hnnters  will   iie^'i;"| «"[  «"*"'"» 
not  stay  ont  over  ten  days  at  a  tinu'.  when  we  are  on 
the  coast,  so  we  have  to  come  in  and  out  quite  often.    This  year  I 
have  cluini.u'<'d  uiy  cn^v  to  white  hunters,  who  use  shotguns  and  rilics. 
When  ill  iJciiiig  Sea  we  are  usually  from  50  to  150 
miles  from  the  I'ribilof  Islands.     I  did  not  pay  any      Hunt  lu  r..iiiisSi;» 

,•       I  ii       i.-         ^     ii  i-  ii  1  1  i.    '''"I'  ■'"  '"  ''0  miles 

particular  attention  to  the  sex  ot  the  seals  we  caught  fiom  thoisiiiiici.-). 

on  the  coast  or  in   the  sea  any  further  than  we  got  a 

uuiiiber  of  the  yearlings  and  liyear-cdds  on  the  coast,  and  that  I  have 

seen  young  live  pups  cut  out  of  their  dead  mothers  and  they  would 

walk  around  on  deck  and  bleat  for  threi^  or  four  days,  and  then  die  of 

starvation.     In  the  lieiing  Sea  I  have  noticed  that  in 

skinning  seals  milk  wouhl  run  out  of  the  teats  of  fe-   .  'f"^"''  <'iiiij:ht  mirs 


iiii; 


cows    75  to   100 


males  who  had  given  birth  re  ;ently  to  their  young  on   miles  ivom  inianas 
the  islands.     I  have  caught  this  (ilass  of  females  from 
75  to  lOO  miles  iVom  the  I'ribilof  Islands. 

1  know  of  no  phice  along  the  eastern  coast  where  fur-seals  haul  out 
(tu  land,  and  I  do  not  believe  theie  is  any  outside  of  the 
Tribilof  Islands.     Fur-seals  do  not  give  birth  to  their  ,,,o?.s'il,n'i.''.  ""'^'  "" 
voting  in  the  water,  neither  will   the  pup  seal  live  if 

1  •      J.1  ,  i  i.  i.  1  •  Ki)t  b(pvu  111  water. 

born  in  the  water.     I  can  not  say  as  to  seals  ai)i)eaiing 

otf  the  coast   in  less  numbers  each  year,  but  I  think      er'it...ti<Mi  by  n 


sonu'  arrangcnu'iit  should  be  made  ibr  their  protection 
by  a  closed  se;isoii  dmiug  the  time  they  ai'e  carryinj 
and  nursing  their  youii 


•.nvy. 


A^'Dl^K^v  Laing. 
Subscribed  and  swoiii  to  before  me  on  this  2.')d  day  of  Aj)ril,  A.  1). 


ISJd'. 


[^ 


Levi  W.  Myeus, 

United  tStidcN  l.'())tsiil. 
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Drposilion  of  Txohcyt  IT.  M('M(inu>i,  ncirHpupc)'  corrcspoixlrnt. 

PELAGIC   SI.ALING. 

The  undersigned,  IJobert  11.  i\IcAIaiius,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  i'lov- 
iiu-e  of  Ibitish  ('olniiil>iii,  Domiiiiim  of  (Canada,  being 
duly  sworn,  saitii:  I  am  about  !!•  years  of  age,  and 
have  for  some  scais  ]»ast  followed  the  calling  of  newspaper  cnire- 
spoiident  and  writer.  In  IHS'.t,  at  the  time  I'le  Ibitisli  .sealiii;;  schooners 
were  .seiztid  in  the  IJering  Sea  by  the  riiite.^  States  revenue  cntrers.  I 
devoted  some  attention  to  the  sealing  indrdry.  lieiiig  acquiiiiited 
with  Mr.  Waltc  r>orns.  through  his  i>eiiig  a  boarder  in  my  family, 
and  who  is  largely  identilicd  with  the  sealing  ndustry,  I  was  by  him 
earnestly  solicited  to  accomi)iiiy  him  on  a  seali.g  cruise  ini  board  his 
schooner  0/^»  last  season.  Solium  time  previously  '  had  a  severe  attack 
of  liienimttic  goal,  and  was  at  the  lime  of  solicitation  by  Mr.  Umiis 
partially  convalescent.  I  was  advisetl  that  tlie  \'oyage  wouhl  lend 
tow.inis  the  recovery  of  my  iieallh  and  the  inducrineiit  of  an  o)»po!  luiiity 


14      - 

Kit    u 


*  ''i 

'i 


33G 


TKSTIMlJNY 


to  giiiii  by  persoiiiil  observation  all  that  could  be  loaviictl  of  the  seal 
biiiitiiij^  (luestioii,  which  1  would  be  enabled  to  turn  to  pecuniary  ac- 
count as  a  newsi»a|)er  correspondent,  determined  my  acceptance  of  tlio 
])roposal,  although  the  i)ecuniary  oiler  oliNIr.  J>(niKS  was  merely  trivial. 
J  was  very  weak  and  feeble,  and  had  to  he  assisted  on  board  the  ves- 
sel. ]\lr.  F.  J<in<;' Hall,  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Herald,  was, 
with  my  consent,  taken  on  board  as  a  passeuft'ei-. 
The  0/^0  cleared  from  the  Victoria!  custom-house  on  the  L'.'Jd  June, 
18!)J,  but  owiuf-'  to  thedillicnlty  exi)erienced  in  obtain- 
inj;  a  ciew  of  Indian  hunters,  did  not  sail  fronj  the 
harbor  till  the  lid  July,  and  then  without  any  Indians;  and  set  sail 
tinally  tor  the  west  coast,  Vancouver  Island,  on  the  5th  July.  At  the 
last  n'joment  the  owner,  Mr.  J'oriis,  was  prevented  by  some  business 
enjia^emeut  from  accompanyin,i;the  vessel,  and  before  leaving  requested 
me  to  ''keei>  my  eye  opened"  about  his  interests. 

We  set  sail  for  the  l>eriiif«'  Sea  from  the  northwest  coast  of  Vancouver 
Island  on  Thursday,  the  oOth  July  last.  When  otf  the  coast  of  Queou 
Charlotte  Islands,  some  seals  weieobserved,  which  the  captaininformed 
me  wcr(!  fur-seals;  the  one  seen  by  mebel(»n.u'ed  to  the  hair-seal  s[)eeies, 
as  1  knew  by  the  bronze  color  as  it  tloaled  i>ast  the  vessel.  It  is  said 
that  the  tiu-seals  have  some  undiscovered  breeding"'  jiTounds  in  the 
viciiuty  of  the  rrince  of  AVales  Islands  <>iou]);  again,  that  the  fur-seals 
bring  forth  and  rear  their  young  on  the  large  lloating  beds  of  kelp 
found  in  those  waters;  another  theory  is  that  the  seals  migrate  in  the 
s]»iing  from  the  coast  of  California  to  the  Bering  Sea  in  herds,  each 
herd,  like  the  bees,  having  a  recognized  leader;  should  this  leader 
hai)|ten  to  fall  a  victim  to  tlie  huider,  the  herd  becomes  disorganized 
and  dispeises  over  the  waters  of  the  North  Tacilic  Ccean.  However, 
be  the  theory  correct  or  (»therwise,  the  presence  of  fur-seals  outside  of 
IJering  Sea  at  that  time  of  year  Avas  rather  reniaikable,  i.  v.,  if  tiie  seal 
observed  by  the  crew  were  of  the  fur  seal  s|»e<'ies, 

Twenty-live  miles  off  Kadiak  Island,  (iulf  of  Alaska,  when  going  on 
deck  after  brcidvlast,  on  the  morning  of  the  1-lth  August,  I  observed 
some  dark  object  in  front  of  the  scluxtner,  and  called  the  attention  of 
the  captain  to  it,  who  ^-aid  it  was  a  log  or  a  i)ieee  of  kelp.  I  niaintai;;ed 
it  was  a  seal,  and  S(j  it  i»ro\ cd.  The  Indian  hunter  went  out  in  his 
canoe  in  ]»ursuit  and  killed  the  seal  with  his  spear,  in  sight  of  the  \  es- 
sel.     It  was  a  medium  or  lialfgrown  seal. 

On   tlie  evening  of  Satnrdav,   the  22d  Ant;ust,  we 
cutoin ".  ^'''''  """"'   entered  the  Uninudi  Pass;  weather,  nnst  and  !ain,and 
on  Sunday  moi'uing,  the  I'od,  were  in  the  proscribed 
waters. 
The  hunting  outlit  of  the  Otto  was  rather  linuted:  One  seal-hunting 
boat,  wldch  I  will  designate  the  lirst  boat;  one  pleasure 
nmi'«'l)'!]|Mu's.'    ^'^^'^  boat,  heavy  and  clumsy,  the  second  boat;  and  one  In- 
dian hunter  and  one  cam  eman  in  a  canoe.     The  lirst  boat 
was  nmnned  by  the  ski])])er  as  hunter,  an  acknowledged  expert  ot 
twelve  years'  experience,  armed  with  aXo.  12-bore  doiible-baiieled  shot- 
gun by  (ireener,  of  liirniingham,  and  one  Winchester  repeating  rille, 
and  a  crew  of  two  white  men  asimllers  and  steercrs.     The  second  boat 
was  manned  by  two  Swedish  seamen,  one  as  hunter  and  the  other  as 
])uller,of  no  ex]ieiiencewhateverinthebusiness,ainiedwithaNo.lObove 
double-barreled  shotgun.   The  canoe,  one  Indian  huider,  and  one  canoe- 
nnin,  armed  with  the  Vanc(mvcr  Island  west  coast  spear  and  a  single- 
barrel   muzzle-loader  shotgun,    this    latter,    I   was  informed,    merely 
to  give  the  quietus  to  the'harpooued  seal  should  occasion  require.    The 
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ammunition  used:  Curtis  &  Harvey's  No.  (5  grain,  size  14,  in  kegs; 
charge,  G  to  7  drams,  and  from  15  to  21  bu('ksli(»t. 

Tlie  following  is  an  extract  fnmi  my  note  hook  during  the  nine  days' 
hunt  in  Bering  Sea,  from  23  to  31  August,  in  the  wa- 
ters about  40  to  r)0  miles  from  the  entrance  t(»  IJna- 
laska  harbor,  and  40  to  50  miles  off  Akutan  Island, 
Aleutijin  chain,  or  from  150  to  200  miles  from  the  Prib- 
ilof  Islands. 

Sunday,  23  August,  wind  light;  misty;  rain.  7:30  a.  m.,  sighted 
seals  to  west.  Second  boat  lowered;  killed  one  seal  in  sight  of  vessel. 
First  boat  and  canoe  lowered;  out  all  day,  returning  to  nu'als.  Kesult 
of  day's  hunt:  Second  boat,  one  seal.  Seals  sporting  round  vessel;  a 
great  many  shots  tired  by  boats. 

IVIonday,  24  August,  clear  weather;  calmer  sea.  Boats  and  canoe  out 
all  day  from  7  a.  m.  (returning  to  dinner).  Kesult :  First  boat,  one  seal ; 
reported  having  lost  two.  Second  boat,  none.  Indian  canoe,  one  seal. 
Total,  2  mediums;  a  great  deal  of  firing  heard. 

Tuesday,  25  August,  rain  in  morning.  Boats  and  canoe  out  at  half 
past  9  o'clock;  out  all  day  (returning  to  dinner).  liesult:  First  boat, 
two  seals  reported,  wounded  and  lost  ftve;  seals  said  to  be  shy  and 
wary,  and  not  so  numerous  as  formerly;  attention  called  to  cow  seal 
being  skinned  (whicih  I  had  taken  for  a  young  bull).  Tlie  snow  white 
milk  running  down  blood-stained  deck  was  a  sickening  sight.  Indian 
canoe,  one  seal.    Total,  3  seals;  2  mediums  aiul  1  cow. 

Wednesday,  26  August,  cloudy  morning;  seals  floating  round 
schooner.  Boats  and  canoe  out  all  day.  Kesult:  First  boat,  1  seal; 
second  boat,  none;  Indian  canoe,  10  seals;  total,  11  seals;  8  cows  in 
milk,  and  3  medium.  Skipper  in  iirst  boat  blamed  the  powder.  Second 
boat  said  it  was  too  heavy  and  clumsy  for  the  work.  Skii)per  reported 
having  wounded  and  lost  7,  and  the  men  in  second  boat  0  ditto,  10  in 
all.  Skipper  said -jals  not  so  numerous  as  formerly,  nu)re  shy;  also 
blamed  tlie  powder.  Evidently  a  great  deal  of  shooting  and  very  few 
seals  to  corresi)ond. 

Thursday,  27  August,  seals  to  all  appearances  very  scarce,  species 
being  exterminated,  so  to  .judge  from  the  skipper's  remarks.  Weather 
tine  and  clear.  Boats  and  canoe  out;  returned  at  noon,  consequence  of 
rough  sea.  Kesult:  First  boat,  1;  second  boat,  none;  Indian  canoe, 2 
seals;  total,  3  seals.  Again  in  favor  of  Indian  spear.  Powder  blamed 
again.  Tired  of  such  excuses.  So  tar  have  not  found  one  word  of  truth 
in  anything  I've  heard  ])reviously  about  open  sea  seal-hunting. 

Friday,  28  August,  rain  and  heavy  sea  in  morning;  cleared  in  after- 
noon; boats  and  canoe  out  in  afternoon;  returned  at  G  p.  m.  No  skins, 
although  a  great  deal  of  shooting  going  on.  First  boat  reported  hav- 
ing wounded  and  lost  three  seals;  blamed  powder.  Poor  i)owder.  It 
takes.  Judging  from  the  number  of  shots  tired,  about  a  huiulred  to  se- 
cure one  seal. 

Saturday,  20  August,  ship's  cook  brought  down  from  deck  a  large  cow 
seal  at  40  yards  rise.  Boats  and  canoe  out  all  day;  flue,  clear,  balmy 
weather;  Aukatan  Island  in  sight.  Kesult:  First  boat,  three  seals; 
second  boat,  three  seals;  cook,  from  deck,  one;  Indian  canoe,  ten; 
total  catch,  seventeen  seals,  greater  proj)ortion  cows  in  milk;  horrid 
sight,  could  not  stay  the  ordeal  out  till  all  were  flayed.  A  large  num- 
ber reported  as  wounded  and  lost.  According  to  appearances,  slaughter 
indiscriminate. 

Sunday,  30  August,  fine  clear  morning;  hazy  towards  Akutan.  At 
6  o'clock  a  cry  "  Here's  the  cruiser"  to  the  eastward.    Boats  and  canoe 
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off  at  7  ()*olof',k;  at  8  o'clock  IcioiiM  see  deck  of  tlio.steiunerboariiijjdown 
on  us  about  H  luilcs  oil'.  Jioats  rcitalled.  The  Indians  returned  about 
9  o'clock,  j;reatly  excited;  went  out  aj,'ain  when  the  steaniei'  sheered  off 
towards  Unalaska  harbor.  Kesult  of  hunt:  First  boat,  two  senls;  sec- 
boat,  one;  Indian  caiu)e,  seven;  totiil,  ten  seals,  seven  of  which  were 
cows  in  milk.  Several,  as  usual,  reported  wounded  and  lost  by  the  boats. 
The  },'reat  sui)eriority  of  the  Indian  s|>(;ar  evident. 

jNIondiiy,  31  Au;j;iist,  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Mohican  3:30  p.  m.;  no 
linntins. 

The  total  catch  on  being  analyzed  shows  a  favorable  comparison  be- 
tween the  experienced  and  inexperienced  hunters;  when  the  class  of 
boats  and  arms  are  taken  into  (consideration,  and  the  extraordiiuiry  num- 
bers rejjorted  as  wounded  and  lost,  dispels  any  faith 
in  the  oft  reported  assertion  that  only  one  in  ten  es- 
cape from  ''the  unerriii};  rille  in  the  hands  of  the  experienced  hunter." 
The  number,  two-thirds  of  the  catch,  captured  by  the  Indians,  gives 
the  verdict  entirely  in  favcn*  of  the  primitive  weapon 
of  tlie  aborigines  as  against  the  modern  breechloader. 
The  spear  used  by  the  Vancouver  Island  Indians  for 
Description  of  spear,  seal  huutiiig  is  10  feet  loug  in  the  shaft,  tapering  off 
toward  the  ends,  and  thus  well  balanced.  At  tine  ])()int 
the  shaft  forks  off  into  two  prongs,  on  which  the  spearhead  or  har- 
poons lit  easily,  being  attached  to  the  shaft  by  a  cod  line,  whi(!h  runs 
up  to  the  butt,  where  it  is  caught  in  a  bight  ami  held  round  the  thumb 
of  the  right  hand.  On  being  projected  the  shaft  separates  from  the 
harpoons  and  Hoats  on  the  water  unheeded  till  the  seal  is  'seemed. 
But  few  are  missed.  Any  that  esca])e  wounded  only  suffer  from  a  flesh 
W(mnd  of  2i  inches  in  depth.  Once  the  harpo(m  pierces  the  skin  biyond 
the  barbs  the  oidy  possibility  of  escape  lies  in  the  chance  of  the  line 
breaking.  This  system  of  capture  is  both  economical  from  a  business 
standpoint,  as  well  as  that  of  being  almost,  if  not  entirely,  less  destruc- 
tive to  seal  life,  as  compared  with  modern  arms  of  pre- 
cision. It  may  safely  be  assei  ted  that  over  three-fourths 
of  the  catch  of  forty-eight  were  cows  in  milk.  This, 
at  fi  distance  of  200  miles  fiom  the  rookeries,  shows 
that  the  nursing  cows  ramble  all  over  the  Bering  Sea 
in  search  of  their  chief  fond,  the  codfish,  whicli  are  to  be  found  on  the 
banks  along  the  coast  of  the  xVleutian  Islands.  During  the  migratory 
journey  north  in  the  spring  the  cows  with  young  become  the  easiest 
victims  to  the  hunter,  owing  to  being  more  fatigued,  and  consequently 
sleep  more  than  other  class  of  seals.  From  all  information  I  could 
glean  from  the  skipper,  when  I  pointed  out  the  circumstance  of  cows 
in  milk  being  killed  so  far  from  the  islands,  leads  me  to  understand 
that  had  the  cruise  of  the  Otto  been  a  month  or  six  weeks  earlier,  the 
pro])ortii)n  of  nursing  cows  in  a  catch  would  be  still  greater  than  that 
herein  exhibited. 

Egbert  H.  McManus. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  L*9th  day  of  March,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 

Treasury  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  Thorical  Mathasan^  aealer  [hoat-imUcr). 

pelagic  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  British  Columbia,  ss: 
Thorwul  Miithiisan,  beiiifj  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saj's:  My  name  is 
Tliorwal  ^Mathasan;   my  aj,fe  is  39  yesirs;  occiiitalion, 
scainaii;  1  reside  at  Victoria,  L>ritisliColmiiI)ia.     I  went 
sealing  in  1891  in  the  Oscar  and  llattic,  GauU,  master, 
asaboat  ])uller,  from  Victoria,  British  Colunihia;  scaled 
up  to  the  last  of  January;  we  had  six  boats  and  one 
stern  boat,  with  three  men  to  each  boat  and  two  men  with  the  stern 
boat;  we  used  shotguns  and  ritles,  and  sealed  along  the  west  coast  to 
the  Bering  Sea.     We  caught  over  1,(((M)  seals  ulf  tlie     ,.  .  . 

7     ,,  „  ,  "  '  .    ,  ,       ,        Catch    on    oonst 

coast,  most  all  females,  and  a  great  number  ot  them  had  mi.ntiv  ftuimios,  u 
young  pups  iu  them.     We  generally  tried  to  kill  them  p^'^ati-'Tt being piug- 
while   asleep  in  the  water,   but   lireil  at  everything 
that  come  around  us.     A  good  many  would  sink  wlieii  we  shot  them 
and  w(mld  go  dowu  like  a  stone  and  were  lost,  and  nearly  all  the 
wounded  ones  would  get  away.    Those  that  we  would  kill  we  would 
try  to  get  up  to  them  before  they  would  sink  and  get  them  with  the 
gall"  hook,  but  we  could  not  get  many  that  way.     We     waste  of  uf 
carried  two  gaff  hooks  to  each  boat.     It  takes  anywhere 
from  one  to  twenty  shots  on  the  average  to  secure  a  seal,  and,  I  think, 
we  got  about  three  out  of  five  that  we  killed,  but  we  may  not  have  got 
as  many,  for  poor  hunters  wouldn't  get  more  thiin  one  out  of  live. 

Entered  Bering  Sea  in  July  and  was  chased  out  by  the  cutters.     Did 
noteatchanyseaisin  the  American  watersintlie  IJcring      „   .     ^,      ,. 
Sea,  but  went  over  across  on  the  Russian  side  and  eutoiiug. 
sealed  there.    The  whole  catch  tor  that  year  was  iibout         . 
1,.')00  seals.    Those  that  we  killed  on  the  Russiiui  side 
was  about  in  the  same  proportion  as  to  females  as  those  killed  on  this 
side.     I  know  of  no  ])lace  on  the  coast  where  the  seals     ^^^j^   ^^  ^^^^^  j^^^^^ 
haul  upon  the  land.    I  think  the  seals  are  not  so  plen-   uimii  .oast. 
tiful  on  the  coast  as  last  year.  i)oc.oa,io. 

I  went  sealing  again  on  the  2Sth  of  January,  I.S9U,  iu  tlie  same  ves- 
sel, Captain  Gault.  Went  down  to  the  Ya([uina  Bay. 
On  the  17th  of  February  one  of  our  small  boats  cap-  jg,^,"'^''  "'"'  "'^""'' 
sized  and  we  lost  the  captain,  three  Inuiters,  and  one 
sailor.  We  went  into  the  Yaquina  and  got  a  new  captain  and  went 
down  to  Clayquot  and  completed  our  crew  and  w(sut  out  sealing  again, 
off  the  coast,  and  returned  to  Clayciuot  tlie  1()ie])art  of  Ai)ril;  then 
I  left  the  vessel.  Our  whole  catch  was  .'{.'{  seals  during 
tlie  voyage  the  three  months  we  were  out.  Seals 
did  not  seem  to  be  near  as  plentiful  as  last  year. 

Tn.  Matiiasan. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mo  on  this  2lM  day  of  April,  A.  U. 
18!)2. 
[.SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 
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Deposition  of  John  MorriH,  setili-r  {mate  '.tnd  master). 
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KxperioDM. 

Bering  Sea. 

Onward,  ]8H2. 


pelagic  skaling. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  British  Colvmbio,  ss: 

John  Morris,  beinjj;  duly  sworn,  «l<'i)os(>.s  and  says:     My  ajre  is  34 
years,   my  occuiMifiitn   seaman,  and   u>y    residence  is 
Victoria,  liritish  ('oliiiMWia.     I  liave  had  six  years' ex- 
perience in  sealiiifjjlxttli  in  (h«' North  I'aeiH*-  and  tho 
In  February,  1882,  I  went  sealing;  from   Victoria,  Hrit'di 
Columbia,  in  the  sehoon<'r  Oniconl,  .McCoy,  master.     [ 
shipped  as  mate.     We  had  sixteen  canoes,  all  manned 
by  Indians — two  Indians  to  each  boat.     The  Indians  used  spears  while 
hunting  seals.    We  began  sealing  oil"  Cape  I'Mattery;  sailed  and  sealed 
to  the  iHM'thwanl,  and  captured  about  8(»0  seals  along 
na^tlomaiies'.''''"'''"^'  the  coast.    There  Avere  not  over  ten  amies  in  the  whole 
lot.    The  females  had  i)UiMs  in  them  and  we  cut  tiiem 
out  of  their  motliersand  thr«;w  them   overboard  into  the  ocean.     They 
secured  about  all  of  the  seals  they  si)eared.    We  returned  to  Viiitoria, 
Britisli  Columbia,  about  the  last  of -June. 
About  the  last  of  A]uil,  18S;{,  I  sailed  from   Vittoria  on  a  sealing 
Onward  1883  voyage  ill  the  Oiiivarfi,  Morris,  masfer.     We  had  eight- 

een canoes,  all  manned  by  Indians,  two  t(>  each  canoe. 
They  used  spears  as  weapons  and  captured  about  4(K>  seals  while  1  was 
on  her.     They  were  all  females  with   puj)  excei»ting 
the  yearlings,  which  were  about  (»ne-half  male  ;*n(l  one- 
half   feniide.     I  left    the   Onward  at  Clay(piot  Sound 
and  joined  the  Alfred  Adams  and  reluriu'd  to  Victoria, 
British  Columbia,  on  aci'ount  of  sickness  of  the  owner  and  master. 
About  the  1st »'.' January  1  sailed   as   nnister  of  the  Alfred  Adams 
on  a  sealing  v(»yage;  we  had  about  eight<H^n  i-anoes, 
with  two  Indians  to  each  canoe;   they  hunted  with 
spears  and  captured  about  liH\  skins  along  the  coast. 
All  the  seals  eaptureil  wer(^  pregnant  fenniles  except 
the  yearlings.     \Ve  returned  to  Victoria  about  the  last 
of  June,  1884. 

In  February,  1885,  I  sailed  from  Vietorin,  British  Columbia,  on  the 
s!^^,  .,  laa^       schooner  Serentif-six,   Potts,  master.      We  had  three 

SevenUjsix,  1885.  •'  '  iii.ii  i  •* 

boats  and  tliree  ummi  to  eacli  boat:  liad  a  whit(^  crew. 
We  began  sealing  ort' Cape  Flattery  and  caught  about  L'O  seals,  all  of 
which  were  pregnant  fenniles.  We  used  ritles  and  shot- 
guns in  hunting  the  seals.  We  returned  to  Seattle  in 
the  month  of  .luiu».  I'rior  to  this  I  had  luiver  been  in 
the  Bering  Sea,  and  with  but  few  excei)tions  sealing 
vessels  did  not  visit  those  waters. 
In  the  montn  of  February,  18S7,  I  saih'd  from  Vi«'t^)ria,  British  Co- 
lumbia, in  the  sclntoner  lilaek  hianiond,  I,  Morris,  mas- 
Oiamond,  |^,|.^  y^y^^  j,.^|  tweuty-four  caiioes,  each  nninned  by  two 
Indians.  The  Indians  used  sjK'ars  in  hunting  t^e  seals. 
They  lost  very  few  of  the  seals  they  speari'd.  We  captuied  on  this 
trip  about  IKX)  seals,  but  did  not  enter  the  Bering  Sea.  We  returned 
to  Vi(!toria,  British  Columbia,  in  June.  The  seals  are  more  shy  now 
than  formerly,  because  they  have  been  hunted  so  nninercibdly  with 
guns.  Seals  are  scarcer  now  than  in  former  years. 
With  the  present  increasing  tleet  of  se.iling  vessels  the 
rrotentioa  neoes-  seal  herd  wiU  soon  become  exterininate«l  ludess  some 
""^^*  restricthmS  are  placed  upon  pelagic  sealing. 
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Poilapic  sciiliii};-  in  t\w  N<»rth  J'suific  Oreau  slicmld  not  bo  permitted 
for  at  least  six  \ve«'ks  aftei-  tlio  females  have  ^iveu  birtli      ,,,^^^  ^^^^^^^^ 
to  their  young.  komumi. 

John  Mukkis. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  I>. 
ISIL'. 

[SKAL.]  LKVI    NV.    MvHUS, 

United  Stiifnt  ('oimul. 


)epoi<ifionof  Morris  Moss./iirriir.  ami  rirrjnrsiilf  iif  Stvhrs''  Association 

of   Viclotiit. 


KxiMTieiic«>. 


pklacjk;  si:amn«!. 

rRoviN(!R  OF  British  ('((I.immia, 

I' it II  of   Victoria,  s.s: 

Morris  Moss,  Ijeing  (bily  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  have  resided  in 
British  Cohiiiibia  thirty  years.     Sinee  is,s(»  liave  made 
my  home  in  Victoria,  l^ritisli  (.'nlumltia.     My  occu|»a- 
tion  is  that  of  pui<'hasing  raw  furs.     Of  hite  years  raw  fur  sealskins 
have  been  tlie  ]uincipal  furs  lii»  dh'd  by  me.     I   have  bougiit  from 
10,000  to  L'(>,(KI((  per  v«'ai',  and  am  vice  itresident  of  tlic     ^    ,      .  , 
tSeulers'  Association   ot    Victorm,   liritish    (  olumlua.    KioiiiiiK  umi  <i<'v<ii)p. 
The   st'aling   industry,  as  rcjuards   lliitisii   ("olumbia,   """'"'• 
started  in  about  iSTlI;  at  that  time  Indians  only  were  employed  to  do 
the  killin^i',  which  was  done   by  spearinjr.     The  tiecit  was  small,  not 
nundtering  over  half  a  do/en  vessels,  and  the  trade  was  inthe  han«ls  of 
three  or  four  uumi.     In    ISS.i  the  Amerii-au   s»'h(M)ner 
San  IHcijo,  of  San  l''ran<-isco,  .-iitered  the  Bering  Sea,     *'""  '^'"i"'- "*«'• 
and  after  takiiifi'  about  L'.L'OO  sealskins  bioujiht  them  to  Victoria  and 
s(dd  them.     This  <;ave  impetus  to  the  tra«le  and  the  following  year  Vic- 
toria scihooners  entered  the  sea.      New  v(^ssels  were  subsequently  added 
to  the  tleet  aiid  other  firms  embarked  in  the  business. 

1       -•L)o/.  ii  »'•    i      •  I  •        1       •  1-1        SrizurcH  in  1886. 

In  IHSd  thr<H^  V  ictoria  vessels  were  seized,  since  which 
time  there  has  been  tnuible  over  the   llering  St-ia  sealing  industry. 
Since  that  time  the  lieei  has  been  gradually  increasing  until  now.     Pre- 
vious to  this  time  (18S(i)  but  few  white  hunters  w(U'e  employed  and  the 
Indian  huntiu's  use<l  sjiears  oiil;,.     \\\  so  doing  they 
secured  all  the  seals  struck,  aiid   <lii)   md    scare   the  i.^^Kgunr'"'""'^ 
balance;  of  late  years,  however,  all  tiie  Indians  carry 
and  use  sliotguns  in  addition  to  their  spears.     Alxuit  tifty-six  schoonens 
have  <'leai»'d  fndii  Victoria  this  spring.     Thirty  of  theui  carry  white 
hunters  and  the  balance  Indians. 

There  are  two  great  herds,  (u- armies,  (d"  fur  seals  that  frequent  the 
North  Pacihit  Ocean  and  r>eriiig  Sea.     They  are  quite 
distinct  fnuu  each  (dher  and  do  not  intermingle.    The       '"' "'. 
one  army  ap|)ears  <df  the  <'oast  of  Calitbrnia  in  the  hit-        'B"""''""- 
ter  part  of  December  and  gradually  work  their  way  northward  and 
are  joined  by  others  coming,  ajqiarently,  from  mid  ocean.     They  appe/ir 
to  travel  in  two  columns,  the  outer  c<dumn  containing  an  army  only  of 
bulls,  and  the  inner  (Mie  mostly  cows  and  yearlings.    These  c(dumns 
are  not  continuous  stdiocds  of  seals,  but  rather  small  parties  scattered 
along.    The  column  traveling  ah mg  the  British  Columbia  «roast  lu'ad 
I'ur  the  Pribilof  Islands;  their  natural  breeding  grouud.    The  other 
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army  proceeds  alonfr  tlio  .Tui)iiiie.s('  coast,  and  hesid  for  the  Comnisinder 
aiui  Kobix'ii  islands.     1  believe  the  seals  always  return 
Jon  sealing  be    to  the  placc  of  tiioir  birth.    Schooners  with  white  hunt- 
ers commence  t«)  seal  soon  after  the  new  year;  they 
go  south  to  meet  thorn  and  follow  them  up  along  the  coast.    Schooners 
employing  Indians  do  not  start  so  soon,  it  being  difBcult  to  induce  the 
Indians  to  oreak  up  their  regular  feasting  and  dancing.     Schooners  gen- 
erally enter  liering  Sea  about  the  lirst  week  in  July. 
^Enuring     Bering  fpj|^.  j,<>i,.(.iitagc  of  yearlings  or  gray  pups  taken  on  th(j 
coast  is  n)uch  greater  than  that  taken  in  the  Bering 
Sea.     The  pen-entage  on  the  coast  averages  from  C  to 
12  per  ct^it.  while  the  percentage  of  those  taken  in 
Uering   Sea  will  not  exceed   2  or  3  jier  cent.    The  seals  taken  by 
schooners  do  not  bring  in  the  London  market  more  than 
nunr"  "^    '"''"°'"  "ne-half  realized  by  t lie  lessees  of  the  Pribilof  Islands. 
The  reason  for  this  is  thtJ  Comi)any'H  are  all  young  bulls 
and  arc  killed  by  being  <lubbed  on  the  herd,  while  those  killed  by  the 
schooners  are  of  all  kinds  and  sizes,  and  are  perforated  with. shot;  con- 
^      .  siMiueutly  are  not  perfect  ^kins.     1  believe  the  majority 

j!'riiis"sea  "lui'sii!"  of  scals  capturcd  by  white  hunters  in  liering  Sea  are 
'"'^''-  females  in  search  of  food.    I  can  not  say  how  many 

seals  are  killed  and  wounded,  bnt  there  is  no  doubt  that  green  hunt- 
ers l(»se  many,  while  those  more  exi)erienced  in  the  busi- 

WiVstc  ol  lilc.  1  /• 

ness  lose  lewer. 
It  is  generally  conceded  that  the  Indian  hunters  in  the  usevof  the 
si»eai'  seld<mi  lose  one  they  kill  or  wound.    I  have  no 
^  Pn.tectiun  iiece«-  ,i,„ii,f,  j„  ,„y  ,)^y,,  mjnd  that  uidcss  some  restrictive 

measures  an;  taken,  th(^  seals  will  either  be  eventually 
exteiminated  or  become  so  scai'ce  it  will  not  pay  to  hunt  them.  The 
llet't  lias  iiicK'ased  greatly  in  the  last  few  years,  and  will  continue  to 
do  so  as  long  as  there  is  money  in  the  business. 

It  is  very  iiniiortant  that  if  the  fnr-seal  is  to  be  preserved  it  must  be 
piotected  liom  indiscriminate  slanghter  in  the  open  sea,  or  it  will  soon 

be  exhausted.  1  would  suggest  that  either  schooners 
•  .Mofe'lmm.'''"''  *"'  sl'""^*^  "<><  1"'  allowed  to  approach  within  a  radius  of 

50  miles  of  the.  breeding  grounds,  op  else  they  should 
not  be  allowed  t^»  enter  the  sea  until  the  fennde  has  had  proper  time  to 
give  birth  to  her  young,  and  to  give  it  nurse  until  such  time  as  the 
young  seal  is  able  to  exist  witliont  it,  say  the  1st  day  of  August.  This 
is  the  general  o])inion  of  prominent  owners  of  schooners  who  have  given 
an  unprejudiced  opinion  upon  that  subject. 

Morris  Moss. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  23d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[seal.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 
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Deposition  of  'SS'iU  PurTicr,  sealer  {hunter). 

pelagic  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  Jiritish  Columhia,  ss. 
Will  Parker,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age  is  40  years, 
resi<lence  and  citizen  of  Vict<ma,  British  Columbia; 
biwrioBM.  occupation,  hunter.    I  went  sealing  in  1890  in  the  Wal- 
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ter  Frch,  Capt.  Cooper,  maat«r.    Left  Victoria  in  Jan- 
uary an(l  went  ofl"  the  coast  of  Lower  California  and 
commenced  sealing,  working  our  way  up  the  coast,  following  the  herd 
towards  Bering  Sea.    I  left  the  vessel  at  Victoria  in 
April,  because  she  changed  her  Hag  froni  American  to        '*"«»•>    •" 
British.    She  carried  six  boats  and  a  stern  boat.    The  hunters  were  all 
half  breeds  except  myself.    We  had  caught  but  very  few  seals,  and 
when  1  left  her  we  had  tmly  about  fifty  skins.     We  got 
a  little  too  far  down  the  ('alifornia  coiis;  and  got  out  of 
the  run  of  seals.  an<l  for  twenty-one  dsiys  saw  none  whatever. 

In  1889  1  sailed  as  hnnter  in  the  Britisii  steamer  Ariel,  Buckner, 
master.  Left  Victoria  the  latter  ])art  of  .lannary  and 
commenced  sealing  about  30  miles  off  ^\\v  Cohunbia 
River  and  sealed  along  tlu'  coast  towards  Bering  Sea, 
arriving  theie  about  the  iniddle  of  .Inly.  We  were  all 
white  hunters  and  used  sliotguns  and  rlHes  and  canght 
about  500  before  entering  Jiering  Sea.  In  the  liering 
around  the  fishing  banks  and  so  far  (trt'the  seal  islands  that  we  seldom 
saw  land.  We  caught  a  great  many  seals  on  what  is  called  Scmthwest 
Bank  iibout  100  miles  from  Unalaska,  and  1  think  it 
is  more  than  100  nules  from  the  Pribilof  Lslands.  We  >,.*^"*5^  in  n.rinR 
caught  about  1,100  in  the  Jiering  Sea,  and  our  wiiole  ^»uimu.  '"' ""  "*"* 
catch  for  that  season  was  about  1,700. 

In  1888  I  sailed  as  hunter  and  interpreter  in  the  British  schooner 
Alfred  Adams,  Worth,  master.    She  had  Indian  hun-j 
ers  and  carried  ten  canoes  of  2  men  each.    They  used     ^VredAdam».  ms. 
spears  and  shotguns.    I  Joined  down  the  coast,  at  San  Juan,  in  May. 
Hunted  off  Ciii)e  Flattery  for  about  a  month,  and  when  it  was  stormy 
we  would  run  to  harltor,  for  Indians  do  not  like  to  stay 
out  when  it  blows.     We  caught  about  ;}00  seals  ofl'  tho  i„^B°.ru.B  si"""*  '°'* 
coast,  and  landed  them  at  Victoria  in  June,  and  then 
started  direct  for  Bining  Sea;  ran  into  a  sch<»ol  of  seals  at  Portlock 
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Bank,  ofl"  coast  of  Alaska,  and  caught  between  300  and 
400.    We  went  through  Unamak  Pass  the  4th  of  July 
.and  sealed  in  those  waters  until  about  the  14th  of  Au- 
gust, at  which  time  we  left  the  sea  and  came  to  Victoria 
about  700  seals  while  in  the  sea,  for  it  was  n  stormy,     Mo,tofcat<hinthe 
bad  .seas<m.    We  caught  most  of  the  seals  that  were  s  afromsotooumiii-a 
taken  by  our  vessel  in  Bering  Sea  iVnm  30  to  60  miles  '-™t''«W'»"''»- 
oft'  to  the  southwest  of  St.  Paul  Island. 

In  1887  I  sailed  from  Victcnia  as  hunter  and  interpreter  in  the  British 
schooner  Ada,  Gordon,  master.    Slie  carried  seven  ca- 
noes and  one  boat,  and  Indian  hunters,  who  used  spears.     '*'''''  ^^^^' 
She  left  Victoria  the  latter  part  of  April  and  made  one  trip  out  for 
three  days,  when  a  storm  drove  us  back  into  harbor. 
We  caught  395  seals  in  the  two  days  and  a  half  that 
we  were  out;  caught  them  about  35  miles  west  of  Cape  Flattery.    Fit- 
ted out  and  left  the  coast  for  Bering  Sea  the  2<»th  of  June  ami  went 
direct  to  Unamak  Pass.    The  weather  was  bad  and  we  did  not  stop  to 
seal,  and  only  saw  a  very  few  seals.    We  entered  Ber- 
ing Sea  the  16th  of  July  and  sealed  oft"  Akatan  Pass  ontering;  vMsorind 
until  we  were  seized  by  a  revenue  cutter  on  the  25th  cargo  seized. 
of  August  with  1,897  skins  on  board,  and  all  caught  in  Bering  Sea. 

In  1886  and  1885  I  did  not  go  hunting.  In  1884  and  1883  I  sailed  as 
cook  on  the  British  schooner  Thornton,  Nelse,  master,  nomton,  issa  and 
She  carried  Indian  hunters  and  did  not  go  into  Bering  '^^• 


Coast  ratch. 
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Onicard, 

1882. 


1881   and 


Sea,  but  sealed  oflF  the  coast.  Tlie  Jiulians  used  spears  and  sometimes 
would  have  an  old  musket.  There  was  hardly  ever  a  sealing  sch<K>iier 
that  went  to  Bering  Sea  during  these  years  or  prior  to 
];o^i.rgs!X'rfo«r»S'  ^^%  a»d  there  were  only  four  or  live  that  saileil  from 
here  in  the  sealing  business,  and  these  carried  Indian 
crews,  who  hunted  with  si)ears  and  seldom  went  far  from  the  coast. 
In  1882  and  1881  I  sailed  as  cook  in  the  British  schooner  Grncard, 
McCoy,  master.  She  carried  Indian  hunters  and  sealed 
along  the  coast.  Did  not  go  into  Bering  Sea.  Seals 
were  almost  exclusively  taken  on  the  coast  during  these 
years  and  by  Indian  hunters,  armed  by  spears.  \  do 
not  know  of  any  sealing  s<;hooner  that  went  to  the 
Bering  Sea  until  Captain  Mclican  went  there  about  nine 
years  ago  in  the  Favorite.  Indians  were  the  principal 
hunters  until  .about  six  years  ago,  and  they  8<'ar<'ely  ever  used  anything 
bat  spears  and  w<mld  save  most  all  the  seals  they  killed,  but  since  it 
has  becimie  the  practice  to  hunt  seals  with  guns  a  good  m.iny  are  killed, 
W4Minded,  and  lost.  Green  hunt«Ms  bang  away  and 
wound  more  than  they  kill  and  will  shoot  six  or  seven 
be/'.>re  they  get  one,  and  sometimes  more,  (lood  hunters  will  do  much 
better.  1  used  to  get  most  of  the  seals  I  killed,  but  I  have  killed  live 
dead  in  succession  and  lost  the  whole  of  them.  A 
female  seal  will  sink  much  quicker  after  she  has  given 
birth  to  her  young  than  before.  We  are  more  sure  of  getting  a  sleep- 
ing seal  than  one  that  is  breeching.  . 

JVIy  observation  on  this  coast  is,  that  the  young  seals  are  nearest  to 
land  smd  the  cow  seals  have  a  course  some  farther  out.    The  bulls  are 
still  farther  out  and  much  more  scattered  and  shy.    The  seals  lay 
around  ott"  the  coast  of  California  and  north  of  there 
gra  on.  until  early  in  February,  when  they  commence  to  work 

slowly  along  up  the  coast  and  enter  Bering  Sea  in  June  and  July. 
Their  habits  in  this  respect  are  well  known  to  the  hunters.    The  catch 
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Wa«te  of  life. 


Scaln  Binkinj;. 
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along  the  coast  for  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  since 
the  rifle  and  shotgun  have  come  into  use,  is  principally 
females  and  the  grown  ones  have  pups  in  them.  The 
catch  of  young  seals  is  much  less  in  proportion  to  the  number  caught 
than  they  were  when  Indians  used  to  take  them  by  si)earing.  I  have 
cut  the  young  seal  out  of  its  dead  mother  and  kept  it  alive  for  several 
weeks  by  feeding  it  on  milk,  but  it  would  eventually  die.  I  have 
known  them  to  live  days  without  eating  anything.  I  have  put  pups 
cut  out  of  dead  seals  to  the  breast  of  dead  female  seals  when  milk  was 
running  out  of  their  teats,  but  they  would  not  touch  it. 
The  seals  taken  in  Bering  Sea  are  nearly  all  grown.  We  get  but 
very  few  young  seals.  I  think  we  catch  in  Bering  Sea 
more  males  in  proportion  to  females  than  we  do  on  th3 
coast.  We  catch  a  good  many  females  in  Bering  Sea 
that  have  given  birth  to  their  young  on  the  islands  and  were  in  milk. 
I  have  caught  plenty  of  cow  seals  in  milk  a  hundred 
miles  or  more  from  the  islands,  but  seldom  get  any 
that  have  a  pup  in  them  in  those  waters.  Seals  were 
much  less  in  numbers  off  the  coast  in  1890  than  they 
were  about  1885.  They  have  either  been  destroyed  or 
driven  off.  We  had  no  trouble  in  making  a  season  on  the  coast, 
weather  permitting,  of  from  700  to  1,300,  and  now  500  ia  a  good  catch. 
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m. 


Since  the  use  <>f  rifles  and  shotguns  have  become  common  seals  are 

much  less  in  numbers  and  are  more  shy  and  timid. 

Tiiey  ought  to  be  jirohibited  from  killing  seals  in  the  J.'/"**^"""  "**'"'• 

water  for  a  few  years  at  least,  or  there  will  not  be 

enough  left  to  Uiakc  them  worth  liunting. 

WiLIJAM  Pakker. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22»\  day  of  Ai)ril,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.J  •  Levi  W.  Mveks, 

United  States  ContiuL 


I  am  30  years 

K  \  ))  ('  I  i  u  II  c  e  . 


Miiiiiitain 


Chief, 


S<!alinK  <>H' i-iiit.st. 
Futuulea  takrn. 


DepoHitUm  of  Cluirlex  IMernnn,  sealer  {h(mtj)i(Uer). 
PELA«JH;  SEALING. 
TROVINCE   of   UuiTISII  COLITMBIA, 

City  of  Victoria,  ss : 

(Jharles  Peterson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
old  and  am  by  oc(;upation  a  seafaring  man;  my  r(>si 
deuce  is  Victoria,  Ih'itish  Ctdumbia.     in  Ajuil,  l.SS(»,  1 
went  seal  hunting  from  Victcn-ia  in  the  schooner  Moun- 
tain Chief,  Jacobson,  master.     Onr  schooner  carried 
ten  canoes,  each  manned  by  tw()  Indians,  who  hunted 
with  spears.     We  began  sealing  olV  (Jape  Flattery  and 
cai>tured  about  .'{(>0  seals  aloi>g  tlie  coast,  most  all  of 
which  were  females  and  yearlings.     We  did  not  cap- 
ture over  50  males,  all  tohl,  on  this  voyage,  and  returned  to  Victoria  in 
July. 

In  the  spring  of  1)S.S7  I  went  on  a  sealing  voyage  from  Victoria,  as  a 
boat-puller,  in  the  schooner  Alfred  Adanm,  Dyre,  mas-      ...   ... 

ter.     She  carried  one  stern  boat  and  two  Indian  canoes. 

We  had  a  white  crew,  but  the  canoes  were  manned  by  two  Indians 

each.     We  began  sealing  off  Cape  Flattery  aud  sealc<l 

right  up  towards  the  Bering  Sea,  (rapturing  16  seals 

along  the  coast,  all  of  wliich  were  females  with  i»up. 

We  entered  the  Uering  Sea  about  the  15th  of  August 

thrtmgh  the  Unimak  I'ass  and  <aptured  therein  1,404 

seals,  most  of  which  were  cows  in  milk.    On  that  voyage 

we  caught  female  seals  in  milk  over  <S0  miles  from  the  rookeries,  where 

they  had  left,  their  young.    Our  best  hunters  would 

secure  half  of  the  seals  shot,  but  the   jioorest  ones 

would  not  get  more  than  one  out  of  twenty,  the  average  being  one 

secured  out  of  tive  killed. 

I  have  seen  the  deck  almost  Hooded  with  milk  while  we  were  skin- 
ning the  seals.  It  is  impossible  to  distinguish  the  male 
seal  from  the  female  when  they  are  in  the  water  at  a 
reasonable  gunshot  distance.  About  \H)  per  <'eiit  of 
all  the  seals  we  captured  in  the  water  were  female  seals. 
After  remaining  in  the  sea  about  Hfteen  days  our  ves- 
sel was  seized  and  we  returned  to  Victoria. 

In  April,  1800,  I  went  sealing  in  the  Minnie,  Jacob- 
son,  master.  She  carried  fourteen  canoes,  manned  with 
Indians,  two  Indians  with  each  canoe,  who  used  spears.    We  caught 
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Pemaloa  taknn. 


SlinnU,  1801. 


3ii0  Kcala  alonj?  tlie  coast,  all  of  wliicli   woro  females 
cxceptinj;  L'().     We  retunied  to  Victoria  in  .hiiie. 

ill  .liuiiiary,  18J)1,  I  left  Victoria  on  a  sealing  voyage 
in  tlie  schooner  Minnit;  Dillon,  master.     We  carried 
two  boats  manned  by  white  men  and  ten  canoes,  each  manned  by  two 
Indians,  who  used  shotguns.     We  captured  2r»0  female 
f«maie8  ^^^,.^]^  y.l^\^  p„p  ,,„  ^1,^  ^.^ast  and  then  returned  to  Vic» 
t(H'ia.  after  wliich  we  sailed  again  in  a  short  time  on 
tlu'  same  vessel  witli  the  same  crew  for  the  !North  Pa«ufic  Ot-ean  and 
lieriiig  Sea, capturing  about  !.'">()  female  sealswhile  en  route  to  the  Heriiig 
Sea  also  a  few  male  yearlings.    We  entered  the   sea 
Entering B.ring Son. _^^^^j  sccuicd  iiboiit  1(>' s<'als,  all  of  wliich  werc  females 
in  milk.     Aft^r  remaining  tiiere  ten  days  we  started  back  to  Victoria. 
The  practice  of  taking  seals  in  the  water  before  they  have  given 
birtii  to  tiieir  young  is  destructive  to  seal  life,  waste- 
ful, and  shouhl  be  prohiiuted.     JScals  do  not  haul  out 
upon  the  land  along  the  coast  and  give  birth  to  their 
young;  nor  do  they  brcMid  on  the  kelp.    If  ever  there 
■was  such  an  occurrence  it  must  have  bc<Mi  a  premature 
birtli  cause<l  by  some  accident  to  the  female  seal  and  would  result  in 
the  death  of  her  young. 

Previous  to  ISH.")  only  two  or  three  sealing  vessels  ha<l  ever  gone  to 

t!ie  licring  Sea  to  hunt  s«'als  and  the  sealing  fnmi  Vic- 

No  poiagic  neaUuti  toiia  ]n'un'  to  ISSl)  was  ('(mlined  to  the  coast,  and  the 

ormery.  cii'ws  wcvc  ludiaiis  who  iiuuted  with  spearJi.     Seals 

Averc  caught  by  them  with  spears  and  but  few  were 

lost;  but  since  the  shotgun  has  come  into  use  a  great 

many  are  destroyed  and  lost. 

C.  Peterson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  23rd  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
18!Hi. 
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Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 


Deposition  of  Edwin  F.  Porter,  scaler  (boat-steerer). 

pelagic  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canaha,  ^ 

Victoria,  B.  C,  ss : 

Edwin  P.  Porter,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age  is  25 

years;  residence.  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  occuipa- 

tion,  seaman  and  seal-hunter.    1  went  out  sealing  as 

boat-steerer  on  the  British  schooner  Penelope,  Captain 

I  think  it  was  in  the  year  1888  when  I  went  in  her. 

She  had   live  boats  and  white  hunters.    They  used 

shotguns  and  ritles,  shotguns  chiefly.     We  left  Victoria 

about  the  last  of  January  and  cruised  along  the  California  and  Oregon 

„  .     ,_  .     „      coast  and  caught  about  1,(K)()  seals  before  we  entered 

Entered  Bering  Sea.    ...       .         ,,  Vir  ,  .   ,.  .         .    .1       ,.      .  1 

Bering  Sea.  We  entered  the  sea  about  the  first  week 
in  .July  and  caught  about  1,100  more.  We  left  the  sea  about  the  latter 
l)art  of  September.  Wc  caught  some  oft"  the  Copper  Island,  but  most 
of  tlicm  were  taken  from  30  to  100  miles  south  and  southwest  of  the 
Prihilof  Islands. 
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Penelope,  1887. 
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SoaUng  off  const. 


Nearly  all  pregnant 
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In  1880  I  wentasboat  ste«'reron  thellritish  schooner 
Aril  I.  Capt.  Ituckiiam,  master.  She  had  si.\  boats  and 
four  canoes.  (Jarried  both  white  and  Indian  hunters.  White  hunters 
us*>d  shotguns  and  rifles.  Indians  used  spears  cliiefly.  We  left  Victo- 
ria ill  February  and  sealed  over  about  the  same  course  as  the  year 
before  and  entered  the  Hering  Sea  in  .lulv.     We  took  ^ 

about  rA){)  skins  before  entering  the  sea  and  caught  *■»»•'«» B«''n8Se*. 
iilioiit  1, (>()()  more  around  the  tioiitliwest  banks,  from  .'iO  to  75  miles  from 
St.  Paul  Island.  We  were  ordered  out  of  the  sea  about 
tlie  1st  of  September  by  the  revenue-cutter  Rush. 

in  18!M>  1  did  not  go  seabiig. 

In  181)1  I  sailed  as  boat-steererin  the  British  schooner 
Uuihrina,  Captain  Campbell,  master.  She  can  led  seven 
boats  and  had  white  hunters,  who  used  shotgun.s  and  rifles.    Left  Vic- 
toria in  March  and  sealed  along  the  coast.    1  left  her     ^   ,.      -      . 

,  ,.,,,  WW  .1  .  S«»Hnir  off  coaat. 

before    she  went  into  the  sea.     Her  whole  season's 
catch  was  about  1)00,  but  do  not  know  what  portion  of  them  she  caught 
before  entering  Bering  Sea.    This  year  I  went  as  boat-steerer  in  the 
British  steamer  Thhtle.     She  had  si.v  .sealing  boats  and 
two  whaling  boats,  and  carried  white  hunters,  with  shot- 
guns and  lilies.     She  left  Victoria  in  February  and  sealed  off  the  Cali- 
i(U'iiia  coast.    I  left  her  in  March.    She  had  only  71) 
skins. 

JNIy  experience  in  four  years  .sealing  is  that  nearly  all 
the  seals  taken  along  the  coast  are  pregnant  females, 
and  it  is  seldom  that  one  of  them  is  caught  that  has 
not  a  young  pup  in  her.    In  the  forepart  of  the  season  the  pup  is  small, 
but  in  May  and  .Tune,  when  they  are  taken  oft"  the  Queen  Charlotte 
and  Kodiac  I.slands  the  unborn  pup  is  (juite  large,  and  we  frequently 
take  them  out  of  the  iiu   hers  alive.    1  have  kept  some  of  them  alive 
for  six  weeks  that  were  cat  out  of  their  mothers,  by  feeding  them  con- 
densed milk.    The  seals  we  (laptured  in  Bering  Sea 
were  fully  80  per  cent  females  that  had  given  birth  to  fe^jgll,?  p"'  ""* 
their  young.    A  fact  that  I  often  noticed  was  that  their 
teats  w(mld  be  full  of  milk  when  I  skinned  them,  and  I  have  seen  them 
killed  from  20  to  100  miles  from  the  seal  islands.     We 
try  to  kill  the  seal  while  sleeping  on  the  water,  but  also  ,rm"ui°jR  "'""' 
shoot  at  them  when  they  are  breaching. 

An  ordinary  hunter  will  lose  abcmt  four  out  of  every  six  he  kills. 
S(mie  do  not  do  iiesir  as  well,  while  others  do  bettor. 
The  percentage  of  loss  to  those  killed  is  less  on  the 
coast  than  it  is  in  the  Bering  Sea,  for  the  seals  are  more  fat  and  do  not 
sink  as  quick,  but  a  great  many  are  woun«led  and  lost.    The  Indians, 
when  they  use  the  spears,  lose  but  very  few.    They  get  up  close  to  the 
sleeper  and  scarcely  ever  mi.ss  getting  it     I  know  of     ^  ^^^   ^^^   ^^ 
no  place  on  the  coast  where  seals  come  up  to  land,  and  coa«t. 
1    am  positive  there  is  none.     Seals  are  not  near  as 
plentiful  as  when  I  went  out  in  1888,  and  I  believe  the     Decrease, 
decrease  is  due  to  their  being  hunted  so  much  Avith 
shotguns  and  rifles. 

Edwin  P.  Torteb. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
fsEAL.1  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 
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JJi^xmition  of  Willitnn  Hhort,  moler  {bout puller). 


PELAGIC  SEALING. 


n 


'f!l 


MnijllifMae,  1900. 


SrnllDK  ulT  lo.iHt. 


Kiitcrcil  itfrinf!  Scu. 


Province  of  liuiTisii  Columiiia, 

(jitfl  of  Victoria,  ««  .• 

Williatn  HlM>rt,ln'iiiff  duly  sworn,  (h'powH  and  says:  1  am  2r»  years  old 

and  reside  at  Victoria,  liritish  (.\iliinihia   and  am  by 

Exptripnce.  oeen|>ation  a  painter.    On  .lannaiy  14, 1N!M),  I  sailed  as 

a  boat-pidler  from  Viet4>ria,  Hritish  (,'ohnnhia,  on  the 

]Jritislis4'alinjjs('hooner  J/«//</«V-  ,!/«<•, l)od« I, master.   She 

carried  six  sealinj;  boats  timt  wen- manned  i>y  three  white  men  each,  who 

nsed  bieeeldoadin^'  shotf^nns  and  rilles.  VVe  bepm  sealing  oil'  Cape 
Mendoeinoand  sealed  south  as  tar  as  Farallone  Islaixls, 
thence  north  t4)ward  the  Merin;;S»'a.    We  captured  1,120 

seals  on  the  coast  before  enterinj;  the  sea.  i)u  the  iL'th  of  .Inly  we 
entered  the  sea  thrcMij^h  IJnimak  Pass.  Lowered  the 
b(»ats  on  tiie  l.'Uh  and  captured  about  L',<MKi  seals  in 

lliose  waters.  an<l  tiien  returned  to  Victoria  on  the  HMh  of  Septend>er. 

In  .July,  ISJM,  I  sailed  ont  of  the  port  of  Vicrtoria,  liritisli  Colund)ia, 

asa  hunter  on  the  Uritishsealina;  schooner  0^/r>,  O'Keilv, 

mastei'.     Mn' carruMl  one  stern  boat,  manned  with  three 

whit<'  men.    We  proceeded  np  the<'oast  for  the  purpose  of  jtrocuriufj  our 

Indian  crew  of  sealeis.  Failing  in  this  we  returned  to  Victoria  o\\  the 
1st    of  Anyust.     Wiiih;  crnisiiij;  alou};   the  <'t»ast  our 

nn^iVHiaVri?""'"^*'  l>iiiicipal  catch  was  tenude  seals  with  i>up,  the  balance 
bein;;  principallyyearlin{,'s,abouthalf  male  ami  female. 

In  some  ihstances  we  ran  upon  schools  of  seal  and  shot  tive  or  six,  all 
of  which  would  be;  lost;  in  other  instances  we  wcudd 
secure  about  one-half  <»f  those  woun<led.    One  half  of 

all  s«'als  shot  on  the  <'oast  aie  lost. 

1  do  not  know  of  any  place  on  the  coast  where  the  seals  haul  out  upon 
the  laiul  to  breed;  nor  do  1  know  of  anv  instances  where 

j^):.  n..t  imni  np  .m  ^,,j,  ^j..,,^  ^^^^.^,  ,^j,.^,,  j^,  ^,,^j^.  y„„„j,  on"  the  kelp,     l-^illy 

M..itiy  nrftKiinnt  «)()  per  ccirh  of  all  seals  secured  by  us  in  the  Berinj;'  Sea 

" '*  "  '"'  were  cows,  in  milk.     We  seldom  cai)tured  a  bull,  one 

of  which  we  shot  over  twelve  times,  and  afterwards  it  escaped.  There 
are  not  so  many  seals  lost  in  tlu»  lierinjj  Sea  as  there  are  on  the  coast. 
We  ca;;;iht  seals  all  the  way  from  50  to  UoO  miles  from  the  rookeries,  on 
tlie  IMibilof  Islands.  VVe  cau}»lit  female  seals,  in  milk,  near  the  72  Pass, 
in  the  ISerinji  Sea.  The  72  J*ass  is  about  230  miles  from 
i»..naw.  ^j^^^  J'ribilof  Islands.    I  noticed  a  decrease  in  the  num- 

ber «»f  seals  olf  Cape  Flattery  when  there  in  181>1,  as  compared  with 
tiie  other  season.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  a  shame  to  kill  the  female  seal 
before  she  has  given  birth  to  her  young.  Pelagic  seal- 
ing in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  before  the  middle  of 
June  is  very  destructive  and  wasteful  and  should  be 
stopped;  seal  hunters  shoot  all  seals  that  they  can, 
because  they  are  paid  so  much  a  skin,  whether  large 
or  small,  maU>  or  female.  It  is  impossible  to  distin- 
guish the  sex  of  the  seal  in  the  water,  except  the  old 
ones.  I  think  pelagic  sealing  in  the  sea  should  be  pro- 
hibited until  such  a  time  as  the  pup  may  have  grown 
to  the  age  at  which  it  may  be  able  to  live  without  nurse  from  its  mother. 

W.  Shoet. 


I'l'Iii'jir  scaling  tlo 
Nli'iU'Iive. 

Tiiilisci'iiiiiiiutukill' 
'!'«■ 

Si'\     iiiilistinguish 
ablr  in  wiitor. 

ProtiK:tiou  unuecos- 
B.iry. 
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Snl)««Til)0(l  and  sworn  to  before  nie  on  this  2'.U\  day  of  AjjHI,  A.  F). 
181L'. 

[SliAL.J  IjKVI    W.    .MvKKS, 

United  iSlutts  Consul. 
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K\|M  riiiicf. 

Willi/r'^l.   S.a  Linn, 
ilascul,  ChaUniije. 

They  are  <on- 

Mi:;ratioii. 


Deposition  of  Frnl  Smith,  scaler. 

PELAOIO   SEALING. 

Fred  Smith,  beinj;  dnly  sworn,  deposes  an<l  says:  Was  bo-n  at  and 
reside  in   Viebuia.     Have  been  a  seal-lmnter   for  tln^ 
last  three  years  on  the  Winifred,  Sea  Lion,  and  Mascot, 
ISritish  sehooners,and  tiie  American  srhooner  (Uiallcnfie. 
Have  hnntedsealin  Ileriii;;  Sea  and  the  l'a<'ilic  Ocean. 
Have  seen  and  taken  seal  off  Cape  Flattery  in  March, 
stantly  advancinjr  nj)  the  oast.     I  followed  them  into 
HerinfjSea  wliere  they  arrive  abont  Jnly  1st.    Always 
nse  a  shotj^nn  exclnsivj'ly  for  takinjj-  seal.     I   think  abont  one-third 
of  the  seal  shot  with  shot^jnn  are  lost.     A  very  lar^je  majority  of  the 
Si'al  taken  in  the  N(»rth  I'acitic  Ocean  are  cows  witli 
pni>,  and  the  majority  of  seals  taken  in  Ilerin^i'  St-a  are  p,^J^\',',',',j{VrI*u."  ''"' 
cows  with  milk.  JJnt  a  very  few  yeariinfrs  are  taken,  and 
once  in  a  whih^  an  old  bidl  is  taken.    The  male  seal  fak<'n  are  between 
two  and  fonr  veai'sohl.     Hnnters  use  no  discrimination, 
but  sho(»t  everything  that  comes  near  the  boat.     When  j^i^p-'i*'  """""0  wiu- 
a  seal  has  his  nose  out  of  water  and  yon  shoot  him,  he 
will  sink  at  once,  and  if  you  shoot  a  seal  and  Ih^  turns  his  nose  out  of 
the  water,  he  will  sink  immediately  and  is  hard  to  secure  under  those 
conditions.     Have  never  known  any  pups  to  be  born  in     ..      ,    •  ,    ., 

J.I  i.  i.1  ill  il  il        ■>     1  N.J  (K'layii  l.irth. 

tlie  water  nor  on  the  coast  elsewhere  than  on  the  rril>- 
ilof  Islands.     Have  never  known  any  fur  seal  to  haul    i)'>n<;«  .i>iiui  up  •» 
up  on   the  laml  anywhere  on  the  coast  except  on  the 
l'ribih>f  Islands.     I  have  taken  female  seals  .SO  miles  ott"  the  I'ribilof 
Islands  that  were  full  of  milk.     If  seal  are  not  pro- 
tected in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and  given  a  chance 
to  raise  their  young,  they  must  soon  be  exterminated,  for  most  of  the 
seal  killed  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  are  cows  with  pup. 

F.  SsriTU. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mc  this  3d  day  of  IMay,  18'J2. 

A.  W.  Lavendkk, 
United  Stales  Treasury  Aycnt. 


TroU'ttion. 


Deposition  of  Joshua  Sticklnnd,  scaler. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

.Toshua  Stiekland,  being  didy  sworn,  deposes  .and  says:  I  reside  iu 
Victoria,  British  Cohunbia;  I  am  by  occupation  a  seal- 
hunter;  have  been  in  the  business  two  years  on  the     Experience. 
British  schooner. t/^wfe/'/wrt.    First  struck  the  seal  ott" 
the  Columbia  lliver  about  February  1.    Follow  the  seal  up  the  coast 
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into  Ilering  Soa,  wWcli  they  enter  early  in  'Inly.  I  une  the  shot^n  ex- 
cluaively  tor  tuking  hi-uI.  About  L'^  percent  of  Heals 
shot  ure  hmt.  Most  ut'  the souIh  taken  iire  t'eniales  with 
pup.  Out  of  111  Heals  last  year  1  killed  but  •'{  bulls. 
A  very  few  yearlin;;s  have  bren   taken  by  ine.     A  few 

male  seal  have  been  taken  by  nie  from  2  to  4  years  old.     Hunters  use 

nu  discriniination,  but  shoot  everything  in  sliapt^of  a  seal  that  eomes 
near  the  boat.  Have  never  known  or  heard  of  pups 
bein^  born  in  the  wat  'r  or  on  tlu;  land  anywheres  out- 
side of  the  Pribilof  I  dands.  Hav  never  known  of  fur 
seal  haulin<j:  up  on  the  land  on  the  const  anywhere  e\- 
ce|>t  on  the  seal  islands.  Have  killed  eow  srals  that 
wer«'  full  of  milk  over 40  miles  from  the  I'ribilof  Islamls. 
From  May  1  to  yeptend)er  15  I  think  seal  oii^jht  to  bo 
protected  in  Berinj?  8ea  and  the  North  I'aeilic  Ocean. 

If  not  they  will  soon  be  exterminated. 

.lOSIIUA  Sticki.anu. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mc  this  1st  day  of  May,  IHWJ. 

A.    \V.    LAVKNDKIt, 

United  IStatcs  Treasury  Atjent. 


&lii;rutiou. 


No  pt'liigic  birth. 

Oi)  not  liuiil  III)  px- 
cdpt  on  I'rililloi  Is- 
IuikIh. 

Niimliii!  f  <>iii  nl«H 
kllliMl. 

Protect  Ion. 


DcponUion  of  John  A.  Swain,  xealer  [bout imller). 
pelagic  sealing.  ^ 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  liritixh  Columbia,  ss: 

John  A.  Swain,  beinj;  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at  Vic- 
Ex  erience  toria,  llritisli  Columbia.     1  am  a  seaman  by  occupation 
xperence.  ^^^^^  _^^^^  ^,^  years  old.    I  wc  •:  scalin;u  in  ^Iay,  KSUl,  as 
Thittu,  1891.           boat-puller  in  the  steamer  I'liistle,  Nicherson,  master. 
She  carried  seven  boats  and  one  stern  bout,  all  white  crew,  and  three 

off  coast       '"^^^  ***  *^''^''  ^•'♦^^-     ^^*'  i>*^KJi'^  sealinj;  oil  the  Coliunbia 

a  iigo  toas .       liiver,  and  then  sealed   northward  up   the  coast  to 

Bering  Sea,  and  captured  about  IV20  seals  in  the  North  I'acihc  Ocean, 


k'regnant  females 
tiikeii. 


Waateof  life. 


most  all  fenuiles,  and  nt-ariy  all  had  young  pups  in 

them.    A  great  many  seals  ure  lost  in  hunting  them 

by  sinking  before  tln^  boats  caTi  get  to  them,  and  a 

great    many  are    badly  wounded    and   escape.     Our 

hunters  used  shotguns  and  lost  a  great  many;  I  think 

Entered  Bering  Sea.  We  would  save  two  out  of  livc  tilut  we  killed.     We 

entered  the  liering  Sea  in  June  tlirongh  Seventy-two 

P.ass  and  caught  abcmt  100  seals,  when  we  wert;  ordered  out  of  the 

„,  ,     ,    .,       sea.    They  were  all  females  that  hud  given  birth  to 

Only  fumales  taken.    J.^     • 

^  their  young. 

In  February,  1802, 1  again  shipjied  iu  the  schooner  Geiieca,  O'Lery, 

master;  she  carried  seven  boats  and  one  stern  boat, 

and  three  men  to  each  boat;  I  was  bout  steerer.    We 

commenced  sealing  as  soon  as  we  got  outside  of  the  cupe,  ami  captured 

about  270  seals  along  up  the  coast.    Most  of  the  seals 

caught  were  pregnant  females,  and  when  we  Mould 

skin  them  the  milk  would  run  out  of  them  on  the  deck. 

i)onot  haul  up  on  1  am  sure  there  is  no  place  on  the  coast  where  they 

haul  out  upon  the  land  and  give  birth  to  their  young. 


Oeruva,  1892. 


Pregnant    femal  o  a 
taken. 
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nor  do  thoy  ^ivt;  birth  to  their  youn^  on  the  kelp.     I  do  not  (^onsidui' 

it  rit;lit  to  kill  tho  inothiT  s«>iil  hrton'  sliu  Iiiih  |;iven 

birth  t(»hoiyounm>up;  I  do  not  think  they  Hhould  bo  „[";;"**"""  "•""'• 

killed  until  .six  weeks  after  ^[ivin;;  hiith  to  their  yonn^. 

The  hunt«ir  tries  to  shoot  the  seals  in  the  headcn-  thron};li  the  heart.     I 

left  the  vessel  at  ('layijuot  and  arrived  at  Victoria  <)n  tlie  1st  of  April; 

the  ve»8ol  is  out  now. 

John  A.  Swain. 

Subseribed  aiul  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
lSiH». 
[seal.]  Levi  W.  Myeks, 

United  Statttt  ConMul. 


T? 


;  ! 


\'.\ 


ffl 


t:' 

i  . 

E-' 

'(  j 

}.  ■         I 

^  i 

1-     '    ' 

i 

|i    fj-f       , 

L^ 

i4, 

1 

TESTIMONY  TAKEN  IN  THl^:  STATE  OF  WASHINGTON. 


Deposition  of  A.  7?,  Ah'xandvf.  fishery  crprrt  on  tht-  U.  S.  Fish  Commin- 
sion  steamer  Albatross  and  United  ISlatcs  revenue  steamer  Cor  win. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Stair  of  Wasifingtox, 

County  of  'hj)'ers<nij  ss: 

rersonally  appears  lu'foio  mo  A.  li.  Aloxaiulor,  who,  boinj;  duly 
sworn,  (U'posrs  and  says:  I  am  .'{7  yrars  of  anc,  a  oiti- 
'  zen  oi  (ilouccstcr,  Mass.,  and  nave  been  lor  six  years 

and  still  am  an  employ*'  of  tlie  IT.  S.  Fisli  Cotnmission  as  a  fishery  ex- 
pert, beinj;  detailed  for  service  on  tiie  l"'ish  Conimissioii  steamer  yl//m- 
tross.  On  Mareli  L'Dtli  I  was  detailed  lor  t;'mp(»rary  service  on  the 
United  States  revenue  steamer  ro/wr/«,aiid  am  still  soeiiSiiK^'d.  I>iiring 
my  service  on  the  Coririn  I  have  eiiiised  as  far  north  as  Yakutar  liay. 
I  liave  visited,  with  but  few  ex<'ept ions,  all  the  ports  and  native  vil- 
la};es  from  Dixon's  Kntrance  to  aud  iiicludiiij;-  Yakutat  Hay.  I  have 
personally  conversed  with  tlu^  Indians,  owners  of  vessels,  seal  hunters, 
both  native  and  white,  and  others  enj;a}i»'d  in  the  sealing  business.  I 
have  been  in  canoes  and  boats,  and  personally  observed  the  takin{f  of 
seals  by  all  methods  practiced  on  this  coast,  and  have  thus  sought  to 
familiarize  myself  in  every  way  with  the  acpiatic  habits  of  the  seal, 
their  habitat,  method  (»f  cai>ture,  and  all  matters  of  interest  connected 
with  the  sealing  industry. 

There  are  two  methods  of  taking  seal  in  the  water  practiced  on  the 
.,  .,   ,      ,  ,     .    muthwest  coast;    white  men  emi)loy  lirearms  exclu- 

MutlicMlH    of  hunt-       .       ,  1  •!     ,,  ,.  r      1-  11 

ing.  sively,  wliile  the  native   [ndians  generally  use  spears. 

The  most  expert  of  these  spearmen  are  the  Neah  Bay 

ludiaiis,  and  as  seal  hunters  they  suri)ass  all  others. 
An  expert  w^hito  hunter,  even  with  the  best  of  firearms,  can  not  com- 
pete with  them,  for  when  he  approaches  a  group  of  sleeping  seals,  all 
in  close  proximity  to  one  aiiotiier,  he  can  not  expect  to  get  more  than 
one  of  the  number.  The  noise  of  his  gun  will  startle  all  others  within 
a  radius  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  or  more,  thereby  destroying  all  chance 
of  catching  another  seal  asleej).  It  sometimes  happens,  however,  that 
a  skilled  hunter  will  capture  two  or  three  out  of  a  group,  but  such  cases 
are  exceptions  rather  than  the  rule.  It  is  different  with  an  Indian  hun- 
ter who  uses  a  spear ;  he  silently  a])proaches  the  sleeping  victim  and 
noiselessly  hurls  his  sjiear  at  it  with  a  deadly  aim,  and  the  only  thing 
heard  is  tiie  hard  breathing  and  slashing  of  the  seal  as  it  lights  for 
liberty. 

The  spear  which  the  Neah  Bay  Indians  use  is  double  pronged,  which 

in  their  hands  is  a  formidable  wea])on.  The  shaft  is  12 
andTuct'CHi'of'lmuig.  l"ti<-'t  l<^>"fi'7  '""l  made  of  ce<lar ;  the  prongs  are  hard  wood, 

one  30  and  the  other  18  inches  long,  about  4  inches  apart 
352 
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at  tlic  oihIs,  and  ])oint('<l.  The  jiionfis  and  sliaft  are  scarixMl  txij^ctlier 
aiitl  hi'ld  in  idace  by  a  serving  of  small  cotton  lin«'.  Tlio  lonj;  pronj; 
is  ii  continnation  of  tlio  sliaft.  iuit  tlie  short  one  projects  oflat  a  slif^ht 
aii^ile.  The  Hjjearheads  are  made  of  bone  and  steel,  with  a  sinj>le  biirb 
at  the  sides  and  a  socket  in  the  l.utt,  into  which  the  ends  of  the  |>ronj;s 
are  lifted  In  the  mi<ldle  of  tli<^  spearhea«l  is  a  hoh',  into  which  is  iient 
a  lanyard  made  of  whale  sinew,  which  is  sewed  with  eotron  twine  to 
prevent  it  from  cha tin jy.  To  the  lanyard  is  fastened  the  spear  rope, 
which  in  early  years  was  also  made  ol  whah^  sinew,  or  other  dnral)le 
material,  Imt  now  cotton  line  isnsed  asa  snbstitute,  it  beinj;' mnch  easier 
])rocnred,  and  answers  the  pnrjmse  equally  as  well.  The  spearheads 
are  held  in  ])Osition  by  the  spear  rope,  which  is  hauled  tautand  fastened 
to  a  whaletmne  becket  at  the  end  of  the  shaft.  Jn  throwinji'  tlu^  spear, 
two  tinj'ers  of  the  ri^ht  band  are  placed  over  a  small  Hat  liandh'.  tlie 
other  hand  acting  as  a  rest  upon  whi<li  the  s])ear  is  balanced.  When 
tlie  spear  is  thrown  the  loiifj  pronj--  is  held  uppermost.  'J'ln'  reason  for 
this  is  that  if  it  shotild  pass  over  the  back  or  head  of  the  seal  the  short 
jiron};  will  be  sure  to  strike  it.  As  soon  as  a  seal  is  stiiick  the  sjteai- 
iieads  slip  from  the  jnongs  and  the  lope  from  the  becket.  No  noti(!e  is 
taken  of  the  shaft,  as  it  can  be  picked  up  after  tln^  inize  has  been 
secured. 

As  an  illustration  of  this  method  of  tukinjn' seals.  I  ^ivo  in  detail  one 
of  my  experieni'cs:  On  the  afternoon  of  Ajail  L'3d  1  went  (»ut  in  one  of 
our  canoes,  manaj^ed  by  two  Neah  liay  Indians,  father  and  son.  The 
weather  being  i>leasant  and  sea  smooth,  sail  was  s«'t,  and  with  rhe  as- 
sistance of  paddles  we  made  good  sj)eed  in  a  southwesterly  direction. 
Two  men  usually  go  in  a  canoe;  one  handles  a  spear  and  the  other  a 
steering  i)addle.  No  great  imixu-tance  is  attached  to  tlu!  man  who 
steers,  as  it  refpiires  no  sj)ecial  skill  to  keej)  thecanocMtn  the  course  de- 
sired; but  to  the  skill  of  the  one  who  stands  in  the  bow  aiul  throws  the 
spear  depends  the  success  of  the  hunt,  and  if  he  should  be  so  unfor- 
tunate as  to  miss  aeveral  seals  in  sncc<'ssion  his  dusky  partner  in  the 
stern  thinks  himself  justitied  in  using  strong  language.  All  seal- 
hunting  <!anoes  carry  a  small  sprit  sail  made,  of  drilling,  which  can  be 
set  and  taken  in  very  (piickly  with  little  or  no  imise.  Oars  and  paddles 
are  both  used;  the  fornu'r  when  a  long  i>assage  is  to  be  made,  the  lat- 
ter when  .among  seals.  The  spearman  always  keeps  a  lookout  lor  seals, 
and  stan<ls  upon  one  of  the  forward  thwarts,  with  oiu^  hand  resting 
against  the  mast  to  steady  hintself.  fn  this  position  he  cou'inands  a 
good  view  on  either  side  and  ahead.  It  is  not  to  be  understood,  how- 
ever, that  the  man  in  Ihe  stern  keeps  no  watch,  for  his  eyes  are  ever  on 
the  alert,  but  liis  h)w;!r  position  prevents  him  irom  seeing  ai\y  great 
distance.  As  soon  as  a  seal  is  sighted  tlu;  sail  is  taken  in,  rolled  ui>, 
and  jdaced  whei-e  it  can  not  nuike  a  noise  by  thum]>ing  against  the  side 
or  on  the  thwarts.  The  gaff  and  killing  dub  aie  placerl  in  a  handy  posi- 
tion, and  the  spear  examined  to  see  if  everything  about  it  is  strong  and 
in  good  working  order.  If  the  seal  is  some  distance  away  both  the  men 
l>addle,  but  if  close  by  only  the  hunter  at  tlie  stern  )»addles,  the  direc- 
tion being  indicated  bj"  a  was'c  of  the  hatid  from  the  man  in  the  bow. 

Silently  the  sleeper  is  a])proached,  all  '.un'onscinus  of  its  danger.  If 
the  coveted  prize  should  show  signs  of  uneasiness,  no  risk  is  taken,  and 
the  hunter  throws  his  spear  when  within  40  or  50  feet  of  it.  He  seldom 
misses  the  mark  even  at  this  distance,  but  will  always  api)roach  nearer 
if  possible.  At  the  end  of  an  hour  we  saw  our  lirst  seal  about  a  (juarter 
of  a  mile  ahead.  The  canoe  was  kept  oft"  under  its  lee,  the  sail  tsdcen 
in,  and  everything  put  in  readiness  for  action.  Cautiously  we  paddled 
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towaitls  the  prey,  rare  boiiip;  taken  not  to  inalve  the  slightest  noise. 
"NVo  had  approached  within  about  40  Icet  uhon  tlie  seal  began  to  grow 
restless,  as  ifit  was  dreaming  ol'<langer.  The  linnter  stood  braeed,  si)ear 
in  hand,  and  with  trne  aim  he  linrlcd  it  with  all  his  iorce  at  thesleejt- 
ing  object.  In  an  instant  the  seen*'  ol'icpose  was  changed  into  one  of 
intense  excitement  and  pain.  AVith  a  jump  the  seal  instantly  disap 
peared  below  the  sv  I'aee,  but  not  to  es(  ajie.  for  when  once  a  S]>ear  be- 
comes fastened  to  an  obje<'t  it  seldom  ])nllsout.  iSoon  it  came  up  to 
breatheand  renew  itsd<'s]ieratestrnggle  tor  liberty.  It  stood  inthewatei 
facing  us,  with  its  body  lialf  exposetl  as  if  taking  in  the  situation,  and 
AA'ith  a  kind  of  low,  piteous  growl,  as  though  it  realized  its  end  was  near, 
it  renewed  the  contest.  ltfoughtnmdly,(living,,)umping,  and  swimming 
with  great  speed,  lirst  in  one  directnm  and  then  in  another',  sometimes 
on  one  side  of  the  canoe  and  then  on  the  other,  the  Indian  all  the  time 
holding  on  to  the  spear  roi)e,  trying  to  draw  the  seal  near  the  canoe  so 
as  to  strike  it  cm  the  head  with  the  killing  club.  In  its  frantic  efforts  to 
escape  it  bit  at  the  line  several  times,  but  soon  abandoned  the  idea  of 
gaining  its  freedom  in  such  a  manner  and  again  resorted  to  jumping 
and  diving.  The  loss  of  blood  soon  caused  it  to  grow  Meak,  and  after 
a  light,  which  lasted  perhaps  live  minutes,  it  ceased  to  struggle  alto- 
gether, and  was  haided  to  the  side  of  the  canoe  and  disi)atched  with 
the  club. 

In  a  few  minutes  another  seal  was  observed  aslee])  a  short  distance 
away;  again  sail  was  taken  in  and  the  same  precautionary  means  us(d 
as  before.  This  individual  was  aiiitroadied  ^vithiu  1!.")  feet,  and  so  good 
a  mark  was  it  that  the  spear  was  (Iriven  nearly  through  the  i)o<ly.  Jt 
died  almost  immediately,  and  from  the  time  it  was  struck  until  it  was 
landed  in  the  bottom  of  the  (lanoe  did  not  oceujty  nu»re  than  three 
minutes. 

We  had  not  proceeded  far  on  our  course  when  two  seals  were  sighted 
close  together.  They  were  so  near  each  other  that  it  was  im]»ossible 
to  spear  one  without  waking  the  other,  so  the  largj'r  one  of  the  two  w  as 
selected.  As  soon  as  it  was  struck,  the  other  awoke,  and  with  a  few 
jnm])s  was  out  of  danger,  leaving  its  com])anion  to  ])erish  alone.  AVe 
soon  found  that  this  seal  was  going  to  make  a  hard  tight  and  would 
probably  give  us  no  little  trctuble.  Jt  jumi)ed  and  dived  in  quick  suc- 
cession, piilling  at  the  spear  rope  with  suflRcient  force  to  move  the 
canoe  about  in  a  lively  manner,  and  on  tw^o  occasions  the  Indian  avIio 
was  "playing"  it  had  to  let  goof  the  line  altogether  to  save  himself 
fi'om  being  pulled  overlxtard.  This  kind  ot  work  was  very  severe  on 
the  hands,  but  the  Indian  held  on  regardless  of  bleeding  flngeis. 
"When  the  seal  would  <'ome  to  the  surface  to  breathe  a  little  slack  rope 
would  be  gathered  in,  only  to  be  lost  much  (luicker  than  gaiiuMl.  And 
so  they  fought;  first  the  liunter  and  then  the  seal  would  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  situation,  and,  at  the  end  of  eight  or  ten  minutes,  the 
seal  a]»]»arently  was  as  fresh  as  when  first  struck.  It  looked  as  if  the 
light  might  last  for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  which  of  course  did 
not  suit  the  Indians.  In  order  that  there  should  be  no  mistake  about 
the  result  of  the  fight,  an  old  rille  Avas  brought  forth  from  the  bottom 
of  the  canoe.  Watching  his  o])])oitunity  Avhen  the  seal  was  making 
one  of  its  leaps,  the  hunti-r  in  the  stern  fired,  lie  missed  the  mark 
twice,  but  these  failures  did  not  by  any  means  prove  him  to  be  a  poor 
shot,  for  a  person  who  can  hit  a  seal  that  is  jumi)ing  wildly  about  in 
every  direction  at  the  end  of  a  s]>ear  line  is  indeed  a  good  marksman. 
A  third  shot,  however,  took  ellect,  and  the  battle  was  decideid. 

Close  quarters  evidently  dil  not  suit  the  seal,  for  it  showed  its  teeth 
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in  a  very  unfriendly  manner,  and  on  one  occasion  set  them  in  the  side 
of  the  canoe.  Tliis  act  was  the  only  false  movement  the  seal  had  made 
since  the  fight  began,  and  it  paid  the  jienalty  with  its  life;  a  rifle  ball 
was  put  through  its  body  and  a  club  landed  on  its  hea<l  at  the  same 
time.  Upon  exaniination,  after  being  hauled  into  the  boat,  wo  found 
that  the  spear  head  had  passed  through  its  right  flipper,  which  accounted 
for  the  long  light,  as  it  could  use  its  other  flipjM'rs  to  good  advantage. 

Prosperity  has  the  same  elfect  ui)on  Indians  as  upon  white  men,  and 
soon  sail  was  made  and  a  sharp  lookout  kejit  for  others.  Two  more 
were  observed  during  the  afternoon,  one  of  which  was  captured  very 
easily.  The  other  was  awake  and  came  up  a  short  distance  away  witli 
a  red  rocktish  in  its  mouth.  This  fact  indicates  that  there  are  sliallow 
spots  in  this  vicinity  (Lat.  ns^  ."»8'  north;  Long.  141° 
7'  west)  where  seals  i'eed.  Indeed,  it  may  be  one  of  the 
favorite  feeding  grounds  when  in  northern  Avaters,  for  it  has  long  been 
reported  that  many  fishing  banks  exist  on  the  Fairweather  gr(Minds. 
Tiiis  was  the  last  seal  seen  during  the  day  by  us.  A  fresh  breeze 
sprang  uj),  acf'ompanied  by  a  short,  choppy  sea,  and  in  consequence 
we  were  obliged  to  return  to  the  ship,  where  we  arrived  about  G  p.  m. 

Ill  hunting  seals  the  white  men  use  an  otter  boat  manned  by  three 
men — the  hunter,  boat-puller,  and  steercr.  Tlie  favor- 
ite weapon  is  the  shotgun,  and  rifles  are  but  little  used. 
The  No.  10  Parker  gun  is  preferred,  and  the  usual 
charge  is  5  drams  of  jjowder  and  twenty-one  No.  2  buckshot.  The 
seals  are  shot  under  any  conditions  in  which  tlkoj^  may  be  found,  ]»ro- 
vidi'd  they  are  in  range. 

Xo  discrimination  is  or  can  be  used;  everything  is  game  thatcimies 
Mi'tliin  range  of  the  hunter's  weapim.  From  their 
habits  in  the  water  the  seals  are  known  as  ''.jumpers" 
or  '•breachers"when  they  are  movingthrongh  thewater, 
"rollers"  when  they  are  lying  idle  on  the  surface  ami 
moved  by  every  wave,  "finners"  when  they  are  resting 
and  "finning"  themselves  with  their  fins,  and  "sleep- 
ers" when  they  are  asleep  on  the  smooth  water  and  can 
be  approached  to  within  close  range. 

In  sleeping,  the  seal's  head  is  to  leeward  and  the  steerer  will  endeavor 
to  work  the  boat  so  as  to  approach  from  that  direction  and  give  the 
hunter  an  opixu'tunity  to  shoot  the  seal  in  the  back  of  the  neck.  When 
so  sliot  they  take  longer  to  sink  than  when  shot  in  the  face;  that  is,  if 
a  seal  bobs  up  in  the  water,  its  body  being  in  a  submerged  and  horizontal 
liosition,  and  if  it  be  instantly  killed  by  the  shot  it  will  at  once  sink. 
It  is  then  that  the  8  or  10  foot  gaft"  is  used  to  recover  it.  It  has  been 
my  observation  that  the  rapidity  with  which  seals  sink  is  influenced  by 
several  conditions.  A  i)regnant  female  will  sink  less  „.  , ,  , 
t|uickly  than  a  male  ot  ecpial  size.  If  a  seal  be  shot  at 
a  time  wdieii  the  air  is  well  exhausted  in  the  lungs  it  will  sink  more 
i|uiekly  than  if  killed  when  the  lungs  are  inflated.  If  a  seal  is  asleep 
and  shot  in  the  back  of  the  head  it  will  float  for  several  minutes,  thus 
enabling  the  hunter  to  secure  it. 

I  have  noticed  that  the  stomachs  of  the  major>,y  of  seals  captured, 
provided  they  were  young  females  or  immature  males,  were  empty. 
While  the  stomachs  of  the  old  bulls  were  well  filled  as  though  prepar- 
ing themselves  for  the  demand  of  the  bre«'ding  grounds.     ^^^ 
Their  diet  was  made  up  of  salmon,  red  rockttsh,  and 
scpiid. 
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The  destmctivencss  to  soal  life  by  pelagie  linntinpf  is  very  fjreat. 
Witeofuii-  TIh^  iiiiijoiity  of  seals  killed  are  ])iegiiaiit  females,  so 

tliat  two  lives  are  often  sacrilii-ed  in  seeuriii}^'  one  skin. 
This  is  true  whether  lireanns  or  spi  ars  are  iise<l.  In  addition  to  this, 
tlu'  miinber  of  skins  marketed  does  not  re])res(uit  the  nnmber  actually 
•lestroyed,  for  many  are  killed  that  are  not  seeured,  while  others,  though 
latally  wounded,  still  possess  strength  enough  to  escape  their  pur- 
suers. 

In  studying  aquatic  seal  life  on  the  i!forth west  Coast,  there  has  como 
under  my  observation  anothei' source  of  waste.  That  is,  the  destiuc- 
^  ,  ,  ^,  „  tion  of  bulls  that  are  tit  for  service  upon  the  brcicding 
grounds  on  the;  seal  islands.  VV  hde  the  injury  to  the 
herd  from  killing  these  males  is,  in  general,  not  so  great  as  that  which 
arises  from  the  killing  of  cows,  nevertheless,  the  destroying  of  an  ani- 
mal which  has  required  six  or  seven  years  of  life  to  prepare  it  to  assist 
in  the  perpetuation  of  the  species  is  a  serious  menace  to  the  life  of  the 
herd. 

From  my  general  knowledge  of  natural  history,  from  my  study  of 
the  habits  of  seals,  as  well  as  from  the  opportunities  I  have  had  to  ac- 
quaint myself  witli  the  sources  of  destructicui  which  are  at  work,  I 
hrmly  believe  that  i)elagic  sealing  would  not  only  ac- 
count for  the  diminution  of  the  seal  herd,  butif  contin- 
tinued  the  s»'als  will  inevitably  be  commercially  destroyed. 

A.  B.  Alexander. 

Subsciibed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2(»th  day  of  ^fay^  lSt>2. 
[seal.]  11. "^L.  BriJKKTT, 

Kotary  ruhlic,  Ri'.sklhuj  at  Fort  Toint.scnd. 


rrolection. 
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I>cj)osition  of  Wilton  G.  Bennett,  scaler  {hnntcr). 
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MisTiition. 


Wilton  C.  Bennett,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born 
at  Xcali  Hay.    I  am  32  years  old  and  have  been  a  seal- 
Exiierionco.  huntcr  all  my  life  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  and  on(> 

season  in  P>earing  Sea,  alwii,vs  in  the  capacity  of  hunter. 
I  have  first  seen  and  taken  seal  oft"  Cape  Flattery  in  March;  have  fol- 
lowed the  seal  uj)  as  far  as  Bartlett  Sound,  which  they 
leave  about  .lune  1;  have  used  a  spear  tor  tatdng  seal 
all  my  life,  but  when  seal  are  wild  sometimes  1  used  a  shotgun.    I^Io  seal 
were  lost  when  struck  with  spear.     About  40  per  cent  of  seal  shot  M'ith 
shotgun  arc  lost  and  more  when  the  ritte  is  used.    Most 

Mostly  .owe  taken,    .^jj    ^j^g    ^^,.,|^    ^.^j.^.j^   ^^   j,,^    j^.^^.^   ^^^^^,j^    ^.^^^^^      j   ^j^j^^,. 

cows  sleep  more  and  are  more  easily  approa<'hed.  Xever  killed  but 
seven  old  bulls  on  the  coast  of  Washington  in  my  life,  but  have  taken 
a  few  pups  every  year.  The  sex  of  the  seal  can  not  be 
told  in  the  Avater;  1  shoot  everything  that  comes  near 
the  boat.  Seal  when  shot  dead  sink  very  quick,  and 
are  hard  to  sec.  re  under  those  conditions.  Seal  are  not  as  identiful 
on  the  coast  as  they  used  to  be.  They  have  been  de 
creasing  verv  fast  the  last  few  years.  I  think  this  is 
Jlrror "'^.■.mV.'ox-  <!a"««'tl  l>y  the  indiscriminate  killing  in  the  water.  T 
c('i)t  on  I'libi'u.f  Js  liavc  iievcr  known  any  seal  pups  to  be  born  in  the 
''""^**  water  or  on  the  coast  anywhere,  excei)t  on  the  Pribi- 


IniUscriiMiiiiitc  kill 
i"'K. 


nocrt'use. 
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Miintly  cnwrt    wilb 
milk. 

I'liitfc  lion. 


l«)f  Islands.     Have  never  known  seal  to  haul  uimim    iionnt  inmiupany- 

111*'  coast   anywhere  outside  of  the  I'ribihtf   lslands.;,V,"i;;iaI;;ii. "" '''^'' 

Most  ot  the  seal  taken  in  lUninfi-  Sea  by  nie  were  eows 

with  milk.     Cows  with  milk  liave  been  taken  by  u\o 

1(»0  miles  from  the  Pribih)f  Islands.     I  think  that  all 

jiciilj-ie  Ininting-  should  be  stopped,  so  that  seal  would 

liave  a  chance  to  increase. 

Wilton  C.  Uknnett. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  n»e  this  2(»tli  day  of  April,  JS1>L'. 

A.    W.    liAVKNDKIl, 

United  i^tatea  Trcitsury  Ayciit. 


DcpoHition  of  William  Tirennan,  scaler  (sailing  master,  boat  stecrcr). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

Count  1/  of  Kiiiff,  ss  : 

William  Brennan,  b('in.u'  (irst  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  snj-s:  I  am  37 
years  of  age;  was  born  in  Ijondon;  am  by  occui>;ition 
a  seafaring  man;  and  reside  at  Seattle,  in   the  State     "K.\pcri(mco. 
of  Washinji'ton.     I  ha V(^  spent  the   best  years  of  my 
life  in  the  close  study  of  tlu^  denizens  of  the  sea,  includinn:  seals  and  the 
modes  of  cai)turinfj  them,  such  as  seafariuj;  men  bestow  ui)on  matters 
ill  which  they  are  interested  particii)ants.     I  lirst  went  to  sea  in  No- 
vember,  1S(V.),  and  have  been  connected  with   shi])pin}i:  matters  for 
twenty-three  years.    Passing  my  examination  as  secoiul  mate  in  Lou- 
don in  1874,  I  went  to  Australia,  thence  to  China  and  .lapan,  remaining 
in  Japan  si'\eral  yeai's.      In  April,  1881,  I  went  as      ,  ,..  ,„„, 
sailing  master  ot  the  Dutch  schooner  Lottie,  Ans  Oster- 
soii,  master,  to  hunt  otters  and  seals  around  the  Kurile  Islands.     Wo 
arrived  at  Skotan  about  May,  and  hunted  otters  until  the  middle  of 
S(»])tember,  then  went  back  to  Skotan  to  lill  up  with  wood  and  water. 
Meeting  two  schooners  there  an  agreement  was  made 
to  work  together  and  raid  IJoljben  Island  for  seals.  Tlio 
Lottie  being  old  and  unseaworthy,  it  was  d<'cided  that 
she  should  remain  in  port  and  I  should  lemain  in  charge  of  her  and 
look  afte       .1  skins.    Tiie  Lottie's  captain,  hunters,  and  best  men  of 
IterciewweredividedainDiigtlu^  other  sciiooiiers.  They  were  away  about 
six  weeks,  and  came  back  with  a  good  catch. 

We  left  the  Lottie  on  the  beach,  and  all  arrived  safely  back  in  Japan. 
I  was  nine  months  on  that  voyage. 

In  March,  1882,  I  shipped  from  Japan  as  first  mate  in  the  Kussiaii 
schooner  A'ewo.     She  was  iitted  out  for  hunter,  tishing,      „      ,_„, 

,      ,        ,.  ,  •     1    -    1        t  i.  I  r         J\reOTO,1882. 

and  trading,  and  carrie<l  o  boats,  a  steam  launch, 
-  canoes,  and  32  men  all  told.  We  started  for  the  Xeva.  Kiver  in 
Saghalien.  On  ai'riving  there  I  went  (m  shore  with  an  interpreter, 
;uid  the  schooner  started  for  Kamchatka.  I  was  to  fish,  or  hire  men  to 
do  so,  prospect  for  minerals  for  two  months  (having  permit  papers  to 
<lo  so),  and  then  devote  my  time  to  seals  and  their  habits,  \ntli  the  idea 
of  capturing  them.  In  September  I  landed  on  liobben  Isl.and  with  7 
ivussiau  soldiers  and  remjiined  fifteen  or  twenty  days  watching  seals, 
and  waiting  ^br  the  Nemo  to  come,  but  she  never  came.    The  Kussiaus 
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gottiii};'  tired,  w<'.  went  back  to  the  river,  and  I  remained  in  tliat  country 
until  the  next  August,  whv.u  I  .started  baek  to  Japan,  arriving  tliere  in 
October. 
In  1884  I  again  went  limiting  from  Yokohama  in  the  German  .schooner 
Felix,  Charles  Sternberg,  master.     She  carried  three 
30-foot    boats,   (5  men    to  each    boat,  5   Japs  and    a 
white  man.     In  Sejitembei',  while  lying  at  anchor  witli  2  other  .schoon- 
ers under  Cape  Patience,  we  were  boarded  by  a  IJussian  ollicer  and 
armed   sisimen,  who  came  from  ]^)bben  Island  in  the  guard  schooiu'r 
Leon,  and  all  of  our  guns  were  taken  from  us  and  we  were  warned  olf. 
•We  went  away,  but  came  back  in  three  weeks  and 
iiinii'.'"' ""''"'*'"'"  ^*   found  the  man-of-war  guarding  the  island.    Dodging 
around,  we  waite*!  until  sh«^  had  gone,  and  the  next 
night  made  a  landing  and  a  haul  of  over  oOO  good  marketable  skins. 

The  next  morning,  being  a  few  miles  from  the  island,  we  sighted  tlm 
man-of-war  bearing  down  towards  the  island.  We  made  all  sail  and 
got  out  of  sight  as  quickly  as  possilile,  and  returned  to  Yokohama  in 
]S^ovember.  Having  heard  of  seals  being  shot  in  the  water  on  the 
Pacilic  side,  I  came  over  to  test  the  matter.  In  1SS(»  I  left  Seattle  on 
board  tlu.  schooner  Chalh'xfie,  Dcmglas,  master,  to  hunt 
seals  off  Cape  Flattery,  our  heachpiarters  being  Clalam 
Bay,  carrying  12  or  15  Indians  with  canoes,  and  re- 
Catch  on  Pociflo  maiucd  Sealing  until  the  end  of  May,  when  I  came 
back  to  Seattle,  the  charter  being  up.  On  that  vviy- 
age  we  captured  about  300  fur-seals.  \ 

III  1887  1  went  back  to  Japan.    I  left  Yokohama  on  the  English 
.schooner  Aila,  Van   INdt,  master,    and    brought   her 
across  to  Victoria,  Hritish  Columbia.     We  arrived  in 
]May  and  .sailed  in  June  with  an  Indian,  crew,  making  a  six  weeks' 
cruise  (tlf  the  Vaiic(»uver  coast,  and  capturing  about  300  seals.     Upon 
returning  to  Victoria,  I  left  the  vessel  and  \>ent  to  Alaska. 
y^._^    ^^^^  In   1880  I   went   as    boat-steerer  on   the  schooner 

""**'  Teresa,  of  Victoria,  Lawrence,  master,  and  put  the 

season  in  at  sealing. 
I  have  since  followed  the  .sea  as  sailing  captain,  pilot,  and  quarter- 
master on  vessels  sailing    out  of   Victoria,   British 
(!oiuiiibia.    In  my  o]>iiii()n,  fur  seals  born  on  the  Cop- 
])er,  lj«'ri!ig,  or  liobbin  islands  will  naturallj  return  to 
the  rookery  at  which  they  were  born.    The  same  thing 
is  true  of  those  born  on  the  St.  Paul  or   St.  George 
islands.    No  ves.sel,  to  niy  knowledge,  has  evei"  met  a 
band  of  seals  in  midocean  in  the  North  Pacific.     I 
have  crossed  said  waters  on  thiee  difterent  occasions,  and  each  time 
kept  a  close  lookout  for  them.    The  greatcH*  part  of 
sin^nNurlVM!'  the  scals  tluit  wc  luul  iu  the  Nortli  Pacific  Ocean  are 
b(nn  on  tlie  islands  in  Bering  Sea.     JNIost  of  them 
leave  there  in  October  and  November.     If  the  weather  is  mild,  they 
stay  longer,  but  when  the  snow  falls  they  leave  the  rookery  and  take 
to  the  water.     Here  they  swim  around  for  some  days,  and  if  it  grows 
milder  and  tlu!  snow  melts  a  great  many  will  haul  up 
again,  but  if  the  weatlier  remains  very  cold  all  leave 
and  start  for  the  simth. 

The  breeding  cows  and  full  grown  bulls  leave  first,  the  old  bulls  per- 
haps a  month  or  more  before  the  young  males  and  cows.  They  travel 
along  the  coast,  following  the  Japan  stream  on  both  sides  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  tliose  fiom  the  Pribilof  Islands  ou  this  side,  aud  those  from  the 
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Cominaiulcr  Island  on  tlui  Asiatic  sidr.  On  tiie  American  side,  some 
of  them  travel  as  far  south  as  li<)\vei'(,'alilornia,  and  on  the  Asiatic  side 
as  far  south  as  .Japan  and  perhiips  farther.  On  the  American  coast 
they  are  found  as  early  as  .laimary  oil'  southern  (Cal- 
ifornia, in  limited  numbers,  and  are  in<.re  i)Ieiitifid  ifo^K™'"' ""' ''''''" 
further  north  later  in  th(^  season.  They  j^i  a<lually  work 
t<»\var(ls  the  north,  andab(»ut  Mi'.reh  are  "bunchin;^''  otl  Grays  Harbor 
and  the  Cobunbia  Iiiver,  and  are  found  in  larye  numbers  a  little  later 
about  (Jape  Blattery  aiid  Vancouver  Island.  They  are  fimnd  close  in- 
sliore  to  iv,  or  ott  miles  off.  After. June  very  lew  icniain  alonjf  the 
coast.  A  few  strajijjflers  maybe  seen  about  that  tinu';  the  most  of  them 
start  in  earnest  for  the  rookeries  about  that  time,  in  the  Heriny  Sea. 
The  cows  are  at  this  tinu^  heavy  with  younj>',  and  are  slow  and  slugj^ish. 

In  May,  the  bull  seals  commence  to  haul  uj)  on  the  rookeries,  and  the 
cows  come  three  or  four  weeks  later.    The  bulls  choose 
such  ground  as  they  mean  to  hold  through  the  summer,  i.„;v"'^"'"' ''""'"""' 
finht  savagely,  and  the  strongest  wins.     Each  has  his 
own  fandly,  and  should  a  stranger  api)r(»ach  there  is  war.    On  the  rook- 
eries one  nuiv  see  all  classes  of  seals  apart  from  each 
other,  the  bulls  and  breeding  cows  in  one  place  and  JS«"  °^ "'"''' "" 
the  y(mng  in  another.    The  i)Ups  are  born  on  the  rook- 
eries, and  remain  with  their  mothers,  living  wholly  upon  their  mother's 
milk  until  they  can  go  into  the  sea  and  care  tor  them-     «„„!»  fucu,,,,. 
selves.    There  is  nothing  on  the  beach  tor  the  oMones 
to  eat,  and  they  go  several  miles  from  the  rooke.ies  out  to  sea  to 
obtain  food.     When  the  pups  are  born  tliev  can  not 
swim  and  the  mothers  take  them  to  the  water's  edge,   jj;"P«i'"'i ti'«i'''"i'- 
where  one  can  see  thousands  paddling  and  struggling  in 
tlie  surf.    The  noise  made  by  the  mothers  crying  for  their  pups,  and  the 
bleating  of  the  pups  in  answer,  make  a  constant  roar.    The  cow  is  13  years 
ohl  before  she  bears  young.     The  imps  are  abotit45  days  old  before  they 
can  go  into  the  water,  but  they  nurse  the  mother  as  long  as  they  stay 
on  the  island.    They  are  called  "  black  "  and  "  gray"  pups;  black  be- 
fore they  shed  their  first  coat  and  gray  afterwards.     As  they  grow 
older  the  gray  turns  darker,  except  upon  the  neck  and  head;  but  tho 
color  of  the  hair  does  not  att'ect  the  fur,  which  can  be  seen  by  i)arting 
it.    The  thickness  and  length  of  the  fur  determines 
the  value  of  the  skin.    They  live  on  fish  and  seaweed, 
and  if  they  are  driven  or  hunted  toolu  rd  on  the  islands  are  liable  to 
migrate  to  some  othei'  place.     If  they  are  managed  right  they  may  be 
driven  like  sheep  along  the  beaclies.     They  do  not  run  fast  on  shore, 
unless  alarmed,  when  they  give  a  man  a  good  race  to  catch  tluMu. 

The  peoi)le  on  the  islands  [)ick  out  the  young  males  for  killing.    One 
l)low  over  the  nos(>  crushes  the  skull  and  kills  them,      g.^.^^ 
They  are  then  skinned  and  the  bodies  are  left  on  the  "'^' 

held  or  eaten  by  the  initives.     tSeal  meat  is  very  good  eating,  but  rather 
dry,  as  tho  fat  must  be  all  cut  away  to  make  it  eatable.    The  seals  are 
found  on  St.  Paid  and  St.  (ieorge,  and  on  Bering  and 
Clopper  islands  in  Bering  Sea.    They  are  also  in  small   foim!rouian<i'.'''  "'" 
nmnbers  oi\  Robbin  Island  in  the  Okhotsk  Sea.    Sev- 
eral years  ago  they  Avere  plentiful  off  Cape  Horn,  and  about  twenty- 
live  years  back  1  saw  some  near  Cape  Good  Hope,  and  also  otf  New 
Zealand;  but  whether  iiiey  are  to  be  found  there  now  I  do  not  know. 
Tho  best  skins  come  from  ISering  Sea,  and  the  farther  north  the  better 
the  skins.     When  the  seals  are  asleep  on  the  water     g^^ggj    }„ 
they  lie  ou  their  backs  with  the  fore  flippers  sticking  *  *  ^*  ** 
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up  aiul  lieM  close  to  tli«  lioad.    Tliey  always  lay  with  the  head  toward 

tlu'  wind,  the  Hii)i)ers  beiii;;' spread  out  and  actiiij;  as  sails  to  keep  them 

steady  in  tlie  water,  inakinfj  it  hard  lor  a  boat  to  a])proach  theiu  when 

they  are  awake,  becansj?  the  noise  of  the  oars  is  <!arri«'(l  to  tliem.     If  a 

boat  comes  upon  them  IVom  the  windward  they  will  take  the  scent  and 

dive,  and  if  from  leeward,  they  readily  see  it,  and  do  the  same. 

On  the  United  States  Taeilic  coast  and  Vantnmver's  Island,  in  fine 

w*»atlicr,  tliey  are  found,  as  1  have  said,  40  or  50  miles 

ollshore;  but  during  bad  weather  they  approacli  nearer 

the  coast.    On  the  Japan  coast,  ahout  ^November  or 

earlier,  dependinji'  on  the  weather,  they  are  seen  in  gieat  numbers  among 

the  islands  oft'tlu',  Nemoro  group,  and  1  have  also  seen  several  off  lu- 

ueboi-Saki,  but  do  not  know  whether  they  are  to  be  found  off  that  coast 

in  the  spring  or  not.     Steamers  and  schooners  going  north  keep  close 

inshore,  and  in  returning  too  far  off  to  see  seals,  piovided  they  travel 

that  coast,  as  I  believe  they  do,  many  having  been  shot  off  the  Kurile 

Islands  in  the  s|)ring  and  summer  Tnonths, 

Seven  or  eight  years  ago,  wlien  seals  were  hunted  almost  wholly  by 

Indians  with  spears,  a  vessel  hui  i-ing  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Flattery 

was  sure  of  getting  several  liundred  skins  in  about  three  months,  from 

March  to  the  end  of  May,  but  at  the  present  time  a  vessel  is  doing  well 

if  she  gets  a.  much  smaller  number,  because  the  skins  bring  much 

higher  prices.  Therecordsof  "catches"  in  thelast  three 

^^^''^'^'  or  tour  years  will  confirm  any  person  who  examines  them 

in  the  belief  that  the  seals  are  decreasing  iu  the  Pacific  Ocean  on  the 

American  side.    I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  is  the  same  on  the 

Russian  side.    At  i)resent  tliey  are  hunted  vigorously,  and  with  better 

metliods  than  formerly.    The  lumters  liave  had  more  experience  and 

understand  their  habits  better,  but  uotwithstandiug  this  the  catches 

are  de<!reasing  (»tf  the  coast.    If  a  vessel  hunts  seals  from  January  to 

May  along  the  coast  and  i)ays  expenses  it  does  well  at  the  present 

time,  and  very  few  do  it.    Nearly  all  would  lose  money 

ciflcdooHno"  Jay.^''    if  the  liuntiug  was  couflned  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  but 

they  depend  on  the  Bering  Sea  catch,  where  the  seals 

are  more  jdentiful  and  occupy  a  more  limited  space  as  a  feeding  ground. 

It  is  not  easy  to  tell  a  bull  seal  from  a  cow,  or  either  from  a  year-old 

pup,  when  they  are  in  the  water,  and  the  hunters  must 
Waste  of  life.  gj^y^^  ,^j.  ^^^  ^j^^^  ^^^^^  ^jjgy  ^^^     If  they  get  them  they 

are  fortunate,  for  at  the  best  nuiny  are  lost.  Some  hunters  rarely  miss 
a  seal  they  lire  at,  but  numy  are  wounded,  and  a  seal  with  a  charge  of 
bullets  and  buckshot  in  him  must  be  i  n  very  vigorous  health  to  recover. 
Some  hunters  never  miss  a  seal  during  the  season,  but  if  others  get  one 
out  of  four  they  wound  they  are  doing  well. 

The  work  of  seal  hunting  is  carried  on  about  as  follows:  The  hunter  and 
boat's  crew  leave  the  vessel  at  daylight,  usually  carry- 
ng-  iug  one  ritle  and  a  shotgun,  though  some  of  them  have 
two  shotguns  with  about  fifty  rounds  of  amnumition 
for  each  gun.    If  a  breeze  is  blowing  they  go  under  sail,  or,  if  it  is 
calm,  the  boat  is  rowed.    The  hunter  has  charge  of  the  boat,  no  mat- 
ter if  he  is  not  an  expert  boatman. 
If  a  sleeping  seal  is  seen,  the  boat  is  run  within  about  100  yards  of 

siee  in  seals  ^^'  '^^^^^  *''^'  ^'^^^  ^"*^^  mast  are  lowered  with  the  least 

eepngsoas.         possible  iioisc,  as  the  seals  are  easily  aw.akened.    The 

boat  steerer  cautiously  paddles  toward  him,  being  careful  to  keep  to 

the  leeward,  and  with  ordinary  care  the  boat  can  come  within  a  few 

feet  of  him  before  he  is  aware  of  it;  then,  if  the  huuter  is  cool,  the  seal 
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i8  sure  to  be  captured.  Should  the  seal  be  only  wounded,  he  will  dive, 
unless  hit  in  the  flipper  or  nose.  If  he  is  not  killed  so  dead  as  to  be 
unable  to  dive,  ten  to  one  he  will  get  away,  for  it  is  un(!ertain  where 
he  will  come  up,  ami  the  boat  may  be  a  hmg  way  frDiii  him  wiien  he 
reappears.  In  such  case  the  boat  usiuiUy  remains  still,  with  boat  puller 
and  steerer  standing  leady  to  foUow  him  as  soon  as  he  is  seen;  but  he 
very  often  rises  out  of  range  and  gets  away.  An  experienced  hunter 
and  boat's  crew  will  get  at  least  seventy-live  per  cent  of  "sleepers"  and 
perhaps  m<»re;  but  the  sleepers  form  but  a  small  part  of  the  seals  hunted. 
The  noise  of  firearms  will  awaken  every  seal  within  the  distance  of  half 
a  mile,  and  put  it  on  the  alert.  The  boats  stay  out  until  dark,  if  the 
weather  is  tine,  and  the  five  or  six  usually  carried  by  a  sealing  vessel 
cover  an  area  of  live  or  ten  miles  on  either  side. 

If  the  seal  is  "finning"  the  hunter  will  probably  spend  ten  or  a 
dozen  rounds  of  ammunition,  provided  he  wounds  it 
with  his  lirst  shot  before  he  takes  it  in,  which  he  often . 
fails  to  do.  If  it  is  "breaching" — that  is,  jumping  clear 
of  the  water — the  hunter  will  most  likely  try  a  rifle-shot 
at  it,  as  there  is  a  bare  chance  that  he  may  hit  it.  If  he  wounds  it  and  it 
escapes  it  is  all  the  same  to  him,  except  that  he  has  one  less  skin. 

To  be  a  good  hunter  a  man  nmst  be  a  crack  sh<)t  on  the  start,  and 
then  it  will  take  him  at  least  two  seasons  to  learn  the 
motions  of  the  seal,  so  as  to  be  considered  an  exi)ert.  tio^sof'^'  quuiiiica- 
He  must  understand  how  to  approach  the  seals  under 
all  circumstances  so  as  not  to  arouse  them,  and  must  also  have  a  good 
boat  steerer,  as  a  great  deal  depends  on  him.  Perfect  quiet  must  be 
kept  in  the  boat,  or  the  seal  will  be  awakened;  and  the  boat  steerer 
must  understand  the  seal's  habits  as  well  as  the  hunter,  in  order  U* 
know  where  to  head  his  boat  and  where  to  keep  her.  A  crew  new  to 
the  business  sometimes  makes  a  good  catch,  but  it  is  generally  at  the 
expense  of  a  large  proportion  of  seals  that  are  killed  and  lost,  or 
wounded  and  escape.  The  vessels  engaged  in  the  scaiiu-iieot:  sizoo* 
sealing  business  range  from  lo  to  150  tons  burden,  or  veseisaudequipmoa-, 
more,  large  vessels  being  in  favor  because  tl'ey  can  *''"'''"' ' 
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boats,  with  less  expense  in  propoi'tion  to  size,  than  the 


carry  more 
small  ones. 

The  principal  ports  from  which  sealing  vessels  sail  are  Victoria, 
British  Cohunbia,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Port  Townsend, 
Wash.,  and  Yokohama,  Japan.  The  fleet  from  Vic-  ^^^""a"  p""^  »'  v"*- 
toria  comprises  sixty  vessels  or  more,  ami  one  will 
travel  the  world  over  without  finding  better  or  faster  schooners  than 
some  of  them  are.  Next  to  Vicitoria  in  numbers  comes  San  Francisco, 
all  under  the  American  flag.  Yokohama  formerly  sent  out  twelve  or 
thirteen  vessels  under  ditt'erent  flags.  1  have  seen  vessels  operating 
from  that  port  flying  the  Dutch,  German,  I'rench,  Russian,  American, 
English,  and  Japanese  flags,  engaged  at  otter  and  seal  hunting.  About 
seven  or  eight  vessels  are  from  Puget  Sound.  The  Victoria  and  Paget 
Sound  fleet  attends  only  to  sealing,  while  the  vessels  from  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Yokohama  engage  in  otter-hunting  and  sealing  combined.  The 
vessels  carry  from  one  to  seven  boats  each,  and  each  boat  except  the  one 
carried  at  the  stern  is  manned  by  three  men.  In  going  upon  the  hunt 
the  luinter  stands  forward,  the  boat  puller  sits  in  the  center  of  the  boat, 
and  the  boat  steerer  in  the  stern.  The  boats  are  from  18  to  20  feet 
long  an<l  carry  usually  two  pairs  of  oars,  three  or  more  paddles,  a  short 
seal-club  to  kill  the  seal  with  (if  he  is  alive  when  they  get  him  along- 
side), a  gait'  with  a  long  stall'  to  hook  him  up  if  he  sinks,  a  fog  horn,  a 
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r()m])iiss,  iin  iimmmiitioii  box  for  the  liiiiilcr,  a  wafor  boiilvcr,  si  box  for 
IoimI,  ii  siiiiill  sprit  siiil  aiul  iiiiist,  iiiid  at,  least  one  Hliot^iiii. 

Vessels  tliiit  arc  iiianiied  by  liidiiins  do  not  carry  iniiifin;;'  boats  as  a 
rule.  The  Indians  t'undsli  their  own  eanoes  ami  spears,  and  often  a 
sliotf«un  or  rille,  or  botii.  A  vessel,  siiy,  of  70  tons,  will  cany  six  boats, 
live  of  tlieni  linntin^'  boats,  and  one  at  the  stern.  The  owner  furnishes 
;iuns,  aninuinition,  bouts,  food,  etc.,  and  euf;u,L;es  the- eaptiiin  and  hunt 
ers.  The  captain  enii»loys  the  bctat  pullers,  steerers,  and  the  crew, 
thouf^h  in  some  cases  the  lmntersenjiiij;e  their  own  ]tullersan«l  steerers. 
A  vessel  of  this  size  would  carry  twenty onc^  men.  all  told,  iiu'ludinji'  a 
cai>t::!i,  mate,  cook,  live  hunters,  nine  men  for  the  boats,  one  spiire  imin, 
and  a  boy.  The  master's  wufjes  ranj>ei'rom  *7r>tO'*10() 
^^""''•'''  pi'r  month;  but  some  of  them  yet  waji'cs  (»nly,  while 

others  have  wayes  and  a  "lay,''  that  is.  a  share  of  the  ])rolits,  (iood 
hunters  ;;et  frcuu  >''{  to  ■":<.■).."»((  per  skin  for  every  one  they  brinjn'  (Ui  board; 
but  each  hunter Jiiis  his  ])ri('e  ami  makes  terms  with  the  owner,  which 
h(!  keeps  to  himself.  The  crew  receive  f*30  per  month,  and  have  some- 
times a  i>rivate  ayrcenu'nt  with  the  hunter  to  10  to  25  cents  udditional 
out  of  his  own  ixtcket  lor  each  skin  brought  on  boiird ;  for,  as  I  have 
said,  nuu'U  depends  upon  tln^  steerer,  and  each  hiis  his  fav<»rite.  The 
mate  gets  from  >^  l.")  to  •*"»(>  per  month,  the  use  of  tiie  stern  bout,  iind  .*L 
for  every  skin  he  brings  on  boiird.  The  cook  receives  from  •*.")()  to  -^.SO 
per  nuMith,  acc<»rding  to  the  uiunbt-r  of  men  he  cooks  for. 

The  lirst  vessels  leave  about  January,  iind  from  then 
,ri,?a'.nIi,,'!!it.'i'ML!'n"  "1^11  Alarcli  thcvare  becoming  fewer  in  porteveftv  dav. 
They  go  to  some  ot  the  bays  and  udets  upon  v  anc(tu- 
ver's  Island,  ott'Cape  Flattery,  or  down  along  the  California  coast.  ]\Iiiny 
hunt  in  a  circuit  from  Capci  Flattery  to  the  mouth  of  the  Cidumbia 
Kiver  on  the  south,  and  to  the  north  end  of  Vancouver's  Island  on  the 
north,  as  the  head  hunter  or  captain  may  deterndne.  Some  think,  by 
going  south  and  following  the  seals  up  as  they  ujove  northward  tlu?y 
will  catch  more;  while  otihers  believe  they  can  do  better  by  staying 
ch)se  to  Cape  Flattery.  Tlu)se  vessels  which  (;arry  In- 
dian hunters  go  to  the  Indian  villages,  and  some  of 
tltem  take  as  many  as  fifteen  can-ics  if  they  can  get  them.  Of  late 
yerrs  the  Indians  are  learidng  the  prices  of  skins,  and  <'laim  more  than 
the  owners  can  alibrd  to  pay.  They  always  want  to  ship  on  a  tirst-class 
schooner,  unless  they  own  it,  when  any  rattletrap  will  do.  When 
they  start  for  IJering  Sea  they  usually  leave  a  part  of  their  canoes 
behind,  taking  about  one-third  less  than  they  used  in  the  spring  catch. 
The  vessels  furidsh  them  flour,  biscuits,  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  and  a  little 
nu^at,  when  they  cannot  get  fresh  seal  meat.  They  have  two  men  to 
each  canoe.  The  head  man  of  the  canoe  receives  the  money  and  i»ays 
his  assistant.  Each  canoe  is  usually  provided  with  a  coui)le  of  steerers, 
and  either  a  sh.-tgun  or  rille.  The  most  skillful  hunter  among  Indians 
on  board  is  called  "captain,"  and  it  is  his  duty  to  tell  his  men  when 
and  where  to  lower  their  canoes  for  hunting,  and  to  transact  all  business 
between  them  and  the  captain  of  the  vessel.  Seven  or  eight  years  ago 
the  Indians  were  paid  by  the  length  of  the  skin,  but  now  they  are  paid 
by  its  grade. 

In  fine  weather  the  boats  leave  the  vessel  at  daylight  and  hunt  until 
dark,  taking  about  one  day's  provisions  with  them;  and  should  they 
get  lost  iu  a  fog  they  hav^e  a  hard  time  until  they  are  picked  up  by 
some  vessel.  When  the  boats  come  alongside  thti  vessel,  at  night,  the 
skins  are  counted  on  deck  for  each  boat;  the  mate  takes  charge  of 
them  and  salts  them  down  in-the  hold,  and  the  crew  of  each  boat  gets 
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«!rc(lit  for  tlie  skiii.s  it  raiitiircd.  The  work  roiiliniu's  until  the  siniii-; 
season  is  tlnished,  wiien  some  <x(>  to  N'ictniia  to  it-lit,  and  others  in  itan- 
ely  Sound,  and  send  tlieir  skins  to  \ieturia  l»y  stcainei-,  with  onlers  for 
sup|dit!8  to  be;  scut  to  the.ui  wiien  the  st,  aiiier  returns.  Otliers  j;o  on 
witliout  e()niinj^'  into  i>ort  to  Sand  Point,  or  soiin^  otlier  plaee  on  the 
eoast,  where  thei-e  is  a  ston%  and  take  supplii's  l)etore  enterinj;  lierinj; 
Sea.  They  do  not  like-  to  <fo  into  Victoria,  l>ecause  they  usually  have 
trouble  with  their  crews.  'Plui  work  is  hard  and  dan;ncrons.  The  pay 
is  small,  and  nnmy  run  away  when  tliey  get  a  chance  There  are  very 
few  sailors  among  the  crews,  tin;  most  of  them  being  green  hands.  Of 
course  ea(!h  vessel  carries  two  or  three  sailors  in  case  anything  hap- 
pens  to  the  rigging  <»r  sails. 

When  tliey  arrive  in  Uering  Sea  later  in  the  season,  they  start  in  to 
work  in  eainest.     The  water  is   lull  of  thcni  and  you 
can  hear  theni  tiring  ail  around.     The  vessels  cnter'thc      '•"■'■.i"KSen;  nmoof 

r    <        1  ■     1  1      •        »  cult  inij;. 

sea  about  tJuly,  but  get  the  nu'st  ot  the  seals  m  August 
or  early  Septend)er,  when  the  weather  gets  bad.  but  they  usually  have 
a  go(td  catch  by  that  time,  if  not  interfered  witli.  When  the  hunting 
is  finished  they  return  to  (he  iiome  port,  the  crew  is  paid  olf,  the  ves- 
sel is  laid  up,  and  the  owner  takes  charge  of  the  skins  and  either  sells 
thj'm  in  the  home  port'or  sliii>s  them  to  ijoudon. 

As  1  have  said  l)efore,  the  pajts  are  not  al)le  to  tak(!  care  of  themselves 
until  they  are  several  weeks  old,  and  the  cows  must  go  off  into  the 
water  to  get  food  for  themselves.  It  stands  to  reason 
that  if  the  mothers  are  killed  while  away  from  the 
islaiul,  and  the  pui)s  are  left  there  alone,  they  will 
surely  die;  and  it  is  a  fact  that  many  mothers  are  killed  in  I'.ering  Sea. 
If  no  seals  were  killed  t  ,w«^en  th(^  1st  dav  of  April 
and  the  1st  day  of  Sejitember  they  would'  increase;  ,iuHo"c4m.'"°  ^*" 
but  itw<tuldtake  international  agreement  to  make  kill- 
ing of  sisds  an  otfeiise  during  this  season.  It  is  not  alone  in  Bering 
Sea  that  the  puns  and  cows  are  destroved.     Keei*  all     „    ,  ,„„, 

1  i.      /.  i  1  I  1    1    i      1   '  1  Exoliisinn  from 

vessels  out  or  these  waters,  and  let  the  same  number   r.iiini;    Soa    not 

of  vessels  as  are  now  afloat  hunt  seals  in  the  Xorth  '"""s''- 

Pacific,  and  in  a  fe-w  years  there  will  be  ncuie  in  Bering  Sea.     If  the 

present  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  sealing  is  permitted  to  continue 

in  the  business  from  two  to  five,  years  longer  I  think  the  seals  will  be 

extcirmiiiated  or  nearly  so.     I  am  certain  the  seals  are  doomed   to 

extinction  unless  some  immediate  action  is  taken  to  protect  them  from 

the  slaughter  that  is  now  going  on.    Tin;  seahus  care 

nothing  about  preserving  the  seals,  and  say  that  the  uiacsa'protottcT'"'" 

smaller  the  catch  is  the  mine  valuable  the  skins  will 

become  in  the  market,  ami  the  higlier  the  prices  paid  for  them.     In  their 

whole  conduct  of  the  business  they  are  controlled  by  the  desire  to  kill 

as  many  as  possible  in  order  that  they  may  euhaiice  the  value  of  future 

catches. 

William  Bkknnan. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Stli  day  of  June,  A.  1).  1,SI)2, 

[SEAL.]  JL>.  A.    MoKlONZIK, 

Mutary  rublic. 
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Vcpoaition  of  Jamet  babjnnluo,  Hvnhr  {mttfitir). 

I'KLAOK!  hi: A  1.1  Nil. 

•Tjvnios  Daljfiinliio,  Ihmh;;  duly  sworn,  «I«|m»k<'s  iiiid  sjiys:  l;iinnn(V 

tiv«^  of  Sndliiiul  iiiid  mil  r».S  yrars  ulan*':  liavc  rrsidnl 
K»i)ori.iu«.  i])  tlu'  Ihiifcd  Slatos  t'orty-liv(^  yrars,  and  linvr  hrni  a 

iiatunili/«>d  citi/.cn  foity  y<>ars;  I  am  a  resident  id'  Port 
Townsend  and  l.ave  resided  in  this  vieinify  lor  tln^  past  lorty  yejiis. 
dining'  wliieli  period  I  I'ollowed  the  business  of  lishiii);  and  |>ih>tin<;. 
1  liave  been  in  the  seal  limit in^  sehooners  for  a  period  «d'  ei^ht  years, 
either  as  master  or  owner  «>f  tlie  sehooner,  and  I  liiinled  in  tiie  vicin- 
ity of  ('ape  Flattery,  say  .{0  miles  olV  tlu^  eape  in  each  direction. 
The  llrstsix  years  I  employed  Indian  hunters  from  ('ap«^  I'Miittery  and 
they  use<l  spears  exclusively,  as  the  opinion  (lien  was  that  the  s(uiiid 
of  (ireai'ins  would  tend  to  «lrive  olf  the  seals  iis  well  as  W!ik<'n  tlie  sleep- 
ing ones,  thus  iiiakiii<j;  it  more  <lil)icult  to  secure  them. 

Diirinj;  tw()  of  tlie  ei^jht  yeais  1  employed  mixed  crews,  some  In- 
dians and  some  whites;  some  usiny  rilles  and  some  iisinj;  spears.  The 
i'ateli  was  in  round  iiumbcrs  from  l.."i(M>  to  ,'J,(MK>  sUins  jter  year,  these 
lijiures  represenliii^  tlie  lowest  ami  the  highest  numbers  e\er  tiikeii  by 

me  in  iinv  one  year,  h'roni  Tfi  per  <'.ent  to  S{\  per  cent 
,J,';;">  •'"«'"""  •"'•   of  all  lhe's«':ils  tiiken  wen-  niotheis  in  youii;--.  and  when 

cut  open  on  deck  we  found  the  yoniiK  within  them.     It 

is  my  ('xperieiHM'  that  very  lew.  it  any,  seals  were   lost  by  the  hilnters 

,.,    .    ..,.,.  who  used  the  spear,  but  fully  To  per  cent  of  all  those 

>>  ll«lt>  Ol     lllO.  .•.111,1  •     1  1.1  ■  1  I 

killed  by  the  rille  were  lost.  1  have  cruised  up  and 
down  the  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  but  never  found  a  phu'c  where 
fur  seals  hauled  out  upon  shore,  nor  have  I  ever  heard 
of  any  fur  seal  rookeries  in  the  N'orMiern  Hemisphere, 
except  tliosi'  in  Uerinj;'  Sea.  1  hav»>  never  seen  seals 
iviaai.'  i.iidi  iiii.  hoiii  ill  the  wat<'r  or  on  beds  of  kelp,  nor  do  1  believe 
a  youiiji'  pup  j'ould  live  if  broujjlit  forth  at  sea.  It  was 
while  the  seals  were  asleep  on  the  water,  as  a  rule,  that  the  Indiau 
hunters  succecdi'd  in  capturiii};  tln'in  with  tln^  spear, 
smo..8s  will,  tho  .,,,,1  ,|,j^  i^  f|„.  ,.,.asoii  they  lost  but  very  few  of  what 
they  killed.  Were  1  enyajied  at  present  in  sealing;  I 
should  prefer  the  spear  to  tlu^  ritlo  or  shotgun,  and  1  believe  its  use  is 
not  near  so  destructive  to  seal  life. 

Ja:vieh  Dalgaudio.^ 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  bef«  re  nie  this  2<1  day  of  ^fay,  1892. 

.loSEPII   AlURRAY, 

United  States  Treasury  Agent. 
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DcposUhn    of     hovias  Frazcr,  scaler. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Thomas  Fra/.er,  beiiiii'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  native 

of  ICnjiland,  and  am  .~>l)  years  old: have  been  seventeen 

ExiHTu-nce.  years  in  the  United  States,  of  which  1  am  a  citizen.    I 

am  a  resident  of  Port  Townsend.  and  have  resided  in 

this  vicinity  duriug  the  past  seventeen  years.    My  occupation  is  that 


p  ^ 


TAKEN    IN   THE    8TATK    OF    VVAHIIIN(JTON. 


sef) 


of  HoiiTnun,  nrul  1  liav*^  liiintnl  hciiIs  ofl'('ii|M'  l''liitf«'iy  rorsixtciMi  yniVM. 
In  IHIM  I  was  ti  liiiiitci'  on  hojiiil  (lie  >himvH  (i.  Sunn, 
ol    Port  Town.Hrnil,  iiml  \v«' wont  iilon;;  llic  coiist  mul    ,„/"'""    "    '''"'"• 
AltMitian   Clniin    to   I  lie    islainl    of  Scnack.      We  Icl't 
Nccali  Itay  alioiit    May  l<'S.  anil  roninimciMl   Mcalin^^  alon^  tluM'oast  of 
VaiK'ouvrr,  and  w«'  tinisln-d  oil'  l''oiii'  Monntain  i'ass.     \\r  tna<l«-  a  ratfli 
of  I'JS  skins.     TIm-  I'.  S.  stcain'T   Tlntis  spoU*'  ns  on  .Inly  .'{,  an<l  onr 
captain,  Thomas  rowers,  said  \\v  had  L'ls  skins;  hnt   at  tliat   tinu^  wu 
had  only  lis  skins  altoaid;  wr  took  tlio  olhrrs  alh'r 
Itfiii;;-  warned  hy  tlic  TliHis.     We  had  seven  boats,  l.ut,  ^^^W'"-""*! i>y  "'"rA«- 
^ve  had  only  lour  while  linnd^rH;  ten  linnt«'r8  were  na- 
tives from  iN'eeah  I '.ay  and  Vani-oiiver. 

We  used  lioth  shotguns  and  spears,  as  oeeasion  rof|uired.  When  wo 
see  plenty  of  seals  in  siylit  we  use  the  spear,  and  when  we  seeoidy  ont* 
Ol"  two  we  use  the  shotgun.  OlVC'ape  Flattery  there  is  hardly  a  <lo/.en 
huiiVi  males  taken  out  of  every  thousand  lar/,'e  seals  whose  skins  are 


(•ailed  lirst  class;  all  tlu»  males  taken  here  are  snnill  ones,     riiere  is  no 
way  by  which  hunters  (uin  distinguish  sex  while  the  seals  an'   in  the 
watei',  nor  do  we  aim  t^>  do  so;  the  killin<(  is  always 
don(>  in  un  indisrrimiiuite  way. 

The  seals  are  not  so  numerous  oil'  Cape  Flattery  as 
they  used  Ut  be  some  y  ars  ajjo,  and  it  is  my  opinion  it 


IiiiliMcriiiiiiiutu  kill- 


ing. 


Dccri'iwo. 


is  owiu}.?  to  the  constant  huutin;>°  i)y  so  many  schooners.     I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  in  ordtu'  to  save  the  seal   from  extermina- 
tion all  i)elagie  hunting  in  Berinj,'  Sea  sliould  be  pro-      ''r"i'ii>iiiou  ncccs- 
liibited. 


csMdry. 


TUOMAS  V\l\7Adl. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  May,  l.S!»ii. 

.I()Si;iMI    Ml  IMtAY, 

United  iSldfrti  Treasury  ,lt/<nt. 


DvposUion  of  Chad  Gcorfle,  sealer. 


PELAGIC  SEAl-INa. 


Chad  Georjje,  heiufj  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:   I  was  born  at 
Neah  Jiay,  and  have  lived  there   all  my  life;  am  27 
years  old;  have  bocMi  a  seal  hunter  ever  since  1  was  a     KxiH-iienco. 
smallboy.    J  ravespenttliree  seasons  in  UcringSea.    For 
the  last  eiji-ht  years  i  have  been  en^^agedas  hunter.    Spent  tlu^  three  sea- 
sons in  Bering  Sea  on  the  sclatoners  Alfred  Adams  and     . ,,,    ,  , , 

-     ...  i,T     i"     ,   ..      1   i  1  1      ,-•  11  ■11    i^A  •       1  A  If rfd  Attaint. 

l,vttie.     We  lu'st  hud  the  seal  oti  Cai)e  1  lattery  'n  Jan-      utne. 

nary.     I  followed  the  seal  up  the  coast  into  Berii.g  Sea,        .  ^ 

whore  we  ariived   the  last  of  June.    Have  always        '"'^"  '""■ 

used  spear  for  taking  seal,  and  but  very  few  are  lost.    Most  all  the  seals 

taken  by  me  were  fenuvleswith  pup.    Most  of  the  seals 

killed  in  Bering  Sea  have  been  cows  with  milk.    Have  filXif  ""  •'"*'"""" 

never  taken  a  bull  seal  oil"  the  coast  of  Washington, 

but  have  taken  a  few  farther  north.    A  few  young  males  are  taken  off 

the  coast  of  Washington.    Can  not  distinguish  the  sex 

of  seal  in  the  water,  but  spear  everything  that  comes  .^  I'^i's'Timinato  wu. 

near  the  boat,  regardless  of  sex.    Se.al  have  decreased 

on  the  coast  very  fast  the  last  four  years.    The  reason       ^^reaso. 
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of  till"  (lecroaso  is  too  iimdi  liniitin<j  and  indiscriTTiinatc  killing.    ITavo 

..      ,.,.,,        JicviM'  known  or  hcaid  of  puns  bcinij  born  in  tlio  wiit«M' 

or  anywlicrc  rise,  on  tlic  roast  ontsnU^  of  tlic  rnlnlol 

i>i.  not  iinui  (lilt  on   Islands.     Have  never  known  anv  Ini' seal  to  liani  out 

rr!bii»7L.ianl!''"''  <>"  "'*'  l'""*'  '>''  <"'  *''*'  ^'''i''^^^'  elsew'liere  tlnin  tlie  J'ribilof 
Islands.     Have  killed  seals  2(10  miles  from  the  Pribilof 

Iskuids  that  were  full  of  milk.  I  think  that  all  jtela.nie  sealinfj  should 
be  stopped  for  live  or  six  years,  and  the  seal  would 
beeonu'  pleni  v  a.yain. 

Chad  Geokok. 


I'ldU'Clicili. 


tSubseribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  'JOtli  day  of  April,  1S!)L', 

A.  \N .  IiAvi:NnKi{, 
Uniinl  iSUttis   TriitNiiry  Atjcnt. 


Dcjw.silton  of  Konuan  Jlodf/soii,  scale)'. 


II A  HITS. 

Norman  Hodgson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  reside  at 
Tort  Townsend,  State  of  Washington,  and  am  a  fur- 
Kxpnuiuo.  ^^,.^1  ],„,,|g,.  |)y  ,)ccu])ation.     I  have  engaged   in   that 

])ursuit  four  seasons,  in  the  years  1S87,  188S,  JS8!),  and  IS'.ll.  1  sailed 
in  vessels  elearing  from  Tent  TownseTid  two  seasons,  and  in  «Uher8 
JVom  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  for  two  seasons.  We  first  fell  in' with 
fur-seals  moving  north  early  in  the  month  of  ]M't)ruai'y,  about  50 
miles  oiV  the  coast  in  the  region  of  Cajte  JMendocino.  Calilbrnia.  They 
were  very  scarce  then,  but  as  we  traveled  np  the  coast  wv  found  them 
more  numerous.  They  were  most  i)lentiful  olV  the  moutlu*!' the  Columbia 
liiver  in  theearly  i)artof  tin' nu)7ith  of  .'March.  Themi- 
grut  on.  gratory  movement  of  the  fur-seal  is  from  the  s(uitliward 

to  the  ncu'thwiird  and  westward,  following  the  general  trend  of  the 
coast  of  the  mainland,  'i'he  main  herd  is  most  compactly  massed  be- 
tween 10  and  (10  miles  olY  shore,  but  some  of  the  seals  scatter  and 
straggle  oxer  an  area  a  long  distance  on  each  side  of  that.  The  males 
are  generally  in  advance  of  tiu^  females  on  the  passage  north.  Females 
are  found  in  the  greatest  numbers  otf  IJaranolf  Island  al>out  the  middle 
of  the  month  of  .May.  AVe  followed  the  main  herd  nj)  the  (ioast  as  far 
as  the  southwester!)  end  of  Kadiak  Island,  where  we  usually  lelt  them  ou 
account  of  their  ainiinisiied  nnmbers.  We  wonld  then  go  to  Sand  Point, 
ropolf  Islantl,  about  the  L'ath  of  fJune,  retit  and  repair  the  vessel  and 
,  .  take  (»n  board  fresii  supplies,  and  then  start  for  Jier- 
mui  leavins  iwiiwa  lug  Sca.  wliu'li  wc  generally  cutt'red  about  the  lOth  ot 
^''"-  July.     Wc  remaiiu'd  in  tlu^  sea  nntil  the  tirst  i)ait  of 

Sei»tend)er,  when  we  wonld  leave  it  on  account  of  bad  weather,  return- 
ing in  a  direct  line  to  I'uget  Souinl. 

1  think  the  duration  of  the  winter  season  has  a  direct  bearing  on  the 

northward  migration  ofthe  fur-seal  s]>ecies,  as  1  have 

aow'ts'mi-'nftion'"'''   <>l>served  that  they  move  that  way  earlier  after  an  open 

winter  than  an  uiuisually  severe  one.     Thelirst  seas«Mi 

and  the  last  two  oui  hunters  were  all  white  nu'n:  but  on  my  second 

cruise  we  carried  mostly  West  Coast  Indians  tVom  Vancouver  Island 

as  hunters.     The  Indians  used  spears  ])rincii)ally,  while 

the   white  hunters  em])loyed  breech  loading  tirearms 

(ritles  and  shotguns)  exclusively.    Indians  using  spears  recover  more 

than  UU  per  cent  of  all  fur-seats  struck,  while  the  white  Uiiuter  seciu'ea 
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on  an  average  about  00  or  <!.">  ])t'r  eent  of  all  fur  seals  shot  in  the  season 
With    v.hites,  (heir  greatest  losses  oeeiir  duiiiit;'  the.      WuMtidi  lii,.. 
earlier  part  of  the;  season.     iNlore  fur  seals  arc;  lost  in 
l)roi»oiti(tii  whicii   are  killed  l)y  means  of  a  sliotj;ii!i 
than  with  a  rille.     Of  the   seals  secured   in   a  season 
fully  70  per  cent  are  females,  and  of  these  more  than  tiO 
per  cent  an;  prej^iiant  and   iiiilkin;;'  cows.     The  males 
taken  are  about  e(|ually  divided   in   nnmlxirs  between  yeaiiinji's  and 
bachelors  from  the   aiics  of  2  to  ."»  years;  bulls  are  seldom  shot.     It  is 
impossible  to  distiiij>iiish  positively  ltetw«'en  females  and  m.ilcs  (oilier 
than  lar^e  bulls)  in  the  water  at  sea,  and  no  (^IVort  is  made  to  do  so, 
J'^ullpowered   bulls  are  readily  recoyiii/ed  by  their  j^reat  bulk   and 
<larker  fur      The  killing''  ol  tur  seals  is  therefore  abso- 
lutely indiscriminate,  as- the  object  is  to  securci  all  tiie  simi't'ilt.V.  """"'"*' 
skins  possible,  irrespective  of  se\',  aj;e,  or  condition.  All 
fur  seals  sink  rai»i<lly  after  beiiif;  killed,  and  females  heavy  with  yoiiiiH" 
^o  down  soonest;  a  great  deal  (lepeiids  on  the  way  a  seal  is  .shot,  how- 
ever. 

If  the   seal  be  shot  with  the  head  down,  as  in  the  act  of  diving,  itii 
momentum  simmIs  it  under  for  a  moment  or  two,  when 
it  will  <|uickly  rise  to  the  surface  and  lloat  until  the  air 
in  its  body  escapes,  which   generally  occupies  anywhere  from    five  to 
ten  minules.     A   seal  shot  with   its  head  up  almost   always  sinks  in 
stantly.     i'lir  seals  shot  when  sleeping  occasionally  go  down  at  once, 
but  the  rule  is  for  them  to  lloat  for  three  or  four  minuies.     They  should 
be  ap|>r(iached  from  the  b'cward,  an<l  if  shot  in  the  back  of  the  head 
may  almost  iii\  ariably  be  r«'coveicd.     J   do  not  believe  it  ])ossible  for 
fur-seals  to  breed  or  copulate  in   the  water  at  sea,  and 
never  saw  nor  liear<l  of  the  action  taking  i)lac(5  on   a  oronTiiiilniimssi'.K 
patch  of  lloating  keli>.     1  have  never  seen  a  young  fur- 
seal  pu))  of  the  same  season's  birth  in  the  water  at  sea  nor  on  a  patch 
of  lloating  kelp,  and  in  lact  never  knew  of  their  being  born  any  where 
save  oil  a  rookery.     I  l.'av'O,  liowcncr,  cut  open  a  gravid 
cow  and  taken  the  young  one  from  its  moth<-r's  womb,   env"'."""''  ■'"  "'"'^ 
alive  and  crying.     1  do  not  li)elieveit  possible  for  a  fur- 
seal  juip  to  be  suceessfully  raised  unless  born  and  nursed  on  a  rook<M y. 
1  have  seen  fur-seals  resting  on  pal«'hes  of  floating  kelp  at  sea,  but  do 
not  believe  th(\v  ever  haul   up  for  breeding  ]mri)os(!s 
anywhere  except  on  rookeries.     1  lia\-e  never  heard  of, 
nor  have  I   any  knowMge  of,  any  fur  seal  rookeries  in 
llie  North  Pacific,  otlierthan  lliose  on  the  seal  ishinds 
of    IJering   Sea.      While    in    l>eriiig   Sea   we   cruised 
ijround  the  Pribilof  Islands  in  all  directions,  often   coming  within  \iew 
of  them,  but  never  landing  or  making  any   attemiit  to      i>,.mi„r(inii    i.r    i.  ' 
do  so.     The  pro|)m'ti(Ui  of  females  taken  to  males  was  maUs  taken  in  lidin- 
about  70  pcu'  cent,  more  than  two  thirds  of  these  beinu'   *^''" 
nursing  c(»ws,  while  the  remainder  were  two  year-olds  and  yeailings. 

On  first  entering  the  sea  an  occasional  pregnant  cow  would  b«'  taken, 
but  this  was  uneommon.  Of  the  males  tak<'n  in  the  JJering  Sea  the 
numbers  of  yearlings  and  vijry  young  bachelors  was  aboui  eipial;  no 
bulls  were  ever  taken.  I  observed  that  nursing  c(tws  range  from  00  to 
80  miles  from  the  I'ribilof  Islands  to  feed,  and  were 
always  most  numerous  in  a  southerly  and  westerly  di- 
rection from  them.  iXfter  leaving  Bering  Sea  oui'  course  was  direct  to 
Paget  Sound,  only  scattering  specimens  of  fin  seal  life  being  <»bserved 
en  route;  most  of  these  were  young  males.  I  have  not 
personally  noticed  any  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  the 
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fur-seal  species,  but  think  that  the  constant  and  iiidiscriuiinato  slanjjhter 
of  them  must  teiul  largely  to  that  end.     It  is  my  belief 

sary"'"^'*'*"'  "'"'^'"''  that  ill  order  to  preserve  lurscal  life  from  extermina- 
tion all  pelagic  hunting  shouhl  be  st(>pjied  and  Bering 

Sea  closed. 

NoiniAN  Hodgson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mc  this  ISth  day  of  April,  1892. 

JosKPH  Murk  AY, 
United  /States  Treasury  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  0.  Holm,  owner  of  schooner  CJiallengc. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

O.  Holm,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at  Whatcom, 

VVash.    I  am  part  owner  of  the  s(>aling  scliooner  (JItnl- 

Experience.  longe,  and  was  on  board  of  her  hist  season  in  Bering 

Sea.    We  arrived  in  the  Sea  sometime  in  July.    When 

we  first  entered  Bering  Sea  we  went  direct  to  St.  .Matliews  Islands. 

As  near  as  I  know,  seal  were  taken  last  year  from  <)0  to  100  miles  from 
the  Pribilof  Islands.    Most  all  the  seals  takeniu  Bering 

founirs  ""  ""•'«*"»'  Sea  were  females  with  milk.  But  one  old'bnll  was 
taken,  and  twoy<mng  males,  Imt  no  females  with  pup. 

Tlu'shotgnn  was  exclusively  used  by  our  hunters.    I  can  form  no  idea  as 

to  the  amount  of  seals  lost.  Some  hunters  lost  more  and  some  less. 
It  ranges  all  the  way  from  10  to  75  percent,  according 
to  stories  told  by  hunters,  linnters  use  no  discrimi- 
nation in  shooting  sj-al,  but  kill  everytiiing  that  comes 
They  could  not  discriminate  if  tliey  wanted  to,  as  the 
sex  can  not  be  told  in  the  water.  1  have  never  liiiown 
any  seal  \}\\\)s  to  be  born  on  tlie  wafer,  or  on  the  land 
Po  not  iiiiui  u].  ex-  anywhere,  except  on  the  Prii)ilof,  Islands,     llavenever 

cciit    (III   Pnbilot   Is-     ,      •'  i-  1  i     1         1  ^^       1         1  1  i 

lamis.  kiunvn  ot  seal  to  haul  up  on  tlie  laiul  anywhere,  exce])! 

tcction  *^"  ^^"^  Pribilof  Islands.    I  think  tliat  all  pelagic  seal 

hunting  should  be  stopped  for  ii  number  of  years,  and 

give  the  seal  a  chance  to  increase,  and  if  tin's  is  not  done  they  will 

socm  become  exterminated. 

O.  lIOL^r. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  3d  of  ^Fay,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavendek, 
United  IStatcs  Treasury  Agent. 


Indiscriminate  kill- 
ing- 
near  the  boat. 

Xo  pcliisic  biitli. 


Deposition  of  AJf  Yohansen,  sealer, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Alf  Yohansen,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 

ExiMTienoe.  I  reside  in  Seattle;  am  a  hunter  by  occupation ;  have 

hunted- seals  two  seasons;  one  season  on  the  ISan  Jose. 

as  hunter,  aud  now  as  hunter  on  the  schooner  yldvcw^wre.  Begin  to  huttt 
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seal  off  San  I'-rancisco  in  Feltrnary.  and  tbllowed  tliciii  up  flu  roast  as  far 
asiSlnniiaiiiii  Islands,  wliicii  we  reached  tlie  last  olMuiie. 
The  seal  all  disapiu-ared  fioni  there  at  this  lime.     'J'iie 


M  imMlimi. 


per  cent  of  the 
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pregnant 


shotgun  is  used  altogether  for  taking  seal.     About  .'>.!;', 

seal  shot  are  lost.     We  use  uo  discriuiination  in  kiUiiif^ 

everything  tliat  eoines  near  the  boat,     (^uite  a  mini 

her  of  yearlings  were  taken.     Aliout  50  percent  of  the 

seals  taken  by  me  have  been  (!ows  with  pup.     >«'ever 

killed  but  one  old  bull  in  my  life  and  that  was  near 

Kodiak  Island.     Took  quite  a  number  of  young  males, 

1  should  think  two  and  three  year  olds.     Hunters  always  shoot  a  seal 

in  the  head  when  they  can  do  so.     If  we  can't  shoot  them  in  the  head 

we  shoot  them  in  the  chest  if  possible.     What  seals  we  have  seen 

this  year  are  very  wild  and  hard  to  net  at.     The;  cause  of  their  being 

wild  is  the  indiscriminate  shooting  of  them  in  the  water,     i  have  never 

seen  any  pups  born  in  the  water,  nor  have  i  ever  heard 

of  any  fur-seal  hauling  u]>  on  tlie  land  anywhcie.  in 

Alaska.    I  have  not  seen  a  fur-seal  within  a  miles  of  the  land  along 

the  Alaskan  coast.     J  think  there  should  be  a  dosed  season  established 

some  part  of  the  vear,  so  thevc<mld  have  a  rest,  as  the 

constant  iiunting  ot  them  in  the  oi)eu  waters  is  soon 

going  to  destroy  them. 

Alf  YonANSEN. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  t(>  before  me  this  12th  day  (»f  May,  isoi'. 

A.    W,   LWENDER, 

Vnitcd  SIdhs   Tratsitrii  Ai/ciii. 


No  iu'la^'ic  births. 
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Drpositinn  dJ'  Jtotics   IJ.  Loiiuiii,  scaler  [iiiasfcy). 
PELAGIC   SEALING. 

James  E.  Lennaii,  being  duly  sworn,  dei)oses  and  saith:  I  reside  at 
Poll  Towiiseiid,  State  of  Wasliiii<>ton.  and  am  by  occupation  master  and 
pilot  of  steam   vessels  in    the   waters  of  the    I'acitlc 
Ocean  coastwise  to  the  Uering  Sea.     I  liave  had  eight-      kxim rieiuo. 
ecu  years'  e\i)eriencc  in  tin;  waters  ol'  Alaska,  and  am 
Avell  ac([uaiiite(l  witli  the  Northwest  Coast  from  San  Francisco  to  .Vttii 
Island,  including  IJering  Sea  and  its   coast  line.     I  havi^  sailed  as  mas- 
ter of  trading  and  supply  vessels  for  a  number  of  years 
in  Alaska,  and  in  tlie  year  ls,s7  was  imistci' of  a  seal- 
ing schooner  clearing  from  N'icloria.     We  had  eiyht  canoes  and  sixteen 
West  coast  Indian  hunters,  wlio  used  spears  ami  shot- 
guns, the  former  alimtst  entirely,  however.     Of  all  tlie 
tur-seals  struck  in   the  entire  season  by  both   impie 
meiits  more  than  two-thirds  were  actually  secured,  the 
greater  proportion  of  losses  resulting  from   the  use  of 
tiie  shotgun.     \\\i  lett  N'aiicouver  Island  on  the  1st  of.lune,  and  on  the 
!tth  of  the  same  month,  wiien  otf  Daraiiolf  Island,  imt  over  the  hunting 
<•  luoes  for  the  first  time.     We  staved   with   the  main 
h(  rd  of  tlu^  seals  until  IheLMith  of  .I'une.  following  them   .nlullpii^'I'.tS'*^ 
along  the  (!oast  to  tlu'  vicinity  of  Cajje  St.  lOlias,  where 
we  left  them  and  stood  across  to  the  entrance  to  Akutan   Pass,  occa- 
sitmally  taking  a  few  fur  seals. 
27 IG — VOL  II 21 
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Scaling  opciatiuiis  were  icsuiimmI  on  .Inly  IS  to  tlio  Routln\ar(l  of  tlie 

1m>.\  Jislands.  and  on  the  2od  wo  cnti'iod  Bcrinji  JSca, 

'""" ^'■''' ''■'"■ '"  wlu'ie  we  remained  lonrteeii  days,  at  the  end  ol  that 

lime  i'etninin<i"  to  N'anconver  Ishin<l.  wbicli  was  readied 

on   th<'  28th   of  An<;ust.     We  liad  a   J;<'<><1  catcli,  having  taken  1,400 

Ciit.iMin.i.isi         .skins,  more  tlian  ].(I0(»  »(f  which  we  secured  on  the 

coast.     Of  tlie  hitter  more  than  75  ])er  cent  weie  female 

.■.-nVn.»ilTo"irii  P''!^'*^'  ii"d  <»f  <1"'^<'  !>'>•"•'  <'^'  P^''"  cent  were  taken  from 
(ioiurciiitpiefe'iiant.    pregiKUit  COWS.     Ill    IW'iiiig  Hea,  where  we  obtained 

ll.'ilfin  lieiiiiK  Sou 

ill,;;" 


abont   too  skins,  nndes  and  females  in  about  equal 
iiiii.«,  iMosiij  iiuia-  numbers  were  taken.     The  lemales  were  mostly  nurs- 
ing cows,  wiiile  tile  males  were  young  ones,  between 
the  ages  of  2  and  ;j  years.     1  examined  I  lie  stomachs  of  the  fur-seals 
taken  in  Uering  Sea   during  t1ie  month  of  «luly,  1887, 
and  found  tlu'  greater  number  to  contain  Alaska  mack- 
erel.    This  goes  to  sliow  clearly  that  at  tliat  season  of  the  year  this  lish 
constitutes  an  iiiqiortant  item  in  the  diet  of  the  fur- 
xmsiiig  cows  100  j^^>;^]_     ^'uisiiiii-  fiir-seal  cows  were  found  in  July  as  far 


i'ood. 


as  100  miles  to  tiie  southward  of  the  Pribilof  Islands 
in  Bering  Sea,  feeding  on  mackerel  as  al)ove.  It  is  impossible  to  dis- 
tinguish iietwceu  males  and  females  of  t!i«'  fiirseal  sjieeies  in  the  water 
at  sea,  excei)ting  large  bulls,  and  no  effort  is  niiide  to  do  so.     The  object 

is  to  get  all  the  marketable  skins  jiossible.  and  the 


^  nMn»ciimiuafo  i^iiij,,,,  ^j,  t'oiise(iuently  indiscriminate.    The  pelts  of 
large  bulls,  wlmse  fur  is  coarse  and  of  little  v;Hue,  and 
of  yearlings  of  b(»th  sexes,  whose  skins  are  t(jo  small,  not  being  strictly 
'•marketable"  skins,  they  were  not  taken. 

1  have  never  known  of  fur-seal  i>ii]is  being  born  on  patches  of  floating 
kelp,  or  in  the  water,  at  sea,  oi  anvwhere  in  fact,  save  on 
,ijvl;k-  iiiiii.  im.  jvoular  rookeries,  neither  do  1  believe  it  possible  for 
them  to  be  reared  successfully  under  any  other  eir- 
cumstances.  During  my  travels  in  Alaskan  waters,  I  have  made  ex- 
tensive investigations  eoncei  niim'  the  existence  of  fur-seal  rookeries, 


I  •.•hi 


Itoolieiies   only  on 
tlu'  islaiiilM. 


especially  about  the  region  of  Cooks  Inlet  and  Trince 
William  Sound,  where  rookeries  have  been  reported  to 
exist,  as  well  as  tho^e  places  where  fur-seals  are  an- 
nually observi'd  in  the  greatest  numbers.  1  am,  theretbre,  positive  in 
my  belief  that  no  such  fur-seal  rookeiies,  or  other  places  wheie  fur  seals 
haul  out  on  the  land  to  breed,  exist  in  Alaska  with  the  exception  of 
those  on  the  seal  islands  of  ISeiing  Sea.  In  my  o]iinion,  fur-seal  life 
has  not  only  enormously  decrease(l  in  numbiM's  since 
LSS(!.  but  it  has  become  greatly  scattered,  and  grown 
wilder  and  nioie  timid,  forsaking  many  ]ilaces  wlieie  they  were  formerly 
to  be  I'ouiid  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  engaged  in  feeding.  This  I 
attribute  to  the  large  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  killing  fur-seals 
indiscriminately  at  sea,  and  believe  that  in  order  to 
])reserve  the  sjccies  from  actual  and  speedy  extermi- 
nation all  ]ielagic  hunting  should  be  stopped  absolutely, 


J>>cnasu. 


I'nili  ibition    lun  s- 


and  tlie  waters  of  Bering  Sea  closed. 


JA5n<:S   E.  LEN>fAN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18tli  day  of  A])ril,  1892. 

.lOSKPlI   ^NLVKUAV, 

Unikil  iStattn  Trcatiuri/  Agent, 
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James]  O.   Sua  n  , 
1889;  Lottie.  I-^IM. 


Dq)osHion  of  Thomas  Lour,  half-brevd  Indian  scaler. 

rELAGlC  SEALING. 

State  of  "Washington, 

Count}/  of  Clallam,  ss  : 

Tlioinas  Lowe,  beinji'  duly  sworn,  (l(*i)()S('s  and  says:     I  sjioak  tlic 
EiiU'lisli  laiifinagt'  fairly  well,  and  caninti'i'itict  (lu'Clii- 
iinok  and  Indian  languafics.     1  am  a  lialf-biccd  Indian      i^xii.ri.iuc. 
aial  belonjj  to  the  Oiiallani  tribe,  and  am  30  years  of 
a.uc     1  reside  on  AVliidby  Jsland,  and  am  by  occupation  a  hunter  and 
have  been  engajied  in  huntiiij;- seals  for  the  last  eijiht  years.     1  went 
to  the  ]>ering  Sea  in  1.S81),  on  the  schooner  James  (J. 
ySwan,  aud  again  in  18!)l  on  the  sciiooner  LoUii'.     These 
two  seasons  are  the  only  ones  in  which  1  have  been  in 
the  Hering  Sea.     During  the  other  seasons  1  sealed  in  the  Strait  of 
San  Juan  de  Fuca  and  ahnig  the  coast  between  the  Cohunbia  lliver 
and  the  northern  end  of  N'aucouver  Island.     During 
the  hrst  seven  years  1  used  the  sjicar  in  hunting  seals. 
This  year  I  have  used  tlie  sh(»tgun  part  of  the  time.    On  my  last  tri]> 
this  year,  when  hunting  seals  off  the  cape,  1  caught  10  seals,  ">  of 
Avhieh  had  pups  in  them;   the  rest  of  them  wer<'  fiom  1  to  li  years 
old,  part  male  and  part  female.     1  think  that  fullv     ,^    ,  ,,    ^ 
one-halt  ot  tlie  seals  canght  along  the  coast  arc  tull-  caiciiinii-.'niwuiin'g- 
grown  females  with  i)ups  in  them.      We  sometimes   "'""  '""''• 
catch  a  few  medium-sized  males,  the  rest  being  younger  ones,   both 
male  and  female.     1  have  never  killed  n(U'  saw  a  cow  in  milk,  along 
tlie  coast,  nor  one  that  had  recently  gi\-en  birth  to  her  young.     1  know 
of  no  place  on  the  coast  where  they  haul  out  upon  the     d,,  jut  haul  up  on 
land  and  breed,  nor  do  I  believe  thev  give  birth  to  "^"ii^^  , 
their  young  in  the  water,  or  on  the  kelp.  or  on  u.ip. 

In  i889  i  hunted  in  the  JJering  Sea  from  8(>to  1(»0  milesott  the  Piiby- 
lov  Islands.     Two-thirds  of   our  catch  were   cows  in      ,-„..„;„,   ,i  ,  , 

•11  T        io<^-i    T  •  i.  ^       I.       •  o  I  XI   •     1       1  ("WHIM  milk  taken 

milk.     In  18U1  1  again  went  to  IJciing  Sea.     1  think  I    fn>iu  kd  to  mo  miles 

noticed  fewer  seals  that  year  than  I  did  in  1S8!).    Seals  'r-""  S'*'^""'- 

along  the  coast  are  not  near  as  plentiful  now  as  they  were  when  I  lirst 

began  to  hunt  them.     1  used  to  catch  U  or  H)  seals 

in  one  day;  but  they  are  so  shy,  and  so  scarce  now.        ^'^ ' ^'•'•'*'- 

that  a  canoe  does  not  get  that  many  in  a   month.     White  hunters,  in 

numbers,  commenced  to  hunt  them  around  (Jai)e  I'latleiy,  with   guns 

about  six  years  ago,  and  since  that  time  the  seals  have  decrease(l''very 

rapidly. 

Thomas  Loave. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  Aitril,  A  D 

8!tL'. 


[L.  S.] 


CLAKKNOE   r.    P>KO\VN, 

Notary  Puhlic  in  and  for  the  State  of  ]ytishi>i!ito)i, 

liesidiny  at  Port  Angeles,  Wash. 


Deposition  of  ¥.  B.  Miller,  assistant  scientist  on  board  the  Albatross. 

HABITS. 

N.  B.  Miller,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  am  an  assistant 
in  the  scientific  department  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  Commis- 
sion steamer  Albatross.     I  have  made  five  cruises  iu     Exi'ii'«nco. 
Alaskan  waters,  viz :  In  the  year  1888,  along  the  coast 
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from  TJiiiilaskn  to  Middlcton  Tsliiiul:  in  tlio  year  ISSO,  tliionfjli  the  in- 
land passa-ics  of  soiitlicasti'in  Alaska  as  I'ar  iioitli  as  Cliilkoot  Inlet; 
in  the  year  JSiMt,  tlironj>h  the  I'.iistol  Bay  ve.uion  and  the  Aleutian  Is- 
lands as  iai' west  as  I'niiiak  island:  in  tl  vi  yeai-  18!U,  to  the  Pribil«»f 
Islantls  in  JlerinjH'  Sea;  and  in  the  month  (;f  Apiil,  18!L',  in  the  Gulf  of 
Alaska  from  Kadiak  Island  to  Prince  ^VilIianl  Sound,  fioing  into  Cook 

lidet  as  far  as  Coal  Ilailxu'.  J  have  never  seen  nor 
fiirsrl^iTibiili"^^  ""   I'tii'i^l  <»t"  any  fur  seal  rookeries  in  tin;  northern  henii- 

s])her<!  other  than  those  on  the  several  seal  islands  of 
r>erinj4'  Sea;  and  iiaxc  nevei'  seen  fur-seals  in  great  abundance  save  on 
ami  near  the  I'ribilof  islands. 

N.  15.  :\Inj;Kij. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  April,  ISDU. 

United  IStutcs  TniDsiirij  Ayent. 


Deposition  of  Nehoit  T.  Oliver,  Healer. 

TEL  AGIO    SEAl.lXCr. 

Xelson  T.  Oliver,  being  duly  sworn,  (h'i)oses  and  says:  T  am  a  native 

,,.,,,  of  New  IW'dlbrd,  ^lass.,  and  J  am  .kS  years  old.     lam 

-xiiiiieuce.  _^  resident  of  Port  Townseiul,  where  I  have  lived  for  the 

past  twenty  years.    1  followed  sea-i'aring  Mfe  from  the  time  I  was  15  years 

old  until  18SS.     I  ac<'onii»anied  (Japt.  Jacobs  on  board 

Moiii.- .uiam>:,  i8^s.   ^,1^,  y^^ii-^^  A(l((»iH,  sealing  schooner,  in  February,  18S8. 

We  left  Port  Townsen<l  in  February  and  cruised  along     ne  coast  from 
Grays   Harbor  to  Kyoquot  Sound.     Our  (;rew  were  all  white  men,  of 
whom  twelve  were  hunters  armed  with  siiotguns.     We  returned  to  Port 
Towusend  in  Way,  and  in  the  thrc(^  months'  cruise  we  made  a  catch  of 
TOO  sealskins,     ^'ot  being  hunters  of  experience,  our 
men  lost  about  two  thirds  of  all  tlic  seals  shot,     (iood 
liunters  would  not  L»se  to  exceed  'S>  ])er  cent,     in  tiie  beginning  of  the 
season  we  killed  mostly  yearling    seals,  but  as  the 
tnkVuoti'ioiist.  ^""^  season  advances  we  got  almost  all   mothers  in   young 
in  the  \  icinity  of  Cape  Mattery  (»r  from   the  Cohnnbia 
Elver  to  A'aneouver.     Sex  can  n(»t  be  (listinguished  while  the  seals  are 
in  the  water,  nor  do  the  hunters  try  to  do  so,  for  they 
kill  everything  they  can  shoot.     1  am  notable  to  say 
whether  the  seal  herd  is  decreasing,  but  it  is  reason- 
able to  sup])ose  that  where  they  are  hunted  and  har- 
assed at  all  times  by  so  many  hunters  they  are  sure  to  be  driven  from 
their  usual  haunts,  if  not  totally  destroyed. 

Nelson  T.  Oliver. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  of  May,  1892. 

JdSHlMI  iMUKBAY, 

United  iS fates  Treasury  Agent, 
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TAKKN    IN    THK    STATE    OK    WASMINOTON.  iJ7."> 

DcpoHition  of  Z.  fj.  Tanner,  liciiteiKOit-connndnthr,  I'.  S.  yaiy. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington. 

i'ort  Toicnstiitl,  Jrjf'crson  Cou7tti/,  ss: 

Z.  L.  Tanner  beinj>(iuly  sworn,  deposes  and  says;  T  am  a  b'eutenant- 
coinmander  in  the  C  S.  Navy.  I  have  niad<'  fi\('  cruises 
in  Alaskan  waters  in  command  of  the  Kish  Coinniission  Exp-'-ionco. 
steamer  Alhutros.s,  now  tcniixniuiiy  in  the  sei  vic«'  of 
the  United  States  Ifevenue  Marine,  as  lollows,  viz:  I  lelt  San  Francisco 
July  4,  1888,  for  the  n<»rth,  via  Ks(|uiinalt  and  Dcpartnit' Ihiy,  where  we 
called  for  coal,  Arrivin*;  off  the  west  end  of  I'nalaska  island  on  the 
21st,  commenced  exjiloriiij;'  the  coast  in  the  interest  of  the  lisheries, 
soundin<isb«'iii^riin  fiom  shore  to  the  KKMathom  line.  Arrived  at  lliu- 
liuk,  IJnahtska  island,  on  tln^  2od,  and  sailed  ini  the  28th.  Explora- 
tions extended  to  the  Fox  Islands  Passes,  the  Saniiaks,  and  to  the 
Shunmf>in  islands.  Called  at  Sand  Point  (or  liuniboldt  Harbor),  J']agle 
Harboi',  and  Yukon  liariior,  in  the  latt<'r  {jrou]).  Pesuminiii'  the  work 
of  exjiloration,  it  was  carried  to  JNlitiolania  Pay,  where  we  called,  and 
thence  to  Kadiak  Island,  sloi)))iii<i'  at  old  Harbor  and  Port  Hobron. 
The  extensive  banks  off  the  south  coast  of  Kadiak  were  examined  and  a 
call  made  at  St.  Paul,  the  most  imjtortant  setllement  in  that  rejiion. 
Jieavin<;'  the  latter  ])lace.  the  work  of  exploration  included  the  J'ortlock 
Piank,  and  thence  to  ^iiddleton  Island,  where  a  laudinjn'  was  made. 
Souiidinj^s  were  then  carried  in  the  direction  of  the  reported  jiosition  ol 
the  Pamplona  Jfocks,  ibr  which  an  unsuccessful  search  Avas  made. 
Thence  we  ]»rocecded  to  Depaiture  l>ay,  Pu«.',('t  Sound,  the  coasts  of 
Washin^iton  and  ()re<;en,  and  to  San  Francisco,  arrivinj;'  October  21. 

1  lelt  San  i'rancisco  on  the  21st  of  3iay,  188M,  and  was  enjiagcd  in 
deep  sea  exjdoration  on  the  coasts  of  Orejjon  and  "VVashinjiton  until 
July  7,  tlK'U  made  a  trip  to  southeastern  Alaska  throufih  the  Inland 
Passaj^cs. visit  in;:  l-'ort  Ton  jiass,;New31etlalicatlah  (Port  Chester),  Karta 
liay.J'ort  ^Vraii.ycll,  Sitka,  Pavlofliarbor,  Olacier  Bay,  Lioonyali.  Chil- 
kat,  Cliilkoot  and  .liiiieaii.  Peturiied  to  Taconia  on  July  28th,  callinyat 
Victoria,  Port  Tow  iisciid  and  Seattle  en  route.  1  sailed  for  the  ><or(li  on 
oil  the  5th  of  May.  ISliO,  via  Departure  Pay,  Piitish  Columbia,  and 
commenced  the  examination  of  the  region  from  the  Sannaks  to  rniniak 
I'ass  on  the  21st,  arriving'  in  Unalaska  on  the  2;>d.  The  work  of  the 
season  included  the  exploration  of  the  northern  coasts  of  Tnalaska, 
I'nimak,  the  Alaska  i'eninsula,  and  the  northern  shores  of  iiristol  Pay 
to  the  Kiiskowini  Pivcr.  The  Slime  I>ank  and  i'.aird  J!ank  were  devel- 
oped in  Pristol  Pay.  A  snivey  was  mad<'  of  the  lower  Zs'nsliayak  PMver, 
the  entrance  to  i'ort  ^ioller.  and  Ilereinleen  Pay.  Deep  sea  explora- 
tion was  extend(  d  to  58^  Hi'  north  and  lonjj;itude  175°  30'  west,  ]iass- 
in^-  near  the  J 00- fathom  line,  70  miles  to  the  westward  of  the  Pribilofs. 
Left  Bering'  Sea  August  2()th,  arriving  in  San  Francisco  September 
2(;th,  via  Departure  Bay,  Port  Townsend,  and  the  California  coast, 
where  we  were  engaged  in  deep-sea  exjiloratiou  fiom  the  2l8t  to  the 
25tli.  I  sailed  again  for  Bering  Sea  July  l(i,  181)1,  ,..,,, 
having  on  board  the  Pnited  States  Commissioners  to  s.u  with  init.d 
the  Seallslands.  We  arriv<'d  at  Tnalaska  July  25tli,  stale. cmmuissi.,...,. 
and  were  at  the  Pribilof  Islamls  from  the  28th  to  August  lOtli.  Left  the 
sea  ou  the  IJJth  of  August,  and  readied  San  Francisco  Seiitember  15th, 
via  Departure  Bay,  Esquimalt  and  Paget  Sound.    On  the  llith  day  of 
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IMaicli,  1S02,  T  sailed  from  Snii  l'niii(*i.s«'0  for  Alaslcnn  waters,  via  Tort 
Towiiseiid  iiiid  y«'attl('. 

The  ciuise  liad  s]i('(ial  refereiiee  to  tlie  inifiiatioii  of  the  I'urseal  iicrd 
mnl  their  iehiti<»ii  to  tlie  localities  visited  by  lis;  in  other  words,  wo 
were  to  ascertain  wliether  there  uere  fur  seal  rookeries  in  Cooks  Jnlet 
(H-  Prince  William  tSctuiid,  whether  they  hauhd  out  or  atteaijjted  to 
haul  out  there,  or,  in  fact,  anywhere  in  Alaska  outsid(>  of  the  J'ril»ilot 
Islands.  The  followinj;'  places  "were  visited  in  the  order  nanted:  Tort 
(irahain,  with  its  tributary  settlement  of  K<Mt  Alexander,  having;  a 
jjopulation  of  120,  all  Alents  ex<'e]»t  one  white  man,  the  ajicnt  of  tlie 
Alaska  Commercial  Comjiany.  The  men  are  liuntcrs.  Chesloknu  IJay, 
with  its  villa};*'  of  Soldovoi.  having  a  mixed  ])opulation  of  Alents  antl 
Kenai  Indians,  nnmberiiij;'  103,  and  four  white  men.  The  natives  are 
hunters.  Coal  I'oint,  [lopulation  11,  all  white,  occupied  in  holding; 
])os,«!ession  ot  t'oal  claims.  Some  of  them  havinj;'  had  many  years  ex- 
jierience  in  the  Teriilory,  were  able  to  give  mucli  valuable  testimony. 
St.  raid,  Kadiak,  population  HhO,  (»5  of  whom  are  white,  the  remainder 
Creoles  and  Aleuts.  The  native  men  and  nearly  all  of  the  whites  are 
hunters.  "Wood  Island,  near  St.  Tiiul,  has  a  population  of  193,  includ- 
ing three  whites,  th<'  natives  being  mostly  hunters.  Owing  to  a  severe 
winter  and  late  sjtriug,  the  men  were  still  at  home,  and  we  were  able  to 
l)i<)cure  allldavits  from  .'io  whites  and  Tio  native  hunters,  who  had  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  subject  in  the  regions  in  which  tliey  were  in  tlio 
habit  of  hunting.  The  regnlai  woi  k  of  the  AlholroNs  is  deej)  sea  explo- 
ration, the  discovery  and  develojiuicnt  of  lishing  grounds,  anct,  not  in- 
fieiiuenlly,  purely  seieutilic  investigation  in  nomuil  ocean  depths  fur 
outside  of  tlie  range  of  economic  sjiecit-s. 

1  have  been  engaged  in  this  work  n<  ally  fourteen  years,  during  which 
tin.e  if  has  licen  a  part  of  my  duty  to  a(quin'  inlbrmation  concerning 
the  s(al  and  its  life.  This  has  been  done  not  only  from  personal  c\\h'- 
lience  and  observations,  hut  by  questioning  iiractical  men,  such  as 
iniclligent  mariners,  fishermen,  and  hunters.  I'elagic  sealing  has  been 
a  tie(|uent  sid)ject  of  conversation  and  argument  with  me  since  my 
first  northern  cruise  in  1888,  audi  have  reached  the  following  conclu- 
sions: 

First.  I'elagic  sealing  is  wasteful,  as  a  large  percentage 
of  seals  killed  are  lost.  Opinions  on  that  jioint,  vary- 
ing fnmi  30  to  70  per  cent. 

Second.  The  sexes  can  not  be  distinguished  in  the 
w  atci'.  excei)t  itld  males,  and  both  sexes  and  all  sizes 
are  killed  indiscriininately. 
Third.  Of  the  seals  killed,  from  (jO  to  70  ])er  cent  are  females,  which 
during  their  northerly  migration  are  heavy  with  young, 
slow  of  movement,  and  re(juirean  extra  amount  of  rest 
and  sleep,  thus  largely  increasing  their  liability  to  suc- 


Toliiffio   scalin 

VllStl'ful. 


^'^x  imlistiiii'iiisli- 
iililf  in  \vMt(  r.  liidis- 
( liliniiiitc  kiliiny. 


5I()^lly  )ir(';;iiiiiit  if 
lllilli.'S  lukcii. 


cessful  attack. 

Di-alli  oCpujiB. 

Filth.  Seals 


t'ourth.  The  female  killed,  the  death  of  the  unborn 
]ni])  tbllows,  entailing  a  double  loss. 
illed  in  Ueriitg  Sea  alter  the  birth  of  the])U]>s  are  largely 
,    ,.   ,,  mother  seals,  and  the  farther  they  are  found  from  the 

"  islands  the  greater  the  percentage  wdl  be.  The  reason 
for  this  Sv'cming  paradox  is  very  simple.  The  yoimg  males,  having  no 
family  resjxmsibilities,  can  afford  to  liunt  nearer  liome,  where  food  Can 
be  found  if  sufficient  time  is  devoted  to  the  search.  The  mother  does 
not  leave  her  youug  except  wheu  necessity  compels  her  to  seek  food  for 
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its  snstciiiiiu'c.     Slu)  ciiu  not  iill'ord  to  wnstc  fimci  on  It'i'diiifj  grouiHls 
iilr«';i<ly  oc('n))i('(l  by  younger  iiiid   inon*  active  I'ct'dcn 


Kl'llllllfH     H 

\vli«'ii  killed. 


;  111  11 II 


Ki'iiialrs  iiiiixi'  Hull' 
[)\vu  piiiM  (inly. 


Dead  iitipg. 


Iii'iice  sli(^  makes  the  best  (»i   lier  way  to  lielier  lields, 

lartlier  away,  ^orycs  iierself  witli  Ibod,  then  seeks  rest 

and!i<|iiiet  iiaj)  on  the  surface.     Under  these,  conditions   she   sleep.*! 

soundly,  and  becomes  an  ea.sy  victim  to  the  watchlnl  liunter. 

Si.\(h.  A  doiibh^  waste  o(;curs  when  the  moUier  seal  is  killed,  as  the 
l)Uii  will  sui'(ily  starve  to  death.  A  mother  seal  will 
o'ive  sustenance  to  no  pup  but,  her  own.  I  saw  sad 
evidences  of  this  waste  on  St.  Paul  Island  last  season, 
where  large  numbers  of  i)ups  were  lyinfj  about  the 
rookeries,  where  they  had  died  of  starvation. 

Siiventli.  The  nund)er  of  seals  on  the  i'ribiloi"  Islands 
is  decreasing;'.     1  saw  positive  proof  of  this  on  St.  I'aul      •''•"'•"'o. 
Island  last  season. 

Eiffhth.  I'ups  can  not  swim  at  birth,  hence  the  female  <'an  not  f;ive 
birth  to  her  younj;'  in  the   water  without   saciifieiiig 
its  life.     I  have  s«'en  thousands  of  pups   learnin,n'  t(»   „'',','.]."^  "'"  '"""  '" 
swim  at  the  rookeries   on  St.  Paul,  and  their  early 
efforts  were  (piite  as  awkward  as  those  of  a  boy  when  takini;'  his  lirst 
(lip.     Their  trouble  seems  to  be  to  keep  iheir  heads  above  water. 

Ninth.  The  present  i)raetice  in  i>ebi,i'ic  sealing  is  to  shoot  them  from 
a  boat  with  a  shotgun  and  secur«s  them  wilh  a  slioit- 
handled  gatf.     If  killed  instantly,  they  are  apt  to  sink, 
unless  picked  up  immediately.     If  wounded,  they  may 
be  gaffed  in  their  "tiurry." 


Slinoliti!'  Henls. 


Miiiiy  sink. 


Tenth.  Pelagie  sealing  should  be  suppressed  as  far  a.s  practicabh^ 


Protection    iicres- 
siiry. 


A  i)rote(;ted  /one  around  the  islands,  extending  100 
miles  from  them  would  not  be  ell'ectivo,  even  it  the 
limits  were  respected. 

Eleventh.  The  preservation  of  the  rookeiies  reipiires  the  sui)pressi(Ui 
ofi)elagie  sealing,  at  least  in   Mering  Sea,  and  in  the 

'        T  f^  .  .    .     .r*         ,.  ,  1  "^  '  Suppiessioii  ol    pt- 

nnmediatc  vicinity  oi  the  passes.  mgio  suaiina  necci- 

Z.  L.  TA^■^•Kl:,  *""•>• 

LitiitciKint-Commaiulcr,  U.  S.  Nari/. 

Sworn  and  subseiibed  before  me,  James  (1.  Swan,  a  notary  public  in 
and  lor  the  Stat*',  of  Washington,  residing  at  Port  Townsend,  this  Uth 
day  of  May,  A.  D.  IS'J'J. 

[sKAL.J  James  (J.  Swan, 

Notiifij  i'ublic. 


THSTIMOXY  TAKliX  AMONG  TIIH  MAKAII  INDIANS. 


DepoHition  of  Itowachup,  Mahih  Indian,  scaler. 

PELAaiC   SEALING^. 

State  ov  Wasitington, 

Coiintji  of  ('Itillam,  Sfi : 

llowa-cliup,  lu'iiiiLy  duly  sworn,  doposos  and  says:  I  am  a  nativo  Malcali 
Indian,  and  reside  nn  the  reservation  at  Xeali  Hay,  State,  o|"  VVasli- 
inyton,  United  States  of  America,  and  am  about  40  years  of  a,i;'o. 
I  liave  been  enjiajied  in  seiil  hun tin. jj:  over  sin(!e  I  was  a  boy.  Until 
about  ten  or  twelve  years  atjo  I  used  to  seal  alonji'  tlie  coast  in 
larue  canoes  from  U>  to  IS  miles  from  Cape  Flattery  and  in  the 
Straits  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca.  At  lirst  I  Avas  a  paddler,  and  after- 
wards I  became  a  spearman.  In  those  days  there  were  a  .uToat  many 
seals  in  the  water,  and  they  would  ^o  in  banils  of  1~)  or  LJO  tof^ether. 
About  five  or  six  years  aji'o  I  connnenced  to  hunt  in  smal!er  canoes  that 
were  talcen  out  to  sea  in  scliooners.  I  hunted  with  speai's  all  of  tlie, 
time.  1  have  never  killed  any  fulljirown  (!ows  on  the  coast  that  did 
not  have  pups  in  them,  and  I  liave  hunted  all  the  way  from  the  Colum- 
bia River  to  Jiarclay  Sound.  1  do  not  know  of  any  place  alonji'  the 
coast  where  seals  haul  out  upcm  the  land,  nor  have  1  ever  heard  of  such 
ii  ])lac(',  and   I  luive  never  killed  anv  full-jirown  cows 

youn,n' in  the  water  nor  on  the  kelp;  if  they  did  they 
would  be  drowned  an<l  die. 

1  was  in  the  r>eriii<i'  Sea  in  1889  on  the  schooner  Janus  G.  Siran.  but 

did  not  use  sliotf>uns.    Most  all  the  seals  we  cauj^ht 

were  cows  giving"  milk,  and  I  have  never  been  tliere 

since.    All  the  seals  along  the  coast  go  to  the  Pribylov 

Islands  to  breed.    The  cows  leave  here  in  .June  and  the 

ami  July  ""'*^'"''^'*'*"  yoarliugs  sometime  in  the  niiddleof  July.    Seals  were 

very  plenty  in  the  straits  and  around  the  cape  until 

about  six  years  ago,  when  the  white  hunters  came  in  s<'liooners  and 

with  shotguns  and  commenced  to  kill  theia  all  otT,  and  now  there  is  none 

_  in  the  straits,  and  we  can  not  get  but  one  or  two  Avhere 

we  used  to  get  eight  or  ten.     They  are  very  shy  and 

wild  and  are  decreasing  very  rapidly.    A  good  many  of  the  seals  that 

I  have  caught  in  the  last  three  or  four  years  have  shot  in  them,  and 

some  have  beeu  badly  wounded.    I  have  seeu  white  hunters  shooting 
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James  (I.  Si/'aii,  ISS'J. 

KooliiTics    only    at 
J'rihilof  IslamU. 


TESTIMONY    TAKKN    AMONG    TlIK    MAKAII    INIUANS. 


377 


seals   (Mil   ill  tlie  sea,  iiiid  tlioy  lose  si  {^'icaf   many  iiiorc  tlian  tlioy  <xvt, 
aiul  \v»!  soiiietiiiui.s  c'ai)tui(' sonic  of  those  tliat  tlicy  liave  l>a<lly  woiiimIimI. 

JioWA  cuuP  (liis  X  mark). 
Witiiessos: 

.]()I1N    r.  31c(iLINN. 
C.   K.   (lAY. 

Sul>s«'rib('(l  and  Kworii  to  before  me  on  this  27th  daj*  of  Ajiril,  A.  1). 
IS!  (J. 

[seal.]  Cl.AWKNCi;    I*.   IlRoWN, 

Koturij  PuhUc  in  and  for  the  State  of  Wafiliinijton. 


Dcjwsition  of  Peter  Jlroien,  Mal-ah  Imlitin  chief  sealer  [mastrr). 


PELACIIC   SEALING. 


Iiiilian  111  (•  t  Iiu<Im, 
1" 


State  of  Washington, 

(Jonnly  of  Clallam,  ss : 

Peter  Ilruwii,  beiiii;  duly  swoiii.  (lejioses  and  says:  F  am  the  native 
eliiefof  the  Makah  Indians:  am  about  ^h>  years  old.  and  r«'si(h'  (»n  the 
Neah  IJay  Ifeservation,  in  tiie  Connly  of  ('lalhini  and  State  (»f  Wash- 
iiifiton,  I'liited  Slates  of  i\nieriea.  1  am  aeiiuainted  with  tiie  habits  of 
my  ])eo|)h'  and  tlic  metliudsadopled  by  tliem  in  liiintin^" 
the  I'lir  seal.  1  am  tiu^  master  and  one-third  owner  of  kv',',!!,'"",,,"!.'" 
the  hshinj,'  schooner  JrtJ»c«  (f.  /S'/(v(».  I  have  been  en 
{iaji'cd  in  hunting'  s«'als  Avith  sjieais,  nntre  or  less,  all  of  my  life.  For- 
merly, in  the  winter  time,  usrd  to  hunt  them  in  the  Straits  of  San  diian 
de  Fuea,aiid  in  tiie  sjiriny  and  sunimer  time  we  hunted  them  in  canoes 
and  witli  sjiears  from  10  to  .'50  miles  oil'  and  around  Cape  Flattery. 
About  ten  or  twelv<!  years  a^o  we  eommeneed  carryiiij;'  our  canoes  on 
little  schooners  and  loIlo\ved  up  aloiiji'  tlie  coast  towards  Kadiak.  1 
have  been  a  ])art  owner  in  a  schooner  lor  about  seven  years,  and  have 
owned  the  James  G.  Sa-aii  for  about  three  years.  She 
is  about  ol)  tons  burden.  Tiie  other  schooner  was  not 
so  large.  iVIy  people  coniinenc«'d  using  guns  in  seal- 
hunting' about  tliree  years  ago,  but  they  always  (!arricd 
spears,  and  but  few  of  tliem  ever  us(5  guns  unless  em- 
ployed to  do  so  by  white  men.  Alioiit  six  or  seven 
jears  ago  1  commenced  to  not  ice  a  decrease  in  the  nuiii- 
berol  seals  arriving  in  the  straits  and  around  the  cape. 

1  tliink  more  tiiaii   oiie-lialf  of  all  the  seals  caught  on  the  coast  are 
cows  that  have  pups  in  them.    Cows  e:>  .^;iit  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  May  and  June  have  black  piqis  in  tliem,   mait4"!"'  ''"'^""""® 
which  we  sometimes  cut  out  and  skin.     1  hunted  in 
Hering'  Sea  in  18S!)  (that  being-  the  only  year  I  ever 
weut  to  that  sea)  and  hunted  seals  w'ith  spears  about 
70  miles  southwest  olf  the  ishiiids,  and  our  catch  was  nearly  all  cows 
that  had  given  birtli  to   tiieir  young  and  iiad  milk  in  their  teats.     Jii 
hunting'  with  the  spear  we  don't  lose  many  that  we  hit.    I  never  hunted 
with  guns,  but  have  cauglit  a  great  many  seals  that  had  shot  in  them. 
I  know  of  no  place  along'  the  (!oast  where  seal*  haul 
out  upon  the  laud ;  nor  hii ve  I  ever  heard  of  such  iihure ;    coS't.^""''"*''  ""'  "" 
uor  neither  does  auy  of  uiy  i)eople  know  of  such  a  i)lace. 


James  U.  Swan. 


I''in';irin^<  i'r|ilaiiiig 
sjieaiM  in  IMS). 


I'ti  IV.'ISO. 


1889. 


ill  h 

J  i 

"■-  in 


I 


378 


TKSTIMONY 


m 


'I  ■    ' 


Dccri'aia. 


Cow  Skills  ciiti  not  <x\vi\  l>iit1i   fo  Mirir  .voiiii<,'  in  tlic  wntcr,  or  on  the 

kelp  and  lia\«^  tli<>ni  live.  1  have  nt-scr  srcn,  nor  known 
p.H.'uIfi>'.''  **'"■''  '"'     **'  "".V  piip^^,  nl<ni;f  tlu',  «'oast,  that  were  born  in   tlio 

same  year,  and  I  liavo  ncvju'  known  any  cow  seals  fo 
be  canjilit  alony  (li*-  cuast  that  Innl  ^ivcn  liirlh  to  their  .Nounji;,  and  in 
wii(tse  itreast  liiere  was  milk,  and  it  is  very  seldom  that  wo  catch  a 
I'nII  ;;rown  row  that  do«'S  not  Inive  a  |mii>  in  iu^r. 

\Vhit(Hinnt<'rs  eaino,  in  here  about    live  or  six  years  a^'o  and  coni- 

inenced  shoolinj;-  the  seals  with  H'nns,  since  which  time 

tliey  Inive  been  rapidly  decrt-asin;;,  and  are  becoinin}; 
very  wihl.  When  wo  hunt  seals  with  spears  we  cree|>  njton  them  wliihi 
asleep  on  the  water,  and  spear  tiiem.  A  lew  years  a^o  my  people 
Would  catch  from  eijjht  t(»  ten  thousand  seals  «'ach  year,  now  we  j-et 
only  about  one  thousand  or  less.  I  can  not  tell  the  ditlerence  between 
tlu^  nude  ami  Cemale  seal  while  in  the  water,  excepting;'  it  l)e  an  old  Imll. 
In  early  times  uone  of  my  tribe  ever  went  any  farther  out  to  sea  than 
from  lOto.'JlJ  miles  olf  Cape  Flattery,  and  close  inshore  a  few  miles  up  and 
down  tlie  coast.  They  had  no  other  way  of  hnntiiiji",  exc«'pt  to  ^'o  from 
here  in  canoes.  About  lifteen  years  ayo  the  post  trader  induced  some 
of  them  to  i)ut  their  cam)cs  on  board  ot  a  small  schooner  and  ffo  out 
from  oO  to  7r»  miles  oll'shore,  and  toliunt  alonji'  tlie  coast  from  Columbia 
liiver  to  Harclay  Sound.  In  the  last  live  or  six  years  someof  my  tribo 
bave  l)ouglit  ami  now  own  four  little  schooners,  and  use  them  to  carry 
their  canoes  ami  jtrovisions  when  they  j;'o  any  distance  froni  home. 
Altout  seventeen  of  my  people  have  been  in  tin;  IJerinj^'  Sea  aitd,  with 
the  possible  excej)tiou  of  two  or  three,  none  of  them  were  ever  there  be- 
fore 18S7. 
In  1887  the  British  schooner  AlJ'red  Adams,  (rom  Victoria,  British 

Columbia,  came  here  and  em])loved  some  ofmy  trilu'to 
Xoi/i(''i887.''"'''' ""''   «**  ^**  the  llerinf;- Sea  hunting  seals,  and  the  schooner 

Lottie,  owned  by  the  Indians,  also  weut  from  h<'re  in 
that  year. 

In  1S8'.»  and  1891  some  of  my  peoide  went  on  schooners,  as  hunters, 

to  Bering  Sea.     At  no  other  times   have  any  of  tlu'in  been  in  those 

„.   ,,        wateis.     The  fur  seals  ai)i)ear  olf  Cape  Flatterv  and  in 

ihiii.iy  iiboMt  lasi  ,.r  the  Straits  ol  San  .Juan  de  c  nca  about  the  last  ot  l)e- 

HiKmt'tn'ia.iuloWuuo"  cember  and  go  and  conu'  until  about  the  middle  of  -Iniie, 

but  yeailings   and   li  year  o].h:   remain   considerably 

later.     Seals  used  to  he  very  numerous  alonv:  tl  o  coast  about  Cape 

,,  Flatti'ry,  and  no  decrease  m  ,is  ever  aoticed  in  their  num- 

bers  untu  soon  after  the  wni;.',  jiuulers  came  around 
h^re — ahout  seven  years  ago,  and  commenre'l  shooting  them.  Since 
that  time  they  have  <lecreased  fast  and  have  bet'ome  very  shy. 

1  thiidi  they  will  all  be  killed  off  if  they  keep  hunting  them  with  guns. 

The  spears  Avitli  which  my  people  hunt  seals  almost 
ncces-  exclusively  is  similar  to  the  harpoon  used  by  us  in 

killing  whales,  only  it  is  smaller.  It  has  a  han<lle 
about  14  feet  long,  that  will  come  otf  when  the  harp^/on  sinks  into  the 
seal,  and  the  iron  liead  is  secured  to  the  boat  with  a  line  about  70  feet 
long.  In  throwing  the  s^jear  we  use  both  hands,  and  if  we  hit  are 
almost  suie  to  i>et  him. 


Trotoction 
Biiiy. 


Witness: 

John  P.  iMcGlinn. 
0.  E.  Gay. 


Ilia 

Petek  X  Brown. 
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Siihsciiltcd  and  sworn  to  Itclorc  iiic  on  this  liTtli  day  of  April,  A.  I>. 
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I'KLAGKJ  SKA  LING. 
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Stati;  oi'  \VAsiriX(!'ro\, 

(Utimtji  of  ('III  11(1  III, 

Landis  CaHapa,  bcin};  duly  swoiii,  deposes  and  says:   1  uin  aliont   I.' 
years  old,  and  am  a  native  Makah  Indian.     I  reside  on 


tl 


l.\lll'li(  IICO. 


Coast  Hciiliri;;. 


le  rescuvalion  at  tiie  Ne-ah  IJay  A^t'iiey,  eoiinty  of 
Clallam,  State  of  NTasiiinyton,  Ignited  States  of  Amer- 
ica, and  am,  by  occupation,  a  linntei'  and  a  lisheinian.  I  h;iv<^  lieen  en- 
;;aj;('d  in  hiintinj;'  seals  all  my  life,  and  lia\f  always  used  the  spear,  and 
went  in  canoes.  Formerly  we  went  aronnd  the  cape 
In  canoes,  hut  for  the  iyst  lifteeii  years  I  havi;  fre- 
(piently  ;;'on(!  out  on  small  schooners,  from  10  to  8()  miles  around 
the  cape,  up  and  down  the  coast  from  KM)  to  L'OO  miles.  We,  take 
our  canoes  on  the  vc^ssel  and  use  tiiem  alter  we  j;et  t(t  the  sealin;;' 
;;ronnds.  On  my  last  sealin;^'  cruise  this  spi  in;;  \ve  can<;ht  live  seal>; 
two  of  them  were  females  and  had  paps  in  them;  lliree  of  tliein  weie 
yonii};'  iHid  smaller  seals  and  had  Mack  whivKcrs.  None  but  fyli-, 
;;r;twn  cows  have  white  whiskers,  1ml  yoiiii;;' cows;i7t(l  yoiin;;' bnlls  lia\  (^ 
i)lark  whiskers.  About  half  of  all  tlie  seals  captured  alon^the  coa>t 
have  whit(!  w  hiskeis,  and  are  <'owswith  paps  in  them.  Most  all  full- 
;;r(»wii  cows  that  are  eausht  have  pups  in  tjiem.  Omte, 
late  in  the  season,  I  canjiht  a  fnll,nrown  liarreii  eow  j,,.^'^,!,'*"'^ '"'"'"'""'^ '"' 
with  white  whisk(^rs,  I  (tan  not  (listin;;uisli  mahsseals 
fr«»m  female  at  a  distance  lu  the  water,  unless  it  be  an  old  ball  with  a 
loii^i'  w  i;>'. 

1  know  of  no  plact;  where  seals  haul  out  upon  the  laud  to  breed  on 
this  coast;  nor  do  I  think  that  they  ;;ive  birtii  to  their 
youn<;'  upon  the  kelp.     Once  1  killed  a  eow  in  milk,th(^ 
only  one  of  tiie  kind  I  have  ever  known  bein;^'  eauj^ht 
on  the  coast.     Seals  used  to  l)e   very  plentil'nl   around 
the  cai)e  and  in  the  Strait  (»f  San  .luaii  de  l-'iiea,  but 
they  liave  been  rajiidly  decreasing;'  durin;>'  the  last  live  or  six  yeais. 
We  w'ere  out  scaling;'  a  slatrt  time  aj;()  and  captured  but  live  seals.      A 
few  years  ayt),  durin;;'  tlui  same  jicriod  of  time,  we  would  have  cau.uiit 
about  sixty.     They  are  wilder  now  and  more  dillieult  to  cateh,  I'.iid  will 
soon  be  destroyed  if  ;;uns  are  used  iu  hunting;'  them. 
Seals  appeal' off  this  coast  the  latter  part  of  l>ecember,   ,  Aiii.ciu-  (.n    (cmt 
and  are  ^i'one  by  tbe  middle  ot  duly.     Cows  api)ear  to  bci. 
leave  earlier  than  the  yonn^i'er  ones.     I  scarcely  ever 
see  an  old  bull  along  the  coast,  and  it  is  se'ldom  we  ever  eateli  one. 

his 

,^.,  Landis  X  Callapa. 

WltueSS :  ,„ark. 

JoiIxN  P.  McGlinn. 
C.  E.  Cay. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 

[SEAL.]  OlAKKNCE  P.  DROWN, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington. 
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IhposUuHi  of  ('IrviiH  Jim,  Muhttli  I mliaii,  :  ritlcr. 


VVA.MiH'   Si;AI,IN(r. 


m 
m 

■  'li: 


siiys:  I  am  ahotit '?r»  years 
iidiaii.  I  icsidcod  tlic  lii- 
l'>:iy,  in  ('lalliiiii    ('oiiiiIn', 


Dc'cri'iisi', 


Sr/TE   Ol'    WASTTINdTON, 

diiKHlfi  <>/'  Cliilldiii.  ss  : 
Circus  ,lim,  hciiiii' duly  sworn,  dcitoscs  am 
old,  and  am  a  iial  ivc  Makali 
i'lxporiiii.—.  dian    reservation    at     Neali 

Stale  of  Wasliiiijilon,  iMiited  States  of  America.  1 
am  by  occupation  a  luinter  and  tlslieiinan.  I  have  been  enyajied  at 
liuntiuj;'  seals  for  altont  seventeen  years.  In  eaily  times,  and  uidil 
within  the  last  ten  years,  I  hunted  seals  with  spears  in  canoes.  I  >urin,!^ 
the  last  ten  years  I  have  l>een  sealing  up  and  down  t  he  coast  in  schoon- 
ers, but  used  s|)eais  all  ot'  the  tinu'.  When  we  .used  canoes  exclu- 
sively I  used  to  hunt  and  capture  seals  about  .'>(►  miles  in  lln^  St^raits  (»f 
San  .hnin  de  I''uca.  Seals  used  to  Ite  plenlilul  in  the  stiaits.  but  lor 
the  last  live  or  six  years  they  have  become  very  scarce 
in  the  straits,  so  that  now  wc  can  not  lind  any  inoro 
there.  We  used  to  hunt  sea!  in  «'anoes  lor  altont  20  nnlcs  out  in  llu*. 
ocean,  oil'  ( 'ape  i'lattcry  iunl  up  and  down  the  coast,  between  Greys 
Harbor  and  liarclay  Sound.  Seals  were  very  plentil'id  aIonj>'  the  coast 
six  or  eiuht  years  aj;(>.  I  used  to  be  out  on  tlu'  water  huntin.i;'  seals  in 
a  «'aiioe  for  a  couple  ol'  days  at  a  tinu',  if  tln^  weather  was  line.  Three 
Indians  would  ^o  in  one  canoe.  One  would  handle  the  spear,  the  other 
two  would  ]»addle  and  sti'cr  the  boat.  1  wasthe  spearman.  I'sfially  we, 
found  several  seals  at  a  t  inm  asleep  on  the  water  and  would  creep  upon 
them,  siunctinu's  as  near  as  L'O  fe»'t,  but  nntre  IVcfpiently  not  closer  tiniii 
10  to  ."it)  feet.  I  would  then  throw  the  siteai'  at  them 
and  almost  always  secure  all  that  I  hit.  \'ery  larely 
1  would  hit  and  secure  two  seals  at  si  time.  I  woidd 
then  net  ;'  seal  on  each  barb  of  the  spear. 

We  use  smaller  canoes  now  since  v.c,  beji'an  to  use  schooners  in  wliicli 
to  caiiy  our  canoes  and  hunters  (o  the  S(  alinj;'  waters,  ami  but  two  In- 
diansyoin  one  of  these  smaller  canoes.  A  <>i'eat  nmuy  years  aji'owe  us<'d 
to  catch  about  one  half  cows  and  one-halfyonnu' seals,     1  nevei  eau^^ht; 


Willi       tlll< 


raiiiilit  HI)  milking; 
rows  aloiii;  mast. 


any  seals  alnny  the  coast  that  had  yiven  birth  to  their 


*'  ir  a  n  , 


y(»nn,ii'  an<l  that  had  milk  in  their  breasts.  I  never 
cai>lured  any  barren  cows,  I  lirst  went  sealini>'  in  th(% 
r»crinji'  Sea  in  the  ffanirs  G.  Sican  in  1SS1>,  arid  went 
a.uain  on  the  schooner  Lottie  in  ]<S!M.  While  in  the 
sea  1  cau,nht  a  tiieat  nuiny  cow  seals  that  were  fiivinj; 
milk.  INlost  all  the  seals  we  caught  in  the  sea  were  ^iv- 
inj^-  milk.  1  have  been  out  sealin}^'  this  sprinj;'  alonjj-  the 
coast  in  the  schooner  iJamcx  il.  Swan.  We  have  been 
out  three  times.  Our  schooner  ca  ied  15  canoes, 
each  one  manned  by  two  Indians,  and  we  secured  ten 
seals  in  all,  liveof  which  had  pu])sin  them.  1  know  this 
because  1  saw  the  i)u]>s  when  wc  cut  the  carcasses  open. 
We  dry  the  nu'at  of  the  seal  aiul  use  it  for  food.  The 
othei'  live  seals  were  snmller  and  probably  male  and 
lennde.  Seals  do  not  haul  out  «)n  the  laiul  alon;;'  the 
coast  to  breed,  nor  do  they  j>ive  birth  to  their  yonn<>"ou 
tlu' water,  or  (HI  the  kelp.  I  never  caujiht  any  little 
black  pups  alon.u'  the  coast.  I  used  to  catch  a  great 
many  gray  onoa  on  the  coast,  but  caught  but  one  this  year.    Weliuut 


./lIHIl.l      G 

ISS!'. 
i,o»ii',  IRDl. 


^fiistly    111  1 1  U  i  II ;: 

si'als  i'ain;lit   iu   lici- 
ins  Scii. 

James  0-    Swan, 

ISil'.'. 

Kit'ly  pi-r  con  I  pro};- 
Haul  cows. 


Ho  not    haul   uiuiii 
mast. 

I'nps    not   bovu  in 
watir  or  on  ki'lp. 
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tlio  soal  not  only  for  its  fur,  l>nt  we  use  every  imrt  of  if.     We  o;if  flie 

niciil,  Miiike  oil  out  of  the  blubber,  iiiid  after  e!e;uiiii<^  the  .stoniaeli  use  it 

tor  hoMiii"^  tlie(»il.     Seals  are  now  very  searee  aiul  wild      ,, 

aloiiji' tlMM'oayf.     F  believe  the   cause  of   tins   is  that 

white  hnnters  have  been  Iinntinj?  them  wo  niiieh   with   J.*;"''"'"'""   """" 

fiuus.     Ifsonmeii  shootiiij;"  at  seals  Ls  not  stopped  they 

will  soon  be  all  jfoiie. 

Circus  x  .Iim. 

iiiui'k. 

Witnesses: 

.John  P.  M<'(Ji.inn. 

i).  K.  (I AY. 

Siil)seribed  and  sworn  to  b<'fore  iiie  tliis27th  day  of  Aj)!-!!,  A.  I).  1S!»L'. 
[SEAL.]  ("i,aki;n<'i;  T.  Mi{<»w\, 

.  Ik'otary  I'ublio  in  and  for  the  titale  of  W'ashiiKjttm. 


Kxiicridiicd. 


Deposition  of  James  Claplauhoo,  Mahthlnilian,  sealer  {master). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

Couuty  of  (Jlallam,  ss  : 

James  dlaplanhoo,  beiiifj^  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am  about 
4.'5  y(^ars  old,  and  a  native  l\lakah  Indian.  I  reside  on  the  Neah  liay 
lleserv;.tion,  county  of  Clallain,  State  of  \Vashin,i;ton, 
United  States  of  America.  1  a,m,  by  occni>ation,  a 
liunter  and  fisherman.  1  own  the  schooner  l^otlic,  wliic-h  is  of  about 
L'S  tons  burden.  1  bouj^ht  thc!  said  schooner  al)out  se\('n  years  a<;o. 
J  have  been  (!ii{>a^ed  in  liuntinj;'  seals  abimt  tw«'iity four  years.  In 
my  early  years  I  hunted  sj^als  in  canoes  and  with  spears  in  tlu^  Strait 
of  San  .luan  de  Fuca,  and  about  SO  mih^s  off  TajM'  l''lattery.  1  killed 
seals  for  food  and  for  their  skins,  <;-ettin.n-  about  ^'-t  apiece  for  each 
skin,  Aliout  fifteen  years  aj^o  Willie  (i.dlick,  who  had  a  tradiiij^-  ])ost 
here,  had  three  or  four  scliooners,  and  employed  Indians  to  i^o  sealinj; 
and  sail  his  vessels.  'I'li  v  woni«!  j/ut  their  canoes  and  spears  on 
l>oai'd  the  schooners  and  v  out  ami  liiint  aliout  20  or  .°!b  miles  off 
the  coast,  as  far  south  as  liie  Columbia  K'iver  and  north  t(»  r.arelay 
Sound.  A  few  years  later  some  of  the  liidiai;.-<  owned,  or  partly,  an 
interest  in  the  schooners,  Al>on(  six  years  a;;o  tlic 
Ibitish  schooner  .1//W(f  ,l</'///».v  came  here,  ami  hernias 
ter  eiifiau'ed  Inriaii  liunleis  to  ji'o  scaling;'  in  the  licrinj;  Sea 
three  <(■  Ibiiryears  aj^o  I  \\<.v\\  iiothinn  but  spears  in  huiitiii};'  seals;  now 
1  sometimes  use  a  ji'un.  Seals  ;4enerally  appear  olf 
Cape  J'^latteiy  ab  »ut  the  L'Oth  (»f  l)<'ceiii-)er,  but  diiriii<;' 
the  !  I';  .'bur  or  five  years  there  havi^  not  been  near  as 
many  eominj;'  t<»  the  strait  or  on  the  coast  as  in  former 
years.  There  are  a  few  in  the  strait,  but  w<'  do  nf)t 
hunt  them  now,  and  can  not  secure  more  ♦^liaii  om^-sixfh  as  many  in  a 
season  as  we  used  to  a  few  years  aj^'o. 

In  spearinj»'  seals  I  us(^  a  harpoon  with  either  one  or  two  Itarbs,  sim- 
ilar, but  smaller  than  that  used  in  takiii^i'  whales.  The  harpoon  lias  a 
handle  about  12  ov  14  feet  loiifi',  ami  a  stronji'  line,  about  70  feet  lon^'  is 
attaclied  to  the  barb,  the  otln  <•  end  of  which  's  fastened  t<t  the  <'anoe. 
We  throw  the  spear  at  ii    jal  with  both  hands,  and  when  the  spear  or 


Al/nd  AihiiiiK,  1880. 

Until 


Sriiliipnciir  iitrc.'tpc 
l''liill<rv  l)i:i(iiilnr::u. 
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■'■;  :i 


^:ij 


Siiroess    with 

BJlCill'. 


tlio 


About  half  caught, 
pruyiiaiit  l'euiak-8. 


Appear  about  Jan- 
uary 1  near  Cape 
Flattery. 


Waste  of  life. 


<i;iri)0(m  liits  a  seal  the  barb  becoines  dctaclKMl  from  tlic  handle  but  is 
semuely  fastened  in  tlie  body.  The  handle  Moats  ni>()ii  the  water  and 
is  afterwards  secured  and  is  used  a.uain.  1  lose  but 
very  few  seals  that  I  hit  with  the  liarpoon.  VViien 
white  men  or  traders  be^an  eoiiiinj^-  in  here  Avith 
schooners  they  offered  us  lar^e  inducements  to  go  cruising  for  seals  and 
we  eoiniiicnced  going I'arther  from  land  but  did  not  notice  anydeerease 
intlie  nund)cr  of  sciils  each  year,nntilaboutsix  or  seven  yearsago,whLMi 
vessels  with  white  hunters  and  aimed  with  sliotguns  began  to  ajtpear 
in  considerable  numl)ers  off  the  coast.  Since  that  time  the  decrease, 
has  been  very  rapid.  AVe  often  take  seals  that  have  been  wounded 
with  a  ritle  or  shotgun,  and  in  tiieir  bodies  there  are  a  large  number 
of  shot.  AVhen  seiding  along  the  coast  it  is  seldom  that  1  have  seen  or 
captured  an  old  bull.  1  have  caught  quite  a  large  number  of  gray 
pups  or  yearlings,  and  tliey  a.re  about  equally  male  niid  female.  Aliout 
one-half  of  all  seals  tiiat  1  have  caught  in  the  strait 
or  on  the  coast  were  full-grown  cows  with  jaqts  iii 
them,  and  I  have  never  cauglit  a  full-grown  biirreii 
cow,  nor  one  that  had  given  biith  to  her  young,  and 
was  in  milk.  About  the  1st  of  -January  seals  begin 
to  ap])ear  around  the  cajie  and  slowly  make  their  way 
north  and  are  gone  by  the  middle  of  .July.  The  grown  cows  are  the 
tirst  to  go,  and  leave  before  the  middle  of  -lune.  Young  seals  remain  to 
the  last.  In  hunting  with  guns,  1  usually  get  about  two  out  of  live- 
that  I  shoot;  sometimes  1  would  wound  one  aiul  it 
would  get  away  and  it  wcmld  ])i()bably  die;  soryetimes 
I  would  kill  the  seal  dead  and  it  would  sink  in  the  water  almost  as 
quickly  as  a  rock,  and  unless  we  were  (piick  to  reach  it,  it  would  bo 
htst.  Sometimes  we  fish  them  up  out  of  the  water  with  a  galf  hook, 
and  would  secure  a  few  that  way. 
In  1887,  about  the  1st  of  June,  I  went  into  the  Bering  Sea  in  my  own 
schooner,  the  Loiiie,  and  hunted  about  (JO  miles  olf  the 
,fi^,"'"''''p*''7''T.'r'^  th(>  islands  and  secuird  about  TOO  seals,  most  all  of 

ISHI,  m  iieiiiig  Ota.  ,  •    i  •  -ii  m  i       i         -ii      • 

Avlnch  were  cows  in  milk.  1  iiese  cows  liad  milk  in 
their  breasts,  but  had  no  pujis  in  them.  I  returned  to  the  Bering  Sea 
in  my  own  boat,  the  Lotlic,  in  ISSO,  and  also  in  1801,  and  sealed  all  the 

way  from  100  to  ISO  miles  finin  the  St.  deorge  and  St. 
^Mostly  miiuhis  fo-  j>,,;^|  if;i.),„ig.    Tile  cat^'h  of  these  two  years  were  of 

about  the  same  cliaracter  as  those  caught  in  1S87,  and 
Kooi<crii;s  only  ou  -wore  uiostlv  females  that  had  givcii  biitii  to  tlieii'  young 

rnbilol  Islands.  ,  -^        -ii  i   i  v  i  i  ^i  7 

and  weie  m  milk.  1  know  ot  no  place  along  tiie  coast 
ivingic  birth  un-  where  scals  haul  out  upon  the  land,  nor  do  I  think 
""""■  that  they  give  birth  to  their  young  in  the  water  or  on 

the  kelp.  I  am  acciuainted  with  tiie  <lilfereiit  tribes  of  Indians  along 
the  coast  of  N'aiicouver  Island,  and  have  never  heard  them  say  that 
seals  haul  out  upon  the  land  on  the  coast  or  in  Barclay  S(mnd.  1  am 
unable  to  tell  a  male  seal  from  a  female  while  in  tlie  water,  unless  it  be 
an  old  bull  with  a  long  wig.  Seals  used  to  be  very  i)]eiit;;ul,  and  I 
never  noticed  any  decrease  in  their  number  until  white  hunters  com- 
menced cominghere  and  killing  them  witli  guns,  about 
six  or  seven  years  ago.  Since  t  hat  they  have  decreased 
very  rapidly  and  have  got  very  shy.  Our  tribe  used  to  have  no  ditti- 
eully  in  catching  8,00(>  to  10.000  seals,  and  now  we  can  not  ge^,  a  t'>MU- 
sand.  We  eat  the  meat  of  the  seal  and  depend  largely  uiion  it  lb  <>ne 
subsistence. 

James  CLArLAi,'ii'.o. 


DoiMcase. 


TAKEN    AMONG    THE    MAKAH    INDIANS. 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  to  belbre  me  on  tliis  27tli  day  of  April,  A.  I). 
1H02. 

[SEAL.]  ClARKNCE   P.   P.IIOWN, 

Ifotarj/  ruhlic  in  ami  for  the  l^tate  of  Wushinutott. 


Deiwsitiou  of  Fmnic  r>nris.  Mnlah  Tiidian,  ftrulcr. 


TELAdio  sj;aling. 


Experience 


Tn   Bering   Soa    in 
1889. 


State  of  AVashington, 

CoiDiti/of  LUallnm,  ss : 

Frank  Davis,  beinj;  duly  sworn,  dei>;)sc'S  :ind  says:  I  am  about  (50 
yoars  old,  a  nativ«'  Indian  of  tlic  INlakah  tribe,  reside  on  t'ue  Neali  liay 
Kes(!rva{ion,  in  the  Oonnty  of  Clallam,  State  of  WasIiiii_i;ton,  and  my 
oi.'eupation  is  tluit  of  a  hunter  and  fisherinan.  1  have 
been  enj;aj;ed  in  seal-hunt  in,t>' for  about  seventeen  years. 
}  have  always  hunted  in  canoes  and  with  spears,  and 
years  aj;o  would  kill  a  great  nuiny  seals.  1  was  up  in 
.he  Beriufj  Sea  sealing  iu  1S8!)  and  have  not  been  there 
since.  All  the  other  years  I  have  been  seal-hunting  ahmg  the  coast, 
between  Grays  Harbor  and  IJanday  Sound.  A  few  years  ago  seals  were 
Aery  ])lentiful  in  the  Sti'aits  of  San  .Juan  de  Fuca.  It  is  not  now  so. 
They  are  so  scarce  in  the  straits  that  we  do  not  hunt  for  j,  , 
tlu'in  there  any  nu)re.  In  all  of  my  experience  in  seal- 
ing on  this  coast  I  liave  killed  but  one  cow  seal  that  had  milk  in  her 
bieast  and  that  had  given  birth  to  her  ]mp.  1  do  not  know  whatbe- 
eaun^  of  the  ])up.  I  luivo  kille..  a  very  few  barren  cows,  along  the  coast. 
Is'early  all  of  the  lull-grown  cows  along  the  coast  have  pups  in  them, 
but  the  seals  I  eaught  in   Mering  Sea  were  most  all     ,,   „        .,,  . 

•11         Mil  J.       T  i-  ti  llfistly     milkina 

cows  in  milk.    The  cows  seem  to  disai>pear  from  the  cows. 
eoast  sooner  than  the  young  sv-als  do. 

Th^  seals  first  appear  otf  the  cape  altout  riiristmas.   and  I  have 
caught  y;»u!ig  seals  as  late  as  July.     Seals  do  not  haul 


(uit  ui'OU  the  land  along  the  coast  and  breed;  luu'  do  tirviibnit  rinisiims 

tliev  ^ivo. 

kr'i),     C^i) 

spear,   ■!•)■ 

nuiny  lie  v 

now  in  fi", 


Decre.iso. 


f  .    i  1     .       J 1      ■  'A.!  J.  A-i  Do  not  Ii, ml  out  on 

.  irtu  to  their  young  in  the  water  nor  on  the  ,,Mst  iindi.nni. 

:■  time,  when  hunting   along  the  coast  with  a      No  pelagic  birth. 

jauoe  took  100  seals  in  tive  days,  but  we  eau  not  catch  as 
Tliey  are  very  shy  and  wild,  so  that  if  we  get  two  or  three 

.^ '  lays  we  would  be  doing  very  well  I  have  caught  only  eight 
seals  this  year.  P>efore  the  white  man  came  here  to 
hunt  seals  with  the  shotgun  and  ritle,  five  or  six  years 
ago,  they  were  not  so  wild  as  they  are  now,  and  by  this  time  in  a  year 
1  would  have  had  a  hundred  or  moie  seals.  When  I  get  seals  now  a 
great  many  have  .shot  in  them,  a  thing  1  never  saw  before  until  about 
six  or  seven  years  ago. 

liis 

Frank  x  Davis. 

iii.irU. 

SV.'U:fS8: 

John  P.  I.IcGlinn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  fu>  this  271h  day  of  Ajiril.  A.  D 
I.SOL'. 

[SEAL.J  ('LAlJENfE   P.    I5KOWN, 

XoUxrji  ruhlic  in  ami  for  the  IState  of  Washinyton. 
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Dcimsltlon  of  Jeff  Darin,  .]fahaJi  Indian,  scaler. 


spciir. 


PELAGIC   SEALING. 

8TATK  OF  Washington, 

Counti/  of  Clallam,  ss: 

Jeff  J)jivis,  Ix'iii}^  <luly  .sworn,  (I«'i)o.ses  and  snys:  T  am  about  24  .>  esrs 
of  ngc,  and  am  a  native  \rakiih  Indian,  and  reside  on  the  reservation  at 
the  Neah  Bay  Ajiency,  in  the  eouiity  ot'Chillani,  State  of  Washington, 
United  States  of  America.     I  am  a  hutiter  and  fisiier- 
Experionce.  man.    Since  187<»  I  liave  been  engaged  in  hunting  seals 

most  of  the  time  in  huge  canoes,  each  Ct'inoe  carrying 
three  Indians,  wiio  used  spears.     1  sat  in  the  middle  of  the  canoe  and 
was  known  as  the  i)addler.     The  one  who  sat  in  tlie  stern  steered  the 
canoe,  and  the  one  in  the  bow  was  the  hunter.     Years  ago,  in  the  winter 
time,  seals  were  plenty  in  the  Straits  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca,  and  I  have 
hunted  and  hel[»ed  to  cft    ■!.  them  up  the  Straits  as  far  a  Tysht,  whi(!h 
is  about  37  miles  from  C.^  *      '    ttery.    Of  later  years  they  have  (^uit 
ccMuing  in  the  straits  and  av.        not  hunt  for  them  there  any  more.     I 
also  used  to  liunt  seals  in  cai.  ..'s  up  and  down  the  coast  irom  Cape 
Flattery.    In  those  days  there  were  a  great  many  seals  along  the  coast. 
They  traveled  in  little  herds  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  each,  and  we  could 
sometimes  (ueep  up  on  them  when  they  were  asleep  on 
smcess  with  tiio  ^\^^,  water  and  s[tear  one  or  two  betbre  they  got  away. 
We  usually  secured  all  that  we  liit  with  the  spear. 
About  10  or  12  years  ago  we  began  to  hunt  seals  in  schooners)  and  ven- 
tured farther  out  in  the  ocean  and  sealed  for  greater  distances  up  ami 
down  the  coast.    I  have  sealed  -is  far  south  as  the  Columbia  liiverand 
as  far  up  the  coast  as  the  north  end  of  Vancouver  Island. 
I  have  hunted  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea  for  one  season  only.     I  went 
there  in  the  schooner  James  G.  ISa^an  in  1S8!).     Most  of 
the  seals  that  we  captured  there  thatsensun  were  cows 
giving  milk.     I  do  not  know  where  their  i)ups  were.    I 
never  cauglit  any  gray  pups  in  the  sea.    I  have  been 
out  sealing  on  tlie  coast  tiiis  spring  in  a  schooner  that 
carried  ten  canoes,    witli  two  hunters  to  each  canoe. 
We  were  out  three  days  and  caught  ">  seals.     If  we  had  bei'U  out 
that  long  six  or  eight  years  ago  with  the  same  crew,  we  would  have 
taken  between  (iO  and   KM)  seals.     Seals  are  wild  and 
Dfcroasc.  ^j^^,  j^^^^^.^  .^^^^^  havc  ln'roiiie  very  scarce.     I  think  the 

reas'on  for  this  is  that  they  have  been  hunted  so  much  by  white  hunters 

who  us(!  lirearms.     I  have  never  killed  any  cows  gi\ingniilk  along  the 

coast,  ami  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  place  aloig  the  coast 

coasJ.""^        '"'  ""  when;  seals  haul  out  and  breed.   They  (1<)  not  give  bii  tli 

,    .  ,,  ,        to  their  young  in  the  water  or  on  the  keb).    Most  of  the 

No  pi'lasie  birth.  ,  ix.ii  l  r  i  -.^i 

seals  caught  on  tiie  coast  are  icmales  with  pups  in 
them,  the  bahince  are  mostly  young  seals,  both  male  and  female.  I 
never  saw  a  black  pup  on  the  coast,  and  this  year  I  have  seen  but  very 
few  yearlings. 

Jeff  Davis. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
181>2. 
[SEAL.]  Clarkn(!k  p.  Brown, 

Kotary  ruhlic  in  and  for  the  IStote  of  Washin(j(on, 


Jami-'i  O.Siraii,  lf^"^'J. 
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Deposition  of  Ellalw^h,  Malcuh  Indian,  sealer. 

I'ELAGIC   SEALING. 
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State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss : 

Ellabush,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  about  30  years 
of  age,  and  am  a  native  Makah  Indian,  and  reside  on  the  Ifeah  Bay 
Eeservatiou,  in  the  county  of  Chdhim,  Slate  of  Wash- 
ington, Uuited  States  of  America.     I  commenced  seal-  Kxperience. 
lug  in  canoes  along  the  coast  and  in  the  Straits  of 
San  Juan  de  Fuca,  about  iifteeu  years  ago,  and  have  always  bunted 
seals  with  spears  until  recently.    Three  Indians  usually  go  with  each 
canoe.    About  ten  years  ago  I  went  hunting  in  tlie       ^^^^ . 
schooner  Mist,  owned  by  a  white  man.     We  cruised  for  "  ''° 

seals  along  the  coast,  between  the  Columbia  lliver  and  Barclay  Sound. 
I  have  caught  1*  ^2'ils  this  year,  5  of  which  had  pups  in  tiieiu;  the  small 
ones  did  not  1' *ve  pups  in  them.    The  seals  appear  in      ,        .   >..    ,    , 
the  Straits  <\l  San  Jaun  de  h uea  the  latter  i)art  ot  De-   saii.juuii  do  I'maiat- 
cember,  and  are  all  gone  by  tlie  middle  of  July.    In  tlu;  Hmi'';"'e''an'^«um."''i,y 
months  of  January  and  February  the  pups  in  the  cows  miiuiieot'juiy. 
are  so  small  that  you  will  not  notice  them  unless  you 
cut  the  belly  open.    All  full-grown  cows  that  I  have     Anfuii-giowiicows 
killed  along  the  coast  had  pups  in  them,  and  have  ^^'    ^"^' 
never  killed  but  one  that  had  given  birth  to  their  young  and  were  in 
milk,  and  have  no  recollection  of  having  killed  a  barren  cow.    The 
younger  ones  do  not  have  pups  in  them,  and  are  about  one-half  male 
and  one-half  female.    The  full-grown  cows  leave  this  vicinity  for  the 
north  earlier  than  the  younger  ones  do.     I  catch  more 
young  seals  in  ^lay  and  June  than   I  do  earlier  in  the 
season.     Seals  do  not  haul  out  upon  the  land  along  the 
coast  and  give  birth  to  their  voiuig.     I  have  never 


Do  uut  Laul  up  ou 
coast. 


Waste  of  lil'e  with 
uu. 


known  pu])s  to  be  born  in  the  water  nor  on  the  kelp.         J^'»peingic  birth. 

About  two  years  ago  I  begun  to  hunt  w  ith  guns,  but  always  carried 
a  spear.  Since  I  have  been  hunting  with  guns  I  lose  a 
great  many  seals  that  I  slioot.  I  kill  some  dead  and 
they  sink  like  a  rock.  Some  that  I  shoot  are  wounded 
and  get  away  aud  probably  die.  I  have  caught  a  good  many  seals  that 
had  shot  in  tliein.  Seals  are  not  so  plentiful  now  as  they  were  a  few 
years  ago.  They  began  to  decrease  about  live  or  six 
years  ago.  A  good  many  years  ago  I  used  to  capture  ^""reaae. 
seals  in  the  Straits  of  San  Jaun  de  Fuca,  but  of  late  years,  since  so 
many  schooners  and  white  men  have  come  around  here  shooting  with 
guns,  that  only  a  few  come  in  here  and  we  do  not  hunt  in  the  siraits 
any  more,  I  used  to  catch  forty  or  lifty  seals  in  one  day,  and  now  if 
I  get  six  or  seven  I  would  have  great  luck.  1  have  to  go  a  long  dis- 
tance to  get  seals  now.  Seals  are  wild  and  afraid  of  an  Indian.  They 
have  become  so  since  the  white  man  and  the  trader  began  to  shoot 
them  with  shotguns  and  rifles.  In  a  short  time  there  will  be  no  seals 
left  for  the  Indian  to  kill  with  the  spear.  In  hunting 
with  the  spear  I  get  almost  all  the  seals  that  I  hit. 
Once,  in  the  month  of  June,  I  caught  a  seal  that  had  a 
pup  in  it.    I  carefully  cut  the  j)up  out  of  its  mother 
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and  i)Iacc(l  it  in  the  water  and  it  drowix'd.    I  have 
Pup  can  not  swim.    ^^^.^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^j.  ^j^^,  ,„„t|„.i.  ^^..^\  .^^^^[  tijed  to  rear 

them,  but  in  two  or  throe  daya  it  wouM  sicken  iuid  die. 

J-'LLAiJUSii  (liis  X  mark). 
Witness : 

John  P.  McGlinn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  the  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 

[seal.]  ('l.ARENCE   P.   JlUOWN, 

Notary  PuhUc  i-.  and  for  the  State  of  Wanhinffton. 


Deposition  of  Alfred  Irving,  Malnh  Indian,  sealer  {master). 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

S'J'ATE  OF  WASHINGTON, 

County  of  Clallam,  s.s  : 

Alt'erd  Irviuy,  being  (hily  sworn,  dei^ses  and  says:  I  am  about  K> 
years  ohl,  and  am  a  native  IMakah   Indian,  and  reside 
Exporience.  on  the  Neaii  iiay  Reservation,  State  of  Washington, 

United  States  of  America.  My  occupation  is  hunting 
and  fishing,  and  I  am  one  of  the  headmen  of  my  tribe.  I  am  master 
and  one-half  owner  of  the  schooncM'  Mary  Parlrr.  I  have  been  en- 
gaged in  hunting  seals  ever  since  1  was  old  enough.  Formerly  my 
tribe  hunted  in  canoes  and  used  spears  exclusively,  but  in  the  last  two 
years  a  few  of  them  have  used  shotguns.  Previous  to  about  ten  years 
ago  we  seldom  went  more  thi'i  2(1  mi'"s  out  to  sea  and  sealed  about 
that  distance  oif  Cape  Flattery.  Since  that  time  some  of  our  tribe 
have  owned  three  or  four  small  schooners,  and  those  that  go  out  in 
them  put  their  canoes  and  spears  on  the  schooners  and  are  carried 
fr()n\  .10  to  7")  nules  oft'  Cape  I'lattery  and  ahmg  tlie  coast  from  Colum- 
bia River  to  Barclay  Sound.  In  tlie  earlier  j-ears  when  I  went  hunting 
we  would  iu)t  go  out  of  the  Stiaits  of  San  Juan  do 
Appear  in  straits  of  Ynvii  duriug  Mic  wiutcr  moiitlis  aiidearlv  in  the  spring. 

San    .liian     ile    >nca  ^^  •,,,,.•  n  i~,         r 

aiidut  1st  of  jaiiuiuv,  The  scals  commeiu'e  to  appear  u\  the  Sti'aits  ot  San  .luan 
nlilUeXuiy. ''*''''''  ^<'  ^^^^^''^  i'bout  the  Lst  of  January  or  the  last  of  Decem- 
ber and  c()m(i  and  go  to  the  middle  of  July.  The  gen- 
eral course  seemed  to  be  to  the  north,  and  by  the  middle  of  June  the 
grown  cows  were  most  all  gone,  but  the  younger  ones  used  to  be  (pute 
plentiful  until  about  the  middle  of  July,  when  tliey  Avould  also  dis- 
ai)pear. 
I  have  always  used  spears  iti  hunting  seals,  and  seldom  wounded  or 
hit  one  that  I  did  not  get,  until  in  18!)1,  which  year, 
and  the  only  one,  I  went  to  Bering  Sea  and  used  the 
shotgun  part  of  the  time.  I  found  in  the  use  of  the 
shotgun  that  a  great  many  of  the  seals  that  were  killed 
or  wounded  were  htst,  and  that  those  that  I  secured  in 
the  Bering  Sea  were  nearly  all  females  that  had  given 
birth  to  their  young  and  were  in  milk.  Our  vessel  captured  about  400 
seals  at  a  distance  of  about  100  miles  from  the  Pribylov  Islands,  most 
all  of  which  were  cows  in  milk.    We  used  shotguns  uud  secured  about 
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two  Roala  out  of  five  that  we  shot.     About  onehulf  of  tliose  caujjht 
ah)ng  the  coast  wtM-e  fnll-j^rown  cows  witli  i)ups  in  thciii, 
a  few  were  incdiuin-si/cd   inah's,  and   tlie  rest  were   f,.,^J,;naiongc^^^ 
younger  seals  of  both  sexes.     I  have  never  caught  a 
fiill-growii  cow  ill  tiie  straits  or  aloiijn"  the  coast  that  did  not  have  a  pup 
in  her.     I  am  intimately  acquainted  with  tiie  coast  from  here  to  Bar- 
day  Sound,  and   1   Ivnow  of  no  place,    nor  have  not 
licard  of  any  i>la('e,  where    seals  come  to  land,  nor 
neither  do  I  believe  it  to  be  possible  for  them  to  have 
their  younj>'  in  the  water  or  on  the.  kelp  and  have  their 
pui)s  live.    Seals  are  not  as  ]»leiitiful  now  as  they  were 
l)efore  white  men  commenced  huntiiifjf  them  with  gnns 
around  here  some  six  or  st'ven  years  ago.     Tliey  are  more  shy  now  and 
it  is  much  nunv  diflicnlt  for  the  hunters  to  creep  up  and  spear  them 
than  it  was  a  few  years  ago.    If  they  keep  on  killing  them  with  the 

guns  *here  will  be  none  left  iu  a  little  while. 

ni.s 
Alferd  X  Irving. 

uiai'k. 

Witness: 

John  P.  MoGlinn. 
O.  E.  Gav. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  tliis  27tli  dav  of  April,  A.  D. 
1S1)2. 

[SEAL.]  CLAK'ENOE  P.  iiUOWN, 

Notary  Public  in  and/or  the  State  of  Washington. 


Deposition  of  Ishhi,  Mal'oh  Indian,  scaler. 

pelagic  sealing 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss: 

Ishka,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age  is  about  60 
years.  1  am  a  native  In«lian  of  the  Makah  tribe,  and  reside  on  the 
reservation  at  the  Neah  Bay  Agency,  in  the  State  of  Washington, 
United  States  of  America.  I  am  by  occupation  a  tishermaii.  1  have 
hunted  seals  along  the   coast  ever    since  I  was  old  . 

ciumgh  to  do  so.    I  have  always  used  spears  while  hunt-    '^'"■■"""^"■ 
iiig  the  seals  in  canoes.     I  have  hunted  seals  in  the  Straits  of  San  Juan 
de  Fuca,  40  or  50  miles  off  Cape  Flattery,  until  about  seven  years  ago; 
since  then  I  have  frecpieiitly  gone  as  far  south  as  the  Columbia  liiver 
and  to  the  northward  to  the  far  end  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  fully 
one  half  of  the  seals  we  catch  are  <'0ws  with  young  in 
them.    I  have  been  outsealiugoncethisyearaiKl  wc  cap-  „a!?t'Io« »'''*"'' ^'**^' 
tilled  three   seals;   one   of  which,  in  dividing    them 
up,  became  mine.     The  one  J  got  was  a  full-grown  cow  with  a  jiuj)  in 
it.    In  the  months  of  January  and  F«'brnary  the  pups  in  the  cows  are 
so  small  that  one  will  not  notice  whether  the  cow  is  pregnant  or  not 
unless  he  cuts  her  open,  but  later  on  in  the  season  it  may  be  observed 
without  cutting  them  open.     1  have  never  killed  a  cow  on  the  coast 
that  had  given  birth  to  her  ]m\)  and  was  giving  milk, 
nor  have  I  ever  seen  a  pup  born  the  same  year.    Seals  ^„]!^[""^ ''""'  "'' '"' 
do  not  haul  out  upon  the  land  along  the  coast  and     >'"t  born  in  water 
breed,  nor  do  they  give  birth  to  theii'  young  in  the  *" ""  "  ^' 
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water  or  upon  tbc  kelp.     1  think  a  pup  born  in  tlic  water  or  upon  kolp 
would  sink  and  die.     Years  a;^<>  wv  could  see  seals  all  ovc^r  the  water. 

Magic  birth  impo«.   '^^^^'y  '^^'^'  "<'t  «'>  l>'«'"lilMl  uow.     Tlie.v  liavc  been  ;;row- 
siidi'.  in;;  less  and  less  ever  since  the  white;  man  came  in  and 

DuiTcase  bc;,'an  to  hunt  them  witli   ^uns,  al)out  six  or  seven 

year«  ago,  and  so  many  vessels  went  into  the  business. 

IfcjiiKA  (his  X  mark). 
Witness: 

•loiiN  r.  ISFcGLINN. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
18!)L5. 

[SEAL.]  CLARENCK    I*.  r>KOWN, 

Notary  Puhlifi  in  and  for  the  ISlatc  of  \V<tsliintj(on. 


Deposition  of  Sclwisk  Johnson,  Mahah  Indian,  scaler. 

PELAUIU   SEALING. 
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State  of  Wasiiinoton, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss:  \ 

Selwish  Johnson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  about 

30  years  old;  am  a  native  ^lakah   Indian,  and  reside 

Exporience.  ^^  S;^^.^^^   j^.^^^  ^^^^   ^,|^.   Indian   Reservation,  State  of 

Washington,  United  States  of  Amerit  a.  ]My  occupation  is  that  of 
hunting  and  lishing.  I  have  been  en!.',aged  in  catching  seals  ever 
since  I  was  ohl  enough  to  do  so,  aud  have  always  hunted  with  a 
spear.  In  forn  r  years  we  used  to  hunt  in  the  Straits  of  San  Juan  de 
Fuca,  and  in  the  summer  around  Cape  Flattery,  but  lor  the  last  few- 
years  we  have  had  to  go  farther  to  get  them,  and  now  Ave  hunt  from 
Columbia  Eiver  to  Barclay  Sound.  We  put  our  eauoes  and  spears  on 
board  of  a  schooner,  and  go  out  from  10  to  (iO  miles  ott"  Cape  Flat- 
tery. Have  been  out  this  season,  and  caught  thirteen 
seals  around  Cape  Flattery,  seven  of  which  had  pu]>s 
in  them,  the  balance  being  young  seals,  ..bout  one-half 
each  of  male  and  female.  We  lose  but  very  few  seals 
that  we  hit  with  a  spear.  In  all  of  my  ex])erience  as 
a  seal  hunter  1  have  ca])tured  but  one  or  two  old  bulls. 
I  am  unable  to  distinguish  a  male  seal  from  a  female 
^  ,     ,     ^       seal  while  at  a  distance  in  the  water.     I  have  never 

Dti  not  limil  out  on  ,  •  'n        i  xi  j.  n 

coiist.  oijiivoi.iithto  caught  a  cow  m  nnlk  along  the  coast,  nor  a  small  pup 
>•"""«  *"  waiuioroi.   ^|,.,(.  i,,,j  |,j>j,„  |j,,j.„  ^i,,,^  y^,.^y      StK\]s  do  iiot  haul  out 

u])on  the  laud  and  breed,  along  the  coast,  nor  give 

birth   to  their   young  in  the   Avater  or  on   the   kelp. 

About  six  years  ago  1  noticed  the  seal  herd  began  to 
decrease,  and  they  are  getting  less  each  year  ever  since  the  white 
hunter  came  about  here  and  ciuumeuced    killing    them  with  guns. 

They  kill  and  wound  a  great  many  that  they  do  not 
WastoofUfe.  get.    I  havo  speaicd  a  great  many  seals  that  had  shot 

in  them.    They  are  \  cry  scarce  uow,  and  very  wild 


Siuxcss 
Bpoar. 


with    tlio 


Spx    iiiilistinpiiish 
ablo  in  tlio  water. 


kolp. 


Decrease. 
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;M1(1   (lifllcult  to  Ciltcll.       ir   Iimitt'd  with  ffUIlS   tllOV  will        Appmr   off    Cnpo 

all  soon  1.0  <l('stn.yo<l.     Heals  appciirotl'  Capo  I'liittory  rmrj«ini.U!*'ami'ur" 
in  Docoinhor  and  January,  aiid  nearly  all  of  them  are  K'niriiyjuii'i. 
gone  by  the  lirst  <>i'  Jnly. 

Selwisii  X  Johnson. 

uiark. 

Witnesses: 

.John  P.  MoGunn. 
0.  K.  (tw. 

Siibscrihod  and  sworn  to  boforo  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 

[SEAL.]  Clat{kn<!k  p.  Brown, 

H^otary  riihlic  in  and  for  the  tState  of  Washington. 


J)eposition  of  James  lAfihlhonse,  MaVah  Indian  scaler. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 


State  of  Wasiiinoton, 

(Jountf)  of  (jlallam,  ss: 

.lanios  Jiiyht house,  beinj;'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  am  a  na- 
tive Indian  of  Makah  tribe,  and  reside  at  Jieah  Bay,  on  the  Indian  Ke- 
seivation,  in  the  State  of  Washington,  United   States  of  America.     I 
am  ab<mt  55  years  of  aj^e,  and  my  occnipation  is  that  of 
hunting'  and  fishing.     1  am  the  owner  of  the  seliooner      Experience. 
(J.  C  rcrldns.  1  havebeei'  engaged  in  sealing  and  fish-      o.  g.  rerHnn. 
ing  ever  since  1  was  old  enough  to  do  so.     J  have  al- 
ways liunted  seals  willi  the  spear,  and  have  never  used  the  gun  or  been 
in  Bering  Sea.    1  have  always  sealed  in  the  Strait  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca, 
and  around  Capc^  Flattery,  and  up  and  down  the  coast  from  Jiarclay 
S()un<l  to  the  Columbia  l?iv(?r.    I  commenced  going  North  to  Barclay 
Sound  about  ten  years  ago.    Seals  are  not  nearly  so     pecreasc 
l)lentifal  now  as  they  used  to  be.    About  seven  years 
ago  white  men  commence<l  to  hunt  seals  in  this  vicinity  with  guns, 
since  which  time  they  liave  Ix'cn  decreasing  in  numbers  and  have  be- 
come wild  and  hard  to  catch.    1  am  intimately  awpiainted  with  the 
bays  and  coast  from  here  to  Barclay  Sound,  and  I  know  of  no  place  ou 
the  coast,  neither  have  1  heard  of  any,  where  seals 
haul  out  upon  the  land  and  give  birth  to  their  young, 
nor  do  1  believe  that  they  give  birth  to  their  young  in 
the  water  or  <m  the  kelp.    Of  all  the  seals  ca[)tured  by 
me,  about  one-half  of  them,  1  think,  were  cows  with 
puj.s  in  them,  and  it  is  very  seldom  that  1  have  ever  caught  a  full- 
grown  cow  that  was  barren  or  did  not  have  a  pnp  in     ,,    ,  ,.    ..       , 

"  IT-  1  .  ,  Ono-IinU    01     seals 

her;  nor  have  J,  ui  my  long  experience,  caught  a  cow  taUeu  aro  pieguant 
that  was  in  milk,  or  that  had  recently  given  birth  to  '"""• 
her  young.  I  seldom  ever  kill  an  old  bull,  for  there  are  but  very  few 
of  them  that  mingle  with  the  herd  along  the  coast.  I  am  unable  to 
tell  a  male  seal  from  a  female  while  in  the  water,  unless  it  be  an  old 
bull  with  a  long  wig.  Seal.s  are  not  as  plentiful  and  are  more  shy  than 
they  used  to  be,  and  are  more  difficult  to  catch,  be- 
cuuse  they  have  been  hunted  so  nuich  for  the  last  five 
or  six  years  with  guus. 


Do  not  haul  up  on 
coasi 

Aro  not  born  in  tlie 
water  or  on  kolp. 


Decrease. 
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TESTIMONY 


My  tribe  used  to  Lniit  exclusively  in  canoes,  aud  did  not  go  many 

„    ,.    ,    ,  „         miles  iVoiu  the  ('a|)e,  but  iu  the  hist  t(UM»r  twi'lvc  vciirs 

a  j>()od   many  ot  tlie  hunters  ptit  then-  canoes  on  tlie 

small  schooners,  owned  l)y  some  of  us,  and  we  j-o  farther  out  into  tlie 

sea,  and  from  the  (Johimbia  Uiver  to  lian^lay  Soinid,  to  hunt  seals. 

Unless  we  use  guns  we  will  have  to  stop  huntiuf;"  them,  for  ti.ey  are 

w   to  frfp  gettiiij;"  so  wild  we  can  not  catch  many.     J  know  that  a 

ftieat  nmny  nuist  be  lost  by  the  white  hunters,  tor  a.  j^reat 

many  that  I  catch  have  sliot  in  them,  and  sonu'-  are  badly  woundt-d. 

The  first  seals  appear  in  the  strait  and  on  the  coast  about  the  last  of 

,,.     ..      ,     ,     Becend)er  and  feed  alon<(  the  coast,  and  seem  to  be 

workinj;;  slowly  to  the  luu'th,  untu  about  the  middle  ot 

June,  at  Avhich  tinuj  the  cows  are  pretty  much  all  f;one,  but  the  smaller 

seals  remain  until  about  the  middle  of  July.    1  sehlom  see  an  old  bull, 

and  when  I  do  he  is  nuich  farther  front  land,  and  it  is  early  in  the 

B(!ason. 

Formerly,  we  used  to  hunt  seals  for  food  and  sold  the  skins  to  traders 
for  $2  or  $;{  each,  but  for  the  last  few  years  we  have 
been  fi'ctting  big;  ])i'lces  for  the  skins  and  we<'atch  all 
we  can  without  regard  to  size  or  sex.  Ten  years  a};'o 
I  seldom  saw  a  white  hunter  sliootiufj  seals,  but  now 
tlie  sea  is  full  of  them  and  they  are  hanging;  away  all 
the  time,  getting  some  but  killing'  and  wounding  a 
great  many  they  do  not  get. 

liiH 

James  x  LiGilynousE. 

mark, 

Witness: 

John  P.  MoGltnn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  tin's  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 

[L.  S.]  CLABENfiK  P.  BliOWN, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  /State  of  Washington. 


]'ii('«H  (if  sliiim. 

IndiscriniiDate  kiU 
lug. 

Waste  of  life. 


Deposition  of  Osly,  Mal;ah  Indian  scaler, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

State  or  Washington,  «* 

County  of  Chdiam,  ss: 

Osly,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  native  Malvah 

Indian,  and  reside  on  the  Indian  reservation  at  Neah  Bay,  in  Clallam 

County,  State  of  Washington,  United  States  of  America.    1  am  about 

28  years  old,  and  am  a  fisherman  and  hunter  by  occupa- 

Experieiice.  tion.    I  liavc  been  engaged  at  seal  hunting  along  the 

coast  for  the  last  ten  years.    At  first  I  hunted  in  large 

canoes,  but  soon  commenced  to  go  hunting  in  schooners.    I  have  sealed 

all  along  the  coast,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  Hiver  to  the  passes 

^   ,  ,      ^,    ,       leadingintotheBeiiiigSca,anddonotknowof anvidace 

Seals  do  not  liaul  up  .."^  .,  1,1         i  jii        1    "  l~,      ■, 

on  coast,  and  are  not  Oil  the  coast  Miicie  scals liaul  out  upou  the  land.    Seals 

keiip. '°  ^^^"'^  ""^  °"  *^^  "*^^  ^^^'^  birth  to  their  young  in  the  water  nor  on  the 

kel]).    About  six  years  ago  I  went  to  Bering  Sea,  as  a 

favoriu,  1886.         a  huutcr,  Oil  tlic  Sealing  schooner  Favorite,  McClean, 

master. ,  She  carried  one  stern  boat  and  ten  canoes j 
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VhalUnytr,  IPW 


Catili  nioitly  nuT«- 


WO  ciiittiinMl  jibont  1,7(M»s(';iIs.  Tiiost   :ill  of  wliitli   were   .  •'"•«''  "Kmti.v  vrr« 

I  ■     ■  -ii  nil  •       -i  I'   i  1  I  Hunt  iir  iiurHiiiKL'owfi. 

«'(>\v  seals   •••iviii;^'  milk.      I  lie   iiiii.|orit\ ol   Hit'  seals  we 

eaiiiilit  III  the  Ueiiii;;  Sea  were  cows  tuat  had  ;;iven  hirtli  to  their  young. 

We  eai>tnreil  these  at  a  distance  ol   al»out   1(M>  miles  away  fr(»iii  tiio 

l'ril»ylo\   Islands.     \Vc  used  the  sinar  move  than  the  j,miii.  and  seeuied 

neiiriy  all  of  them  that  we  hit  with  it,  hut   lost  a  i;i«>at 

many  seals  that  we  shot;  we  prefer  to  use  the  sitear, 

because  in  so  d(»iiiji;'  we  do  not  lose  so  many  nor  lii^ihteii  them  away. 

About  foui'  years  aj^o  I  went  to  lieiin.u'  kSea  as  a  hunter  in  the  seal- 
ing schoon«'r  C'linllrnf/cr,  Williams,  master.  She  <'arried 
boats  and  one  canoe.  There  were  thiee  white  men  in 
each  boat  and  (wo  Indians  in  tlie  canoe.  VV«' caught 
al'.out  2.(K)(>  seals,  most  of  wlii<'h  were  cows  in  milk. 
The  wjiite  hunters  who  used  guns  in  the  Ilering  Sea 
were  banging  away  at  the  seals  sometimes  all  day  long,  and  they  woidd 
los<' a  great  many  of  those  that  Ihey  had  shot.     I  do  not  think  tliat 

they  brought  to  the  schooner  one-half  of  those  that  (hev      ,..    ,    ,,., 
1  Ml     1    1.  ji  •  !•  ii  XI     i  ii  11        'i       \V n»to (II  lire, 

killed,  to  say  not  lung  ot  those  that  tiiey  wounde<l  and 

got  away.     I  am  unable  to  tell  the  sex  of  the  seal  while  it  is  in  the  water, 

unless  it  be  an  old  Imll  with  a  l(»ng  wig. 

In  ISSl)  1  again  went  to  the  sea,  in  the  schooner -/rtwjc*  G.  Siran.    Seals 

were  not  so  thick  in  the  sea  that   year  as  they  were 

alxmt  four  years  previous  to  tliat  tim'e.     Seals  are  like-      Jame»G.suan,m9 

wise  rapidly  decreasing  all  along  the  coast.     1  have      Decrease. 

iievi'r  killed  an  old  bull  or  bai-ren  cow  along  the  coast, 

neither  have  1  killed  a  cow  in  milk  along  the  coast,  or  anywhere  else 

than  in  the  leering  Sea.    Small  black  )iu])sarenot  seen  in  the  water  along 

the  (roast.     Seals  first  ai)i)ear  oil'  Cape  Flattery  about 

the  Istof  .lanuary,  and  i)ass  on  ui»  the  coast  and  begin   eoast^ '"""""''''    ^ 

to  disa])pear  in  ,Iune,  the  old  cows  leaving  first,  and 

about  the  last  of  .lune  they  are  all  gone, 

OsLY  (bis  X  mark). 

Witness: 

C.  I*.  Bkown, 

John  r.  Mc(tLinn. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  B.  1892 

[L.  S,]  ClAKKNCE   1*.  IJROWN, 

Koiary  Vuhlicin  and  for  flic  Statatf  Wanhhujton, 

rcsUlituj  at  rurt  Angeles,  Wash. 


Deposition  of  Wilson  Parlrr,  Tndian  scaler, 

IIAIUTS  PEI.ACilC  SEALING, 


State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss: 
Wilson  Parker,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says; 
Makah  Indian  and  live  on  the  reservation  at  ]Neah  l»ay, 
ington.  United  States  of  America,  and  am  by  occupa- 
tion a  hunter  and  fisherman,     1  have  been  engaged  in 
seal  hunting  for  about  eighteen  years;  the  first  eight 
or  ten  years  I  used  to  go  as  a  steerer-man  in  large  cauoes,  three  men  in 


I  am  a  native 
State  of  Wash- 


Experience  Indian 
gealing. 
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n  ciiTioo,  iitid  flic  lii<li:insiii  tlM'ciiiKic  used  spciiis.     VV('liimf«'(l  lOdi-la 
iiiih's  ttirslioic  iiiiil  iihoiit  the  siiiiK'  distinirt'  iKtitli  iind 
?.-niineoii..,mHi.       ^^^,|j,,  nl<"n|M-  Flii  1 1  ci'.v.     1  iiscl  to  limit  lor  Mills  ill  tiio 
Stiiiits  of  Sail  .IiiJiii  <!('  I'lK'ii.  hut  of  liiti' M'iii  s  liavc  iinl  duiu' s(»  Itcciiiiso 
IIm'  seals  do  iiol  roiin'  into  I  lie  stiaits  niiy  iiiorc.     Diiiiiij;'  the  last  viaUt 
oi'  ten  .years  1  liavc  Ikcii  liimtiii;^  seals  in  .Miialici'eaiioesand  were  taken 
laifliei' out  to  sea  by  seliooneis  tliat  would  (Miry  ten   or   lift«'en  small 
eaiioes,  eaeli  (Miioe  niaiine(l  hy  t\\o  Indians.     I  liave  seale(l  in  that  man- 
ner all  the,  way  aloii^  the  coast  iVoni  the  ('olnnil)ia   Jiiver  to  the  iippei- 
eiid  ol'  the  N'aiieonver  Island   and   have  never  seen   a 
J.st.'""  '"'"'  "''  ""   I''"***'  "'""«'  *''•"'•'  ^vlit'i't^  the  seals  haided  out  upon   ;he 
land.     Seals  do  not  j^ive  birth   to  their  yonnj^  in   the 
water  nor  on  the  kelp.     1  never  saw  any  black  pups  in  the  water,  but 
we  used  to  catch  a  ;>reat  many  more  jiiay  ]iiips  than  we  do  noAV,  and   [ 
have  never  captured  any  cows  ahtnj;'  the  co;ist  that  •were  j;ivin<j  milk 
and  that  iiad  ^iven  liirtii  to  their  younin'  that   year.     I   never  have  cap- 
tured any  full  jfiown  cows  on  the  coast  tliat  were  bar- 
^i.^in  S'"''''''''"    icn,  and  "seldom  se«' any  old  bulls  andean  not  tell  tho 
sc\  ol'a  seal  in  tin'  water. 
Seals  are  very  much  more  scarce  than   tlu'y  wt're  when   I  bejjau   to 
seal   ill  schooners.     1  never  see  any  more  bi^"  herds 
'''''"'""'  like  1  used  to,  and   it  is  mueh  more  ditlicuit  t(»  <;et  to 

tliem  now  than  in  lot  iiier  years.  They  have  jiot  wild  and  shy,  Ix'cause 
they  have  bet'n  hunted  too  much  with  fiuns.  I  have  been  out  seal- 
iiiii'  this  year  and  cauj;ht  HI  seals;  5  oi"  theiii  were  liilliurown  cows 
that  had  jiups  in  them.  'i'h(!  icst  were  yonnj;'  seals  about  -  years 
Old,  both  male  and  lomale.  excejitiiif;'  1,  and  Wiat  was 
a  prey  pu]».  The  seals  first  appear  in  tiiis  vicinity 
about  the  1st  of"  .lanuary,  and  piiss  aloiiin  uji  the  coast  in  -luiie  and 
tluly.  The  cows  most  all  disappear  in  flune  and  the  younyer  seals  a 
little  later. 

,  ,     ,  ,  ,        I  have  always  hunted  with  a  spear  and  never  with 

llns  not  liuntptt  in  ,    i       '  ,  •       n       •  li 

Bering  Sen.  ^  guu,  aud  luive  never  been  in  liernig'  Sea. 

his 

Wilson  x  Parkee. 

mark. 

Witness*  s: 

Join.  p.  McGlinn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mc  on  tliis  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1S!>2. 
[seal.]  Cr.ARi:x<'E  P.  Brown, 

Ifotary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washimjton. 


MiL'raMcm. 


!  M 


Deposition  of  Clitstoqua  I'etersoii,  cleric  of  trader. 

pelagic  SEALING. 


State  of  Washington. 

Comity  of  ClaUam,  ss: 


Chestoqua  Peterson,  beinj^f  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  Tarn  24  yoara 
of  age,  and  am  the  son  of  Peter  Brown,  the  chief  of  the  Makah  Indians. 
1  reside  at  >feali  Bay,  Clallant  County,  State  of  Wash- 
Experience,  ington,  United  States  of  America.    I  am  by  occupa- 
tion a  clerk  in  the  trader's  store  here,  aud  I  speak  the 
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F-iigli^li  limjLriiii;;*'  well.  iukI  ciiii  iiilcrprct  tlic  (Miiiiook  and  Indiiin  Ian- 
jiiiiiui's.  Ihiiiitj;' llic  liist  cii^lit  yiais  1  li;iv<' Ix'cii  oii;iii;;c(l  in  luiyiii;; 
iiiid  liaiidliii;^  .seal  liirs  Inr  my  cmiiiIon  i  r  :it  N\'ali  I'.ay.  1  assort  tlif  I'lirs 
iiitodillcrt'iit  classes  ami  i|iialilifs  and  n--ually  divide  tlieiii  into  tour 
jfiades — liist.  see(»iid.  tliird,  and  lomtli. 

Tlie  lirst  ehiss  is  composed  most ly  oT  the  skins  of  fidl  {jrowii  eows. 
]  <lislin;^nisli  the  skins  ol'  males  from  those  of  cows  because  tlio  skins 
of  the  eows  lia\(' wliite  whiskers  and    these  of  nndes 

1     1  1        ...1     •      1  (.'IllMMCH     of  NkiriH. 

black  wiiiskers. 

The  second  (lass  !  place  the  skins  of  youii<>'er  seals  that  are  2  years 
old  and  over.  Tiiey  all  iia\i'  Itlack  whiskers,  both  male  and  female, 
evcept  i)erhaps  a  few  seals,  \vh(»se  whiskers  are  be^iintdn;;'  to  turn 
white. 

The  third-class  I  ])lare  theskinsof  all  seals  that  are  less  than  2  years 
old,  excepting;'  the  ^iray  i)Ups. 

The  fourth  class  1  ])nt  the  u  ray  imps. 

Th(^  third  and   tonrth  cla-ses  are  about  half  male  and  half  female. 
About  one  third  oi' all  the  skins  taken  iiere  are  fjraded  as  first-class 
skins,  and  are  mostly  female  skins.     In  former  years  the  Indians  would 
take  a  j^reater  propni  lion  of  pui)s  than  they  do  now.     I  know  this  be- 
cause of  the  skins  that  are  olfered  lor  sale  now.     In  the 
schooner  •/itiiiiK  (I,  .S'/(vn/ this  year  the  lndians<'a])tured        •'''<''>■■*<'• 
JDS  skins,  and  amon^   the  wliole  lot  there  were  only  L'  skins  of  pui)S. 
'i'lie  seals  taken  far  otf  the  shore  are  I'.irui'r  than  thos«^  caught  near  tiie 
coast  or  in  llie  straits.     'I'here  are  not   as  many  s' al 
skins  olfen^d  foi'  sale  now  as  in  former  years,  smd   last     James a.sirau.mf'. 
year  our  i)eoi>le  eaunht  less  than  oue-eiyhth  of  what 
they  used  to  prior  to  ISSO. 

CHESTOQITA  rr/IKHRON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  heforc  me  on  this  L'Tth  day  of  Ai)ril,  A.  D. 
iSiH'. 

[JSEAL.]  ClAIJI;N<"K    I*.    IlKOWN, 

Notary  PuhJic  in  and  for  the  iSlatc  of  Wanhiuyton. 


BcpofiiHon  n/.Jnln;  Tifsuni^  MaVah  Indian  {sealer). 


'■■'iti  <J 


HABITS.      PELAGIC     SEALING. 

State  of  WAsiiiNciTox, 

County  of  ClaUani,  ss: 

John  Tysum.bein.u'  <luly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  T  am  al)ont  20  years 
old.     1  am  a  native  Indian  of  theMakah  tribe;   i  reside, 
on  the  reservation  at  the  >;eah  l>ay  Ajicncy.     1  am  by      Experience. 
occupation  a  hunter  and  lisherman.     i  have  been  en- 
pi^ed  in  huntinu'  seals  ever  since  1  was  oM  enough.    In 
JiSiSlJl  ent«M'ed  the  IJerinji'  Sea  in  the  schooner  J<n//r.v  G. 
Siran.     I  was  never  there  before,  niU'  have  I  been  t".;ere 
since.     About  two  years  a^o  I  began  to  hunt  seals  with 
the  shotgun,  but  Ihavealwayscarricda  spear  in  my  canoe,  and  friMpiently 
use  it.    i  have  sealed  iip  and  down  the  coast  in  eanoes  between  De- 
struction Island  and  tlu^  north  end  of  Vancouver  Island.     In  latter 
years  I  have  gone  seal  hunting  in  schooners  that  carried  Indian  eanoes. 
Generally  each  eanoe  is  manned  by  three  Indians,  one  of  which  carries 
a  spear.    When  a  seal  or  a  school  of  seals  are  sighted  the  canoe  is  low- 
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Miurntion. 


Prugnaiil  I'uuiiiluH, 


Do  not  liaiil  >ip  on 
coimt. 


W'asti'  of  lit'.'. 


]iiriiiu 


erod  iiiid  tlic  TndiiiTis  ^o  toward  tlic  seal  and  try  to  capture  tV.cvii,  and  at 

niglit  wo  rctuiii  to  tlic  sdioojM'r  witli  oni'  catcli.     The  seals  are  jdaeed. 

on  board  the  scliooiier  and  skiinicd,  soinctinics  the  carcasses  are  thrown 
into  the  sea,  and  sometimes  they  are  saved  for  food. 
Seals  ai»i)ear  on  the  coast  about  the  last  of  December, 

and  they  are  nearly  all  <^one  up  north  by  tho  middle  of  July. 
About  half  the  se;ils  can{>ht  al<Mi}«-  the  coast  are  cows  that  have  white 
whiskers  and  havei)upsiu  them.  A  j^ood  many  young 
males  and  females,  from  1  to  2  years  old  are  cap- 
tured. They  all  have  black  whiskeis,  I  have  never 
killed  any  old  bulls  along  the  coast,  but  have  killed  a 
very  few  large  cows  late  in  the  season  that  were  bar- 
ren. Seals(lo  not  iiani  out  upon  theland  alongthe  coast 
and  give  birth  to  their  young;  nor  do  they  breed  OTi 
the  kelp  or  in  the  water.     I  get  most  all  the  seals  that 

I  hitwMth  the  s])ear.     I  lose  about  one-half  of  those  I  shoot  with  a  gun. 

Jf  I  kill  a  seal  right  dead,  it  sinks  almost  as  (piick  as  a  rock,  and  if  it 

is  slightly  wounded  they  run  away  ami  are  lost. 

.1  iiave  capturcfl  a  great  many  seals  with  the  s])ear,  and  found  shot 
in  them.  J  have  never  cai)tuied  any  cows  in  milk 
along  the  coast,  but  Avhen  in  the  Bering  Sea,  in  1S8!),  I 
sealed  oft'  about  110  miles  fnmi  the  seal  islands  and. 
caught  cows  in  milk  there.  During  the  last  ;">  or  0 
years  seals  have  decreased  in  numlters  very  rapidly.  A 
great  many  of  the  white  men  are  poor hunteis, and  lose 
a  great  many  <»f  the  seals  that  they  shoot.  TJiey  shoot, 
and  slioot,  and  shoot,  and  don't  get  any  seals'  and  that 
makes  them  wild,  so  that  an  Jndian  can't  get  lu^ar  them 
with  a  spear.     The  cow  seals  leave  the  vicinity  of  Cape 

Flattery  sooner  than  the  young  seals  do  and  are  ahnost  all  gone  in 

June,  but  I  have  killed  young  ones  as  late  as  July. 

Ills 

John  x  Tvsum. 

mark. 

AVitness: 

.John  P.  Mc'Clinn. 
C.  E.  (Uv. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  Apiil,  A.  1)., 
18!)2. 

[SEAL.]  ClAKENCK    P.   JiUOWN, 

Notary  Puhlk'.  in  and  for  the  iSlate  of  Wanhinyton. 
Deposition  of  Wdtkins,  Malctdi  Tn'lian  nculcr. 

rKLAGJC   SEALING. 

State  of  Wasiiinuton, 

Coitnfi/  of  Clallam,  ss: 

Watkins,  being  bnly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  That  I  am  a  native 

Makah  Indian,  and  reside  at  'Svnh  Bay  on  the   Indian  Reservation  in 

theState  of  Washington,  I'nited  States  of  America.     jMy  age  is  about35 

years,  and  I  am  a  hunter  and  lisherman  by  occupation. 

1  have  been  hunting  seals  all  my  life,  or  since  1  was  old 

I'revious  to  ten  years  ago  1  always  hunted 


Sialin^j;   in 
St-a. 


Di'iTP.aso. 


Wastr  of  life. 


Mifjration. 


Experience. 
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iseals  with  a  spear  in  a  huge  canoe,  and  from  20  to  30 


TAKEN   AMONG   THE    MAKATI    INDIANS. 


395 


:iii,  aiul  at 
ire  i)la(!od 
re  thrown 
I  for  food. 
)ec(^inber, 

liivewliito 
iiy  young 
[  are  cai)- 
Jive  never 
e  killed  a 
rt'cre  bar- 
^the  coast 
brood  on 
seals  that 
ith  a  gun. 
and  if  It 

und  shot 
s  in  ntilk 
in  188!),  I 
ands  and 
ist  r>  or  (> 
pidly.  A 
i,aiid  lose 
ley  shoot, 

and  that 
lear  them 
y  ol"  Cape 

gone  in 


'ysuM. 


1,  A.  D., 

nijton. 


native 
ition  in 
d)')at  3") 
ipation. 
was  old 
hunted 
KO  to3U 


i 


miles  around  Cape  Flattery  and  froni  (K)  to  KM)  miles  np  and  down  the 
coast.  Each  caiux'  carried  .'5  Indians,  an<l  J  was  the  spearman,  and 
generally  secured  about  all  of  the  seals  that  1  hit,  but  would  sometimes 
miss  them  and  they  would  swim  away.  In  iiunting  with  schocmers 
(biring  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  we  would  take  ten  or  lifteen  smalh'r 
canoes  on  board  and  go  u])  and  down  fhe  coast  from  the  UKuith  of  the 
("olunibia  River  to  the  upi)er  end  of  Vaiu-ouver  Island.  We  send  but 
2  men  out  in  the  small  canoe.    J  luive  always  used 


t, 


No  puns  tmiiil. 


SciilB  rot  bom 
watrr. 


DiMTi'ii.se. 

Trpi;iiiii)t 
tnkt'ii. 


fcmalcn 


le  si)ear  m  inmnng  tiie  seals  and  ncuu'  oi  \\w  Hunters     ouim  irife'iitcn  the 
that  went  with  me  ever  used  the  gun.    We  do  not  like  "''"'"• 
to  use  guns  because  it  scares  the  seals  awMy. 

I  do  not  kiu)w  of  any  ])lace  along  the  coast  where  the  seals  haul  out 
niion  the  land  and  give  birth  to  tlii'ir  yoang,  nor  can 
they  give  birth  to  their  young  in  the  wat^'r  or  (Ui  the 
kelp  and  hav(>  them  live.  Within  the  last  live  or  six 
years  the  seals  are  be(;oniing  fewer  and  fewer,  and  are 
wihl  aiul  shy  and  very  lu\rd  to  catch.  Most  of  the  seals 
captured  along  the  coast  are  cows  with])U]>sin  them, 
J  have  never  captured  any  cows  in  milk  or  that  had  given  birth  to 
their  young  that  year  on  coast,  and  1  do  n(»t  recollect  of  ever  hav- 
ing caught  an  old  bull.  The  seals  iirst  appeared  about  Moouii,iiii«iau.'iit 
the  cape  the  last  of  l)ecen)l)er,  and  the  grown  fcMuales  \^f^  ,,„,,j,,  ,),,,.,,„~|„.r 
all  leave  for  the  north  in  June,  but  we  kill  some  (»f  the  tiii.iunr. 
younger  seals  up  to  the  middle  of  duly,  and  then  they  leave.  1  have 
not  caught  any  gray  ]mi)s  this  year  and  have  never  hunted  seals  in  the 
IJering  8ea.  8o  many  sciiooners  an<l  white  nu'n  are 
hunting  them  with  guns  all  along  the  coast  that  they 
are  getting  all  killed  off. 

Watkins  (his  X  mark). 

Witness: 

C.   J\   TiTlOWN, 
doiiN   v.  M('(JLTNN. 

Subscribed  sw((rn  to  belbre  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 

[SEAL.]  CLAKENCK   P.   BUOWN, 

Notary  Fublic  in  and  for  flu;  State  of  Wosliinfflon, 

retfidiny  at  I'ort  Angtics,  \Vaiih. 


No  ;^ray  jiiijis  cuuglit. 
JCxtt'niiiiuition. 


Deposition  of  Charley  White,  Malah  Indian,  scaler. 

habits,    pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  W«siii>'',jton', 

Comity  of  Ctalhnti.  ss : 
Charley  White,  being  duly  sworn,  dcjioscs  and  says:  I  am  about  40 
years  old,  and  am  a  native  Makali  Indian.     1  reside  on 
the  Indian   Keservation  at  Neah  Uay,  State  of  Wash-      '  - 1''"'"'"- 
ington,   United    States   of  Americ^a.     1   am  by  occupation  a  luiiiier 
and  fishernmn,    and    have    ])een    so    engaged    all  my   life.     I    have 
hunted   seals  in  canoes  all  along  the  coast,  oetween   Orays  Harbor 
and   the   northern  end  of  Vancouver  Island.     Yeais 
ago  we  went  out  in  the  ocean  in  <'an.»es,  l)ut  in  later   i.i.lllJ'iV,","'''  "''  '"'"*" 
years  we  take  our  canoes  out  on  the  ocean  in  schooners 
and  then  hunt  seals  from  the  schooners.     Have  never  been  any  farther 
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Migration. 


uorth  than  Barclay  Sonnd.    I  have  ahvays  iisod  sponrs  in  hnnting  the 
seals,  and  very  .seldom  lose  one  1  hit.     While  out  hunt- 

pnKilfint'iInlur.'H.'^^*^  ^"ti  *^'''''*  y^'''^'  ^^^  caught  sixtecii  seals:  one-half  of  them 
wore  cows  with  pup,  the  lemainder  were  yearlings  and 
two  years  old,  of  both  sexes.  8eais  begin  to  appear  on  the  c(<ast  the 
latter  part  of  December,  and  they  are  almost  all  gone  by  the  10th  of 
.July.  The  cows  appear  to  leave  for  the  northward 
earlier  than  the  younger  ones.  While  out  seal  hunt- 
ing last  year  I  captured  a  lew  seals  that  the  white  hunters  had  wounded 
and  lost,  and  found  a  good  many  shot  in  their  bodies.  I  have  captured 
a  good  jiiany  seals  lately  that  had  bu»'kshot  in  them.  Seals  do  not 
haul  outon  land  at  Barclay  Sound  nor  along  the  coast, 
nor  do  1  tliiidv  they  give  birth  to  their  young  iu  the 
water  or  on  the  kelp. 
Seals  were  always  i»lenty  in  the  Strait  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca  and 
along  the  coast  until  the  white  hunter  came  here  and 
commenced  shooting  them  some  six  or  eight  years  ago. 
Since  th.it  time  they  have  decreased  very  rapidly. 

liis 

CuARLEY  X  White. 

mai'k 

Witness: 

John  I\  McGlinn. 

C.   JO.   (lAY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A. 
D.  18t»2. 

^SEAL,.]  CLAKKN(^E   r.   BR0\Vn, 

notary  Ihiblic  in  and  for  the  iState  of  Washington. 


SciiLs    not   born  in 
■wulur. 


DccronHfi. 


Deposition  of  Wispoo,  Indian,  scaler, 

HABITS.      PELAGIC   SEALING. 


State  of  W^ashington, 

County  of  CUtllam,  ss : 

Wispoo,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  native  Indian 
of  the  JNIakah  tribe,  and  reside  on  the  leservatum  at  Keah  Bay.    I 

am  about  35  years  old,  and  am  by  occupation  a  hunter 

xponcnce.  ^^^^^  fisherman.     I   have   hunted  seals  all  my  life,  or 

since  I  Avas  old  enough  to  do  so.     1  have  sealed  up  and  clown  the 

coast,  between  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  Itiver  and  the  uj)i)er  end 

of  the  Vancouver  Island  and  Barclay  Sound,     1  am  familiar  with  the 

bays  and  inlets  along  the  coast,  and  I  do  not  know  of 
co?ist.°"^  '"*"'  "'' ""  ^"y  place  on  the  coast  where  the  seals  haul  out  upon 

the  land  and  breed.    They  do  not  give  birth  to  their 

])ui)s  in  the  water  nor  on  the  kelp.     Sometimes  during  a  heavy  storm 

a  few  seals  will  be  driven  o!i  shore  for  a  short  tinu',  but  will  not  stay 

but  a  few  hours.     Until  about  eight  years  ago  1  used  to  catch  seals  in 

the  Straits  of  San  Juan  <le  Fuca,  but  for  the  last  two 
Scaling  in  Btra.tH.    ^j,  ^]„,^>,.  ^.^>,„,,^  ^i,,.^.  ,..,^.,.  i,^.^^,„  ^^^  ^^..^^.^^,  jj^  ^]^^^  f^traits 

that  we  do  not  try  to  hunt  them  any  more.  About  ten  years  ago  I 
commenced  hunting  seals  from  schooners,  using  snniller  canoes  than  I 
foinierly  did,  and  have  always  used  spears  in  hunting 
seals.    About  seven  or  eight  years  ago  schooners  came 
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in  with  wliite  men  who  used  shotguns,  and  have  gi'adually  increased  in 
number  and  size  of  vessels,  until  now  there  are  nearly  one  hundred 
sciiling  schooners  eligaged  in  sealing  along  the  coast. 

Seals  are  not  near  so  plentiful  as  they  were  seven  or  eight  years  ago. 
I  think  the  cause  of  this  is  that  they  have  been  hunted 
so  nuich  by  white  hunters,  m  ho  use  shotguns  andriHes. 
IMost  all  the  seals  caught  by  me  along  the  coast  were 
cows  tliiit  had  pups  in  them.  1  never  killed  a  barren 
cow  ar  one  that  was  in  milk,  and  have  never  seen  a 
black  puj)  in  the  water  along  the  coast,  but  used  to  cai)ture  a  great 
many  gray  pups,  but  this  year  1  have  not  seen  one.  Seals  lirst  appear 
olf  Cape  Flattery  aboiit  the  last  of  ])ecend)er.  The 
cows  seem  to  leave  first,  and  in  .luly  nearly  all  of  the 
seals  have  (lisai)i)eared.  I  am  famili;ir  with  the  west  coast  of  Vancou- 
ver Island,  and  have  been  in  Jhuclay  Sound,  Claycpiot  Sound,  and 
talked  with  the  Indians  there,  and  none  of  us  know  of  any  place  along 
the  coast  where  seals  haul  out  ui)on  the  land  and 
breed,  nor  have  1  heard  any  Indian  speak  of  such  a  ^o^,"."°*  '"'"'  "i'  "" 
place.  Seals  do  not  give  birlli  to  their  young  in  the 
water  nor  on  the  k(!lp.  Many  of  the  seals  I  have  s|)eared  had  shot  and 
bullets  in  them.  This  was  never  seen  before  until  about  eight  years 
ago,  and  now  it  is  a  fre(iueiit  occurrence. 

Wisroo  (his  x  mark). 
Witness : 

John  P.  McGlinn. 

0.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  w7th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[seal.]  Clakknok  p.  r>i;()WN, 

Notary  Fublic  in  and/or  tlie  iStat^  of  \Vat>hin<jton. 


Di'inmtion  of  llish  YuUa,  Malmh  Indian,  sealer, 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

Counttj  of  Clallani,  sh  : 
Hish  Yulla,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  about  HO 
years  old,  and  am  a  native  Indian  ol'  the  .Makali  tribe,  and  reside  on 
the  Neah  liay  Reservation,  in  the   county  of  Clallam,  State  of  Wash- 
ington, United  States  of  America.     1  have  b'cn  a  hunter  and   fisher- 
man all  my  life.     Years  ago  I  used  to  hunt  seals  in  the 
Straits  of  San  tluan  de  Fuca  in  the  winter  time,  and      Kxp.imuce. 
in  the  summer  time  I  would  hunt  them  in  canoes  fr(»ni 
10  to  L'O  miles  olf  Caite  Fhittery,  and  of  late  years  I   hunt  in  a  small 
canoe,  and  ])ut  it  on  a  sidiooner  an<l  go  up  and  down  the  coast  between 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  Ifiver  and  I't'.rciay  Sound.     1  have  always 
used  spears  in  hunting  tiie  seals.     I  iiave  l>een  out  on  the  Pacific  Ocean 
this  year  s«'al  hunting,  and   cangiit  three  seals;  they 
were  large  cow  seals,' and  had  pups  in  them.    One  anil  ar'o'lwe™''* '"'"'''''* 
two  year  old  seals  are  about  eiiually  male  and  female.   1 
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T)o  not  Imnl  up  or 
H'lve  Uirlb  tu  pui>M  uii 


Uourcase. 


have  never  seen  ji  young  black  pup  along  the  coast,  nor 
1  have  never  known  th<>,  scjil.s  to  haul  out  upon  the 
land  a]<»ng  this  coast  and  give  birth  to  their  young.  I 
never  killed  a  cow  in  milk  along  the  coast,  Within  the 
last  five  or  six  years  seals  liav«'  decreased  in  nund)er 
very  fast  and  are  be<M»niing  very  shy,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  creep  upon  them  and  hit  them  with  tlie  si)ear.  Years  ago,  the  heads 
of  seals  along  Hie  coast  would  stick  up  out  ot  the  M'ater  almost  as  thick 
as  the  stars  in  the  heavens,  but  since  the  white  man,  with  so  many 
schooners,  have  conn  ,  an«l  i)egan  to  shout  and  kill  tlicm  with  the  guns 
they  have  become  very  scarce. 

Almost  one  half  of  the  seals  I  catch  are  cow  seals 
ami  have  little  [)Ui>s  in  them.  The  cow  seals  are  the 
tirst  to  leave  the  (toast,  but  the  y<mug  seals  stay  longer 
here,  and  are  not  all  gone  until  in  .July. 

Hisii  YuLLA  (his  X  mark). 


Xi'iirl.v  50  per  cent 
.ire  pri'^iiaiit  t'ciiiiilcs. 

A\'li<«i    seals    leave 
coast. 


Witness: 

John  P.  McGunn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1«'.>2. 

[SEAL.]  ClAKENC'K    V.   UkoWN, 

Notary  I'lihlic  in  and  fur  the  iStatc  of  Washinylon. 


Deposition  of  ThonuiN  Zolnohs,  Malah  Indian,  scaler. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

State  of  WAsniNGTON, 

Comity  of  Clallam,  ss: 

Thomas  Zolnoks,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Iain  a  native 
JNIakah  Indian  and  reside  on  the  reservation  at  Neah 
IJay,  t>(ate  ol  Waslmigton,  United  States  ot  America. 
lamUl  years  old,  and  am  by  oceiipatioii  a  hunter  and  lisherman.  I 
have  been  engaged  in  hunting  seals  ever  since  I  was  0  or  10  years  old. 
Until  alioiit  ISSO  1  hunted  seals  in  large  canoes,  in  which  J  always  used 
the  spear.  In  the  hut  light  or  ten  years  1  have  liunted  for  seals  insmall 
canoes  <'airicd  on  scliooncrs,  and  sealed  off  Cape  Flattery  from  20  to  75 
miles,  and  as  far  south. is  the  (.'dlumbia  Ifiveraiid  north  u])  totliei)assage 
into  ilering  Sea,  but  have  ne\er  hniiled  tor  seals  in  those  waters.    About 

(tii.tiiii.i  oi  .ows  one-third  of  all  the  eows  I  eaugiit  along  the  coast  were 
cau-iitan  pri.-iuiiii.  cows  wit li  pu])s  ill  tliein;  ne\-er  caught  any  old  bulls, 
and  used  to  catch  more  gray  i)uits  than  1  do  now.  JMost  all  the  rest  of 
the  seals  I  caught  have  been  1  and  2  years  old,  and  are  about  e(|ually 
male  and  female.     1  never  have  seen  or  heard  ota  ]»lace  along  the  coast 

Do  not  iiaui  upon  wlu'ie  tlic  scals  liaul  out  iipoii  laiid.  J  never  have  seen 
•^^""'*'-  any  pui»s  borii  the  s  line  year,  nor  have  J   e\  er  caught 

any  cow  seals  on  the  coast  that  were  in  milk. 

Seals  are  niucli  scarcer  now  tlian  tiiey  used  to  be  six  or  eight  years 

„  ago.     Thev  used  to  go  ten  or  lil'teen  in  a   hunch,  but 

now  we  seltlom  see  more  than  two  or  tiiic  together. 

A  great  many  that  1  have  caught  in  the  last  thiee  or  four  years  have 
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The  sciils  first 


shot  in  tlicin,  and  many  llav(^  Ihhmi  badly  wounded. 
apiM'ar  oil'  tli<i  cape,  about  Christuia.s,  but  do  not  come 
in  the  straits  now  like  they  used  to,  and  they  are  very 
shy  and  wild.  They  ai>])ein'  to  be  jyassing  to  the  north- 
ward, up  the  coast,  and  in  duly  are  all  gone.  In  hunt- 
injj'  with  spears  I  eajjture  nearly  all  th.it  J  hit.  If  so 
many  white  hunters  kcej)  huntiiif;'  the  seal  with  shotj;uns  as  they  do 
now,  it  will  be  but  a  short  time  belbre  they  will  all  be  gone. 


A)ippiir  iiir  Cii])« 
Flat  tt'ry  ubuut  Chriiit- 
mart. 


An'  jiiiiic  ill  .Itily. 


his 

Thomas  x  Zolnoks. 

luark. 


Witness: 

C.   P.   IJliOWN. 

C.   I'ETEKSUN.  • 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  belbre  me  on  this  27th  dav  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 

[SEAL.]  ClAKKNCE  1\  BUOWN, 

iiotary  I'uhlic  in  and  for  the  State  of  Wanlungton. 


m 


1i 


TESTIMONY  TAKEN  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


Waato  of  lil'u. 


Dcpoisition  of  Charlea  Aihcir,  ii(<ihr  (Loiil-jnilkr). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

Citi/  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss  : 
Chillies  Adair,  Laving' been  duly  suoni.  ilejieses  and  says:  I  am  by 
oeeiipatioii  a  sailor.     1   leside  in   Tort  "^lov  ii^end.     J   liave  niaile  two 
sealing'  vovaiics  in  tlie  !Noith  I'acilie  and  Eerinjiyeaas 
seaman  and  boat  ]iiiller.     hi  16M)  1  uent  (»n  the  Amcii- 
Ja»;ie.s' u.AVnji.if-s!).  can  scluiont'i'  James  (I.  >S((7n;.  ajid  the  other,  in  liSOO,  in 
itonie  Ohen,i8i'0.      the  Ihitisli  sclioonei' i»Vy.s/<'  Ohsdt,  of  "which  C'ajitain  Mc- 
Lean was  master.     \V<' lelt  abtnit  the  1st  of  JNlaroh  in 
the  James  0.  iSa-an,  thv  \o}i\y:v  beiiii;'  made  abont  Cai'.e  I'lSittery,  the 
mouths  of  the  iStiails  of  Fuca  and  the  entranee  of  I'lijict  Soniid,  and 
-, ,    .       ,.       ,      Avere  tidne  about  six  weeks.     ^^  e  eanuht  about  185 
niaios  primiiii.ily  iu-  soals,  mostly  females  in  younj;',  and  we  killed  them 
''^'"-  while  Ihey  Avere  aslee])  on  the  water.     The  first  day  I 

hunted  we  killed  15,  and  used  rilles  and  shotguns,  but  we  used  the 
shotguns  mostly.    "VVe  secured  one  out  of  about  every 
live  that  we  shot  at  or  killed. 
The  Eos'ic  Ohen  left  Victoria  about  the  5th  of  March  and  went  down 
to  Neah  Bay,  <Iown  to  Cape  Flattery,  about  SO  mil<  s  south.    We  cruised 
around  there  ab(mt  live  weeks,  and  had  abont  -75  seals,  when  we  started 
north.     Then  Ave  Avent  to  Queen  ('hailotte  Sound  on  uji  io  tiie  liering' 
Sea.     We  entered  the  Uering  Sea  through  Muckiiwa 
Pass  about  the  1st  of  July,  and  commenced  hunting 
seals  wherever  we  could  find  them,  among  which  were 
a  great  many  cows  giving  milk.  Avhich  wo  killed  from 
^50  to  150  miles  from  the  islands.     We  had  a  row  on 
board  because  some  of  the  hunters  weie  green  hinuLs 
and  the  men  Avould  not  go  out  in  the  boats  Avitli  tiiem. 
They  took  the  hunters  out  of  our  boats  and  put  them 
into  the  other  boats  that  made  no  catch,  and  then  Ave  kicked  tiiat  they 
should  jnit  the  green  hunters  into  our  boats,  because  cverytliing  they 
Avould  shoot  Avould  sink  on  them  and  Avcne  lost.     We  cruise  d  around 
there  for  aAvhilo  and  llnally  the  captain   tii<tught  he  Avould   try  the 
islands.     We  got  8">0  a  month,  aiul  L'5  cents  from  the 
hunters  and  L.'5  cents  for  ciich  skin  olf  the  boat.     We 
refused  to  go  on  the  islands  on  those  terms,  as  Ave  did 
nor  care  to  take  the  risk  unless  li(>  ga\"r  us  .*1  .L*5  a  skin. 
The  captain  Avould  not  give  us  that,  so  avc  cruised  around  again  and  at 
lastAvecame  to  terms,  the  cai)tain  agreeing  to  give  us  $1  askiu.    Wethcu 
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went  over  toward  St.  Panl  Island,  but  were  driven  away  by  a  revenue 
cutter.  We  cruised  around  in  the  sea  till  the  hitter  paii  of  October, 
when  we  started  for  home.  Our  entire  catch  for  that  F,.,„i,ios,  percent- 
season  was  1,270  skins.  I  think  we  got  on  an  averaj;e  upoi. 
about  two  males  to  ten  femal<vs.  An  experienced  wusto  of  life. 
hunter  would  {jet  one  out  of  every  three  that  he  .shot  or  ,.„"li '"'"''  '"^i""'' 
killed,  and  a  yreen  liunter  would  gvt  about  one  (mt  of  iimitcr,  imximri- 
every  seven  or  eiylit  that  he  shot  or  killed,  '"'"''• 

CnAULES  Adair. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Gth  day  of  April,  A.  1).  1SI)2L 
[seal.]  Clement  Uenneit, 

Xoianj  I'uhlic. 


Deposition  of  Charles  -7.  Behloic,  furrier,  San  Francisco. 

pelagic  catch. 
State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Charles  J.  IJelilow,  beinj'-  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  reside  in  San 
Franci.sco,  State  of  ("alilninia,  and  .am  bv  occu])ation  ^, 
a  lur  merchant,  and  lia\  e  been  .so  en<;a<;'ed  i>ermanently 
for  the  last  thirty-live  years,  diiriiij;-  which  time  I  have  been  constantly 
handliiifj  larj^e  quantities  of  raw  fiii-.seal  skins  from  ull  d liferent  h)ca- 
tion.s,  and  can  readily  distin,niiisli  the  respective  quality,  si/e,  afje,  and 
sex.     On  May  7  of  this  year  1  examined  li'tB  salted 
fur-seal    skins,   ex-steamer    Umatilla    from    Victoria,   tho'(!Ca"S!i.'ih')]'.  "^ 
and  found  the  same  to  be  fresh  skins  taken  off  the 
animal  within  three  months.    They  were  killed  in  the  Xorth  racifK;. 
On  examination  I  found  they  were  the  skins  known  as  the  northwt'.st 
coa.st  seals,  and  beloii}'  to  the  herd  which  have  their     xr  .i      » 

1  i-i       \\   M  -1    i.'  r  1         1  riM       1    i.  i.    •        1   .>«/k        Northwuat     const 

rookery  on  the  rnhilot  Islands.     I  he  lot  contained  310  seals. 
skins  of  the  fur-.seal  cow  (matured).     From  the  shai)e     v     i    n 
ot  the  skin  most  all  or  these  eow.s  must  liave  been 
heavy  with  pup,  and  same  cut  out  of  them  wlH>n  captured.     Ijiyhteen 
skins  of  the  fur  seal  male  (matured).     Twenty-.scv(Mi  skins  of  the  fur- 
.seal  {;i'ay  pup,  from  (5  to  0  months  old;  sex  doubtful. 

()ii.lune2,  [  examined  7S  salted  fur-.seal  skins,  ex  steannH'    Walla 
Walla  from  Victoria,  and  found  the  .same  to  be  fresh 
skins  taken  (ttf  the  animal  within  three  months.     They 
wen^  killed  in  the  Xorth  Pacitic. 

On  examination  I  found  they  were  the  skins  known  as  the  North- 
west Coast  seals,  ami  belonji"  to  the  herd  which  have 
their  rookery  on  tiie  Pribilof  Islands.  Thelotc<»iitained  Northwest  Cast 
(»(»  skins  of  the  fur-seal  cow  (matured).  From  th(!  shape  "Sviriyiiiipre-nant. 
of  the  skin  most  all  of  these  cows  must  have  been 
heavy  with  pup,  and  same  cut  out  of  them  vheii  ca[)tured.  Fiv'e  skins 
of  the  fur-seal  male  (matured).  Seven  skins  of  the  fur-seal  gray  i»up, 
from  G  to  9  numtlis  old.     Sex  doubtful. 

On  June  7  1  examined  208  salted  fur  seal  skins  e\-  ;teamer  Umatilla 
from  V'ictora,  and  found  the  same  to  be  fresh  skins  taken 
off  the  animal  within  three  months.  They  were  killed 
in  the  Xorth  J'acilic.  On  examination  1  found  they 
wei'(^  the  skins  known  as  tlu'  Northwest  ('oast  seals, 
and  Ih'Ioiijj  to  the  herd  which  have  their  rookery 
on  the  L'ribilof  Islands.  The  lot  contained  212  skins 
2716— VOL  U ^26 
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of  tho  fiirsoal  cow  (insitiin'd).     From  the  sliapo  of  tlio  skin  most  all  ol 

th<;s(' cows  iimst  Iiavt3  been  Iica\y  with  pup  and  same  ciit  ont  of  thcni 

wlicn  (Mptnred.     lOh'vcn  slcins  of  tlic  tnr  seal  male  (niatnn'd).     l-'orty- 

livc  sl<ins  of  tlic   far  seal  {i'lay  pup,  from  0  to  5)  months  old.     Sex 

doubtful. 

On  the  same  date  I  also  <>xamined  12-1:  salted  fur-sealskins  vxUma- 

..rr    ,-.,    .,^n.       ////'MVoui   Vlctoria,  and  found  the  sanu;  to  be  fresh 

skins  taken  on  theaniiuiu  within  three  months.     1  hey 

were  killed  in  the  North  Pacific.    On  exandnation  1  found  they  were 

the  skins  known  as  the  Northwest  Coast  seals,  and  be- 

^Nmtinv..st  Coast  i„„j,.  f„  fi,,^  held  wldcli  luive  rookcry  on  the   I'libilof 

Islands.     The  lot  (iontained  !K3  skins  (d"  the  fur-seal  cow 

(unitured).     Froiu  the  shai)e  of  the  skin  most  all  of  these  cows  must 

^.     ,    ,,  .    have  been  heavy  with  itui)  and  same  cut  out  of  them 

when   (tajdured.     iMlteen   skins  ot   the   tur  seal  male 

(matured).    Sixteen  skins  of  the  fur-seal  j;ray  pu[),  from  (» to  9  months 

old.     Sex  doui)tful. 

1  notice  on  examiinn<i- seals  cau,i>ht  this  sprinj;- that  there  is  a  lack 

of  the  laryer  size  of  ])roductive  animals,  and  the  lots 

Size  of  seals  tiimiii-   „„,stlv  coiitaiu  the  skiiis  of  the  medium-sized  seals, 

isliiug.  •■-•.14..)  V 

running  trom  2  to  o  years  or  age. 

Ciis.  J.  Beiilow. 
Suhseribed  ami  sworn  to  before  me  this  21th  day  of  rlune,  A.  I).  18'j2. 
[SEAL.J  Clement  Bennett, 

2^'oiu)y  L'ublic. 


Bcxnmtion  of  Charles  J.  Bchloio,  furrier,  San  Frauciaoo. 

PELAGIC  CATCU. 

State  of  California, 

Citij  and  (Jounty  of  San  Francinco,  ss: 

Charles  J,  Behlow,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  re- 
.  side  in  San  Francisco,  State  ol' California,  and  itm  by 

•.xpt'i uMuo.  occupation  afar  merchant,  and  iiave  been  so  i'Ugaged 

])ermanently  f(U'  the  last  thirty-tive  years,  during  which  time  I  have  been 
constantly  handling  large  quantities  of  raw  fur-seal  skins  from  all  dif- 
ferent locations,  and  can  readily  distinguish  the  respective  quality,  size, 
age,  and  sex. 
On  July  13, 1802, 1  examined  1,342  salted  fur-seal  skins,  ex-schooner 
Kxain'iiipd  catch  of  -^^""""  "«^'  Loiiinc  froiu  tlic  North  Pacitic  Ocean,  and 
found  same  to  l)e  fiesh  skins  taken  oft'  the  animal  with- 
in four  months.  They  w<'re  killed  in  the  North  Facific. 
On  examination  1  find  they  were  the  skins  known  as 
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wliich  have  the' .rookery  on  the  Fribylov  Islands.  Tho 
lot  contained  four  skins  of  the  fur-seal,  large  bulls 
(bleeding  bul.s),  123  ^kiiis  of  the  fur-seal,  male  (mostly 
matured),  IKS  skins  of  the  fur  seal,  gray  pup,  less  than  one  year  old,  sex 
doubtful;  1,112  skins  )f  tie  tur-seai,  cow  (mostly  matured).  From 
theshapc(.  the  skin  most  all  tlu^se  cows  must  have  been 
heavy  with  pup,  and  same  cut  out  of  them  when  cap- 
tured. CiiAKLi;s  J.  Beiilow. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  t)efore  me  this  14tli  day  <tf  July,  A.  D.  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fublic, 
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Deposition  of  Charles  J.  Behloiv,  furrier, 

pelagic  catcu. 

State  of  Calieounia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Charles  J.  IJehlow,  beiny  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  1  leside  iu 
the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  Cali- 
forma;  I  am  by  occupation  a  tur  mer<Mia,ut,  and  have 
heeu  so  enga«;ed  permanently  for  the  last  thirty-live  years,  duriufj  which 
time  I  have  been  constantly  handling  larj-e  ([uantities  of  raw  fur-seal 
.skins  from  many  diflerent  localities,  and  1  can  readily  distinguish  the 
respective  quality,  size,  age,  and  sex. 

On  the  iiOth  instant  [examined  hfteen  salted  fur-seal  skins  exschooner 
Jiose  Sparks  from  the  Xorth  Pacilic  Ocean,  and  found      .,      .    ,      ,  , 
the  same  to  be  tresh  skins  taken  otl  the  aminal  within  of  tho  jcose  .sparki. 
two  months.     They  were  killed  in  the  North  Pacific, 
and  that  they  are  of  the  skins  kuown  as  the  Ntirthwest  Coast  seals,  and 
belonged  to  the  herd  which  have  their  rookery  on  the  Pribylov  Islands. 

The  lot  contained:  2  skins  of  the  fur  seal  (matured);      „.  ,    ...    , 

n    1  •  n  .1       ,•  1  1  ^  i.  Kiiiils  of  skins  In 

2  skins  of  the  lur-seal  gray  pup  under  one  year  ot  age  thecuuu. 

(sex  doubtful);  11  skins  of  the  fur-seal  cow  (matured).     Mostly  females. 

And  from  the  shape  of  the  latter  most  all  of  these  cows 

must  have  beeu  heavy  with  i)up,  aud  some  cut  out  of  them  wheu  caj)- 

tured. 

Chs.  J.  Beulow. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  me  this  3()th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1892. 
[SEAL.J  Clement  Uhnnmctt, 

Notary  Fublic. 


Deposition  of  Charles  J.  Behloic,  furrier, 
pelagio  catch. 

State  op  Caltfounia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 

Charles  J.  IJehlow,  being  duly  sworn,  de[»oses  and  says:  I  reside  in 
the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  California,  and  1  am 
by  occupation  a  fur  merchant  and  have  been  so  en- 
gaged i)ermanently  for  the  last  thirty-tive  years,  during  xp^rionce. 
which  time  I  have  been  constantly  handling  large  ([uantities  of  raw  fur- 
seal  skins  from  many  difl'erent  localities,  and  1  can  readily  distinguish 
the  respective  ([uality,  size,  age,  aud  sex. 

On  the  29th  instant  I  examined  2,170  salted  fur-seal  skins  ex-schooner 
-K(/.  iiJ.  irt7>«/<'r,  that  were  taken  by  said  schooner  off  the 
coast  of  Japan  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.     I  found  them  to  be  (■ntch''o7  tlie  iu  e. 
fresh  skins  skinned  off  tl  e  animal  within  four  months   "'''*<«'■• 
last  past,  aud  that  they  are  of  the  class  of  skins  kuown  as  llussiau  seals. 
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laiiu'd  ill  cittcli. 
MoHtlv  female 


and  they  bolonpr  to  the  herd  liaviiij;'  its  rookrry  on  the  ConiininichT 
Lshmds  and  tlie  Uobbiiis  Hank. 
The  lot  contains  oL'O  skins  of  the  liir-scal  rnal<'  (mostly  nnitnred); 
10")  skins  (»f  the  fur-seal  yiiiv  pup  uinler  one  veai'  of 

TCimiHofHkiuKcm,.   .j„.^.  ^^^_^^  douhtful);   1,74:.  skiiis  (.f  the    fur-seal   cow 

(mostly  matuii'd).     l-'roiu  (he  shape  of  the  latter  most 
all  of  these  eows  must  have  been  heavy  with  puj),  and 
the  sanu>  eut  (mt  of  theui  when  captured. 

I  lind  the  skin  in  this  lot  to  run  luuch  larj^er  in  sizes  tlmn  those 
known  as  the  Northwest  seals  tliat  are  now  taken  on  the  Ameri<-an  side. 
The  <»reater  ])ereeuta;i«^  of  these  2,170  salted  tur-seal  skins  are  of  the 
lar;;e  breedinji"  eows  with  fully  developed  teats. 

Some  years  aj^o  the  catch  of  the  Nortiiwest  st-als  taken  in  the  Xcuth 

raciU<j  Ocean  jiiul  the  Beriuf^'  Sea  (on  the  American  side)  contained  ft 

ji;n^at  number  of  the  larj;e  breedinj;'  cows  as  above  described;  but  of 

late  years,  on  examining;  the  catciies,  I  lind  very  few;  ami  this  year 

,    „,      .    hardlv  unv,  Itroviiit'"  couclusivelv  that  tlie  old  stock  of 

Olil  stock  ol   liroci.-  1   ■    i.-  -1  i.  i.      ■      •        ,^1        riM.      i         i   i 

jtroductive  cows  is  almost  exterminated.  The  herd  to 
whicii  the  LM70  seals  above  r<'feri«'d  to  belonjjf,  and 
known  as  "  bMissian  seal,"  and  have  no  coMnecti<»n  wiiat- 
ever  with  the  seals  taken  on  the  coast  of  Xorth  Amer- 
ica or  in  the  Ueriiiji'  Sea,  and  known  as  the  Morthwest 
seal,  the  herd  that  have  their  rookery  on  tiie  Piibylov  islands. 

Ciis.  J.  Bkiilow. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  .'JOth  day  of  July,  A.  I).  1802. 
[SEAL.J  Clement   Henkett, 

Notary  I'ubliv. 


iuji  I'invM   iiliiiOHl  i'\ 
U'l'iiiinateil. 

Kussiim  and  ^Miis 
kanlii'i'ilN  do  not  iiiiii 
-lie. 


Pquhsition  of  William  Bciidf.  JittrroKt  of  sniliiiff  rcsscls,  and  managing 
owner  of  the  scltoonrr  lioirhcad. 


PELAGIC   SEALING. 


State  of  Caltfornia, 

City  and  Countg  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

William  Bendt,  havinji'  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  1  reside 

in  San  Francisco.     My  occupation   is  that  of  saloon 

Eiperiouco.  keeper  and  lodfiiny-house  keeper.    1  ha  ve  been  enjiajued 

in  tittin.u'  out  sealiiijr  \essels  ami  sendinji'  them  to  the 

North  Pacific  and  J>erin,y  Sea  for  eij;ht  (»r  nine  years.     I  lifted  out  the 

schooners  Foivirr,  Lanra,  C.  Jl.  H'/(/7r,  and  others.  I  am  now  the  mau- 
aji'iuji'  owner  ot  the  sciiooner  lioiclicad,  I  furnished  my 
vessels  with  ritlcs  and  shotyuns,  and  each  vessel  car 
ried  from  three  to  seven  boats,  with  three  men  to  tiie 
boat,  a  hunter,  Ooat-juiUer,  andsteerer, and  when  in  the 
lU'rin}^'  Sea  we  take  s<'als  from  10  to  loO miles  from  tlie 
seal  islands.  Therehas  been  a  j>reat  decrease  of  seals  in 
the  last  few  years  I'rom  what  there  was  in  former  years. 
mcos-  They  are  also  jiettinji"  shy  and  scared  from  beinj^'  hunted 
so  much,  and  they  are  now  very  hard  to  catch.     If  they 

do  not  i)rote(!t  them  in  tlie  Bering  Sea  it  will  be  but  a  few  years  before 

they  will  be  exterminated. 


Fii'faniia  and  otiiei- 
oiitUt. 

'rako  seals  10  to  ini) 
iiiili's  t'i'oiii  i'i'iliilot' 
lalanda. 


Uccrcaso. 

Proliiliitioii 
sary. 
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There  is  very  little  m  the  sealing'  business  now,  the  cost  nf  fittiu}; 
out  a  vessel  bcin;;-  from  ."?.">,(»(»(»  to  !5f(i,(K»b,  and  you  havt;  t<»  take  the  risk 
of  haviu;;'  your  vessel  confiscated.  1  sent  my  vessel  this  year  over  to 
the  <'oast  of  .Ia])an.  Tiiere  wert^  sonu'  seventy odd  schooners  fitted  out 
last  year  from  Victoria  and  they  all  ;;()t  pood  cah-lu's,  while  from  here 
there  wer«' only  fr(»m  ten  to  fifteen  schooners  fitted  out,  and  they  did 
not  do  as  well.  Fiom  my  knowled<i-e  of  tln^  busiiu'ss  1  am  certain  that 
tlic  liir-seal  will  soon  be  exterminated  if  it  is  not  protected  in  the  Bcr- 
in,ii  Sea.  We-  mijuht  kill  some  in  the  I'acitic  Ocean,  if  there  did  not  too 
many  vessels  ji'o  out  to  hunt  them.  I  know  of  none,  nor 
ncitlu'r<lo  1  believe  there  is  any  place  where  the  fur 
seals  haul  up  to  breed  on  land  alonu  our  shores  or  in 
the  Berinj;'  S(^a,excei»t  on  l'ril)ylov  Islands,  ami  further 
I  do  nttt  iH'lieve  it  possible  for  the  fennile  to  give  birth 
to  its  young'  in  the  water  and  have  it  live. 

W.  I'.i:m)T. 

Subscribed  ami  sworu  to  before  lue  this  14th  day  of  April,  A.  I).  181)2. 
[SKAL.]  ClkmExNT  I5i;.\m:tt, 

Soturg  Vuhlic. 


UiHikii  iiH    "lily 
I'i'ibiliil'  IhIiiikIh, 


TiliiHii; 

possilllr. 


hii'Di 


Dcixmiion  of  Marlhi  Benson,  Ncah;)',  and   master  of  Janien  Q.   Swar 

and  Leo. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

j\rai'tin  Benson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  1  have  been 
engaged  in  sealing  five  years,  as  master  of  the  James  (i.  Sauin  and  the 
l.ro,  in  IJering  Sea  ami  Xorth  Pacific  Ocean.     1  began      p   ^   .  _  ^^ 
to  take  seal  off  ('ape   Flattery  about  March   1.     Fol-       ^"i""^'"'"- 
lowed  the  seal  north  and  entered  Uering  Sea  about     ^''K'ntion. 
.Inly  20,     The  seal  are  constantly  on  the  move  up  the  coast  fr<un   the 
time  they  first  make  their  appearance  off  Cape  Flattery.     The  spear  and 
sliotgtin   have  been  used  by  me.     J»ut  few  seal  are  lost  that  are  struck 
with  spear.     About  6<J  per  cent  ai'e  lost  when  shot  with  shotgun  and  a 
hnger  itroportion  are  h)st  when  rifle  is  used.     Sevcntv-      ^      ,   ., 
live  per  cent  ot  the  seal  taken  on  the  <'oast  are  cows  ..nt  mwa  wiiu  pup 
widi  pup.     And  the  larger  proportion  of  those  killed   *"""'"• 
ill  Mering  Sea  are  also  cows.     Have  killed  <.'ow  seal,  with  milk  in  them, 
(m  miles  from  the  Fribilof  Islands.     I  think  cow  seal  are  tamer  than 
young  male  seal.     A  few  male  seal  arc  taken,  ages  ranging  from   1  to 
.")  years.     Once  in   a  whih;  we   catch    an  old  bull  in  the  I'acitic  Ocean. 
The  sex  of  the  seal  can  not  be  told  in  the  water  unless  it  be  an  old  bidl, 
which  is  told  by  its  size. 

I  use  no  discrimination  in  hunting,  but  kill  everything  that  comes 
near.     When  seals  are  shot  when  they  first  juit  their 
liea<ls  above  water  they  sink  at  once  and  are  hard  to 
secure.     Alwaystry  to  shoot  seal  in  the  head.     If  head 
is  not  exposed,  we  shoot  them  in  other  ])aits  of  the  body.    It  is  only  a 

•  inestiou  of  three  or  four  years,  if  this  indiscriminate      ,, 
sliiughtering  of  seals  is  not  stopped,  they  will  beconte 
exterminated.     Never  have  heard  of  or  seen  any  pups  waJll|^^,r""a„y"'TI,.,■,!' 
l»cing  born  in  the  water  or  anywhere  else  on  the  coast  «!»'■  "lusuiu  I'liuiiof 

•  •utside  of  the  I'ribilof  Islands.    I  have  never  heard  of  ^' ""^'*- 
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Fiir  »rni  iio  tint  j,i,y  f.n"  sc;il  lijiiiliii'T  Upon  tlio  f'oast  olsowlioro  tliiui  on 
wiiii'K  tliiiii  nil  i'iii>  till'  ri'lltilol  Isliiiiils.  It  |)<'lii;:i('  sciiliii;;  IS  .<^t'.'|)jK>u  in 
""''"'"'"'''  llcriii;:  Sen  torn   iiiiiiiltcr  of  ycais  sciil  would  Ix-coiiie 

''"■ """•  ]tl<'iitiliil  ii;;iiiii;  if  not  stopiu'd  tlicy  will  soon  be  ('.\t«'r- 

niiiiiilcil. 

iMAKTIN    r.KNSON. 

Sul»sciii»L'(l  iiinl  sworn  to  bcforo  nic  tliis  1  Itli  diiy  of  April,  lHJ>ii. 

A.  \V.   LAVi',M>i;ii, 
UiiHid  atutiH  Tnuxuri/  Aycnt. 


It'  I 


m   ^ 


Maij(jie  Konn,   1884. 


Dc^onidoH  of  TliouDis  Unnlh'ii,  mtihr  [hoat imUer). 

ri;i-A(ii<;  sioamno. 

State  of  rAUT'ou-NTA. 

CUfjand  Coiniti/of  S<ni  Fram-isro,  us: 
Thomas  Jiradlcy,  liavin;;'  bci'n  duly  swurii.  doposos  and  says:  Troside 
in  San  l^'i^ancisco.  .My  ocnipalioii  is  tliat  of  a  scainaii. 
In  I.SSI  1  shipped  on  tlic  Mtififiir  L'os.s  as  a  boat-pnllcr 
for  a  scaling:  voyaf^e  to  the  North  i*a(irK'  and  r.ciiii;;  Sea.  We  left 
Victoria  about  jMay,  ^••iny-  north,  and  scak'd  all  the  way  to  thc^  Jicrinj;' 
Sea,  We  hac  about  sixty  before  eiiteriiijj' the  I5eriii{>' Sea,  nearly  all 
of  which  were  females  with  youn^'  pups  in  them.  We  eutere<l  the 
Beiin<>'  Sea  the  middle  of  ]\Iay  and  eaplii red '.'}()()  while 
progiiuut  in  thcie.  iMost  of  these  were  mother  seals  with  their 
breasts  full  of  milk.  We  ha<l  six  itoats,  four  men  to  a 
boat,  two  boat  pullers  and  a  stec  rer  and  hunter.  We 
killed  them  with  ritles.  We  used  to  shoot  at  anythiu}*' 
wc  ran  across,  and  }^ot  abcmt  a  third  of  what  we  kille<l 
or  wounded.  1  do  not  know  how  many  miles  olf  the  seal 
islands  we  were  when  we  eauj^ht  thenij  as  1  did  not  know  the  distances. 

TlIOS.   JiUADLEY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  loth  day  of  Ai)ril,  A.  D. 

[SEAL.]  Clement  iii:xNETT, 

2^'otarif  I'uhlic. 


Mostly 

BOIllll. 


Ilitlort  iisod. 


TwoMiinls  lost. 


iiIe: 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Jirown  {yo.  ^),  scaler, 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

(Hljl  and  iUnuiUi  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Thomas  Brown,  bavinjj  been  duly^  sworn,  de|)oso.s  and  says:  T  reside 
in  San  Francisco.     ^ly  occupation  is  that  of  a  laborer.     1  made  a  seal- 
ing' vovag'c  to  tlie  Xortli  I'acilic  and   Bering  Sea  on 
./er.Ku'ii'rinS^^   tho  Alkni Hflcr,  oi'  which  Captain  McLean  was  master. 
We  sailed  from  \'ict«»ria  in  -latmary,  lSSr».  going  south 
to  Cape  Blanco,  sealing  round  there  about  a  mouth,  when  we  bore  uorth 
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to  tlio  Horiti;;  !^''ii,  sciiliiij:'  nil  tin-  \v;i\  up-     ^V»'  lui'l  '--'O  soals.  hdort'  en- 
ti'iiim  tlic  sea.  flic  IiiiU(";r  iM'i<'ciil.i;;t'(»f  wliicli  were  I'c-       ... 

lllilH'S,   most  ol    tllt'lll     liaVIti;^'    .VOIIIIh     pups  in     tllCIII.       1     malix,    moHtlv    prpi;- 

saw  soiiM' of  the  yoiiii.ii  pups  taken  »»iit  ol' tliciii.     We   "■'"'■ 

ciitficd  the    scii  alon;;  about  liic  l.st  of   Ma.v   and  caiij-lit  bet  ween  (»(»(► 

and  7(l(»  meals  tVoiii  .'}(>  to  l."»(»   miles  off  tlie  seal  islands,  and  tour  out  of 

live  were  females  in  milk.     1  saw  llie  milk  lunniiij;  on 

tlie  deck  when   w<'  skinned   tlieiii.       We  had  six  boats, 

lliree  men  to  ii  boat,  a  boat-puller,  liiinter,  and  ^teerer.    '''•""'" 

They  used  mostly  sliot;;iiiis,  iisinya  lille  I'o.  loiii;'  ran;;e 

a\ era ;ue  three  or  live  out  of  every    twelve    killed  and 

wounded,     it  depends  a  ;;reat  deal  upon  the  weather. 

'I'lier*'  wen^  lots  of  seals  in  the  water  at  that  time. 

TlloS.  IlKOWN. 

Subscribed  and  ssvorii  tx>  before  me  this  loth  day  of  April,  A.  I>.  ISIL". 

[SKAL.J  CLEMKNT    r.KNNKTT, 

AoUtilj  Vublic. 


I'aUcii     I'.O    tci    ir.9 
inili'M    Irciiii    I'riblluf 


We  fyot  on  an 

I'iniaiiii.-t     priucl- 
pully  iiHcil. 


Dcpusttion  of  John  G.  Cantivcll,  llnitnutnf,  lievcnuo  Mutinc. 

I'KLAGIC  SKALIX(r. 
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I'riliilof  rodkciiis  in 
188l-188«,Bnd  IHUl. 


Statf.  or  Oaltforxta, 

(/////  itml  Count  If  of  S(in  Francisco,  fis : 

lohii  C.  Cantwell,  liavinji'  been  duly  sworn,  doposcs  and  .says:  I  am 
a  seeiiil  lieutenant  in  the  Tnited  States  lieveiine-Ma- 
1  i  le  Servi<'e.     I  have  been  on  duty  in  Derinj;'  Sea  <lur- 
iii;;'  the  summer  nuinths  of  the  years  IS.St,  ISSo,  188(5, 
and  lS!)i,  and  have  fitMiuently  been  (tn  shore  at  the  Tribilof  Islands 
and  in  the  waters  adjaeeiit  thereto,     JIave  always  made  it  a  careful 
study  and  paid  particular  attention  to  the  numlx'r  of  seal,  both  on  the 
I'libilof    Islands  and  in    the  waters  of    IJeriny  Sea.      i,. .     • 
Whenever  o])portunity  atVorded  have  visited  the  rook-       '^p*^""'"''- 
cries  for  the  puri)ose  of  idioto<jfiai)liinji'  and  sketcliin<;'  the  animals  and 
studyinji'  their  habits,  numbers,  etc.     I   Innc  boarded  a  lai'tte  number 
of  ves.sels  litted  out  as  sealers  and  cnjL;a.i;('d  in  .seal iiij;'.  and  have  <'on- 
ver.scd  witli  their  masters  and  crews  on  the  subject  of  i)elaj^ic  sealing. 
From  intormatioii  gathered  from  these  and  other  sources,  and  by  com- 
parison of  testimony  j^jiven  l)y  the  seal  huiitcis,  would      ^visto  or  iifr. 
say  that  at  least  ()(i  per  cent  of  seals  killed  or  woiimh  d   mcHtiy  iiro^inam  t\^ 
escape  and  are  never  recovered,  and  that  7."»  per  cent  '"•''''"' 
of  .seals  shot  in  the  North  i'acilic  Ocean  aie  females  heavy  with  young, 
and  that  80  per  ct'ut  of  seals  shot  ill  Dering-  Sea  from  July  1   to  Sep- 
tember 15  are  females,  most  of  which  have  given  birth  t(t  their  young 
and  are  mostly  caught  while  feeding  at  various  distances  from  land. 

Have  ob.served  carefully  the  areas  o(!eiii)ied  by  the  seals  on  the  rook- 
eries and  hauling-out  grounds,  especially  at  Northeast  Point  and  the 
reef  on  St.  Paul  Island,  in  188-1,  188."),  1880,  and  18iH, 
and  on  both  rookeries  the  areas  formerly  oc(aii)ied  by  grimmir<il'i7.li"iii«.''' 
seals  have  greatly  decreased,  so  much  so  that  at  iirst 
appearance  it  seemed,  in  1891,  as  if  the  hauling-out  gnmiids  had  been 
entirely  deserted.  Subsequent  examination  disclosed  the  fact  that  this 
was  not  strictly  true,  there  still  being  a  small  number  of  male  seals  left 
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on  those  j?ronncls.    Have  also  observed  that  the  seals  are  much  more 
scattered  on  the  breeding  rookeries  tliaii  in  former  years  (18^4,  1885, 
188G):  also  that  the  nniiiber  of  seals  in  the  water  has 
l)ro])orti()natcly  decreased,  and  that  they  have  groAvn 
Very  ninch  more  shy  and  diilicult  to  ap])roach.     Without  presuming  to 
be  al)solntely  correct,  would  estimate  tlie  number  of  seals  present  at  St. 
Paul  Island  during  the  year  1801  to  be  about  10  per  cent  of  tlie  number 
there  in  former  years  of  ()])servation  (1881,  188"),  and  1886).    I  have  also 
observed  seals,  presumably  tisliing,  at  distances  vary- 
cniaes  wi  ng.      ^^^^  fumi  10  to  150  milcs  from  the  island,  and  am  of  the 
opinion  that  most  of  the  seals  seen  at  distances  more  than  10  miles  from 
land  during  the  breeding  season  are  females. 
I  did  not  obsei've  any  unusually  large  number  of  dead  pups  on  the 
rookeries  in  my  visits  to  the  islands  until  the  vear  1891. 
Dead  pups.  During  the  month  of  Sei»tember  of  that  year,  in  com- 

pany with  JNlr.  .1.  Stanley  Brown,  1  visited  the  Starry  Ateel  and  eastern 
rookeries  on  St.  (lecnge  Island  and  saw  more  than  tlie  average  number 
of  dead  ])ups  and  a  grent  many  living  pups,  evidently  in  very  i)oor  con- 
dition, and  either  dead  or  dying  from  starvation,  differing  in  tliis  respect 
from  the  condition  in  whicli  they  an^  ordinarily  found  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  Subsequently  in  iS'ovember,  1891,  1  visited  the  Polovinia 
rookery  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  in  the  course  of  one  hour's  slow  walking, 
covering  perhajis  1.^  miles  of  ground,  estimated  the  number  of  dead  pup 
seals  to  benot  less  than  1,000.  1  consider  tliis  number  enormously  in  excess 
of  the  normal  mortality.  I  was  inlbrmed  at  the  time 
Autopsies.  ^j,.^|.  ^jjj^  stomachs  of  dead  ])ups  had  been  examined  by 

the  medical  oflicers  at  the  island  and  no  traces  of  ibod  \^ere  iound 
therein.  From  personal  observation  1  am  of  the  opinion  that  iuUy  90 
per  cent  of  them  died  of  star\  ation  great  emaciation 
being  apparent.  It  will  be  necessary  to  i)revent  at 
once  fnrtlier  open-sea  or  coastwise  killingof  seals,  both 
in  Bering  Sea  and  the  noilhern  Pacifi(!  Ocean,  if  they 
are  to  save  them  from  extinction  on  the  Pribilof  Is- 
lands. 

The  present  system  of  taking  seals  on  the  islands  in  vogue  and  prac- 
„.    ,  J  ticed  by  the  lessees  under  governmental  supervisi<m 

auagtmcii  .  j^^  ^^^  ^^^^  (,pj„j,„^  |],,.  |,p^,|  tliatcau  bc  deviscd  for  build- 

ing up  and  i)erpetuating  this  gn-at  industry,  and  if  the  iielagic  hunter 
and  his  destructive  methods  w  le  banished  from  the  waters  of  the 
Bering  Sea  and  North  Pacific  it  wcmld  be  but  a  few  years  when  these 
islands  wimld  again  be  teeming  with  seal  life.  The  weapons  used  by 
pelagic  hunters  are  rifles,  shotguns,  and  spears.  1  have  heard  of  nets 
l)eing  used,  and  have  seen  one  on  board  a  sealer  (the  Eliza  Edwurdu, 
JW'ring  Sea,  18!)1),  but  know  nothing  of  it,  further  than  mere  hearsay. 
The  other  weapons  I  have  seen  in  use. 

J.  C.  Cantwell, 
Second  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  B.  M. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[sEAL.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fublic. 
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Deposition  of  James  L.  Carthcut,  sealer  {master),  1877-1887. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

State  of  CALTFOl;^'IA, 

(My  and  Coiniti/  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

James  L.  Cartheut,  bein.u'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  sajs:  T  am  79 
years  of  age.     I  reside  in  thecity  und  county  of  Siin  Fran'.isi'o.    My 
occupation  is  that  of  a  m'.istcr  mjuiner.     I  was  engaged 
in  hunting  the  fur-seals  lu  the  North  raeitic  m    18<« 
to  1887,  and  during  the  lat^^er   i)art  of  the  time  in   Bering  Sea.    I 
usually  left  San  Francisco  in  February  or  Alarcli  of  each  year  and 
sealed  along  the  coast,  following  the  herd  north  on    ■    . 
their  way  to  their  br<'eding  grounds  on  the  I'ribylov     *'^'«™*"'n- 
Islands  in  the  Bering  Sea.    I  usually  entered  the  sea  about  the  1st  of 
July  and  came  out  in  September.    About  85  per  cent  of  my  catch  of 
seals  along  the  coast  of  the  Nortli  Pacific  were  females,  and  most  all  of 
them  were  cows  in  puj),  and  1  used  to  kill  most  of  them  while  asleep 
on  the  water.    1  lost  a  great  many  that  were  killed  by 
their  sinking  betbre  we  could  get  to  them.    I  think  on  an  ciiKii'iv  "iWimV','  'Tmi 
average  1  got  one  out  of  every  three  killed,  but  some  "'"•''I'J"  P'cs"'"'t. 
of  my  liunters  did  not  do  as  A\ell.     It  is  dilflcult  to  get  more  than  one 
breeching  seal  out  of  six  killed.     It  is  the  custom  for  hunters  to  brag 
altout  liow  many  seals  they  get  out  of  the  number  killed,  and  in  trying 
to  outdo  each  other  they  generally  exaggerate  the  facts.     During  the 
months  of  March,  April,  iVIay,  and  June  the  seals  in  the  North  Pacitic 
are  traveling  leisurely  towards  the  passes  into  Bering  Sea. 

About  80  per  ccnl  of  the  seals  1  caught  in  the  Bering  Sea  were 
mothers  in  milk,  and  were  feeding  around  the  fishing 
banks  just  iKtrth  of  tlie  Aleutian  Islands,  and  I  got     Fe.Miino;  lemaics  so 
most  of  my  .  cah»,  from  50  to  U5(t  miles  from  the  seal  rribiiof  isiaiuis/'^'"" 
islands.    I  don't  think  I  ever  sealed  within  25  miles  of 
the  Pribylov  Ishinds.    They  are  very  tame  after  giving  birth  to  their 
young  and  are  easily  ai»proached  by  tlie  hunters.     Wlien  the  females 
leave  the  isla'-.ds  to  feed  tliey  go  very  fast  to  the  fishing  banks,  ami 
after  they  get  their  i'ood  the>  will  go  to  sleep  on  the  waters.    That  is 
the  hunter's  great  chance.    I  think  we  secured  more  in  proportion  to 
the  number  killed  than  we  did  in  the  North  Pacitic.    I 
hunted  with  shotgun  and  ritle,  but  mostly  with  shot-       "■Pimns. 
gun.    Seals  were  not  nearly  as  mimerous  in  1887  as  they  were  in  1877, 
and  it  is  my  belief  that  the  decrease  in  numbers  is  due  to  the  hunting 
and  killing  of  female  seals  in  the  water.   I  do  not  think 
it  i>08sible  for  seals  to  exist  for  any  length  of  time  if     n.><  reaHo. 
the  present  slaughter  continues.    The  killing  of  the  fe-      iv,,,!  pups. 
males  means  the  death  of  her  born  or  unborn  pup,  and 
it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  that  this  immense  drain  on  the  herds  can 
be  (tontiiiued  without  a  very  rapid  decrease  in  their  numbers,  and  which 
l)ractically  means  extermination   witliin   a  very  few 
years.     If  the  seals  are  to  be  saved  there  must  be  no 
killing  at  any  time  in  thi^  waters  of  Bering  Sea,  and  it 
is  also  very  important  for  their  preservation  that  no  females  be  kilhvl 
in  the  North  Pacific.  They  must  be  protected  in  both  of  these  waters  or 
they  will  be  exterminated.     I  have  never  known  of 
seals  hauling  outou  land  anywhere  ou  the  coast  except  VTim^"f^uld.»!^ "^ 
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tit  tlie  Pribylov  Islmuls.    T  wont  aoalinjf  for  eiglit  years 

San  rHegn  MitM  in  jn  tlic  scliooiM'!'   Sail    IHi'i/o.     Slio  was  s«>i/,(Ml  by  the 

'^**"'  revoimo,  (Hitter  in  1SS(»  in  lU'riiif;'  Sea,  about  120  niiles 

from  the  seal  islands  and  nortli  of  ITnalaska.    Slie  was  taken  with  her 

cargo  of  about  581  seal  skins  iA^  Sitka  and  forfeited  by  the  eourt. 

The  year  followinj«-  1  went  in  the  schooner  Sylvia  Handy,  a  new  and 

eleju'ant  vessel.  She  was  also  seized  in  JJering  Sea. 
«of/,eaV88*7.  ^""'*''  about  170  niiles  from  St.  I'aul  Island  and  17  miles  front 

Unalaska  She  was  taken  to  Sitka  and  eondemned 
with  her  earpo  of  nearly  1,700  skins  on  board.  These  seizures,  with  tlie 
cost  of  litijiati<m  whicli  followed,  broke  up  the  lirm  of  Ij.  N.  Handy  & 
Co.  and  myself,  and  we  had  to  quit  the  business,  as  1  perceived  tlie  (Jov- 
ernment  was  condeir.-..in{;'  American  vessels  lor  sealinj>-  and  releasin;? 
]iritish  vessels  for  tht^  same  offense.  They  treated  us  veiy  badly.  I 
am  still  in  hopes  we  Avill  be  paid  by  it  for  our  losses.  In  the  Sylvia 
JJandy  1  had  also  20  seal  skins  which  1  had  boujiht  from  a  native  hunter 
whose  wife  was  sick  and  he  wanted  medicine  for  her.  I  ••avehim  med- 
icine and  bouf?ht  his  skins  to  acconnnodate  him.  There  ecmld  be  no 
doubt  but  they  were  legally  (taught,  but  they  were  taken  from  nu^  and 
linally  sold.  The  judge  (Dawson)  of  tlie  couit  afterwards  told  nie  they 
should  not  lijive  been  condemned,  and  had  he  known  it  sooner  he  would 
not  have  permitted  them  to  have  been  taken  from  me  and  sold  on  ac- 
count of  tlie  Government.  Most  of  tl  e  sealing  Ih'ct  is  now  absent  from 
this  i)ortiu  the  hands  of  sealei'S'of  esr^  riencc,  having  been  so  engaged 
for  several  years.  So  far  as  I  know,  theii-  views,  if  they  could  be  ob- 
tained, would  be  in  harmony  with  my  own  opinions  as  herein  exiuessed. 

Jamks  L.  (JA'riicuT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  befcie  me  this  Otli  day  of  April,  A.  1>.  1802. 
[seal,.]  Cij;3ii';nt  r.i-.NNKT-r, 

^'otary  rublic. 
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Deposition  of  Charles  Cliallall,  scaler,  1S8S-1S90. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 


State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 
Charles Challall,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  in  San 
Francisco;  my  occupation  is  tliat  of  a  saih)r:  I  have 
been  sealing  uj)  the  coast  and  in  IWriiig  Sea  three  sea- 
sous,  cojunuMicing  in  ISSS  and  ending  in  ISilO.  In  1S88 
I  went  on  th.e  Vandcrhilt.  We  did  not  go  into  the  Ber- 
ing Sea  that  year.  In  188'.)  I  went  on  tlie  White,  and 
in  18tt(»  1  went  on  the  Hamilton.  They  were  all  sealers. 
We  generally  left  San  Francisco  in  March  or  Ai)rii,  and  we  sealed 
along  the  coast  up  to  (Jueen  (1iarl(»tte  Sound.  The  largest  calcli  we  ever 
made  between  San  Francisco  and  (Juccii  i'liarlottt>  SoiiikI  was  in  1888 
when  we  caught  .'}()(►  seals.  Tiierewas  much  less  number 
ofsealstobeseen  in  the  North  Pacific  and  iJering  Sea  in 
]8!)0  than  in  1888.  We  were  hunting  in  the  Bering  Sea  most  of  the 
timeort"  Seventy-two  and  ITiiamak  Pass,  and  we  caught  the  seals  as  they 
were  going  to  and  fiom  the  Pribilof  Islands  to  feed  on 
the  fishing  grounds.    We  caught  a  great  many  seahj  on 
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tlio  fisliiiig  bimka  just  north  and  close  by  the  Aleutian  Archipelufj^o. 
Most  of  tiie  seals  we  killed  jfoinji'  xip  the  coast  were 
females  heavy  with  i)ui).     I  think  !)  out  of  every  lO  fenL'irH*ki^i.''r"""""' 
were  females.    At  least  7  out  of  8  seals  caught  in  the 
IJering  Sea  were  mothers  in  milk.     The  vessels  1  went  out  in  had  from 
-1  to  (i  boats  each.     Each  boat  had   ',i  men,  a  hunter,  and  2  i)u]lers. 
The  average  hunter  would  get  I  out  of  every  ;{ that  he 
shot;  a  poor  hunter  not  nearly  so  many.    There  are  L'l 
burkshot  to  a  shell.     I  think  a.  great  niany  seals  are  wcmnded  by  hunt- 
ers that  are  not  tak«Mi.    The  gunshot  wounds  more  seals  than  the  rith\ 
J  think  the  aim  of  the  hunter  is  to  kill  the  seal  rather  than  wound  it. 
When  they  are  in  school  slei^ping  we  get  a  good  many.     We  di<l  not  get 
as  many  \\v  shot  at  in  the  liering  Sea  as  we  did  on  the  <!oast,     If  we  got 
1  ou'u  .  f  every  .'{ that  we  wounded  in  the  liering  Sea  we 
were  doing  i)r<>tty  well.    ]  do  not  know  of  any  place  i^'i, nllf  i^imiTg';^  "" 
wherii  the  seals  haul  up  on  this  coast  except  on  the  seal 
islands. 

Chas.  Challalt.. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892, 
[L.  a.]  Clement  BeNxNett, 

Notary  ruhlic. 


Dcpofiition  of  Daniel  Clausscn,  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Be  it  rememboied,  that  on  the  20th  day  of  February,  1892,  at  my 
oflice,  4.'M  ( -alifornia  street,  in  the  city  and  county  of  San  Fran<useo, 
State  of  (Jalifornia,  before  m(>,  Clement  ISennett,  anotary  public  in  and 
for  said  city  and  (bounty  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  California,  duly 
api>ointcd  and  commissioned  to  administer  oaths,  etc.,  personally  aj)- 
l)eared  Daniel  Claussen,  who,  being  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  fol- 
lows : 

Daniel  Claussen,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

By  the  Notary  : 

Q.  Wh.'itis  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupation  ? — A.  My  name 
is  Daniel  Claussen;  age,  32;  1  reside  in  San  Francisco  and  am  by  occu- 
pation a  seal  hunter. 

Q.  Are  y<m  a  citizen  of  the  United  States'? — A.  I  am;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  State  are  a  resident  of '^ — A.  California. 

Q.  Have  you  becii  i-ngaged  in  catching  seals  in  the  Pacific  and  Bering 
Sea.  and  for  how  long^ — A.  1  have  been  engaged  in 


sealing  in  the  Pacific  and  in  Bering  Sea  for  the  last  six 


Kxpuriciit*. 


years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  what  sex  the  i-.cals  were  that  you  ha,ve  taken  in 
the  Pacific  and  lUning  Sea? — A.  Mostly  female. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  skins  you  have  taken  wore  cows? — A. 
Abo   .,  80  per  cent. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  coavs  vou  have  taken     MohUj- pregnant f.)- 
were  with  pup:'— A.  About  70  per<'ent.  "'"'""• 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  destroy  a  large  percentage  of  seals  that 
you  do  not  catch! — A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  that  percentage? — A.  We  catch  about  7 
seals  out  of  10. 
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Q.  When  does  sealing  eoinnieiice  in  the  i*iicific  and  when  does  it 
end? — A.  Sealing  conimenees  in  the  Paeitic  about  the  1st  of  January 
and  ends  about  the  1st  of  July. 

Q.  Wlien  does  sealing  coninn>nce  in  the  lieving  Sea  and  when  does  it 
end? — A.  Sealing  comiiieiu'es  in  the  IJeiing  Sea  about  the  IstofJuly 
an«l  ends  about  the  last  of  October. 

i},.  What  percentage  of  seals  are  taken  compared  to  those  you  de- 
stroy in  doing  so;  in  other  words,  how  many  do  you  actually  get  out 
of  those  you  slioot? — A.  We  get  about  75  per  cent  of  what  we  shoot. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  first  started  in  the  business  and  was 
inexperienced  in  hunting,  that  you,  like  all  other  beginners,  destroyed 
a  mucli  larger  proportion  than  you  now  do? — A.  It  is;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Art^  the  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake  ? — 
A.  Asleep. 

I  n  ii  i  8  cri  ni  inate       Q-  If  awake,  (lo  you  slioot  at  them  while  breeching  ? — 
siaiiKiiicr.  A.  We  shoot  any  we  can  ger. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  seals  Ixn-n  in  the  water,  and  is  it  your 
opinion  that  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  born  in  the 
water? — A.  No,  sir;  they  would  drown  if  born  in  the 
water. 

i),.  Do  you  know  of  any  place  where  seals  land,  out- 
side of  the  seal  islands? — A.  I  do  not. 
Q.  Has  tliere  beeu  any  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  seals  as  compared 
to  previous  years? — A.  I  think  there  has. 

Q.  If  there  is  a  decrease,  to  what  do  you  attribute  it? — A.  To  the 
killing  and  hunting  of  them  by  seal-hunters. 

Q.  Do  the  pnps  perish  with  the  cows  that  yitu.  kill? — 
A.  Certainly. 

{}.  Is  it  y<uir  oiuiiion,  if  sealing  continues  unrestricted,  that  they  will 
soon  be  exterminated? — A.  I  think  so;  yes,  sir. 

(^.  111  your  opinion  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the  cows  in 
Uering  Sea  to  ])revent  the  herd   from  being  extermi- 
Prohibitiou  ntces    uj^tcd? — A.  It  is  absolutely  iici'essarv  iu  inv  oiiinion. 
Q.  What  months  of  the  year  (h»  you  think  they  should 
be  ]u-otected ? — A.  From  the  1st  of  July  to  the  last  of  October  1  think 
they  should  be  protected. 
Q.  Do  you  geiKM'ally  shoot  seals  with  a  rifle,  or  a  shotgun? — A. 
Mostly  with  a  shotgun. 
Q.  What  shot  do  you  use,  buckshot  or  fine  shot! — 
A.  Buckshot. 

Q.  Judging  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  traveling  in  the  spring 
of  tile  year,  during  your  experieiic*',  where  do  you  suppose  watv  their 
destination? — A.  To  the  rookeries  in  the  Bering  Sea. 
Q.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  that  the  Bering  Sea  should  be 
,    .      entirely  closed? — A.  I  think  it  would  be  better. 

Closiuj;   ot   Bering 
Sea. 

Daniel  Claussen. 

State  of  California, 

Citi/  and  CoKiitt/  of  San  Francixco,  ss  : 

I,  Clement  r.eiinett,  a  ii(»tary  i»iiblic  in  and  for  said  city  and  county 
of  San  Francisco,  do  liereby  cert iiy  that  tlie  witness  in  the  foregoing 
deposition  named  was  by  me  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  trutli;  that  said  deposition  was  reduced  to 
writing,  and  when  completed  was  carefully  read  over  to  said  witness, 
and  by  him  subscribed  in  my  presence. 
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In  witness  where<if,  I  have  hcri'iiiito  subscribed  my  name  and  attixed 
my  seal  of  otlice  this  2Gth  day  of  February,  1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  rublic. 


Deposition  of  Peter  Collins,  sealer  {boat-pniler). 
PELAGIC   SEALING. 


I'o-ouifr 

whole 
icetl  to 
itness, 


State  of  California, 

Citif  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Peter  Collins,  having-  been  duly  sworn,  de])oses  and  says:  I  am,  by 
oeeupation  a  sailor  and  reside  in  San    Francisco.     I 
was  iMigaged  as  a  boat-[>uller  durinj;  the  years  18SS     Experience. 
and   1881).     On  both   trii)s   I  went  out   on  the  vov-      ,     „. 
aj?<'  ot  the   sealing   schooner    San   JJiefio  to   Bering 
Sea.     In  1888  we  left  here  in  February,  and  commenced  to  seal  off 
the  coast  near  San  Francisco  and  caught  al)ont  301)  seals  in  the  Noi-th 
Pacific;  we  then  went  into  the  Bining  Sea  about  tlu^  micblle  of  July, 
and  left  there  about  the  1st  of  September.     We  got  01)0  seals  in  1888, 
and  1,100  in  1880,  in  the  Bering  Sea.    The  hunters  used 
both  shotguns  and  rifles.    They  used  a  rifle  to  shoot 
breeching  seals,  and  a  shotgun  to  shoot  sleei)ers  and  tranji)s.    The 
shotgun  is  not  as  fatal  as  the  rifle,  but  wounds  a  great  many  more. 
Fully  three-fourths  of  the  seals  shot  in  the  North  Pa- 
cific w^ere  females  with  young.    Mother  seals  pregnant 
ar<>,  more  easily  caught  than  young  bachelors,  and  I 
am  sure  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  go  on  land  to  breed, 
and  I  have  never  heard  of  tlu^m  going  anywhere  else 
than  on  the  seal  islaiuls  for  that  purpose.    An  average 
hunter  will  get  one  out  of  four  of  breeching  seals,  and 
one  out  of  threeof  sleepers  that  he  kills,  but  a  common  hunter  will  not 
g<>t  so  many. 

The  hunters  will  kill  any  seals  that  come  along,  it  being  impossi- 
ble to  tell  the  sex  in  the  water.    Nearly  all  the  cows 
are  in   milk  during  the  months  of  Julv  and  August 
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while  theyarecmt  seeking  food,  and  Ihaveseen  mothers 

with  their  breasts  full  of  milk  killed  100  miles  or  more      M„iiior.s  iwxiiuj,'. 

from  the  seal  islands.     1  know  they  go  gieat  distances 

in  search  of  food.    There  were  not  nearly  as  many  seals 

to  be  fouml  in  1880  as  tliere  were  in  1888.     i  think  the  decrease  is 

(•au.sed  by  the  great  destruction  of  females  killed  in  the  sea  by  the 

hunters,  and  if  something  is  not  done  to  i)rote(t  them 

from  slanght»»r  in  the  North  Pacilic  and  Bering  Sea, 

they  will  all  be  gone  in  a  few  years. 


I'lotcclidii      iKice.s- 


snry. 


Peteii  Collins. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  before  me,  this  2d  <lay  of  April,  A.  1).  181)li 
[seal.]  Olemkn  r  IJkn'vktt, 

Notary  Public^ 
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In  ('Diiiiiinnil  of  tliu 
Hwh  1111(1  Liiiculn, 
■1870. 


St. 
ficor 
187U. 


I'iiiil    ;iii(l     .St. 
fu      iHluiidH      in 


AlMiiidiincH  of  seals 
in  1«7U. 


■deposition  of  Washington  C.  Coiilson,  Captain  U.  S.  R.  M.,  in  command 

of  the  iiush. 

PELAGIC  SKALING  AND  PKIBILOF  ItOOKEltlES. 

Statu  «1"  Califohnia, 

Cifi/  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 
Wasliiiigton  0.  Coul.sou,  liiiviiifjbeeii  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 
I  am  captain  in  the  United  States  KevenucCnttersei"/- 
ice.     At  present  1  am  in  command  of  the  Unit^id  States 
rev«'nue  cutter  h'ush.     I  Avas  attarlied  to  the  United 
States  revenue  cutter  Lincoln,  under  the  comnumd  of 
'Capt.  C  M.  S(;ainmoii,  tliirinj;-  the  year  1870,  from  June  until  the  close 
of  the  year,  as  a  third  lieutenant,  and  liave  been  an  ofticer  in  the  rev- 
enue service  ever  since.     Iv  the  month  of  that  year  I 
was  in  the  JJeriiig  Sea  ami  at  the  seal  islands  of  St. 
Paid  and  St.  (ieorge.     I  went  on  shore  at  both  islands 
and  observed  the  seals  and  seal  life,  the  method  of  kill- 
ing', etc.     I  noticed  partitnihirly  the  great  number  of 
seal,  which  were  estimated  by  those  competent  to  Judge 
that  at  least  5,000,000.  and  i)ossibly  0,000,000,  were  in  siglit  on  tlie  dii- 
ferent  rookeries.    To  me  it  seemed  as  tiiough  the  hillsides  and  hauling 
grounds  were  literally  alive,  so  great  was  the  number  of  seals.    At  St. 
lleorge  Island,  though  the  seals  were  never  in  as  great  numbers,  nor 
Avere  there  so  many  hauling  places,  the  seals  were  very  plentiful.     At 
this  tiuu?  and  for  several  years  thereafter  pelagic  sealing  did  not  take 
place  to  any  extent  and  the  animals  were  ifiot  diverted 

Miinagciiiint.  '  ii      •  i  .  i  i-  ..  i  t  ii  /•  x- 

Irom  then-  usual  ])ath.s  ot  travel.  All  firearms  were  tor- 
bidden  and  never  have  been  u.>L*d  on  these  islands  in  the  killing  ami 
taking  of  seals,  in  fact,  unusual  uoise  eveu  on  the  ships  at  anchor  near 
these  islands  is  avoided. 

Visiting  the  rookeries  is  not  permitted  only  on  certain  conditions,  and 
anything  that  migiit  frighten  the  seals  avoided.  The  seals  are  never 
killed  in  or  near  tlu'  rookeries,  but  are  driven  a  short  distance  inland, 
to  grounds  especially  set  apart  for  this  work.  I  do  not  see  how  it  is 
l)i>ssible  to  conduct  the  sealing  [)rocess  with  greater  care  or  judgment. 
Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Uedpath  on  St.  Paul,  and  Mr.  Webster  on 
St.  (J<M)rge  islands,  men  who  have  sui»eriiiteiuled  this  work   ibr  many 

years,  the  natives  tlo  tliediivinj£  and  the  killing  is  [)er- 
Uriving  ami   kill-   t',)i.ii,L'(|  under  the  supervision  of  file  Government  agents. 

The  natives  understand  just  how  much  fatigue  can  be 
endured  by  the  seals,  and  the  kind  of  weatlier  suitable  for  driving  and 
killing,  no  greater  precaution  in  that  regard  can  be  taken.  Tlie  evi- 
dence of  this  is  in  the  small  percentage  of  animals  injureil  or  overheated 
in  these  drives.  I  do  not  believe  the  ani.nals  are  much  frightiMied  or 
disturbed  by  the:  process  of  selecting  tlu;  drives  from  tlie  rookeries,  nor 
do  I  tiiiiik  it  has  a  tendency  to  stare  tlie  animals  away  frtan  the  islands. 
During  the  seasons  of  ISKO  and   icJOl    1  was  in  command  of  the  rev- 


ing 
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enue  cutter  Runk  in  Bering  Sea  ami  cruised  exten- 
sively in  those  waters  around  the   seal   islands  ami 

the  Aleutian  group.     In  the  seast»n  of  ISOO  I  visited  the  islands  of  St. 

Paid  and  St.  George  in  the  months  of  .Inly,  August,  and  September, 

and  had  ample  and  fretiuent  opi>ortunities  of  observing  the  seal  life  as 

._.  comi)ared  with  1S70.    1  was  astonished  at  the  reduced 

numbers  of  seals  and  the  extent  of  bare  ground  on  the 

rookeries  hi  1890  as  compared  with  that  of  1870^  and  which  iu  tha^ 
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year  was  teeniinj?  witli  seal  life.    In  1890  the  North 

.AnuM'ican  (JommeiiMal  Comjiany  were  unable  to  kill   c.mi'm.Vnaio"np?m,r 

seals  of  suitable  size  to  make  their  (luota  of  (JO.OOO  iini.i.i..  to  pi-.n me  iu. 

11  1     I        4.1      •       1  1     •  •     •  1        1     4.1  quotii  lU  181)0. 

allowed  by  then-  lease,  and,  in  my  ojunion,  had  they 
been  permitted  to  take  ."iOjOOO  in  1<S!)1,  they  eoiild  not  have  seeured  that 
number  if  they  had  killed  every  bachelor  seal  with  a  merchantable 
skin  on  both  islands,  so  yreat  was  the  diminution  in  the  uumber  of 
animals  found  there. 

I  arrived  with  my  command  at  St.  I'aul  Island  June  7,  1891;  at  that, 
date  vi'ry  few  seals  had  arrived  and  but  a  small  num-      j^^    j.^^j,  ^^^^^  ^^ 
ber  had  been  killed  for  fresh   food.     On  the   lUth  of  (icoii,',- '  isiamis    in, 
.lune,  IS'.tl,  we  were  at  St.  Georj-c  Island  and  found  a   '''"■ 
fev^  seals  had  been  taken  there,  also  for  food,  the  number  of  seals  arriv- 
ing not  being  enouf-h  to  warrant  the  killing  any  grcjat  number.    Dur- 
ing that  year  1  was  at  and  around  l)oth  these  islands  every  month  from 
and  including  June  until  the  1st  day  of  December  (ex<'epting  October), 
and  at  no  time  were  there  as  many  seals  in  sight  as  in  1890.     I  assert, 
this  from  actual  observation,  and  it  is  my  opinion  we 
Avill  tind  less  this  year,  and  should  pelagic  sealing  in 
the  North  Pacific  aid  Bering  Sea  continue,  it  is  only  a  (question  of  a 
very  tew  years,  when  seal  in  these  seas,  and  especially  at  the  seal  islands, 
will  be  a  thing  of  the  j>ast,  for  they  are  being  rapidly  destroyed  by  the 
killing  of  feiiudes  in  the  oi)en  sea. 

As  to  the  percentage  of  seals  lost  in  pelagic  sealing  where  the  use  of 
iirearms  is  em[)loyed,  1  am  not  able  to  state  of  my  own 
observation,  but  from  conversations  with  those  en- 
gaged in  the  business  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  number  seeured  is 
small  compared  with  those  lost  in  attempts  to  secure  them.  No  men- 
tion was  ever  made  of  any  unusual  number  of  dead 
pups  upon  the  rookeries  having  been  noticed  at  any 
time  prior  to  my  visit  in  1870,  but  when  I  again  visited  the  islands  in 
1890  1  found  it  a  subject  of  much  solicitude  by  tho.se  interested  in  the 
perpetuation,  and  in  1891  it  had  assumed  such  proportions  as  to  cau.se 
serious  alarm.  The  natives  making  the  drives  lirst  discovered  this 
trouble,  then  .special  agents  took  n(»te,  and  later  on  I  think  almost  every- 
one who  was  allowed  to  visit  the  rookeries  could  not  close  their  eyes 
or  nostrils  to  the  great  numbers  of  dead  i»ups  to  be  seen  on  all  sides. 
In  company  with  Six'cial  Agent  .Alu nay,  Caiitain  lloojier,  and  Engineer 
Jirertoii,  of  the  Conciii,  I  visited  the  lleef  and  (iobatch  rookeries,  St. 
Paul  Island,  in  August,  1891,  and  saw  (»iie  of  the  most  pitiable  sights 
that  1  have  ever  witnessed.  Thousands  of  (h-ad  and  dying  pui)s  were 
scattered  over  the  ro(»keries,  while  the  shores  were  lined  with  emacia- 
ted, hungry  little  fellows,  with  their  eyes  turned  toward 
the  sea  uttering  plaintive  cries  for  their  mothers,  which 
were  destined  never  to  return.  Numl)ers  of  them  were 
opened,  their  stomachs  examiiieil,  and  tlu^  faitt  revealed 
tliat  starvation  was  the  cause  of  death,  no  organic  dis- 
ease being  ai»parent. 

The  greatest  number  of  .seals  taken  by  hunters  in  1891  was  to  the 
westward  and  northwestward  of  St.  Paul  Island,  and  the  largest  num- 
ber of  dead  i)ui)s  were  found  that  year  in  rookeries  situated  on  the  west- 
ern side  of  the  island.  This  fact  alone  goes  a  great 
way,  in  my  opinion,  to  conlirm  the  theory  that  the  loss  eauiol'Xuth  Timp" 
of  the  mothers  was  the  cause  of  mortality  among  the 
yotiiig. 
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After  the  mother  soals  have  given  birth  to  their  yonnff  on  the  ishmds, 
Fe    icB  f  <>(iiii '  Ko  *^he  goes  to  *he  water  to  feed  and  bat  lie,  and  I   have 
t«io("raii.«from'i'Hb-  observcd  them,  not  only  around  tlie  ishmds,  but  from 
iiofi«i»...i».  so  to  100  miles  out  at  sea. 

In  different  years,  the  tVeding  grouiuls  or  the  location  where  the 
greater  number  of  s(^als  are  taken  by  poachers  seem  to  differ;  in  otlier 
words,  the  seals  freciuently  change  feeding  grounds.  For  instance,  in 
1887,  tlie  greatest  number  of  seals  were  taken  by  i)oachers  betAveen 
Unamak,  Akatan  Passes,  and  the  seal  islands,  and  to  the  southwest- 
ward  of  St.  tieorge  Island.  In  188*.),  the  catching  was  largely  done  to 
the  southward  and  eastward,  in  nniny  cases  from  50  to  ]o()  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  seal  islands.  In  the  season  of  1890,  to 
of  list' illoiuHi^^^^^^^  tl'*''  *^<»"tliward  and  southward  and  westward,  also  to 
northwest  and  northeast  of  the  islands,  showing  that 
the  se.als  have  been  scattered.  The  season  of  18!>I,  the  greatest  number 
were  taken  to  northward  or  westward  of  St.  I'aul,  and  at  various  dis 
taiu^es  from  25  to  150  miles  away. 

On  my  cruise  to  St.  Matthews  and  Unamak  Island,  we  did  not  dis- 
cover any  seal  within  25  or  30  jniles  t»f  those  islands,  uor  do  I 
know  of  or  believe  that  the  seals  haul  out  upon  land  in 
any  of  the  American  waters  of  IJeriiig  Sea,  except  at 
the  I'ribilof  Islands.  If  the  seal  life  is  to  be  preserved 
for  commercial  purposes,  tln^  seals  must  be  jirotected, 
not  only  in  the  Ijcring  Sea,  but  in  the  water  along  the 
I'auitic  coast  from  the  Aleutian  Passes  to  tlie  (Vdumbia  liiver. 

Wash.  0.  Coui^son, 
Captain,  U.  S.  livvennh  Marino. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.'Jtli  day  of  April,  A.  I)., 
]  SJ)2. 

[L.  S.J 

Clehiekt  Bennett, 

Notari/  ruhJic. 
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Di'iwsition o/Lcandcr  Co.v,  marine  engineer,  .sailing  since  1S71  between  San 

Francisco  and  Bering  ISea. 


PELAGIC  SEALING. 

State  of  CALiFORNrA, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Leandcu'  Cox,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  52 

years  of  age.     1  am  by  (M'cui>ation  a  marine   engineer.     I  reside  in 

San  Francisco.     I  tirst  went  to  the   IJering   Sea  in 

18/1,  and  have  been  going  there  annually  since  1874, 

During  the  winter  time  I  have  been  emi)loyed  as  engineer  on  a  ])as- 

senger  vessel  running  between  here  and  Victoria,  British  Columbia, 

making  occasional  trips  south  to  San  Diego,  <'al.    1  saw  but  very  few 

seals  between  here  and  San  Diego,  but  north  from  here  to  Victoria.  I 

have  formerly  seen  large  herds  of  them  sleeping  and  playing  on  the 

water  during  the  winter  and  spring  months.     In  IMay 

Migration.  ^^^^  Juiie  tlicy  coiigregato  about  the  passes  to  enter 

the  Bering  Sea,  and  I  have  seen  them  in  great  numbers  at  this  time. 

During  my  annual  cruising  in  Ik'iing  Sea  and  to  and  from  the  Pribilof 

Islands  I  have  carefully  noted  the  number  and  appeaaance  of  seals  iu 
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tlio  water  and  on  the  breeding  rookeries  from  the  deck  of  my  vessels 

and  have  also  repeuredly  visited  the  hauling  grounds  from  year  to  year, 

and  it  was  about  1S84  and  IcSS")  tinit  bare  spots  begai» 

to  appear  (m  the  rookeries,  so  mucli  so  that  mys»df  and  ,.^,,Vk,'|'u-«^'  '"  """  "^ 

the  other  officers  often  spoke  of  it  ami  discussed  the 

causes  therefor. 

The  decrease  in  number  of  seals  botli  on  the  rribilof  Islands  and  in 
thewatersof  tlu'JSering  Sea  and  North  L*a<'ifie  has  been 
very  rapid  sine  1885,  especially  so  in  the  hist  three  or 
four  years,  ami  it  is  my  opinion  that  there  is  not  now  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  number  of  seals  in  these  watei's  and  on  <he  isliinds  tliat 
tliere  were  ten  years  ago.     I  attribute  this  decrease  to     ,,,   .     ,.  ,.,. 
the  terrible  sliiughter  ot  ieinale  seals  now  gding  on  in   .ipiiiiy  ivmaU". 
the  sea.     1  beli«ne  the  days  of  the  fur-seal  are  [)retty 
much  over,  and  if  tln^  remnant  is  to  be  saved,  they  must      I'loitrtiou  iumcs- 
be  protected  in  tluMvaters  of  the  North  P;.,  'Uc  as  well  as    ""-' 
in  those  of  Bering  Sea,  from  the  rifle  and  shotgun  of  tlu^  hunter.     [  am  of 
the  opinion  that  it  will  take  careful  nursing  for  some  years,  under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances,  to  restore  the  number  of  seals  to  anything 
like  what  it  was  prior  to  1878.    I  was  in  theemi)loy  of  the  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company,  the  former  lessees  t)f  the  seal  islands,  and  their  in- 
structions were  to  use  the  utmost  care  in  taking  their 
quota  of  seals,  so  that  there  might  be  no  diminution  in 
number  from  year  to  year,  and  I  personally  know  those  instructions 
w(Me  rigidly  enfor(;ed.  "  From  my  experience,  observation,  and  conver- 
sation with  seal  hunters,  I  am  of  the  oinnion  that  fully 
75  per  cent  of  their  catcli  are  females,  and  that  a  vast  „KTiMiy"5'MiinU8*!'^'^'''' 
number  of  the  stalls  killed  by  them  are  lost.     I  am  not 
now,  and  never  have  been,  in  the  employ  of  the  present  lessees  of  the 
seal  islands. 

Leandkr  Cox. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  0th  day  of  ^  pril,  A.  D.  18i)2, 
[SEAL.]  Clement  IJknnett, 

Xotary  rublic. 
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State  of  California, 

Oity  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

John  Ualton,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  32 
years  of  age.  1  reside  in  San  Francisco.  My  occupation  is  that  of  a 
sailor.  I  made  a  sealing  voyage  to  tin;  North  Pacific 
and  Bering  Sea  in  1885,  on  the  schooner  Alexander, 
of  which  Capt.  J.  F.  McLean  was  master.  I  was  a  uef.'^";'"'''''  ^"^'''  '" 
boat-pniler.  We  left  Victoria  in  January  and  vent 
south  to  Cape  Flattery  and  Cape  Blanco,  sealing  around 
about  two  months,  when  we  went  north,  sealing  all  the  way 
the  Bering  Sea.  "VVe  had  between  100  and  .'500  seals  before  entering 
the  sea.  Most  all  of  them  were  females  with  pups  in  them.  We  en- 
tered the  sea  to  the  best  of  my  recolle<'tion  about  June, 
and  caught  about  900  seals  in  there,  two-thirds  of  which 
2716— vol  II 27 
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were  inotluir  seals  with  tlieir  luciisls  Cull  of  milk,     f  saw  tlio  milk  flow- 
iiij;  on  tiic  deck  when  we  skinned  tlieni.     VV(^  hiid  six  boats,  eaeli  bout 
having  a  hunter,  a  boal-[)nller,  and  steerer.     We  used  shotj;u!iH  all  th«» 
,.,    .     .  ,.,.  time;  wc  iiad  rifles,  but  we  did  not  use  them.     Wiu'U 

It  was  ronfi'h  wt-atlier,  we  p»t  on*^  out  ot  six  that  we 
killed  or  wounded,  and  in  sinootli  weather  we  eouhl  ^^et  on  an  aveiiif^e 
one  out  ol"  three  and  sotnetimes  three  (»ut  of  (iv«'.  The  waters  were  Cull 
of  them  at  that  time.  We  eanglit  them  from  50  to  (JO  milesoff  the  seal 
islands. 

J.    I) ALTON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.'JtIi  day  of   Ai)ril  A.  J). 
18!>2. 

[l.  s.]  Clkmiont  ['.KNNKTT. 

Notary  I'libUo. 


Deposition  of  Joseph  Ihiinis,  scaler. 

pelagic  sealinu. 

State  of  Oalifohnia, 

Citi/  and  County  of  *SVrrt  Francisco,  ss  : 

Joseph  Dennis,  havinji'  been  duly  sworn,  d(»i)oso8  and  says:  I  re- 
side in  San  J'^raneiaeo.  iMy  oecupation  has  been  that  of  seaman  for 
the  last  three  years.  I  was  on  the  V^auderbilt  in  18SS, 
that  being  the  only  sealing  trip  I  ever»  made.  We 
sealed  from  San  Francisco  to  (,)ueeu  Charlotte  Ishuid, 
and  caught  between  500  and  000  seals,  nearly  all 
females  heavy  with  ycmng.  I  have  seen  alive 
young  pup  taken  out  of  its  mother  and  kept  alive  for 
three  or  four  days.  We  sealed  from  10  to  120  miles  off  the  coast,  but 
was  never  ui>  in  the  Bering  Sea  sealing.  We  hunted. 
c,.asL!n"'fe.'iMru.'!  ""»«tly  with  shotguns,  and  captured  about  one-half 
that  we  killed  and  wounded.  1  never  knew  or  heard 
of  seals  hauling  up  along  the  coast  or  giving  birth  to  their  young  in  the 
water. 

Joseph  Dennis. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  1>i;xnett, 

Notary  Fublic. 


ExpcriiaiL'o. 

Vainlfihilt,  1888. 

AfoHtly  prognuiit  ft 
males. 


Deposition  of  Richard  Do! an. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Oalifotjnia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 
Eichard  Dolan,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says;  I  am 
55  years  of  age.  1  reside  in  San  Francisco.  I  am 
by  occupation  a  longshoreman.  I  made  a  sealing 
voyage  to  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea  in  1885, 
on  the  schooner  Alexander,  of  which  Captain  McLean 
was  master.    We  left  Victoria  the  latter  end  of  Jau- 


Kxperience. 


Alexaiiilfi;   in   Ber- 
lug  Sea,  ill  1885. 
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Uitry,  iiiul  w«'iif   south   ti»  Ciipr  I'.laiico,  sciiliii,<;-  iiioiind  tliorc  two  or 

1lir«'0  iiioiidis,  wlicii  we  staitcd  iiorfli  to  t]\r.  Iiciiiij^'  Sen,  staliiij;  all  \\\v. 

way  u|>.     VV«'  liad  between  L'(M>  aii<l  .'iUO  seals  Im  Inn"  eiiteiiii;;  tlie  sea,  id 

^iieat  many  ol'tlitni  Iteiii;^  leniales  with  laijis  in  tliein.     We  entered  the 

r.erin;^'  Sea  alxiut  the  lattei'  pai  I  ol'  April,  and  ;;ol  over 

SOO  seals  in  there,  niosi  of  tliein  l)ein;;-  lenndes  in  milk,    „„^',:;,''."'  "''"*"'*^  ''*'• 

and  W(!  killed   them  from  LM»  to  IKO  miles  oil"  the,  seal 

islamls.     I  saw  the  ndlk  rnnninji'  on   tiie  deck  v.lien  we  were  skinning' 

them;  that  was  the  only  w    \   1  could  lell  they  were  t'emales.     \N"e  had 

six  boats  on  board    each  lioat  having' a  boat  pnller,  hnnter,  and  stieier. 

We  used  shotjiuns.     We  also  had  rilles,  but  only  used  them  t(»  shoot  at 

lonu  ran^e.     On  an  avera^^c  all  the  hnutcis  will  ^^ctoiie 

out  of  eveiy  thret)  oi'  four  seals   that   they  killed  or 

wounded.     There,  were  plenty  (»f  .seals  in  the  water  at  that  time, 

1M<  llAi;   .   I)(»I,AN. 

Snbsei  ibed  ami  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.'Wh  day  of  April,  A,  I),  isDii. 
[1..  .s,J  Clk.mem'  lli'.N.Nr.'n', 

XoUiiy  I'uhlic. 


WmxIi'  (p(    lilt). 


Di'ponitioii  of  Juvu's  Henry  JJou(/l<i.ss,  jiilot  on  the  HiinIi  and  Concin,  1S8:2 

'  to  l.snti. 

PELA(UO   SKALLN(i   AND    I'UllULOl'   ROOlvKUIES. 


Sj'Ate  of  Calikokvma, 

City  and  County  of  San  Frunchco^  ss: 
flames  Henry  Doujilass,  bein;^-  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  sa,\s:  \  am  a 
eiti/en  of  the  Unit<'d  States.     1  am  by  occupation   a  master  and  pilot 
of  vessels.     My  residence  is  Ahuneda,  Cal.     I  have  had 
a  loiiji"  e.\i)erience  sailing;'  in  tlu^  North  i'acitie  and  !'>er-      KxpninKr. 
in.i>'  Sea.     I  went  to  the  seal  ishiuds  in  JJeiinj;'  Sea  over 
twenty  years  aj^o,  and  have  been  there  many  times  subsequently  while 
ill  the  emi)loymeut  of  the  (Jovernment.     Fiom  1SS2  to  ISSS   I  cruised 
consecutively  in  I>eriii,n'  Sea  as  pilot  on  tiie  reveiiiu;  cutters    li'nslt  and 
Corivin,  and  was  often  on  the  scjal  islands,  our  vessel  beiny'  fre([uently 
anchored  offshore  iu  the  adjacent  waters.     \  had  abundant  o[)i)ortuiiity 
and  leisure  to  wateh  the  hal«its  of  tiie  fur  seals,  both  ou  the  I'libilof 
Islands  and  in  the  waters  of  the  Xort Invest  Pacific  (Jceau  and  Ueriiij;' 
Sea.     J)urin'i  my  last  visits  to  tiie  islands   L  observed 

1  )t 't'l't 'ilSlj 

ii   very   marked   diminution   in    the    iiumlier   of  seals 
thereon  as  contrasted  with  the  herd  seen  on   the  lookeries  live  or  six 
years  previously.     I  am  familiar  with  the  area  and  topoj^raphy  of  the 
various  rookeries  on  the  islands,  and  havi'  '-'i>served  that  spaees  for- 
merly occuipied  by  seal  herds  are  now  vacant  and  iiarts 
of  them  covered  with  ftrass.     This  diminution  was  par- 
ticularly noticeable  in  1887  and  1888,  the  last  two  years  of  n»y  visits  to 
the  islands. 

The  cause  of  this  decrease  I  believe  to  be  due  to  the  promiscuous  kill- 
iiiy'  of  the  seals  by  hunters  on  the  oi)en  sea  and  the  dis- 
turbance caused  by  their  presence!  in  destroyinji-  the 
mother  seals  and  scattering;'  the  herds.  I  have  conversed  with  a.  jjieat 
many  persons  wh(»  have  been  engaj;'(ul  in  sealini;'  in  the  yortlieru 
waters,  and  their  uniform  testimony  is  to  the  effect  that  the  open-sea 
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Sc.'illi  rifij;  III'  Iu'IiIh. 


MiiJorUy  of  I'emulos 
Avilli  pup. 


AViiMti'  of  lifi). 


KcmalrH  fcoiliii};. 


liniitin}''  is  riipidly  «lostr(»yinff  tlio  fur  soals,  iiiid  thaf  it  \h  only  a  qnoa- 
li(tii  of  11  lew  yriirs  until  tlicy  ciifirtOy  disappciir  if  tii(^  pcjjijjic  seiilin^i 
(continues.  Since  tlic  seal  liiiiitiii^'  iK'j^an  fo  be  iihliisti  ioiisly  piiisiicil 
alxMit  the  ycai's  I SSl-'sr),  and  tiic  transfer  of  Anicrican  sciiooiu'is  to  i\w 
Hritisli  11a;;' at  Victoria,  liritisii  (Jtdomhia,  took  plact!  to  avoid  sciznrc, 
1  liave  ix'cn  made  ac([uaint('d,  l>otli  tVoin  observation  and  conversation 
with  sealei'S.  of  the  fact  of  tiie  ^i'l'owiii};  scarcity  of  stalls. 
During  my  voya.nes  up  and  down  tin'  coast  I  liav(^  fre- 
quently seen  fur-seals  in  small  ;;roups  at  points  where,  until  lately,  they 
w«'re  never  known  to  a pj tear  before.  This  scattering;' of  the  herd  is  un- 
(pu'stionably  in  lar^c  i>art  due  to  tlu^  fact  that  exjtert  hunters  tirst  aim 
to  kill  the  leader  of  these  small  herds,  when  the  remaining;  niendters  be- 
coming'<'oiifused  and  scattered  fall  aneasiei'  prey  to  the  sealer,  or  losin/^ 
their  way  wander  <»tV  in  their  fii^htened  coiKlit  ion  to  new  grounds  away 
from  the  usual  [)ath  to  the  islands  where  they  are  killed  by  Indians  or 
sealers  alongshore. 

IMy  information  and  obscirvution  is  that  a  very  larye  proi)ortion  of 
those  killed  along  the  coast  and  at  sen  from  Oregon  to  the  Aleutian 
Islamls  are  female  seals  with  i»ups;  1  thiidc  not  less 
than  95  per  (tent.  The  proportion  of  fenuile  seals  killed 
in  the  Bering  Seu  is  ecpudly  large,  but  the  destruction 
to  si'al  life  is  mueli  greater,  owing  to  the  fact  that  when 
a  mother  s(;al  is  killed  her  suckling  pup  lett  at  the 
rookery  also  jterishes.  lm]>regimtion  having  also  taken  place  before  she 
left  the  rookery  in  search  of  food,  the  f<etus  of  the  next  year's  birth  is 
likewise  destroyed.  I  also  found  that  females  after  giving  birth  to 
their  ycning  at  the  rookeries  s(!ek  the  <!odlish  baidcs  at  V^irious  points 
at  a  distance 'of  from  40  to  l-T)  nules  from  the  i.slands 
for  food,  and  are  frcipiently  ab.sent  one  or  more  days  at 
a  time,  when  they  return  to  find  their  young. 

1  have  uoticeil  that  the  iemales  when  at  sea  are  less  wild  and  dis- 
trustful than  the  bachelor  seals,  and  dive  less  (puckly  in  the  presence 
of  the  huntei".  After  feeding  plentifully,  or  when  resting  after  heavy 
weather,  they  appear  to  fall  aslee]>  upon  the,  surface  of  the  water.  It 
is  then  they  beconu'  an  easy  target  for  the  hunters. 

About  seven  years  since  I  was  on  the  revenue-cutter  Corwin  when 
slie  seized  the  .sealing  schooner  San  Dit'f/o  in  Bering 
Sea.  On  the  schooner's  deck  were  found  the  bodies  of 
some  twenty  seals  that  had  recently  been  killed.  An 
exanunati(m  of  the  bodies  disclosed  that  all  of  them, 
with  but  a  single  exception,  were  females,  and  had 
their  young  inside  or  were  giving  suck  to  their  y<mng. 

Out  of  some  oOl)  or  GOO  skins  ou  board   [  only  found  some  5  of  the 
number  that  were  taken  from  males.    1  have  also  been  present  at  nu- 
merous other  seizures  of  .sealing  ves.sels,  some  eighteen  in  number,  and 
,,,,  ,   among  the  several  thousand  skins  seized  I  found  on 

Otlidi-  seizures,  iiiiil  •        i-         ii      i.  i.i  i  i.   •  •    i  i       j.i  <• 

skins iibiiai.1.  examination  that  they  were  almost  invavuu)ly  those  ot 

females.  There  certainly  was  not  a  larger  proportion 
of  males  than  five  to  the  hundnid  skins.  This  great  slaughter  of  mother 
seals  certainly  means  a  speedy  destruction  to  seal  life. 

I  have  my.self  observed,  and  have  so  learned  from  others,  that  for  the 

last  ten  or  lifteen  years  theie  were  more  seals  at  the  islands  than  there 

were  twenty-two  years  ago  when  I  tirst  visited  the  Pribilof  Islands;  an 

Minnimnt  iucrcase  diu',  without  doubt,  to  the  very  careful  pi*o- 

tection  and  fo.stering  of  the  seal  herds  aft'orded  by  the 

Alaska  Commercial  Company,  then  lessee  of  the  islands. 

J.  H.  Douglass. 


Sail 


Dicijo    seiziil, 


jrajiirity  of  feiuiilo 
skins  on  biiaril. 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2L'd  day  of  .\pril,  A.  I).  1S!)2 

[L.  S.]  CLEMKNT    ni;.NNKTT, 

NoUittj  I'ubliu. 


DepoHitUm  of  Peter  DufTtf,  senhr  (hoatpuller). 

I'ELAlilO   SKALINCK 


T  am  by 

IlxiPITifllci'. 

.SV(i  OttiT  in  r.(  ririj} 
Si-ii  ill  ISHl  '85. 


Ulivrll 


oil'    liv   llui 


W'/isti'DllirciiKislly 


State  of  CAuroitMA, 

City  unti  Coiiitlj/  t)/\S(iit  I'^ninciseo,  m: 

Peter  Dutly,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says; 
occupation  a  .seaman.  I  reside  in  San  Fraiu'isco.  1 
was  in  the  Uering  Sea  in  issi  and  18S.'»,  on  board  the 
Nea  Otter,  of  whicli  Oaptain  Williams  was  inastei-.  I  was 
a  boat-imller.  W»'  left  San  Fi'ancisc(»and  fisiicd  up  the 
coast  until  we  entered  the  Meriiig  Sea,  in  July,  and 
scaled  about  the  sea  until  we  were  driven  ott"  by  tlu^ 
revenne  J'utter  Coririji.  Vvoui  lliei'c  w<'  went  to  the 
('oi)per  Islands.  Our  whole  catch  amounted  to  900 
skins,  and  wt;  killed  m((st  of  them  willi  rilles.  We  only  J,"i'|';J""  '"'  i'"'!-''""'''' 
got  about  one  out  of  eight  that  we  shot  at,  and  they 
were  most  all  females  giving  milk  or  in  puj).  When  we  cut  the  hide  oft' 
you  could  .see  tiie  milk  running  from  tiie  breasts  of  the  seals.  Tlie.sect- 
ond  year  we  got  over  1,.'J0()  skins;  som<'<tf  them  were  cows  with  pups  in 
them,  and  most  all  the  n>st  were  cows  giving  milk  and  some  of  the  lat- 
ter we  killed  as  far  from  the  rookeries  as  llnimak  I'a.ss.  1  can  not  tell 
tlie  sex  of  the  s<'al  in  the  water.  Our  hunters  were 
ordinary,  average  hunters.  We  tried  to  make  a  raid 
on  St.  (ieorge  Island,  but  the  Corwin  was  after  us  and 
we  kept  out  of  its  way. 

Peter  Duffy. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  0th  day  of  April,  1802. 
[L.  S.J  Clement  IVennett, 

Notary  rublic. 


Itiilcl  on  St.  George 
IhIiuhI. 


Deposition  of  M.  C.  Ersldne,  master  mariner  for  tirenii/foor  years. 

PELAGIC  SEALING  AND   PllIHILOF   llOOKEKIES. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Franeiseo,  ss: 

M.  C.  Erskine,  having  been  duly  sworn,  de[»o.ses  sind  says:  I  am  55 
years  of  age.     I  reside  in  San  Francisco.     I  am  a  mas- 
ter mariner  by  occu]>ation,     I  have  been  going  to  th<^     T--xiMneiice. 
Bering  Sea  twenty-tour  years.    1  went  tirst  to  the  seal  islands  in  April, 
1S08,  and  have  been  going  there  ever  since,  visiting  the 
islandseveryyearuntill800.    Ihavebeencruisingalong  ly^'"'  '8i'«"i8  i^cb- 
tliecoastfnun  here  to  the  Aleutian  Islands,  and  havehad 
an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  habits  of  the  seals.    A  year  ago  last 
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Miircli  T  s;nv  a  liovd  of  souls  oi"  IVoni  500  to  GOO  just  above  Cape  Men- 
(lociiio.  1  liavc  also  oltfii  met  l;u<;('  iiuinlx'i'S  scattered  aloiiji"  the 
coast  of  Cape  Flattery,  j;ciiei:illy  Iroiii  10  to  20  miles  oil'shoro.  1  have 
never  been  iirouiid  the  eoiist  IVoni  Silkii  to  J'rinec  Willinin  Sound. 
From  what  I  have  seen  iind  iieard  1  l»elie\e  seals  are  found  from  (!ape 
INIendociiiio  up  to  Ciii»e  l-'liitteiy  in  the  winter  months,  in  Deeeinber, 
January,  I'ebruary,  and  Mareli  of  the  years  ISOO  and  ISOl  I  was  run- 
iiiuj^  on  the  regular  ])assen,u('i  trips  fi'om  hereto  I'u.yet  Sf)und.  I  fre- 
quently saw  both  seals  and  hunters.  I  think  the  seals 
MMrXiinirAlM-'iL'  '"  <'ommenee  to  leave  the  eoast  workin<;'  their  way  north 
in  ]\!areh  and  Ai»ril.  Two  years  aj^o  (his  si)rinf>-,  within 
L'O  or  .'50  miles  off  Cape  Mattery,  west  of  the  (!oast  of  Vancouver,  I 
sij4hted  one  trip  ')  or  0  sealiniii'  schooners. 

While  there  is  sdij'"  dilfcrenee  in  the  ai)pearanee  of  the  fenuile  and 
old  male  seals,  I  do  not  think  it  wonhl  be  possible  for  the  hunters  to 
tell  that  (liri('ienc(^  in  tiie  s(>a  at  any  ,yrcat  distance.  I  have  noticed 
that  the  seals  yafiicr  in  larye  In-rds  at  the  passes  about  the  time  they 
are  ready  to  j;(>  into  tlu;  IJerin.n'  Sea,  and  that  they  are  more  scattered 


I/Iii'l;i'  piT'i  iiliiijr  111' 
filiuilcs  t;ikiii. 

A]i|iiMr  in  IJi'iIti'^ 
Si'ii  lattt'i  iniit.  (jT 
A|ii  il. 


when  seen  alonj;"  the  coast.  1  saw  one  schooner's  catch 
examined  at  Unalaska  in  ISS"  and  there  were  fouiul  a 
lai'.ii'.'  i)er  eenta.ue  of  female  M'als  anions'  them.  The 
seals  i-'enerally  ap|)ear  in  the  IJeriiij;-  Sea  about  the 
latter  i)art  of  Aj)ril.  1  think,  however,  their  arrival 
<lepends  a  ji'reat  deal  n])on  the  season.  The  lar.n'e  bachelor  seals  and 
the  old  bulls  are  the  lii'st  to  enter  the  sea  about  April  or  May,  and  the 
(!ows  ji'enerally  commence  to  arri\ c  and  are  seen  by  thousands  in  the 
middle  of  June.  For  many  years  pri(»r  to  ISIM)  L  have  observed  the 
ro(»keries  from  my  ship  and  also  from  the  islands.  The 
Firsi  <i<«i''iis"   1"  first  deci'case  in  the  miml>er  appeariui"' on  the  rookeries 

lookcriL'M  111  1884.  ,    .  ,  i-  i  i  i-        i       i  i-        i 

and  III  the  siintiundiii;;'  sea  that  1  |)articularly  notn'cd 
was  in  the  sumnu'r  of  bSSl,  and  it  has  become  more  marked  from  year 
to  year  since.  For  tiie  last  three  or  four  years  tlieir  disap])earance  has 
i)een  very  markiMl.  In  C).-ti»l>er,  lS')i».  1  made  a  tri])  from  Unalaska  to 
b^.Michaels.  When  a!)out  20  miles  south  of  St.Ceorji'e  we  eonnnenced 
to  watch  for  seals  passin.ii,'  tiie  Z.ipandie  rookeiy  close  in  shore,  along- 
tie  west  end  of  St.  George  Island  to  Otter  Island  and  Seal  Island  rock; 
f  lenee  to  Northeast  Point  abmit  a  mile  and  a  half  off  shore. 

When  we  started  I  reijuested  ♦^he  ol'ticers  to  l<eei)  a  sharp  lookout  and 
to  report  if  they  saw  any  seals  in  the  water,  1  was  on  deck  most  of  the 
tinuMuyself,  also,  and  we  only  saw  2  seals  in  the  wliole  run,  v.hereas, 
ten  years  ago,  when  on  a  similar  voyage,  seals  were  so  ])lentiful  that  it 
was  imi)ossiltle  to  count  them.  From  my  hnig  observa- 
tion I  do  not  think  there  are  as  many  seals  by  tvi'o- 
thirds  now  annually  arriving  on  the  islands  or  in  those 
waters  as  there  were  ten  years  ago.  wln'u  1  lii'st  eommeneed  to  notice 
that  they  were  <leereasing.  !>y  tliis  statenu'iit  1  nieam  to  say  that  only 
one  third  as  many  are  now  to  be  seeii  as  formerly.  1  have  often  ob- 
served the  dii\  ing  and  killing  of  t  he  seal  on  the  islands 
by  the  fornu'r  lessees,  the  Alaska  (Joinmercial  Com])aiiy, 


Del  reascil    lo   otw- 
tliiid. 


At;nKiL;i'nii  lit.  llii\ 
iii^  ;iiiil  Kllliii^j;. 


and  I  know  the  (Munpany  reipiired  the  seals  tobehandled 
with  gr(>at  care,  and  that  the  inst  ructions  from  the  company  were  to  that 
etfect  and  ligidly  enforced.  Cntil  hunting  and  killing  was  commenced 
by  Imnters  in  the  open  sea  1  oli;erv<'d  no  apjtreciable  decrease  in  the 
niimbei'  arri\ing,  which  was  alxnit  ISSt.  In  my  ojiinioii  the  chasing  of 
t  lie  seals  and  the  shooting  of  them  has  a  tendency  t(»  frighten  them  and 
disturb  them  aiiti  pre\  cuts  their  increasing  us  they  would  if  they  were 
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ijipc  Mou- 
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left  undisturbed  in  the  waters.     From  my  ol)seivation  of  the  methdd.s 

eiiii»loved  by  tlieoi)en-sea  hunters  I  beliexe  that  a  very 

lar^e 'proportion   of  those  killed  by  them  are  lost,    'l    ^  \v.i>'' -i  liivsM-r 

haveotten  heard  sealers  so  ex ])ress  themselves.     They 

liave  said  to  me  that  they  }H'.t  only  about  1  out  of  5  shot  or  killed ; 

others  nuide  the  loss  still  j;reater.     I  think  the  latter  statement  mon' 

nearly  correct. 

The  larji'e  decrease  of  seals  in  the  Maters  of  tlie  ocean  and  sea  must 
unquestionably  be  caused  by  the  indiseriminate  killiiifj' 
now  goinj;  on  by  poachinin'  schooners,  and  if  not  dis     .^  >'"i'^"iiiniiMic  uiii 
continued,  it  Avill  most  certainly  be  a  matter  of  a  very 
few  years  before  the  seals  will  be  exterminated.     1  have  been  for  tiie 
])ast  t\\ en ty-lbur  years  and  am  now  enipl(»yed  by  the  Alaska  Comnier- 
cial  Company,  the  former  lessees  ot  the  seal  islands,  and  my  opportu- 
nity for  j>atli«Ming  the  facts  herein  set  forth  has  been  of  the  most  favor- 
able character,  both  at  the  seal  islands  us  .■ ,;'  as  in  the  l>eiiiif]f  S'  ;i.     I 
am  not  now  and  never  have  been  in  the  employ  of  the  present  h'ssee.s 
of  the  seal  islands. 

M.  C.  Erskink. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  (Uli  day  of  Ajnil,  A.  1).  ISP2. 
[SKAL.J  Clkmk.nt  1>i:nm.;tt, 

liotnry  Ptthlir, 


Dc2)osition  of  GrOi.jc  Fairehild,  sealer  {hodf-pnller). 

rELAGIC    SKALING. 

State  of  Califoknia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco^  ss: 

Cieor^e  Fairchild,  having'  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and   <ays:  I  re- 
side in  San  Francisco.    I  am  a  sailor  l)y  occnpalion. 
I    nunle  a  sealinjj-  vova^c   to  the   Xorth  Pacilic  and        •'^i"-"-"''' 
J'.eriii}''  Sea  on   the    Sadie    Clyde,   of   which    Captai'i      ■^■"■'"•'■'."^""^^«- 
Doekerty  was  mastei'     '  was  a  bo.it  puller.     We  s-mVil  fioni  Victoria 
on  the  loth  of  April,  188>.     We  went  north  to  tW  l>ri(ii<.'  J*«a.  sealinj^- 
all  the  way  uj),  r. ml  ji'ol   110  seals  before  eiiterinj;  the   •^*.      Most  «»f 
them  were  cows,  nearly  all  of  which  had  pups  in  rliettt 
AVe  took  some  of  the  i»ups  alive  out  of  the  iHtait^n  >A      '' "       "^^^    »» 
the  females.     We  entered  the  Ileiinc:  Sea  Mj-.y   '->.h. 
and  we  ^(»t  TtKi  seals  in  there,  the  greater  <piatoir\  of  w h  «eic  fe- 
males with  their  breasts  full  of  milk,  a  tact  \vhi"<»  I  kiH'w  i'\  i«-..>oii  of 
liavinj;  seen  the  milk  How  on  the  deck  when  tin,    a*"-   m-iU'^  skinned. 
We  had.')  boats  on  board,  each  boat  iiavinji  a  liuiirci. 
boat  puller,  and  steerer.     We  used  >hotjinii     iiid  ritlc-. 
We  };'ot  1  out  of  every.")  or  Otiial  we  killed  or  wounded. 
Wewoumled  a  sreat  many  that  we  did   not  j^et.     W«- 
caught  them  from  10  to. ")0  miles  oil' I  he  seal  ishu'ds. 

(iKoKi.i     i'\ii;<  III    I 

Subscribed  and  8worn  to  before  mc  this   I.Jth   ila\  of  Apil.  A.I). 
]S02. 
|L.  s.]  Cli:.mi;m   P.KNvivrj. 

Auturjf  I'mldi^ 


W;l^l»  i.f  lif.. 

•nil  »  H'lim  islaml- 


f| 
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TESTIMONY 


J)e2)onition  of  George  Fogel,  mnnnging  oioner  since  1SS8. 


ExjiiTic'iicc. 


a   n.  While 

KittP  Manniii'f. 


iiiid 


shot ;  utlicl's,  40  to  ij:). 


DecrcasG. 


PELAGIC   SEALlNa. 

State  of  (jALiroiiyiA, 

Cltji  and  Count ji  of  San  Francisco,  ss  : 

George  Fogel,  liaviiig  been  duly  swoni,  dejioses  iiiul  says:  1  am  52 
yeais  of  age.    I  reside  in  San  Franeisco.     My  occnpa- 
tioii  is  that  of  a  nn'r<'li:!iit.     I  Iiave  Itcen  interested  in 
sealing  selioouers  f(ir  fitnr  years,  prior  to  1<S!»2.     1  sent 
out  tlie  (J.  II.  White  and  Kate  Manning  to  the  Jiering 
Sea  and  Xortli  I'aeitie.    W<'  e(inii»|)ed  onr  vessels  with 
sliotguns  and  riMes.   They  generally  lelt  here  in   Mareh  and  hunted 
along  the  eoast  to  the  ])ass(!s,  and  then   into  tlie  Bering  Sea  and  re- 
turned here  in  August  or  Septeinl)er.     The  seals  taken  by  them  were 
-,     ,     „  ,.     ,       nearly  all  females,  as  the  bulls  are  scattei'cd  about  an<l 
go  out  to  sea  a  great  distance,  and  it  does  not  pay  to 
go  after  them,  while  the  females  go  in  big  bands  and  do  not  travel  off 
shore  as  far  as  the  bulls.     We  alwa.\  s  sold  our  skins  in  San  {""raneisco. 
From  the  ammunition  we  furnished  tlieni  1   learned  tliat  some  of  the 
i-xiMits  "ct  I  wi    I'li'iters  on  an  average  used  from  two  to  three  rounds 
r<ii'j  iH-  ;t  n.iiMds  nc  of  skot  to  a  seal,  while  others  used  from  forty  to  lifty 
j'ounds.     From  the  reports  ofthe  oHieers  to  me  I  learnt'd 
that  the  seals  wen^  much  scarcer  in    ISOl  than  they 
were  in  1888,  when  I  lirst  sent  Www   •nt.     I  have  gone 
out  ofthe  business  because  it  became  so  un])rotitable  on  actcouiit  ofthe 
scarcity  of  seals.     I    give  them  four  years  more,  and  if  they  keep  on 
hunting  them  as  they  do  now,  there  will  b(!  no  more  seals  left  worth 
going  after. 

A  few  years  ago  you  could  go  off  shore  about  .'jOinih'sfroin  San  Fran- 
cisco and  you  would  come  across  thousands  of  seals  lei>urely  going 
,  .   ,,.,  noith,  while  now  we  see  but  very  few.     I  htted  out  the 

(/(/(/(Iff,  111  18(4.  ,         '  .,  .   .      ,o-i  1    •    1        '  /?  i.1        !•       i  ' 

seiiooner  (  ggnet  in  18(4,  which  was  oue<»t  the  hrst  seal- 
ers to  go  t()  the  IJering  Sc;i,  and  we  had  no  trouble  in  getting  seals  at 
that  time, for  they  were  very  plentiful  and  gentle,  and  would  stand  up 
aud  look  at  the  hunters  until  they  shot  them.  You  can  not  do  that 
now.  Seals  have  been  gntwing  very  scarce  within  the  last  few  yeai's, 
and  it  does  not  pay  to  fit  out  sealing  schooners.  Jaftiibnte  thecU'crea.e 
...  „,,.  „„ ,  ill  numbers  to  their  being  hunted  so  much.     Jii  1870,  L 

sent  a  vessel  toChiUaway,  oil  the  coast  of  Chile,  Avheie 
there  were  thousands  of  seals  in  those  waters.     This  last  season  the 
Hancock  returned  from  a  tri])  there,  and  the  captain  iidbrmed  me  tlmt 
„  there   were  no  seals  worth  mentioning.     Thev  would 

Jiave  l»een  g(»od  rookeries  to-day  it  they  iiid  lieen  pro- 
tecteil  from  marauders.  The  South  Shi'tland  rookeries  were  in  the  same 
condition  in  former  years,  while  to-day  you  could  not  get  a  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  seals  if  you  were  to  hunt  there  the  whole  season.  ]\Iy 
experience  is  that  the  seal  herds  in  the  North  Pacific  and  r.cring  Sea. 
have  been  greatly  depleted  within  the  last  few  years 
by  the  constant  pursuit  and  killing  of  them  in  the  water 
by  hunters. and  unless  it  issfo]»ped  at  once  they  will  l>e 
externiinated.  The  increased  value  of  skins  in  the  last 
few  years  has  Htiiuulated  inexperienced  men  to  gointo 
the  business:  and  they  slaughter  everylhing  in  sight 
without  r«'gar<l  to  sex.  (;>..   Fouki.. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  befory  mo  this 9th  dayof  AjmiI,  A.  1).  ]8!>2 
[l.  s.]  Clement  Bk?<nett, 

Notary  rublio. 


i'riiliiliilion     ricccs 
sary. 

IiiiliHrriiiiinati'  liill- 


< 
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Bo  it  voiiu'iiihcred  tliiit  on  tlio  LM  day  of  ^NFarfili,  1SM2,  at  my  olfico, 
431  Calitbniia  streot,  in  the  city  and  ('(miity  of  Sail  J'raiici.scro,  State  of 
('alifoniia.  Ix'titr*'  inc,  ('loiacnt  IJciiiictt,  a  notary  i)nbli{'  in  and  for  said 
city  and  tniinty  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  (California,  duly  ajjitointed 
and  coininissioncd  t<!  administer  oatlis,  etc.,  persinially  a])i)eared  Luther 
T.  Franlcliii,  wlio,  beiiijj;'  tirst  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

J)€2)ositi()n  of  Liillicr  T.  FranhUn,  scaler. 

PKI.AGIO  SKALINO. 

LuTiTKU  T.  Franklin,  Inivin-j,-  lieeii  duly  sworn,  testifietl  as  follows: 
The  I^OTAUY  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  ai^'c,  i'('.si(l<'nce,  and  occupation' — A.  My 
name  is  LutherT.  Franklin;  age,;')"):  lesicU'iice,  at  present,  Oalv  land ; 
occnpatii  n,  seal-hunter. 

(}.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  Fnited  States'? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  What  State  are  you  a  ''esident  of? — A.  State  of  Califuinia. 

Q.  Have  you  heen  eii^a,u('d  in  cati'hinji:  seals  in  the  Pacilic  and   He- 


riiia 


Sea 


A.   V 


es.  sir, 


Q.  For  how  lonj;-  a  time  have  you  been  so  encased? — A    Three  sea- 


sons. 


Q.  Do  you  kno\v-  of  what  sex  the  seals  were  that  you      Expori.nce. 
have  taken  in  the  Pacific  and  lierjim'   Sea' — A.  The 
majority  of  them  ai'(!  females.     Last  year  1  killed  7-.  and  out  of  the  72 
:  iicre  was  only  •'!  males. 

Q.  Wli.jt  i>ercenta,ii'e  of  the  skins  you  have  taken 


to    05    per    iciit 


III  |iii|i  HI'  iiiilUinr;. 


M.' 


were  cows  ' — A.  About  IK)  to  !)."»  i)er  cent. 

Q.  What  iK'rcentajuc  of  the  cows  you  have  taken 
were  with  pup? — A.  All  that  are  killed  in  the  Pacific 
are  with  pup,  and  those  tiiat  are  killed  in  the  ljeriii<>' 
Sea  have  been  delivered  of  pui)s  on  the  islands  and  are  with  iiii'l 

i).  When  does  sealin.ir  coinmence  in  the  Pacific,  and  when  (KM's  it 
eiKl? — A.  Sealiiu  commences  in  the  Pacific  al)out  the  beiiinii  n^'  of 
February,  and  e  '.ds  about  tlie  Lst  of  May. 

Q.  WluMi  doo  s-alinji'  commence  in  the  Berinj;  Sea,  and  what  date 
does  itend? — A.  Sealiii,n  comniences  in  IIm!  Beriii};'  Sea  about  the  Istof 
May,  and  ends  about  the  last  of  Septeml)er. 

Q.  What  iiercentaj^e  of  seals  are  taken,  compared  to  those  you  de- 
stroy in  doiiifi'  so?  How  many  d<»you  met  of  those  you  shoot? — A.  That 
de]»eiids  upon  the  hunter.  Thc^ieneral  axeiajiv  isaljoiit  .,r,  ,„  4(1  ,„.,.  ,.|,„t 
o")  to  40  are  taken  out  of  J(K)  that  are  kiileii.  lakm  (.niinsikiiixi. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  y(»u  first  started  in  the  business  and  was 
iiiexiterieiiced  in  huiitinji,  that  y(»u.  like  all  other  be<;inners,  destroyed 
a  much  lai'^icr  projKU'tion  thi<n  you  now  do.' — A.   Yes,  mi. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  youshootat  iiiostl.\  aslee])onthe  water,  or  awake? — 
A.  Mostly  asleei*. 

Q.  J)o  you  shoot  at  them  while  breechinj;? — A.   Ves,  sir. 

(}.   I!ave  you  ever  seen  any  seals  born  in  the  water? — A.  Xo.  sir. 


().  Li  youroiiinion.  is  it  jiossible  tbrtiiem  to  be  born 


in  the  wafer 


A.  X 


iS<».  sir;  it   IS  not  pos: 


-ibh 


I'lliiyir     liiilli     iiii- 

i.-silil-. 

I.jiiil   nil    AlriiUnn 


().  Do  you  know  of  any  place  where  seals  land,  oni 
side  oftheseal  islands? — A.  I  do  not:  except  111  the  fall,    i.si".in«i»'iiitiurfuii 
thev  land  on  the  Aleutian  Islands. 
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1  Ici  rr:iH('. 


().  IIns  (licro  l)('('ii  any (locK'iiso  in  flic  (|uaiitity  of  sonis  as  ronij.nrod 
to  piTvious  years? — A.   I  liaviuiot  Ikh'ii  on  tlir  islands 
ill  t  lie  last    lew   years,  but  !   should  iniajiine  there  lias 
heen  a  {^reat  deeiease. 

Q.  To  what  do  you   attribute  the  decrease? — A.  To  the  Jiuinber  of 

vessels  that  are    up  tliei'C  pnj;aj;'ed    in    killing;'  seals, 

'■"''^''  nearly  all  (»f  which  are  I'cniales.     Last  year  there  were 

72  vessels  fifttnl  out  from  Victoria  alone,  to  «ay  nothing  of  vessels  that 

are  titted  out  at  other  other  jilaces. 

,,    ,  O.  Do  the  puns  iicrish  with  the  cows  that  you  kill?— 

Dead  i)iiim.  4       v    i.  ii      ^i  j. 

A,  >aturally  tlioy  must. 
(}.  Is  it  your  o]»ininii  if  sealiiiji'  continues  unrestricted  that  they  will 
soon  be  e\tcrniiiiated  ? — A.  (Certainly  they  will. 

().  Ill  your  o|>iiiioii.  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  itrotect  the  ooMs  in 
the  iJering  Sea  to  prevent  the  herd  from  beiiij;' exterminated? — A.  Cer- 
tainly. 

Q.  I'or  what  months  in  the  year  is  it  necessary  to 
])rotect  the  cows  in  the  licrinii' Sea? — A.  From  thetirst 
of  May  to  the  last  of  August. 
(}.  Do  yon  ji-encrally  shoot  seals  witli  a  rilleora  shotj^'un? — A.  jNIost 
all  hunters  use  shotiiiiiis,  but  1  use  a  rifle  with  ..'W-.K>  caliber. 

(^>.  .ludjiiiiii  by  the  direction  that  s<'als  were  traveliiifi'  in  the  sprin;;- 
of  the  year,  (lnriii.u' your  exjierience,  where  do  yon  sup])ose  was  their 
destination.' — A.  Tlie  seal  islands  and  the  iierin.y  Sea. 

i).  In  your  «'.\peiience,  while  you  were  liuntin.t>'  seals,  nearly  all  the 
seals  that  you  killed  were  cows  and  nearly  all  ha<l  i>ui»s? — A.  Nearly 
all  the  cows  that  were  killed  in  the  I'acilic  were  with  \)n\\,  and  conse- 
(H'l'iitly  the  i)ups  were  all  killed.  As  1  said  before,  out  of  7^  seals  that 
1  killed,  tliere  were  only  .>  males. 

L.  T.  Franklin. 


Clns 
Sill'V. 


■asim  lUTcs- 


Statio  of  (\\T,ir01!NIA, 

('(7^  (unl  Vounty  of  San  Frnneisco,  ss: 

I,  Clement  llennett.  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  city  and  county 
of  San  I'rancisci;,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  witness  in  the  foiejioiii<>' 
deposition  named  was  by  nu'  duly  sworn  to  ti^stify  tlie  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothinii  but  the  truth.  That  said  dei)osition  was  reduced  to 
wiitinji'.  and  when  completed  was  carefully'  read  over  to  said  witness, 
and  by  him  subscribed  in  my  ])resence. 

In  witness  whereot"  1  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed 
my  seal  of  oilice  this  L'd  day  of  .March,  l.Si)2. 

[1..  S.J  ('LKMlilNT   IJl'.NNirrT, 

])i<it((rtj  I'lihlic. 


Deposition  of  WilU(()u  Frazcr,  sealer  {hoatpKlhr). 

pelagic  wealing. 

State  of  Calu'oh.ma, 

Citij  (titd  Count  If  of  San  F/v(Hr/.vcf/.  .s,s'; 

\Villiani   J-'iazer.  having'  heen  duly  sworn,  dei>oses  and  says:  T  am 

2- years  of  nji'c.     1  reside  in  San  I'rancisco.     My  occu- 

Experieme.  jtatioii  is  that  of  a  laborer.     J  have  made  three  trips  to 

the  North  Pa(;itic  aud  Bering  Sea  within  the  last  six 
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•ly  all  the 
A.  Nearly 
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iNKLlN. 


11(1  eoniity 
forejioinji" 
the  whole 
educed  to 
I  witness, 

hid  aflixed 

Itt, 
I'uhUo. 


livs:   I  aiii 

My  oeeii- 

je  trips  to 

le  last  six 


VdiidciiiiU. 


C.  a.  117, i7e. 


Cliailft  M'ihnri 


yoars.     My  first   tiip  was  on  the   Clitiylcs    Wilson,  of 

■\vliicli  ('a]»t.  Kolierl   'riiriier  was  master,  and  the  next 

was  in  the  ]'(in((frl)ill.\[\\i\  tiie  last  \\  as  in  t  lie  ('.  (i.  While. 

AV'e  sailed  from  San  Franeiseo  on  tiiese  trips.     I  iet't 

here  on  the  i'harliN   Wihon  in  tlie  early  jiart  <>!'  ^larch. 

and  we  followed  up  tlie  coast,  ealcliinu'  a  few  seals  on 

our  way,  we  were  workin.u'  our  way  ri.i^ht  up  inn'tli.     We  did  not  hunt 

in   the  JJerinji' Sea  that   year,  l»nt  liuiiied  in  the   North    I'acilie,  eatch- 

iiifj;' some  .'{(to  seals.      I  was  a  hoat  puller.     The  hunters  used  riti(>s  and 

shotj^nns.     Tliey  i^ot  i,i»ont  one  out  of  every  six  they 

shot  at  or  killed,  and  sometimes  tliey  j-ot  none.     'J'he 


JliO'iiity  lost. 


Mii.il  of  tlliisf  l;il<cn 
f'i'iii;il<'-»  in  ]i  II  |i  CI  I" 
McilkiiiL'. 


greater  majority  of  them  were  fen\ales.  I  could  not  tell 
whether  a  seal  was  a  male  or  iemale  while  it  was  in  the 
Avater  uidessit  was  an  old  bull.  Mostly  all  the  females 
killed  has  uiilxtrn  jnijis  or  were  cows  giving  milk.  We  did  not  kill 
any  on  the  islands.  >Ve  never  went  in  close  enongli.  W(»  killed 
females  giving  milk  more  llian  KtlMiiiles  from  the  seal  islands.  Most 
all  the  seals  sunk  or  <h>\  e  out  of  sight  when  killed  or  wounded  and  a 
great  many  of  tiiem  we  could  not  get. 

The  next  vessel  I  went  on  was  the  VitiKhrhilt.     "We  did  not  enter  tlie 
IJering  Sea  on  that  trip  eitliei'.       We  got    al>ont  .'ioO  seals,  most   all  fe- 
males.    She  was  wrecked   and   we  came  down  on  the 
J)or<t^  belonging  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Comiiany. 
The  next  trip  was  on    the   ('.  <i.  White.     That   trip  we 
entered  the  IJering  Sea  on  the  liussian  side,  and  hunted 
all  the  (joast  of  Japan  to  the  IJering  Sea.     J  do  not 
know  if  we  were  on  the  American  side  or  not.     We  got  about  ti(K>  seals 
on  that  trip.     They  were  nearly  all  females.     J  noticed  when  we  skinneil 
them  that  they  were  lemales  in  milk,  as  the  milk  would 
run  from  their  breasts  on  to  the  decks.     We  got  back 
heie  in  Septeml)er,  and  landed  (Uir  skins  here.     There      i^t'i-'i'si-- 
were  not  as  many  seals  last  year  as  there  were  the'tirst  yeais  I  went. 

WiLLIAiM  FllAZF.U. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  Ajiril.  A.I).,  1S1»2. 

Clement  r.KNNirr, 


Vaiiilfihill  wv.'i-K 
]\!i)slly  li'iiiiili'.s. 

c.  a.  ir/,,7,'. 

-(• 

II 

Xiailv  all  liiiinlcM. 


[L.S.J 


JS'otary  PMiv. 


Deposition  of  Ethrard   W.  Fiou'lr,  .sealer. 

l']U,A(il("   SEALlNCr. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  L'<lth  day  of  iM'bruiuy,  ISOl'.  at  my 
ottice,  4.'5M'alifornia  street,  in  the  city  and  comity  of  San  fiancisco. 
State  of  (  alifornia,  before  me,  Clement  ['.eiinett,  a  notary  public  in  and 
for  said  eity  and  county  of  San  Fraiieisco.  State  of  Calitornia,  duly  aj* 
pointed  and  commissioned  to  administer  oat  lis,  etc.,  jiersonally  appeared 
f'.dward    W.   l'"uncke.  wiio  being  tiist  duly  sworn,  lestilied  a^  follow  > : 

IOdwmm)  W.  Fl  ncki;,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testiliedas  follows: 

The  Notary: 
Q.  What  is  yon  name,  age,  residence,  and  occiqtatioii  ? — A.   My  namt^ 
is  l-'dward  \N'.  Funcke;  age,  L'7;  residence, at  San  h'ranciseo;  occu[»ation, 
8eul  iiuuter. 


m4 
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i'!n: 


m 


■^  I 


Ex|iprieiirc. 


Q.  Are  yon  a  citizoii  of  the,  United  Stjitcs? — A,  Xo.  T  iiin  siot. 
Q.  WLiit  Slate  are  yoii  a  lesideiit  ol? — A.  ('aliloriiia. 

Q.  Have  you  ))eoii  enj>a;4'ert  in  cateliiiiii'  seals  in  tlie 
J'.u'ilie  and  JJering  Sea,  and  foi'  liow  l<»n.i;? — A.  For 
the  last  five  years:  yes, 

i).  Do  von  know  of  what  sex  ; '  >  seals  were  that  von 

ti.ki'n'i!,^&e8"°*   l'='^'^'  ^i»^^''"  i"  ^''<'  I'iU'iiie  a,  .    ''i  lin^  Sea?— A.  Abont 
{•()  percent  of  them  were  fenia-'S. 
Q.  AVhat  ix'reentage  of  the  skins  yon  have  taken  were  cows f — A, 
Abont  '.>(►  per  cent. 

Q.  What  ])er('entaf;e  of  the  cows  von  iiave  taken 

invjnmlt""  '" ""  '""   >v('re  wltli   ])ni)  !—A.    Abont  00  per  'cent  were  with 

pnp. 

Q.  When  does  sealinuconinienee  in  the  Paeitie,  and 

oM'nu":^^^^^^^^         ^vllen  does  it  end  .'—A.'  Sealinj^-  eoininenees  about  the 

1st  of  Janiuiry  and  ends  abont  the  middle  of  July  iu 

the  raeitic, 

Q.  "What  itereentaye  of  seals  are  takiii  eoinpared  to 

^\':lstt' of  lile.  At  1        .  ■  '     1     ■  I)       r  .1  i        i 

those  yon  destroy  in  doinjj;  so ;  Jn  other  woids,  how 
many  do  you  actually  j^ct  of  those  you  shoot? — A.  About  30  per  cent. 
i).  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  tirst  started  in  the  business  and 
was  inexi>erienced  in  huntiu.c  that  yon,  like  all  utiier  beginners,  de- 
stroyed a  mucli  larj-er  proi)ortion  than  you  now  do? — A.  Ves,  a  little 
more  in  3)roporti(ni. 

().  Are  the  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake, 
and  if  awake,  do  you  shoot  at  tliem  while  breeehinjii' ? — A.  Yes;  we 
shoot  at  them  while  tliey  are  breechinu.  but  if  we  yet  a  shot  Yhile  they 
are  asleep  we  shoot  then. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  seen  any  seals  born  in   the  water,  and  is  it  your 
^,     ,       .       ,       opinion  that  it  is  i)o>sii)h' for  them  to  be  born   in   the 
water; — A.  J  do  not  think  it  is  possible  tor  them  to  be 
born   in  water;  no,  sir, 

Q,  Uo  von   know  of  anv  jdaee  where  seals  land  out- 
j)r  ..ut.-i,!,.  ,.r  isi.  j,i,j^.  ,^j-  ^,;^,  ^^..,j  isiauds :'— A,  No,  sir;  1  do  not, 

(},   lias  there  been  any  decrease   in  the  quantity  (tf 
-r.  seals  as  comi)aredto  i)revious  vears? — A,  There  is  a 

decrease ot  altouT  -0  t(»  o<»  per  cent  less, 
Q.  To  what  do  you  attril)ute  that  det-rvase? — A,  J   attribute  it  to 
them  beiny"  overhunted. 

Q.  J)o  tin' ]>ups  [»erish  Mitli  the  eows  that  you  kill? — A,  Invariably 
they  do:  yes,  sir. 

i).  Is  it   your  opinion,  if  scaling'  continues  unrestricted,  that  they 
Avill  soon  lie  exterminated.' — A.   Yes;   1  mink  they  will, 
Q.  J n  your  oj»inion  is  it  absolutely    u'cessary  to  ])rot,ect  the  cows  iu 
„   ,    ,.  the  Jieriit"-  Sea  to  prevent  the  herd  from  beinu'  exter- 

rriilccticm  III"  res-  •        ,      ,   ■       . ,.  ,.  ,      ,  i       •        i  1.4^7 

saiy  minated  :     It  so.  lor  wliaUnonfhs  in  the  year? — A.  l  <'S, 

ciiKs,.  s.,is„n.  «ii';  1  think  it  necessary  from  the  1st  ifH  .Inly  until  the 

middle  of  September. 

i).   Do  you  <;('nei'ally  shoot  seals  with  a  rille  or  a  shot.i>un;  and  if  the 
latter,  with  buiksiiot  or  tine  shot .' — A.  \Vc  shoot  nearly 

\\  rilMPllS  USl'il.  11        A-  il  -.I  1        ,  •  1  1        I       i 

all  ot  them  with  a  shotjiiin.  usiii<;'  buckshot. 

Q.  .Indyinji'  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  travelinsi'  diiriny  your 
experience,  where  do  ^^l(l  supintsc  was  their  destina- 
ti;»nr — A.  W  cjl.  they  were  boa  ml  tow, ml  the  Ileriny' 
Sea,  T  should  jndfie, 

Q.  Do  you  ihink  of  anything  else  that  is  uf  value  in  reyujd  to  this 
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seal  (iiiostiou  tliat  I  liiivo  not  asked  you;  aii.vfliin.ii'  you  wuiiltl  like  to 
say.  you  can  j^ive  yiuir  opinion  alxuil  .' — A.  Well,  in  my  opinion  I  tliink 
that  American  vessels  sliouhl   be  allo\ve(i   the  sanu^  piiviicyc  as  other 


nations  in  the  matter  ol'huntin;>'  in  the  JJcrin"-  Sea. 


E,  W.  FUNCKE. 


ml  out- 


■ows  m 

exter- 

A.  Yes, 

ntil  the 
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llerin;;' 

Ito  this 


State  of  CALiiouNrA, 

CHif  (1)1(1  (U)itnt(i  of  S(iH  Ffa>irIftro,  ss  : 

I,  Clement  r>ennett,  a  notaiy  pul)h<r  in  and  Cor  said  city  and  county 
of  San  Francisco,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  witness  in  the  forej;-oin}»' 
deposition  named  was  by  me  duly  sworn  to  testify  tlie  truth,  tlie  whoh' 
trutl),  anu  nothin^t'  but  the  truth;  tliat  said  deposition  was  re(lu<;ed  to 
writiufi',  and  wlien  completed  w^as  carefully  read  over  to  said  witness 
and  by  him  subscribe<l  in  my  pi-esence. 

In  witness  whereof,  1  liave  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  Siflixed 
my  seal  of  ollice  this  L'Gth  day  of  February,  1.S91'. 

[seal.  J 

Clejient  Bennett, 

Notary  rublio. 


DcjHinifion  of  John  Fj/fc,  ncdlcr  {l»iat-j)uUcy). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

CUtf  (I lid  County  of  Sun  Franciscn,  ss  : 

John  F>  t'e,  havinj,';  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says;  T  reside  in 
San  Frarcisco.  My  occupation  is  that  of  a  sealer.  1 
made  a  sealin.ii'  voyajie  to  th<>  Xorth  Facilic  and  i>er- 
inji;  Sea  on  the  s(;hooner  Alexander,  of  which  David 
McLean  was  master.  1  was  a  boat  pull<'r.  We  sailed 
from  A'ictoria  about  the  latter  jiart  of  January,  ISSo. 
and  sealed  betweei>  ('ai»e  Blanco  and  the  Columbia  River  lor  two  months 
when  we  went  north  and  sealed  all  the  way  up  to  the  Bering- Sea.  We 
caught  about  100  seals  before  entering  the  sea.  Over 
100  of  them  were  cows.  AN'o  entered  the  Bering  Sea 
about  April  and  we  got  795  in  there,  the  largest  part  of 
which  were  mother  seals  in  milk.  When  we  weie  skin- 
ning them  the  milk  would  run  on  the  deck.     We  had 

iving  a  hunter,  two  lioi 


I'".xiit'ri(mco. 
Alcxamlei;  1883. 

We  went  south 


Sixty  per  cint  oowa. 

Mii.jority  fiiUcii  in 
liiriu^  Sea  iiiill<iMi; 
cows. 


six  boats  on  board,  each  boat  ha* 

steerer,  four  men  to  a  boat.     We  used  rille 


We  had 


pulh 


Ktlicitt  siiiiri'  Olio 


experien<'(Ml  hunters  onboard  and  we  got  one  out  of  ontOr  iiu 

eveiy  three  killed  or  wounded.     \A'e  killed  some  of  them 

from  50  to  100  miles  olV  the  seal  islands,  and  were  very      ,!'""'<  h"i,m  no  in  luo 

tame.     When  we  shot  the  seals  dead  they  would  sink 

and  we  would  not  get  them. 


Mllli  r^   llcilll   i'-lallll.S. 


John  Fvfe. 
SubscrilKHl  and  sworn  to  belbre  nu    this  b'.th  day  of  April,  A.  i). 


isy::. 


[L.  S.] 


CLE  lENT    BENNI/J'T. 


AO/urif  L'lthlio. 
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TESTIMONY 


Deposition  of  FrtaiJc  .If.  (rti^fTiiri/,  xfalcr  [mafitcr). 


Kx|>i'rii  ni'u. 


Vnyii;;!'  to  (liilnim- 
uiis  rsliimlf,  in  llanli- 
imj  Wave  in,  IhS,"). 


(llllllpMJIdS    Ht'al«  il<> 
not  nii;;riit(!. 


I  iidi  s  (• 
KliiiiKlilcr. 


PEl.A(ilt;   SEAI-INU. 

SlATK  ov  ()ai.ii(»i;ma, 

IJihi  iiikI  CoiihIi/  (>/'  S<in   Fnnirisco,  s.s.: 

Fniiilc  M.  CJiirt'iicy,  hiiviii};'  Ivccii  duly  sworn,  (l('p(»sos  aiul  says:  1  111.11 
."U  y«  Ills  old,  Jill  Aiucriciiii  citizen  iiiul  iiiii.ster  of  llic 
scliooiua-  H<nirorl,\  owned  by  Lyiide  &  llougli,  of  San 
Fiancisco.  1  am  now,  iiiid  liave  been  siin-e  1S7!»,  eii- 
jiii^edin  lishin;;- and  seal  Inintin^'.  In  ISSft  I  made  a  voy- 
age to  tlie  (Jalapaji'os  Island  as  master  oftlie  seliooiu  r 
Ihisliiiiji  MV(iV',airiviiiii  there  on  tln^iiOtli  diiy  of  Aiifjust, 
and  r(>mainin<;'  until  the  <Sth  day  of  J)eeember  of  the  same  yeai'.  1 
obtained  at  this  time  on  those  islands  about  1, ()(»(»  fur  seal  skins  which 
were  s(»ld  in  London  at  an  a\  e;  aie  price  of  about  7  shil- 
linj;s  each.  The  seals  upon  this  <;roup  do  not  niij;i  ate. 
I  observed  the  birth  of  pui)S  during'  fre(iuent  intervals 
<luring  all  the  time  I  was  there,  and  from  tlie  size  of  those  a  little  older 
it  was  apparent  that  tliey  are  born  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  Tiiey 
live  in  deep  caves  under  the  clitt's,  seldom  going  into  the  sun.  JNIany  of 
those  obtained  by  me  were  pulled  out  of  these  places  with  long  gall's 
and  killed.  Wt;  slaughtered  old  and  young  of  both 
sexes.  These  seals  arc^  browner  and  in  other  res])ects 
quite  ditt'ereiit  from  those  obtained  in  Alaska,  yet  they 
are  the  true  fur-seal. 

During  tile  i)ast  winter  I  have  made  a  second  voyage  as  iiuister  of  the 

schooner  Hancock  to  the  southern  waters,  in*searcli  of 

/^»"SiM"i.s9i.''"  '"   seals.     I  arrived  at  l{(>es  Islet,  otf  the  (^o;ist  of  Southern 

Chile  (latitude  KP-tr)' scmtli,  longitude  7.")^  4r>'  west)  and 

I'emained  there  from  December  1st  to  December  ITtli,  1S!)1,  but  obtained 

only  oik;  seal.     1  learntid  that  seal   still   breed  there  in  considerable 

numbers,  but  the  Chileans  are  accustomed  to  vi>it  this  islet  at  au  earlier 

time  than  the  date;  of  my  \  isit  while  the  pui)s  an;  young,  and  to  kill  all 

they  can  obtain.     In  IS.SO  Ca[)taiii  31  ills, of  the  schooner 

La  Xinfa,  visited  this  islet  and  obtained  a  small  catch, 

and  I  am  credibly  informed   and  believe  that  more  than  12,000  seals 

have  since  been  obtained  there. 

On  my  retain  voyage  ItouduHl  at  Juan  Fernandez  (latitude  24°  21' 

south;  longitude  70°  10'  west),  but  got.  no  seals  though 

Kuinau.iez   fhcre  wcrc  a  few  seen  about  there  in  the  water.     On 

December  25,  1<S!)1.  I  landed   at   .Massafueios  Island 

MasHiifiiPios  isinmi.  (latitude  310  i|/  south ;  longitude  SO- aO'  west)  and  got  10 

fur-seal  skins.     There  were,  1  should  think,  about  200 

or  300  seals  on  the  island  when  I  arrived  there,  but  as  they  went  into 

the  water  and  did  not  come  on  short;  again  during  my  stay,  I  could  no*^ 

secure  them.     The  [ui}>s  at  iMassafueros  are  born  in  October,  1  think. 

They  were  old  enough  to  swim  when  I  was  there. 

A  few  days  later  1  touched  at  St.  Felix  and  St.  Ambrose  Islands  (lati- 
tude 2(5''  10'  south:  longitude  80°  west)  and  saw  two  fur 
seals.  Findlay's  Strnth  rat'ilic  Divectory  stales  that 
there  were  Ibrmeily  large  herds  of  t'ur-seals  on  these 
islands. 
1  touched  also  at  (Juadalnpe  Lslands,  but  found  nothing.  The  Inter- 
national Company  have  had  the  lease  of  these  islands 


La  Xiiifa.  ISiSO. 


Jiiiiii 
Isliiml. 


St.    I'Vlix    anil    St. 
Anibro.tc  I.sliiuils. 


UuuilLhiiiu  Islnnda. 


for  several  years  past,  and,  as  I  am  in  formed  and  be- 
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licve,  ol)taino(l  some  skins  tlicrc  as  late  us  last  year,  luit  iiiinii  tlioocca- 
sion  of  my  ictM'iit  visif,  tlic  island  was  dcsci  ted  by  Itotli  seals  and  men; 
only  ii  lew  jLioats  remained.  1  have  Ix-eii  sailin<>  to  the  Alaska  eoast, 
ehielly  to  tlu^  Shumajiim  Hanks,  in  llie  eodlish  trade  since  ls7i>.  and  as 
mastei-  of  a  vessel  since  ISS.!.  I  have  made  in  all  some  twenty-live  or 
thirty  voyaj^-es  nsnally  between  April  and  October.  I  have  found  tiir- 
scals  always  jjlentiful  in  the  water,  in  the.  spring'  and 
early  summer,  off  tln^  Alaskan  I'eidnsular,  alonj?  the 
fishin*?  banks,  from  20  to  ."{O  miles  distant  from  land.  "'  \iii^i>:"ii''"i'i«'ii;.. 
bnt  have  seldom  seen  them  at  mneh  greater  distance  than  .!(>  ndU's. 

F.    M.  (lAFl-NKY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mcthis.'JOth  day  ol  April,  A.  I).  l.Sl)2. 
|l.  s.|  CLtOMKNT  ni:NM;rT, 

^iotaijj  rublic. 
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Deposition  of  Thomas  (lihsou,  scdUr. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  (Ulifornia, 

Citi/  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Thomas  (lil)son,  haviiijj  been  duly  swoiMi,  deposes  an<l  says: 
sailor  and  seal  hunter  by  oecupation.     I  leside  in  San  . 

l"'ranciseo.     I  have  been  ensaji'ed  in  sealing;'  for  ten     '^i"  ""'""• 
seasons.     My  first  voyaf^e  was  about  1.S8I,  when  F  wt'ut  ^.^^^  j^.^,^^^^  j^^g, 
out  in  the  «S'((«   I>ic(fo,  of  which  (Jai)t.    IJayuard  was 
nnistei'.     We  sailed  from  this  i>oit;  I  sliii)ped  as  a  hunter;  we  started 
into  seal  off  the  coast  of  California  and  worked  our  way  nj)  to  the 
Bering  Sea.     We  got  that  year   1,L'()0,  of  which  I   got   K»0.     We   had 
live  hunters  that  trip.     The  next  trip  I  made  was  in  1882,  when  I  went 
out  in  the  Anu'rican  schooner  Lookout,  of  which  (Japt. 
Kelly  was  nuister,  leaving  hereabout  the  latter  partof 
March,  and  we  sealed  all  tin;  way  up  to  the  Hering  Sea.     We  got  about 
500  before  we  entered  the  IJering  Sea,  and  got  about  000  in  the  Bering- 
Sea.     In  1883  I  went  out  in   the  ximeiican  siihotuier 
Mary  de  Leo,  of  which  Capt.  Wenworth  was  mast(M'. 
We  left  here  in  the  latter  part  of  March  and  worked  our  way  north  to 
the  Bering  Sea,  sealing  on  our  way,  getting  DOO  seals  before  entering 
the  Bering  Sea.     We  got  200  more  in  the  Hering  Sea,  when  I  got  lost 
while  hunting  in  a  small  boat,  and  was  picked  up  by    „  „.   .  , 

,,  Ar   If        t    I  11         1  14.  1        1     4-      i>     V    Molhc  Adams,  ISSn. 

the  MoUie  A<lains,  and  she  brought  me  ba<'k  to  rort 

Townsend.    Tiie  Mary  de  Leo  returned  here  hitei',  and  I  never  learned 

how  many  seals  she  got  altogether. 

In   1884  I  went  out  in  the  American  schoimer  Ahjer,  leaving  Port 
Townsend  about  th(i  latter  ])art  of  March.    Capt.  Bay-  ^i^,.^^^^ 
mond  wasmasterof  her.     We  sealed  on  the  coast,  work-      ^^' 
ing  our  way  to  the  Bering  Sea,  up  to  which  time  we  got  about  .100  seals 
and  we  got  about  250  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea.     1885  I 
went  in  the  hhiglish  schooner  (I race,  I  do  not  remend)er 
the  captain's  name.     We  left  \'i;'toria  abmit  the  lattei-  ])art  of  March, 
taking  tlie  same  route  we  caught  about  400  in  the  North  racilic  and  about 
2(K»  in  the  Jiering  Sea,  and  then  returned  to  Victoria. 


Ijuohitit,  18S2. 


3Iarii  de  Leo,  1883. 


Oiace  1885. 
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In  1880 1  went  in  the  American  .schooner  Alger,  leaving 


Aljei  soizcii  1880. 
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«•-!, 
.(f. 


Ml'! 


Vi 


Heiittle  iibout  <lift  latter  i»ai  t  of  INIarcIi,  and  went  iKtitli  catchinj'-  in  tli«i 
North  Piic.itic.  about  .S(M)  seals,  and  tlicii  we  «'iit«Mod  tlic  IJeiin^Sea  an<l 
(•auKlitaboiitl,(K)0  more,  when  we  W(;ie seized  and  sent  toSiti<H.  1  stayed 
in  Sitka  alew  days,  wlien  1  woikedmy  way  toSeattle,  arriviny  thereal)out 
<-.«.„i9fl7  I)eeend>er.  Then,  in  1S,S7,  i  went  in  tlie  l']n};Iisii  seliooner 

Actirr,  ot  wiiielil  aptain  .lolinson  was  master.  V\  e  lelt 
Victoria  about  tlie  nii(hlie  of  ■Mareli  and  went  as  far  as  Cape  Cook,  and 
eanj-Jit  about  200  seals,  wlien  she  was  lost  and  I  was  lan<led  on  Capo 
Cook,  and  eanie  ri^ht  down  alonj,' the  coast  to  Chx-koue  Sound,  and 
I'rom  there  went  down  to  Martlett  Sound  and  joined  the  lOiiinlish 
,  ,  ,„_  schooner  Scdinird  about  a  month  or  two  aft(M' sailing 

trom  \  ntorm.  (  aptani  liyman  was  master.  He  had 
400  seals  belbio  I  Joined  her.  W(!  went  alon.n  the  coast,  eatchin^' li;"»0 
seals,  and  entered  the  IJerin^  Sea,  yettinj;'  about  .'500  more,  andeamo 
honu'  about  the  1st  of  Sepl.inber. 

In  ISSS  J  went  out  in  the  En<'lish  schooner  lii>.sa  Lvo,  leavin^i'  Victoria 

about  the  latter  part  of  March,  ;Aoing  alonj>'  the  coast 


/i'<(*(t  Lef,  1888 

we  en 

C.  0.  Mldtc,  IH'JO. 


"  '""''  "^^^-         and  catching  about  200  seals  in  the  North  Pacific;  ther 

entered  the  Hering  Sea  and  gitt  400  more.     1  did  not  go  out  the  next 

season,  which  would  b(^  KSSO,     In   jSOO  I  went  out"  lu 

?.  nm-,  mm.      ^,1^  fj^  ^,    ^-i,jf,,^  ,,f  \^.i,j,.ij  Ciiptjiiii  Ihio,,,;,!!  was  master. 

We  left  San  Francisco  about  the  lattei'  part  of  March  and  went  to  the 
coast  of  Japan,  having  (taught  .").")0  seals.  Then  we  went  into  the  IJer- 
ing  Sea  and  caught  2.")  seals,  when  our  liunfiiig  boat  was  blown  ashore 
on  the  Russian  Islands.  The  Jiii.ssian  authorities  gave  us  a  house  to 
live  in  aiul  ;»;:•'"  clothes,  and  later  on  tiiey  sent  us  home.  1  did  not 
know  what  had  become  of  the  schooner  C.  (/.  Wliitr  until  I  returned 
here.  The  \  essels  that  I  went  out  in  had  from  three  to  si^  boats,  ami 
;}  men  to  the  boat — 1  hunter  and  2  boat-pullers.  I  did  not  i)a,\-  much 
attention  to  the  sex  of  seals  we  killed  in  the  X(»rtli  racific,  but  know 
that  a  great  many  <»f  them  werc^  cows  that  had  pups  in  them,  and  we 
killed  nu)st  of  tluMii  while  they  were  asleep  on  the  water. 
oonroV'niosV'.iiii'ght  I  know  that  fully  75  per  cent  of  those  wo  caught  in  th«^ 
i.iui.ir.s  ill  milk.  lierliig  Sea  wcro  cows  in  milk.     We  used  rilles  and 

shofo'uns,  and  shot  them  wIumi  feeding  or  asleep  on  the  water, 
x^n  experienced  hunte4'  like  myself  will  get  two  out  of  three  that  ho 
kills,  but  an  ordinary  hunter  would  not  get  more  than 
ge^i^i'miroil  kiiw-  one  out  of  every  three  or  tour  that  he  kills.  I  have  never 
an  im'xiHTiemoa,  1  heard  of  nor  know  of  seals  being  born  in  the  water, 
""*"'  ^^"  "  and  I  have  never  known  of  any  i)lace  where  they  haul 

up  on  land  except  the  seal  islands.  1  have  killed 
mother  seals  in  milk  from  40  to  100  miles  oil"  the 
seal  islands.  There  has  been  a  great  decrease  in  tlu^ 
number  of  seals  to  be  seen  in  the  North  Pacific  and 
IJering  Sea  since  I  first  went  out  to  hunt  tliem,  and  if 
the  larg(^  tleet  of  vessels  going  to  these  Avaters  annu- 
ally continues  to  hunt  in  tlie  future  as  in  the  past  fe\v 
years  it  is  bound  to  exterminate  the  seal. 

Thomas  (InjsOiSr. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  uie  this  0th  day  of  April,  A.  1).  1892. 
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K\|nrit'iicr. 
Laura,  IK,«9. 


Statk  of  Camfoknia, 

i'ity  and  Couiiiji  of  San  FntHcisco,  ss : 

Geoi j;e  (Irady,  liavinu'  het'ii  duly  sworn,  dcjioses  and 
years  of  aj;'e.     1  reside  in  San  I'^rancisco.     .My  o(!ciipa- 
tion  is  that  of  <;ook  on  hoai'dol"  vessels,     I  went  to  tiie 
Uerinfj'  Sea  in  ISSD  upon  the   Laiira,  from  Victoria,  as 
a  cook.     We  had  three  small  boats  and  canylit  l,t()() 
seals  on  that  x'oyajjfe.     We  canj>ht  some  a   little  ways  from  \'ic*^oria, 
and  on  the  way  np  to  the   I'.criiiy  Sea,  but  tln^  most  of  them,  about 
1,200,  we  canj;lit  in  the   IJerinj;'  Sea.     I   was  told   by 
the   men   that   they   w«"re   nearly   all   females,  and   '[   ,,,,Vsny^•;lai'.^i"^' ^'''' 
thoufjht  so  too,  from  the  milk  that  1  saw  in  their  breasts 
when  they  were  on  the  deck.     !  saw  over  a  hundred  little  pn[)   seals 
taken  out  of  tln^  seals,  which  they  thi-ew  overboard,      j,^^  ^^ 
Our  hunters  used  ritles  and  shot;nuns.     1  have  lu'ard        "''^' 
the  liunters  say  that  they  lost  more  seals  then  thev 
{jot.     I  also  heard  them  say,  it  they  {jot   all   the  seals 
they  shot  at,  they  would  havc^  been  home  three  mont  lis  ahead  of  time, 
with  a  great  deal  larger  catch. 

GE()1{«E  X  Guady. 

mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1.3th  day  of  Ajnil,  A.  1).  1892. 
[L.  s.]  Clement  Hhnneti', 

Xotarif  rublic. 


ExpcrioiHO. 

La  Xympha,  1891. 

llijiration. 


Deposition  of  James  (h-i1)in,  sealer  [Ixuit-pidler). 
PELAGIC  SEALING. 

James  Gritlin,  bein{if  duly  swiu-n,  (le])o.ses  and  says:  lam  22  years 
old,  and  live  in  San  Francisco.  1  hunted  seal  last  year  K^„..,,i..,„.p 
in  the  schooner  />«  A7/H/y>/(<<  as  boat-pullei'.  First  seal 
seen  and  taken  were  otf  ('ai>e  Flattery, about  Ajuil  1.1, 
and  foHowed  the  seal  into  lU'iin*:  Sea,  where  we 
arrived  about  July.  The  sliot<;'UM  and  rilU^  were  both 
used.  About  7r»  per  <'ent  are  lost  when  sliot<jiun  is  used,  llavt^  never 
seen  but  three  seal  killed  by  ri lie  seemed.  If  you  shoot  a  seal  in  the 
throat  it  is  hard  to  secnn^  him  althou{jh  eacii  lioat  carries  a  lonjj,'  {;atl' 
to  hook  them  out  of  the  water.  About  nine  out  often 
seal  killed  in  a  season  are  females  with  i)ui).     r>ut  a   ,  ■>''"'<  <>"t  "i    »'-" 

..  1  .1  ii      •  •  f  1      KilU'il     feiiiiili'M    with 

very  icnv  males  were  taki'U,  tiieir  ajjcs  ranj;iii,n"  from   1    pup. 

to  4  yeai's.     r>ut  one  old  l)ull  was  taken  in  tlie  sea 

son.     Fvery  seal  is  shot  that  conn^s  near  the  boat,  repirdless  of  sex; 

hunters  use  no  discrimination.     Have  never  heard  of 

pui)s  bein{'' born  in  the  water  or  an\  where  else  on  the      '!"''*'  d"*  '""■"  >■> 

•  !         ..  j_i       ¥»    -1   •!     !■  I    1         1       ■  II  water     or    clsrwlirro 

coast  (mtside  ot  therribilot  Islands,    Havenever  known  i.ut  on    I'ribiioi  i.s- 

seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  alon.y  the  coast,  except  on  '•""'*'■ 

the  Fribilof  Islantls,     Have  killed  female  seal  90  miles  Do  not  haul  up  ok. 

from  the  seal  islands  that  were  full  of  milk.     1  think  la'i'.u!'"              ^' 

2710— VOL  n 28 


I 


i  is ' 

If  11 
If 
I 


^! 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


7^ 


{./ 


:A 


(A 


1.0 


I.I 


1.25 


Iti  12.8 

If* J 

t    us,    112.0 


IM 

2.2 


U    ill  1.6 


V] 


<^ 


/a 


'^A 


cfj 


^^ 


^f 


^ 


O 


/, 


/ 


-^ 


Photographic 

Sciences 
Corporation 


33  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  N.Y.  14580 

(716)  872-4503 


V 


iV 


^^ 


i\ 


\ 


%^ 


<\ '.  '^c> 


<K'%\ 


% 


V 


^^%<^ 
# 


:/. 


\ 


\ 


I'  I 


n 


I 


II 


434 


TESTIMONY 


that  iK'lafric  s«'aliii{;  slionld  lie  Htoppcd.    Eifjht  months 
kiu.d"''"''  females  j,|  ,^  y^„^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ,„,„,],  (;,,  hunt  any  animal,  and  the 
Hcal  will  s<>(..i  bccoiiH^  cxtrrniinated  if  this  pelagic  Heal- 
ing is  allowed  to  continue. 

James  Griffin. 


Pnitevtion. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavkndku, 
United  atates  Trcanury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Joncph  Grymes,  sealer  {boatimller.) 

i'klagic  sealing. 

State  of  Camfoknia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss. 

Joseph  GrynM's,  having  bcHMi  duly  sworn,  disposes  and  says:  I  reside 
in  Victoria.  ISIy  occupation  is  that  of  a  seaman.  1 
nnule  a  sealing  voyage  on  the  schooner  Triumph  in  1H1M>, 
as  a  boat  puller.  We  sailed  about  January,  from  Vic- 
toria, British  CJohnnbia,  and  saile<l  along  the  coast 
until  the  I'jtter  part  of  June  and  went  int<»  the  Bering  Sea, 
and  seale«i  as  near  to  St.  George  Island  as  we  c(mld, 
and  caught  about  .'iUO  or  4(M)  seals  in  the  sea.  Our  in- 
tention was  to  niak«!  a  raid,  but  were  driven  away  by  a  revenue  <'utter. 
We  left  the  sea  al>out  the  latter  part  of  .July.  We  usjhI  shotguns 
and  ritles,  using  the  shotguns  mostly.  The  catch  was 
mostly  females.  Those  we  got  in  the  North  Pacific 
wei-e  females  in  pujK  and  those  taken  in  the  Bering  Sea 
were  cows  giving  milk.  The  hunters  wcmld  get  on  an 
avi'rage  one  out  of  every  four  they  killed. 

Joseph  Grymes. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[l.  S.J  Clement  Uennett, 

Notary  Public, 


Expcricnco. 

Tnumiih,  1800. 

Hprin^tSt'B:  limi-  of 
fiitcrinx  niid  Icnviiig. 

CuU'li  ill  Nt'ii, 


Mimlly  p-"i{iiaiit  or 
tiiii'Hiii<;  rovin. 

WiiHte  of  m\ 


Depositions  of  Charles  H.  Ilagman  et  al.,  sealers^ 
pelagic  sealing-. 

St^te  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

e  i 
esq. 
Cisco, 

Bennett, „  ^ ,  ^ 

Cisco,  duly  ai)pninte«l  and  commissioned  to  administer  oaths,  et«*.,  per- 
sonally appeared  Charles  II.  Ilagman,  Ah'xander  McLean,  Gustave 
Isaacson,  Frank  J<»linson,  II.  Ilaini.scn,  aiul  Daniel  McLean,  witnesses 
who  appeared  then  and  tliere  to  depose  and  testify  in  the  matter  of 
the  seal  lisberies,  who,  being  tirst  by  me  duly  sworn,  were  then  and 
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I  Grymks. 


mil,  Gustavo 


Experience. 


SinlH  nut  of  Taciflo 
in  June. 


tlioro  pxainincd  and  intornijiatcd  by  W.  IT. Williams,  esq.,  uihI  did  de- 
jtosc  and  testify  as  follows,  to  wit: 

CiiAHLES  G.  IlAiJMAN,  having  boon  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Mr.  Williams: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  a}?e,  residence,  and  oceui»ation? — A.  My 
name  is  Charles  G.  Ha{^man;  ago,  47;  resideaee,  Sau  Francisco j  occu- 
pation, seaman. 

Q.  Are  you  an  American  citizen? — A.  I  am. 

ii.  Have  you  ever  been  engaged  in  the  busiiu5ssof  catching  seals  iu 
the  Pacific  or  Jiering  Sea? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

ii.  For  how  long  a  period? — A.  About  eight  years. 

Q.  Have  you  been  nuister  of  a  vessel  thus  engaged? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Uave  you  any  experience  as  to  the  habits  of  the  fur  seals? — A, 
Not  any  more  than  they  seenu'd  to  emigrati^  in  the  winter,  and  go  north 
in  the  sununer.  That  is  all  I  know  of  their  habits.  I  have  never  seen 
them  out  of  the  wa+er. 

Q.  What  time  of  ohe  year  do  you  generally  start  out  sealing  in  the 
Pacific,  and  up  to  what  time  <lo  you  continue? — A.  From  the  1st  of 
Febrnary,  as  a  general  thing,  until  about  June,  on  the  coast.  Then  we 
used  to  go  in  the  Bering  Sea.  I  have  not  been  there  for  four  or  five 
years. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  .•■"a  the  seals  all  out  of  the  Pacific,  having 
gone  to  the  Bering  Sea? — A.  They  gen<'rally  leave  iu 
June.     Y'^ou  don't  sec  but  very  few  after  June. 

Q.  A(!cording  to  your  experience,  what  percentage 
of  animals  that  are  shot  at  are  actually  taken  by  tlie 
boats? — A.  Most  all  of  them ;  very  few  escape.  Maybe 
out  of  the  whole  year's  catch  of  a  couple  of  thousand 
a  dozen  may  sink.     It  is  a  rare  occurrence  that  they  sink. 

i).  Are  the  seals  shot  at  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake? — A.  Both. 

Q.  Do  you  ever  shoot  at  a  seal  when  awake  or  breeching? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

(^.  What  sex  are  the  seals  taken  by  you  or  usually  killed  by  hunting 
vessels  in  the  North  Pacific  or  Bering  Sea? — A.  Mostly 
females.    The  biggest  percentage,  I  think,  are  females.   .^"^  pregnant  fc 

Q.  What  percentage  of  them  are  cows? — A.  I  couldn't 
fell  you. 

Q.  <Jut  of  a  hundred  seals  that  you  would  catch  ordinarily,  what 
part  of  them  would  be  cows? — A.  [  am  under  oath,  and  I  could  not 
t»'ll  you  exactly.    All  1  can  say  is,  the  great«n'  puition  of  them. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  cows  are  taken  with  pu|)? — A.  All  the 
large  ones  have — all  the  grown  females  liave.  Yery  seldom  you  find  a 
barrer.  one. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  are  any  of  the  pui>s  born  in  the  water,  or  any- 
where outside  of  the  seal  islands? — A.  It  has  never  come  under  my 
observati(m.  I  have  never  seen  a  seal  on  shore.  I  have  never  seen  the 
seal  islands  yet;  that  is,  St.  (ieorge  and  St.  Paul,  I  have  never  seen. 
I  have  seen  the  Copper  Islamls,  ou  the  liussian  side. 

Q.  Have  you  noticed  any  decrease  in  the  (juaiitity  of  animals  in  the 
last  few  years? — A.  As  I  have  not  hunted  c:i  this  coast  for  several 
years,  [  am  unabl<>.  to  say.     When  I  was  there  [  saw  no  difreren«'e. 

(^.  If  you  peoi)le  are  allowed  to  kill  fenial(\s  still,  is  there  anydanger 
of  extermiuatinjj;  them,  do  you  thiuk,  sux>posing  you  go  ou  aud  kill 
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them  promlscuoualyT — A.  I  would  bo  afraid  that  wo  would  thin  thorn 
out.    £  will  not  say  cvtcrininate  them,  but  thin  them  out. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  is  necessary  to  protect  the  seal  in  the  Bering 
Seal — A.  Certain Iv  I  do. 

Q.  In  the  North  PaciflcT— A.  In  the  North  Pacific 
I  will  not  say;  but  in  the  IJerinjj  Sea  I  think  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary. 

Q.  Are  seals  generally  shot  with  a  rifle  or  shotgun  with  buckshot? — 
A.  Both. 

Q.  If  the  cow  seals  are  to  be  protected  in  the  Bering  Sea,  what 
months  do  you  consider  it  woiUd  be  necessary  to  prohibit  uuy  being 
taken  f — A.  I  would  not  like  to  answer  that. 

Q.  Do  you  think  of  anything  else  that  is  of  value  in  regard  to  this 
seal  question  that  I  have  not  asked  you;  anything  you  would  like  to 
s{iy,you  can  give  your  opinion  ab(»ut? — A.  I  think  they 
should  look  out  for  those  j)oa(^hers — these  people  that 
go  there  late  in  the  fall  and  steal  them  off  the  rookeries.  There  has 
been  cases  of  thsit  kind.  I  think  that  is  decidedly  wrong,  both  for  me 
and  the  seals.  That  is  what  started  the  Government  to  look  after  them 
so  well,  finding  out  that  they  had  been  clubbing  the  seals  on  the  islands. 


Kaida. 


Deposition  of  Alexander  McLean,  sealer  {master). 

ALEXA.NDKII  McLean,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testilied  as  follows: 
Mr.  Williams  :  ^ 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  residentio,  and  o(!cupation? — A.  My 
name  is  Alexander  McLean;  age,  32;  residence,  San  Francisco;  occu- 
pation, master  mariner. 

Q.  Are  you  an  American  citizen  ? — A.  I  am. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  engaged  in  the  business  of  catching  seals  in 
the  Pacific  or  Bering  Sea? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  For  how  long  a  period? — A.  Ten  years. 

Q.  Have  you  been  master  of  vessels  thus  engaged? — A.  I  have  been 
nine  years  in  the  sealing  business. 

Q.  Wliat  time  of  the  year  do  you  generally  start  out  sealing  in  the 
Pacific? — A.  I  have  varied  always  from  the  11th  of  January  until  the 
11th  of  February. 

Q.  When  do  you  call  the  season's  catch  over? — A.  About  the  11th 
of  September;  probably  a  month  later.  I  usually  get  back  about  the 
11th  of  September.  * 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  are  the  seals  all  out  of  the  Pacific,  haviiig 

gone  to  the  Bering  Sea?    What  months? — A.  To  my  knowledge  they 

would  go  into  the  Bering  Sea  after  the  20th  of  June. 

Q.  According  to  j'our  exi)erience,  what  percentage 

of  animals  that  are  shot  at  are  jKitually  taken  by  the 

boats?    You  can  only  estimate  it? — A.    That  is  a  very 

hard  question  for  me  to  give  you  a  proper  answer  to. 

I  do  not  think  they  lose  any  more  tlisin  one  out  of  ten. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  those  shot  at  and  are  not  taken  perish? — A. 
Outside  of  that? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  can  not  answer  that. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  shot  at  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake? — A.  With 
me  they  are  principally  asleep  on  the  water.  Of  late  years  they  shoot 
them  a  great  deal  when  they  are  awake. 
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Q.  Do  yon  shoot  at  seals  when  they  are  awake  or  breechinpT — A. 
Yes,  sir;  when  th«»,y  i;on»e  within  ran^e. 

Q.  Of  what  sex  are  the  seals  taken  i)y  yon  or  nsnally  kille«l  by  hunt- 
in  p;  vessels  in  the  North  Pacitic  or  Herinj;  Soaf — A.  Principally  fe- 
males. 

Q.  What  would  ])e  your  judgment  as  to  the  i)ereentagef    Oat  of  a 
hundred  that  you  kill,  how  many  of  tlieni  would  be 
fHualesf — A.  Say  1  would  briii};  li,0(M)  seals  in  here. 
1  inay  have  probably  about  100  amies;  that  is  a  large 
average. 

Q.  Lots  of  times  there  are  not  nearly  as  many! — A.  No,  sir;  not  near 
as  nmny. 

Q,  What  penentage  of  the  fesnales  taken  are  with  pup! — A.  That 
depends  on  the  season  you  are  killing  them  in.  When  they  arc  getting 
heavy  in  pup  in  the  latter  i)art  of  tlie  season,  the  Ist  of  .Tune,  whrn 
you  take  a  seal  then  you  take  twc^  fiir  one.  You  take  the  puj)  with 
them.  That  is,  when  it  is  a  female.  This  is  before  wj;  go  into  the  sea. 
1  have  been  into  the  sea  for  several  years.  For  the  last  two  years  1 
have  not  gone  in  there;  that  is,  while  this  restriction  act  has  been  put 
en.     1  have  not  interfered  with  the  business. 

Q.  Your  experience  is  that  all  of  the  adult  females  that  you  shoot 
(luring  the  forepart  of  the  season  up  (o  July  are  with 
pup  f — A.  You  nuiy  take  it  all  the  way  from  April,  May, 
ami  June;  from  April  all  the  female  seals  that  you  kill 
are  with  pup. 

Q.  Up  until  about  the  1st  of  July? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Until  they  go  into  the  Bering  Seaf — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  your  o|)inion,  is  it  fesisible  that  pups  can  be  lun-n  in  the  water 
and  live! — A.  I  don't  believe  they  can  be  born  in  the  wat«'r  at  all  and 
live.  I  have  heard  several  ])eople  express  themselves 
(litterently.  I  think  myself  it  is  impossible.  Seals  jjjg'(,'{'e 
have  got  to  haul  up  on  land  to  breed,  and  leave  their 
jaips  on  shore. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  place  where  these  seals  go  to  land,  except  the 
seal  islands  on  the  Am 'rican  side! — A.  No,  sir;  not  any  phw^e  that  1 
know  of.  There  have  been  lots  of  reports  of  i)laees, 
but  I  have  been  to  these  places  and  could  not  tind  any 
seals  there. 

Q.  Have  you  notice«l  any  decrease  in  the  (luantity  of  seals  in  the  last 
few  years  over  wl'.at  it  was  a  few  years  formeily! — A.  1  have  noticed 
a  decrease  sin<!e  I  have  been  in  the  business;  1  lave 
made  a  catch  from  3,500  coming  down  to  1,500,  a  little 
less  than  one-half. 

Q.  You  do  not  consider  there  are  nearly  as  many  sctals  now  as  there 
used  to  be  in  the  water! — A.  No,  sir;  not  iu>w.  1  have  been  in  the 
business  for  ten  years,  and  1  think  in  another  ten  years  there  will  be  a 
great  deal  less. 

Q.  To  what  do  you  attribute  this  decrease! — A.  I  think  it  is  on  ac- 
count of  killing  those  female  seals  when  they  have  pups,  and  the  bus- 
iness is  getting  so  that  s«>  many  vessels  are  going  into  it,  and  they  are 
killing  those  pups  ott".  A  seal  has  not  got  a  chance  to  go  to  work  and 
increase. 

i).  Killing  the  fenndes,  of  course,  destroys  the  pup  ami  the  female, 
and  makes  one  less  breed! — A.  Yes,  sir;  when  you  kill  the  fV'male  seal 
you  kill  the  pup  with  her. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  kill  any  seals  later  in  the  season  that  were  giving 
milk!— A.  Yes,  sir. 


Iiii'th    iin' 


Haul  up  (inly  on  ia- 
laiiils. 


DooreuHe. 


; 


■ 


\r\ 


■■1  i 


\:> 


438 


TESTIMONY 


Q.  Tin*  inotlicr  skills? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Mollii'i'ii   killi'il   i:>0 
iniluH  troiii  iHliiiidH. 


FiinmlcH  Hi'alin^. 


().  ll(»\\  I'iir  IVuiii  till' isliiiuls  liiivo  yoii  killed  tlioso 
iikUImt   sc;i1s  tliiit    Wi'w  ill    iiiilk? — A.  I   liave   killt-d 
lliciii  ii.s  t'iiv  oil'  iiH  tr»()  iiiih's  oil'  the  ImihI. 
Q.  I.s  tliat  in  the  J'iicillc  or  JJcriiij-'  8ca? — A.  liotli  in  the  J'acilic  and 
IJeriiif;  Scii. 

Q.  They  were  evidently  the  mothers  that  had  youny? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
tiiey  had  their  yoniij;.  Some  of  the  seals  had  left  their 
yoiui};- on  the  islands  and  were  {,'oinj>'  away,  and  were 
thron^h  with  them  or  ^oiiifj;  to  feed.  Sometimes  a  seal  fjoes  a  lonj^ 
way  otf  the  islands  at  a  eertaiii  time,  't  depends  where  the  feed  is. 
A  seal  does  not  think  very  much  of  traveling  a  hundred  miles;  tlu^y 
travel  very  fast  when  they  want  to. 

Q.  If  sealiii};  eontinnes  as  heretofore,  is  tliei-e  any  dnnyer  of  exter- 
minatinjn'  them? — A.  If  they  eontiinu^  as  they  have  been,  since  I  have 
been  in  the  bnsiiu'ss.  1  will  ,tiive  them  another  ten  years;  after  that  the 
seiilinjf  business  will  be  about  finished.  It  will  notjustifv  anyone  to  lit 
ont  from  here  or  anywhere  else,  and  i)e(ii)le  that  look  after  tlie  sealing 
int<'rests,  I  <loiiot  think  they  will  bt'iielit  anything  by  it,  if  they  don't 
l)r()te('t  tlie  senl  life  at  present. 

Q.  \hi  yon  think  it  is  absolutely  neeessiiry  to  protect  the  cows  in  the 
Bering  Sea  to  keep  them  from  being  exterminated? — A.  I  do. 


saiy 


i).  Is  it  often  necessary  to  protect  them  in  the  North 
I'l.iiciinn  .10C08    l>i,cilie?— A.  That  is  a  (jnestion  that  slnmhl  be  inter- 


national. 


(}.  What  I  want  to  get  at  is,  is  it  your  idea  that  in  order  to  protect 
and  kee]»  up  this  sui)i)ly  of  young  seids  that  it  is  luM-essarv  not  only  to 
]>rote(;t  them  in  the  Uering  Sea  but  tt>  protect  the  cows  as  they  are  in 
the  North  Pacilic,  Hearing  the  ground,  or  as  they  arc  coming  out? — A. 
Yes,  sir;  in  the  way  it  is  here,  the  I'acilic  Ocean  is  a  large  ocean.  The 
seals  aic  spread  all  over,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  go  to  work  and 
exterminate  them  from  tlu'se  waters  to  decrease  them  as  long  as  they 
keej)  them  out  of  the  i>eriiig  Sea.  That  is  where  the  body  of  the  seals 
get  into.  For  40  miles  within  the  i)assage  they  can  not  handle  the  seals 
at  all,  because  you  don't  s{  e  them.  Tliey  are  traveling  too  much.  You 
may  see  a  herd  once  in  while,  but  very  rarely. 

()).  Whereabouts  in  the  Nortli  racitlc  do  you  lind  them  the  most 
numerous '? — A.  You  can  start  from  San  Francisco,  and  yon  carry  them 
all  the  way  up  from  the  time  yon  leavt^  here  until  yon  get  up  to  those 
passes;  all  tln^  way  up  laO  miles  1o  .'}()  miles  in  tlie  shore.  In  some 
jtlaces  you  come  in  (closer  than  that,  according  to  the  point  of  land  that 
you  <'ome  into. 

(}.  Are  seals  gtMierally  shot  with  a  ritle  or  shotgun? — A.  They  used 
to  shoot  them  with  rilies;  now  they  shoot  them  all  with  shotguns. 

,  „  i}.  In  your  oi)inion  do  the  seals  on  the  IJussian  side 

Riun   iiunis  Miiiiuati'  intermingle  wil li  tliose  Oil  tlie  i  acihc  side,  or  are  they 

lirrdH. 


altogether. 


a  seitarate  herd  ? — A.  They  are  a  diiVerent  henl  of  seals, 


Q.  If  the  cow  seals  are  to  be  protected  in  the  Bering  Sea,  what 
month  do  yon  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  ])rohibit  any  being 
taken  f  Would  you  prohibit  them  being  taken  at  any  time  or  all  times? — 
A.  1  think  if  they  are  prohibited  at  all  they  should  juohibit  them  for 
alKUit  two  months.  ])riiit'ipally  .Inly  and  August. 

().  IIow  about  Seplember  ? — A.  They  are  through  breeding  then,  and 
the  pu|)s  are  ashore.  There  are  only  two  months  that  they  can  iiiter- 
lere  with  them  there  for  breeding  purposes  that  I  know  of.    The  sea 
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sons  got  lah'F  every  year.  Tlwre  an*  lireedinj;  <lat.'s.  etc.  Ten  yisirs 
a;^()  tliey  never  u.sjmI  to  hv,  any  later  than  Aiijiusi  lucedin;;'  there.  Now 
they  are  getting  later  than  that,  and  arc  jiettin;;  on  to  Septi'inlier, 
be<'auHe  the  world  is  (^hanging,  tlie  eliniate  is — tlie  seals  <'hangeaeeord- 
ing  to  the  climate. 

Q.  In  yonr  view  of  the  case  they  shonld  be  protected 
HI  thelJering  Sea  all  the  season? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think 
it  wcmld  be  advisable  to  protect  theni  in  tlie  llcrings 
Sea  altogether. 

C^.  Yon  an'  an  old  scaler;  perhaps  yon  know  some  things  that  I  don't. 
It'  there  is  anything  yon  think  of  tiiat  is  interesting  I  shoidd  like  to 
know  it  ? — A.  No,  sir;  1  shonld  like  to  give  my  opinion  as  far  as  it  is 
right,  anil  beyond  that  1  wonld  not  do  it.  1  am  intcreste(l  in  sealing, 
and  want  to  protect  the  seals.  1  wish  to  say  that  1  wonld  like  to  see 
the  seal  islands  protected  from  raids,  an<l  also  the  licring  Sea. 


Deposition  of  (iuntarc  Jsaticson,  sealer  [master). 

GusTAVK  Isaacson,  having  been  dnly  sworn,  tcstilied  as  follows: 
Mr.  Williams  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  oi-cnpation? — A.  My 
name  is  (Instave  Isaacson;  age,  4(»;  residence,  San  Francisco;  occupa- 
tion, hunting  seals. 

Q.  Are  you  an  A>neri(!an  citizen? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  engage«l  in  the  business  of  <'atcliing  seals  in 
the  Pacific  t>r  liciing  Sea? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  F(n'  how  long  a  period? — A.  I  have  been  i)rincipa]ly  occupied  in 
otter  hunting  at  the  beginning  of  the  seasons;  at  siiort  intervals  I  have 
been  sealing. 

Q.  For  how  many  years? — A.  Sin<e  1.S72;  but  principally  from  the 
other  side,  the  Okhotsch  S«'a  sid<';  sim-e  ISS-t  on  this  side 

Q.  Have  you  been  master  of  vessels  thus  cngagctl  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  for 
eight  years  on  the  Japan  side  and  out'  year  on  this  side. 

Q.  Have  yon  any  ex]»erience  as  to  tlu' habits  of  the   fur-seals! — A. 
Only  following  them  up  hunting.     I  have  been  listening  to  yoi.r  <|ues- 
tions  to  Capt.  McIiCan,  and  I  have  the  same  idea,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  protection.     1  think  tliev  ought  to  be     vroi<..ti>.ii  nnoea- 
protected  everywhere  they  can,  both  outside  and  inside       " 
the  sea. 

i}.  What  time  of  the  year  do  y<m  gencially  start  out  sealing  in  the 
ra«ilic  and  up  to  what  time  do  you  continue? — A.  In  the  mi<ldle  of 
January  or  Fi^bruary. 

i).  What  tiuH^  of  the  year  are  the  seals  nil  out  of  th(^  Pacific,  having 
goiuj  to  the  liering  Sea? — A.  About  the  latter  ])ait  of 
.Mine. 

Q.  According  to  your  ex])e)iencc,  what  ])erc»'ntage 
of  aidnuds  that  are  shot  at  are  actually  taken  by  the 
boats? — A.  1  think  about  oiu'-tliird  is  lost. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  shot  at  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake,  geiu'rally? — 
A.  Mostly  asleep.  Very  often  they  are  shot  at  while  traveling, 
breeching. 
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So  ])ii1iibI('  liirtli. 


i}.  Of  what  SOX  are  the  seals  taken  l>y  yon,  or  nsnally  kilh'd  hy  the 
hnntinn' vessels  in  tlie  North   Tai-itie  or  Jlering  Sea? — 

MllHtIV    I'i'lllllll'S    llilll  »  I,' ,1,.    , 

l,r.«i,»i;i.  ^*-  iM'Miales. 

i}.  What  |>er<'entat:«' of  them  are  feniales? — A.  Ilia 
very  sel<h>ni  that  yon  ever  m-t  iiohl  <tf  a  inah*. 

Q.  What  pereentaf^o  of  the  cows  taken  are  with  imp? — A.  In  the 
«'arly  part  of  the  seas«m,  up  to  .lune,  all  the  full{,'rown  cows  arc  with 
imp* 

i).  Did  y<»ii  ever  kill  any  eows  whose  yjailifj  were  born,  and  were 
;fivin;;  milk  ?— A.  That  I  don't  renu-ndier  takinj*-  notie«' of.  1  ean  not 
answer  that  <inestion. 

Q.  Ill  your  opinion,  are  any  of  the  pups  born  in  the 
water? — A.   I  don't  think  so. 
Horn  niiiv  (.11  I'lib        ^i'  Or  auywhere  else  except  on  the  seal  islands? — 
tii.i  IhIuihIh.  a.  I  don't  think  so. 

i-i.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  seal  pups  in  the  I'acilic  that  were 
younficr  than  thos<'  born  the  year  prc\  ions  ? — A.  Down  at  (liiadaloup 
Ishmd  altont  three  montlis  uan,  i  killed  a  cow  there  that  had  a  ])np 
that  was  too  yonnj''  to  come  from  the  IJeriii;;'  Sea  and  evidently  liad 
Itecn  born  around  there.     That  is  alMmt  the  only  case  1  have  se(>n. 

{).  The  pMps  that  you  s«'e  in  the  I'acitic  this  year  are  tlutse  Ixuii  last 
year.     You  (lon't  see  those  born  this  year? — A.  No  sir;  1  do  not. 

i).  Have  yon  noticed  any  <leciease  in  the  (juantity 
of  seals  in  the  last  few  ycaisf — A.  Yes,  sir;  a  };reat 
decrease. 

<'»'""  ■  (}.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  cause? — A.  Killing 

otV  tlie  females;  whale-killers  and  sharks  kill  a  j-ood  nml^}'. 

Q.  II  scalinjj;  continues  as  heretofore,  is  then'  any  <lan;>-er  of  externti- 
natinji'  them? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  a  few  years  will  d(»  that. 

(i^).  Do  you  ('(msider  it  nect-ssary  to  protect  the  seals 
jvutniioM   .u'.i«    ji,  ^,,^.  >^,^,,,jj,   i.:„.i(i,.»_A.  Yes,  "sir;  it  will  bo  ueces- 

sary  to  i»rot»'ct  them  anywhere  where  it  can  be  done. 
i).  Ar(^  seals  jicncrallv  shot  with  a  ritie  or  shotgun? — A.  JJoth  ritlo 
and  shotgun;  mostly  shotguns. 

,   .,  ().  In  your  oitinion,  do  the  seals  on  the  IJnssian  side 

JtiiHsiaii  anil    Aliis      .     ,  .     '  ,  .,',      .,  ii       n       ■!•  •  i  j.i 

kail  lit  Ills  iio  not  mill    lutcrmi  nglc  wi  t  li  those  on  the  raciln-  side,  or  are  they 
fi'''  a  sei>arate  herd? — A.  They  do  not  int  'rmingle  at  all. 

Q.  If  the  <H)w  seals  are  to  be  i)rot«^cted  in  the  JJering  Sea.  what 
month  do  you  consider  it  would  be  necessary  t<»  prohibit  any  iM-ing 
tiken? — A.  1  should  consider  it  neee.ssary  to  protect  them  all  tht  time 
they  are  in  the  JJering  Sea. 


Ut'i'icaitu. 


T>cptmtlou  of  Frank  Johnnon,  sealer  {hunter  and  mate). 

Frank  .Ioiinson,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  us  follows: 
Mr.  Williams: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  ago,  residence,  and  occupatiim? — A.  'My 
name  is  Frank  .b)lnison;  age,  33;  occupation,  master  mariner;  resi- 
dence, San  Francisco. 

Q.  Are  you  an  Ameri«!an  citizen? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  llavi-  you  ever  been  engaged  in  the  business  of  catching  seals  in 
the  i'aciflc  or  Bering  Sea? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Scnln  (lilt  111'  I'lKillti 
roiiHt  nlMiiit  lat tiT  part 
iif  •liiiitt. 


Tiikit   on  (I   oil  t  uf 
til  roil  or  four. 


Q.  For  liow  loiijj  ii  pi  ikmU — A.  AI»i»iit  t«'ii  y«'ar.s,  olliiiid  on.  1  liavo 
biH'U  (tttor  Imiitiiij;  soii/C years;  about  lialf. 

if.  I [ave  you  Ihm'Ii  111  istrr  of  vessels  1 1ms  j'lifjajjcil  ? — A.  No,8ir;  this 
will  be  my  tirst  time  this  year. 

(i.  What  i)ositioii  did  yon  oeeiipy? — A,   Hunter  and  mate  two  years. 

(J.  What  time  of  the  year  do  you  ;;eiierally  start  ont  sealing;  in  tho 
rarifie,  and  up  to  what  time  do  yon  eoiitinuef — A.  From  the  latter  part 
of  tiannary,  nenerally,  until  the  latter  i»art  of  September;  the  middle  of 
September. 

i).  WMiat  time  of  the  year  are  the  seals  lU'actii'ally  out  of  the  I'aeitie, 
having  gone,  to  tho  Ilering  Sea? — A.  I  always  found 
them  very  searee  in  the  latter  jiait  of  .Inne. 

Q.  According  to  yonr  exp«'rience,  what  ])ercentage 
of  animals  that  are  shot  at   are   actnally  taken   by  the  boats? — A. 
About  81  third  to  a  ipiarter,  we  h>se. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  shot  at  asle«'p  on  the  water  or 
awake,  usually? — A.  Principally  asleep. 

Q.  Of  what  sex  are  the  seals  taken  by  you  or  nsnally  killed  by  hunt 
ing  vessels  in  the  North  Pacilic  and  iJering  Sea  if — A 
Female**,  i)rincipally. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  them?  For  instance,  if  you  kill  100  seals,  how 
many  males  would  you  get? — A.  I'erhaps  two.  Yon  strike  a  few  bulls 
when  you  get  further,  say,  towards  the  Aleutian  Islands. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  thecows  that  you  kill  are  with  pup? — A.  That 
is  jiretty  hard  for  me  to  <'stniiato.    Many  times  you 
strike  young  seals  without  jnip. 

Q.    The  adult  females  are  all  with  i)tip? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  have  fouiui  a  good  nmny  old  ones  that  are  too  old  to  have  pups, 
extra  big  size  seals. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  are  any  of  the  pups  born  in  the 
■water,  or  anywhere  outside  of  tiie  seal  islands? — A.  1 
think  they  are  born  on  land. 

Q.  Have  yon  :  oticed  any  decrease  in  the  <piantity  of  aninials  in  the 
last  few  years? — A.  1  have  found  a  deciease.     I  have 
not  been  doing  much  sealing  in  the  last  three  or  four 
I  have  been  otter  hunting,  priniiipally. 
To  what  do  you  attribute  tlie  cause  of  this  de- 


Mo.hIIv  t'i'iiialt'H, 
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CaiiHo. 
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••rease? — A.  The  increase  of  the  Heet  and  killing  <»f  all 
the  females. 

Q.  If  sealing  continues  as  heretofore,  is  there  any  danger  of  exter- 
minating the  herd  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

C^.  Do  you  think  it  absolutely  necessary  to  protect 
the  cows  in  the  Bering  Sea? — A.  Y'es,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  al)out  protecting  them  in  the 
North  Pacifit!,  providing  you  wanted  to  increase  the  seals  and  save 
them  from  extermination? — A.  I  don't  know  what  to  say  about  that. 
The  North  Pacific  is  pretty  big. 

Q.  Are  these.ils  generally  s'.iot  with  a  ritl(M)r  a  shotgun? — A.  I  g(;n- 
erally  shoot  them  with  a  ritie  myself,  but  they  are  generally  shot  with 
a  shotgun,  from  what  I  hear. 

Q.  In  your  opinion  do  the  seals  on  the  Russian  side 
intermingle  with  those  oil  the  Pacific  side,  or  are  they  kuu uenu  Hvpllra't.-?** 
a  separate  herd  ? — *..  I  think  they  are  a  separate  henl. 

Q.  If  the  cow  seals  are  to  be  protected  in  the  liering  Sea  what  month 
do  you  eonsider  it  would  be  necessary  to  prohibit  any  being  taken?— 
A.  From  the  beginning  of  July  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
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lhj)osifioH  of  II.  Ilnnnxrn,  HinU'f  [mantcr). 

l'Kr,A<iH'   SKAMNd. 

IT.  TlATlMSKN.  liiiviii};  Im'oii  duly  swoni,  U'stilU'd  iis  follows: 

Mr.  \V  I  Ml  wis: 
i).  What   is  your   '.laiiH',   ii;,M',  rcsidoiuM'  iind   ocnipiition? — A.  My 
iiiiiiM-  is  II.  llariiisMi;  a;;«>,  .'(S;  n>sjil«'iir<>,  8aii   I'laiM-isco;  ocnipatioii, 
iiiaiiiifr. 
ij.  Ar«' yoii  an  .ViiH'rican  citi/.r'ii? — A.  Yen,  sir. 

<).   Have  you  «'V»M'  Imm>ii  «'n;ia;;('(l  in  tlir  Itusint'ss  of  caU'liiiijL;  seals  in 
tlu^  I'aeitic  t»r  llerin;:  Sj-a? — ,\.  Certainly. 
t^.  For  iiow  loiiy-  a  |U'rio«it — A.  Since  1S77. 

(}.  Have  you  been  master  of  vessels  llnis  enjriified.  or  any  ofTieer  in 
any  ollieial  eai>a<'ity  ? — \.  Yes.  sir;  sine*'  ls,S()  I   iiave  Iteen  inasttT. 

ii.  Have  you  any  expoiieiiee  as  to  tiie  lialiits  of  tlie  fur  seal? — A.  I 
1iav«'  l)een  eateliin;::  a  ;;oo<l  many  of  tliem.  i  dotrt  know  mueli  aiuMit 
their  habits.     You  mean  on  tiie  eoast  f 

i).  Yes;  theii  j,'eneral  liabilsof  jjoi'ijr  and  eoniiii};? — 

I   A.   Yes.  tlu'y  ^^eneially  come  r(Min<l  on  tlie  eoast  about  >i 

wee]{  i)efore  Christmas  and  n|i  until  al>out  the  middle 


A)ii>('iir     im     ciiiint 
nliiiiit   riiriMtiiiiii  ail  ' 


•I  mil'. 


iliiiiit  iiiiilillc  III' 


of  tiniie.  wh(>n  they  leave  the  eoast  and  p)  north. 


(J.  What  tiiiH'  of  the  year  do  you  {jenerally  start  out  sealing:  in  the 
Paeilie.  and  up  to  what  lime  do  you  continue? — A.  We  start  <Mit  ab(mt 
New  Y'ear's. 

Q.  What  time  do  you  come  in  ajrain? — \.  About  the  middle  of  8ep- 
tend)er  or  October.  \ 

Q.  What  time  of  the  y<'ar  are  the  seals  practically  out  of  the  l'acill«', 
havinj:  jjone  to  the  IW'iinj;  Sea? — A.  About  the  middle  of  .lune. 

Q,  According-  to  your  experience,  what  percentajrt*  of  animals  that  are 
shot  at  are  actually  taken  by  the  boats? — A.  That  depends  a  jjood  deal 
on  the  man  that  shoots  them.  Some  fellows  will  miss 
four  out  of  tive  and  aindher  may  miss  three  (Hit  of  live 
nuiMiii.r..titMfiiv(>.    ,,,„j  ,.i.jp|,|,.  tiiciii.     I  thiidv  (Ml  a  j,'eneral  averai;e  we 

will  jjet  about  three  out  of  liv*;. 

Q.  Are  the  s<'als  shot  at  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake,  usually? — A. 
Most  asleej). 

().  Of  what  sex  aic  t'.ie  seals  taken  by  you  or  usually  killed  by  hunt- 
injir  vessels  in  the  Ntuth  Pacilicand  lierinj"  Seal — \.  ("ows  alto;;ether; 
nothinjir  but  cows.  I  never  cauj'ht  a  bull  in  my  life,  and  I  iuive  got 
:\-M.ut  KMX'Oof  them. 


Smnrspriiro  liiitiiiit' 
out  Colli  or  (he;  iivrr 


Kinlily   |M'r  ci 


III  of 


Q.  What   jjercentaffe  t)f  the   cows   taken  are  with 

ih^HiTt'i'i'ktn  i'lifjiiiiiii    pups? — A.    You    <'an  safely  say    about   four-tifths  of 

"'"■'••  them.     Y'ou  «et  about  SOO  ('uit  of  l.OOO  si'als. 

No poiiiKic birth.  Q-  fn  your  opinion,  are  any  of  the  pujis  Imumi  iu  the 

water  or  anywliert^  else  outside  of  the  sea  islandst — A. 

No,  sir;  I  don't  think  it. 

CJ.   Have  you  n(>tic«'d  any  decrease  in  the  (piaiitity  of  animals  in  the 
last  few  years!     In  other  words,  do  you  tind  them  as  ])lenty  n(»w  iu  the 
last  year  or  two  as  you  used  to? — .\.  Of  course  not. 
They  are  not  so  jilentiful,  that  is  sure.     In  1880  we  got 
2,ltM)  .seals.     Now  yon  couldn't  get  300  in  the  same  time. 

(J.  To  what  do  you  attribute  this  decrease? — A.  Too 


DciTCJIHO. 


t'llllSO. 


many  in  the  business,  I  sH])pose;  too  many  after  them. 
Q.  VYould  you  attribute  it  to  the  killing  of  the  females  aud  thereby 
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there  are  not  nearly  as  many  born? — .\.  Certainly;  it  has  got  all  toihi 
with  it. 

Q.  Tlieii  really  till'  killing  of  the  l'i-iiiale'«  yoii  attrilxite  to  the  do- 
(•lease? — A.   Ves.  sir. 

(}.  It  sealing  coiitinnes  as  heretorore  is  there  ;>iiy  danger  of'extermi- 
nating  the  herd? — A.  At  lliis  rate;  yes,  sir.  .Iii-it  kei-p  at  it  and  it 
will  lie  only  a  lew  years  bel'iHe  it  will  do  away  with  the  wIimIc  JHisiness. 

i).  I>.»  yiHi  think  it  is  ab.s'thitely  necessny  to  piuteit  the  eows  in  tlin 
Iterin^  Sim  ? — A.   Vononghl  ti»|Motect  them,  eertainly ; 
in  order  to  keep  the  thing  going  they  ought  to  be  pro-   _,|.'^. ''""""     '""'*■ 
t4-«ted. 

(.».  Is  it  iieccs-iiiry  to  prolecf  the  cmws  in  the  I'aeilie? — A.  They  kill 
the  biggest  halt'intli(^  I'aeilie.  so  that  they  ought  t*  Itc  pi. deeted  there. 

It.  Are  tliey  g.Mier.illy  shot  with  a  rille,  oi'  shitgan?  —  A,  A  siiotgaii 
exelusively.  y(Mi  iniyht  say. 

if.  In  your  opinion  do  the  seals  on  the  Uussjan  side  intermingle  with 
those  on  the  I'aeilie  side,  or  are  they  a  separati'  herd?— A.  No,  sir; 
tliev  d<»  not  e(»ine  over  this  way.     They  are  not  a  dil-      „     .         ... 

■  1  1      1       i     .1  I  1        .  i'  I  .  .  UinMiiiti    mill    Al:ui- 

lerent  breed,  but  they  keep  over  l»y  themselves.     At   kan  h.niHiioiioimiu- 
least  I  don't  think  so.     Tlu'y  follow  their  own  sirj'am   ^='"' 
along  theic.     Theie  is  so  iimeli  water  there  where  tlieie  are  seals,  and 
so  iiiu(;h  where  thei'e  are  not.     They  are  by  themselves. 

Q.  Now,  tiieii.  if  tln^  «'ow  s(^als  are  to  b«^  protected  in  the  licringSca, 
what  month,  do  you  consider  it  would  be  necessary  to  prohibit  any  be- 
ing taken? — .\.  Say  from  the  middle  of  Jiim;  until  the  end  of  tlu^year; 
sdinething  like  that,  the  lirst  «d"  December. 


fh-pthsition  of  Daniel  McLean,  scaler  {musfrr.) 

l)\N'ii;f,  McliKAN,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testilied  as  follows: 
Mr.  Williams: 

i).  Whal  is  your  name,  age,  r<>sidence,  and  occuimtion  ?— A.  My 
name  is  Daniel  Mclican;  age,  i'{;  occ-npation,  master  mariner;  resi- 
dence, San  Kiancisio, 

().  .Vie  yon  an  .\mericaii  citizen  ? — A.  Ves,  sir. 

().  Have  you  ever  been  engiged  in  the  iuisinesa  of  (rat(diing  seals  iii 
tlie  l'a('ifi(M)r  li'iing  Sea? — .V.   Ve-;.  sir. 

i).  Vov  how  long  a  period? — .V.   lOleveii  years. 

().  Have  ycni  been  mister  (d"  vessels  thus  engiged? — A.  I']lev«!n 
years. 

if.  What  time  of  the  year  do  you  giMier.illy  start  out  se  iling  in  the 
I'acilii',  and  up  to  what  time  do  yoi  eontiiiiie? — X,  F  start  out  about 
the  l."»rii  of  Diiceaiber  and  stay  our  niUil  ab  »iit  the  1st  of  Octoln'r. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  are  the  seals  prai'tically  all  out  of  the 
Pacific,  having  gone  to  the   Hcring  Sea? — .\.  About 
tiie  l."»th  of  June.     N  »t  all.  bat  tlie  l»:.dv  of  liieiii.  ,^'"|'%T.'S"''  ^^'''^° 

Q.  Ace  >rding  to  your  (^xiierience,  wliat  percent. ige 
of  animals  that  are  shot  at  are  actually  t  dc.i  by  t'no.  boats? — A.  That 
is  a-coriling  to  the  amount  of  aiiiinunition  t'.iatwe  use. 
About  one  third  are  taken.  .  ai.,.,,.  .,t.,..n,ini  ta- 

keii'.l  tiMMii.slmt  lit. 

Q.  Are  the  s'als  shot  at  a-fleep  on  the  water  or  awake, 
usually? — .\.  Mo^t  asleep. 

().  Of  what  sex  are  the  seals  taken  by  you.  or  usually  killed  by  hunt- 
lug  vessels  in  the  North  Pacific  and  lli'ring  Sea? — A.  Females. 
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Q.  Wliiit  pi'rn'iit;i;X(' of  llnMii  art*  f:»\vs?  Siipp  m(»  ymi  catrli  IIU)  mouIh, 
Nimaypni  I II.     '"•^*'   "iiiiy   iiialrs   wiMilil    \oii   liavo  aiiiiiii^   tlinii! — 

llliii-it.    'lliiiitly      Willi      A.     AllDIlt     10, 

'"""  if.  What    pcr.'t'iitajjt'  of  iId-  n»\v.s  taken    an'  with 

pup? — A.  Tiio  ffiiialivH  are  iiidstly  all  with  pup,  that  in,  up  until  the  iHt. 
of  July. 

Q.  In  voiir  opinion,  are  any  of  the  ]>ups  Ixirn  in  tlM> 

j-,,,M  i,„rt.  .miy  m,   ^alor  or'aiiy w hrr.'  .-hi.  out  .If  Mm^  seal  islands!— A.  1 

have  ncvrr  sei-n  any. 

Q.  Ilavc^  you  «'vrr  foiinil  any  seal  pup-t  in   the   Pacilh'  that   \ver«' 

youiipM'  than  tlio-ie  iiorii  the  yea'  previousf — A.  \o,  sir;   1  have  never 

seen  any. 

<^.  Have  yon  notireil  any  ilecn  ase  in  the  quantity  of 
animals  in  the  last  few  yeai'sf — A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.   I'o  what  do  you  attril)ute  the  cause? — A.     Kill- 
ing oil'  the  females. 
(.1.  If  sealinsj;  e  Mitinues  as  luMi^tofore,  is   there  any  danjjer  of  exter- 
minatin;;  th«'m!f — A.   Yes.  sir;  they  will  all  be  exterminat«Ml   in  three 
yearn,  and  there  will  l>e  no  more  sealing;. 

().  Do  vou  think  it  is  al>si»lutelv  iieeessarv  to  pro- 

,,!;': """     '"■'■""    tect  the  <'mvs  in  the  Wvriua  Sea  f— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  also  necessary  to  protect  them   in  the   Pa 
cillc? — A.  The  Pacitlc.  is  a  I  ir;jeocean.  and  they  do  not  {fo  in  laij^e  i>ands. 
They  |i;'o  sin<;ly  and  in  pairs,  so  that  there  is  nut  a  chance  to  kill  so 
many  of  them  in  tlu^  ocean.     In  the   I'erin^'  Se,i  they  are  in  hands,  and 
they  ;;o  onto  the  islands  and  are  concentrated  in  a  small  place. 

Q.  Are  st'als  };enerally  shot  with  a  rille  (ushotynn  !f — A.  Vyitli  a  shot- 
>^nu.     (Some  with  a  rille;  mostly  with  a  shot<^un.  ' 

...         ,  .,  Q.  In  voiir  opinion  do  the  seals  on  the  IJussian  side 

kail  HcaiH  iio  mil  mill    interminable  With   those  on  the   Pacific  sid(>T — A.  No, 
-'"'■  sir;  I  do  not  think  so.    Tlu^y  are  dirterent  seals  in  my 

opinion. 

Q.  If  tliecowseals  are  to  l»(!  protected  mi  the  Heriiij^j  Sea  what  months 
do  you  consider  it  would  be.  ni'i'cssary  ■  prohibit  any  beinpf  tiiken? — 
A.  From  the  l-'illi  of  .lane  until  tht^  season  tlnishcs;  that  would  be  the 
tirst  snow.  The  pups  do  not  leave  the  islands  on  the  tirst  snow,  but 
when  the  second  snow  c  »ine-(  they  leave  tiie  islands.  Tln^v  oujj[ht  to  be 
protecrted  until  the  second  snow;  that  is.  in  Xovemln'r. 

if.  Did  you  evei'  kill  any  cow  seals  that  were  in  milk,  that  had  jLjiven 

birth  to  youiiijf  and  were  in  milk  ? — A.   Yes,  sir;  I  have,  in  IJiMin,y:  Sea. 

,„„  ,   ,„  .  iX.  How  far  from  the  seal  islands  weri!  theylf — A. 

inmi  lio  to  00  miiM  Sixly  luilcs;  all  the  way  Irom  UO  to  00  iiules;  otl  St. 

from  isIaii.lH.  (  IcoiJiC  aild  St.    Puill. 

Q.  Do  you  kiiowofanvtliin,n'  else  that  would  be  interi'stinj;  in  ref^ard 
to  the  (piestioii  J — A.  I  tliiiik  the  sepals  ou,i;lit  to  l)0  protected.  1  tliink 
the  custom-house  sliould  not  clear  any  ships  eitluM-  in  the  IJritish  0. do- 
ilies or  the  United  States  for  sealing;  in  the  Jterinj;'  Set;  that  is,  if 
they  want  to  prottict  them.  I  would  like  to  see  the  island:*  protected 
from  raids,  and  the  Hcriny  Sea  also. 

State  oi-  Calm^oknia, 

Citif  anti  (JoKnfy  of  Stin  Franc invo,  as: 

I,  Clement  liennett,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  city  and  county 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  witnesses  in  tlie  forejifoiiif^  de|ii)sitioiis  named, 
were  by  iiie  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothinjj; 
but  the  truth;  that  said  depositions  were  taken  on  the  Ist  day  of  Feb- 


, 
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ninry,  1H02,  at  my  i>i\\vr.  moiiiH  \'2  iitid  \'.\,  -.U  ('itliloniiii  strrct,  in  tlu< 
city  :iihI  ('(unity  (»f'  Siiii  Kiimcisco,  in  tlic  Stale  td"  ralilmiiia.  and  >\(M'«^ 
I'ciiiiccd  l<»  wi'itiii;;  hy  inc. 

Ill  witness  w  licrent'.  I  have  liciciinto  suhsciihcd  my  name  and  alVived 
mv  seal  (.t'dillee  IliislUli  day  (d   Kelnnary,  A.  I>.  IS'.tii. 

ISKAL.J  *  *      Cl.DMKM    lli:NM"l"r. 

Moliiri/  I'lihlic, 


Dfiumtion  of  Mttilin  llauinm  [Hnilcr), 

IMW.A(iI<'  SKAI-INU. 

MartJn  ITimiion,  hein;,'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at 
Viet(M'ia,  itritisli  rolninlna.     I  am  l»y  o('(-ii;iati(ni  a  seal 

linnter.     Have  Iieen  eiiyn;;('d  in  sealin;;  llie  last   three      i;x|p.imi 

years  (HI  tlie  IJritisli  sclioKiiers  Triiniipli,  W'nlhr  l{i  h^ 
lional is, ii\\{\  T' /»/;>■//><>,  and  tlieiiermaii  selmonei    \  hir,    ,,'','" ".'/'''•    !'"""■ 
<irst  find  and  tal<e  seal  in.lanuaiy oil  (^olnmina  Km  i-.  hnmi.  AiUi,: 
They  are   then   advancinj>-  up  the  coast.     We  tnjl.iw 
them  until  they  enter  iSeiin;;-  Sea  about  .Inly  1st.     I  use      MisrBtinn. 
tlieshotfjmi  exeliisively  lor  takiii;^' seal.     Al    •     <»."»  per 
cent  of  the  seal  hit  are  lost.     .\  lai';;e  majority  of  se  A)*     i.iiri;«'nin|ority|irpR- 


taken 


females  with    voiini:.     Onlv  tw(»   old    hulls 


llillll     ll'III'lll'S 


were  taken  by  me  last  year  oat  of  the  10(1  •••.  ,iN  taken.  \Uit  very 
i'W  yearlinys  are  taken.  Paid  no  atteiilion  to  sex.  A  few  male 
seals  are  taken  between  twdaiid  tbni- years  old,  I  tliini: 


Miiii.iit\ 


liiliHiii;; 


Majority  of  the  seals  taken  in   IJerin;;-  Sea  are  females   ,,„,J''|' 

witii  milk  in  them.     Have  killed  them  fall  of  milk  100 

miles  from  the  seat  islands.     I  use  iiit  diseriniinatioii  in 

sealinjf,  but  slio(»t  e\ crylhiiifj  that  (-(nnes  near  the  boai 

repirdless  of  si'x.     Have  iievt'r  known  of  any  piip>  to  be  born  in  the 

water  or  on  tln^  land  ontside  of  the  I'ribilof  Islands. 

Have  never  known  any  fur  seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land 

else\vher(>   than   on    the    '-ribilof  Islands;.     I   think   a. 

closed  season  slnaild  be  established  between  May  1st 

and  September  loth  in  North  I'acilic  ( )cean  ain!  Iterin;;' 

Sea,\vhieli  would  give  them  a  chance  lo  increase. 

AlAUTIN    ITANNON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  L'd  day  of  May,  l.St)L'. 

A.    \V.   liAVKNDKU, 

United  States  TnasKry  Aynit. 


IniliMrriiiiiniiti' 


Nil  iii^litjtlo  birlli. 
Ilii  nut  llillll  ii|)  tOxit- 

U  hl'l'll    llillll    III!    I'l'ill- 

ilol'. 

I'riit«'rtl<iii. 


Deposition  of  }V:Hiani  Hermann  (sealer). 

pelaoic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  ami  Connty  of  San  Franeiseo,  ss: 

AVilliam  Ifermann,  beiii};  duly  sworn,  dejjosos  and  says:  I  am  by 
occupation  a  s«'al  and  otter  hnntei-.     My  present  resi- 
dence is  in  San   Francisco.     1  have  been  enpijicd  in      Kxiicrienoe. 
seal  and  otter  hunting  eleven  years  in  the  Okhotsk  Sea 
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[■.rXl  ri 

uM  i 

-■4  ^ 

'^':^   I  . 

1    ■  '''':'■     I 

■ '  1 '  f  ' 

:|H: 

K  >!  ' 


up 

I  ft 


fr  j' 


aiMl  t.lio  Xortli  Piicilic.  I  ns(!  a  sliof  «iun  wIm'M  T  nin  Imntinf;  aeal  and 
a  ritle  lorottcr  Imntinj;'.  I  liiiiit  with  a  No.  S  l)oi(^  sliot- 
{fur,  and  us<'  No.  I  shot.  Many  seals  are  wounchMl  and 
lost,  depending  hirgely  on  the  skill  of  the  hnnter.  I 
think  I  get  pretty  nearly  all  that  I  kill,  but  other 
hunters  have  been  with  me  that  1  know  lost  a  greater  portion  of  those 
they  shot  at.  l'rol)al>ly  ii  fair  average  would  be,  taking  all  the  hunters 
together,  one  seal  secured  to  two  lost.  Nearly  ail  the 
seals  killed  in  tlie  wat<'r  belbre  the  nuddle  of  June  are 
e<)ws  in]»np,  and  after  that,  ui(»(hers  giving  milk.  After 
the  young  is  a.  few  tlays  old  the  mother  travels  out  to 
the  fishing  banks  to  feed,  it  is  dilli<'ult  to  tell  the  sex 
of  a  sea)  which  you  shoot  at  in  the  water,  but  you  can 
t<'ll  a  youug  seal  from  an  old  seal.  8euls  are  not  as 
ph^ntiful  now  as  I  hey  were  a  few  years  ago.  I  think 
they  are  decreasing  on  account  of  tiieir  being  hunted 


Uhuh  Urtsinns. 


Wa.Htoof  lilH. 


Miisll.\  iiiTiriiaiit  or 
iiilkirii;  ciiwh. 


l''niiiil('  fcftliiij;. 

Sex    uiiiHsthi^iii.Hli 
»lilf  ill  wjlcr. 

1)(  riTaM>. 


so  unu-h. 


W.   H  HUM  ANN. 


Subsciibed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  April,  A.  J).  18!)2. 

[SKAI..|  (JLEMIuNT   BkNNI-vTT, 

Notary  Fublic. 


Deposition  of  Andreir  J.  Hoffman  [scaler). 


PELACJK;   SKALING. 


\ 


l>e  it  remembered,  tliat  on  the  li4th  day  of  February,  18!)2,  at  my 
oOice,  L'tt  Caliloiuia  sti'cct,  in  the  city  and  c<Hinty  of  San  Francisco, 
State  ol  California,  liefore  me,  riciiieut  Uenm'tt,  a  notary  i)ublic  in  iiud 
for  said  city  ;!nd  county  of  vSan  l''rancis<'o,  State  of  California,  duly 
api)ointed  and  comuiissioned  to  administer  oaths,  etc.,  i)ersoinilly  aj)- 
pear«Ml  Andrew  J.  llolfnian,  who  being  first  by  nie  duly  sworn,  testilied 
as  foHows: 

Andhkv.'  J.  TIoi'TMAN,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  foHows: 

The  XoTAl.'V: 
Q.  What   is  your   name,  age,  residence,  and   occupation? — A.  ]\[y 
name  is  Andrew  J.  llotlinan;  age,  2-1:;  residence,  San  Francisco;  occu- 
pati«ui,  vseal  hunter. 
Q.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  United  States? — A.  T  am. 
Q.  What  State  are  you  a  resident  of  ?— A.  The  State  of  California. 
Q.  Have  you  been  engaged  in  catching  seals  in  tin'  I'aciticaud  IJering 
Sea.  and  for  how  long? — A,  1  have  been  engaged  in 
sealing  there  for  three  years  last  past. 
Q.  Do  you  know  of  what  sex  the  seals  were  that  you  have  taken  in 
the  Pacific  and    llering  Sea? — A.  The  seals  that  1  have  taken  were 
principally  females. 

Q.  What  i)<')'ceiitage  of  the  skins  you  have  taken  were  eows? — A. 
About  \)i>  i>er  cent  of  t!i(Mn  were  cows. 
Q.  What  percentage  of  the  cows  you  have  taken  were  with  pup? — 
^..    ,  „  ,  A.  About  the  same  amount  were  with  i)up. 

of  rat.il  «.r«  pivu       Q.  When  does  scaling  e<nunuM>ce  in  tiie  racific,  and 
nant.owH.  wlieu  docs  it  cud  ? — A.  Sealing  eommeuces  there  about 

the  Jst  of  January  and  ends  about  the  1st  of  June. 
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.  1  think 
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KM  ANN. 

i.  D.  18t>2. 
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I'ublic. 
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Wa«to  of  lilo. 


I'rl:ij;i.; 
poasililo. 


Iiirtli 


Hiiiil    lip    (inly   on 
I'riliilipf  IhIiiikIs.' 


(Juiiso. 


Q.  What  poreentaffe  of  seals  are  taken  eonii>are(l  to  those  you  de- 
stroy in  doiiijj  so;   in  other  words,  how  many  do  you 
actually  jjet  out  of  those  you  slumt?— A.  We  jnet  about  „ai»,Tsimt'"''^ '"'"' 
75  per  cent  of  tliem. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fai;t  that  when  you  tirst  started  in  the  business   and 
was  inexperi«'n<H'<l  in  bunting,  that  you,  like  all  other 
befiiiiners,  «lestroyed  a  nnu'h  larger  proportion   than 
you  now  do? — A.  Yes,  i.ir;  it  is. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake? 
J)o  you  shoot  at  them  whilebreeeliinj;' J — A.  About  .10  ]>ercent  of  them 
are  aslec^p,  that  is,  aceordinjjf  to  what  are  shot  at,  and  we  also  shoot  at 
th«'m  while  breechiii};". 

().   Have  you  ever  seen  any  seals  born   in   tlie  water,  and  is  it  your 
opinion  that  it  is  |)OssibI(>.  for  them  to  be  born   in  the 
waterf — A.  No,  sii-;   I   have  never  seen  any  born  in 
the  water,  and  1  think  it  is  impossible  for  tliem  to  be 
born  in  tlu^  water. 

Q.  l>o  you  know  of  any  plaeii  where  seals  land  out- 
side of  the  seal  islands? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  seals,  as  eom- 
l)ared  to  previous  years? — A.   Well,  for  the  len^ith  of 
time  that  1  have  been  out  there  is  not  mueh  differ-        '•'"■"o- 
euce. 

Q.  If  there  is  a  decrease,  to  what  do  you  attribute  it? — A.  To  the 
ainount  of  seal  hunters  and  hunting'  that  is  actually 
going  on. 

Q.  Do  the  pups  perish  with  the  cows  that  you  kill? — A.  V'es,  sir; 
they  <lo. 

Q.  Is  it  your  o|>inion  if  sealing  c(»ntimies  unrestricted  that  they  will 
soon  be  exterminated  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is. 

(.).  In  your  opinion,  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the  cows  in 
Bering  Sea,  to  prevent  the  heid  from  being  extermi- 
nated?    If  so,  for  what  months  in  the  year?— A.   Yes,   ^,J.y;"''"'""     "'^^'^■''• 
sir;  from  the  1st  of  .lune  until  the  1st  of  August,  in 
order  to  protect  the  herd. 

Q.  Do  you  generally  siioot  seals  with  a  ritle  or  shotgun;  ami  if  the 
latter,   with   l>ucksh<:t  or   fine  shot? — A.  Mostly  with 
buckshot  and  a  shotgun. 

Q.  Judging  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  travel- 
ing during  your  experit'iice,  where  do  you  suppose  was  their  destina- 
tion?— A.  leouldii'tsay  as  t<t  that;  1  know  they  travel .'d  southward  to  a 
more  milder  climate. 

Q.  Do  you  think  of  anything  else  that  is  of  value  in  regard  to  this 
seal  (luestion  that  I  have  not  asked  you;  anything  you  would  like  to 
say,  you  can  „ive  your  opinion  about? — A.  No,  sir;  I  think  of  lutthing 
else  in  regard  to  this  that  I  have  not  alicady  said. 

Andijkw  Jackson  IIoffman. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  Counti/  of  San  Francineo,  «.v; 

I,  Clement  IJennett,  a  notary  piiblie  in  and  for  said  city  and  county  of 
San  Francisco,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  witness  in  the  foregoing  (lei>- 
osition  named  was  by  me  duly  swiU'ii  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole 
trntii,  and  nothing  but  the  truth;  that  said  deposition  was  ledueed  to 
writing,  and  when  completed  was  carefully  read  over  to  said  witness, 
and  by  liim  subscribed  in  my  presence. 


SliotuiiiiH  and  liiirk- 
slllll  tllngtlv  llsi'il. 


m 
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In  witnoss  wliorcot",  I  have  li<'rniiito  subsci-ihcd  my  name  and  afilxcd 
my  seal  of  ollicc  this  -'0th  day  ol  February,  1S!)1', 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Uennett, 

Sotafi/  rnbUe. 


Mm 


Dej)oiiition  of  Jtimes  Kean,  scaler, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 


w 
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tf 


■  il 


111-: 


J'  ■ 


Rcriiig  SiMi,  time  of 
entering. 

Majority  taken  fe- 
males. 


State  of  California, 

City  and  Couitiif  of  Sun  Fmncisco,  ftn: 

James  Kean,  liaviiift'  been  duly  sworn,  <b.'i>o.ses  and  says:  T  reside  in 

Victoria,  iiritisli  Columbia;  my  oceujiation  is  thiitot'a 

Experience.  scamau  ami  seal  iiunter,     I  lirst  went  seal  liuntiii};-  in 

18S1>  on  the  schoont'r  Oscur  and  JIaftie.     She  hiid  six 

1889!"""  ""'*  ^"""'  ^>«»'if^  ii"'^  '^  i^^*'!'"  ^>"i<f-  three  men  to  each  Ix.at.  She 
was  armed  with  shot<;uns  and  ritles.  I  shipited  as  a 
hunter.  We  left  Victoria  the  latter  part  of  Februiiry  and  went  oft" 
south  to  the  Columbia  River  and  comnu'nced  sealinj>'  oH'  there  and  fol- 
lowed tin'  herd  alonj;  the  coast  up  to  the  I'.erinj;  Sea, 
arriviii^i'  there  sometime  in  -lune.  We  canjiht  some- 
where about  'i(H>  seals  before  enterin;;  the  sen,  of  all 
kinds.  Tiiere  were  a  good  many  females  among  them; 
there  was  a  <;'o(»d  many  more  of  them  than  males,  but 
the  exact  nund)er  1  do  not  know.  Tiie  old  fenniles  ha(L  younjj  pujis 
in  them.  I  saw  them  taken  out,  and  a  good  many  of  them  skinned. 
We  entered  the  sea  ami  caught  about  1,000  in  there.  We  sealed  all 
over  on  this  side  of  the  Bering  Sea,  sometinu's  being  over  !."»()  miles  off 
the  seal  islands,  and  sometimes  we  were  chaser.  1  did  not  pay  any  at- 
Niirsin"  f.niaie.s  tcutiou  to  the  ])roportion  of  females,  but  I  know  wo 
tsicin.  sonio  over  loi)  skiuucd  a  great  manv  that  were  giving  milk,  because 

mile8f.om.slan.l8.         ^.j^^  jj^j,,.  ^^.^^^^j^^    ^,^^^^    ^.^.^^j^^    ^,^^^j^,  ,,j,^^..j^j-^   ^^^^^^^    (.^,g  ,1^,,.^ 

when  they  were  being  skinned.  We  killed  mother  seals  in  milk  over  100 
miles  from  tlie  seal  islands.  We  generally  shoot  tliem  when  they  are 
aslee])  on  the  water. 

In  1890  I  went  out  in  the  Walfrr  h'icli.  She  had  eisrht  boats,  three 
men  to  a  b(»at.  We  had  shotguns  and  ritles,  using  the 
former  idmost  altugetlr.'r.  We  left  Victoria  about  the 
latter  part  of  .March,  and  came  down  off  the  Columbia  IJiviT  and  com- 
nuMiced  sealing  as  tlie  jirevious  year,  sealing  along  the  coast  to  the 
Bering  Sea,  arriving  there,  1  think,  about  the  1st  of 
July.  We  caught  between  ;{0(>  and  400  seals  on  the 
coast,  and  000  in  the  llering  Sea.  We  sealed  on  the 
American  side  of  the  llering  Sea  around  the  I'ribilof 
Islands,  anywhere  fiom  10  to  150  miles  otf.  The  cap- 
ture of  ISOO  was  about  the  same  in  ])roportion  to  sex 
as  the  year  before.  We  s(»ld  our  skins  in  Victoria.  In 
1880  I  received  84  for  every  skin  I  got,  and  in  1800 
every  skin  I  got.  1  think  I  got  half  of  what  I  killed 
and  wounded.  I  «lo  not  think  that  the  green  hunters 
get  more  than  one  out  of  every  four  or  live  that  they 
kill.  The  senls  were  not  near  as  plentiful  along  the 
coast  and  Bering  Sea  in  1801  as  they  were  in  1800. 
They  wanted  me  to  ship  this  year  on  a  sixth  lay,  that  is,  every  sixth  skin 
was  to  be  mine,  but  I  thought  the  seals  were  so  scarce  it  wt)uld  not  pay 


Walter  Itieh,  1800. 


RpringSea;  time  of 
entoring. 


Si'ali'il  from  lOtol.lO 
mill's  ti'oni  islaiiils. 

1'  1  'I  port  ion  ntfo- 
malen  takiii. 

Wages. 

received  $3  for 

Waste  of  life. 
Decrease. 
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'  and  afilxed 

VKTT, 

ry  VuhUc. 


me  to  ffo.  It  is  the  common  conversation  anion}?  us  liunters  that  the 
seals  are  gettinjj  so  scarce  it  does  not  pay  for  us  to  j;o  and  hunt  tlwin 
unless  they  will  jjrive  us  a  better  price  per  skin,  and  a  jjreat  many  of 
the  old  hunters  would  not  ^o  out  this  year  on  that  account. 

James  Kkan. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Kith  day  of  Ai)ril,  A.  I).  lSt)L». 
[L.  s.]  Cle3Ii:nt  Hkxnk  I  t. 

Notary  rublic. 
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Deposition  of  James  Kennedy,  sealer  {bout-j)uller). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

James  Kennedy,  liaving  been  duly  sworn,  dejjoses  and  says:     I  am 
now  residing  in  San  Krancis<'(».     My  occupation  is  that 
of  a  sailor.     1  went  to  the  North  I'acitic  and  iJeriiig 
Sea   on   the  schooner  Mnr/fiie  /i'o.s-.v,  of  which  Captain      .va</7i«  w.,.,,  in84. 
Olsen  was  master,  in  the  early  i)ait  of  May,  Issi.     I  " 

shii>i>edas  a  boat  puller.     W'c  sailed  from  Victoria,  IJritisli  Coluiiibiii, 
and  bore  due  north  to  the  lleriiig  Sea.     When  we  arriv«Ml  there  we  had 
some  seventy  live  to  eighty  seals,  thegreater  )>art  of  wliich  were  females, 
some  of  which  had  pups  in  them.     VVe  entered  the  IJering  Sea  about 
the  latter  part  of  July  and  captured  UOO  seals  from 
20  to  100  miles  off  the  seal  islands.    A  larg*-  iir<»i)or- 
tion  of  them   were  females  nursing  their  yoiiii.i.'',  and 
their  teats  were  huge  and  full  <»f  milk.     We  hud  four 
boats  aboard,  ea(;h  boat  having  a  hunter,  steerer  and 
boat  puller,  and  used  ritles.     On  an  average  we  got  one  or  two  out  of 
everv   six   or  seven  that  we  wounded   or  killed.     In      ...   .     ..,.,. 

18SS,  I  made  a  tishmg  voyage  to  the  Bering  hea,  ami 

while  in  there  heard   tiie  captain  and  oflicers   discussing  about   the 

dei'rease  of  seals  ou  the  islands  and  in  the  water.     I 

heard  it  discussed  on  our  return  at  the  different  ports 

we  put  in  at,  and  also  in  Victoria  on  our  arrival,  and  all  said  the  seals 

were  decreasing. 

James  Kkx.nedy. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.lth  day  of  Ajiril,  A.  D.  LSOL'. 
[l.  s.]  Clement  lii;NNETT, 

Notary  rublic. 
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Deposition  of  James  Kiernan,  sealer  [master). 
arctic  and  antarctic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 
James  Kiernan,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  Rays:  lam  a 
master  mariner  by  i)rofession,  and  a  resident  of  (.'ali-      ^^     .^^ 
fornia.     I  have  been  engaged  in   seal  hunting  since       ^^pw'^nee- 
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Antarctic  HcaliiiK. 
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TESTIMONY 

liS43.     Afy  first  voyan*'  was  from  N(>wi>ort,  TJ.  I.,  to  tlm 

cast  coast  of  Soiitli  America,  at  Lohos  Island,  oH'  the 

Loi,»«  isiami  rn»    ,„outli  of  tlic  rivcr  Platte,  at  Castiilos  Island,  and  on 

pniiii.  :iiui   laikiaiid   tlic  cast  coast  ot  Pata^ionia.     Altcrwards  1  went  to  the 

isil.rH!""'  '"""'""'    Falkland  Islands,  to  the  South  Shetland' Islands,  and 

to  the  west  coast  of  l'ataj?onia.  In  those  «la.vs  we 
i.,Mnicti..nofrn..k    kJUe,!  thc  scals  (Ml  land  with  clubs,  but  all  those  rook- 

cries  have  since  be«'n  destroyed  throu;;h  the  ccuistant 
huntiufjf  of  the  seals.     Afterwards  I  came  toCalifornia  and  made  my  llrst 

seal  huntiny  voyaye  in  the  North  Pacific  in  l.SOS  and 
Arctic Himiin?.  j^^  ^^^^^^.^,  lucent  years  in  Jieriny  Sea.  I  have  {jiven 
niiK'li  attention  to  tln^  study  of  seal  life  as  well  as  to  the  methods  of 
hunting  in  the  sea  and  the  consetjuent  effect  of  (his  upon  the  ])ossible 
extermination  of  the  seal.  I  usually  conunence  the  voyajic  near  the 
coast  of  California  in  the  early  part  of  flantiary  and  continue  alonj;  up 
the  coast,  following  the  herd  on  its  wav  to  its  breeding  grounds  until 

the  latter  part  of  June,  hunting  all  the  way  and  enter- 
Imri.'avin"*  i"f^  P>ering  Sea  about  the  1st  of  .Inly,  and  remaining 

in  those  waters  until  about  tin?  lOth  or  1  .^th  of  Sei»tem- 
bcr.     My  experience  has  been  that  the  sex  of  the  seals  usually  killed 

by  hunters  employed  on  vessels  under  my  command, 
tiiosc  kiliii'icowr.'^  "*^  ''^oth  in  tlieoccau  and  liei-ing  Sea,  were  cows.     F  should 

say  that  not  less  than  80  per  cent  of  those  caught  each 
year  were  of  that  sex.    1  have  observed  that   those   killed  in  the 

Xorth  Pacific  weremostly  femalescarrying  their  young, 
i.ina'ics'*in  N^oriirPa'  ^ud  wcrc  generally  caught  while  asleeep  on  the  water, 
ciiic  ami  imrsini;  fe-   while  tliosc  taken  iu  tlic  Bering  Sea  were  nearly  all 

males  III  liiriiiij;  .Nca.  ,,  ,       .  -ii      ii      i.    i       i    i    x-i  ii    •  •  i 

mother  seals  in  nulk,  that  had  left  theii"  y<»ung  and 
were  iu  search  of  food.     j\[y  experience  couviiu-es  me  that  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  seals  now  killed  by  shooting  with  riHes 
and  shotguns  are  lost.     My  estimate  wouhl  be  that  two 
out  of  every  three  killed  are  l(»st. 

Formerly  the  killing  was  tlone  by  spearing,  and  in  later  years  it  was 
learned  that  shooting  them  was  a  swifter  method  of  killing.  At  the 
start  the  hunters  were  inex])erienced  and  a  large  proportion  were  lost. 
]Many  are  shot  while  asleep;  some  while  bi'eeching,  but  such  are  more 
ditlicult  to  kill.  I  never  liav'c  known  of  seals  being 
born  in  the  water.  In  fact  I  do  not  believe  they  are, 
except  by  accident,  in  which  cases  they  would  certainly 
die,  as  young  seals  have  t(»be  taught  to  swim  by  their  mother,  just  as 
children  have  to  be  taught  to  walk.  My  knowledge  being  from  long  ex- 
perience, is  that  the  seals  are  beconiiiig  gradiuiUy 
scarcer  in  the  northern  waters,  jtarticularly  so  in  later 
years.  The  cause  of  this  decrease  L  believe  to  be  the  indiscrinunatc 
slaughter  of  the  mother  seals.  They  are  hunted  too  much,  and  hence 
mother  seals  ar<^  becoming  scarcer,  which,  if'  not  checked,  will  lead  to 
tlieii'  early  extermination.  Constant  shooting  has  friglitenetl  them  and 
made  them  wild,  so  that  they  have  to  be  shot  at  great  distances  unless 
found  asleep.  Miu'h  depcntls  for  successful  hunting,  upon  the  weather, 
as  it  is  diflicult  to  get  accurate  aim  when  both  the  hunter's  boat  and  the 
seal  are  in  nu)tion.  A  jxtor  hunter  does  not  secure 
more  than  one  out  of  every  five  shot  or  aimed  at. 
Ciood  hunters  do  Ix'tter.  I  think  many  t)f  the  mother 
seals  go  from  their  breeding  grounds  on  tiie  islands  many  miles  into 
thc  Pacific  Ocean  in  search  of  food,  often  to  a  distance  of  loO  to  180 
miles.    They  travel  very  fast,  and  it  is  on  these  excursions  that  many 
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of  tliem  are  killed.     The  mother  does  not  leave  the  rookery  in  search 
of  food  until  she  has  dro])ped  her  young  and  become  pregnant  again, 
hence  when  she  has  been  slain,  it  means  the  h»ss  of     „     ,    ,   ,. 
three,  as  the  young  pup  will   unquestionably   die  lor 
lack  of  sustenance.     There  is  no  way,  in  my  Judgment,  of  preventing 
the   seals   from   being  totally  exterminated,  »'X«M'[>t  by  etlectually  pro- 
hibiting the  hunting  of  them,  both  in  tht^  ocean  and 
IJcring  8ea  during  their  bre«'ding  s«'ason,    say    from   nrliZV 'm'!?'«s^^^^^^^^^ 
February  until  Octolicr,  on  the  principle  of  the  gam- 
ing laws  on  the  land.     The  last  vessel   I   went  out  in  was  the  Sophie 
Siitlu'tiainl,   during   the  scas(»n  «>f    1891.     I   went  as      ^,   .    ^,  „   ,    , 
sailing  nitaster.     The  vessel   was    warnc<l  out  oi    the 
J'.ering  Sea  by  the  revenue  cutter  Ix'ufili.     She   met  us   near  Akatan 
l.slaml,  eastward  of   llnalaska.    We  then  lelt  the  Hering  Sea  at  one*! 
and  returnc<l  t«>  San  Francisco.     I  have  often  conversed   with   many 
other  persons,  who  like  myself  were  engaged  in  sealing,  and  they  agreed 
with  me  in  the  statements  lu'rein  made  as  to  the  destruction  and  dis- 
appearance of  the  seals  in  the  northern  waters.     My  view  of  the  matter 
c<»uld,  I  have  no  dou!)t,  be  (M)ri'oborated  by  hundreds  of  i>ersons  exi)eri- 
eiiced  in  s<'aling,  jf  they  be  tbiind.     At  this  sea.soii  of  the  year,  Intwever, 
they  are  absent  from  the  <'oast  hunting  and  fishing  on  the  ocean. 

J  AS.   KiKUNAN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  (>th  day  of  Ai)ril,  A.  I).  1802. 

Clement  IIdnnkit. 

Sotnnj  J'lthlic. 


])i'j)osUiun  of  James  Lajlin.  shipphui  (t(/riit,  mid  manaybuj   owner   of 

ttcaliny  vexsela. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

State  or  Califoknia, 

Vitil  and  Co  a  It  f  if  of  Sati   Francisco,  xs: 

-lames  Latlin,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  <50 
years  of  age.     1  have  resided  in  San  Francisco  the  last      ..... 
Ibrty-two  years.     I  am  by  occupation  ■shii)i)iiig  agent      ••'>^p"'>'"'"«'- 
for  the  last  fifteen  yi^ars,  and  fit  out  all  tlie  whaUng  Heet  that  leave 
this  port.     All  tlie  men  go  through  my  office.     Have  fitted  out  forty- 
seven  whalers  this  year  and  have  thre«^   more  in   port  to  be  fitted 
out      I  also  tit  out  seating  schooners — about  twelve  to  fourteen  each 
y..iw.     I   have  also  owned   one  third  interest  as  managing  owner  iu 
two  sealing  vessels.     1  handle  and  pay  off  over  l,(iO(>  seamen  each  year 
in  the  whaling  fleet  ah)ne.     I   also   handle  and  sliii>  a  giear  many  men 
on  the  sealing  vessels.     I  often  couver.se  with  the  masters  of  the  ves- 
sels relative  to  the  fur-seal,  and  thev  tell  me  that  thev 
are  scarcer  each  year,  and  that  it  is  much  harder  to  make 
a  voyage  than  it  used  to  be.     1  have  often   heard  them  say  that  they 
only  get  two  or  three  out  of  a  school,  and  when  they  kill  them,  if  they 
d(t  not  get  them  riglit  away,  th(\vwill  sink  and  are  lost.     F'urther,  that 
they  lo.se  a  good  manv  tliat  thev  kill,  and  that  a  goo<l      ,,.   ,     ^ , .. 

1  •  "Ll  4       1.1         ^  1  ^1  1  i.  W  ILStC  of  lllf. 

many  have  jmps  in   them,  and  that  when   the  boats 

come  aboard  loatled  with  seal  and  they  get  through  the  skinning  of 

them  tliey  would  have  a  big  pile  of  pups  on  deck. 
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From  my  experience  in  dejilinjj:  with  the  people  interested  in  sealing, 

and  from  niv  <'\vn  i)ersonal  observation,  I  know  the 

seals  are  decreasmj;  very  hist  m  lierinjj  hea,  and  it  is 

a  conunon  remark  ainony'  seamen  wiio  ship  on  sealing  vessels  that  they 

do  not  eare  about  going,  for  there  is  nothing  in  it,  and 

sJiu'irj.""'*^*'""* "^  only  those  will  ship  that   are  hard  up  and  can  get 

nothing  else  to  do.     It  is  very  important  that  tiie  seals 

Protection  necos-   be  ]n'oteeted  in   the  waters  of  the  North   PaciJie  and 

'*'*■  Bering  Sea  from  being  kilh'd  by  hunters,  or  they  will 

be  80  near  exterminated  in  a  short  time  that  it  will  pay  no  one  to  hunt 

them. 

Jamks  LaI'LIN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  KJtli  day  of  Ajuil,  A.l>,  18U2. 
[l.  S.J  Clement  IIenwett, 

Notary  rultlic. 
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Experience. 


Deposition  of  Isaac  Liches,  furrier. 

PELAGIC  'sealing   AND   GENERAL   SEAL-SKIN   INDUSTRY. 

State  of  C'alifornia, 

City  and  County  of  iSan  Francisco,  ss: 

Isaac  Liebes,  having  been  duly  sworn,  dejiosesand  says:  I  reside  in 
San  Francisco,  Cal.  1  am,  and  have  been  for  the  last 
twenty-three  years,  by  occupation  a  iur  niyrchant,  dur- 
ing which  time  I  have  handled  more  raw  fur  seal  skins  than  any  other 
individual  in  the  United  States  or  ('annda,  and  more  than  any  firm  or 
corporation  except  the  lessees  of  the  sealeries  of  the  Pribilof  and  Com- 
mander islands.  I  claim  to  be  th(  roughly  actinaintcd  with  all  kinds  ot 
seal  skins,  and  from  all  the  dilierent  h)calities,  and  can  readily  dis- 
tinguish one  from  the  other.  1  am  also  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
mode  of  capturing  the  seals,  both  on  land  and  in  the  water,  and  in 
handling,  packing,  and  shipping  tlie  skins.  .Aly  business  as  a  maini- 
facturer  of  furs  has  also  made  me  equally  familiar  with  the  dn'sscd 
and  dyed  seal  skins.  The  greater  part  ot  the  raw  seal  skins  which 
have  passed  through  my  hands  weie  from  seals  captured  at  sea,  and  it 
is  with  this  feature  of  seal  hunting  that  I  am  more  espeeially  familiar. 
I  speak  from  personal  observation  and  exjierience  in  describing  the 
marine  sealing  tleet,  and  the  business  of  maiine  seal  hunting. 

The  sealing  tieet  is  comprised  almost  exclusively  of  small  schooners, 
carrying  from  tive  to  thirty  men,  some  of  the  crew 
*""*  being  exrlusively  white  nuMi  and  some  of  them  mixed, 
white  men  and  Indians.  They  are  lifted  with  the  nec- 
essary boats,  guns,  spears,  gatts,  water  butts,  and  other  im])lements 
retpiired  for  seal  killing  and  to  enable  the  hunters  to  remain  away  from 
the  vessel  in  their  boats  for  several  consecutive  hours.  The  vessels 
leave  port,  the  most  of  them  going  out  either  from  Vict(U'ia  or  San 
Fraiu'isc**  in  the  early  s])iing,  and  commence  their  sea 
son's  work  olt  Cane  Flatterv  in  April  or  the  Cii 
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of  May.     They  then  follow  the  seals  upon  their  north 
Time   of  euterins   ward  jtassagc  towaitls  IJering  Sea  and  finally,  in  June 
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or  early  in  Jul;    into  those  waters,  killing  every  animal 
possible  as  they  go.     They  formerly  commenced  their  voyages  still 
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furtlier  south  al<»ng  the  California  coiist.  but  as  seals  have  heeonu's 

seareer,  they  <lo  not,  in  the  last  yeai-  or  two,  get  many  r^onth  of  the 

<)reg(Mi  <!oast.    Of  the  <*lass  of  seals  taken   1  ean  say,  from  personal 

observation  on  board  sealing  vessels,  as  well  as  from  knowledge  gained 

in  bnying  and  handling  the  skins  t'rom  seals  killed  in  tin*  Taeitie,  that 

in  the  spring  9")  per  <'ent  of  them  are  ((tws  heavv  wilh 

pup;  4  pel  cent  are  imps  less  than  1  year  old.  born  the  ,,i,j,».  hiuI  males 

]»revi<ms  summer,  and  1  ])er  cent  males,  most  of  the  '"''•"" 

latter  not  exceeding  2  or  .'>  years  old,     Tln^  number  of     wa«U'ofiife. 

seals  actually  secured  tvi  the  number  kille<l  does  not 

exce«'d  about  one  in  four,  or  about  one  is  taken  for  every  three  de- 

stroved,  varying,   of  course,    with    the  skill   and  experience  of   the 

hnuters. 

The  average  market  value  of  seal  skins  taken  in  the  water  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  animals  ])ropeiIy  selected  on  the 
seal  islands,  either  of  Alaska  or  Siberia,  is  alxmt  one-  iK-bKioskinr'"*  "' 
third.  The  former  are  mostly  i)regnant  cows,  th«^  fur 
of  which  is  thin  and  poor,  comiiared  with  the  males,  and  the  skins  are 
riddled  more  or  less  with  bullets  and  biM'kshot,  making  them  practically 
nntit  for  lirst class  garments. 

Of  late  years  most  of  the  catches  of  northwest  skins  are  sold  at  a 
certain  price  per  skin,  without  particular  examination.  The  dealers, 
knowing  the  Iocatit)n  from  which  the  skins  are  obtained,  make  an  av- 
erage iirice,  and  owners  and  hunters  are,  therefore,  less  particular  than 
thev  were  in  former  vcars  as  to  the  class  of  animals 
they  capture.  They  kill  everything  they  see  without  .^indiscriminate kiu- 
regard  to  age  or  sex,  their  only  object  being  to  swell 
the  total  number  of  the  catch  to  the  highest  possible  figure, 

1  have  noticed  in  examining  the  skins  of  the  northwest  or  "  Victoria 
catch  "  during  the  last  two  years  that  they  average 
much  smaller  in  size  than  they  formerly  did. 
large  breeding  cows,  of  which  this  catch  used  to  contain 
a  considerabh'  ])erceutage,  are  now  almost  entirely  absent,  showing 
conclusively  that  the  old  stock  has  been  exterminated,  and  the  supply 
ui)on  which  they  are  now  drawing  is  compiised  of  younger  animals. 

The  practice  of  using  shotguns  charged  with  buckshot  is  working 
havoc  in  the  seal  herd.    The  shots  scatter,  and  many     tt  ,_  ,  . 

,  ,     ,  ,  ii      i     i'..  -J      T       J?      Havoc  with  sliotgun. 

iiiiiinals  are  wounded  and  escape  that  alterwards  die  of 
their  wounds.  This  is  comdusively  proved  by  the  fact  that  many  skins 
known  to  the  trade  as  ''stiidcers"  are  brought  in  and  oflered  for  sale; 
so  called  because  they  have  been  taken  by  passing  vessels  from  seals 
found  dead  on  the  surface  of  tiie  water.  It  is  well  known  that  seals 
which  are  killed  at  sea  and  sink  beyond  the  reach  of  the  hunter's  gatF 
rise  to  the  surface  after  decomposition  sets  in.  Xaturall}',  those  thus 
lacked  up  are  but  a  small  part  of  the  number  that  actually  jierish  in 
the  water,  in  con.senuen(;e  of  their  wounds.     If  all  the     ^      ■    .    <• 

,  ,     ,  '        ,,  1         XI         T     T  •  Superiority  of  spear. 

seals  were  taken  as  they  were  by  the  Indians  in 
former  years,  by  spearing,  their  destruction  would  be  nothing  near  as 
great  as  it  is.  If  the  spear  dart  touches  the  animal  but  lightly  he 
goes  ot^' with  a  slight  wound  and  (piickly  recovers,  while  if  it  fairly  pen- 
etrates his  body  his  (!apture  is  reasonably  certain,  for  the  spear  is 
attached  by  a  line  to  the  canoe,  and  the  seal  can  not  escape.  Unfor- 
tunately, a  great  majority  of  the  seals  are  now  killed  with  guns  instead 
of  spears. 
The  idea  of  c'";)turing  seals  in  the  water,  when  they  are  farther  off 


Thf»        Decreased 
"^    skins. 


liize   of 


:i 


454 


TESTIMONY 


i!  ;■■■'!* 

f 


lU 


K'l 


I'    ', 


^ 


Hhorc  tliiiii  tlio  Tiidiiin  cniiocs  ciui  safely  follow  tliom,  (H-iyiiiated  in  San 

Francisco.     A  sin(>le  scliooiicr  was  tittcd  out  an<i  met 

vfi""  j't"!  »';'w  p.-    ^vitli  success.     Slic  was  al'teiwaid  joined  by  otlieis.and 

iHglr  (*fnliiii{  Hlartc'U.      „        ..      ,  ,,     „       ,  ,11.'  1 

nnall.v  by  a  small  Heet,  iieaily  all  American  vessi'ls, 
I  feel  confident,  that  this  jMitire  sealliuntin},'  business  would  have  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  San  Kran<'iscaus,  and  been  controlh'd  IVom 
this  ])(>rt  iind<>r  the  American  lia^,  had  it  n(»t  been  tor  the  action  of 
our  (ioveiiiment  in  dis<'oura}>iny;  and  Ibrbidding  the  partic'ipation  of 
American  vessels  in  the  takiufj;  of  seals.  When  it  became  known  that 
Jiritish  vessels  then  eii;;aj;ed  in  the  trades  were  recreivinjjf  protection  and 
]>rivile;>('S  denied  to  American  sealers,  steps  wen'  at  once  taken  to 
TiaiiHf.r  (.f  AiiMii  phi*!<3  nuiuy  of  the  American  Heet  under  the  British 
iiiii  v.sm.is  to  the  jju};.  If  tlic  busiucss  had  been  kejjt  in  San  Francisco 
BriiiHi.  riHf.  J  ^1^,  „,j(  believe  it  would  have  rea«;hed  its  juesent 

proportions,  lint  if  it  had  we  should  still  have  the  pleasure  of  deriving 
the  benelit  IVom  it  which  now  j^oesto  the  Canadians. 

I  am  very  well   acijuainted  with  the  class  of  vessels  enpiged  in 
sealiiifj.     The  most  of  them  are  of  less  than  100  tons 
CoHt..favwaKevr«.  i,ui,i,.„,  and   a  fair  estimate  of  their  aveiaue   value 
would  be,  I   shonhl  say,  about  iit^alK)  per  vessel,  tor 
both  the  Anjerican  and  IJri^ish  tle<'t,  and  about  .*<2,00(»  would  cover  the 
averaj^c  cost  of  an  entire  outfit  for  a  season's  w<trk.    The  total  value 
of  the  Canadian  sealing  th  et  is  not,  alter  all.  as  much  as  the  sealers 
would  lead  us  to  sui)pose  from  their  representations. 
The  (piantity  of  northwest  or  "Victoria''  seals  that  were  dressed  and 
dy«'d  in  the  Cnited  States  for  home  consiim]ition,  and 
^  Hon..  , •....sumption   „ever  iraclicd  the  Loiuhm  market,!  estimate  as  fol- 
lows: l.SSt),  (»,0(M);  1S!K>,  4,500;  1801,  2,l))0.     These  es- 
timates ar<'  made  up  from  memoranda  1  have  been  accustomed  to  keep 
from  time  t(»  time  of  tlu^  number  of  skins  otlere<l  tor  sah;,  and  which  did 
not  ji'o  forward  to  Lon(h>ii  as  shown  by  the  trade  sale  catalogues. 
1  liave  known  of  several  expediti(nis  that  have  been  fitted  out  for  the 
i,,.,,  „(•  ,.x  „,,ii    1"H1'^>'**^'  of  following  and  capturing  the  seals  after  they 
tioiis  'to  iMinPmais  Icavc  tlic  Pribilof  Islands  and  are  making  their  south- 
lamu '""''^ '"*"'  "'"  '*    '^^'"  ♦'<^'ii''^<'-     ^^11  these  expeditions  have  proved  utter 
failures,  which  is  accounted  for  by  the  lact  that  the 
fennile  seals  at  that  i)eriod  of  the  year  are  not  heavy  with  young  as 
they  are  in  the  spring,  nor  as  fat  as  at  a  later  period,  and  the  hunters 
can  not  easily  get  within  gunshot  distance  of  them.    They  are  much 
less  likely  to  be  found  asleep  at  this  season,  and  traveling  seals  are 
diflicult  to  shoot  and  still   more  diflicult  to  take  in  before  they  sink. 
The  hunters  have  an  idea  that  the  sleeping  seals  are  buoyed  up  by  au 
inflated  internal  air  bladder.     Whether  this  is  so  or  not  it  is  certain 
that  a  "sleeper"  is  more  likely  to  be  secured  after  it  is  shot  than  a, 
"traveler." 

M.ifs  iiiii  cows  do  '^'''^  '"'^'*^  seals  of  merchantable  size  do  not  intermin- 
not mingle Liiiiids off  glc,  I  bclicvc,  to  any  extent  with  the  cows  caught  oft 
""""*•  the  coast  of  North  America.    They  make  their  north- 

ern passage  se])arate  from  the  otliers,  and  further  oft"  shore.  As  they 
are  more  constantly  on  the  alert  than  the  females,  the  sealers  have  met 
with  little  success  in  hunting  them.  It  is  only  the  cow,  heavy  with 
pup,  which,  in  consecpicnce  of  her  condition,  is  less  active  and  alert, 
that  falls  an  easy  prey  to  the  hunters. 

1  have  never  known  of  any  pup  seals  being  cinight  in  the  water  (except 
those  in  embryo)  that  were  less  than  several  months  old,  nor  are  any 

Kotb  rn '  sucli  cver  offered  to  the  trade,  showing  conclusively  to 

my  mind  that  they  are  not  born  at  sea.    The  Indians 
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frequently  offer  ''Mack  pups"  for  sale,  hut  only   such  as  they  have 
removed  Iroiii  the  womltof  the  niotlu'r  seal.     The  [urcdiii;^  seals,  as  far 
as  I  can  learn  from  extended  iiKjiiiry,  do  not  come  upon  land,  except  at 
their  regular  rookeries,  and  there  are  none  of  those  out- 
side  of  tlu^   P.eriny  Sea   islamic   and    Kohhen   Uank.   .,.!.'•",'..'.'.''  ""'>  "" 


llii'  islaiiilM, 


\  iir  1 1i  «  cs  I     :i  II  (I 
Aliisk;i  Minis  iili  mil  .il 


Young  seals  are  sometimes  driven  for  a  few  hours  liy 

stress  of  weather  into  tim  inlets  about  the  Straits  of  Fuca  and  vicinity, 

The  seals  to  whicli  I  have  thus  far  had  ret»'r<'iice  are 
known   to  myself  a.id   to  the  trade  as  th«^  Nmihwest 

Coast  seals,  sometimes  also  called  "Victorias."     This  amiiiiiiir  in. ihi- 

herd   belongs   solely   to   the    Tribilof  Islands,  and  is    """• 
easily  distinguishable  hy  the  fur  from  the  fur  seals  of  the  other  iiortli- 
erii  rookeries,  and  still  easier  from  those  of  the  south.     All  expert  seal- 
skin assorters  are  able  to  tell  one  from  the  <»tli«'r  of  eitlu-r  of  these  dif- 
ferent liei'ds.     Kach  has  its  own  characteristics  and  values. 

Owing  to  the  dt'crease  of  fur  seals  on  our  own  coast  marine  hunters 
have,  during  the  last  few  years,  turned  their  attention  ii„„|j,|,.  i, ,.  j  „  „ 
to  the  Asiatic  waters,  and  are  now  hunting  them  ininsi.imi  m  Asiatic 
there.  These  Asiatic  seals  have  their  breeding  grounds  ""'"'* 
on  the  Commander  Islands  and  Uobbeii  Banks.  Last  year  several  ad- 
ditions were  made  to  the  Asiatic  tieet  and  large  catches  were  senired 
in  those  waters,  including  the  litting  out  of  still  further  exp«'(litions  this 
season  for  the  same  business.  The  distance  is  so  great  from  this  (-oast, 
and  typhoons  are  so  liable  to  be  enconiitered,  that  much  larger  vessels 
are  litted  out  and  e(|nii>pcd  with  more  Ixiats  to  each  vessel  than  on  the 
American  side  of  the  I'acilie.  Cnless  restricted,  they  will  in  a  very 
tew  years,  by  the  destru(,'tion  of  the  breeding  seals,  deplete  these  rook- 
eries, as  they  have  those  of  Alaska.  In  fact,  two  years  ago  last  year 
this  depletion  had  already  become  apparent,  and 
last  year  the  Hussiau  otiiccr  in  charge  ordered  the 
catch  to  be  rcdueed.  1  feel  convinced,  and  it  is  the 
o|>inion  of  others  familiar  with  the  business,  that  it  will  be  imjiossilile 
for  the  comiiany  having  the  privilege  of  sealing  there  to  tak«!  tliis  year 
even  the  3(),(M)(>  to  whieli  the  (piota  is  now  reduced. 

1  tind  in  handling  the  skins  taken  in   Hering  Sea  that  the  teats  of 
those  from  the  cow  seals  are  much  larger  and  more      ,..„  ,. 

xi  XT       i.1  Dillininic  III  loiiili- 

(leveloped  than    trom    the  ones  taken   in  the   JSorth    tii.n   oi    NcniiiwiMt 
Pacific  before  they  have  given   birth  to  tiicir  young;   "'"i  •^'"^'^ '  ^^ms. 
and  the  fur  on  the  belly  of  the  former  is  thinner  and  i»oorer  than  on  the 
latter,  as  the  result,  I  suppose,  of  the  heat  and  distension  of  the  udder 
coiise(jnent  upon  giving  milk. 

There  can  be  no  ([uestion,  in  my  opinion,  about  tlui  ultimate  result  to 
the  rookeries  of  marine  sealing.  If  it  is  continued  as 
it  has  been  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  tlui  seals  ,„';;""'*'""  "''"""• 
will  be  so  nearly  wiped  out  of  existence  in  a  short  time 
as  to  leave  nothing  to  (piarrel  about;  and  an  article  of  commerce  that 
has  afforded  a  vast  amount  of  comfort  and  satisfaction  to  a  large  class 
of  wearers  and  a  large  income  to  both  American  and  Uritish  merchants 
will  be  a  thing  of  the  past. 

Isaac  Lii;ni:s. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  KUh  day  of  May.  A.  I).  ISDJ. 
[SEALij  Clemem'  JlDNNirrr, 

Hotarii  L'ublk, 
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l}cponUlon  of  I'alth  l.indolil,  sealt-r  (mfrntcr). 
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1  !  1 


cows. 


Hcriiij;  Sen.  tliiii'  cil 
ciitfi'iiig. 


All*  TI(!   AND   AMAUCTIC   SKAMNO. 

Statk  of  Cat-ikouma, 

Citjf  inul  iUniuhf  of  Sun  FrioiriMcn,  ss: 

Cuh'b  liiiidiilil,  li;iviii<;  Im'cii  duly  sworn,  drprtsos  niul  snys:  T  am  40 

years  of  n<r{\     I  rosidc  in  San  I'-ianrisco,     My  orciipa- 

Maitu  T.  i>yer.        fi(»ii   is  tliat  of  a  scah'i'.     I   liist  wt-nt  sealing;  in  tin* 

IJcriii};- Sea   in  IS'.K)  on  lli«'  Miittir  T.  I>yn\     I  was  «'in 

])loy('«l  as  a  luinter.     Oni  intention  was  to  eat«'li  seals  Itefon"  we  enter*  d 

the  IJerinji  Sea.     \V<!  left  San  I-'raneiseo  in  the  latter  paJt  of  April,  but 

eanyht  no  seals  helweeii  here  and  Sanak.     \V«' sealed  I'roni  there  to  the 

Akatan  Pass  and  eanj-ht  75  seals,  mostly  females  with 

])ni>.     Some  of  the  youiifj  they  had  inside  were  quite 

f;r(>wn.  hut  of  course  you  eouhl  not  tell  when  you  shot  :t 

seal  lyiii};' asleep  whether  it  was  a  male  or  fennile.     W»; 

entered  the  Iierinj;  Sea  in  the  latter  part  of  .May.     We 

eau^'ht  no  seals  in  the  ISerin;;  Sea.     Had  no  boats  out. 

The  Mtittif  T.  I>ji(r  was  seized  .soon  alter  she  entered 

the   Ueiiii^"  Sea.     We  shoot   at  all  the  seals  we  get  :i 

cliauce,  but  it  is  only  tln^  ones  that  w»'  tind  asleep  that  we  eateh.     On 

an  aveiajic  a  hunter  fi'ets  oiu'  seal  out  of  four.     Some 

hunters  do  not  j^et.  that  many.  b«'eause  the  seals  sink 

out  of  sight  after  they  are  killed   before  we  eau  get  them.     I  have 

known  of  poor  hnnters  losing  nine  out  of  ten.     We  hift 

on  the  llaticock  in  Oetobei-.  l.S!H,  to  go  on  a  sealing 

e\p<'di(ion  in  the  south  seas.     We  started  in  sealing 

oil'  the  coast  of  Patagonia   and  sealed  iir  those  seas 

until  March.     The  seals  are  n<'arly  all  killed  ol!"  down 

there,  so  that  we  got  only  about  L'O  skins.     It  is  no  use  for  vessels  to  go 

there  sealing  any  uu>re.     1  was  there  twelve  years  ago  on  a  sealing 

e\pediti(Ui  and  the  rookeries  \vere  full  of  seals.     Now 

they  have  most  all  gone.     They  never  gave  the  seals  a 

chaui'e  to  breed  there.     They  shot  them  as  soon  as 

they  <'ame  up  on  the  rocks. 

If  tlu'y  keejKm  Ininting  them  in  the  I'cring  Sea  and  the  North  Pa- 
cific in  the  same  way  they  liave  done  in  the  last  few 
safy"^^'""    ""'*    yoars,  they  will  exterminate  them  in  the  sameway,  be- 
eausemost  all  the  seals  killed  are  femah'S.     The  young 
ones  will  all  die,  and  every  female  seal  you  shoot  makes  the  killing  of 
two,  because  alter  the  seal  has  given  birth  to  hei'  young  tlu'  pup  will 
starve  to  death  on  the  laud,  <«•  when  you  shoot  them  in  the  water  they 
may  have  a  i)ui)  inside.    If  the  seals  on  tire  South 
lamu*''  ''""''^""''  ^'    Shetland  Islands  had  been   protected,  I  think  they 
would  hav<'  been  there  by  the  milli(>n,  because  in  oiu' 
year  they  took  .'J(>0,()()()  seals  from  the  Shetlaiul  Islands,     I  have  very 
often  '  ut  a  seal  opeu  and  found  a  live  young  oiu^  inside.     I  was  codtish- 
ing  in  the  Uering  Sea  in  the  schooner  JIancock  in  l.SOl. 
Where  1  iished  there  were  no  seals  that  came  ar<iund 
that  part  of  the  sea.     Fnun  what  I  learned  when  tish- 
ing  in  the  l>ering  Sea  there  are  not  ueaily  as  many 
seals  there  as  there  were  teu  years  ago. 

Caleb  Lindahl. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nte  this  0th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1891*. 
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Ab'i 


Ih-poHitiuu  of  /v.   \y,  l.iUhjnIni,  snihr  [inan(tr). 


VDI.VMIC  SI.AI.INC 


K.  W.  TilTTT.K.ioiTN,  iM'iiiy:  (Inly  swoiii.  dciioscs  aiul  siiifli:  I  n-sldo 
at  Sail  l-'raiicisro.  ( 'al.  I  am  a  sru  ottci' aiitl  seal  liiiiiti-r  li.v  oci  ii|iatioii, 
anil  am  now  mastrr  of  <li*'  scliuoiicr  I'mrl,  wliirli  is  i'ii,i;a;;f(l  in  sea- 
(•ttcr  liimtiiiy,  1  liavc  lia*l  oiylit  (H)  years  cxpcrit'iic*'  in  this  imrsuit 
in  the  waters  aloii^  tlie  Alaskan  coast,  iiitlieyear 
]SS."».  six  liiiiidred  (tiOO)  fur  seals  werecaii;;lit<iiii'in;;  tiie 
month  of  March  olV  tiM'  Farali<»M  Islamls  (("aliloinia).      •'•'[^'.'"•ii  K'T""""* 


Kxjicrlciiro. 


Ill  snhsei|neiit  years  we  liave  had  to  ^o  lartlier  north 
each  year  in  oiih'r  to  secnn'  a  ;;oo(l  spiiii;;  catch.     .My  eNperieiice  lias 
been  tiiat  fully  !»0  per  cent  of  all  seal>.t.ikeii  were  fe-      „„  .  ,  , 

males,  and  oi  tliese  two  thirds  ()|  I  were  inotiiers  III  milk.   t'<iM:iic-<    oi   wiiiiii 
It  is  impossilile  to  dislinjjuish 'the  sex  of  fur-seals  at   '«"«iMni.  >.u>Kn,u. 
sea  (except inj;' lai«i('  ImlU;,  and  no  elVort  is  made  to  do  so.  the  ohject 
heiii"  to  secure  all  the  skins  iiossihie;  hence  the  kill-      ,    ,, 

r      .....         ^  111  1  i  Inillsn  iiniiKilr  kill- 

inji  IS  indiscriminate,     i   have  observed  a  very  ^^reat    in-. 
decn'ase  in  fur-seal  life  since   issr»,  and  believe  it  is      ,, 

•      1        1  1  ■  »  iM'rrciiso. 

almost  entin'Iy  due  to  tlie  laryc  number  ol  vessels  en 

j>afi'ed  in  pelagic  ]inntiii;>'.     I   never  saw  jnips  born  in      Nut  iK.in  in  wMi.r. 

the  water,  nor  <lo  I   know  of  any  fur  seals  haiiliny  up      ,,    ,         ,       . 

il  1  1  1  xl  1  •  .1  .  '  llillll    111!  (ltll\    llll     IH' 

on  the  land  anywhere!  save  tlie  rookeries  on  tlu'  varions   IiuhIs. 

seal  islands  in  Ueriiif;  Sea.     I  believe  that  in  (trder  to 

preserve  fur  seal  life  it  is  necessary  to  absolut<>ly  stop      i'n>tirti..ii  mo.  cm 

pelafi'ic  huntin^i'  and  maintain  a  close  season  a<iainst  '''"^•^' 

killing'  for  skins  on  the  I'ribilof  Islamls. 

E.  \V.  Iiii"i'rj:.r(ii[\. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  tt»  belbre  me  this  l.'.tli  day  of  April,  l.S!t2. 

.IdSKiMi  .M^Kl^\^. 
t'liHiil  tStufis  Tivasury  .\tjin*. 


J)fposition  of  William   11.  Long,  srahr  {tiiate  and  master). 


I'ELAOIC   SAELING. 
STAIK   of  CAUrOlfXTA, 

City  and  Coinitif  of  San  Franeixco,  .vj?; 

William  II.  Lonj^-,  bein;>;  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am  by 
occupation  a  seaman,  and  havci  follewed  the  sea  for  the 
last  fifty  years.     1  have  been  mati^  and  master  of  ves- 
sels.    For  the  last  four  years  I  have  not  been  to  sea. 
In  18S5  I  was  hunter  on  board  the  schooner   Loohmt; 
in  1886  I  was  mate  of  her;  in  1887  1  was  master  of  her, 
I  was  engaged   during  these  years  in  seal  and  otter 
hunting  in  the  Bering  Sea.    The  seals  appear  oil  the 
coast  outside  of  the  heads  in  the  early  jiart  of  -lannary. 
eling  all  the  time  north,  and  from  that  tinn^  on  to  June  tliey  are  '  ;> 
eliiig  towards  the  Bering  Sea.    I  used  both  shotguns  ami   ritlesL,.     I 
know  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  seals  taken  were 
mothers  in  pup,  ov  mothers  giving  milk,  !)ut  I  paid  no  tiiUcn  priKmiut  or 
particular  attention  to  the  percentage.   In  killing  seals  """ 


Kxperieiico. 


Lookout.  1885-1887. 


Appoariiure  nf  Heals 

Oll'coilHt. 

They  are  trav- 


riiiiii;  cuwa. 
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in  tlir  Morin;;  S«>ii,  tliirin;;'  tlic  iiDintlis  mI'  .litii<>,  •Inly.  .\ii<;iiMf.  niid  Si'|i. 

NlirHliiK...w»Kil|..l     t«'l"'»'l".    I      IIO(ir«'(l     tlllll    il    lil'','<'     IIMIIiIh'I'    ultlirlll    VVHi 

III  itaiiiitf  S.II  la  jiK)   I'ciiiiiN-saiMl  iiikIIicis  ;;i\  inj;  milk.    I  liuvr  killftl  iiiittlit'i-.s 

luiUm  In....  1.U...U.         ^^^  ^^^.^^  j^„  ,,^^.  ^^^^^,  ^..^^j^^   ,,,  ^^^  ^,,,„  j^^.,^.^  oil  slion'.     Tlu' 

uvcniK'e  liiiiiln-  will  liir  ten  tiiiirs  to  m'\  one  seal.     I  tliiiiU  on  iiti  aver- 

,,,    .    ..,,,.  Jiuc  lie  ji-cts  iilioiit  one  s«'al  out   of  ov«'iv  flir»'«' killf«l. 

Motiicr  seals  li(>a\y  witli  yoiiii;;  ari>  iiinrii  «'aHi«>r  tak«-ii, 

lortlicy  are  iisiiallv  aslrcp  on  tlii>  water.  When  a  seal  is  shot  <lca<l  it 
almost  instantly  sinks,  anil  it  is  only  scciiiimI  liy  stiin- 
nin;i'  it.  It  is  impossihic  to  tell  the  sex  of  a  seal  in  tlu^ 
water.  Tlie  seals  were  mn<-li  less  ph-ntilul  the  last  year 
I  sealetl  than  the  tirst.     I  atlriiuite  thisdeerease  to  the 

hunting;  of  them  in  the  water,  and  the  increased  nnnd>er  of  lieiits  and 
men  enpij{ed  in  the  luisiness  in  the  last   few  vears.     I 

^  ivoi.Tiioi.  I.e.  LH.  think  if  somelhin;i  is  not  dune  to  protect  seals  in  the 
N(»rth  Paeilie  anil  IJering  Sea  tliey  will  beeonn' e.\t«'l'- 

nunated  in  a  very  few  years. 

William  II.  liCtNU, 

Suhseiilu'd  and  sworn  to  iicfore  mu'  tliis  1st  day  of  .Vpril,  A.  I>.  1.SU2. 

[SEAL.J  CLKMK.NT    r.KNNKTT, 

Sotiiry  Vublic. 


liiill.Hiriiiiiiiutu, 


! 


DepoHltlon  of  Chiirles  Ijiitjois,  Kralcr. 
*  i'i:i.A(ji(!  si;alin(}. 

Re  it  remembered  that  on  tln^  UOthdayof  I'Vljrnnry,  1  J,  at  my 
olliee,  134  California  street,  in  the  city  and  county  of  San  I'lanciseo, 
State  of  ('aliforida,  l>efor(>  me.  (Menu'iit  llennett.  a  notary  pnldie  in  ami 
for  said  city  and  county  (»f  San  I'lancisco.  .State  of  < 'alifornia,  <luly 
appoiided  and  commissioned  to  administer  oaths,  etc.,  personally  ap- 
peared Clnu'les  liUtjens.  who,  beinj;'  first  duly  sworn,  testilied  as  follows: 

CiiAULKS  LUT.IKNS,  luiviny  been  duly  sworn,  testi|ie«l  as  follows: 

The  Notary: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occnpalioii  ? — A.  My  name 
is  Charles  Lutjens;  1  am  o(>  years  (»f  aju'c;  I    resi<le  in 
Ei'i«m!mo. '"''"*'     ^his  city,  and  am  by  occupation  a  seal  liunf«'r. 

Q.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  United  States? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 
Q.  What  State  are  y(m  a  resident  of? — A.  The  State  of  California. 
Q.  Do  y(m  kno  '  of  what  sex  the  .seals  were  that  you  have  taken  in 
the  Pacitic  and  B  rinf»- Sea  ? — A.  I'rincipally  females. 
Q.  Whatpercc   'aj;e  of  the  skins  you  have   taken  were  cows? — A. 
K)ut  !K)  per  cent. 

IJ.  What  ])ercentaj;e  of   the  cows  yon  have  taken 

A    re  with  i)up? — A.  About  70  percent,  I  should  say. 

.J.  When  does  sealin},M'omnience  in  the  I'acilicand 

>  'len  does  it  endf— A.  It  commences  about  the  1st  of 

enaoVstiaiincsiiisou.   ,<anuary  and  ends  about  the  last  of  .lune. 

Q.  When  do(;s  sealing'  commence  in  the  IJerinj;'  Sea  and  when  does 
it  end? — A.  Sealinjj  conunences  in  the  liering  Sea  about  the  ."th  of 
July  and  ends  about  the  mid<lle  of  Septend)er. 

Q.  What  pen-entage  of  seals  are  taken  compared  to 
those  you  destroy  in  doing  so;  in  other  words,  how 


90  per  cent  id'  sciilH 
taken  iui>  IVmalcs,  70 
per  cent  ol'  which 
pregnant. 


Conimenccnipnt  and 


Waste  of  life. 
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many  do  yon  actually  yet  out  of  those  you  sh«M>tf — .V.  I  tihoiild  say  wo 
;,'et  ahout  HO  \w\-  cnit  of  those  we  shoot. 

i).   Is  it  not  a  faet,  that  when  you  tiist  starteil   in  the  liiisiness,  >mhI 
was  iiieK|ierieneed  ill  hulltill<,^  that  you,  like  all  other  l)i>;;iiinei'H,  de 
stroved  a  much  larger  pro|iortioti  than  yon  iiowdof — \.  There  is  no 
doiiht  about  that. 

i).  Are  the  seals  you  shottt  at  mostly  asleep  on  the '.  aterorawake? — 

A.   .Asleep. 

il.  Do  you  shoot  at  them  while  lireeehin;: .' — A.  NVe  shoot  at  them 
anyway  we  tind  them. 

i).  Have  you  ever  seen  any  seals  horn  in  the  v.ater, 
and  is  it  your  opiiiion  that  it  is  iniptssihle  for  tiii'Mi  to      i>,.|,.'ir   iiirtii    im 
he  horn  ill  the  waerf — .\.  Seals  eaii  not  he  horn  in  the  i"'"iiii.'. 
water. 

().   Do  yon  know  of  any  place  where  seals  laud  out- 
outside  of  the  seal  islands? — \.  No,  sir;  I  know  of  no     ,"■";'   "f  ""'>  <•» 
l>laee, 

Q.  Has  there  be«'n  any  decrease  in  the  ipiiuitity  of  seals  as  eoiii- 
pared   to  pn'viims   years? — A.' There  has  been  a  de- 

'  •  '  Dt'irniNiv 

t'rease. 

ii.  T«>  what  do  yon  attribute  the  deerease? — A.  To  the  hunting' »>f 
tlu'  seals  in  the  B«;riii{i'  Sea. 

Q.   Do  the  pups  ])erisli  with   the  eows  that  you  kill? — A.  (>«'rtaiiily. 
Not  alone  that,  but  they  generally  leave,  while  they  f,^o 
into  the  Bering  S^a,  a  puji  on  shore,  which  also  di«'s,     '^"''"  '"''"'• 
from  not  beiny  able  to  yet  any  sustenance.     The  .seal  which  is  killed  in 
the  Beriiiy  Sea  may  be  with  pup,  and  also  has  a  pup  on  shore,  which 
make  the  killiny  of  three  st'als  to  (Uie. 

Q.   Is  it  your  opinion,  if  sealiny  eoiitiiiiies  unrestricted,  that  tlu-y 
will  soon  be  exterminated? — A.   Yes,  sir;  they  will  y«'t 
less  and  less,  and  will  soon  be  exterminated  if  all  seal-      i'r.)t.-.tii.u  u«(-.i»- 
iny  is  not  stopped    in    the    i>eriny  Sea  and   on   the  ''•"'•^• 
islands. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  is  it  absolutely  ne<'essary  to  i)rot«;('t  the  eows  in 
the  Heriny  Sea,  to  prevent  the  herd  from  beiny  exterminate<H — A.  It 
is  ab.solutely  necessary. 

(^,.  What  months  in  the  year  do  you  think   they  should  be  pro- 
tectedif — A.  The  months  when  they  are  in  the  lieriny 
Sea,  from  July  oth  to  November  1st.  ^"'"'"' """""" 

Q.  Do  y',a  yenerally  shoot  seals  with  a  ritle  or  ii  .shotgun? — A.  A 
shotgun  principally.  ^^^^ 

il.  What  kind  of  shot  do  you  use,  buckshot  or  flue 
shot? — A.  Buckshot. 

(^.  Judying  by  the  directi(Ui  that  seals  wer«^  trav«'liiiy  in  the  spring 
of  the  year,  <iuring  your    experience,  where  do   you      x,-,..  ,„ 
siijipose  was  their  destination? — A.  The  Bering  S(mi.         '  '*'''' '"" 

(Jhaules  Lutjens. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 

I,  Clement  Bennett,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  city  and  county 
of  San  Francisco,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  witness  in  tlie  foregoing 
deposition  named,  was  by  me  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the 
wlnde  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth;  and  that  said  deposition  was 
reduced  to  writing,  and  when  completed  was  carefully  read  over  to  said 
witness,  and  by  liim  subscribed  in  my  presence. 


4G0 


TESTIMONY 


W:  ■ 


III  witiu'ss  wluMcof  I  li;ivi>  lu'n'Uiil(t  siilnscrilicd  my  iisinu'.  iiml  iillixi'il 
iiiy  s«>al  ol'ollW'o,  this  LNItli  day  of  Kclniiiiry,  ISt»L'. 

[SEAL.J  (JMliMKNT    HKNNKTT, 


Kxpciii'iiri" 


inu\i\\'h,  1SS7. 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Ijj/ons,  stalrr  [hoot  puller), 
v\.\..\u\i'  si:,\i,iN(i. 

STATF,   cI'   rAI.II'OIfMA. 

('ill/  and  ('ouiili/  oj'  San  /'Vr(»c/\c(),  s,h  : 

'riioiiiiis  liyoiis,  liiiviii;^  Immmi  duly  sworn,  deposes  :iiid  says:  I  n'side 
in  San  h'Taiicisco.  My  ocriipatioii  is  thai  of  a  seaman. 
On  t lie  L' 1th  of  l'\'luiiiiry,  ISS7,  I  left  the  |M»it  of  Vic- 
toria, Hritisli  Colninltia,  on  a  sealinji' voyaj.',e  to  tlie  Norlli  Tacitie  and 
lU'iiiifi' Sea.  I  went  on  the  schooner  7V/Hm/>/f,  of  w  hicli 
(.lapt.  ('ox  was  inasier.  I  was  eii;;a;;iMl  as  a  boat  jmlhT, 
Wo  went  first  south  as  far  as  Cape  IJlaneo,  sealiiif;'  aioniid  there  for 
about  two  month,  when  we  started  noitli  to  (lie  llerin^i' Sea.  W<' wer<' 
sealiiij;'  all  the  way  up  and  siicc«'ediii,n  in  capturinj:  1;>S  seals  before 
..  ,    .  ,       enteiinn' (ht>   r.crini;'  Sea.     The  niaioi it v  of  those  were 

.•..««:  in.wiiy    i>i.-    COWS,  the  larjicst   portion  of  which  had  pups  in  tla'in. 
"""'  1  know  that  tVitm  tin-  fact  of  seein;^  Ihein  taken  out  and 

iwin- s.ii,  tinio  of  tlu'owii  oveiboaid.     NN  ('  went  into  tlu'  Uerinj;' S«'a  about. 
''"''■'"'*-'  the  LMith  or  l2Sih  of  June,  and  while  in  tli(;re  we  caufiht, 

N.iiriy  all  liiK.i.  ."iSK  scals,  iieail V  all  of  wliicli  w crc  mother  l»eals  in  milk, 
winch  tact  I  know  Irom  sceiiij;-  IIm'  milk  How  on  the 
deck  while  we  were  skinninji  them.  We  look  them  a  jiood  ways  from 
th«>  islands,  but  do  not  know  lutw  many  miles.  NVe  had  six  boats,  and 
a  hunter,  boat  puller,  and  steerer  for  each  bctat,  and  used  sliot}>iiiis. 
The  hunti'is  would  {id  on  an  avt'iafic  two  out  of  every 
six  that  he  woiiiide<l  or  killed.  Seals  were  (piite  jdeufci- 
fiil  at  that  tiiin',  and  there  were  lots  of  them  destroyed  that  we  did  not 
5Avt. 

Tiio:\iAS  Lyons. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.">th  (hiy  of  April,  A.  I). 
1S!L'. 

[L.   S.]  CyJ.lOMENT    liKNNK/rT, 

Notartf  I'lihllc. 


W"iin(i>  ivl'  lil'i". 


Ih'po.silioii  of  \Villi(()n   Mclsaar.  sealer  {boatsteercr  and  puller). 


VKLMiW   SEALING. 


State  oe  Cai.ifokma, 

(^Hjl  and  Coil  at  11  oJ'  Sm^  rraneiseo,  ss  : 

William  .Melsaac,  havinji"  been  duly  swcun,  <h'i)oses  ami  says:  1  am 

a  sailor,  and  reside  at  San  l"'rancisco.     I  went   to  tiie 

Kxixrienoc.  lU'iiiiji'  Sea  ill  the  American  schooueis  Alexander  and 

.ij.'i-aii(j«r,  iiv>!>.        Oder   ill  the  years  IScS!)  and  1<S!K).     We  eomnuMiced 

huntinji   of1"  the  coast   here  and   tblloAveil   the  seals 

toward  the  Bering-  Se;i.    1  was  enn)h)yed  as  boat  steerer  aud  puller.    The 
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my  naiiH'  uikI  iiflixcd 


WiiHi.Mir  iir... 


sclioovM'  liiid  four  liiiiitiiij^  boiits,  iiiid  <>iirli  hoiit.  Iiixl  ti  hoiif  sl<'(M'(>r,  a 

piilirr,  iiiitl  ii  limih^r.     VVc,  Idl  1h'Ii>.  in  tln^  Alr.niiithr  in  Mm^  laltrr  vauI 

(»r  April,  iind    iinivcil   in   Mm^    Hciin;;:  Scii  iihont  (lie 

ni(»ntli  of  .Inly.     \\v  <'iin;ilit  iihonl   100  or  .■')00  scjils  Ix-     ,,,',h;'i;'V.,,';,1i..„''"''"" 

lore  \\i'  {^o.  (i)  Mn>  ilninf^  Sea.      I  don't  Unow  the  \tn; 

(■is<>  nnnilxT.     Tlicy  wnc  hidls  and  Icinali-s  unxcd  in,  bii(   IIk^  ^'iicriil 

run  oC  Minn  were  Icnialcs.     Tiu',  linntiM's  shot  with  ritlcs  and  used  car- 

lrid;i«'s  and   shot,  at  all  kinds  tlnw  «iiw.     They  iilso 

liad  donhic  l>arr<'l  sliot.^nns  and  made  ihcir  own  <^m' 

trid^«'s.     'riic.  hnnlcrs  lost,  a  ^-ood  many  of  tin',  si^als  that  thoy  shot,  hc- 

raiis(^  tln'v  ('(»nld   not    <X{'l  \\\t  (|ni('k  (mon;;li  to  >^v.i   thorn  hclori'  llM'y 

w(»nld  sink.     Wr  wonid  ns(>  a  hook   to  spca:'  them,  Init   sonu'limcH  we 

rould  not ot'trn  ;^'i>t  hold  of  tiii'ni  (>a'(Mi  with  that.     The  luiils  generally 

Hunk  quicker  than   female  seals. 

When  we  skinned  tin'  fenntles  that  we  killed  in  IWm'- 
inj;  Sea  we  would  tlnd  they  were  motheis  in  ndlk,  as 
tlH>  milk  was  running'  out  of  their  teats.  Several  of 
the  females  that  we  ean^lil  in  t  he  o(;ean  were  in  pup,  hut  the  pup  taken 
out  of  the  belly  was  of  no  use  for  anything',  and  we  would  throw  it  over- 
board. Takin;;'  the  ;;eneral  averajiic,  we  would  not  ^(^t  ^^, ^  i,,ir(,. 
more  than  2  seal  out  of  every  10  that  the,  hunters  sliot 
at.  Out  of  ev«'ry  (m  s<'al  that  was  bron^dd,  aboard  thei  schooner  1  ^ot 
l,soI  tried  to  spear  as  many  as  I  could  alter  they  were  shot.  We 
caufihl  nioie  seals  in  the  ricrinj;  Sea.  than  w«!  did  ti'oinf^  alon;;  the  <oast, 
as  we  found  nnnc  of  tln'ni.  We  did  not  conu',  across  any  revenue  cut- 
ters.    W«^  saw  wilii  the  aid  <d'a  ylass  a  iev<'nu<^  cutler 


NcilMiiii;     (r  III  a  I  I'K 
takrii  ill  I'.riilin  Sni, 


Kill 


lllll 


a  lonjx distance  olV.     W«^  would  catch  them  ail  the  way   ,,ail.;,'irmi,ri'i'.  iHiiimiH 

fr(»m  100  to  .'<00  mil'.'t  oil'  llu',  seal  islands.     When  we. 

Iia<l  tine  weather  we  were  oid.  in  the.  Itoats  kiilin;;'  all  tln^  seals  we  could 

fict.     We  (Mudd  not  hunt  in  rouf;h  wealluM'.     All  the  seals  that  we  shot 

at  in  rou^li  weather  w<M'e  lost.     In  line  weather  they  slc(^j>  on   top  of 

the  water  and   w<mIo  not  lose  so  manv  of  them.     VV<', 

made  the  sanu'  sort  of  voya^ii   in   the,  (NIrr  in   ISOO.      w..'.ihw. 

Tlicre  were  not  as  many  seals  in   l.SOO  as  tlu're  were  in 

iss't.     I  tiiink   (lure  are  so  many  boats  and  hunters       '""•"*■ 

out  alter  them   that  they  are  bein;^  killed  oH'.     They  are  hunted  too 

nnich. 

Wn-r,iAM  MclsAAc. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  SIh  day  of  April,  A.  I).  ISOii. 

[SKAL.|  CLKMKNT    ISK.N.NKTI', 

Notary  I'ubllc. 
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Deposition  of   V'iUi((in  Mcl/((i((ililiii,  sealrr  {boat-jniUcr), 
rKLAGIC)  SCALING. 

State  of  Califoknia, 

(My  and  (Jnunty  of  San  Francineo,  as : 

William  iMcLauji'lilin,  liavin}>'  l)een  duly  sworn,  deposes  and   says;  I 
reside  in  San    l"'ranc,isco;  my  oc<rupation  is  that  of  a 
seaman.     I   shijiped   as  a  boat  i)uller  in   IS.Sti,  on  the      i^xiMriciKU!. 
seho(uier   7V//f /»/>/(.      We  had  six  or  seven   boats  on       ,.        ,  .^,, 
board,  three  mcu  to  a  bout,  and  we  used  shoti^uns  and 
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rifles.  We  left  Victoiia  about  the  hitter  part  of  February,  and  sailed 
around  (^ape  Flattery,  sealing,'  there  for  awhile.  Theu  we  sailed  north 
cit.h  in  raciiic  **'  *''^  Herinjn'  Sea,  sealin}>;  all  the  way  along'  the  coast. 
mostly' i.njiuunt'fo  We  had  3(U)  or  400  seals  altogether  before  entering 
"'"^''''  the  Bering  Hea;  ti»ey  were  most  all  females,  which  ha<l 

young  imps  in  them. 

We  entered  the  sea  about  the  middle  of  June  aiul  sealed  around  the 

n.iitius<a  Umeof  l*i'i'>il<>f  Islands,  sealing  from  5  to  10  miles  and  some- 

(■nt.ring. '    '  times  40  miles  oil  the  islands.    I  do  not  remember  the 

Mdsiiv   nursiiiK  nuudjer  of  seals  that  wc  got  in  the  IJering  Sea,  but 

iviniii.»'  t  iikon    in  they  wcrc  mostly  mother  s<'als  with  their  breasts  full 

is. :i  11- Nil.  of  milk.     We  got  about  one  out  of  every  five  that  we 

Wusic,  ciiiiv.  killed  or  wounded.    There  was  any  amount  of  them 

that  we  shot  and  did  not  get  at  all.     It  seemed  as  if  a 

good  many  got  away. 

In  1.SS7  I  went  codfishing  in  the  barkentine  Premium  to  the  IJering 
and  Okhotsk  seas.  We  left  San  Francisco  in  April.  VV<!  saw  seals 
that  year,  but  the  captaiu  di<l  not  bother  with  them. 
I  went  to  the  Bering  Sea  <m  the  Mmfijle  Ross  from  Vi<!- 
toria,  of  which  Cajitain  Olsen  was  master.  I  shipped  as  a  boat-puller. 
She  had  six  boats,  three  men  to  a  boat,  and  we  used  Si)encer  rifles.  We 
sailed  from  Victoria  in  .hiue  and  went  due  ncutii,  and  commenced  seal- 
ing in  the  Bering  Sea,  catching  about  40(>  seals.  We  hunted  around 
the  islands  tlieie,  irom  oO  to  60  miles  oflshore.  Most 
nuriinicows'""""^  of  tliosc  wcrc  feuiales  that  had  given  birth  to  their 
young  and  were  with  milk.  We  had  some  white  hunt- 
ers and  Indian  hunters.  I  d(»  not  think  that  we  lost  as  many  that  year 
in  proimrtion  to  those  that  we  killed  asVve  did  in  the 


Hagijie  linim. 


Waste  ol'  life. 

and  wounded 


Docronse. 


Triumph.  W«'  got  about  one  out  of  every  three  killed 
They  were  better  hunters.  I  was  also  codttshing  in 
1884.  There  were  a  great  many  more  seals  in  the  water 
then  than  there  was  in  1880.  In  1881,  when  we  were 
cod-flshing,  wemetthe  steam  wlialcr  Thrasher,  and  1  heard  the  captain 
remark  that  it  was  a  damned  shame  the  way  they  were  killing  the 
female  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

Wm.  McLaughlin. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  loth  day  of  April,  A.  I>.  1891'. 

[SEAL.j  CLKMKNT   BHNNETT, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Madden,  sealer  (hoat-imUer). 

pelagic  sealii  g. 

State  of  Califokmiia, 

Citji  and  Counti/  of  'S"^"*  Franeiseo,  ss: 

ThimiasMaddeii,  haviiigbeen duly  sworn, (h'poses and  says:   Tresidein 

Victoria,  Biitisli  Columbia.     My  occui>aiioii  is  that  of 

ExpKrieucc.  jj  seaman.     I  have  been  going  to  the  Bering  Sea  over 

twelve  years  on  whalers  and  sealers.     I  went  sealing  in 

niack    i)inuu,i,<i.   1888,  1880.  1800,  ami  18iM  on  the  Jilaek  JUamond.    We 

i8««  iMui.  j^,|.^  Nictoria  alongin  .lanuary  ofeach  year.   I  wasaboat- 

puller.     We  canie  down  each  3'ear  to  tlie  coast  of  Oregon,  then  went 

along  up  the  coast  to  the  Bering  Sea.     I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  num- 

year  we  caught  about  loO  along  the  coast.     1  did  not 
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pay  much  attention  to  the  sex  of  the  seals,  but  I  seen  l()ts  of  little  [jups 
tiiken  out  of  tln'm.     Each  year  we  W(»ul(l  enter  tln^ 
Bering  Sea  about  .lune,  and  we  scaled  from  .")(»  to  l.")0  ,.^^^:  s...,  tim.M.f 
miles  from  the  islands.     Tiic  first  year  wc  caught  abcmt 
TOO  seals  iu  th(;  sea,  and   wc   caught  very  big  catclies  in  1.S.S8  and 
1S.S9,  but  last  year  we  only  caught  l.'iO.     Most  of  them 
were  cow  seals,  hnving  given  birth  to  their  y(mng,  and  ,.„^J't'",j/,;)'    """'"« 
tlieir  breasts  had  milk  in  tlicm.    1  saw  tlu' milk  running 
out  of  their  breasts  on  the  deck  as  tlu^y  were  IxMug  skinned.     The 
seals  were  not  nearly  as  ])1entiful  in  1<S!>1  as  tlicy  were 
in  1S.SS.    I  think  tiicy  arc  decreasing  rai»idly.    Wc  had 
Indian  hunters,  wiio  used  shotguns.     The  Indian  hunters  are  more  ex- 
]»crt  than  the  white  hunters  and  they  do  not  lose  so 
many  seals  they  kill.     1  think  tliey  would  get  one  out 
every  two  or  three  killed  or  wounded.     Wc  wi-re  or- 
dered out  of  the  Bering  Sea  iu  August  and  went  back 
to  Victoria. 


Dticrnajie. 


"WuMt.of   lit'.-. 

Oidiri'd  out  of  licr- 
\n^  Seu. 


his 

Thomas  x  Madden. 

mark. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  loth  day  of  Ajiril,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  n  Clement  liENNETT, 

Notary  Vublic. 


Depofiition  of  James  Malay  (sealer). 
PELAGIC   SEALING. 

State  or  California, 

City  and  County  of  Kan  Francisco,  ss: 

James  .Alaloy,  having  been  duly  swoij,  di'poses  and  says:  I  am  50 
years  of  age.  I  reside  iu  Situ  Francisco.  My  occupa- 
tion is  that  of  a  seaman.  1  was  in  the  \oitli  Pacific 
and  Bering  Sea  in  1889.  I  went  out  in  the  Mttf/yic 
L'oss,  which  sailed  from  Victoria  in  thcmontli  of  Febru- 
ary. We  sailed  uj)  the  coast  and  caugiit  a  few  seals, 
until  wc  got  to  the  liering  Sea.  We  caught  1,100  seals, 
nearly  all  of  which  were  caught  iu  the  Bering  Sea. 
Wc  caught  them  around  St.  (ic(»rge  Island.  [  thiidc 
out  of  the  1,10(J  we  ca\ight  there  were  000  females.  Ojit 
of  that  (iOO  there  were  over  400  that  had  pups  inside 
of  them,  and  we  threw  them  all  overboard.  We  had 
eight  boats,  each  boat  having  a  boat  puller,  steerer,  ami  hunter, 
hunter  used  rillcs  and  slnttguns.  1  do  not  think  our 
hnntt'rs  got  oiu'  half  of  those  they  killed  or  wounded. 
They  w(Uild  sink  belbrc  wc  could  get  oui'  boat  up  to 
them.  I  have  given  u]t  tiic  sealing  busiiu'ss  because 
the  slaughtering  of  the  female  seals  is  making  them 
so  scarce  that  it  does  not  pay.  Something,  certaiidy, 
should  be  done  to  stoj)  the  Uilling,  or  there  will  be 
none  left  in  a  very  short  time. 

J  AS.  Mai,(»v. 

Subscribed  and  sworn   to  before  me  this  l.'Jth  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
]8!»L'. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  I'ublio. 
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Dcinmtlon  of  Patrick  Maroney,  sealer  (boat -puller), 

rELAGIC   SEALING. 

State  of  Califohnia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Patrick  Maroucy,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  1  re- 
side in  San  Francisco.  My  occupation  is  that  of  a  sea- 
nuin ;  I  made  two  voyapes  to  the  ^North  Pacific  and 
Bering  Sea.  In  IS.SIJ  I  went  out  in  the  May  Ellen, 
of  whicli  (Japt.  AlvK.  McLean  was  master,  and  in  1890 
1  went  out  in  the  Lizzie  Ellen.  I  was  a  boat-puller  on 
We  sailed  from  San  Francisco  about  (,'hristnias,  in  188!), 
and  hunted  along  tiu',  coast  uj)  to  about  July.  We  took  130  seals  off 
the  coast  and  put  them  ashore  with  3Ir.  ^lorse,  and  then  went  on  seal- 
ing towar«l  the  Bering  Sea.  Along  about  the  1st  of 
July  we  entered  the  IJering  Sea  and  caught  about  1-3 
seals  when  Me  caiue  back  to  Victoria  and  Heft  the  ves- 
sel i(s  Capcaiii  McLean  got  into  some  trouble.  The  big- 
gest part  of  0)ir  year's  catch  off  the  (toast  were  females 
with  i)ui)s  in  them,  and  those  we  caught  in  the  Bering 
Sea  were  mostly  all  females  with  milk  in  their  breasts. 
We  used  shotguns  with  Xo.  12  shot.  When  we  had  to 
shoot  at  long  range  we  used  ritles.  Mostly  all  the  seals  we  shot  at  were 
sleepers.  When  they  were  wounded  we  had  to  chase  them,  and  then 
sometimes  would  not  get  them.  The  next  season,  1890, 
we  got  on  the  way  up  between  100  and  3()0  seals,  and 
then  we  entered  the  Bering  Sea  alxmt  the  18tli  or  19th 
of  July,  and  I  caught  90  seals,  mostly  all  females. 
There  were  six  boats  on  the  vessel.  Some  of  the  boats 
would  come  in  w'ithout  a  seal,  after  being  out  all  dny  long  shooting,  but 
they  would  wound  a  great  nuiny.  On  au  averjige,  taking  all  the  boats 
togetlier,  they  got  one  out  of  every  live  or  six  thnt  they 
killed  or  shot  at.  We  wounded  a  great  many  that  we 
could  not  get.  When  we  were  in  Ikying  Sea  we  hunted 
from  40  to  200  miles  off  the  seal  islands. 

liiH 

Patrick  x  Maroxey. 

iiKit'k. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892- 
[seal. J  Clement  Bennett, 

liotary  Public. 
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Deposition  of  Ilenry  Mason  {sealer). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Ilenry  3Iason,  hiivingbeen  duly  swtun,  dei)oses  and  says:  T  am  43 

years  of  age  and  reside  in  San  Francisco.     My  occu- 

Jixpurieuco.   i8»i.    ]>ation  is  that  of  a  seal  hunter.     I  went  sealing  on  the 

Uuibrina  in  1891.     We  sailed  from  Victoria  ou  the  8th 
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of  April,  and  sealed  along  the  coast  up  to  Akntan  P.ass.     We  caught 

about  300  seals  in   that  vicinity.    ^VFostly   all    were 

females  and  a  great  many  of  theiii  had  jmps  in  them. 

We  cut  the  seals  open  and  saw  the  young  inside.     Wc 

cJinght  a  few  seals  in  the  IJering  Sea  and  then  were 

ordered  out  and  sent  back  to  Victoria.    Those  that 

were  caught  in  the  Bering   Sea  were  mostly  females  and  had  had 

pups  and  were  in  milk.    In  18!)0  I  went  sealing  in  the 

JLTdonont   1890 

schooner  Arr/onaut.     She  sailed  from   Victoria  about 

the  8th  of  April,  and  sealed  ahnig  the  coast  up  to  the  pass  in  the  Bering 

Sea.    We  caught  about  350  seals  that  year. 

Most  all  the  seals  we  caught  in  the  North  Pacific 
were  females.  A  good  many  of  them  also  had  ])ui>s  ,.,i^;'.i;''"-^'  ''<'"'"'''* 
inside.  Then  we  went  into  the  Bering  Sea  sometime  il.iinK s,.a,  time  of 
in  July  or  August.  We  caught  about  one-half  of  our  •'"•^'""J-'- 
catch  in  the  Bering  Sea.  I  did  not  pay  particular  attention  to  the  sex 
of  the  seals  we  caught  in  the  Bering  Sea.  We  hunted  with  shotguns 
and  shot  them  mostly  when  they  were  aslee]>  on  the  water,  or  any  chaiu;e 
we  could  get.  I  was  a  boat-yuiller  and  the  hunters  shot 
at  everything  in  sight 

more  than  one  seal  out  of  every  six  or  seven  they  shot, 
andsometimesonlyoneoutof  ten.  When  the  seals  were  shot  they  woull 
sink  to  the  bottom.  You  have  got  to  hurry  up  and 
pull  to  them  quickly  after  shooting,  or  they  will  sink. 
A  great  many  were  shot  that  we  coukl  not  get,  as  they  sunk  before  we 
got  to  them. 

H.  Mason. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  A.  I).  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clejii;nt  Bi;nnett, 

Xofary  Fublio. 


I  do  not  think  tiiey  would  get  .^i/'-iis'-riiimmto kiii- 
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Deposition  of  William  Mason,  sealer  [hoat-pnUcr). 

PELAGIC  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  ^an  Franciseo,  ss  : 

William  Mason,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saj's:  T  am  a 
seaman  by  occupation,  and  I  reside  in  Victoria,  British 
Columbia.    I   made  a  sealing   cnuise   in   the  British      Experience, 
schooner  Mayhclle,  Capt.  Hanson,  during  the  season  of 
189],  leaving  Victoria  in  the  hitter  part  of  January, 
I  was  a  boat-i)ulIer  and  got  •'i<3(hi  month  and  2.")  cents  a  skin.     We  com- 
menced sealing  on  the  coast  of  Oregon,  and  foUowiMl  tlie  herd  along 
the  coast  up  to  the  Bering  Sea.     We  got  about  27."» 
seals  along  the  coast  and  then  went  into  the  Bering  ..J/.'^-"!;  *'"' """'  "' 
Sea  in  the  latter  part  of  May  or  fore  part  of  June,  and 
sailed  around  in  the  American  waters.     We  crui.sed  around  the  I'ribi- 
lof  Islands  from  o  to  1(»0  miles  off.     We  caught  aliout  300  seals  in  the 
sea,  and  was  then  ordered  out  by  a  revenue  cutter 
which  I  believe  was  the  linsli,  in  the  latter  ])art  of 
August,  but  we  did  not  go.     We  sealed  around  lor  sev- 
eral days  and  caught  about  250  more,  and  ariived  at  Victoria  in  Octo- 
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ber.    I  noticed  in  tlio  seals  tlnit  wc  ('iin,u;ht  alonjf  tli(>  roast  that  Ji  great 

MiiioiHvdiimiit  (<■    many  of  thcin  wcii'  fenniles  and   liad   pnps.     I  tliink 

milled,  iii/ci  ill  rieiiiij;   iiiost  of  tiioin  wcic  fcnnilcs.     1  luiow  that  in  my  boat 

sciiiimMii^.  tlie  catch  was  most  all  females  and  tliey  had  pujts  in 

them.    They  were  nsnally  shot  when  sleei)inj;'  on  tlie  watei'.     Ahont 

two  thirds  of  thoscM-anght  in  the  '.eriiij;'  8ea  were  lemales  that  had  bij; 

teats  and  were  .nivinji'  milk.     W't   c((uld  tell  that  when   we  were  skin- 

nin.ii'  them,  becanse  the  milk  would  iiin  out  on   the 

decks.     Our  hunter  was  a  j-ood  one.     His  nanu>  was 

.Joe  Williams.     I  think  he  ji><»t  oue  out  of  every  three  on  an  averaj^e. 

He  used  a  rifli!  a  f>'ood  deal  ami  was  a  hue  shot;  some  of  the  hunters 

ill  the  ()ther  boats  would  shoot  at  the  seal  and  not  .yet  any  at  all,  and 

come  in  at  nij4ht  without  any.  or  maybe  on«i  or  two.     There  was  one 

hunter  from  Nova  Scotia  that  did  not  kill  any  scarcely.     The  liunter  in 

mv  boat  last  year  sot  $7  a  skin.     This  yeai-  thev  onlv 
w.,«..s  ..f  .>...ai..rH.     ^^.;^„j-^,^|  t,,  ^,.,y  „„.  ^i^  .J  „„,„|i,  .,,,,1  2.-)  <-ents  a  skin,  anil 

only  wanted  to  give  the  hunters  one  skin  out  of  every  six.  The  hun- 
ters say  the  seals  are  getting  scarcer  all  the  time,  and 
that  it  does  not  pay  togonidess  they  get  morefora  skin. 

Wri.LiAM  Mason. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Kith  day  of  Ai)ril  A.I).  1.S*)l>. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary. 


DtMlClSO. 


Dcpodiion  of  G.  E.  Miner,  .scaler  {hunter). 

PELACIC  SEALING. 

G.  PI  Miner,  being  duly  swcn-n,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  seal  hunter 

.  by  occupatiim;  have  been  eni.,aged  for  the  i)ast  tive 

'^'"""'"^'  years  in  sealing,  always  as  hunter.     Shotgun  and  rillc 

have  been  used  by  me  for  taking  seal.     Am  at  i)resent  hunter  on  the 

schooner  Honrif  Dennis.     First  hunted  seals  oft"  the  Faralone  Islands 

in  February,    and   followed   them   up  the  coast  into 

'  "  '  Bering  Sea,  which  they  enter  about  the  10th  of  July. 

I  think  the  seals  are  c(nistantly  on  the  move  up  the  coast.     I  think 

about  .'i.'i  per  cent  of  the  seals  shot  with  a  shotgun  ai'e  lost.     I  use 

no  discrimination  in  shooting  seals;  shoot  everything 

that  comes  near  the  boat,  and  all  other  hunters  do  tin 

same.     A  large  majority  of  the  seals  killed  in  the  Noil  li 

Pacifu'  are  cows  with  jnip,  and  in  Bering  Sea,  cows 

with  milk.     Few  yearlings  are  killed  every  year  by  mc 

Of  the  nnde  seals  killed  a  majority  are -iyear-olds.     1 

have  killed  but  a  few  old  bulls.     W  a  seal  is  killed  instantly  when  lif 

first  }Mits  his  head  al)ove  water  he  will  sink  at  once.     1  think  seals  aif 

not  as  ])lentiful  as  they  used  to  be,  caused,  1  think,  l)y 

the  indiscriminate  killing  of  females  with  puj).     Ilax  f 

never  known  of  pu])s  being  born  in  the  water,  or  any 

where  else  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  outside  of  the  I'ribi 

lof  Islands.     Have  never  known  seals  to  haul  upon  the 

coast  of  Alaska  outside  of  the  Pribih)f  Islands.    lla\  <■ 


Iiiilisi'i'iniiiialu  kill 
iug. 


Liiruc  niajoiitv  «( 
<'(i\\s  killrcl  iirc'KiKiut 
ntid  Miu'siii;;. 


Dei-re.ast". 

No  pt'liijiic  birtlis. 

Do  not  haul  up  on 
Alaskau  coast. 
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that  a  great 
l>s.  I  think 
t  ill  my  boat 
had  pn|)s  in 
iitei'.     Alntnt 

that  had  1)1}^ 
e  Avei«5  skill 
I  out  on  the 
lis  iianio  was 
1  an  avt'iaj^c. 
■  the  hiintcis 
ly  at  all,  and 
here  was  one 
ihe  hunter  in 
I'iir  they  only 
Is  ii  skin,  and 
X.  The  hun- 
the  time,  and 
lore  for  a  skin. 
AM  Mason. 

rilA.l).1892. 

NNETT, 

Notary. 


a  seal  hunter 
the  i)ast  hvc 
tgun  and  rillf 
hunter  on  the 
alone  Ishinds 
le  coast  into 
llOth  of  July. 
)ast.    1  think 
le  lost.     I  use 
»t  everythiiii: 
unters  do  tin 
lintheNorlli 
liifi'  Sea,  cows 
}y  year  by  inc. 
yt^ar-olds.     1 
ntly  when  ln' 
liink  seals  aif 
d,  I  think,  l»,v 
1  pup.     Have 
[vater,  or  anv 
of  the  Tribi 
laul  upon  till' 
llands,    Jlavf 


i 


killofl  seals  2r)0  miles  from  the  Pribilof  Island,  with  milk.     I  think  if  all 
sealing  was  prohibited  from  Jainiary  1,  t^»  August  la,      j,  tection 
in  the  North  Pacitic  Ocean  and  Bering  Sea  it  would 
give  sufficient  protection  to  the  seal. 

G.  E.  Miner. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2 1st  day  of  April,  18!)L*. 

A.  W.  Lavi'-ndkk, 
United  iStatcn  Treasury  Agent. 


I  am 


Kxporienco. 


randeibilt,  1888. 


Deposition  of  Eddie  Morehead,  sealer  (hoat-piiller). 
pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Eddie  Morehead,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 
21  years  of  age;  I  re8i<le  in  San  Franc'isco;  my  occu- 
Iiation  is  that  of  a  longshoreman.  I  have  been  em- 
])loyed  on  a  sealinu'  vessel  as  a  cabin  boy  and  boat- 
l)uller;  I  made  oih'  voyage  on  the  Vanderbilt  in  the 
North  Pacific  in  ISSS;  we  did  not  go  in  the  JJering  Sea.  We  left  in  the 
early  i)art  of  Mar<'h;  she  was  lost  on  that  voyage  in  a  storm,  going 
ashore  at  company's  harbor.  We  caught  between  500  and  000  seals. 
We  commenced  shooting  along  the  coast  of  California,  following  the 
seals  to  the  Aleutian  Islands.  We  had  six  small  boats  on  board,  each 
boat  having  three  men,  a  hunter  and  two  men  to  pull.  They  shot  both 
with  ritles  and  shotguns.  The  rifle  was  considered  the  best  to  use, 
as  the  shotgun  would  wound  more.  We  shot  at  every- 
thing in  sight.  We  killed  more  females  than  males, 
and  we  lost  a  good  many  that  we  killed.  I  never  saw 
nor  heard  of  any  young  pups  being  born  in  the  water. 
The  shooting  was  all  done  from  the  small  boats. 

Ed.  Morehead. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  Ajiril,  A.  I).  1892. 

CLKMiiNT  Bennett, 


Inillscriniinate. 

ir.'vjority  killed  fe- 
males. 


•J 


Notary  rublic. 


Deposition  of  Frank  Morvau,  sealer, 

TELAftlO  SEALING. 


ot 
Stii 

t(U'    said    eity    iinvi    i^^fimi^y     i»i     ►'ttn     i   ittuvi.-n  ir,     kjkh.V'    \.t\.    \  .'ctiiiiri  mil,  viiiiv 

ajipointed  and  commissioned  to  administer  oaths,  etc.,  personally  ap- 
peared Frank  Moreau,  who,  being  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Frank  Moreau,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 
The  Notary: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupation? — A.  My  name 
is  Frank  Moreau;  age,  .'{2;  residence,  San  Francisco;  occupation,  seal 
hunter. 
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I  !; 


m 


'i^r 


If;:  '! 
'  '51 


w\  ^ 


the 


been  catehiii}}'  -seals. 

Q.  Do  you  kn(»\v  i)i'  what  sex  the  seals  were  that  you 

feinXs.^^"" '"'""*■  have  taken  in  the  L'acilieand  iJerinj,'  8ea?— A.  Mostly 

females. 

Q.  What  i)ereentaj?e  of  the  skins  you  have  taken  were  eows? — A.  1 

should  judge  about  1(0  ])er  (••Mit. 

„      .    „  Q.  What  pereentajie  of  the  eows  von  have  taken 

Seventy-flvo    per  "^  -..i  »        a        t  i         i.     ^-  i.  -i-i 

cent  of  which  preg.  wcre  With   pup? — A.  Auout    Hi  per  eeut  were  with 

nnnt^  


l)up. 


Q.  When  does  sealing  eonimenct;  in  the  Pacifie,  and  when  does  it 
Con,Tn.„c.m.„ta„d  C'^?— A.   It  eomineiK^es  about  the  1st  of  January  and 
ending  of  Buiiiing  8.a-  etuls  about  the  last  ot  Jiiiie. 

*""•  Q.  When  does  sealing  eoniiiienee  in  the  JJering  Sea, 

and  when  does  it  end? — A.  It  eomiuenees  about  the  1st  of  July  and 
ends  about  the  Ist  of  Novenibei 

Q.  What  percentage  of  seals  arci  taken,  eonipared   to  those  you 
destroy  in  doing  so;  in  other  woids,  how  many  do  you  actually  get  out 
Waste  of  life.  of  thoso  you  sliooti! — A.  About  7"*  per  eeut.     We  lose 

about  2.')  i)er  cent. 

Q.  la  it  not  a  fa(;t  that  wIkmi  you  first  started  in  the  business,  and 
was  inexperienced  in  hunting,  tliat  you,  like  all  otiier  beginners, 
destroyed  a  much  larger  proportion  than  you  do  no\v'.'-^V.  (Certainly; 
there  is  no  doubt  about  tiiat. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  a-leep  on  the  water  or  awake t — 
A.  They  are  mostly  asleep. 

Q.  If  awake,  do  yon  shoot  at  them  wliile  breeching? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
we  shoot  at  tliem  anywhere,  either  while  they  are  breeching,  or  heads 
up  or  any  way. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  seals  born  in  the  water,  and  is  it  your  opin- 
ion that  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  born  in  tlu',  water? — A.  They  are  not 
„..  .       b(U'n  in  the  water.     A  seal  can  not  swim  when  it  is 

Not  burn  in  water.      ,.      ,   , 

hist  born. 
Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  i»lace  where  seals  land  outside  of  the  seal 
islands? — A.  I  do  not;  no,  sir. 
Q.  liave  you  notic^ed  any  decrease  in  tlie  quantity  of  animals  in  the 

last  few  veai's? — A.  There  is  no  doubt  but  what  there 

Decrease.  .  , 

is  a  decrease. 
Q.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  decrease? — A.  From  the  killing  of 
ideals,  both  by  hunters  and  others. 

Q.  Do  the  pups  perish  with  the  cows  that  you  kill? — A.  Certainly. 
That  is,  if  the  cows  hapi>en  to  be  with  pup. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion,  if  sealing  continues  unrestricted,  that  they  will 
soon  be  exterminated? — A.  There  certainly  will  not  be  as  many  in  a 
few  years  as  there  are  now. 
Q,.  In  your  opinion  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  ])rotect  the  cows  in 
thelJering  Sea  to  prevent  the  herd  fnmi  being  extermi- 
rroteetion    neees-  natcd ? — A.  Certainly  it  is. 
^^^'  Q.  What  months  in   the  year  do  you  think  they 

Close  season.  ouglit  to  be  piotcctcd  ? — A.  Well,  from  about  the  middle 

of  June  to  the  1st  of  October. 
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I  was  boru 


Q.  Do  you  generally  shoot  steals  with  a  rifle  or  a  shotgun? — A.  A 
shotgun.     Ninety  per  cent  are  killed  with  a  shotgun. 

Q.  Do  you  use  buckshot  or  tine  shotf — A.   liuck- 
shot. 

Q.  Judging  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  traveling  in  the  spring  of 
the  year,  <lnring  your  ex])erieiH'e,  wliere  do  you  sup-      ^. 
l>ose  was  their  destination f — A.  The  Bering  Sea.  '^'' 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  the  Bering  8ea  should  be  close  of  noringSoa. 
entirely  closed? — A.  t'ertainly. 

Q,.  Do  you  think  of  anytiiing  else  that  is  of  vahie  in  regard  to  this 
seal  (luestion  that  I  havi^  not  asked  you  about;  if  so,  you  can  state  any- 
thing you  please? — A.  1  have  jiothing  further  to  say. 

F.  MOKEAU. 


or  awake t — 


State  of  Cat.ifotinta, 

(^ily  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  .is: 

r,  Clement  Beiniett,  a  ncttary  ]>nblic  in  and  for  said  city  and  county 
of  San  Francisco,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  witness  in  the  foregoing 
deposition  nanied,  was  by  me  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole 
tiiith,  aud  nothing  but  the  truth;  that  said  deposition  was  reduced  to 
writing,  and  when  completed  was  carefully  read  over  to  said  witness, 
and  l)y  him  subscribed  in  my  pn'sence. 

In  witness  wiiereof  1  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed 
my  seal  of  otlice,  this  I'Gth  day  of  February,  18J>L*. 

[L.  S.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  Nilcs  Kelson,  sealer,  and  part  oicncr  of  vessel  Annie, 

1885-^86. 


IH 


PELAGIC  SEALING. 


of  the  seal 


the  cows  in 


am  by  oecupa- 

Experience. 
Annif,  1885-'80. 


State  of  Califoknta, 

City  aud  County  of  Son  Fr((ncisco,  ss: 

Miles  Nelson,  being  duly  swoin.  deiioses  and   says:  T 
tion   a  seal  hunter,  and  part  owner  of  the  schooner 
Annie.     My  residence  is    in   San  Francisco.    I   was 
engaged  in  hunting  seals  during  the  years  1885  and 
188«5  ill  the  North  Facitic  and  Bering  Sea.    We  go 
out  about  the  middle  of  Ai)ril.     We  hunt  sometimes  with  a  shotgun, 
and  sometimes  with  a  rifle.     Breeching  seals  we  shoot  with  a  ritle,  and 
sleei)ing  seals  with  a  shotgun.    1  can  not  give  the  exact  estimate  of 
the  sex,  but  I  know  that  a  large  pro])(trtion  of  them 
are  females.     An  expeiienced  A  No.  1  seal  hunter  in   J.t't^Lior^"'""''"' 
shooting  slee])ing  seals  with  a  sliotgun  will  get  a  large 
proportion  of  what  he  kills,  and  will  get  on(^  outof  lour  breeching  seals 
tliat  he  kills,  but  an  ordinary,  common  hunter,  like  my- 
self, will  sometimes  use  ten  cartridges  and  not  get  one 
seal.    I  can  safely  say  that  a  common  hunter  will  only  get  one  seul  out 
of  three.    I  can  not  tell  the  ag«^  or  sex  of  seals  in  the  water, 
sealing  in  the  Bering  Sea  during  July,  August,  and 
September,  1885  and  1880.     I  was  cruising  in  the  Ber- 
ing Sea  around  about  the  Pribilof  Islands,  and  fi-om  100  to  300  miles 


Waste  of  life. 
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otV.  Tho  principiil  portion  of  the  ciiiisiii^' wiis  bctwoen  tlie  Aleutian 
Isliiiids  anil  t\u-  I'li'tMof  Islands.  One  of  the  principal  scaling' ^roundH 
is  oil"  Bogoslof.  We  lirst  discoN  <'r  seals  on  tlit'ir  way  to  the  breediufj 
jjroundsin -laiinary  and  I''«'l)ruary  olfCap*'- Kace.  Most 
j^t pear  11  no II  oil  every  fd'Mial*' that  lias  arrived  at  tlu' aj;e  of  iiniturity 
is  ])re{4nanl.  We  follow  tlieni  on  from  tlieie  into  the 
IJering  Sea,  and  most  all  of  the  females  taken  are  i»re;,'nant. 

We  find  jmps  in  the  eow  seals  up  to  the  time  tln'y  ^et  t^)  the  Pribi- 
lof  Islands  in  .June,  but  when  they  come  oft"  the  IMihilof  IslandH  they 
have  bred,  and  are  in  milk  for  the  remainder  of  th<'  killing;  season. 
They  sometimes  j;o  out  from  100  to  200  miles  otf  the  islands,  while  the 
yojinjiones  still  remain  on  the  islamls.  Alter  they  have  been  on  the 
islan<ls  they  contain  no  pu]),  so  the  hunter  can  see  if  the  seal  has  been 
on  the  islands  or  not.  J  have  killed,  and  seen  killed, 
mothers  in  milk  100  or  nuire  miles  from  the  islands. 
8»'als  were  not  as  i)lentiful  in  1880  as  they  were  in 
18.sr».  1  think  the  princii)al  cause  of  that  <lecrease  is 
on  account  of  killing  the  females  in  the  water,  and  also 
tlir<»ugh  their  getting  shy  by  being  chased  by  the  boats.  I  have 
never  seen  a  ])up  in  the  water,  and  do  not  believe  they 
can  be  born  in  the  water.  If  they  are  born  in  the  water 
they  would  drctwn.  1  know  c  I'  no  jdaces  that  the 
seals  haul  ui)  in  the  Jiering  Sea  or  North  Pacitie  for 
breeding  purjjoses  ex<'ept  St.  (ieorge,  St.  Paul,  Otter 
Island,  IJering  Islaiul,  Kobben  Island,  and  Copper 
Island.  If  something  is  not  done  to  protect  seals  in 
the  North  I'acitic  and  Bering  Sea,  they  will  become 
exterminated  in  a  very  few  years.  ^ 

NiLES  Nelson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  t,o  before  me  this  Ist  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[l.  S.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  rublic. 
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Deposition  of  John  O'Brien,  sealer  {boat-puller.) 
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State  of  Cat 

City  and 

John  O'Briei 

Exporieuco. 
Alexandfr,  1885. 

January,  1885. 
sealing  around 

Sixty  pir  i:oiit  of 
coiiNl  calcli  friiiiileH, 
iiioHtly  prejfiiaiit. 

Bi'riiifj;  Sea,  time  of 
i'ut«riiig. 


Catcli    in    the   soa 
moatly  iiurHiug  cowa. 


IFOTJNTA, 

County  of  S((n  Francisco,  8s: 

1,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  40 
years  of  age;  1  reside  in  San  Francisco;  I  tun  by  occu- 
pation a'longslioreman ;  I  made  a  sealing  voyage  to  the 
North  racific  and  Bering  Sea  on  the  schooner  Alex- 
ander, which  sailed  from  Victoria  in  the  latter  part  of 
I  was  a  boat-i)uller.  We  sailed  south  as  far  as  Blanco, 
there  for  two  or  three  m<uiths,  when  we  headed  north 
into  the  Bering  Sea,  having  caught  250  or  300  seals 
before  entering  the  sea,  of  which  (50  per  cent  of  them 
were  females,  mostly  all  of  them  having  ])ups  in  them. 
We  entered  the  Bering  Sea  the  latter  end  of  May,  and 
caught  about  700  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea,  mostly  all 
of  them  being  females  in  milk.  I  saw  the  milk  flowing 
ou  the  deck  when  they  were  skinned.  W^e  had  0  boats, 
each  boat  having  3  meu,  a  boat-puller,  steerer,  and 
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liiinter.     We  used  sliot;;uiis,  using  a  rille  to  shoot  at  long  range     ll 
<l«-prnds  a  gieat  deal  upon  the  weather  as  to  the  amount  of  seals  oh 
tained  by  the  hunters.     Alter  a  hea/y  blow  you  see  the  seals  lying  on 
top  of  the  water  asletq*.  and  you  ean  g<!r  very  close  to  them,  and  on  an 
average  you  would   get-  or  .'5  out  of  every  ;")  or  <•  you 
kill   or  wound,  while  in  rough  weather  you  w<udd  not 
get  I  out  of  '>  or  (»  killed  or  wounded.     I  eoidd  not   tell   how  far  otV  we 
caught   tlieni  from  the  seal  islands,  as  I  did  not  know  the  distances. 
At  that  tinu'  there;  were  lots  of  seals  in  tlu'  water. 

John  ()'r.ini;\. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  ine  this  l.'Uli  day  of  April.  A.  I>.  IS!>l'. 

[L.S.J  CLKMKJNT    i'.l'.NNKir, 

Notary  Vublic 


Kx|K'rk'll(:o. 
Labrador,  1801. 


Deposition  of  John  Olsen,  Hcalcr, 
pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Calieounia, 

Citi/  (tiifl  Count!!  of  Son  Francisco,  ss: 

.John  Olscn,  having  been  duly  sworn,  d»'pi>ses  and  says:  T  reside  in 
Seattle,  Washington.  My  occupation  is  ship  carpenter. 
I  hel[)ed  to  build  the  schooner  Lahnidor,  in  l.S!»0,  at 
Vancouver,  and  went  sealing  m  her  in  J1S91.  Captain 
Whiteleigh  was  commander.  We  left  Vancouver  for 
V'h'toria,  on  tlie  L'!>tli  of  .March,  and  llttt^d  out  the  vessel,  leaving  Vic- 
toria on  the  Sth  day  of  April.  She  carried  four  Iti-foot  boats  and  one 
stern  boat  14  feet.  She  carried  two  men  to  the,  boat,  one  to  pull  and 
one  to  hunt.  We  ccmnnenced  hunting  outside  of  Cape  C(m»U,  about  o 
miles  from  shore,  and  hunted  from  there  u]>  to  Unamak  Pass,  in  the 
Aleutian  Islands  and  entered  the;  liering  Sea  about 
the  ;")th  of  -Fune,  and  was  (U'dennl  out  of  the  sea 
the  19th  of  .lune.  In  going  uj)  the  coast  to  IJnamak 
Pass  we  caught  about  UK)  seals,  mostly  females  with 
young,  and  put  their  skins  on  board  the  Dannln',  an 
I'iiiglish  steamboat,  at  Alatack  Pay,  and  after  we  got 
into  the  Bering  Sea  we  caughl:  L*20.  We  had  I'OO  at  the  time  tin; 
lieutenant  ordered  us  out  of  the  sea,  the  remainder  we  caught  alter. 

After  entering  the  sea  we  got  one  female  with  a  very  large  pup, 
which  I  took  out  alive  and  kei)t  it  for  three  or  four 
•  lays,  when  it  died,  as  it  would  not  eat  anything.  All 
the  others  had  given  biitii  to  their  young  and  their 
breasts  were  full  of  milk.  I  do  not  believe  mothers  give 
birth  to  their  young  in  liie  water.  "V.  went  to  Four 
i\b>UMtain  l*ass,  when  we  went  out.  W^c  caught  these 
mothers,  full  of  milk,  from  i'A)  to  150  miles  oil"  the  s(m1 
islands.  I  shot  twenty-eight  myself.  We  used  shot- 
guns, using  buckshot,  and  1  have  known  twenty  shots 
to  be  tired  at  a  seal  before  we  got  her.  When  we  shot 
at  "sleepers"  we  got  a  good  many  more  than  when  we  shot  at  "breech- 
ers"  or  "rollers,"  and  we  secured  on  an  average  about  one  out  of  every 
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three  killed  and  wounded.    The  pen'enta;,'e  of  loss  of  those  killed  and 
wounded  is  I'ully  as  ^neat  as  1  have  stated.     L  know  of 
iJludt.  "''  ""'^  ""  ""  place  whero  thoy  haul  up  uu  land  except  the  I»ribilof 


Islands. 


JOUN  Olsen. 


Snbsriibed  and  sworn  to  before  mo  this  2d  day  of  April,  A.  I).  1802. 

[L.  a.]  CLKMKNT    liKXNKTT, 

Notary  I'ublio. 


Deposition  of  Charles   W.  Recti,  Hcalor  {master). 

uabits— seals  in  pacific. 

State  of  Caltfoknia, 

Citif  and  (Joutity  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 

Charles  VV.  Keed,  having;  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  :  T  an« 

53  years  oM  and  am  an  American  <',ltizen,  resident  of 

.xperoncn.  ^^^^^   Fran(!is('(),  and  by  occupation  a  shipmaster  and 

pilot,  and  a  member  of  the  San  Francisco  Pilot  Association.     Between 

the  y«^ars  1872  and  1880  1  made  four  voyufjes,  as  master  of  a  schooner 

and  in  <'har<,n'  of  expiMlitions  enffajjed  in  the  sealing 
«as"i'iiamiH."  ^'''''''*'  industry,  to  t  he  (ialai)a},^os  Islands.    These  islands  are 

situated  on  the  o(inator,  lonjiitude  about  90°  west.  In 
the  first  voyage  I  i-eniaincd  njion  the  islands  about  seven  months,  and 
at  subsequent  times  Irom  three  to  live  in<mths  at  each  voyage,  coveriufj 
dill'erert  seasons  of  the  year.  1  have  thus  seen  and  carefully  observed 
the  seals  resorting  to  these  islan<ls  at  all  times  of  the  year.  Thebeaches 
occxipied  by  them  are  overhung  by  high  clifl's  and  indented  with  caves 
jj^^j^^  and  crevices  into  Avhich  the  seals  j^o,  when  not  in  the 

water,  to  avoid  the  tropical  sun.  The  ycmng  are  born 
in  these  caves  cand  are -unable  to  swim  until  several  weeks  old.  They 
do  not  migrate,  but  may  be  found  on  and  about  the  islands  at  all  times 
of  year.     With  this  exception  their  habits  do  not  vary,  as  far  as  I  know, 

from  those  of  fur-seals  in  Alaskan  waters.    They  are 

i)i)mt'Hiic  iiaturo.  .  x-iii-'i  -,  i  -i  i 

not  i»articnlarly  tmnd,  and  may  be  as  easuy  managed 
as  sheep  or  cattle.  1  have  no  doubt  they  could  be  propagated  on  the 
rookiu'ies  and  thijir  reproduction  reassured  imder  proper  management. 
I  ca])tured  on  the  first  voyage  about  3,000  skins  and  as 
many  more  in  the  three  hirer  voyages,  slaughtering  old 
and  young  indiscri;njnatciy,  but  I  am  now  credibly  in- 
formed that  the  rookeries  are  again  b.iilding  up  and  increasing  in 
numbers.  The  skins  obtained  from  this  herd  are  quite  distinct  from 
those  from  the  CJuadalupe,  Santa  llosa,  and  Santa  Cru/,  and  otUer 
islands  to  the  northward  of  the  Galapagos  group,  being  much  shorter 
and  lighter  furred  and  correspondingly  less  valuable,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected in  animals  bred  in  a  tropical  climate. 

Charles  W.  Eeed. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Publio, 
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Deposit  ion  of  .\<li>lphiiH  Sii!iiy»,  sraUir  {immtcr). 

pelagic  skal1n(k 

State  of  California. 

<.'ily  uiul  (Jountif  of  Sun   Francisco,  ««; 

Adolphns  Sayers,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
a  seaniiui.     1  reside  in  Han  l''ran('is('o.    1  was  cii^iajicd 
in  sealing  in  the  ilerin;;  Sea  and  .North  I'aritir.  in  the 
(Jify  of  Snn  IHcfii>  and   the  Aihlinc,  in   the  years  IHST 
and    1.S.S8.     I  was   master  of   tin'  Adeline.     We  eom- 
men  ed  to  seal  from  the  ('ordell  IJanksolf  the  coast  of 
('alifornia  rijrht  np  to  the  Herinf;  Sea.    On  the  voyage 
of  the  CHn  of  tSau   Picjfo,  whicli  lasti'd  about  eiglit  months,  we  got 
abont  1,1)00  seals.    The  hnnters  had  rilles  and  shotguns.  Imt  as  we 
entered  the  Bering  Sea  Mk^  revenue  cutter  Corn-in  took 
away  our  rifles  and  h'ft  us  tin-  sliotguns.    The  sliotgun      '■•'"'■""'  "''"'Ji-^""- 
is  not  as  fatal  as  the  ritle,  but  it  ruins  tiie  skins  of  \\\v  seals.     I  was  a 
boat  puller  when  1  was  on  the  Cihi  of  Snn  IHcijo.     1  <an  not  tell  from 
the  appearan(!e  of  a  seal  in  the  water  whetiier  it  is  a  male  or  female, 
but  most  all  of  the  seals  we  killed  in  tlu^  water  were 
females.     Sometimes  we  opened  them an<l found  vourig      i'''>i;ii<«  tak.n  loo 
pups  jnside,  and  sometnnes  they  were  mothers  tliat  had 
given  birth  to  tli;  ir  young  and  their  breasts  were  full  of  milk,  and 
we  often  killed  them  100  miles  or  more  from  the  seal  islands.     A  seal 
never  bears  but  one  pup  at  a  time.     An  ordinary  Imnter,  on  ;in  aver- 
age, will  not  kill  one  out  of  four  breaching  seals,  and  sometimes  he  will 
not  get  one.    The  sleeping  seal  is  the  most  easily  killed, 
and  we  got  about  <me  out  of  three  killed  and  wounded.      '^^''"t«  "f  uto. 
I  know  that  the  seals  are  rai)idly  decreasing,  and  I     oocrease. 
believ«  it  is  caused  by  killing  females  in  the  water. 

Adolpiius  Sayers. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  April,  A.  T).  1802. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennei'I', 

Notary  rublic. 


Deposition  of  G.  M.  Scammon,  officer  Revenue  Marine. 

PELAGIC   fc!EAHNG. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

0.  M.  Scammou,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  G7 
years  old  and  a  resident  of  Oakland,  Cal.     I  aui  and  . 

liave  been  an  officer  in  the  United  States  i'evenue  '-^P^'^nce 
Marine  Corps  since  18(i.'{.  In  JSOa  and  J8(!(J  I  was  in  command  of 
the  Western  Union  Telegrai)h  Company's  fleet  of  vessels  when  it 
was  expected  to  establish  a  telegraph  line  to  Europe  via  Bering 
Straits.  In  this  capacity  and  later  as  commander  of  vessels  under  the 
United  States  revenue  cutter  Hag,  I  repeatedly  passed  thnaigh  Bering 
Sea,  touching  at  the  seal  islands.  I  am  the  author  of  the  work  entitled 
"The  Marine  Mammals  of  the  Northwestern  Coast  of  North  America," 
l»ublished  by  J.  H.  Carmany  &  (Jo.,  San  Francisco,  1874.  lu  prepar- 
ing Chapter  iv  of  part  2  of  that  work,  relative  to  fur  seals,  I  consulted 
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Tccliniiiil  tonus. 


every  iU'cessible  authority  upon  tliiit  subject  aiul  added  the  result  of 
my  own  observation  and  experience.  Since  tlien  ei};:liteen  years  liavo 
elapsed  and  many  n«?\v  tacts  liave  been  bro.';":'ii;  to  li^'ht  eoneerninj? 
tliem,  eonfirniiu};'  for  the  most  jiiirt  wliat  was  then  written,  yet  modi- 
fyinjjf  to  sonu^  extent  the  conclusions  arrived  at. 
The  nomenchit  ire  and  technical  terms  of  seal  hunters  have  changed 
somewhat.  We  hear  of  "cows"  instea<l  of  "clap- 
matelies,"  "bulls"  instead  of  "wigs,"  and  "bachel- 
ors" or  "holu.sciiuckie"  instead  of  "yearlings."  At  the  time  my  booic 
was  written  the  n^gular  migratory  liabits  of  tiie  animals  were  not  as 
w<'ll  understood  in  respect  to  the  routes  of  migration  as  they  are  now, 
and  mituralists  always  commence  their  descri])tion  witii  tlie  arrival  of 
tlie  different  classes  of  seals  at  the  northern  breeding  grounds,  begin- 
ning witli  the  "bulls"  in  the  early  s])ring,  following  them  with  the 
"cows"  and  "bachelors"  at  a  later  date,  and  then  taking  up  the  birth 
and  development  of  the  young.  This,  1  think,  resulted  from  our  igno- 
rance of  where  thev  spent  the  winter  months.  Now  it 
Mitrrat.on.  j^  ^^^^j  known  that  the  Pribilof  seals  work  their  way 

down  to  the  (toasts  of  Oalifornia,  Oregon,  and  British  CoUunbia,  and 
go  north  again  in  the  si)ring;  and  that  tlie  ronimander  Islands  Jierd 
migrates  down  the  Asiatic  coast,  the  two  herds  keeping  apart  from 
each  other.  1  held  Hus  opinion  many  years  ago,  as  is  shown  by  my 
letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  written  August .'}(), 
l.SGi>,  as  follows,  and  later  observations  and  reading  have  contirme«l 
my  conclusions: 

"San  Franoisco,  Oal., 

"AMf/«.*(  30,  1809. 

"  Sir:  While  on  the  station  at  Paget  Sound  frequent  opportunities 
()(rered  to  observe  the  habits  of  the  I'ur  seals. 

"  I  have  long  been  of  the  oiunion  that  those  seen  oft'  the  mouth  of 
Juan  de  Fuca  Strait  weie  a  ])ortion  at  least  ot  the  great  herds  that  make 
their  annual  visits  to  the  islands  of  St.  George  and  St.  Paul,  Beiing 
Sen. 

"  Since  my  return  to  this  city  I  have  gathered  further  informatiiMi 
,,.     ,.  which  convinces  niethatbevond  (luestion  the  seals  pass- 

ing  the  moutli  ot  the  strait  during  the  months  ot  iMarch, 
April,  and  a  ])art  of  IM  ay  resort  t(»  the  above  named  islands  to  bring 
Ibrth  their  young,  as  nearly  all  the  females  (and  no  others  are  caught) 
taken  by  the  Indians  at  this  |>oint  have  lo'tiiscs  in  them  that  to  all 
appearances  would  be  bronglit  forward  on  their  arrival  at  their  north- 
ern summer  haunt. 

"  From  personal  observation,  as  well  as  from  the  most  reliable  infor- 
,  ,.    ,     ,.  mation,  it  is  (luite  certain  that  there  has  been  taken  bv 

liulmu  lllllltlllU.  ,,         II-  ,.   ,■  111  1    It'        1    •  i.  riy     ' 

the  Indians  ot  \  ancouver  islands  and  W  ashmgton  h'r- 

maicftllVm.?"''"'' *''  i"'^'*''}'  duiiiig  the  last  s]>ring  about   i>,()()()  fur-seals, 

and  almost  iii\  ariably  each  animal  was  with  young,  so 

that  in  taking  the  number  of  adults  above  meut'-'ied  there  were  actually 

desti'oyj'd  near  lO.OOO  seals. 

"Having  every  reason  to  believe  that  vessels  will  be  fitted  out  to  take 
seals  olf  the  strait  the  coming  season,  1  have  tlnmght  it  well  to  make 
this  report  to  the  Department. 

*'  I  have  the  hoiua-  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"CM.  SCAMMON, 

"  C(ipt,  V.  8.  It.  8. 
"IIou.  Geo.  S.  Poutwi^ll, 

'■^  iSecretary  of  the  Trcosuri/,  Wasliiiuiton,  I).  C. 
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The  certainty  that  the  seals  caught  in  the  North  Pacific  are  in  facta 
])ortion  of  tlu'  Pribilof  herd,  and  tliat  all  are  born  and 
reared  for  the  first  few  months  upon  the  ishiiidsof  that  y^^^  "'  N"-""*"™ 
group,  naturally  leads  the  observer  to  reganl  them  as 
(piite  domesticated  and  belonging  upon  their  island  ho;ne.  The  more 
orderly  way  to  describe  them,  therefore,  would  be  to  (commence  with 
llieir  birth  upon  the  island  and  the  Ix^ginning  of  their  migrations  rather 
tiiiin  at  the  end  of  some  one  of  their  annual  rounds  away  from  home. 

I  gather,  too,  from  fui'ther  research  that  the  nature  of  their  food  and 
the  source  whence  it  is  obtained  aie  better  understood      ^ ^^ .^ 
tliiiii   formerly.     It  is  well  known  that  tln^  bulls  eat 
nothing  during  the  rutting  season  and  while  taking  ciii-e  of  their  harems 
on  the  islands.    The  cows,  however,  go  and  come  at  v,  ill  aft«!r  tln^  pups 
are  dropped,  and  may  be  found  in  large  numbers  with  the  mammary 
glands  distended  with  milk  many  mihis  from  the  breed- 
ing grouinls.    The  i)ups  are  not  able  to  go  witli  their 
niotliers  and  drown  if  by  mischance  they  are  thrown  into  the  sea  be- 
fore they  are  three  or  four  weeks  «dd.    They  stay  with  the  bnlls  on  the 
breeding  grounds  until  about  six  or  seven  weeks  old 
before  learning  to  swim.    The  fur-seals  of  the  north,  ^^J^;,','"*  •"""■•"g  u. 
unlike  the  hair  seals,  do  not  seem  to  like  the  severe 
cold  weather  an<l  ice  of  the  north,  for  they  migrate  to  the  southward 
ui>on  its  approach,  while  those  inhabiting  the  tropics,  as  at  the  ilalla- 
]>agos  Islands,  leave  the  islands  perhaps,  but  do  not  go,  so  far  as  is 
known,  to  any  great  distance.     I  have  no  doubt  the 
northern  seals  of  the  I'ribilof  Islands  sprejwl  over  a  jjOTtS'^i.^!",/,'!  '" 
very  wide  extent  of  the  North  Pacific  in  winter.    They 
are  occasicmally  seen  lar  oft"  from  land,  but  are  mnch  more  numerous 
witikin  soundings.    Their  food  is  mainly  fish,  an«i  they  are  naturally 
found  where  that  is  most  abundant.     Seal-hunters  say  an«l  statistics 
show  that  where  lish  are  most  i)lentifnl,  as  in  latitude  'ht'^  to  ;>(P  north, 
in  liering  Sea,  on  the  Shumagin  Hanks  off  the  Alaskan  l*eninsula,  ami 
off  the  entrance  to  the  Straits  of  Fuca,  there  the  best  catches  of  seals 
are  made. 

lip  to  nearly  the  time  my  work  was  published,  little  was  known 
about  marine  seal  fishing.  It  was  mostly  <'ontined  to  the  IndiaTis.  A 
lew  vessels  wer<'  engaged  in  the  tiadc  from  Victoria,  but  cnit  no  ligun^ 
in  commerce.  The  price  of  skins  was  comparatively  low,  and  no  gn-at 
induc<Mnents  were-  olferctl  to  go  into  the  business.  It  was  when  jirices 
advanced,  and  whit«^llun'  rs  acipiired  tlu^  skill  of  following  the  move- 
ments of  th(i  seals  ar,d  in  sliootiiig  from  a  boat,  that  the  real  danger  of 
t\u'  extermination  of  the  species  iK'came  a])pai'eiit.  The  n^cords  of  the 
I'ribilof  Islands  show  that  not  many  seals  wvvv  left  on  the  rookeries 
about  1840  to  IM~>.  uid  very  few  then  appeared  in  the  vi<'iiiity  of 
the  British  (J(.Iauibia  coast.  As  those  rookeries  incieased  so  the  ''  Vic- 
toria catch"  increased,  and  amounted  to  about  o,()(M)  skiiis  in  l<S(i!). 
(Marin*'  Mammals,  p.  l~)l.) 

Til"  annihilation  of  many  rookeries  ibrmerly  existing  Iti  different  parts 
of  '■      world    has  heretofore   been    accomplisiied    oy 
wasteful,  ami   sometimes  want^)n,  destruction  (m  the  „,jt"'iV.ok.'Hr.s.""  "^ 
land.     Now,  the  only  known  rookeiies  <>f  an,v  size  are 
guarded,  and  the  vandals  can  not  reach  tnem;  but  they  seem  to  have 
fouufl  methods  of  destruction  almost  as  ett'ectnal  as  a     „  ,   ,, 

111  1    ii  1  -11  II  1  .■    .1  Protflctlim    iieoes- 

seal  club,  and  they  kill  as  cruelly  and  wastelully  as  Hnry. 

they  forniei'ly  did  on  land.     Other  animals  of  less  use 

to  mankind  than  the  seals  are  protected  by  a  close       •■««"»«•   emaes. 
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season,  or  some  other  restriction,  to  save  them  from  slaujjhter  when 
breeding,  but  nearly  all  the  seals  killed  in  the  water  are  motiiors  with 
younp:. 

Bering  Sea  seems  to  be  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  fur- 
seals.  Its  climate  is  moist,  the  sun  rarely  shines  in  summer,  and  the 
water  abounds  in  dsh.  llere  also  pelagic  seal  hunters  tind  their  best 
opportunity.  They  can  stay  about  where  they  please  under  cover  of 
the  fog  aiul  <lefy  any  guard-ship  to  detect  tliem.  Tiie  range  of  the 
seals  is  very  broad,  and  it  is  imiHissible  to  watch  every  sijuare  mile. 
The  only  way  to  stop  the  destruction  of  the  rookeries  is  to  stop  ju'ltigic 
sealing.  If  it  is  cruel  and  wasteful  to  destroy  a  whole  species  of  uselul 
breeding  animals,  it  is  just  as  cruel  and  wasteful,  in  proportion,  to  kill 
a  few  of  th(!m.     Why  should  any  be  killed  i 

I  do  not  believe  any  partial  measure  of  protection  will  stop  the  deple- 
tion of  tlie  rookeries.     If  vessels  may  be  htted  out  with 
necSiy!*  '"®**^'"®*  the  paraphernalia  for  seal  hunting,  and  skins  brougiit 
into  port  and  sold  with  impunity,  the  hunters  will  man- 
age by  hook  or  crook  to  evade  any  restriction. 

C.  M.  SCAMMON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  lOth  day  of  May,  A.  1).  18t)2. 
[l.  S.J  Clement  HEMNirrr, 

Notary  L'libliv. 


Deposition  of  Peter  Siincs,  sealer  {steward). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Peter  Simes,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  reside  in 

San  Francisco.    My  occui)ation  is  that  of  steward.     I  made  one  s<ial 

Experience.  ^"8"  voyagc  iu  1890  ou  the  British  schooiu^r  Umhrina, 

i-vibrina.'im.        of  wliicli   Capt.   Campbell   was   master.     We   sailecl 

Sealing «trcoa»t.      f^.^j^^   Victoria,  British   Columbia,  April  8,  and  went 

right  up  the  coast  until  we  got  to  Sand  Point,  sealing  all  the  way  up. 

We  caught  280  seals  going  up.     When  we  got  there  we  met  one  of  the 

cutters,  and  it  gave  us  orders  not  to  go  in  the  Bering 

wariuMi  off.  Sea.    We  laid  tliere  a  week  and  returned,  sealing  all 

females  taken.  the  Way  down.     \\  e  iuul  .Uo  skins  wlien  we  arrived  here. 

Mostly  all  of  them  were  females  heavy  with  puj)  asleep 

on  the  watei",  and  we  killed  them  with  shotguns.     We  got  back  in  the 

second  week  of  July.     Tiie  captain,  mate,  and  myself  went  out  several 

times  with  the  stern  boat,  and  we  killed  15  th(^  lir.st  time  we  went  out. 

1  think  we  went  out  that  way  three  (tr  four  times,  and  we  usually  got 

^  ,    ,,.,  about  one  out  of  four  killed.     I  recollect  one  dav  when 

Waste  of  life.  i         i-         i       i  ii  j.  ^  't  i  i. 

we  were  huntin;.';  bad  weather  set  up,  and  we  did  not 
get  any  seals.  In  good  weather  we  got  more  seals  than  we  did  in  bail 
weather. 

Peter  Simes. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  (Jth  day  of  A])ril,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Nf    :  y  Pi{hli>u 
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Deposition  of  Janes  Sloan,  scaler, 
pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Cai-ieoknia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

James  81oan,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  in 
San  Francisco.    I  am  by  occupation  a  seanuui.    I  made 
three  voyages  to  Bering  Sea.    My  first  voyage  was  on     f-iyii^g^'yigi  1371 
the  Flyinff  Mist,  of  which  Oapt.  Saddler  was  nmster; 
the  next  was  on  the  I'enelope,  of  which  Capt.  Littlejohn  was  master, 
and  my  next  was  in  the  schooner  Arctic,  of  which  Cai)t.  Brassey 
was  master.    We  sailed  from  here  on  the  Flying  Mist  on  the  17th 
day  of  April,   1871,   and  caught  altogether  on   that   voyage  about 
875  seals,  of  which  a  large  majority  were  either  females 
with  pups  or  with  their  breasts  full 'of  milk 
flowing  on  the  deck  when  we  were  skinning  them.     We 
had  six  boats,  four  men  to  a  boat;  two  boat  pullers,  steerer,  and  hunter. 
We  used  rifles  for  shooting.    On  my  next  trip,  in  1881,  I  saihid  from 
Yokohama,  Japan,  on  the  Fenelnpe,  leaving  there  about 
]\Ii»rcli,  under  the  British  flag,  going  to  the  Okhotsk 
Sea,  sealing  there  about  a  month;  but  we  only  caught 
two  seals,  and  then  went  to  Bering  Sea,  entering  it  about  the  22d  of 
May.    We  caught  707  seals  in  Bering  Sea  that  year,  from  30  to  150 
miles  oft  the  seal  islands.    The  most  of  them  were  fe- 
males, for  the  reason  that  they  are  not  as  cute  and  ^^^'"stiy  ii males  tak- 
wihl  as  the  males, 

A  great  many  of  the  female  seals  had  their  breasts  full  of  milk,  which 
wouhl  run  out  on  the  deck  when  we  skinned  them.     My  orders  were  to 
kill  them   indiscrimiuiitely,  everything  I  ran  across. 
It  is  impossible  to  tell  a  female  from  a  male  in  the  water,     rn«u«orimin!ite  kiii- 
uiiless  it  is  an  old  bull.     We  had  six  boats  on  board,  '"if",   •  ■  .• 
cacli  boat  having  a  boat  puller,  a  hunter,  and  a  steerer.  awi.,  in  wat.r. 
We  used  shotguns  mostly,  except  for  long  range  we     Al'cli;.',''|h8'j!^''" 
Msrd  rifles.     My  third  voyage  was  in  188'.).     I  sailed 
fro;i<  Yokohama  on  the  Arctic  about  the  latt(!r  j>art  of  January.     We 
('Kui  cd  (inder  the  American  flag,  and  went  to  the  Okhotsk  Sea  and  sealed 
.'lier^'    bout  two  months.     We  got  there  some  500  seals,  of  which  more 
ni.iU  anc-half  were  females,  and  tlie  most  of  them  had 
pups  iit  them.    We  entered  Bering  Sea  about  the  17th     iKMn!e'i?,'Vs.>i.. 
of  r'ay,  .i?!d  caught  about  000  seals,  the  most  of  them     Majoiiiypregnai'it 
•VMi- .1.  uie  fishing  banks,  just  ncuth  of  the  Aleutian  '''^'""*'"•• 
Islands.     The  majority  of  tiieiii  were  mother  seals.     Wv  had  nine  boats, 
four  on  one  side  and  live  on  the  other.     Each  boat  had  three  men.     We 
used  shotguns  on  that  trip  also,  once  in  a  while  using  a  rifle  for  long 


T  a-t\v  if       Mostly  pregnaut  fo- 
1  saw  It    ^^gy  taken 


Penelope,  1HH4. 
Entcri'd  UoringSoa. 


range.     I  think  the  average  hunter  gets  about  one  or 


Waste  of  life. 
Lydia,  1H!)I. 


two  out  of  every  five  or  six  that  he  kills  or  wounds. 
1  made  a  whaling  voyage  to  Bering  Sea  last  year, 
where  1  remained  for  live  months.  1  was  foiiith  mate  of  the  bark  [jt/ilia, 
1  took  v«'ry  great  interest  in  the  seals,  because  1  used  to  hunt  them 
i'ty^elf,  and  1  noticed  a  great  decrease  in  the  number 
M  -^eals  from  what  there  was  formerly,  when  1  was  on 
at  aling  voyages.  Jt  was,  in  fact,  so  marked  that  1  called  the  captain's 
attention  to  it,  saying  that  we  liad  seen  very  few  seals.  Thev  have 
been  getting  scarcer  every  year  since  I  have  been  going  to  lleiiiig 
Sea,  and  if  something  is  not  done  right  away  to  protect  tlieui  their  will 


DciTOttse. 


m 


1 


I'.  >■ 


\i'' 


1$ 


SI 

Pa 


fli  1 

4 


iic 


i  ■! 


11' 


i 


•I 


4V8 


TESTIMONY 


be  no  more  seals  in  tlicse  waters.    I  know  as  a  fact  that  they  are  kill- 
ing tiuMii  iiidiscriininately,  and  all  the  hunters  care 
^^in.ii8crimin«tekiii-  .^y^^^^^^  j^  j^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^^     j  j.,j^j^^,  something  about  it, 

as  I  have  been  sailing  from  this  coast  np  along  those 
waters  for  nineteen  years,  and,  as  I  said  before,  I  paid  particular  atten- 
tion to  tiieni,  and  I  flrnily  believe  if  they  allow  the 
tJn"'^'^  "*''™"°''    killing  in  the  sea  to  go  on  as  they  are  now  doing  it 
will  only  be  a  question  of  a  few  years  before  there  will 
not  be  enough  to  pay  anyone  to  hunt  them.    I  do  not  know  of  any 
otlier  place  on  our  coast  where  the  seals  haul  up  except 
laiuu.*^  °"^^  ""  "■  at  the  seal  islands.    1  do  not  believe  a  seal  can  be  born 
in  the  water  and  live. 

James  Sloan. 
Subscribed  and   sworn  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  April,  A.  J). 
1S92. 
[seal].  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fuhlic. 


Migration. 


Dcjpositi       f  William  H.  Hmith,  scaler  (?Mfl,?fc»'). 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

William  IT.  Smith,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  sind  says:  I  am  by 
occuitation  a  seaman  and  seal  hunter.  Have  been  en- 
gaged  in  catching  seals  in  the  Xorth  Facitic  Ocean  for 

fourteen  years  and  one  season  in  Bering  Sea.    HaveH)een  mate  and 

captain  while  sealing.  First  seal  seen  and  taken  by  me  were  off  the 
Colun.oia  River  in  January  and  February.  The  seal 
at  that  time  were  traveling  north.     Spear  is  mostly 

used  l)y  the  Makah  Indians.      Farther  north  the  shotgun  is   usecl. 

Very  few  .are  lost  when  struck  with  a  spear.  About  GO  per  cent  are 
lost  when  shotgun  is  used.      Most  of  the  seals  taken 

fonmios  taken""""*  ^rc  fcnuilcs  with  youug.  Very  few  males  are  taken  on 
the  coast.     I  have  taken  000  seals  in  one  season 

and  <mly  3  male  seals   were    among    them.     A    few  yearlings    are 

taken,  mostly  females.  Sex  of  seal  can  not  be  distinguished  in  the 
water.  We  use nodiscrimination  in  hunting ; shootevery 
seal  that  comes  neai-  the  boat.  Seal  are  most  always 
shot  in  the  head  if  it  is  possible;  if  not,  they  are  shot  in 

the  body  where  exposed.    The  indiscriminate  killing  of  female  seals 

in  Bering  Sea  will  very  soon  destroy  the  herd.    Have 

No  peiaRK!  birth,      jipyt^j.  known  of  pup  sculs  bciug  bom  in  the  water,  nor 

anywhere  else  (m  the  coast  outside  of  the  Bribilof  Islands.  Have 
never    heard   of   fur-seals  hauling  n\)  on  the  coast 

whlrrhaZlpi^  elsewhere  than  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.     Have  taken 

isi;';"'"-  female  seals  in  Bering  Sea  about  145  miles  from  the 

Pribilof  Islands.    I  think  that  pelagic  seal  hunting 

in  Bering  Sea  should  be  stopped. 

Wm.  H.  Smith. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  ^tutcs  Treasury  Agent. 


Indiacriniinate  kill 
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C'litcli   of  m'iUs. 
MoHtly  prcKiiuiit  fo- 
nink'S  tukt'D. 
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Deposition  of  E.  W.  Soron,  sealer  [muster). 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 
STATJii   »»i<    OALIl'ORNIA, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 
E.  W.  Horoii,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  by 
occupation  'i  seaman.  I  reside  in  San  Fnuu;isco.  I 
was  in  the  North  Tacific  in  1888,  (m  board  the  City  of 
San  Dicjfo,  as  mate.  We  left  San  Francisco  in  Feb- 
ruary and  lishod  all  the  way  up  to  Kodiak  Island. 
We  canglit  about  475  seals  and  about  40  otters.  To 
the  best  of  my  judgment  the  greatest  portion  of  these 
were  cows  heavy  with  young.  We  could  see  the  milk  running  out  of 
their  teats  wlien  they  weri^  skinned.  I  saw  pui)s  inside  of  the  seals 
that  we  cut,  and  we  saved  some  of  them  and  fed  them.  We  hunted 
with  shotgnns  and  ritles,  and  killed  most  of  the  seals 
when  they  were  asleej)  on  the  water,  an<l  we  only  got 
about  one  out  of  five  killed.  I  can  not  tell  the  sex  of 
the  seal  'm  the  water  unless  he  is  au  old  bull.  A 
hunter  '  ill  blaze  away  at  anything  he  sees  in  the  water.  The  seals 
are  giadually  being  killed  oft"  bv  the  hunters,  and 
something  sliouhl  be  done  to  protect  them  and  stop  ga^y':'**'"""  ""'"'^■ 
the  killing  of  fenuile  seals  or  they  wdl  soon  be  all  gone. 

E.  W.   SOBON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  0th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[SEAL.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Waste  of  life. 
Cuu  nut  tvll  Hex  In 
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Deposition  of  Cyrus  Stephens,  sealer  {boat-puller). 

PELAGIC   sealing. 

State  of  Califoknia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Franeiseo,  ss. 

Cyrus  Stephens,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:   lam 
working  at  calking  vessels  at  the  present  tinu',    I  was 
em])loyed  on  sealing  vessels  in  the  Xorth   Pacific  in      Kx|).ii.iin'. 
1888  as  cabin  boy  and  boat  puller.     1  made  two  voy-   im%%:wMt!%Z: 
ages   to    tlu^  North  Tacilic;   first  in  the  City  of  San 
jyieyo  and  the  next  iu  the  C.  (I.  White,  in  1S!K).     We  left  here  with  the 
City  of  San  Diego  in  February  of  1888  and  arrived  in  the  Bering  Sea 
in  Wune,  1888.    As  soon  as  wm;  got  into  the  ocean  we 
(commenced  shooting  seals  and  continued  sliooting  all 
the  way  uj)  to  the  Aleutian  Islands.     The  seals  became 
more  i)lentiful  as  we  were  going  north.    We  caught  about  OoO  seals 
during  that  voyage.    We  killed  a  portion  oi  them  in  the  Bering  Sea. 
We  killed  one  large  bull  that  1  recollect,  and  the  rest 
were  nearly  all  fenmles  with  pup  or  mothers  giving     Mostiv  pregnant fe. 
milk.    Au  ordinary  hunter  will  not  get  mftre  than  one     wa.st.>  of  iifo. 
seal  out  of  fcmr  that  he  shoots  at,  and  not  more  than  „,|,*"r.""*  ''""'^   ^ 
one  out  of  two  that  he  kills,  and  sometimes  not  that. 
I  have  never  seen  auy  young  pups  in  the  water.     I  do  not  think  they 
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breed  in  the  water.  I  never  s.aw  any  seals  on  the  land  as  we  went 
gilong  the  coast.  I  think  on  the  first  voyage  when  I  was  in  the  iSan 
J>iepo  we  were  in  tlie  Jiering  8ea  abont  a  montli  and  a  lialf,  but  when 
I  was  on  board  tlie  C.  (i.  White  we  did  not  go  in  the  Bering  Sea  at  all. 
1  do  not  know  wiiat  distance  we  were  from  the  islands  of  St.  I'aul  and 

St.  (ieorge.     I  do  not  know  mnch  abont  the  particular 
Uucr^iio"'  habits  of  tlie  seals  exccjit  that  they  go  north  in  summer 

ami  south  in  winter.  1  think  the  seals  are  decreasing 
in  number  all  the  time,  bccaust;  there  are  more  vessels  out  hu'iting  after 
them  and  are  killing  off  the  female  seals. 

Cykus  Stephens. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Ith  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  JJennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Depositions  of  G.  SnndraU,  George  Ball,  and  William  Ilenson,  scalers. 

PELAGIC   sealing. 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  24th  day  of  February,  1S92,  at  my 
ottice,  i'M  California  street,  in  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco, 
State  of  Ca'ifornia,  before  me,  ('lement  Bennett  a  notary  luiblic  in  and 
for  said  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  California,  '  uly 
appointed  and  commissioned  to  administer  oaths,  personally  apix-ared 
G.  Suiulvall,  George  Ball,  and  William  Ilenson,  who,  being  first  by  uie 
duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Capt.  G.  Sltndyall  having  been  duly  sworn,  testifiedVis  follows: 

TheXoTAUY: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,   residence,   and  occupation? — A.  My 
name  is  Gustave  Snndvall;  I  am  37  years  of  age;  oc- 
Expcnonco.  cupatiou,  sca  captaiu,  and  am  residing  at  i)resent  at 

Oakland,  Cal. 
ii.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  United  States? — A.  I  am. 
(f.  VVliat  State  are  you  a  resident  of? — A.  I  am  a  resident  of  the 
State  of  California. 
Q.  Have  yim  been  engaged  in  catching  seals  in  the  Pacific  and  Ber- 
„  ,    .       ,.  ing  Sea,  and  for  how  long? — A.  I  have  been  engaged 

in  catching  seals  iu  the  Facific  and  Bering  Sea  for  a 
number  of  years. 

(^.  Do  you  know  of  what  sex  the  seals  were  that  you  have  taken  in 
the  Bering  Sea  ? — A.  Females. 

Q.  What  i)erceiitage  of  the  skins  you  have  taken  were 
cows? — A.  About  '.)(>  per  cent  or  more. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  cows  ycm  have  taken 
were  with  lui])? — A.  Well,  I  should  judge  about  two- 
thirds,  anyhow. 

Q.  When  does  sealing  commence  in  the  I'acific,  and 
when  does  it  end ' — A.  It  begins  the  1st  of  January, 
uj)  to  about  the  1st  of  July. 
Q.  When  does  sealing  comnu'nce  in  the  Bering  Sea,  and  what  date 
does  it  t^nd  ? — A.  From  the  loth  of  .Inly  until  the  1st  of  November. 
(}.  What  percentage  of  seals  are  taken  compared  to  those  you  destroy 
AViMi,. nt  lit.-  "'  doing  so;  in  other  words,  liow  many  do  you  actually 

get  out  of  those  you  shoot? — A.  I  guess  we  get  hardly 
two-thirds  of  what  we  shoot. 
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Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  first  started  in  the  business,  and 
was  inexperienced  in  hunting,  that  you,  like  all  other  beginiuMS,  de- 
stroyed a  much  larger  prop(U'tion  than  you  do  now: — A.  It  is, 

t^.  Are  the  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  asleep  on  the  wat -r  or  awake,  and 
if  awake,  do  you  shoot  at  tiu'ni  wiiile  breeching? — A.  Ves,  sir;  if  they 
are  breaching  I  generally  sh<tot  at  them,  but  if  they  are  sleeping  1  gener- 
ally take  them  at  first  while  asleej),  of  course. 

i}.  Have  you  ever  seen  seals  born  in  the  water,  and  is  it  your  opinion 
that  it  is  i>ossible  for  tliem  to  be  born  in  tli<^  water? —      ^.    , 
A.  it  Ks  unpossilui'  for  seals  to  Ix^  l»orn  in  the  water. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  i)lact'  where  seals  laml  out- 
side of  the  seal  islands? — A.  1  «lo  not  know  of  any 
l»!ace;  no,  sir. 

Q.  lias  there  been  any  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  seals  as  com- 
pared to   previous   years? — A.  There  has  lieen  a  de-        ,,.,.... ^ 
erease;  from  the  tinu',  1  started  sealing  I  guess  there  has 
been  a  decrease  (d"2;">  per  cent. 

Q.  If  there  is  a  decrease,  to  what  do  you  attributti  it? — A.  On  aeeouut 
of  so  nuu'h  extermination  and  hunting  l>ythe  seal  hunters. 

(>.   Do  the  i)Ui)s  i)erish  with  the  cows  that  vou  kill? —      ,.      ,    ^ 
A.  The   pups    always   i)erish  with   the  cows  that  are 
killed;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  your  o[>inion  if  sealing  (tontiniu's  unrestri<'ted  that  they  will 
be  soon  extenninated"? — A.  It  is  my  oi)iniou  that  if      , 
sealing  continues  as  usual  they  will  be  S(»ou  ext(^rmi-    ,,|fi,o*nt7''"''''^'''"  "" 
nated,  and  not  before  a  great  while,  either. 

Q.  In  your  opinion  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  |)rot<H't  the  cows  in  th^^ 
Bering  Sea  to  prevent  the  heid  from  l>eing  externnuated?     If  so,  for 
what  months  in  the  vear? — A.  it  is  absolutelv  ni^-es-      ,,   ,    ,. 
sary  to  i)rote(!t  the  e<»ws,  in  order  to  i>revent  seals  lieing  sary. 
'       ■      '    ' ^     the  1st  of 
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Q.  Do  you  generally  shoot  seals  with  a  rille  or  a  shotgun,  and  if  the 
latter,  with  buckshot  or  fine  shot'? — A.  I  generally  sho(>t  them  with  a 
shotgun  loaded  with  buckshot  if  asleep;  if  awake  we  generally  shoot 
them  with  a  rifle. 

Q.  -ludging  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  traveling  duiing  your 
exi»erien(!e,  where  do  you  suppose  was  their  destination? — A.  I  can  m)t 
tell  their  destimition,  but  I  should  Judge  they  went 
south  in  the  fall  fro'u  15  to  .")0()  miles  offshore,  and  in 
the  spring  they  travel  to  the  northward  from  fi  to  100  miles  offshore. 

i).  In  order  to  preserve  tin;  seals,  do  you  think  it  absolutely  n«'ces- 
sary  to  stop  all  killing  in  tln^  water  of  the  Bering  Sea? — A,  Yes,  sir;  I 
think  it  absolutely  iu^(M'ssary,  in  onbir  to  protect  the 
seals,  to  stop  all  killing  of  «'ows  in  the  Bering  Sea? 

Q.  Do  you  think  of  anything  else  that  is  <»f  value  in 
regard  to  this  seal  qui'-stion,  tiiat  I  have  not  asked  you;  anything  you 
would  like  to  say;  you  can  give  your  o|>inion  about  it. — A,  I  have  no 
nnne  to  say  than  what  I  have  alrea«ly  said. 

Capt.  GUSTAVE   SUxMDVALL. 


.Vlmiliitd  |)rii  li  i  I)  i- 
tiidi  ni'icHsiiiv. 


Capt.  Geouge  Baf.l,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

The  NoTATiY: 
Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  rcsuleneo,  and  oe(!upa-   ^ J|^''"r;,'oni>ii,8oacnp. 
tlon? — A.  My  name  is  George  Ball;  age,  12;  residence 
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ut  pH'sent,  San  Francisco,  (Jal. ;  ocinipatioii,  nia.ster  anrt  hunter  of 
Hoals. 

Q.  Are  .voii  a  citi/en  of  the  llnilcd  States? — A.  1  am. 

Q.  Wliat  State,  are  you  a  resident  of? — A.  f  am  ii.  native  of  Connee- 
ticnt  and  a  resident  of  the  State  of  California  f«)r  tiie  last  twenty-seven 
years. 

Q.  Have  you  been  en{;iijjje«l  in  eatehinj,'  seals  in  the  Pacific  and  Uer- 
injj  Sea,  and  for  how  lonj;? — A.   I  have  bet'U  enj;ay;ed 


IVlaKu;  H(^uliii);. 


in  sealinij  in  the  Pacific;  and  Bering'  Sea  off  and  «mi  for 


Ninety  per  ceut  ib- 
males. 


Nearly  all  i>nigiiiiiit. 


SciiliiiK  aoason. 


a  number  of  years  past;  constantly  during  the  sealing  season  for  the 
hist  few  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  what  s(\\  the  seals  were  that  you  have  taken  in 
the  Tacific  and  JJering  Sj^af — A.  Yes;  I  liave  taken  both  male  and  fe- 
male seals,  bnt  I  siijjpose  the  greater  per  cent  that  I 
have  taken  wouhl  be  about  Oo  i)er  cent  females,  or 
even  more, 
Q.  What  percentage  of  the  skins  you  have  taken  wore  cows? — A. 
About  00  per  cent,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  bulls  are  not  migra- 
tive. 
Q.  What  percentage  of  tlie  cows  you  have  taken  were  with  i)up? — 
A.  About  99  per  cent  of  the  cows  taken  were   with 
pup;  there  may  be  one  in  a  liundred  that  is  either  with- 
•jut  pup  or  has  had  one. 
Q.  When  does  sealing  commence  in  the  Pacific,  and  when  does  it 
end? — A.  Sealing  practi(;ally  <M>mmences  there  in  Jan- 
uary, and  it  i)ractically  ends  between  the  25th  of  dune 
ami  the  5th  of  July.    The  latest  I  ever  hunted  was  about  the  5th  of 
July,  and  with  very  indifferent  success. 

il.  When  does  sealing  commence  in  the  Bering  Sea,  nnd  wluit  date 
does  it  end? — A.  Sealing  commences  in  the  Bering  Sea  about  the  5th 
of  July  aiul  ends  in  November,  with  heavy  weather;  that  is,  it  is  ended 
about  October  or  the  last  of  Xovember  by  reason  of  the  bad  weather 
not  permitting  any  hunting  of  seals. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  seals  are  taken  compared  to  those  you  destroy 
in  doiii  X  so;  in  otiier  words,  how  many  do  you  actually  get  out  of  those 
you  shoot? — A.  If  we  get  three  s«ni1s  out  of  every  tiv«! 
we  consider  it  doing  very  good  work^  and  so  I  believe 
do  all  hunters,  even  the  best  of  the  hunters. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  first  startcid  in  the  business  and 
was  inexperienced  in  liuiiting  that  you,  like  all  other  beginners,  de 
stroyed  a  much  larger  proportion  than  you  do  m)W? — A.  Undoubtedly 
we  did  destroy  a  much  larger  proportion  than  w<>-  do  now. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake; 
and,  if  awake,  do  you  shoot  at  them  while  breeohing? — A.  Mostly  they 
are  asleep,  especially  while  they  have  their  pups;  but  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  shooting  done  while  they  are  awake  and  breeching,  but  with 
less  chance;  of  getting  them,  to  l)e  sure. 

Q.  Ilave  you  ever  seen  any  seals  born  in  the  water,  and  is  it  your 

opinion  tliat  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  born  in  the 

water? — A.  No,  sir;  they  are  not  like  sea-otter,  thvy 

being  born  in  the  water.    A  seal  is  Just  as  helpless  in  the  water,  until 

they  are  about  six  weeks  or  two  months  old,  as  a  child. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  place  wiiere  seals  land  outside  of  the  seal 

islands? — A.  The  seals  are  found  only  on  certain  is- 

°"  lands,  where  they  migrate  from  year  to  year  for  the 

purpose  of  breeding,  throwing  their  pups. 
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Q.  Has  there  been  any  decreiise  in  the  qnantity  of  seals  as  (^>iupHred 
to  previous  years? — A,  There  hits  been  a  derided  de- 
crease.    Vessels  that   used   to   get  with   exjierieneed      ^''•'■'■''"^♦^'' 
hunters  3,0(K)  or  4,(KK>  in  a  season,  now  get  with  experienced  hunters 
less  than  half  of  that  number. 

Q.  To  what  do  yon  attribute  that  decreasi^? — A.  I 
attribute  the  decrease  to  the  indiscriminate  slaughter  i,i!i'i"[,','"' ''''"'""** 
of  the  seals. 

Q.  Do  the   imps    perish    with   the  cows    that  you 
kill  I— A.  Certainly,  they  do.  '  "'"''""*• 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion,  if  sealing  <'ontinnes  unrestricted,  that  they 
will  soon  be  exterminati'd  ? — A.  They  will,  in  my  opini(»n,  not  be  entirely 
exterminated  shouhl  scaling  continue  there  as  usual,  but  it  will  make 
the  business  of  seal  catching  so  nnproHtable  that  no  one  will  desire  to 
engage  in  it,  1  think. 

i).  In  your  opinion,  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  jinitect  the  cows  in 
in  the  l»cring  Sea,  to  i)rev«'nt  the  herd  from  being  ex- 
terminated?    If  so,  f<»r  what  months  in  tlie  year?— A.   «,,j.y"'" ''""  "'•""'• 
Jt  is  my  opinion  that  it  is  ai)Solut«-ly  necessary  to  j)r(»- 
icct  the  cows  in  the  liering  iSea  during  the  entire  year  for  a  period  of 
years. 

Q.  Do  yon  generally  shoot  seals  with  a  rifle  or  shotgun,  and  if  the 
latter,  with  buckshot  or  tine  shot? — A.  We  use  both,  but  principally 
with  a  shotgun  loaded  with  Xo.  H  shot,  heavy  biu'kshot. 

Q.  .fudging  l»y  the  direction  that  seals  were  traveling  during  your 
experience,  where  <lo  you  suppost^  was  tlieir  destina-      »,„,,• 
tion? — A.  In  the  fall  of  the  year  tlu^y  leave  their  rook-        ";'«'<•" 
cries  and  travel  to  a  warmer  cliuuitc,  traveling  from  5  miles  to  1(H)  miles 
oft'shore. 

Q.  Do  you  think  of  anything  else  that  is  of  value  iti  regard  to  this 
seal  question  tlmt  I  have  not  aski'd  you,  and  if  any- 
thing you  would  like  to  say,  you  can  give  your  opinion   ,j/i"\'," 4^1"!,% ''"'"'''"■ 
about  it? — A.  Well,  I  think  it  is  ]Moi»cr  for  the  interests 
of  .sealing  in  those  waters  that  the  Government  should  take  immediate 
action  in  the  protection  of  seaH  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

Geo.  Ball. 


William  IIenson,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testi-      ,„.„. 

„,,.■,,  7  o  <r  7  Williiiin  He  II  .son 

fled  as  follows:  seaitT. 

The  Notary: 

Q.  What  is  ycmr  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupation? — A.  My 
name  is  William  Ilensoii;  1  am  M  years  old;  I  n'side  in  this  city;  I 
liave  been  occujued  in  seal  limiting  for  about  eight  y;'ars. 

Q.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  lliiitc<l  States? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  State  are  you  a  resident  of? — A.  The  State  of  California. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  what  sex  the   seals  were  that     „   „ 

1  i.    1  •       il        i>      •»■  ID-  L5        »       *  Miwtly  prj-Kiiaiit  fe^ 

you  have  taken  in  the  I'acihc  and  fJering  Sea? — A.  nmifs  tuk.m. 
Two-thirds  of  them  are  females. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  skins  you  have  taken  were  cows? — A. 
Two  thirds,  I  should  say. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  cows  you  have  taken  were  with  pup? — 
A.  At  least  (50  per  cent  were  with  pup. 

Q.  When  does  sealing  commence  in  the  PiU'Jfic  find     s^np^g^, 
when  does  it  end  ? — A.  Sealing  commences  in  the  i'a-     "     '"*''  "*^"*'"' 
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ciflc  about  the  1st  of  Jamiiiry  and  ends  about  tlio  last  of  Juno. 

Q.  VVliendites  waliiij;  coiiimoure  in  tlie  llrrin;;  St-a  and  when  does 
it  end? — A.  It  connnences  in  Mie  IJerinjf  Sea  about  tlie  1st  of  July  and 
ends  about  the  1st  of  November. 

Q.  What  percentaj'e  of  seals  are  taken  eoui]>ared  with  those  yun  de- 
stroy in  doin;;  so;  in  otluM"  wonis,  how  nnmy  do  you 
actually  j;et  out  of  thosi;  y<»u  shoot? — A.  We  get  about 
two-thirds  of  those  we  shoot. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  first  started  in  the  business  and 
was  inexiterieneed  in  hunting,  that  you,  like  all  other  beginners,  de- 
stroyed a  much  larger  proportion  than  you  now  d(»? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

l^.  Are  the  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  asleep  on  tin;  water  or  awake; 

and  if  awake,  do  you  shoot  at  them  while  hrt'cj-hing? — A.  We  take 

the  sleejiers  first,  and  we  also  shoot  at  them  while  breeching. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  seals  born  in  the  water,  and  is  it  your 

opinion  that  it  is  j)ossible  for  them  U>  l)e  born  in  the 

water? — A.  1  think  it  imi)ossible  for  seals  to  be  born 

in  the  water. 

^     ,    ,       . ,    ,       Q.  Do  von  know  of  any  phn-e  where  seals  land,  out- 
Land  only  on  islnndR.    •  t        .•j.i"  i-i        i«4ii  ^  • 

snle  ot  the  seal  islands? — A.  I  do  not;  no  sir. 
Q.  lias  there  been  any  tleei-ease  in  the  quantity  of  seals  as  compared 
to  previous   years? — A.  I    think    there    has    been   a 
Decipase.  de«!rease  of  seals  as  <!oin pared  to  previous  years  of 

about  25  i»er  cent  (tr  nuae. 
Q.  If  there  is  a  decrease,  to  what  do  you  attril>ute  it? — A.  1  attribute 
it  to  the  extermination  by  inexperiencu'd  hunters. 

Q.  Do  the  pups  perish  with  the  cows  that  you  kill? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  they  do.  \ 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion  if  sealing  <!ontinues  unrestricted  iliat  they  will 
be  soon  exterminated. — A.  1  am  of  that  oi)inion;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the  cows  in 
the  Bering  8ca  to  prevent  the  herd  from  being  exter- 
minated; if  so,  for  what  months  in  the  year? — A.  I 
think  it  necessary  to  protect  the  cows  in  the  Uering  Sea 
from  the  first  of  .luly  to  the  last  of  November,  in  order  to  protect 
them  from  being  exterminated. 

Q.  Do  you  generally  shoot  seals  with  a  rifle  or  shotgun,  and  if  the  lat- 
ter, with  buckshot  or  line  shot? — A.  We  generally  shoot  the  seals  with 
buckshot  if  we  are  ch)se  enough;  if  not,  we  shoot  them  with  a  rifle. 
Q.  Judging  by  the  direction  tliat  seuls  were  traveling  in  the  spring 
of  the  year  during  youi-  experience,  where  do  you  sup- 
l)ose  was  their  destination? — A.  They  go  north  during 
the  spring  of  the  year. 

William  Henson. 


Fupii  lust. 


Protct'tiuu 
■ary. 


Migration. 


State  of  California, 

Oity  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

I,  Clement  Bennett,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  city  and  county, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  witnesses  in  the  foregoing  depositions  named 
were  by  me  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  noth- 
ing but  the  truth ;  that  said  depositions  were  reduced  to  writing,  and 
when  completed  were  carefully  read  to  said  witnesses  and  subscribed 
in  my  presence. 


TAKKN    IN    SAN    FRANflSCO. 


48r) 


,  1  attribute 


In  witness  wlioroof  I  liave  lien'nnto  snbsciibj'd  my  name  and  iif- 
lix«'(l  my  seal  ot'ollice,  this  ^5tU  day  of  February,  1S!»2. 
[seal.]  Clement  ISennett, 

2\'utary  VubUo. 


DrpoHitinn  of  Z.  L.  Tanner,  Commander,  II.  S.  Xary. 

iiAnri's. 

Z.  Ti.  TiUinoVjbeinf;  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  sailh;  I  am  a  Lienteiiant- 
Commandcr  in  tiie  United  States  Navv,  <ommandinji  ., 
tlie  I'lsli  C.omnussnm  i^tawuvv  Alhatroxs.  1  liave  made 
tive,  ernises  in  Alaskan  waters,  end)nieiny;  tlie  entire  region  front  Fort 
Tonj^ass  to  tlie  Kuskokwim  IMver,  inelndiiij;'  the  «'ast«'rn  portion  of 
lierinj'' Sea.  I  liave  never  se(!n  and  have  no  knowhulije.  v  i,  ■  i  <• 
ot  any  tur  seal  mokeiies  ni  the  reyion  other  than  tliose,  r.M.k.ni.s    iu.!h ii.n^ 

on  tlie  Friliilof  Islands,  ami  have  never  seen  fui-s«'als  J';;;;;^; '"•""'  '» 

iu  any  great  abun«lanee  save  on  and  near  said  islands. 

Z.  L.  Tanneu, 
Lieutenant  ('ommandt-r,  I'.  »S.  \avy. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2!)th  day  of  Ai»ril,  1802. 

Joseph  Mi  ukay, 
United  /States  Trvanury  Agent. 


Depoaition  of  W.  Thomas,  master  mariner. 


pelagk!  sealing. 


W.  Thomas,  being  duly  sworn,  dejjoses  and  says:  I  am  a  seaman  by 
:'eui>ation  and  at  jtresent  captain  of  tlu^  steannu*  tJIsie.     Previous  to 

.1.: 1    ..i.'i.i.,.     Ml..'..    I    .   t. 1       i.'i.i.„     .i -.     I-        1     I 


0C(.„j^.... ,.-^ -    _.., ^ „ 

taking  conunand  of  the  Elsie  I  was  hi  command  of  the  steamer  Karluk 
doing  business  in  Alaska  niostof  that  tinus.  The  hun- 
ters foHow  the  seal  from  south  of  San  Fraiu-iseo, 
where  they  begin  to  take  them  in  February  until  they 
enter  Jiering  Sea.  The  seal  are  constantly  on  the  ad- 
vance up  the  coast  from  the  X\\\h\  they  lirst  api)ear. 

The  white  iiunters  use  shotguns  altogether  feu-  taking  ._ ^  ....  .^ 

always  understood  that  .'{.'>  per  cent  of  seals  shot  with  shotguns  are 
lost.  JIuntei'suse  nodiserimii.ation  in  killing  seal,  bnt 
kill  everything  that  comes  near  tlie  boat,  regardless 
of  sex.  1  have  heard  that  seal  have  been  decreasing  the 
last  few  years,  cansed,  I  think,  by  pelagic;  seiiling. 
Have  never  known  any  pui)s  being  born  in  the  water 
or  on  the  land  on  the  <'oast  of  Alaska  outside  of  the 
IMibilof  Islands.  I  have  never  known  ujyself  of  fur- 
seal  hauling  up  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  outside  of  the 
Pribilof  Islands, but  have  heard  there  were  a  few  one 
season  hauledonOumnak  Island.  I  think  that  all  pelagic 
hunting  should  be  stopi)ed  for  a  few  years  to  give  the 
seal  a  chance  to  increase. 

W.  Thomas. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  .'iOth  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  AgenU 
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486  TESTIMONY 

AjjliVirit  of  AiloJph  W.  ThonipHou,  sfolcr  (maic), 

I'KLAGIC!   SEAIJ.Na. 

8TATK  OF  ('AlJI'OUNMA, 

(Jit}i  otiil  (■ountji  of  San  Francitico,  hh  : 

Adnlpli  W.  'riiompsoii,  liaviiifx  IxM^n  duly  sworn,  (l(»i>oaes  iiiid  siiys:  I 

reside,  in  Sun  Knincisco.     My  oecupatlMn  is  tlmt.  of  a 

KxiMTioiur.  nnister  nniriner.     I  weiif  senlin;;'  in   ISttO,  when  I  wiis 

Atiu.u„f,;  iwKi.       ,„.,,,.  ,,|-  j|„,   I//,;,  .1/,,,,,..    vVj.  sail('(|  from  Seiiltle  in  the 

si;iiinK(>tr(<>;i-<t.  hitler  part  of  .lannary,  and  seah'd  oil' the  coast  nnlil 
.Inly,  ami  then  entered  the  I'.erin;;'  Sea.  The  (Mt<'h  that  season  alonj;; 
,„  ,  .  tlHM-oast  was  !M>  per  eent  females,  and  the  2r«'ater  pro- 
|iortion  ol  them  were  leinales  in  pnp.  We  entered  the 
Herinj;'  Sea  about  the  niiddh^  of  -Inly,  uiid  we  f;ot  ahout  1,(5(M)  .seals 
there.  That  was  the  best  eati'h  of  the  whole  lleet  for  that  .season,  the 
total  «'ateh,  I  thiidv,  hein<>'  about  L',(»0(K  Tliose,  we  killed  in  the  ISerin^ 
Sea  were  mostly  females  in  milk.  We  never  went 
nearer  to  tin'  islamls  than  between  Uf)  and  M)  miles. 
W«i  killed  most  of  tliem  while  they  wi're  fi'oinj;'  to  or 
voturninj;  fnun  the  lisliinj;-  baid<s.  We  used  mostly 
shotfjuns  in  killiii};' seals.  We  eariied  rith's,  but  did 
not  use  then)  mUch.  Tlu'  mo.st  of  the  .seals  that  we  kille*!  were  asleejt  on 
the  water.  The  female  seal  has  moi-e  curiosity  than  the  nmle  .seal.  We 
catch  more  seals  after  two  or  three  <lays  of  ron^jh  weather,  because 
they  aie  tir«'d,  and  when  it  is  calm  the  next  day  tliciy  are  tired  and  lie 
asleep  on  the  water.  We  had  .seven  boats  «ui  the  Allic  Ahfer,  eaidi  boat 
haviu};'  three  men,  a  boat-i>uIler,  a  steerer,  an«l  hunter.     \ 

In  l.S5)l  1  w<'nt  out  in  the  schooner  (J.  H.  White.     We  left  luu-e  abor 
the  .Itli  of  l'\'bi'uary,  and  stalled  alon<;  the  <'oast  ai 
did  m)t  entei-  the  Beriny  Sea  that  .season.    Wecaujflii 
about  t.'iS  seals,  and  a  larye  proixirtion  of  them  wero 
females  withyounj;;  ones  in  them.     They  were  not  nearly 
as  i)lentiful  that  .season  as  they  were  in  ISDO.     The  best 
hunter  will  tire  about  twenty  eartridycs,  and  they  f>et 
ten  or  twelve  .seals,  while  a  hunter  of  less  expei'ience 
wil>  tin'  one  lu)ndre<l  rounds  and  };et  nothinji',  but  will  wound  and  dis- 
able them.     If  a  seal  is  shot  tlead  he  will  sink  at  oiu'c. 
Von  have  <;-ot  to  yet  to  them  at  once,  or  else  you  will 
lose  them.    The  objet-t  is  to  wound  them  so  that  they  will  Hoj*  around 
on  the  watei'.     On  mv  lirst  vovag«'  I  think  we  j»ot  two 
Av,..s(...,(  1,1...  ^^^^^  ^^j.  ^^^.^^|,^.  j.^.^  ^i^.^Y  ^ve  killed.    That  does  not  take 

into  consideration  the  unborn  i)ui),  ov  the  juip  of  the  motln^r  that  dies 
on  the  rookery.  1  have  taken  unborn  pups  fiom  their  motheVsand  feci 
them  on  condensed  milk,  and  kejtt  them  for  (piite  a  time.  1  refer  to 
cases  where  the  niother  is  about  ready  U>  deliver  In^r  pup.  I  am  satis- 
iie<l  from  my  «'xperience  that  they  must  protect  the 
seals  in  IJerinj;- Sea.  If  not  Ihey  will  .soon  be  killed 
off.  It  nniy  also  l»e  necessarj  tx>  protect  them  in  the 
North  Pa<'iiic,  for  the  catch  in  tho.se  waters  are  nearly  all  females 
carrying  their  young. 

A.  W.  Thompson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[sEAL.j  Clement  JJennett, 

Notary  PubUc. 


V.    //.     Wliilf.    1H!»I 
St'ii1iii){  iiU'i'Dast, 


Oocrcnso. 


Sii  -i  wlifii  killril. 


I'rotecliiin 
«ary. 
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Deposition  of  Vroncis  Tiitth;  lieiitrnaut,  I'uitnl  Sttitin  lid'cnur  Murine. 


PKLAOIC  SEALING. 


8TATK  OF  California, 

r//j/  ituil  Counlji  o\'  Sun  Frtincisro,  .hn: 

Kraiicis 'riitllc,  li!i\  in;;' Ik'cii  duly  sworn,  deposes  iiiid  snys:  I  am  a 
iirst  itnitcnaiit  in  tin*  riiitcd  Statrs  IJcvnmc  < 'iilirr  Si-ivirr,  uiid 
li:i\c    lu'cii    iiii    ollicci'    ill    that     scivicc    Coi-  tlic    last 

tliirlccii  years.     .\iii  at  pi'esent  in  roniniand  oftlic  rev-      ''^M"'"'' • 

enneeutter  lltirthy  i\l  Sam  I-'raiieisco.     I  made  ernis<>s 

t<»  the  lU'iin^'  Sea  in  the  United  States  Ifevenne  sleainei- /^»x/Mlnrin<j 

the  years  1SSS-',S«>  and  IStK).    I )ui'in;;' the  sealing;  season 


(»r  ISSS  tin-  /("jw// ernised  in  lleiinjj  Sea  and  made  IV»^   s,:!.'"""' 


ill  I'Miifi;; 


<inent  stoppujj'es  at  the  seal  ishinds. 

I  liad  an  exeeHent  o]>portnnity  to  observe  stune  of  the  seal  rookeries 
tlni'iiijL;  my  tirst  visit  to  the  islands,  and  spent  much  time  in  stndyin*; 
the  lialtits  of  the  seals,  Itoth  on  the  rotdveries  and  in  the  adjacent 
waters.  I  was  particnlarly  im|»ressed  with  the  ;;reat  nnmliers  to  \w 
seen  hoth  on  land  and  in  th(>  wat«'r.  Duriii;;'  tlu'  summer  of  ISS1>  the 
/i'».s7(  was  so  actively  ennajicd  ernisinf;'  in  |>nrsMit  of  vessels  enjja;;'ed 
in  illegal  sealin<i'  that  our  un^diora^cs  otf  the  s(>al  rooUeries  that  season 
were  short  and  infre(pu<nt ;  licnce  I  did  not  have  the  opportunity  to 
oliserve  them  as  closely  on  1an<l  as  the  precedinji;  yeai'. 

Duriiiii'  IStM)  the  liuslt  was  not  en.uaj;«>d  in  pre\'entin;;' sealiufjoutsido 
the  slior»>  limit,  and  we  spent  much  time  in  full  view  of  the  seal  roctk- 
eries  and  (iruisinj;  about  tht^  seal  islands,  and  I  also  inadt;  Irequent 
visits  to  the  breediuf;'  j;ronnds. 

The  deserted  ap|>earanc<^  of  the  rookeries  and  the  absi'nce  of  seals  iu 
the  water  was  very  noticeable  and  was  ai  matter  of  }4:en- 
eral  reniark  amonj*'  the  oflicers  of  tlu'  v«'ssel,  who  liad      ^••'••™"'"- 
been  on  tln^  former  (Miiises.     Very  lar<>e  tracts  of  tln^  rookeries  wliicli  I 
had  foiinerly  seen  occupied  by  the  seals  were  entirely  deserted,  and  the 
herds  wenMuucli  smaller  than  those  of  l.sss.     My  att«'ntion   was  also 
called,  by  tlios«^  eouversaiil  with  the  liU'ts,  to  the  ;irass  ^irowinj;  on  the 
inshore  sid<^  of  some  (tf  the  rookeries,  and  to  the  three  ditferent  sliad«'S 
of  ^rass  to  be  seen,  indicating;'  the  si>aces  that  had  not 
been  occupied  by  the  seals  for  sev<Mal  years,  owinj;-  to  ,|,!^;!;!,'^;;i''''''''"'"""'"8 
their  diminished   number,  the  darker  shade  showed 
where  tln^  ^i'rowth  tirst  comuu'iiced,  and  a  lij;hter  shade  for  each  succeed- 
inj;"  year.     There  were  threes  or  four  differently  slnuled  jLfiowths.  reach- 
iuix  down  to  the  sand  of  the  rookeries,  and  »tn  that  portion  of  the  ntok- 
tM'ies  occupied  by  seals  they  were  uot  lyin<i  n<'ar  as  compact  as  in  ISSS. 

In  our  freipu'ut  passages  durin,;;'  is'.K),  between  tin'  Aleutian  yroup 
aud  tlu^  seal  islands,  we  sometimes  nnuU^  an  entire  passage  witlnnit 
seeiufiii  seal.  This  was  «'ntirely  ditf«M'ent  from  the  experience  of  the 
preeediuj;  years,  indicatinj;"  a  ;;reat  fallin;;'  oil"  of  seal  lite. 

I  have  observed  and  learned  that  crews  of  vessels  enf;a<i«'d  in  seal- 
ing- kill  all  kinds  without  rej;ard  to  ajjc,  sex,  or  condi- 
tion. I  have  seen  nuumg  the  skins  taken  froir-  vessels  ._  i>"ii'«"iiniimt«kiu- 
we  have  seized,  bidl  skins  which  (  was  told  by  experts 
were  comparatively  worthless,  others  so  small  as  to  be  classed  as  pup 
skins.  Amonji;  the  Fiulian  crews  of  the  Vancouver  Island  sealiug- 
vessels,  1  have  seen  the  skins  of  unborn  pu]>  seal;  beinj;  of  no  <'om- 
mercial  value,  the  crews  were  allowed  to  keep  tluMU.  Tliese  unborn 
pups  had  been  taken  from  female  seals  killed  while  coming  up  the  west; 
coast  of  North  America. 
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In  my  convorsation  with  incii  «'ii}iag«Ml  in  soal-lmiiting  in  tlio  open 
water  ol"  the  K<»ith  I'acifU*  and  JU'iin<>'  Sea,  1  liave  not  been  able  to 
j-et  snflicient  information  to  form  a  reliable  eist;!»'itp.  of  the  average 
nnmber  saved  ont  of  the  total  nnniber  shot,  nor  of  the  percentage  of 
females  killed. 

As  a  rnle,  hunters  are  extremely  retieent  about  giving  information 

on  the  subject  to  oHicers  of  the  (Government,  but  from  the  well-known 

fa«'t  that  the  f«'male  seal  is  nnich  more  easily  approached  than  the  male 

^.    „  ,     ,    ,  ,     and  sle<Mt    moie  frcciuentlv  on  the  water  and  is  less 

active  wlieu  carrying  her  young,  I  have  no  <h)ubt  that 

the  female  is  the  one  that  is  liciiig  killed  by  the  iinnh'r. 

Fkanois  Tuttle. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  befoi'e  me  this  IHtli  day  of  April,  A.  D. 

1S1)1>, 

[SEAL.]  Clement  liENNirrT, 

Notary  ruhlic. 


:Mij;i',ilii(n. 


Deposition  of  M.  I  J.  WnKhhurn,  furrier. 

tel/vgio  sealing. 

State  of  Calteounia, 

Cily  and  (Jounty  of  San  Frnnclseo,  ss  : 

M.  L.  Washburn,  having  been  duly  sworn,  de])oscs  and  says:  I  re- 
side at  West  I{andol])h,  Vt.,  butsi)end  most  of  my  time 
lox]). l■i(Iloc^  on  the  south  shores  of  Alaska.     IMy  ocejapation  is  that 

of  a  lur-dealer,  1  have  been  in  Alasls^i  for  thirteen 
y»»ars;  and  f.)r  the  last  live  years  have  been  traveling  in  the  early  sum- 
mer inontiis  of  each  year,  buying  furs  from  Kodiak  Islandeast  to  J'rince 
Williams  Sound  west;  oceasionaily  1  made  tri]»s  as  far  east  as  Yakutat 
Bay  and  as  far  west  as  Chignic  Day.  The  seals  appear 
in  tiiese  waters  late  in  April  and  inerease  in  numbers 
until  the  hitler  i)ait  of  May,  and  then  gradually  de<'rease  in  numbers 
until  about  the  loth  of  July,  when  they  all  disappear.  I  annually  visit 
n«'ai'ly  all  tlu^  settlements  in  this  regi(»n,  and  jnany  of  the  uninhabited 
islands,  and  have  never  seen,  and  in  conversation  with  the  various 
tribes  of  natives  have  never  heard  of  fur-seals  hauling 
J.sl.'""  '"'"'  "'■  ""  <>"  "^''<""<'  <'l'  ^''*'  inainlands  or  the  islands  in  this  dis- 
trict, ("ither  for  breiMling  or  t«'mporai'y  resting  place, 
since  my  residence  in  Alaska,  and  in  only  one  case  have  1  heard  of  a 
young  j»iip  t'lir  seal  being  Ibiiiid  in  the  waters  of  this  district.  A  single 
jMip  seal  was  loiind  last  year  near  Alarnot  Island  by  a  hunter  who  had 
beiMi  for  years  <'iigagcd  in  limiting,  and  this  was  the  only  case  that  had 
ever  come  to  his  knowledge.  And  I  wtuild  say  in  this  ecmnection  that 
all  the  small  islands  .ue  visited  during  the  summer  by  native  hunting 
parties;  and  they  inloiined  mc  that  Micy  never  had  found  any  fur  seals 
on  shore,  I'Mve  years  ago  it  was  a  <(iiiiinon  occurience tosail  pastlarge 
niimb(>rs  of  fur  seals;  many  times  we  found  tiiem  asleej)  on  the  water, 
and  they  were  not  easily  frightened  at  the  presenife  of 
a  vessel,  but  for  the  last  two  years  the  seals  have  been 
more  scattering,  fewcA-  in  nmnl»ers  and  much  more  shy. 
The  sealing  schooners  ai>peair  soon  after  the  first  appearance  of  the 
seal,  and  a.  iHution  of  them  remain  in  these  waters 
until  early  in  July,  when  they  sail  to  the  westward 
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id  says:  I  re- 
r)st  of  my  time 
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;he  early  sum- 
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Danube,  1891. 


From  conversation  with  the  hunters  I  learn  that  thoyfi^Ilow  the  seals 
to  within  a  few  utiles  of  shoie,  and  hunt  tliom  at  times  in  the  mouth  of 
the  large  bays.  S(»me  of  the  i)rincipal  sealing  grounds  in  this  region 
are  but  a,  few  miles  off"  the  islands,  inlets,  and  harbors  on  this  coast.  In 
189L  a  large  number  of  the  sealers  transferred  theircatch 
to  the  English  vessel  Ihunthe  in  Alitak  Bay,  Kodiak 
lslan<l,  to  be  transported  t<>  Victoria,  British  Colun.bia,  before  going 
west  to  the  Boring  Sea. 

In  ])ur<-hasing  fursoals  from  hunters  I  have  noticed  that  not  less 
tliiOi  75  p»'r  cent  of  the  catch  taken  previ(uis  to  May 
2r>  are  female  seals;  and  from  tlu'  development  of  thi^ 
teat  on  tin*  skin  wore  ovidi'utly  females  with  i)Up. 
After  that  the  catch  is  mostly  young  seals;  and  [  paid 
most  atto.ntion  to  the  sox.  I  had  in  my  employ  men 
who  are  old  soal-hnnt«!rs,  aiul  wiio  wer(!  formerly  en- 
gaged in  that  business,  and  th»'y  hav<!  often  told  mo 
tiiat  they  lost  at  least  two  out  of  overy  three  they 
killed,  an<l  that  the  seals  are  not  nearly  so  ])lentiful  as 
tli(\y  were  five  or  six  years  ago. 

In  my  journeys  in  those  waters  I  have  n<)ticed  that  seals  are  much 
loss  plentilul  than  when  1  iirst  went  there  live  years  ago,  and  that  the 
decrease  has  been  very  marked  in  the  last  two  years; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  caused  by  the  killing 
of  h^male  seals  in  tlui  water,  and,  if  continued,  will  cer- 
tainly end  in  their  extermination. 

M.  li.  Washhi'rn. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  0th  day  of  April,  lSf)2. 
[SKAL.J  Clement  liENNEir, 

Notary  Fiiblic. 


Mii.slly  iir<'j;Miiiit  fo- 
iiuili'M  t^iki-ii. 


V\i\>H  taken. 


Wu.ffc  of  life. 


OiH'ri'aso. 


D('(:r«!i»(>  duo  to  l>e- 
latjii^  .sc;iliiij;. 


Dcjiosifion  of  Michael  ]Yhite,  sealer  {master). 

HAniT.S. — VELAGIO   SEALING 

State  of  Califounia, 

City  aud  County  of  Sai}  Fraueiseo,  fift: 

Michael  VVhit(^,  being  <luly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  50  j'ears 
of  ag(!.     J  reside  in  Kast  Oakland.     IMy  occupation  is 
master  marincM-,  and  1  have  boon  so  engaged  for  twenty-      Kxptricnoo. 
seven  years,  otf  and  on.     1  have  been  engaged  in  seal 
Imnting  during  the  years  bS8r>,  ISStl,  KS.S7,  l.SSS,  ai.l  1HS!>,  in  the  North 
I'acitic  anti  ]5oring  Sea.    I  first  wont  out  in  lS.sr>    n  the  schooner  City 
of  Sail  l>iefi(t,  chartered  by  myself  and  others,  ai   I  my 
catch  for  that  year  was  between  L!,.'5(M>  and  li,4(>(>  Mais. 
f)f  that  ivonb*':-  al»out  I,*.»0(>  wore  caught  in  the  Boring 
Sea.     There  w<'re  b-it,  very  few  vessels  sealing  at  that 


188.-..  ' 


«f  San  IHnjo, 


Si'iiliiitj 

S«M. 


ill    Ik-ring 


very 
time.     In  1SS(>  I  was  master  of  the  schooner   Terese, 
sailing  IVom  San  Francisco  on  the  LM  day  of  l''obrtiary,      ^'"''''"''  "'*'• 
and  commenced  '.•ai»tnring  seals  on  the  coast  of  (Jalifoinia,  and.  f<»l. 
htwed  them  from  that  date,  north  into  the  ISoring  Sea.     VVe  caught 
them  from  5  to  <>(>  miles  otf  the  coast.     I  entiM'ed  the 
Bering  Sea  on  the  fJth  day  of  .Inne,  1SS(5,  and  previous 
to  that  time  had  caught  about  .SOU  seals.    Then  I 
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sealed  in  tlie  Berinf;  Sea  from  that  tiin<'  to  the  2.Stli  of  Aufjust,  caufjlit 

about  2,200  more,  the  whole  catch  boinj;'  .{.OOO  for  the  year,    lii  1887  I 

T  „■  I.    ^,iiuo,  was  master  of  the  sclutomn-  TMUc  FairJieUI,  sailini' 

Lottie  Fa  I  r  field, \SST.    ,.  o         ti  •  ij.ii       tf-j.i      i  l-m-        i 

irom  San  h  rancisco  on  or  about  tlie  1  /th  day  oi  March, 

and  worked  northward  to  the  Bering  Sea,  and  captured 

Entered  Bcn..K  Sea.  gg.3  ^^^^^1^     j  ^j^^,,  entered  the  Bering  Sea  alxmt  tlie  (ith 

of  July,  cruising'  tluMe  until  the  2!>th  day  of  August,  and  took  2,517 
Heals  more,  tlu>.  whole  catch  Ix'ing  .'>,400  lor  the  year. 

In  1888  I  took  the  schooner  (imlaiiiitnl  on  a  fishing  iind  sealing  voy- 
age, leaving  here  on  or  about  tlu^  20(11  of  IMarch,  and   cruised  iuYlie 

North  I'acifii',  up  to  the  island  of  Kodiak,  (capturing  100 
isl^u."'""""''''  ^ '**''''   seals  uj)  to  the  7th  day  of  June.     1  did  not  enter   the 

Bering  Sea  that  year.     1  did  the  same  in  1880,  my  trip 

being  the  sann^,  as  in  1888,  and  my  capture  of  seals  was  about  the  sann'. 

I  then  (juit  sealing,  and  1  am  now  engaged  in  trading  with  the  (lilbert 

and  Marshall  islands  in  the  South  Pacific  Ocean.      Wiiil«>.  master  I  was 

^„    ,.  also  engaged  in  shooting  seals.     I  used  both  a  rith' an<l 

doul»M'-harr«'Ied  sliotgun;  theriHe  torshotding  "tiavel- 
ers":*.iid  the  shotgun  foi-  shooting  sleeping  seals.  The  i'ilii  of  San 
liicfjo  had  four  boats.  Each  boat  had  a  hunt<'r  and  two  men  to  pull. 
Ti.*>.  Tcrene  had    five    boats    similaily  (Mpiipped.      The    Ijodic    Fair- 

Jield    han    six    boats   similarily   equi|)ped.      The    U)t- 

f/flHH/<Ynia<l  four  boats.     In  my  captures  off  the  coast 

betwecJi  here  and  Sitka  00  per  cent  of  my  catch  were  fe- 
males, but  off  the  co.ist  of  Uui'.mack  Pass  there  was  a  somewhat  smaller 
percentage  of  females,  and  nearly  all  the  females  were  cows  lu'avy  with 
^    pup,  and,  in   some  instances,  the  period  of  gestation 

was  so  neai'  at  hand  i.is:'.t  I  have  frequently  taken  the 

live  pu]>from  the  mother's  womb.     1  have  never  known  oV  any  seals  to 

haul  up  and  bree<l  l)etween  here  and  llmimack  Pass.     I  have  often  fbl- 

r>o  not  iiiiui  lip  on    h)wed  them  very  close  in  to  the  mainland,  and  have 

lanii.  kdled  them  sleei)ing  on  the  water. 

From  my  experience  and  observation  r<>lative  to  the  fur  seal,  I  am 

firmly  of  the  oi)inion  that  it  is  n  physical  impossibility 
^Srai.'.  i>..t  born  in   ^^^yy  ^j„.  i)„,tin>i.  seal  to  givo  birth  to  her  young  in  the 

water  and  preserve  it;  but  that  it  is  necessary  for  her 
to  haul  up  on  the  land  to  give  l)irtli  and  rear  her  young.    1  have  never 
knowM  or  heard  of  their  giving  birth  to  their  young  otlier  than  on  their 
i.an.i  only  on   is-  regular  liauliug  grounds;    and  know  of  no  instances 
ii>i>ii«.        "  where  mab'  seals  have  hauled  (mt  on  land  on  the  west- 

ern coast  except  at  the  Pril)ilof  Islands.  J  m^ver  i)aid  'iny  particrdai 
attention  as  to  the  exact  number  of  «)r  proportion  of  each  sex  killed  in 
the  Bering  Sea,  but  I  do  know  that  the  larger  ]>(>r- 
tion  of  them  were  females,  and  were  mothers  giving 
milk.  1  have  never  hunted  within  b")  miles  of  the 
Pribiiof  Islands;  but  I  have  olten  killed  seals  in  ;iiilk 
at  ilistancesof  not  less  than  100  to  200  miles  tVom  tiies«' 
islands.  From  my  knowledge  and  experience  in  tlu'  busiues;^  it  is  my 
conviction  that  within  the  last  yew  years,  since  the  sealers  hav<^ 
,„  ^    ,,.,  become  so  numerous  in  thc^  Pacific  and   llering  Sea, 

Wastoollifo.  ii      i.         J.  i.1  i      A'   ii  •  1        /» 

that  not  more  than  one  out  of  three  is  secured.     Our 

jmrpose  and  practice  was  to  take  all  the  seals  we  could  get,  regardless 

of  their  age  or  sex,  without  any  discrimination  whatever.     My  expe- 

^  ,,     .,.,,„    rienc(us  that  the  s«>als  have  been  decreasing  in  num- 

InilUcnmiuato  kill-    ,  ,.         .1        ,       .       .  -.    ^.,,  .        ., 

ins;.  bers  lor  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  an<l  within  the 

^  ])ast  two  or  three  years  very  rapidly,  owing  to  the  in- 

discriminate killing  of  them  by  pelagic  hunters  and 
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vessels  engaged  in  that  business  in  the  waters  of  the  North  Pacific  and 
Bering  Sea. 

If  it  be  tlie  desire  of  tlie  Government  U)  perpetuate  them,  it  is  very 
important  that  they  be  protected  in  t..e  North  Pacific, 
as  well  as  in  the  Bering  8ea,  since  it  l>"s  been  my  ob-  Harv!'*''*''"    '"^^*^*"' 
servation  that  the  seals  are  easily  alarmed,  and  the 
killing  of  them  with  firearms  has  a  tendency  tx)  frighten  the  herd;  nor 
do  I  think  it  i)ossible  to  ])reserve  the  herd  if  the  great  slaughter  of 
female  seals  is  to  be  continued.     1  also  believe  that  if 
sealing  is  st<»i>i)ed  in  the  Bering  Sea  only,  such  fact  pSi"*''  "'   ^""^^ 
would  tend  to  incn'asc,  the|)riceof  sealskins,  and  there 
would  be  a  nincli  larger  fleet  litted  out  for  sealing  in  the  Pacific  than 
now,  which  would  <lestroy  the  herd  and  ]»reveiit  it  from  going  into  the 
Ilering  Sea.     This  opinion   is  based  on  tli<'  well  known   iact  that  the 
value  of  sealskins  is  increasj'd  by  the  decrease  in  the  nnnd)er  taken; 
and  the  higher  the  i)rice  of  skins  the  gieat«'r  the  inducement  to  llsli- 
ennen  to  hunt  tlicm  in  the  North  Pacifi<',  which  wonld  soon  destroy  the 
seal-fishing  in<lustry  everywhere. 

Mkhakl  White. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  April,  A.D.  l.Si>2. 

[8KAL.]  •  CJ.KMEM'   BlONNI'/rr, 

Aotary. 
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Deposition  of  Thcocloyc  T.  WillitnnN,  Joiirndlist,  .lent  out  hy  lessees  to  iiircs- 

tiijate  pelatjic  scaliny. 


ii:; 


pelaciio  sealing. 

State  of  Caltfornta, 

(Jity  and  County  of  San  Franrisco.  ss: 

Theodore  T.  Willianis,  being  duly  sworn,  d<  poses  and  says:  Tamby 
j)rofession  ajourualist,  being  at  tlie  present  tinn    om 
])loyed  as  city  <'ditor  of  the  San   I'^rancisco   Examiner,      FTp.-ii(iiir«. 
and  have  been  em]>loyed  in  that  ami  similar  capacities 
in  the  city  of  San  Francisco  for  tin;  i>ast  thirteen  years.     Dn'ing  that 
tinn>,  and  in  tlie  imrsuitof  my  ])roiessioii  as  a  jounuilist,  I   have  had 
occasion  to  make  t'xtended  inciniiies  into  the  fur-sealing  industry  of  the 
Aleutian  Islands  and  llie  Noilh   Pacific. 

In  addition  to  the  information  which  I  obtaim'd  fi)r  Journalistic  jmr- 
])osts,  I  was  requested  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  in  ISS!»  to 
])ro('eed  to  the  north  and  make  a  <'omi)l('te  and  exhaustive  examination 
into  the  open-sea  sealing,  its  cxtcjit,.its  ])robable  injury  to  the  lessees 
of  the  st'aling  privileges  on  the  Priltilof  Islands,  its  elfect  on  tiie  seal 
herd,  the  profit  to  those  engaged  in  it,  and  all  other  matters  concern 
iiig  it. 

The  object  of  the  in(|uirv  on  tln^  i)art  of  the  Alaska  ('ommercial  ('om- 
panv,  which  company  was  at  that  time  enjoying  the 

•         ,.    ,,        ,,    .,'.,    ..    I    1         1       ,.  .1         ir     •■;    'i    .Vi    i.  Oli.H'ct  lit  till' iiMiiiiry. 

lease  ol  the  Prdulot  Islands  liom  the  I  nited  States 
(lovcrnment,  was  to  sj'cure  the  data  of  illicit  sealing,  which  they  needed 
to  base  their  estimates  on  in  biddii'.g  {'or  the  lease,  at  tlu^time  of  the  ex- 
])ii'ation  of  the  privilege  they  then  held.  In  order  to  make  a  safe  bid, 
to  be  in  a  i)osition  to  olfer  the  hu'gest  amount  overlapping  other  com- 
petitors for  the  privilege,  and  at  the  same  time  not  to  pay  more  for  the 
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l)riviloge  than  it  was  wortli,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  fd.v  tliera  to 
have  the  most  accurate  iiilonnation  relating  to  the  probable  destruction 
of  the  seal  herd,  and  also  rtdatiTig  to  the  probable  size  of  the  illicit  catch 
in  years  to  come. 
The  necessity  tor  knowing  thoroughly  what  the  seal  catch  was  likely 
to  be  ai'ose  from  the  fact  that  illicit  skins  come  into 
vpf«  "  with  "jvCka  comp«jtitiou  with  Pri1)ilof  Island  skins  in  the  London 
"'"'"'•  market,  and  afltMit  their  value  very  greatly.    While 

the  island  skins  are  sui)erior  in  quality  and  are  of  better  average  size  and 
value,  thv  ett'ciit  of  dumping  HOjiMM)  or  (50,(M)()  or  more  illicit  skins  on  the 
niiirkct  mateiiidly  reduces  the  Viilue  of  the  I'ribilof  Island  skin.  It 
being  the  imrpose  of  the  Alaska  Coinmei'cial  Company  to  base  tliei»* 
bid  upon  the  information  which  I  obtained  for  them,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  me  to  g<'t  accurate  information.  To  the  Alaska  C<mimer- 
cial  Company  it  n»a<le  but  little  difference  whether  the  (expense  of  the 
investigation  was  small  or  great,  but  in  a  matter  of  such  magnitude  as 
a  long  lease  of  the  Government  sealing  privileges  in  Alaska,  an  erro- 
neous estimate  about  the  ctt'ect  of  pelagic  competition,  or  the  diminu- 
tion of  the  seal  herd  by  pelagic  sealing,  would  luive  the  most  serious 
consequences. 
Fully  understan«ling  the  responsibility  which  T  ac<'epted  in  under- 
taking the  incpiiry,  the  investigation  I  made  was  most 
thorotigh  and  careful.  In  no  cas<'  did  1  accejjt  second- 
ary t(^stimony  where  primary  testimony  was  available; 
as,  for  instan<te,  in  flnding  the  number  of  skins  ca])tured  by  vessels  in 
former  years,  I  did  not  rest  at  an  investigation  of  the  custoni-house  re- 
ports of  Victoria,  but  in  nearly  every  case  secured  access  to  the  books 
and  accounts  of  the  nuinaging  owners  of  the  vessels,  and  in  every  in- 
stance went  to  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  purehasers\of  the  skins, 
and  again  comi)ar«id  their  re[)oi'ts  when  jjossible  with  the  reports  of 
the  auction  sales  in  London,  and  where  private  sales  were  made  with 
them. 

In  estimating  the  value  of  the  vessels  engaged  in  the  sealing  indus- 
try I  pursued  this  plan.  Ko  one  in  British  Columbia  had  any  idea  of 
what  my  real  business  there  was,  as  I  was  careful  to  ccmceal  that  fact. 
I  went  to  the  builders  of  boats,  to  the  owners  of  vessels,  to  the  charter- 
ers of  vessels,  representing  that  I  miglit  be  in  need  of  siu;h  schooners 
as  were  engaged  in  the  sealing  trade,  and  received  jiroflfers  of  vessels 
at  the  svJling  values.  1  secured  reports  which  Mr.  Miln,  the  collectf.r 
of  the  port  ot  Victoria,  had  nnule  to  the  Dominion  (lovernment,  with 
the  view  for  ])resentation  with  the  British  side  of  this  question,  and 
compared  his  reports  with  the  cash  value  estimates  of  the  owners  of 
vessels  and  tl:e  otfers  of  builders  and  otlu^rs  to  furnish  vessels. 

In  trying  to  arrive  at  the  cost  of  out  lit  and  the  profits  of  sealing 
voysigiis  I  loolv<!(l  through  the  accounts  of  nearly  one  hundred  voyages 
of  sealing  schooners. 

In  attempting  to  determine  the  sex  of  seals  killed  in  the  Bering  Sea 
and  the  North  I*a«'ilic,  and  of  the  nuniber  of  seals  killed  in  excess  of 
those  actually  secured  by  the  hunters,  I  had  inteiviews  with  upwards 
of  50  seal  hunt«;rs,  aside  from  inteiviews  subseciuently  had  with  In- 
dian hunters.  I  found  this  portion  of  my  work  by  far  the  most  difli- 
cult.  Much  discussion  had  alrea<ly  been  had  alxmt  the  damaging  effect 
of  pelagic  sealing,  and  the  hi: nters  were  loath  to  tell  how  nmny  seals 
were  killed  and  not  re«M)vered,  and  were  often  averse  to  making  truth- 
ful reports  about  the  sex  of  the  animals  killed;  but  by  frecpienting 
their  haunts  and  cultivating  their  com[)aiiy  f«)r  long  periods  I  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  accurate  stateiueuts  from  a  number  of  theui. 
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I  found  that  at  first  the  hunt(M's  wove,  disposed  to  brag  of  their  skill 
and  to  overstiniate  tiieir  success  in  securing  skins  of  seals  shot  at.  Tiie 
reason  for  tlnit  was  that  an  inii)ressi(»n  prevailed  among  many  of 
them  that  I  was  about  t^)  engage  in  scaling  enter])rises,  and  that  I  was 
making  in(|uiries  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaiiung  their  skill  as  hunters, 
with  the  view  to  engaging  them. 

The  x>ractice  in  liritish  Columbia  is  toi)ay  the  best  hunters  the  high- 
est rate  per  skin.     Men  who  could  shoot  fairly  well,  but     . 

I  1  1     i  111  1    !•  !•  1  ay  of  sciil  liuiilcrs. 

who  used  a  shotgnn,  could  be  secured  lor  a  sealing 
voyage  from  -tl  to  !j< !.">(►  j»er  skin,  while  hunters  who  shot  with  the  rifle 
and  were  of  recognized  skill  in  some  instances  were  paid  as  high  as 
.•jSL'.GO  per  skin,  and  generally  speaking  as  high  as  )5<li  per  skin.    The 
reason  for  this  is  obvious  to  those  who  have  interested  themselves  in 
the  sealing  business.    A  seal  killed  with  biujkshot  is  so  much  punc- 
tured frequently  that  the  pelt  is  of  lesser  value.    It  is  not  profitable 
for  schooners  to  engage  as  hunters  men  who  miss  their  chsinces  <»f 
killing  the  seals  and  blaze  away  indiscriminately  with  small  results. 
Even  tliough  the  liunter  is  only  paid  for  the  skin  he  recovers,  the  loss 
to  the  vessel  by  his  failure  to  kill  when  an  opportunity  ofiers  is  equiva- 
lent to  the  profit  it  would  have  made  on  the  skin  if  secured.    For 
these  reasons  and  on  account  of  the  general  proneness  of  men,  who 
consider  themselv^es  experts  in  the  use  of  any  weapon, 
to  brag,  the  seal  hunters  of  British  Coluna)ia,  as  a  thd^Hkiii.'"'"*''^'""'*' 
class,  grossly  exaggerate  the  percentage  of  skins  they 
recover,  to  the  nundier  of  seals  aimed  at,  wounded,  or  killed. 

I  have  heard  men  say  that  they  killed  and  recovered  90  per  cent  of 
all  the  seals  they  fired  at,  but  on  exainimitiftn  of  the  accounts  of  the 
schooners  on  which  they  had  been  employed  pi-evious  voyages,  I  dis- 
covered that  more  then  ten  rounds  of  ammunition  had  been  used  for 
every  skin  that  the  vessel  brought  home. 

As  a,  residt  of  that  investigation  in  the  IJering  Sea  and  North  Pacific 
and  the  investigatiims  made  snbsecpu'Jitly,  I  discovered: 

First.  That  {)">  per  cent  of  all  the  seals  killed  in  the 
Bering  Sea  are  females. 

Second.  That  for  every  three  sleeping  seals  killed  or  wounded  iti  the 
water  only  one  is  recovered. 

Third.  For  every  six  traveling  seals  killed  or  wounded  in  the  water 
oidy  one  is  recovered. 

Fourth.  That  Or»  per  cent  nt  least  of  all  the  female  seals  killed  are 
cither  in  pup  or  have  left  their  n«'.wly-born  i)up  on  the  islands,  while 
they  have  gone  out  into  the  sea  in  sciarch  of  food. 

The  result  is  the  sanu!  in  either  ease.  If  the  mother  is  killed  the  [)up 
on  shore  will  linger  for  a  lew  days;  some  say  as  h)ng  as  two  or  three 
weeks,  but  will  inevitably  die  before  wint«M'.  All  of 
the  schooners  preter  to  hunt  ai'ound  tln^  banks  where 
the  female  seals  are  feeding  to  attempting  to  intercejjt 
th<^  male  seals  on  their  way  to  and  from  the  hauling  grounds. 

Asi(l((  from  the  greater  ditliculty  of  killing  and  securing  the  skin  of 
a  traveling  seal,  and  the  larger  proportion  of  loss  to  the  sithooncr,  dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  the  sealing  season,  and  more  particularly  in  the 
Bering  Sea,  there  are  few  males  to  be  found  in  the  water. 

No  other  evidence  of  this  is  needed  than  the  observation  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  spend  the  season  on  the  Pribilof  Islatuls  and  who  all 
agree  in  repoi  ting  that  the  male  seals  remain  there,     „,         .       . 

"...         I  ,     "  1      /.  .1      •  '        Miili'H  remain  im  !»• 

whre  the  femtJes,  as  soon  as  they  are  delivered  ot  their  Umu  (luriug  tUuHua- 
youn^^,  go  forth  in  search  of  food.    The  male  seal  sel-  *""• 
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dom  8leei)8  in  the  water  dnrin}?  the  Hoaliiiji  season.  When  the  nortTi- 
ward  mifiratJon  bey;ius  in  Man-h,  tlie  nuUe  .seals  pursue  their  way  vvitii 
all  dilij^jeiice  U>  the  mokeries,  and  arrive  there  about  thirty  days  ahead 
of  the  4;ouiing'  of  the  female  seals.  It  must  he  plain  from  this,  that  the 
Why  f.!wir  iiiiiiis  Opportunities  for  slayin}^  male  seals  that  are  traveling; 
aro  killed.  rapidly  through  the  water,  must  be  far  less  than  for 

killing  fenmle  seals,  who,  nuikiug  their  way  leisurely,  feeding:  as  tiiey 
go,  aiul  r«!stiny  freipiently  because  they  are  heavy  with  puj),  offer  a  far 
more  extensive  tai-jjet  to  the  riHe  of  the  hunter. 

The  Indians  with  whom  I  conversed  in  Itritish  Columbia,  aiul  who 
had  had  a  varied  and  extensive  exju'rience  of  sealiiij;',  not  (Hily  as  scial 
hunters  for  schooners,  but  when  out  in  search  of  food,  all  ileclarcd,  that 
the  male  seal  sehlom  eat  and  never  slept  while  on  Ids  way  to  the  rook- 
eries. They  dei'laretl  that  as  with  the  salmon  when  on  its  way  to  the 
spawniufi'  junuinds,  they  had  never  found  footl  in  the  stomach  of  the  few 
male  seals  they  had  maua};ed  to  cajtture. 

So  far  as  1  was  ahle  to  learn,  the  ttsrms  "sleep«!r"  and  "traveler"  as 
applied  to  seals,  had  their  oriji in  ainoii};  the  Indians.  They  declare«l, 
and  in  that  they  are  borne  out  by  all  of  the  white  hunters,  that  the  seal, 
when  it  is  desirous  of  restinjjf  in  the  water,  iuHates  a  bladder  in  its 
body,  which  keeps  it  afloat.  Whether  this  be  so  or  not,  makes  no 
Only  Hiwiiin-;  swiis  difference,  but  the  fact  is,  that  almost  the  only  way  the 
killed  by  iiidiiu.!..  Indians  have  of  killing  seals  is  by  paddling  noiselessly 
114)  to  the  sleeping  animal  as  it  floats  on  the  water,  and  spi^aring  it. 

Many  of  the  schooners  employ  Indian  hunters,  wln>  work  nnu'h 
cheaper  than  the  whites,  who  only  use  the  spear,  aiul  never  attempt  to 
kill  a  traveling  seal. 

The  rei)orts  of  their  catches  show  that  all  of  their  i-aptures  are 
females.  It  could  not  well  be  otherwise,  for  the  male 
by^imiiim"!''""  '''"*"'  »^'^^i^, »'»  making  their  way  to  the  rt>okeries,  take  a  more 
northerly  course,  and  go  with  all  speed,  while  the 
fiMnales  move  towards  the  mouth  of  tlie  (JolumlMa,  and  other  large 
fishing  banks,  following  the  runs  of  fish,  ov  idly  waiting  until  nature 
tells  them  that  the  period  of  gestation  is  about  ended,  and  they  then 
make  their  way  to  the  ro(>keries  to  be  delivered  «)f  their  jmps. 

At  the  times  when  the  male  seals  are  on  the  rookeries,  the  large 
catches  are  made.  A  traveling  seal  is  alert,  cautious, 
ttouuto  cau=r''  '"^'  !l>"*^'k  of  hearing,  and  easily  disturbed.  A  sle«'pingsea.l 
is  at  the  mercy  of  anyone.  The  large  ])roportion  of 
traveling  seals  shot  at  and  lost  is  due  to  the  timidity  of  the  animal; 
in  fact,  all  the  hunters  admit  that  when  there  is  much  sho()ting  going 
on,  the  seals  are  very  dilUcult  to  get.  The  h)ss  of  sleeping  seals,  which 
I  estimate  as  two  lost  for  (uie  saved,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  unless  the 
bullet  or  shot  kills  the  animal  instantly,  it  will  immediately  dive, 
and  it  is  not  easy  to  kill  a  seal  instantly.  The  head  of  the  seal  attords 
but  a  small  mark.  Even  in  the  case  of  a  sleeper,  the  motion  of  the 
water  keeps  it  moving.  The  boat  from  which  the  hunter  shoots  is  also 
umving,  and  while  there  are  men,  who,  at  a  distance  of  50  or  (JO  yards, 
can  sh(K)t  a  small  object  under  such  circumstances,  they  are  extremely 
rare.  They  are  famous  as  experts,  and  they  are  luglily  rewarded  for 
their  skill.  Certainly  not  one  in  ten  of  all  the  seal  hunters  can  truth- 
fully assert,  nor  do  they  attemi)t  to  do  so  when  in  a 
kiii«\T«\Ttrv. ■■'''"'"  confidential  humor,  that  tlu'y  kill  oO  per  cent  of  their 
seals  dead. 

I  wasinthe  companyof  anumberof  them  in  Victoria  iu  18S9,and  heard 
them  talking  among  themselves  of  their  i)rowcss.    Some  put  forward 
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claims,  whieh  the  others  derided.  Any  estimate  in  excess  of  lihe  one 
1  have  already  };iven  called  forth  uncomplinuintary  remarks  andchar^en 
of  boastful ness.  The  disimdinatiou  of  these  men  t4>  state  the  ubsolule 
facts,  and  they  alone  know  what  the  facts  are,  in  relation  to  th"  num- 
ber of  seals  shot  and  h)st,  has  been  intensilled  lately  by  the  feelin;i'  that 
it  is  necessary  for  them  to  make  a  jjood  showinj?  to  back  up  the  claim 
that  pelagic  sealing  is  not  absolutely  destructive  of  the  seal  herd. 

In  considering  the  iiumbc:r  uf  skins  taken  during  the  past  it  must  be 
Ixn-ne  in  mind  that  the  sclmoners  have  freipuMitly  been  seriously  inl;er- 
fered  with  in  their  work  by  the  cruisers  of  the  United  iStates  CJovern- 
meut. 

Mr.  Miln,  surveyor  of  the  ixut  of  Victoria,  in  his  report  to  the  Domin- 
ion (loverninent,  <»f  which  1  was  so  fortunate  as  to  se- 
curea copy,  stated  thatif  notinterfered  with  by  cruis(;rs  „i*,i'V/ux'!'\s!'imi"H  i^,' i? 


mil     iiili  li'i'ictl 
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a  large-sized  schooner  would  surely  capture  .'i,(KM)  skins 
during  the  season  in  the  Bering.  Mr.  Miln's  estinuite 
iu  that  respect,  as  in  many  other  matters,  I  found  to  be  fair  an«l  honest. 
The  destruction  of  seals  in  the  North  I'acific  Ocean,  as  well  as  in  the 
Bering  Sea,  is  largely  confined  to  females.    This  fact     „   .     ..     .   „ 

lii'Ri ruction  til  Her- 

can  not  be  disputed  successfully.     I  made  au  examina-  inj;  sch  imuriy  (oa- 
nation  of  the  rejiorts  of  the  gentlenu'U  who  handled  ""^■''  *"  f'  "">'•«• 
the  North  I'acilic  collection,  up  to  and  including  the  year  1889,  and  all 
agreed  that  the  skins  were  nearly  all  from  females. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  jilace  to  «'xplain  that  the  smaller  value  of  the 
female  seal,  espe(;ially  after  the  birth  of  her  ])up,  is  in  a  measure  due 
to  the  wearing  of  the  fur  around  the  teats.  The  ain«mnt  of  merchant- 
able fur  being  reduced  to  that  extent,  makes  it  necessary  for  the  han- 
dlers of  skins  to  observe  carefully  whether  pelts  are  male  or  female,  as 
well  as  their  general  comlition.  They  nuike  a  complete  <'-lassification, 
an<l  being  experts  in  their  business,  are  not  liktily  to  make  mistakes. 
The  hirge  projiortion  of  females  killed  in  the  North  l'a<'ific  is  due  to  the 
fact,  as  I  explained  l)ef<u'e,  that  the  males  pursue  their  way  to  the 
hauling  grounds  with  dispatc^h,  while  the  females  are  more  leisurely  in 
their  movements  aiul  take  frecpuMit  rests. 

I  append,  as  a  i)art  of  this  altidavit,  a  copy  of  the  report  I  made  to 
the  Alaska  (Commercial  Company  on  this  subject  iu 
18S«>,sind  which  they  used  for  the'purpose  hereinbefore  i,,^Sn'\sa»!'"''''  '" 
set  forth,  and  I  desire  to  add  that  subse(;uent  impiiry 
has  proved  that  the  statements  an«l  conclusions  in  the  repm-t  I  then 
made,  were  correct.  It  nnist  be  taken  into  consideration  that  theesti- 
nuitesof  the  profits  of  scaling  voyages,  and  other  matters  contained  in 
that  report,  were  based  upon  the  value  of  skins  in  that  and  former 
years.  8id)sequently  skins  have  increased  in  value,  and  profits  of 
large  catches  woidd  tlu'retbre  bc!  pro])ortionately  greater,  but  the  con- 
ditions of  sealing  have  not  changed  since  tlu'ii,  nor  can  they  change, 
with  the  exc<'ption  that  the  Heetof  sailing  vessels  has  largely  increased, 
conse(]uently  the  destruction  of  seals  has  been  much  greater  in  the  lust 
two  years. 

There  can  be  no  question,  that  if  the  seals  are  not  protected,  and  this 
tremendous  slaughter  that  is  now  going  on  in  the  sea  is 
not  immediately  sto])ped,  there  will  be  a  total  <lestruc-  safy."*"*^^"""  ''•'*^*^'' 


tiou  of  the  herd  in  a  very  short  while. 


TnFODORE  T.  Williams. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  4tli  d.ay  of  April,  A.  D.  1893. 
[seal]  Clement  J^ennett, 

Notary  Public. 
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To  the  Prenident  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company: 

I  have  iniide  a  tlioroiigli  and  a(;ciii'at<!  examination  of  the  soal-hunt- 
in{]f  industry  of  British  Cohnubia  whicrh  is  riirried  on  in 
leasee'"*'  ^^^^^  '"  Bcrliig  Sea,  in  aoconhuiee  witli  tlie  following  instruc- 
tions received  from  your  company: 

"  Exact  account  of  British  Columbia  fur-seal  industry,  to  go  back  as 
early  as  possible  and  show  the  area  over  whi<h  the 
Scope  of  the  ro,,«.t.  ^oals  wcrc  liuuted  before  the  existen.-e  of  the  Alaska 
Connnercial  Com[»any  (1.S70)  and  during  the  early  yciirs  <»f  the  lease. 

"  It  should  show  the  development  and  e\[»ansion  of  the  business,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  enhanced  value  of  skins,  caused  by  the  operation  of 
the  company. 

"As  exactly  as  possible  it  shoidd  give? — 

"Statistics  of  yearly  catch  and  pri«*es  obtained  for  same  at  British 
Columbia,  number  of  vessels  employed,  their  value  and  cost  of  outlit, 
and  any  other  details  of  the  business  i»ossibIe, 

"  To  be  of  value  it  shoidd  be  accurate,  and  not  merely  ai>i>roximate,  fis 
we  desire  to  use  the  figures  to  base  our  estimate  for  bidding  for  re- 
newal of  the  sealing  lesise,  an  importiint  fiictor,  in  which  nuist  neces- 
sarily be  the  probability  of  the  continuance  of  illicit  sealing  and  itscon- 
secpu'nt  depletion  of  the  seal  herd.  The  pr(»(its  to  illicit  sealers  being 
greater  or  less,  Avill,  of  course,  increase  or  decrease  their  number. 

"  There  should  also  be  a  carefid  statement  made  and  sworn  to  by  com- 
petent men  of  the  value  of  the  vessels  that  have  been  seized  and 
stranded  at  IJnalaska  <u'  condemned  elsewhei-e.  All  this  sliouhl  bo 
prepared  as  honestly  and  correctly  as  possilde,  with  no  effort  to  mini- 
mize values,  but  only  to  state  honestly,  as  near  as  may  be,  real  values." 


STATISTICS  OF  YJ'ARLY    OATCU. 


18.S1. 


Ill 


The  first 


No  HenliiiK 
tag  Sua  bul'ure  1881. 


st  sealskins  ever  handled  in  British  Columbia  caught  in  the 
.    „        Bering  Sea  were  taken  in  1.S81.     Prior  to  that  year  no 

in  Her-  {^  i      i     •        ji         d       •  i        looi    ii         » 


vessels  sealecl  in  the  Bering,  in  1881  the  American 
schooner  San  Dicfto  caught  11).'{  seals  in  the  Bering  and 
San  Diego  1881.  *^^'^^  ^^'^  skius  to  T.  Lubbc  of  Victoria,  British  Colum- 
bia at  $9.25  jier  skin.  These  skins  were  shipped  to  Lon- 
don, as  are  nearly  allot  the  skins  bought  in  Vittoria,  British  Columbia, 
and  the  trade,  tlierefore,  brought  no  ]»rofit  to  Canada,  T.  Lubbe  being 
an  American.  I  have,  however,  included  the  record  of  this  and  all 
other  <!ollections  made  by  American  shi])s  in  the  Bering  Sea  when  sold 
in  British  Columbia,  because  they  all  figure  in  the  repents  of  the  Vic- 
toria custom-house.  In  keeping  the  colliH-tion  of  the  Ameriijin  and 
Canadian  vessels  from  the  Bering  district,  you  can  see  at  a.glaiue  the 
relative  value  of  the  Bering  Sea  collection  to  American  and  Canadian 
sealers. 


1882, 


American  schooner  San  Diego ;  Bering  Sea  collection,  327  seals,  sold 
to  T.  Lubbe  at  ^'ictoria,  British  Columbiai,  at  $8  per 
skin. 


San  Dxeg;  1882. 


Ua\^ 


1883. 


American  schooner  SanDicf/o',  Bering  Sea  collection, 908  skins;  sold 
to  T.  Liibbe,  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  at  $10  per 
skin. 


Smn  Diego,  1883. 
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Tieriiij;  Sea  collection,  sold  in  \'i(loria,  UrKish  Columbia;  American 
s(!liooiier    San    Pinjo,    IWO    skins,    at    fj«S;  Ainciican      „      ... 
scliooners  Otter  mul  A  Irj-anaer  lande<l  in  \  ict(U'ia  IJnt-   At,:iii,i-h;:  ,\m\  M,in, 
ish  Columbia,  1,7()(>  skins  to  be  resliippcd  to  II.  Liebcs  ^'"'"' '■*'*^• 
^:  Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  owners  of  the  two  vessels;   Uritish  schooner 
Marif  Ellen,  1,401)  seals,  sold  al  •i!<7."»0  per  skin. 

.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ISritish  < 'olumbia  seal  industry  in  tin*. 
I'.eriiijf  bej,'an  in  18S4.  The  M((ii/  Ellen  was  owned  i»y  I).  .MeLcaii,  was 
of(»;»toiis,  had  a.  crew  of  twenty-one  whites  and  was  worth  ?<(;,000,  in- 
cludiiiii'  her  outlit. 


Berinj?  Sea  collection:  American  schooiu'r  C'ltji  of  Sun  Diet/tt,  \,^X] 
skins,  at  $7.00;  American  schooner    Vantlerhilf,  1,244 
skins,  at  17.00;  A meri<-an  schooner  San  JHet/o,  1,72(;,  at  y.u!!/^,'^,/"!',, '/'//:!!;!: 
at  $7  31);  American  schooner  Jjoohont,  1,1U(».  at  •'!<7.r)0;    /-""A"»^ /■»',•.„ -v./iimi 
British   schooner    Fxmrite,    l,;;s;;,   at  $7.00;    Uritish    ""'i/ /"™. '"^i- 
schooner  Mary  Ellen,  1,77.'), at  $7.00. 


1880. 

BeriiifjSea  collection:  American  schooner  .1»Hr,  1S2,  at$5.r»0;  Amer- 
ican schooner  Therese  (since  sailed  under  Uritisii  lia.y), 
2,000, at  .*0.50;  Aineri(;an  schooner  Si/leia  Jlantli/,  1,700,  ,.fa''7iaJh,T%<^''!':f 
at  $0.00;  American  schooner  (JUif  of  San  Dle<)o,  1,000,  N'iw  iHfJo.  ii'.h'n 
at  $(J.r»0;  Aineri«-an  schooner  Helen  lilnni,  lio  record.  o/[;;"Nw,';';  IX 
The  British  schooners,  Onivanl,  ('aniline,  und  Thornton, 
were  seized  in  the  IJerin;;'  witli  al>out  2,(MM»  skins  on  boar<l. 

The  Caroline,  tliouj;h  iindci-  tiie  IJritish  llaji',  was  owned  one-half  i>y 
an  American  naiiuMl  Bechtel,  who  furnished  also  the  mo;»ey  for  tlieoui- 
lit.  Beclitel  is  interested  also  in  the  British  schooners  Mary  Taylor, 
rathfmdcr,  and  Viva. 

The  ships  were  put  under  the  British  Haj?  in  defiance  of  the  British 
merchant  shipi)in}i^  act,  which  forbids  any  partnershii» 
or  beneticial  interest  in  any  British  ship  by  a  foreigner. 
To  secure  himself  in  case  of  trouble  Bechtel  has  mort- 
uajics  on  the  schooners.  The  Thornton  was  owned  half 
by  J.  lioscowitz,  an  American,  who  owned  and  nowowns 
all  or  part  oi'  every  schooner  rej;isteied  under  the  British  flaj;  in  tll(^ 
name  of  Captain  Warren.  This  lact  came  out  a  short  time  a p*  in  a 
lawsuit  in  Vi«'toria  between  Warren  and  Boscowitz.  The  booksof  the 
tirin  beinj;'  lu'oduced,  it  was  shown  that  lioscowitz  not  only  owin-d  and 
shared  a  half  interest,  but  had  advanced  moneys  for  <'a;>tain  Warirn's 
share,  on  which  he  collected  interest.  I  append  a  duly  certilied  <'opy 
of  part  of  the  evidence  in  the  suit  of  'Varren  e.  Boscowitz  and  Cooper, 
copied  from  the  archives  of  the  court  in  Victoria  and  fully  certili«'(l 
\io  by  Harvey  Ooombe,  esq.,  dei)uty  ref;istrar  of  the  sii|U'em(5  court  of 
British  Columbia,  over  the  {freat  seal  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

Besides  the  2,000  skiiM  taken  by  the  seized  sealers,  the  collections  in 
the  Bering-  Sea  by  British  schooners  were: 
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tisr 

1  sclioonci 

•  Dolphin, 

2,200 

at 

$7.00 

(( 

u 

Alfred  Adams, 

\,\'>-i 

u 

7.00 

a 

t( 

Active, 

i,3;5.s 

<( 

7.00 

M 

i( 

Black  Diamond, 

.S2S 

« 

7.(M> 

<( 

« 

Pathfinder, 

],7(H» 

u 

{\Mr> 

« 

« 

Sierra, 

1,000 

u 

o.r>o 

« 

« 

Favorite, 

3,402 

u 

0.50 

« 

« 

Anna  Jieclc, 

1,142 

u 

0.(i5 

u 

« 

W.  r.  Say  ward, 

1,000 

u 

(».r)0 

« 

« 

(Jraee, 

1,700 

u 

o.r)() 

u 

« 

Mar}i  KUen, 

•6,rtit\) 

u 

(;..5o 

H 

(( 

Penelope, 

104 

u 

r>.r)0 

U 

« 

Mountain  Chief, 

030 

(( 

0.50 

The  principal  reason  for  tiie  fluctuation  in  ])rices  this  year  and  in 
otlier  years  was  tiic  disturbed  (condition  of  the  London 

of^omiS  iHso"""  market,  caused  by  reports  of  larjje  collections,  and  so 
greatly  did  tiie  <'at<!h  <tf  25,000  skins  aflieet  the  market 

that  the  skins  sold  for  less  in  London  than  was  pai<l  for  them  in  \'ictoria, 

British  Columbia,  entailing  loss  on  the  purchasers. 


1S8T. 

The  seizures  in  the  TJering  Sea  in  ISSG  stopped  the  American  sealers 
from  fitting  out  in  18«S7,  with  the  exception  of  two  schooners  commanded 
by  British  Columbians,  who  decided  to  take  the  risk.  It  was  openly 
declared  at  Victoria  that  the  United  States  Government  would  not  go 
farther  than  remonstrate. 

The  American  boats  that  entered  the  Bering  Sea  werc  the  Ciiy  of  San 
Diego,  which  made  a  catch  of  1,187  seals,  selling  at  $5.50,  and  the 
Vanderhilt,  1,349  skins,  at  15.50. 

The  catcli  by  British  sealers  was : 


ish 

schooner  Mary  Taylor, 

1,000 

at 

$0.00 

a 

Penelope, 

1,202 

u 

5.50 

u 

Pathfinder, 

2,377 

(( 

6.00 

ll 

Mary  Ellen, 

2,130 

u 

5.50 

u 

Black  Diamond, 

090 

ll 

5.50 

u 

Mountain  Chief 

<!'J4 

u 

5.50 

u 

Favorite, 

1,887 

u 

5.50 

(( 

Therese, 

900 

a 

5.50 

u 

Kate, 

1,025 

ll 

5.50 

u 

Trivmph, 

500 

ll 

5..50 

u 

Lottie  Fairfield, 

2,507 

a 

5.50 

The  Ada,  Anna  Beck,  Dolphin,  Grace, '.md  W.  P.  Say  ward  were  s^cizod 
by  the  United  States  (jovernment. 


1S8,S. 

Bering  Sea  collections,  sold  in  Victoria  in  1888: 


British  schooner  Jnanita, 
«  "        Mary  Ellen, 

«  ♦*        Triumph, 


1,030 

at 

$5.02.i 

700 

ll 

6.02^ 

2,470 

ll 

5.G2i 
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British   schooner     Annie  C.  Moure,  715      at 

Jil((ck  fHamond,  7<ir»       " 

ruthjiiuier,  dm 

Viva,  2,(MH) 

Farnriic,  2,.'U» 

Mufifiie  Mc,  1,424 

Penelope,  1,054 

Mountain  Chief,  781 

German  schonuer'    Adele,  4ri() 

American  schooner  Anne,  •  1,040 

"                '*         Wehnter,  520 

"               "        Olmn,  500 

"                "         Walter  A.  Rieli,  400 

«               "        Allie  1.  Ahjer,  cJ80 

1880. 


u 
u 
u 
a 
u 
u 
a 
u 
u 

(4 


$5.n2j 

5.<!2i 
5.O2J 
5.02^ 
5.(}2| 
5.G2J 
5.O2J 
5.02^ 
5.O2J 
5.O2J 
5.O2I 
5.(J2| 
5.025 
5.02i 


Bering  Sea  collection,  ISS!),  Ian<led  at  Victoria,  and  all  shipped  to 
England  and  Unit«'d  States. 
So  far  the  average  selling  price  at  Victoria  has  been  $7.05. 


d  were  seized 


German  s 

iihoonci- 

Adele, 

1,000 

American 

schoonei 

Aliic  T.  Alger, 

2S4 

u 

11 

Newton, 

2;{!) 

(( 

li 

J.  0.  Hivan, 

00 

« 

u 

Henry  Dennis, 

700 

British  schooner 

Pathjindcr, 

50 

il 

u 

Viva, 

2,  ISO 

« 

u 

Annie  C.  Moore, 

i,;?oo 

u 

« 

Ma(f(jie  Me, 

1,200 

u 

u 

tiapphire. 

1,02!) 

11 

« 

W.  P.  i^ayward, 

1,(M)0 

« 

« 

Kate, 

Oil 

« 

« 

Favorite, 

None 

« 

« 

Penelope, 

1,8.10 

(( 

a 

Blaek  Diamond, 

55 

(( 

u 

Lily, 

74 

« 

» 

Ariel, 

834 

(( 

« 

Minnie, 

621 

• 

« 

Heat  rice, 

700 

<; 

« 

Thcrese, 

None. 

(( 

« 

Mary  Ellen, 

None. 

Tlie  recor 

do 

r  the  t 

•ollection  as  given 

above  is  from  the  custom  Tionse 

at  Victoria 

and 

veritied  by  the  principal  imrchasers.    The  price  i)aid 

for  skins  came 

from  tiie  account  books  of  t';e  purchasers  and  were  veri- 

lied  by  curr 

ent 

prico 

lists  published  in 

the  Lomlon  fur  market. 
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NUMBER  OF  SCnOONKKS    KMPLOYKD  BEALING  IN  THE    BERING,    AND  THEIR  VALUE. 


The  second  branch  of  my  investigation  was  the 
number  of  vessels  owned  by  Canadians  engaged  in 
sealing  in  the  Bering  Sea,  their  value,  cost  of  outfit,  etc. 

There  are  in  the  business:  Twenty-four  schooners.    Total  tonnage, 


YpRRelH,  and  valne 
thereof. 


1,404  tons.    Total  value,  including  outfits,  $173,350 
261.    Indians  employed,  385. 


Whites  employed, 


'  Took  Arom  Bering. 


I 


|i  :  ^v 


r 


■  f 


h  i 


600 


TKHTIMONY 


Of  tlioso  twt'tity  four  s«-1iouim'Is  sailing:  iimlcr  tlio  Tlritisli  fliifj,  live 
ai'c  owned  half  l»y  Aiiu'ricaiis.  'I'Ih'si-  llvr  scIhhumts  illegally  mulcr 
the  llritisli  Haj;  uiv  wnilli  .i«.'5«i,."»(M),  Iniviii;;  an  actual  Cjina*lian  invest- 
UH'Ut  of  $1;M»,7.j(). 

NO    AriTAI-    INVKST.MKNT. 

.,      ,  lliit  tln'R'  is  li'allv  in>t  ouv.  dollar  actually  invostcd 

Ml  Die  r>i'i'iu;:>'  Sra  sraliii;;'.  and  lor  tlicso  r«rasons: 

(1)  All  the  schooneis  are.  «'n;;a;;'ed  in  othi-r  luisiness,  such  as  hunting 
and  lishinj"'  down  tlu^  west  c(»ast  and  in  the  North  l'acili<^ 

(li)  If  the  sealinj;  husiness  was  stopped  entirely  the  schooners  would 
not  depreciate  a  <iollar  in  value. 

(.">)  The  sealinj;'  Uusiness  requires  no  special  plant,  weapons,  or  uten- 
sils. The  sclntoners  are  <;oniinon  s<-hooners,  the  boats  coniinon  Ixjats, 
ami  the;>'uns  common  ^uns  which  will  Wring  their  valu<  at  any  timu 
lor  any  other  purp<»se. 

(4)  Less  than  ono  third  of  a  sealin^j:  schooner's  cruise  is  in  the  Bcv- 

KyTIMATINa   VALUES. 

It  Is  a.  simple  task  to  arrive  with  exactitude  at  the  value  of  the 

How  .Htimiitc'   of  '^'■hooners  and   their  outlits.    They  cost   to  build   in 

vniiioof  vtwU  iiii.i   Hiitish  ('ohnnhia  .*.S(>  per  ton.     In  the  United  States 

.M.tiiu  m  .•.mv.a  at.     ^^^^,  ,.^^^^  j^  .j,  ^^^^^^  ^^^,^.  j^,„_     r^.^^^,  ^,,.,^^^  tonna;ie  ot  the  tleet 

beinj;  1,40-t  at  the  Ameiican  late  of  .<!100  a  ton  it  woidd  represent 
*i 4(5,400,  at  th(^  Canadian  rate  .*117,1L'0. 

This  W(»uld  be  for  the  schooners  as  they  are  delivered  new,  m  itli  masts, 
sails,  anchors,  and  littiiif>s.  ■^ 

Some  of  the  sealiufj;  schooners  are  fine,  new  boats,  others  are  very  old. 
The  i}fifri>  Toiflor  and  Man/  FAlcn  have  both  seen  thirty-live  years  of 
buffeting  about  the  stonny  ocean,  while  the  L'tUfi  has  been  forty-six 
years  ath)at.  The  liUwk  DUuuond  is  r<'ally  unfit  for  sea, and  the  'luaniUi 
was  driven  out  of  the  coast  trade  as  unsafe  and  past  repair.  This  was 
the  fate  of  the  Wamlnrr  also.  The  Lrtitia  I  saw  lyinj^  in  the  Vict(U'ia 
bone-yard  beinj;'  broken  up,  and  the  Mountahi  Chief  is  ready  for  the 
sanu'  fate. 

In  order  to  jjet  an  exact  valmition,  I  procured,  when  possible,  the 
ret'ord  of  the  latest  sale  of  the  v<'ssel,  and  in  other  cases  emjdoyed  an 
expert  shipbuilder  or  took  the  valuations  of  the  underwriter's  expert, 
not  on  the  amount  tor  which  tlie  vessel  was  insured,  but  his  estimate  of 
what  it  wotdd  cost  to  repliu'e  her. 

In  every  case  the  vahu>.  I  have  }iiven,excei»t  in  case  of  actual  sale,  is 
rather  nuu-e  than  the  vessel  would  sell  for  in  an  ordiiniry  barjiain. 

Tn  the  course  of  my  investijyation  as  to  the  valueof  the  tirade  to  Can- 
ada, 1  secured  a  copy  of  a.  rei>ort  nnid(^  for  th<'  Dominion  (Jovernn)ent 
by  A.  K.  Miln,  esq.,  siuveyor  of  the  ]»ort  of  Victoria.  W  lie  Mr.  Miln 
is  naturally  prejudiced  somewhat  in  favor  of  his  Canadian  friends  in 
KHtiniiiiP  i.v  A.  i{.  pr<'l>sii'i'ff  ii  report  which  will  be  made  the  basis  of  their 
jiii'ii.siiiy.'.vorofpoit  claiui  ou  the  United  States  Government,  he  is  clesirly 
oj  \n;t(>rm.  .^j^  houest  official  and  has  done  his  work  generally  cor- 

rect. His  estimate  of  the  total  value  of  the  Victoria  sealing  fleet  is 
$200,500,  or  $27,150  in  excess  of  my  valuations.  As  his  figures  are 
certain  to  bo  the  ones  adoi)ted  by  the  Canadian  Government,  I  took 
special  i>ain8  to  correct  my  valuations  thoroughly  when  they  differed 
from  his.    I  found  that  ifi  many  cases  he  had  taken  the  owner's  valua 
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tioii,  which  was  far  in  excess  of  the  real  value.  I  a]>pend  the  real  value 
as  c<Miipare4l  with  Mr.  Miln's  estimates,  and  also  a  co|>y  of  Miln's  re- 
l)ort  made  Aufiiist  17,  ISSO,  sworn  U*  before  A.  L.  Melyea,  esq..  Vi(!- 
toria,  IJritlsh  ('ohimbia,  and  forwarded  to  the  j^overnor  general  of  ('an- 
ada. 

As  a  sealing^  sch(i»»ner  is  only  ('iigafrcd  one-third  of  her  time  in  the 
IW'rinf,',  the  other  twothinls  being  spent  in  tli(^  west  t'oast  sealiii};,  tish- 
iiig,  otter  hunting,  or  some  other  business,  only  «)nc-tliird  of  the  fleet's 
value  can  properly  be  said  to  b<  i  iveste«l  in  the  Ih'ring  sealing  busi- 
ness. The  actual  cash  investnu'iit  of  all  the  ('anadas  in  this  traflic  is 
therefore  one-third  of  !!<l;{«»,7r)(>,  or  the  insigiiilicant  sum  of  )j'4r»,riS.*».;{;j, 
and  even  that  woidd  not  be  lost  if  the  trallic  were  stopped. 

OfiTFIT,    Al)VAN<i:S,    ])\'(\ 

lioth  Miln's  valimtioiiH  and  my  own  iin^lnde  the  cost  of  the  sealing 
outtit.  'IMie  value  of  an  oiitlit  for  sealing  depends  upon 
the  size  of  the  schooner,  the  iiumbcr  of  men  and  boats  '"'""''"""" 
she  carries,  and  whether  or  not  they  are  liMllans.  As  you  will  see  by 
oiH'  of  the  tables  appemled,  there  were  this  year  .'{S,}  Indians  and  LMil 
white  men  eniidoyed  on  sealing  schooners  fitted  out  in  Victoria,  and 
where  white  nion  are  cmidoyed,  tlu'Si-liooner  i-anics  boats  of  American 
make,  has  her  hunters  arme<l  with  rilles  and  shotguns,  and  carries  all 
told  a  crew  of  4  nu'ii  to  each  hunting  boat.  The  men  are  engaged  in 
this  way:  The  hunter  who  shoots  the  seal  has  two  men  in  his  boat  to 
row  him,  making  .'{men  actually  in  the  boat,  and  a  few  hands  are  left 
on  board  tlu'-  scho<Mier  to  haiidh'  her.  Thus,  a  schooner  having  a  crew 
of  L'O  men  all  told,  woiihl  have  />  boats  and  ;"»  hunters.  T1m>  t-ostof  the 
oiitlit  is,  for  such  a  schooner: 

live  Loiits  (;ostiii(i;  in  San  Fninriscd,  wlicif  tliry  aii- all  Iniilt,  $I(X)  each $r>00 

Five  Mailing  ritles,  at  f.\'t 175 

Five,  Nliot^jnns,  at$liri 17r> 

Two  rxtia  j?"  »« 70 

Sa'tlbr  Heal  wkins 2(X) 

l''ivt;  ♦liouHand  romidH  ainnimiiticMi  (or  j;""**  and  rilles |i>5 

I'ldvisions  lor  twenty  men  lour  nionllis,  sit  ifiS  per  liead  per  niontli JMO 

Insurance,  oue-thivtl  of  year 175 

2  000 
KXfKNSKS   OK   A   TIIII*. 

The  expenses  of  a  sealing  trip  in  the  I'.ering  are,  for 

^-  .,     ,  •  Ktipi'Iisom  of  n  trill, 

a  tour  months'  cruise:  ' ' 

Captain,  wafjeH,  at  $1(K" $400 

'I'en  seamen,  at  $35  jter  niontii 1,  400 

Five  ordinary  seamen  or  boys,  at  $-'(>  i>er  inonUi ...  400 

Paid  to  hnnt'ers,  at  $2  per  skin,  l,(M)n  an  aetiial  averaj;fe S,  2(M) 

5,400 

Total  expense  and  nntftt 7,  400 

As  the  huntei's  are  paid  by  the  skin,  the  expenses  would  be  more  if 
the  catch  was  larger.  The  expeiis«^  of  a  six-boat  schooner  would  be 
]>ro[>ortionately  greater  as  it  w<mld  be  if  the  cruise  was  made  longer. 
Miln's  estimate  in  his  re])ort  to  the  governor-general  of  Canada,  is 
based  on  Ji  htnger  cruise  in  a  large  schooner,  and  is  no  doubt  a  fair 
estimate. 

Still  the  actual  expenses  of  a  schooner  can  not  be  figure«l  accurately 
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except  by  the  owner,  who  charges  every  item  of  expense  against  hei  as 
it  is  paid  out,  and  tlie  iignres  J  hav*^  given  oidy  serve  as  an  a])pr'»xi- 
nnitc  gnide  to  tlie  average  profits  of  a  s«!aling  tiij).  According  to  Mr. 
Miln's  estimate,  a  big  schooner  (!atcliing2,0(K>  seals  (an  observedly  high 
estinnite)  wonld  make  a  ]>rofit  of  $4,440  on  her  trij),  if  the  skins  sohl  for 
$7.50  each,  and  he  adds  that  siie  conhl  catch  ^{,000  skins  if  nndistnrbed 
by  a  Ujiited  States  Kevenne  crniser,  and  if  she  could,  two  things  wonld 
happen.  Skins  wonld  drop  to  next  to  nothing  in  valne  and  there  would 
))e  no  seals  next  year. 
Tlu'.re  are  2\  Victorian  schooners  in  the;  trade  and  32  San  l^'rancisco 
„  ,  ,  ,  ,.  and  J*ngetSonn<l  schooneis,  making  a  total  of  r)(}schoon- 
CitiiiKiiiiii  an-'  ■.iii.ii-  crs.  At  the  rate  ot  .i,000  skins  to  the  schooner,  they 
'■»"  ^■"■'"^•■'« "'  "'"•  wonld,  if  nndistnrbed,  takel<;s,000  skins.  As  the  seals 
they  kill  in  the  Heiing  are  nearly  all  fenniles  either  in  yonngoi- having 
„  .     ,  ,  ,   ,         jnstpnpi)ed,  the  loss  of  seal  life  Avoidd  be  ^.'Ui.OOO,     To 

EHlliiiiitt'il  ilcstriic-    ■;,.*'  ^,    ,  111     li.o  />/wi     1    -11     1  1  11  1 

fioiM.rN.iiiiit.i.vsiiiii   this  mnst  be  added  108,000   killed  iind  wounded  seal 
)i..,.t,iiuiir.stii;i.Mi.     .^^^^\  ^\^^,[^.  pups  not  caught,  making  a  total  of  072,000 

seal  killed  with  the  present  Heet. 
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COST  OF  INDIAN  OUTFIT. 

Where  Indians  are  eni])loyed  as  hunters,  the  exi)enseof  the  ontfit  and 
voyage  is  mncb  less.  Tiie  Indians  hunt  fiom  their 
own  skin  canoes,  kill  with  si)ears  instead  of  iirearms, 
so  that  otiier  seals  are  not  frightened  awiiy,and  feed  themselves  on  seal 
blubber.  Tiiey  are  i)aid  $1.50  juh-  skin  and  seal  with  two  men  to  the 
canoe,  one  to  spear  and  one  to  pad<lle.  The  cost  of  an  outfit  for  a 
schooner  carrying  thirty  Indians,  which  is  a  common  number,  is  fifte«'n 
skin  canoes  at  $20,  $;?00.  ^ 

Th<^  ex|)ense  of  tiie  voyage  is  for  the  wages  and  board  of  a  white 
captain  and  four  sailors,  suit  for  sesil  skins  and  a  little  tea  and  crackers 
for  the  Indians. 

Indian  sealing  being  so  much  cheiii)er  and  more  profitable  all  the 
schooners  would   engiig*'  Indians  w«'re  it  not  for  the  fact  that  these 
Siwash  are  an  extiemelv  troublesome  race  iind  reipiire 
1.S.M1 '''''■''' "'''■''''  ^''^'  iitiiKKst  tact  and  skill  to  manage.    Only  a  few  cap- 
tains can  h;in<lle  them  to  ad  vantage  and  they  are  mostly 
captains  who  have  Siwash  blood  in  their  veins. 

LOSING  WOUNDED  SEALS. 


The  statement  I  niiide  that  the  ca])ture  of  108,000  skins  meant  the 
..,   ,     ,,,...  (lentil  of  720,000  seals,  needs  some  exi)lanation.     The 

Wiisto  ot  lilu.  ,.  ii       .   1         •  1    •      ii       II       •         I.,  1         ^    -I 

seiuing  fleet  l)egins  work  in  the  licringSea  abcmt  June 
iind  is  all  back  home  by  the  end  of  Sejttember.  Uuiiiig  this  period 
there  ar«'  but  few  seals  in  the  waters  of  IJering  »Sea,  except  females. 
The  male  seals  are  :ill  at  the  breeding  ishinds,  either  guarding  their 
9r,i..r  .•..,(..(■  «™u  l'i»>'<''"*^  <>'■  Wiiiting  the  coming  of  the  feniiiles.  Ninety- 
idiioa  ill  li.iinv  Siii  fivc  |i»M'  ceiit  of  all  the  seals  killed  dining  summer  and 
''^"'"''"''  aiitnmn  in  tlie  Bering  ai'c  females, 

Thomas  IMowiit,  esq.,  inspector  of  fisheries  for  Ibilish  Columbia,  in 
his  report  to  tln^  governor-general  of  C/anada,  says  that  only  1  jier 
cent  of  the  Bering  collection  are  pups. 

The  female  seals  killed  in  the  Bering  are  either  on  their  way  to  give 
birth  to  their  young  or  have  left  their  imp  on  the  islands,  and,  guided 
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l)y  that  instinct  "ivon  by  nature  to  all  mothers,  have     ^     ,    ,   „ 
jjone  h>rth  to  search  tor  lood  to  sustain  tlie  lite  xn  the 
little  one.    In  either  case  the  death  of  the  mother  means  the  death  of 
tlu^  young. 

In  the  list  of  skins  ottered  for  sal<^  in  the  London  market  there  appears 
th(^  classifl(!atiou  "black  i)ups."     These  are  the  skins 
of  unlxu'n  seals  torn  from  the  wombs  of  their  dead  "'^  ^"'* 

mother.     It  is  not  a  pleasant  ])ictnre,  but  it  can  not  be  avoided. 

Tiie  soft-eyed  seal  niotluvr,  making  her  rajiid  wiiy  through  the  iJering 
S<'a.  to  reach  the  islands  in  time  to  bring  forth  her  young,  for  siie  knows 
that  the  time  (d"  gestation  is  nearly  at  an  end,  with  every  instinct  of  Jier 
nalure  concentrated  in  the  thought  of  her  expected  (lelivery,  in  that 
<M)iidition,  of  ill!  others,  most  demanding  th(! consideration  of  brutes,  let 
alone  of  men,  is  slain  by  the  ruthless  s«'al  huntcn's  ami  heri)U[)  dragged 
moist  from  the  womb  tliat  his  skin  may  figure  among  the  lu'oceeds  of 
thci  sealer's  trip.  There  is  something  so  revolting,  so  hideous  in  this 
slaughter  that  even  the  sealers  tlu'inselves  do  not  care  to  talk  about  it. 

So,  too,  is  revolting  the  slaughter  of  tiie  female  seal  that  has  given 
birth  to  liei'  puj)  and  gone  out  into  the  sea  to  find  food  to  sustain  the 
lives  of  both  of  them.  She  leaves  her  juij)  on  shore,  a  helpless,  tiny 
thing,  SH»ft  and  l>ul])y,  and  <mly  able  to  wiiggh^  and  bark.  Nature  has 
taught  her  to  rerognize  it  a.moni;;  hundi'cdsof  thousands  by  its  plaintive 
bh^at,  and  tln^  cigerncss  with  which  she  rushes  to  its  side  when  she 
comes  ashore  shows  how  laiuh  she  loves  to  fondle  and  care  for  it.  If 
the  mother  is  kilh^l  the  pup  wmII  linger  on  for  a.  time, 
only  todic  of  starvation  in  the  end,  or,  because  of  weak- 
ness, be  dashed  to  pieces  in  the  first  storm.  Thousands  of  these  orphan 
]uips  are  found  along  the  coast  after  a  severe  storm,  dead,  because  they 
liad  not  sufficient  strength  to  exist  in  their  natural  element,  iiad  their 
mothers  been  spared  till  it  was  time  for  the  pui»s  to  take  to  the  water 
and  live  on  fish  of  tiieir  own  catching,  no  storm  thar  ever  raged  in  the 
Arctic  Ocean  could  disturb  them.  The  seal  pup  can  live  a  longtime 
without  food,  which  is  a  wise  provision  of  nature,  because  th«' mother  often 
has  to  go  a  very  long  distance  to  fisli,l»iit  after  a  few  days,  if  the  mother 
does  not  return,  the  pup's  vitality  beeomes  exhausted  and  it  dies. 

WHAT   lIUN'risRS   LOSB. 

In  attempting  to  ascertain  exaelly  tli<^  number  of  seals  killed  and 
lost  by  the  Bering  S»'a  imiiteis,  I  lound  a.  wide  diver 
gciice  of  stateiiu'iit. 

It  is  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  (lie  seal  hunter  to  have  the  rei>uta- 
tioii  of  losing  but  few  seals,  lie  is  paid  l>y  llie  skin,  and  the  more  he 
catches  the  greater  his  remuneration,  but  tiiat  is  not  all.  The  hunter 
with  the  Itest  reimtation  as  a  sure  catthcr  is  in  the  greatest  deniaiid, 
can  seciircM'inployment  in  the  Itest  sclio(»ner  ami  the  largest  sum  of 
advance  money.  Hesides  self  interest,  there  e«»iiics  vanity  t(»  urge  the 
liiinter  U>  inak*-  the  biggest  repiitati(»ii  possible  for  himself. 

To  use  a  cominon  expi'essi(Hi,  the  s<'al  liuiiters  all  brag  about  their 
sureness  of  aim.  The  best  shots  use.  a  rifle  an<l  fire  at 
a  range  of  from  50  to  12",  yards.  The  poorer  sli(»ts  de-  ..cVi^^'^unr  '"""" 
peiid  on  a  shotgun  loaded  with  buckshot,  and  will  lire 
at  a  seal  up  to  r)(>  yards  away.  The  Indian  hunters  use  spears,  and 
pad<lle  noiselessly  uj)  to  the  sleeping  seal  to  plung<'  the  spear  in  its 
shoulder.  They  never  attempt  to  spear  a  seal  that  is  awake.  An  In- 
dian hunter  will  paddle  in  anumg  a  lot  of  "sleepers"  and  spear  them, 
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one  itf'tcr  tlio  otlicr,  wliilo  a  wliitc  Imntci'  who  nsos  fii'earins  alarms 
evriy  .seal  in  the  iieigliboiiiKod  at  the  first  discliarj;e. 
The  Indians  h)se  about  one-third  of  all  they  spear  either  from  failure 
to  kill  when  tiiey  strike  or  because  the  dead  seal  sinks 
t(M)  (jnickly  for  them  to  seeure  it. 
The  white  hunters  (h»  not  get  one  half  of  all  they  shoot.  Some  hunt- 
ers are  V(^ry  ea  re  fnl  shots  and  will  not  lire  uidess  the 
i).v  wiiii.^  j^j..,]  j^  y^,^,^]  within  ranj;«',  but  the  seal  is  likely  to  sink 
before  tlu^  boat  ean  }>et  to  it,  or,  if  Avounded,  Avill  dive 
like  a  Hash  to  sict  away.  A  numlwr  of  hunters  have  boasted  that  they 
secure  niiuity  live  seals  for  one  liundr<Ml  siiots,  and  some  have  niadeaHi- 
davits  of  even  more  wonderlul  exploits.  They  presume  too  much  on 
]>ublic  ij-iiorance  and  credulity. 

Only  the  head  of  a  seal  ai>i>ears  for  them  to  aim  at.     They  are  shoot- 
iujn'  at  a  niovinj;'  object  from  a  movinj;'  boat,  and  it  is 
srauvi.h 'nmiM'.'^'' ''  iibsuid  to  pretend  that  0."»  ].er  cent  of  their  slu.ts  are 
fatal,  and  that  all  the  seals  they  kill  are  jucked  u]) 
before  sinkinji'.     It  is  as  absurd   as  thou,i>h  a  hunter  on  land  shouhl 
boast  of  killinu'  *.)."»  per  cent  of  all   the  birds  he  aimed  at.     There  are  a 
few  uood  seal  hunters  whose  loss  does  not  ex«'eed  125  |»er  eent,  but  they 
are  as  well  known  in  llu'  North  aschani|»ion  1)aseball  jdayers  in  Amer- 
ica, and  form  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  200  seal  hunters  who  signed 
lor  the  trip  this  year. 
Fortunately  it  is  not  necessi'ry  to  <lepend  on  the  statements  of  the 
seal  hunters.     I  secured  access  to  the  ship  accounts  of 
several  sealeis,    nd  found  that  in  every  ease  tln^  eon- 
sumption  of  a'umnnition    showed  nn>re  than  txin  ear- 
trid^ies  nsed  ibr  every  sealskiii  captured. 

1  s|tent  considerable  tinu'  an-onjn  the  Siwash  Indian  sea1<V's,  iiiid,  while 
they  braj;'  of  their  iiid'viibial  ]»row«'ss,  they  admitte<l  a  loss  of  .'{O  per 
cent  at  least.  On  this  su])ject  I  appeml  a  statenu'ut  made  by  Captain 
Olsen,of  tlie  sealinj;'  bark  flcsxir  liiit()\  of  N'ictoiia.: 

Captain   Olsen,  of  tin;  AnuMican  schooner  litHsir  /////cr,  of  Astoiia, 
reached  Victoria,  September  li7,  bSSO.     Jn  the  office  ot 
nusi''r'r'li,?V'w;.  the  AnuTican  consul.  Col.  If.  Stevens  he  said:  "I  took 
y,»/.r,  iiM  111  \Mis(r  C.I   r),")0  skins  in  the  IJerinji'.     Of  these  -7  were  jtiips,  .">L*0 
'''■''"■  females,  and  .'}  male  seals,  which  I  killed  off  the  island  of 

Kodiak.  Most  of  tlunemale  seals  were  with  younji'.  I  had  a  jureen  crew 
and  ji'iecn  hunters.  They  used  sliot.i^nns  ami  sometimes  the ritle.  They 
not  about  1  seal  for  every  .".  they  aimed  at.  Sonu^  they  missed  alto- 
ji'ether,  and  some  of  tlu'  wounded  oiu's  }jot  away.  There  is  j^reat  risk 
of  losinya  tia\<'liii.i>' seal.  TIk'  sleeping' seal  Itlow  u|)  an  air  bladder  that 
keeps  them  from  sinking,  but  the  seal  when  awake  sink  easily.  Hooks 
are  used  to  i;rapple  them,  loit  if  the  boat  is  some  distance  from  the  seal 
when  it  is  killed  it  does  not  often  uct  it.  I<'or  that  reason  rille  sliootinj;' 
at  lonu  rantic  hardly  pays.  J  will  met  about  •ii'T. 75  foi- some  of  my  skins 
and  $S  fur  others.  i\Iy  \oya.u(^  will  pay  Ix'cause  I  ran  the  boat  on  tln^ 
cheap.  I  only  had  two  men  to  the  boat,  and  only  )>aid  n»y  hunters  !i<l 
a  skin,  instead  of  •*!.*,  which  is  i)aid  to  lirst class  hunters.  Some  very 
skillful  hunters  do  not  lose  many  skins.  They  will  nevci-  tire  unless  a 
seal  is  at  close  ranjue,  and  they  jncnerally  kill.  Of  e(Mirse  they  los(^  some 
fr(»m  siiikinji'.  All  the  hunters  hra^'  about  how  tew  they  lose,  because 
they  want  the  reputation  of  bein<';>ood  hunteis.  The  better  reputation 
they  have  thi^  better  chance  they  fi'i't. 

"  II' tlie  lleriujii  Sea  was  open  many  new  men  would  come  into  the 
business,  and  the  loss  would  be  greater.     Only  a.  few  men  make  sue- 
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cessfiil  Iniiitcrs.  It  is  like  Ix'iiin-  »  <"lcver  riHc  sliot.  If  tlio  host  liniit- 
ei's  lose  leu  or  fifteen  in  a  liuiKircd  the  other  iviiid  lose  ten  times  a« 
many,  if  Jiot  more.  Green  liands  will  throw  away  alotof  ammnnition, 
shootinj;- iit  eveiythinj;  they  see,  whether  it  is  in  range  or  not.  You 
ean  not  sto])  tliem.  Tiiey  will  wound  more  than  they  kill.  If  the 
motlier  of  a  yonnjj;  seal  is  killed  the  pup  is  very  likely 
to  die.  It  Avill  W  so  w<';dc  that  the  lirst  storm  will 
<lash  it  ashore  and  kill  it,  or  it  may  die  of  starvation.  I  have  seen 
]»u|»s  hardly  lar<;<u' than  a>  rat>  from  laek  of  nourishment.  A  starved 
oi' neglected  ori)han  imp  is  nearly  suie  todies.  At  one  storm  the  na- 
tives found  over  tiirec^  hundred  pups  washed  ashore  in  a  littU' covi*,  and 
the  water  around  was  full  of  dead  jiups.  It  is  certain  that  nearly  all 
the  dead  i)ups  were  <ui>haiis.  Tlu'  female  seal  when  „ 
suckling  !ier  young  has  to  go  out  into  the  ocean  in 
search  of  foo(l,  and  it  is  those  females,  or  females  on  the  way  to  the 
!■  <rding  grounds  to  give  birth  totln^vonng,  that  we  kill  in  the  liering 
Sea.  VVe  liiui  s(uue  iiarren  female  seals — female  seals  too(»ld  to  breed, 
ov  thai  for  sonus  reason  have  not  bred.  1  have  often  wondered  that 
tluire  are  not  imu'e  barren  seals.  The  males  on  the  islands  will  secure 
twenty  or  twenty-tive  females,  and  the  male  being  constantly  engaged 
in  tighting,  it  is  likely  that  many  of  the  females  are  negiected.  A 
young  seal  does  not  tak«' to  tlu'  water  naturally.  IJo 
'has  to  be  taught  to  swim.  TIm^  hair  seal  will  pup  any-  J^^^'"  ""*  ""'i'"'"' 
where,  and  the  ])Ui)s  will  go  right  into  the  wat<'r,  but 
tlu'  fur  seals  are  forced  to  go  ashore  to  bring  forth  their  young  and 
forced  to  leave  their  young  on  land,  while  they  go  into  the  water  to 
feed  and  bathe.  1  supi>ose  that  if  evei'y<me  could  kill  seal  in  the  Ber- 
ing in  a.  few  years  the  seals  would  all  be  dead  except  the  males,  and  in 
time  the  seals  would  be  exterminated.'' 
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In  ascertaining  the  value  of  the  vessels  that  have  been  seized  by  the 
Tliiitcd  States  (ioxcrnnu'iit  for  illegal  s«'aling  in  the 
r.ering  Sea  1  got  the  record  of  actual  sales  in  every  vaiM....iH.i7,«dvi.»- 
ease  where  the  vessel  had  changed  hamls  during  the 
])ast  six  years.  Many  of  the  schooners  were  bought  by  their  last  own- 
ers at  j)rivale  sale,  but  others  had  been  sold  at  auction.  The  seized 
sehooiuiis  belonging  to  Boscowitz  and  Warren  were  all  sold  at  auction 
in  the  year  lS,S."i  anil  were  b<»ught  in  by  a  party  in  the  interest  of  llos- 
cowitz  for*l  each  above  th<^  lien  on  them.  No  one  bid  higher  than 
liiat,  tor  the  exi'ellent  reason  that  the  lien  re])res<'nted  in  every  case 
the  full  vabu'  of  the  boat  ami  outfit,  and  was  given  by  Warren,  in  whoso 
iiauH- the  boats  stood,  (o  secure  l>(»scowitz,  who,  b«'ing  an  American, 
c(»uld  not  legally  own  an  inteiest  in  boats  sailing  under  the  Diitish 
Hag.  I  ap])end  a certifu'd  c<»py  of  the  sale  of  these  vessels  at  public 
auction  in  \icloria  in  iss."». 

T.  T.  Williams. 

VicToiMA,  11.  C,  (htnlxr  /,  issn. 

T  MTi:n  Statics  oi'  A:\n;i{icA, 

^Utic  of  <!ali/iinii(i,  Cihj  (IihI  Cointlji  of  Stni  Frnurisco^  ss  : 

T,  Clement  P.enm'tt,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  vMy  and  county, 
residing  therein,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  do  (lertily  that  on  this 
4tli  day  of  A])ril,  A,  I),  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninery-two,  I 
carefully  compared  the  foregoing  copy  of  a  report  of  T.  T.  Williams 
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with  tlie  original  thereof,  now  in  tlie  ]K)sso,ssion  of  the  Alaska  Conimer- 
eial  Company  of  Kan  Francisco,  <  ^alilornia,  and  tliat  tlie  same  is  n  lull, 
true,  and  eorrcct  transcript  therefrom  and  of  tlie  wliole  of  said  original 
report. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  aflixed  my  offi- 
cial seal  at  my  oHice,  in  tlie  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  State  of 
Calif<)rnia,  this  4th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  181>2. 

[SEAL.J  Clement  Uennett, 

J^'olary  rublic. 


Uej/osition  ofJoIni  Woodnifl]  sealer. 

tiolagu!  sealing. 

State  of  Califoknia, 

(■if if  anil  Coiniff/  of  Sou  Fraiicis-t'o,  ss  : 

John  VVoodnitf,  lia\  inj;'  been  duly  sworn,  de])os;es  and  says:  T  am  21 
yeais  of  aj;e.  My  occu|>ation  is  that  of  a  l)oatinan.  I 
liv(^  in  San  P'rancisco.  I  went  on  a  scalin,n"  voyage  last 
year  in  the  scliooncr  SoulherlnmL  Wc  left  San  Fran- 
cisc(>  in  iMareh.  sealing  all  tlie  way  along  the  coast.  We 
put  in  at  San<l  Point,  staying  fliere  a  week,  and  then 
went  into  the  Ih'ring  Sea.  \Vc  were  in  there  about  a 
week  and  a  half,  and  wei'c  ordered  out  by  the  Kevenue 
Cutter  7»'//.s7*.  We  <'aught  a  few  seals  in  there.  When 
Ave  tirst  went  in  ther«'  v,  ;>  did  not  see  many,  but  after  we^weie  in  theie 
a  whih'  we  saw  j>lenty  of  IIh'iu  tliat  had  large  breasts  that  were  fall  of 
milk,  ami  our  catch  were  most  all  females;  tlu;  average 
w<»ul(l  be  about  one  male  to  ten  femah's,  and  we  killed 
cows  in  milk  1")()  miles  from  the  seal  islands.  A  green 
hunter  would  get  one  out  of  every  five  or  six  that  lie 
shot  or  killed,  smd  an  experienced  hunter  might  kill 
three  or  four  and  get  one.     A  great  many  that  we  shoot  sink. 

After  we  left  the  Bering  Sea  we  hove  to  outside  of  LTiiainak  Pass, 
staid  there  about  three  days,  and  started  home,  killing  a  few  young 
pujis  (Ui  the  way  doMU.  Our  «>iitire  catch  for  that  tri])  was  between 
308  and  .'i7.S  seals.  AVe  landed  most  of  tlu'ui  at  Sand  Point.  The 
cat(di  we  nnide  fr<nn  there  to  San  Fram-isco  we  landed  here,  i  saw  a 
good  many  ves.sels  going  into  the  Bering  Sea.  Tlu'i<'  was  also  quite 
a  number  of  vessels  at  Sand  Point.  Some  of  the  vessels  go  through 
Unamak  Pass  and  some  go  through  the  Four  IMouiitaiii  Pass.  That 
was  the  only  voyage  I  made.  The  seals  are  getting 
wild  an<l  hard  to  catcli.  Tlu'ie  are  a  great  many  green 
hands  in  the  business.  We  shot  at  everything  that 
came  along.  We  werc^  getting  TtO  cents  for  every  skin  obtained.  Onr 
boats  went  .'to  and  40  miles  from  the  schooner.  Sometimes  they  would 
leave  in  the  morning  at  ">  an<l  not  return  until  next  day  at  4  or  5  in  the 


ExptMirllci'. 
dtiutlifilaiiil,  18'.n. 

Kiiteroit  lU'iingSoii. 
OriU'rod  out. 


I'ri'iiiiiiiit  ffiniili'M 
taken  150  iiiile»  tVuiii 
islaiulH. 

Waste  of  life. 


InexiM'iiciiceil  8i':il 
era. 


evening. 


John  Woodtiuff. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Hth  day  of  Aiu'il,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  P.ennett, 

JSotary  Fuldic. 


u  Coininer- 
ue  is  a.  i'ull, 
ii<l  origiiiiil 

[cd  my  ofti- 
jo,  State  of 

KTT, 

y  ritbUc. 


,'s:  T  am  21 
oatiiiiiii.  I 
voya}4«'  last 

San  Kiaii- 
',  coast.  Wc 
k,  and  thou 
'.re  abont  a 
he  Jtevenue 
we.  When 
lore  in  there 
,vere  full  of 
rlui  averajic 
(I  we  killed 
A  green 
six  that  he 

might  kill 

luiak  Pass, 
few  young 
IS  l»etween 
'oint.  The 
.    J  saw  a 

also  (|uite, 
;o  through 
'ass.  That 
ire  getting 
nany  green 

thing  that 
ined.  Our 
;hey  would 
or  r»  ill  the 

Ia.D.  1892. 

IKTT, 

1^  Fuhlic. 


> 


TAKEN  IN   SAN  FRANCISCO. 
Deposition  of  Oeorge  Znmmitt,  sealer. 

rKLAGIC  SEALING. 

State  of  Califounia, 

City  and  Count;/  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 

George  Zauimitt,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 
.'U  years  of  age.  1  rciside  in  San  Frane.iseo.  I  am  a 
machinist  by  oeeupation.  1  made  a  sealing  voyage  on  ExiMiiture. 
the  schooner  Screntn-si.v  ab(mt  eight  years  ago.  (Jaj)- 
lain  Potts  was  master  of  her.  We  did  not  hunt  at  all 
going  ni>  tlu^  <*oast.  We  left  here  and  went  direct  to 
the  liering  Sea.  We  went  over  to  the  (1o]»|)er  Islands, 
on  the  Russian  side,  but  were  <lriven  away,  and  we 
eame  back  towanls  the  St.  Paid  and  St.  George  Islands 
and  caught  about  200  seals.    We  Avere  driven  away 
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I  am 


Seventi/ux,  1880. 

Knlcreil  HeringSca. 
C  o  i>  p  o  r 


Went,  f 
IhIhiiiIh. 


Driven    away 
liiiHMiaiiH. 


i»y 


CaiiKlit  2110  Huals. 
Sliot  luimtiv  fi'iiink-.s. 


IncliHcrimiuato  kill- 
ing. 

Wiislo  of  lifii. 


from  there,  and  then  the  vessel  returned  to  Victoria, 

British  Columbia,  and  I  left  the  vessel  there.    We  only 

used  rilles.     We  shot  mostly   females,     I    was    boat- 

l)uller  and  <lid  other  work  also.    During  the  voyage  we 

lost  the  mate,  who  was  washed  overboard,  and  we  also 

lost  two  boats  at  the  same  time  in  a  storm.     We  sailed 

from  this  city.     We  tired  at  all  the  seals  we  could,  regardless  of  their 

sex.     We  got  one  out  of  every  six  or  seven  we  shot  at  or  killed. 

Gkoucjk  Zammitt. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  April,  A.  1).  1892. 

[L.  S.j  CLEMKNT    liENNJiTT, 

Notary  Fuhlic. 
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TESTIMONY  RELATING   TO  THE  GENERAL  SEA]>SK1N  INDUS- 
TRY IN  THE  UNITED  STATLIS. 


Deposition  of  George  Bnntle,  jxiclrr  and  sorter  of  raic  fur  sicins. 

(ienehal  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  ^'an  Franeisco,  ss : 

Geoi'fje  J3iintle,  liaving  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age 

is  53.     1  reside  in  San  FraiiciM'o.     I  snn  a  packer  and  sorter  of  raw  fur 

ri«iico  i^kins,  and  have  been  engaged  in  that  occupation  for 

xpermiico.  ^j^^^  ^_^^^  twenty  years.     My  calling  has  made  nie  ai 

judge  of  raw  seal  skins,  as  I  have  handled  in  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years 

from  10,000  to  15,000  annually. 

I  can  tell  by  examining  a  skin  whether  it  was  caught  in  season  or  out 
of  seawm,  and  whether  it  was  caught  on  the  Kussian  side  or  on  the 
Difl-.Tt'iire  ixtwcii  American  side.  A  Kussian  skin  is  generally  coarser, 
Kiissiiiu  mi.i  Aiii.ii-  and  the  under  wool  is  generally  darker  and  coarser  than 
the  skins  of  the  seals  caught  on  the  AmJ^ican  side.  A 
Russian  skin  does  not  make  as  tine  a  skin  as  the  skins  of  the  seals 
cauglit  on  the  American  Adi-.,  and  are  not  worth  as  much  in  the  market. 
1  can  easily  distinguish  one  from  the  other. 

Dimicnm  luiwten       1  cjiu  also  tcIl  by  examining  a  skin  whether  it  has 

"'"'" "'"' """''"'  been  taken  from  a  l\'male  or  jnale. 

I  have  examined  and  sorted  a  great  many  thousand  skins  taken  from 

sealing  schooners,  and  have  observed  that  they  are 

ear  y  n    eiiia .-.    ,,^..|,.j^.  .^]j  tcinalcs,  a  fcw  being  old  bnlls  and  yearlings. 

A  female  seal  has  a  smaller  head,  and  a  larger  belly,  when  with 
young,  than  a  male  seal,  and  the  fur  on  the  belly  ])art,  wliere  the  teats 
are,  in  consequence  of  being  worn,  is  not  worth  much,  and  has  to  be 
cut  olf  after  being  dyed. 

G.  Bantle. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Sth  day  of  April,  A.  1).  ISOli. 

[L.  S.]  (jLl^MliNT   IlENNETT, 

Notary  riiblic. 


Deposition  of  G.  Francis  Bates,  member  of  the  firm  of  Martin  Bates,  jr., 

tt*  Co.,  furriers. 

general  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  ofiVV/r  Vorlc,  ss: 
0.  Francis  Bates,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Martin  Bares,  jr.,  »&  Co.,  i  nd  am  the  person  described  iu  and  who  veri- 
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^ther  it  liiis 


fied  an  affldiivit  on  tlui  2-M  day  ofJnne,  1802,  relating:  to  tlio  value  of 
tlie  industry  of  niaiuifacturinj;'  sealskin  articles  in  the  United  States, 
and  other  matters. 

1  have  siji'iied  the  Urni  iianio  to  the  statement  hereto  annexed,  which 
has  been  i>n'pared  from  a  careful  examination  of  the  linn  hooks,  and  I 
know  it  to  hetriu'  in  all  r«'S|»ects.    Tlie  seal  skins  therein 


reierred  to  were  all  purchased  at  \  ictoria,  iJritish  sKius  ,„i,,i,aM..i  i,y 
('olunil)ia,  and  are  of  the  class  «'ommonlv  known  as  i>'ni  m  \  iri.niii  Uom 
northwest  coast  skins,  i.  c,  skins  from  animals  which 
were  caujiht  in  the  l*a«'ilic  Ocean  or  in  the  waters  (»f  IJerinji"  Sea.  The 
statement  represents  all  of  the  skins  of  this  class  which  were  purt-hased 
by  my  linn  between  the  years  ISSO  and  ISJK),  inclusive,  toj^ether  with 
the  full  juices  paid  tor  them.  I  believe  these  prices  t(>  reiu-esent  the 
averajje  value  (»f  northwest  «'oast  skins  at  Victoria  dnriiif^  these  years, 
<>xcept  that  tin;  price  paid  for  the  small  lot  purchased  in  ISUO  is,  as  1 
am  informed,  below  the  average  for  that  year.  I  tind,  however,  uiion 
n'ferring;  to  my  books,  that  this  lot  was  composed  of  small  skins,  some 
of  them  in  poor  c(Hidition. 

During  the  year  181)1  we  i>urcliased  no  northwest  coast  skins,  and  I 
am  therefore  unable  to  state,  of  my  own  knowledge, 
their  value  in  that  year,  but  I  understand  that  in  the 
fall  of  181M)  and  in  1891  it  was  very  much  higher  than 
in  any  }>revious  year,  owing"  entirely  to  the  diminished 
catch  of  sealskins  upon  the  I'ribilof  Islands  by  the 
lessees  of  the  Government  during-  those  years. 

C.  FiUNCis  Bates. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  ULM  day  of  .Inne,  1892. 

[SEAL.J  .  GEuK«iE   KlSSEMJEK,  -Ir., 

Kotan/  I'ublic  (Xo.D!))  City  and  Coxnty  of  Mew  lock. 


XciiK'  piiirliiiHiMl  in 
IWil. 

HiininislMMl  ciitcli 
on  I'riltiliir  IhIiiikIh  iu 
1M9U-'!)1. 
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74,  7li7 

4;iU,  !l7lt.  80 

Deposition,  of  M(f,v  Ileilhronner,   kSecretnry  of  the  Alanka   Commercial 

Company  of  Han  Fianeisco. 

sealskins  i'ukciiased  by  alaska  commercial  co. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 
Max  Ileilbronner,  having-  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 
the  secretary  ot  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  of  San  Francisco,  and 
as  such  have  custody  of  all  accounts  of  said  company. 
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stafempnt  of  svitiii  Tlie    foUowiiiff  tabulated  statement  pronared  by  me 

piirchnHwl    l>v     com-      .  ,  '^  ,  aij-ii- 

iNuiiirom  1871  to  1801.  troiii    tlioHe  accoiiiits  shows  the  lur-st'iu  skins  pur- 
cliased  and  shipi)cd  to  tlie,  company  l>y  its  agents  at 
Kadiak  and  IJnahiska  and  IVom  miscelhineous  sources  from  1871  to 
181)1,  inclusive: 


Date. 

Uiiitlaska 

Kndiak. 

Mimd- 
lant'oiiK. 

Total. 

&in 
l,5o:i 
2,  ;i49 

1 ,  22:1 
85ti 
502 

2,  .500 
2,01:1 

i,;i;ii 

941 

9;io 

1, 159 

Date. 

Uniiliiska. 

Kailiak. 
ino 

Mi.«.M-I- 

laiii'iiiiH. 

Total. 

1871 

510 

700 
444 

1,22:1 

:i.5ii 

5(i2 
2,  500 
2,  001 
1,207 

9:i0 

880 

i,o:)u 

188:i 

1884 

I8«5 

1880 

1887 

1888 

1880 

1800 

1801 

Total 

2, 18;i 

i,;t8tf 

2,821 
4,  087 
1,757 
;i.()4li 
2,  «79 
2, 025 

1,6.52 

1H72       

78 

725 
1,905 

;t5 

Oti 

22:1 

2,218 

j87;t 

1,48.') 

1874 

:i.044 

1H75 

4.087 

1876      

404 

05 
54:i 
471 

2,251 

1877 

:i,  141 

1878 

12 

124 

11 

59 
129 

:).  222 

1879 

:i.  ii'.iti 

1880 

1881          

40,088 

1882 

com 

Una' 


The  district  covered  by  the  company's  agency  at  Unalaska  embraces 

the  statitms  at  UnjJia,  IJolkoHski,  Sannak,  Akoutan, 
Di»t riots eoverea  i.y  Mosluovia,  Umuak,  Atka,  and  one  or  two  smaller 
iiala»ii«aiuiKaaiak.  posts.     I  aui  credibly  informed  by  those  cogni/ant  ot 

the  business  and  believe  that  a  larj^e  majority  of  the 
skins  from  this  agency  were  captured  in  the  North  Pacilic.  The  dis- 
trict embraced  by  the  Kadiak  Agency  includes  the  stations  at  upper 
and  lower  Kenai,  Prince  William  Sound,  and  several  tiatling  posts 
on  Kadiak  Island,  and  without  doubt  all  the  skins  from  this  agency 
were  caught  in  the  North  Pacilic.    A  large  majority  of  all  the  skins 

from  both  places  Aver6  pups  a  few  months  old.  The 
tiioleof  puna"^  "''''"'  skliis  uiidcr  the  heatl  of  miscellaneous^  were  bought 

from  ditlerent  vessels  which  bnuight  them  to  San 
Francisco.  I  think  they  were  all  or  nearly  all  caught  in  the  North 
Pacific. 

Max  IlElLURONNER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  INfay,  A.  D.,  1892, 
[u  s.]  Clement  liENNETT, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  George  TAebcs,  furrier,  of  San  Francisco. 

rEI.AUIC   OATCn. 

State  of  Califounia, 

Citif  and  Couuti/  of  Sau  Fraucisco,  ss: 

George  Liebes,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age 

is  25.     I  reside  in  San  Francisco.     1  am  a  furrier  and  dealer  in  dressed 

and  raw  furs  by  occupation.    1  have  been  engaged  in 

xporience.  ^^^^^^  buslncss  for  the  last  six  years,    I  have  been  going 

to  Victoria  for  the  last  two  years  for  the  purpose  of  buying  both  land 
and"  sea  furs.  In  1890  I  examinetl  14,000  fur-seal  sidns  that  were 
brought  down  on  a  tender  from  Sand  Point,  Alaska.  That  was  the 
entire  catch  of  the  Victoria  sealing  fleet  up  to  that  time,  the  middle  of 
June.  It  was  transferred  at  Sand  Point  so  that  the  schooners  which 
had  the  catch  on  board  could  enter  the  Bering  Sea  clear  of  all  skins, 
iu  case    they   might  be  overtaken  and  searched   by  revenue   cut- 
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ters.  The  proportion  of  females  in  this  lot  was 
over  90  per  cent.  It  was  very  easy  to  distinguish 
the  males  from  tiie  females  on  account  of  the  forma- 
tion of  their  liea<ls,  the  belly  being  swollen  out  of  shape,  the  tents 
showing  signs  of  development,  ami  also  showing  that  the  seal  had 
been  full  tif  young  and  had  evidently  been  cut  open  anil  the 
yonng  removed.  There  were  also  some  black  pups  among  the  lot, 
which  are  the-  skins  of  nnb(nn  seals  and  have  no  commercial  value. 

I  am  inforiiie<l  and  believe  tiiat  the  reason  of  there 
being  such  a,  large  proportion  of  females  among  the  p,!:|S'M?nn'v"„'^^^^^^^^^^ 
coast  skiis  is  Ixjcause  the  nude,  which  is  powerful  and 
strong,  usually  swims  more  rapidly  and  at  a  huiger  distance  from  the 
coast,  and  are  so  scattered  and  active  and  hard  to  catch  that,  it  does 
not  pay  to  hunt  them.  The  female  heavy  with  young  easily  tires,  and 
sleeps  on  the  water,  and  is  easily  shot  while  in  that  condition. 

I  also  examined  a  portion  of  the  catch  brought  to  Victoria  in  I.S91, 
and  the  same  conditions  as  to  females  existed  as  in  the  \.:„-kvv  iti..|>..iti.m 
previous  year,  except  that  there  was  a  larger  [)roi»or-  ".',Y'I,'"J'|'i^, "''""'  '" 
tion  of  yearling  skins  among  tlu^m. 

1  have  also  examined  skins  taken  by  hunters  from  the  Bering  kSea, 
and  there  is  even  a  greater  proportion  of  I'emales  than 
among  those  taken  on  the  coast.  It  is  easier  to  distin- 
guish the  females  in  the  Bering  Sea  skins,  for  the  teats 
are  fully  developed  from  the  seals  sinrkling  their  young 
and  they  are  caught  while  in  the  sea  searching  for  ibod. 
The  fur  (ui  the  belly  of  these  female  seals  is  very  poor  and  thin,  owing 
to  the  swelling  and  fever  in  the  teats,  caused  by  suckling.  Oftentimes 
female  skins  are  found  with  big  bare  spots  round  the  teats,  due  to  the 
same  cause. 

I  have  made  it  my  business  to  find  (mt  what  i)roportion  of  skins  of 
seals  killed  are  really  brought  into  the  market,  and  from  the  information 
which  I  obtained  from  the  sealers,  hunters,  and  those 

..         1  ■  T    1  1    i-1      i.  1  Only    oiiB    sociirwl 

owning  the  skins,  I  learned  that  on  an  average  only  out  ot  six  kiiieii. 
about  one  out  of  six  killed  was  secured,  varying  with 
the  expertness  of  the  hunter. 

In  former  times  the  seals  were  shot  with  rifles,  and  only  had  one  small 
hole  through  which  the  bullet  entered.  Now  shotguns 
are  used,  and  the  skins  are  frecjuently  so  iierforated  that 
they  look  more  like  a  sieve  than  a  skin,  which  reduces  their  commercial 
value  over  50  per  cent. 

In  the  pursuit  of  my  business  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  buy  and 
examine  fur-seals  taken  from  the  Commander  Islands, 
and  can  readily  distinguish  them  from  the  northwest 
coast  catch  and  those  taken  from  the  Tribilof  Islands. 
They  are  evidently  a  distinct  and  separate  herd,  as  the 
foundation  of  the  fur  is  much  coars^'r,  and  at  the  same 
time  does  not  cover  the  belly  as  thickly  as  on  the  Alaska  seal  and  is 
of  very  much  less  value.  The  proof  of  this  is  that  the  Commander 
Island  skins  bring  30  per  cent  less  in  the  market  than  the  Alaska  skins. 
From  my  knowledge  and  experience  in  the  purchase  and  handling  of 
fur-seal  skins,  1  know  that  tiie  skins  taken  from  seals 
along  the  coast  and  those  taken  from  the  I'ribilof  Is-  tbose^of  I'^Hili'iof'is'! 
lands  belong  to  the  same  herd.  In  buying  the  skins  imuis  belong  to  samo 
taken  from  seals  caught  by  hunters  in  the  Bering  Sea, 
the  i)rice  is  usually  made  for  the  lot  as  it  runs  without  any  limitation 
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TESTIMONY. 


SIM  to  .vearlinys,  tlm  ,v<'arliii;,'.s  not  iiv«'i:iKiiiK  nioro  tliiiii 
Pri.'.H  |,ni,i  lurHkiim.   i»  u^>,^^  ,.(Mit,  wluTCiis  til*'  roiist  skiiis  iiic  iilwiiys  houelit 

liiigH.  With  a  liinitafioii  as  t(»  y«'ai'liii;>'s,  <>ii«>  prico  bciii;;'  iiiailtt 

for  Mh'  skins  and  lluiotlu'i'  I'oi'  the  yoailinjjfs.  In  thf,s»5 
lots  the  .vcarlinji's  usually  a\»'ra,i;«'  10  |M*r  VA'itt. 

8Mni|.i..s  of  .inHH..i       I  ||,.i,.\vith  attach  sanmh's  of  (In-ssi-d  and  dytMl  fur- 

ftiiildviil  hKIiih.  II-  ,.ii         411  I       I    I      I      I  i'   II      ' 

H«'al  skins  ot  tiic  Alaska  seals,  laoi'U'd  as  tollows: 
Kxidbit  No,  1,  showing  tlu^  teats  on  the  belly  of  a  vii';;in  feiiialu. 
Exhibit  No.  li,  showiiij;"  tlu*  teats  on  a  <^o\v  heavy  with  [dip. 
Kxhibit  No.  .'5,  sliowinj;'  teats  on  a  eow  sneklinji'  pups. 
JCxhibit  No.  4,  showinj;-  teats  on  a  bachelor  seal. 
Exhibit  No.  5,  showing  the  teats  on  a  wijjf. 

(iKOKtJK   LlKUKS, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Hth  day  <»f  iVpril,  A.  I>.  I<S1>2. 

[L.  8.J  CJ-E.MJ;NT    r.KNM'/lT, 

Notary  I'ubliv. 


Kxiicrience. 

I'lircliiiHed  H  k  i  II  N 
friiiii>Iiuth\vf«t(.'oH»t 
ludiaiiH  ill  1805. 

Only  fuiiiale  hUiiis. 


DepoHition  of  Jfiriiian  Lichcs,  furrier,  S<ui  Fruneisco. 

GENERAL   SEAL.SKIN    JNDUSTUV    AND    I'EI.AGIC   SEALING. 

City  and  County  of  Nriv   Yorl;  ss: 

lleriiiaii  Liebes,  beiiij;'  duly  sworn,  says: 

First.  That  lu^  is  50  years  of  age  and  resides  in  the  city  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, California.     That  he  has  been  in  the  fur  business 
since  he  was  13  years  of  aiue,  and  established  in  his 
own  business  in  San  li'iancisco  in  theyejjr  I<S(I4.     That 
he  lirst  l)e;;an  to  buy  sealskins  in  the  year  J.S(i.~».     At 
that  time  he  made  his  ])nrchases  from  the  Jndianson 
the  western  coastof  the  American  continent,whoolfer<-d 
to  him  only  the  skins  of  female  seals;  that  the  piice  he  originally  i>aid 
for  them  Avas  as  low  as  50  <-ents  per  skin ;  that  he  offered  the  hnlians  a 
much  higher  price  for  male  skins,  and  was  told  by  them 
Fnai-io  to  i.ri.cui«  f|,.,t  the  lualc  scals  <!ould  not  be  caught,  and  that  nianv 

malu  Hkins.  it  i  i         i  n  i   in  i  i 

Indians  whom  he  has  ]>ersonally  seen  kill  seals,  ami 
from  whom  he  has  bought  skins,  have  told  him  that  male  seals  and  the 
young  cows  were  too  active  to  be  caught  and  that  it 
was())ily  the  lemale  seals  neavv  wit  ii  ycning  which  they 
could  catch.  The  males,  for  instance,  as  deponent  was  told  by  the 
seal  hunters,  come  up  to  the  surface  of  the  water  after  di\ing,  often  as 
much  as  a  mile  from  tln^  place  they  went  down;  whereas  the  females 
can  when  pregnant  hardly  dive  at  all. 

r)ei>oiient  says  that  from  his  own  observation  of  live  seals  during 
many  years,  and  from  his  personal  inspection  of  the 
skins,  he  knows  the  <litVerence  between  the  skin  of  a 
female  seal  and  a  male  seal  to  be  very  marked,  aiul 
that  the  two  are  easily  distinguishable.  The  skin  of  the  female  seal 
shows  the  marks  of  the  breast,  about  which  there  is  no  fur.  The  belly 
of  the  female  seal  is  barren  of  fur  also,  whereas  on  the  mah',  the  fur  is 
thick  and  evenly  distributed.  The  female  seal  has  a  much  narrower 
head  than  the  male  seal,  and  this  dittereiicc^  is  apparent  in  the  vskins ;  also 
that  the  differences  between  the  male  and  female  skins  are  so  marked 
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that  there  is  now  and  always  has  been  a  dittereiiee  in  thc!  price  of  the 

two  of  from  ;i(K)  to  500  per  cent.     For  i^xaniple,  at  the 

last  .^Ales  in  L(m<lon,  on  the  2'Jd  day  ot  .laiiimry,  IS'.Hi,   nf  maio  :.ii«i  fi'maio 

there  were  sold  .'50,000  female  skins  at  a  price  of  to   ^'^'"'' 

shillings  apiece,  and  l'{,000  male  seals  at  a  pric»'  (»f  l.'{0  shillings  apiece 

on  an  average. 

Second.  That  from  the  year  Ism  down  to  the  |)i-eseiit  day  deponent 
ov  his  firm  have  been  large  purchasers  of  sealskins  on 
the  western  coast  of  i\iiieri<'a  from  the  Indians  and  res-  i,ii^^!"^,.V,''i''wu.'''''''  ^^ 
idents  on'thc  British  (joast ;  and  <leponcnt  believes  tliat 
lie  has  handled  nearly  thrcc-fonrths  of  the  catch  iVoiii  that  time  down  to 
the  i)resent.  That  dining  the  whole  of  this  period  he  has  purchased 
from  3,000  to  tO,0()0  seal  skins  a  year,  and  that  he  has  i»ersoiially  in- 
spected and  physically  handled  the  most  of  the  skins  so  bought  by  him 
or  his  firm. 

That  from  the  year  1880  he  has  been  in  the  habit  ol"  l)uyiiig  skins 
from  American  and  English  vei^sels  engaged  in  what  i  now  known  as 
])oaching,  and  that  he  has  personally  inspected  every  cargo  bought  and 
seen  unloaded  from  the  iioaching  vessels,  and  siibsecpiently  seen  and 
superintended  the  un])acking  of  the  same  in  his  <»wii  warehoust";  that 
the  most  of  the  skins  above  nientioiieil  as  imichased  by  him  have  been 
bought  from  the  poaching  vessels,  and  that  of  the  skins  so  bought  from 
the  vessels  known  as  poachers,  deponent  says  that  at 
least  90  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  skins  were  those  Hutn'^'  'i^K.IiT'iit'"  "Lm 
of  female  seals,  and  that  the  skins  of  male  seals  found  i""" ii.is  7ii.wo  oi 
among  those  cargoes  were  the  skins  of  very  small  ani- 
mals, not  exceeding  two  years  of  age,  and  further,  that  the  age  of  the 
seal  may  be  told  aecnralcly  from  thc  size  of  its  skin. 

Third.  That  the  skins  bought  at  Victoria  from  the  poaching  vessels 
are  shipped  by  him  largely  to  the  liiiii  of  C  M.  Lamp- 
son  &  Co.,  in  London,  who  are  the  largest  sellers  of 
skins  in  the  world  and  the  agents  of  deponent's  linn. 
That  he  has  been  through  the  establishment  of  C.  il. 
Lampson  &  Co.,  in  London,  very  fre((uently.  That  he 
has  frecpiently  heard  stated  by  the  superintendent  thereof  that  the 
great  majority  of  the  skins  received  by  them  from  what 
is  called  the  "northwest  catch,"  that  is,  the  northwest 
coast  of  Victoria,  are  the  skins  of  seals  caught  by  ves- 
sels in  the  open  Pacific  or  the  Bering  Sea,  and  that 
a  large  proportion  of  saiil  skins,  amounting  to  at  least 
90  per  cent,  were  in  his,  the  said  superintendent's,  Juilginent  obviously 
the  skins  of  female  seals. 

Fourth.  That  deponent  has  frequently  requested  the  captains  of  the 
poaching  vessels  sailing  from  the  port  of  Victoria  and 
other  ports  to  obtain  the  skins  of  male  seals,  and  stated      iiHiunnMnis   to 

. ,      .  ,  "^  11-         1      •  1  im.'Kluit*  tit  iiiDcnro 

that  lie  would  give  twice  as  niucii  money,  or  even  more,  maju  siuns. 
for  such  skins  than  he  would  ])ay  for  the  skins  of  fe- 
male seals.  Each  and  all  of  the  cajRains  >.'j  approached  laughed  at 
the  idea  of  catching  male  seals  in  the  open  sea,  and 
said  that  it  was  imi)ossible  for  them  to  do  it,  and  that 
they  could  not  catch  male  seals  unless  they  could  get  upon  the  islands, 
which,  exce[»t  once  in  a  long  while,  they  were  iinal)le  to  do  in  conse- 
quence of  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  United  States  Government; 
because  they  said  the  males  were  more  active  and  could  trntswim  any 
boat  which  their  several  vessels  had,  and  tliat  it  was  only  the  female 
seals  who  were  heavy  with  young  wliich  could  be  caught.  vVniong  the 
captains  of  vessels  with  whom  deponent  has  talked,  and  who  have 
2716— VOL  II 33 


Skins  liimi;lit  by 
hi  I'l'Diii  |iii,'ii'li('i'.s.'ira 
ci.  ^i:;iinl  lar;;cly  to 
(J.  M.  I.aiiipsiiii  ^;  C'li., 
LiiiiiUiii. 


riopiutiniis  of 
niiiiliwist  skins  and 
lliiisn  111'  fi'iiialrs  ill 
I  sl;(lili'>liiii('iit  "('  U. 
M.  I.:iiii|J!4<iii  \  (Ji). 


railurfi  thereof. 


13 


i 


1 11 


S  ffl 


m 


f!'.l  ' 


m  I 


.It 


TESriMCNY. 


Htiited  to  liiiM  tliat  th(\v  wore  uiiiible  tocatrli  anytliiii^'but  fciimlo  seals, 
a!«'  the  lollowiiij;: 

Captain  (Jatlicart,  an  American,  n»»\v  about  7.")  years  ot'a}ie,  wIhxmiiii- 
iiianded  the  «<'ii(i(>ner  San  l>ir<io,  and  who  subse(|nently  <(iMinian(l((l 
other  vessels;  Capt.  Harry  llarnison,  ('ai)t.  (leorjie  \V.  IattIe,jolin,Capl. 
A.  Carlson,  Clnstav  Smidvall,  and  others,  whose  names  lie  does  not 
now  remember. 

Fifth.  That  by  reason  of  his  Ion;;  ac(|uaintance  with  the  business 
and  his  eoinersations  with  the  captains  of  the  vessels, 


Dccrijiso. 
AliMiliitii      pniliil>i 

tillU  IR't'l'HHIirV. 


wanioof  liio.  ^,.^||^_^j  poachers,  and  the  hunters  emph>yed  on  those  ves- 

sels— that  is,  the  jtersons  who  actually  shoot  tliese'als — deponent  is  satis 
tie<l  that  a  lar;;('  number  of  the  seals  which  are  shot  are  not  cau;iht,but 
are  lost,  and  that  the  nund)er  so  killed  and  lost  is  at  least  lio  to  30  per 
eeiit. 

Dejjonent  further  says  that  by  icason  of  his  knowledjie  of  the  busi- 
ness he  knows  that  the  nunibei'  of  seals  has  jireatly 
diminished  within  the  last  live  years,  and  is  of  the 
opinion  that  oi>en-sea  seal  lishinji  should  be  absolutely 
])rohibited,  and  that  if  the  same  is  not  done  tiie  seals  will  within  two, 
or  at  the  utmost  three,  yeais  be  exterminated.  This  opinion  is  based 
upon  the  assumpti(»n  that  the  present  restriction  imjx.sed  l»y  the  United 
States  and  Kiissia  uw  the  number,  a^e,  and  sex  (d'tlie  seals  killed  upon 
the  islands  owned  by  them  respectively  are  to  be  maintained. 

Deponent  is  furtlier  of  the  oiiinion  that  it  would  be  necessary,  in 
order  to  fully  piotect  the  herds,  to  prohibit,  at  least  for  a  time,  t!ic 
killinj;'  of  all  female  seals  anywlien^.  'J'hat  one  reason  lor  deponent's 
opiidon  that  the  total  number  of  seals  in  the  Pacltic  and  Heiinji'  Sea 
has  diminished  very  rapidly  is  the  fact— wliiidi  dep()in'ut  knows  from 
the  fact  that  he  buys  so  large  a  portion  of  the  poachers'  eatch — that 
there  are  now  enj»a<i('d  on  what  is  c:dled  "poachiiif"" 
../"HSinj:  v!'"s\'k  "^""i*^^  «'i<.idy  vesse'ls,  jind  that  alxait  (ive  years  a,uo 
iiiiii  (iiiiiinis7io<i  catch  Hot  more  tliau  ten  vessels  w«'re  en,u'a,!;ed  in  poaidiin;;'; 
'"'"^''*"'''  and  that  the  total  number  of  skins  brought  in  by  tlie 

whole  eij;hty  vessels  is  now  not  veiy  much  j^'reater  than  the  number 
brouji'ht  in  live  years  aj^o  by  ten  vesstds.  The  ))oachinji-  vesscds  a  few 
years  aj^o  have  been  known  to  <>et  as  many  as  .■),()(>()  oi'  -i,UO(>  skins, 
and  depoiH'nthas  bouj^ht  4,01)0  skins  from  one  vessel,  whereas  m)  poach- 
inj>'  vessel  now  j^'ets  more  than  a  few  hundred  with  tlu^  same  size  crew. 
One  vess(d  last  year  sailin<;-  from  A'ictoria  inad(!  a  eat(di  of  1,900  skins, 
but  this  is  now  an  altoj;'ether  exceptioiud  cat(di,  and  this  vessel  had  a 
crew  twice  as  larf^e  as  poa(diin«i'  vessels  formerly  carried,  and  was 
e(|uippe«l  with  from  tw(dve  to  lilteen  boats  instead  of  tive  or  six.  One 
or  two  other  poaching  vessels  also  made  larj^e  cattdies — that  is, 
over  IjliOO  skins — but  the  avera.i'e  cat(di  of  the  poaching  vessels 
is  not  more  than  a  few  hundred  eacdi.     This  is  triu'. 


r.ildpin.'nt\.i'mM.'ii^   altliougli  tlic  ])oacliing  vessels  are  now  ecpiipped  with 
iiig  v.sKcu.  mindi  moreexix'rienced  shooters,  with  better  litles,  and 

witii  l)etter  boats  than  any  of  the  vessels  had  live 
years  ago.  ^lany  of  the  poaching  vesstds  now  have  boats  pointetl  at 
both  ends,  so  that  they  can  go  backward  or  forward  with  etjual  ease; 
aiul  the  old  poacher  only  hail  ordinary  ships'  boats.  Deponent  knows 
this  to  be  true,  because  he  has  seen  tlie  boats  and  talked  with  the  eaj)- 
tains  of  the  scliooners  about  them. 

HEUMAN   LlEBES, 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  Ainil,  1892. 

[l.  «.J  Edwin  T.  Rke,  Jr., 

Kotary  Public,  Xew  York  County. 
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Deposition  i{l'  Inuac  lAvbcH,  furriery  San  Frttiivinco. 
GKNKWAL   SEALSKIN    INDl  STUV. 
yiATE  OF  ('ALIFOIINIA, 

(JUy  and  Coiinti/  of  San  Francisco,  hh: 

Isaac  liirbcs,  iK'iiif;  duly  sworn,  ch'posi's  and  says:  T  rosido  at  Ran 
Francisco,  in  the  State  ol"  ('alitornia.  1  am  l>y  occn- 
]>ation  a  i'nr  incrclnint,  and  I  have  been  ho  en^'ii<j>'ed 
perniiinently  for  th<'  last  twenty  three  years,  durin^i'  which  time  I  havo 
Iteen  constantly  liainllin;''  larji*'  <|uantities  of  raw  fn i'  seal  skins;  in  fiu't 
more  so  than  any  other  inilividiiid  in  the  I'nited  States  or  (Janada. 
I  claim  to  lu^  tlioroii^^hly  conversant  with  all  kinds  of  seal  skins,  and 
from  all  tin*  ditterent  locations,  aixl  <-an  readily  distin^^iiish  one  from 
the  other,  i  am  also  thoroii^ihly  familiar  with  their  mode  of  captiir(% 
handliiifjf,  packiny,  etc;  also  when  the  skin  is  dressed,  dyed,  and  niau- 
iifactured. 

Some  eijii'liteen  years  aj^o  several  thousand  seals  were  taken  on  the 


l''.\|)rlirlll 
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Ills     ,, 
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(luadelupe  Islands  otV  the  <'oast  of  Mexi«'o,  but  their 
huntinj;'  Ix'inf;  unrestricted,  they  were  jMactically  exter- 
minated insi(le  of  three  years.  So  much  sothat  a  ves-  '"'"i"'""'! 
sel  visitinj;'  these  islands  some  four  months  aji(»  was  only  able  to  secure 
.'i  fur  seals,  and  the  captain  states  that  he  does  iM)t  think  that  cvimi 
these  would  have  been  ol>tained  had  it  not  been  for  the  larjie  nundier 
of  caves  on  that  itarticular  island,  which  probably  j;ave  shelter  to  a 
few  of  the  aninuils  while  the  extermination  was  being  practiced. 

The  fur-seal  bclonyinj;'  to  this  island  does  not  mij^rate,  the  climate 
beinj>'  suHiciently  unifoiin  all  the  year  round  to  make 
it  unui^cessary  for  them  to  do  so.    Their  fur  is  of  a  dif-  iioY'miHniV 
ferent  nature  from  the  uorthwest  skins,  beiny  much 
shorter  and  of  a  darker  color, 


(iiiiiili'liipi'  Hcal  ituua 
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(iiilltip.T^iw     seals 
lU'iiilv  I'xiiiict. 


ne  uaiiaiiayos  island  lookery  was  mucli  hirger  tlian 
the  (luadelupe,  and  the  animals  have  also  become 
nearly  extinct  thereby  reason  of  unrestiicted  huutiny. 

Se  eral   vessels  have  visited  the  rookeries  in   the  vicinity  of  Cape 
H(un  and  the  Straits  of  Mai;ellan,  and  the  last  vessel 

,   ,.  i.1         1     i.i.  I  II.  I  ii  '■'!""     Hoiii    anil 

returiu^d  irom  the  latter  place  only  last  week  with  a  smiits  „f  Mamiimi 
catch  of  twenty-six  skins,  represeuliiijn'  a  seven  months'  p,",',';,'jI,',',:'Ji. ''*'"'*  ''•*" 
cruise. 

Heretofore  some  expe«litioiis  went  from  this  port  to  the  Shetland  Is- 
lands, but  their  catches  wer(!  so  small  that  in  thelastfew      ^.^^^^i^  siuiinui 
years  no  hunting'  has  been  done  in  that  vicinity,  it  be-   laiiiisst.ni.xtiiiii. 
iiig  understood  that  the  animal  is  extinct  there. 

Isaac  Lieues. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  M\  day  of  May,  A.  1).  1892, 
[L.  s.]  Clkment  JJennett, 

2iotary  i'ublic. 
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TESTIMONY. 


Di'inrntion  of  SUhivji  Lichen,  furrier,  Sou  Francinco. 
GKNKUAL   SEALSKIN    liNDUSTUY. 

State  of  California, 

(.'////  <niil  Vouuiii  (f  San  Frtnu'iseo,  s.t: 

Sidney  Mcbcs,  liiivinj;  been  duly  sworn,  dcjKisos  and  says:  My  ajjc, 

is  I'L'  1  reside  in  San  Kianeisfo,  and  am  by  ueciipa- 
Exporiouco.  tjon  a  furiier,  liavinu'  been  enjiaj^cd  in  tliat  business 

for  the  last  six  years.  1  liave  made  it  my  business  to 
examine  raw  seal  sldiis  bronf^Iit  t(»  Ibis  city  tor  sale,  ami  am  familiar 
witli  tlH>  different  kinds  of  seal  skins  in  the  market.  1  can  tell  from  an 
examination  of  a  skin  wlu'tlier  it  has  been  caught  on  the  K'ussian  oi 
American  side.     I  have  found  that  the  Ivtissian  skins  were  tlat  and 

smaller,  and  sonu'wlial  dilTerent  in  color  in  the  under 
ftM-i^'iMo  Ai^rS.  "'    ^^oo'  <l'i»»  those  <'au«;ht  on  the  Aineriean  side.     In  my 

opinion  they  are  of  an  inferior  (|uality.  The  Alaska 
skins  are  larger  and  the  liair  is  much  finer.  The  color  of  the  under 
wool  is  also  difl'erent.     I  have  no  dillicnlty  in  distinjjnishinjj  one  skiii 


KuHsiiiii   1111(1   Alas- 
kiiii  licrds  ilisliiH't. 


from  the  other.  1  am  <  '  *be  opinion  that  they  belong 
to  an  entirely  se])arate  and  distinct  herd.  In  my  ex- 
Niii.ty  lUM  •t'lit  of  amination  of  skins  ollered  for  sale  bv  sealiiifj  schooners, 
I'miilfu'i,"'''''' '''"'" "^  1  found  that  over  !M)  per  cent  were  skins  taken  from 
females.  The  sides  of  the  female  skin  are  swollen,  and 
are  wider  on  the  belly  than  those  of  males.  The  teats  aie  very  dis- 
cernible on  the  fenniles,  and  it  can  be  plainly  seen  where  the  youiij; 
have  been  suckling.    The  head  of  the  females  is  al.so  nn^ch  narrower. 

Sidney  Lieues. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Sth  day  of  April,  A.  1).  1802. 


[L.  S.J 


Cle?ient  Hi;nn ivn\ 


2\'o(((rt/  riiblic. 


Deposit ii)U(f  Joint  Y.  Lofsiad,  furrier,  San  Francisco, 

general  sealskin  indlstuy. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  Countii  of  San  Francisco,  s.t: 

John  X.  Lofstad,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    Tarn 

48  years  of  age.     I  reside  in  vSan  Fram  isco.     1  am  by 

Exrorieuce.  Occupation  a  dealer  in  furs  and  tiir  goods.     I  have  been 

in  the  busiiu'ss  Ibi'  I'S  y.'ars,  during  which  time  1  have 

bought  large  luunbers  of  dressed  and  undressed   fur  skins,  and  I  am 

.  .         ,  thorouglilv  fannliar  with  the  business.     1  can  easily 

tiiLWopperisiaiMiumi  distinguish  the  ( opper  Island  tur  seal  skm  in  its  un- 

Aiasu.i,  ;„.,!  Noiii,    (hessed  statc  from  that  of  the  Alaskan  and  Northwest 

west  skills  ;iiul  hi  Ills.  .  •       ,         i  •     ^  •         .,  i 

coast  skins,  fliey  are  ot  an  entirely  distinct  and  sep- 
arate herd,  while  those  of  the  Northwest  coast  and  I'ribikd"  Island  are 
of  the  same  variety.     1  have  bought  and  examined  the  catch  of  a  great 

inan\'  sealing  schooners  dmiini'  the  last  ten  vears,  and 
connlr^HkS^^^^         l'!'^'^'  observed  that  8.-)  to  Uo'per  cent  of  skins  taken 

were  from  femah'  seals,  which  1  could  distinguish  by  a 
glance,  from  the  shape  oi  the  skins,  texture  of  the  fur,  and  develop- 
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s:  My  aj^e 
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ment  of  the  teats.     My  observation  is  that  the  skins 

taken   I'roiii   seals  Uilicd  on    the   islands  are    a    belter      i'iIIhI"?  rsinmi 

f|iiality  (lian  (lioseol   the  saiiu'  iierd  (aUeiioll  theeoast   ihan  tiMisr  oi  .li;ist,. 

of  ( 'alilbniia.     This  is  owing  to  their  Iteing  taken  at 

that  season  of  the  year  wlien  the  fur  is  in    (s  ]»iiine,  an<l  also  takeu 

from   llie  best,  grade  of  seals.     'I'liose  tjiat  aic  caught 

oir  the  eoast  ar(^  killed  iiidiseriiiiinately,  and  are  largely   ,  |>"iiH'  ■■■"inatckiu- 

females.     Many  of  them  having  b(>rne  young  for  years, 

their  fur  is  inlerior  to  those  of  young  bachelors. 

.John  N.  Lofstad. 

Subscribed  ami  sworn  to  before  me  this  Sth  day  of  April,  A.  I).  l.S{)2. 
[l.  s.J  (Jlkmioni'  IJknm'/i't, 

Notunj  I'ltblic. 


DciHtxltion  of  Charles  E.  )f<Clnnicsi.  (lirirtoi  of  the  (leorye  C.  Ticadicell 

ComiHiuj/jfuniry.s. 

OENKUAL   SEALSKIN    INDUSTRY. 

Stati;  Ol'  Xi'.w  YoiJK, 

Citi/  and  Coinitj/  of  Nca-  York,  sn: 

Charles  !•>.  Mcdlennen,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  T  am  .".0  years  of  age, 
a  eiti/,<'ii  of  the  I 'nited  Slates,  and  a  resident  of  Ali)iiiiy, 
in  the   State  of  New   York.     1   am   a  dire<rtor  in   the      FxiMri.nc. 
(leorgeC  Tread  well  t'ompany,  th<'  corporation  referred 
to  ill  the  adidavit  of  Tieoige   11.  Treadwell,  verilied    this  day.     f  have 
been  in  the  fur  business  for  about  eight  years,  and  diiiinji  that  time  I 
have  handled  many  fur-seal  skins  in  all   tlieii- e(»ii.iilioiis.     I  hnve  read 
the  allidavit  of  John  .1.  IMielaii.  verilied  tlie   ISth  day  olMuiie,  l.S'.>2.     t 
was  i)resent  at   the  examination  of  seal  skins  tli«Mein 
n'feried  to.     While  IMielan  inspecte(l  all  uf  these  seaJ      v.iiiiiH  iiniMinii  of 
skins   I  assisted  him  in  tli<>  i!isi»ecti<Hi  of  about  thiep    'in!!jMV'imnl','t's'i'iiis.'" 
fourths  of  them.     1    know  that  of  those  we  insj.^'eted 
jointly  noiK'  wer<'  iiiipro[)erly  classed  as  the  skiiiH  of  female  animals. 

«;jBAS,  K.  Mcri,KNNEN. 


Sworn  to  bciiore  me  this'idtli  day  of  .Inw*',  I*^»2. 


[seal 


E.  K.  Wc^'ARTV 


Notary  I'nh'ic  {No.  57)  in  and  J('    th-  (Jity  a^^ '^jtmMijfMf  Scic  Vork. 


DcpoNition  (f  Dr.  IT.  Tf.  McTiifipi.  v///'  dmfM, 

(Joinpaini  on   the  I'rthilof   ItifumiK. 

COST  OF  PLACING  SEALSKINS  ON  THB'  MABMET. 


•fJummercial 


State  of  Veu^iont,  (hange  County,  h»: 

II.  11.  i\rcIntyre,of  HandoI])li,iii  said  county, having l;>*>en  duly  s^wcrn, 
deposes    and  savs:      I  ,im    a   native  of  Veiiitont.  4*< 
years  old.     In  the   years  l.SthS  and   IStJ!)  I  was  speciHl 
I'liited  States  Treasury  agent  assigned  to  duty   in  Alaska  ii>t»der  p»*ii 
ticular   instructions  to  \isit    and    report  uji';.    tU*^   se       ''-tH-riew  t4 
Alaska,  and  from  1<S70  to  ISSU,  inclusive,  1  was  snjterii'  '   of  ilu** 

sealeries  for  the  lessees  of  the  Tribilof  Islands.     In  ii«-«r  I 


I 
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TESTIMONY. 


:m 


first  visitod  the  seal  islands  in  the  snniinev  of  ISOO,  iiiid  «'\'ci"y  year 
tliciciit'ter  until  and  iiirlndint;-  ISS'.I,  cxccjjt  tlic  years  IHS.;,  iJSSt.  iuid 
ISS;"),  III  ISTl  and  ISTl'  1  staid  tlicrc  continudiisly  lor  jihoiit  sixteen 
luontlis,  and  iii  oaeli  of  tiie  otlier  years  from  two  to  four  niontlis  rlirouuli 
the  sealing  season.  I  also  visited  L(»ndon  twice duriiij;  my  su])eiinteii- 
deney  in  connection  with  the  sealing;'  industry,  ind  was  at  all  times  ac- 
tively at  work  in  the  interests  of  my  employers.  My  duties  as  such 
superintendent  demanded  that  I  shimid  be  tlioronjihly  conversant  with 
all  the  details  of  shi[>pin}^  arid  traus])ortiiiji'  seal  skins  takeif,  and  the 
necessary  expenses  incurred  by  my  employers.  From  my  know"ledf;e 
of  such  expendituies  1  herewith  submit  the  following  statement  in  re- 
lation to  the  cost  of  puttin<>-  tiie  annual  ([uota  of  skin>  -otaiued  on  the 
Piibilof  Islands  upon  the  market  when  a  hundred  thousand  s> , 
killed,  and  I  believe  such  statement  to  be  practically  correct: 


ai(^ 


Maiiitf'iiimcf  of  islniul  estiiblisliniciits. 


$12,  000 


ISt 
In 


Cost  of  100,000  skius  ik'livcied  in  I^ondou,  sold 281,  000 

11.  H.vMclNTVRE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  at  Randolph,  this  tirst  dav  of  Aiiyiist,  A.  U. 
185)L'.     Before  me, 
[SEAL.J  VV.  11.  DrEois, 

Aotary  ruhlio. 


Depofiition  of  John  J.  Phelan,  furrier. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  New  Vork. 

City  and  County  of  Keir  York,  .s'.s'  ; 
John  .1.   I'lielan.  being  duly  sworn,   says:  T  aui  So  years  of  a jje,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of  Albany,  in  tlie  State  of 

Jiew  Yoi'k.     At  the  a<i'<'  of  11  1  entered  the  seivice  of 
ExiH'ri'tice.  JMr.  (icoroc  ('.  Treadwell,  a  wliolesiile  furrier  of  Albany. 

I  remained  with  iiim  until  tin  time  of  his  death,  and 
have  since  been  in  the  employ  of  his  s(»n.  Mr.  (ieorge  II.  Treadwell, 
who  has  succeeded  to  the  business  (  ariied  on  by  his  father.  It  has 
always  been  a  jiait  of  my  oc(U]»ation.  beginning  with  the  age  of  11,  to 
handle  fm-scal  skins.  ;ind  diiringtlie  last  twenty  years  I  have  handled 
neaily  every  seal  skin  that  came  into  the  factory.  1  have  for  many 
years  been  iii  the  hal»it  of  putting  them  through  every  process  coii 
iiecled  with  their  preparation  for  maniifactiire,  except  that  ol  dyeing, 
wit'i  wliicii  I  Jim  not  familiar.  1  Iiav«' removed  the  llesh  and  blublier; 
I  have  washed  the  skins;  removed  the  hair,  or  ''picked"  them,  shave(l 
tl'.em.  and  d)ess(>d  them;  and  in  this  way  1  have  constantly  gone  over 
au<l  closclv  I  loeivedcvery  part  of  tlu'ir  siiiiaces  in  all  the  stages  or  proc- 
eases  through  which  they  pass  before  they  go  to  the  dyer. 
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As  a  resnl:  of  Ihe  AV(»rk  I  liave  jierfornied  for  so  man.\-  years  I  am 
,il>Ie  til  distin^uisli,  williont  difficulty,  the  skin  of  a  female  -eal  Irom 
tliat  of  a  male  seal.  Tliere  are  {icm-rally  several  Mays  in  whieii  I  <an 
leli  i  lieii!  apart.  One  of  the  sni'est  ways  consists  in  .secin;^  wiietlier 
any  teats  can  lie  f<innd.  On  a  female  skin  ahoNc  the  ajic  ol  i!  years 
teats  can  practically  always  he  disco\{'re<l;  when  tlie  animal  is  over  .'» 
years  old.  e\en  :i  person  who  is  not  an  expert  at  liandliii;^-  skins  can  dis- 
cover two  pi'omii  t  lit  ones  on  each  side  ot  almost  every  skin.  This  is 
ln'canse  alter  the  a}i<'  of  o,  and  olten  even  after  L'.  a'- 
niost  all  females  have  been  in  pnji.  There  are  also  teats  ),.'v',."p,'|'!;!:  "'•*'■'"""''' 
on  a  male  skin,  lint  they  are  only  veiy  sli^ilitly  devel- 
oj)e(l.  When  the  fnr  is  matted,  as  it  is  in  salted  fni  scd  skins,  the  male 
teats  can  not  be  -onnd.  hut  the  t'emale  t<'ats  uY  skiiu  iiioic  than  J  yeais 
years  old  can  be  found  under  all  circnnistances. 

I  liav<'  been  able  to  test  all  my  obst-rxations  as  to  the  tea's  on  salted 
I'lu-seal  skins  by  followiiiji  tlie-t'  skins  thronj;h  the  various  piM-esses 
whi'li  1  have  (lesevibed.  During'  these  processes  the  sk  ns  hecoine 
thi'iiter  and  thinner,  and  the  teats  more  and  more  noticeable,  and  at  an 
early  sfajic  in  the  dres;  mij;-  they  must  be  wli<ill,\  rt-muv.d.  There  are 
other  ways  Ol  distin;.;uisliing  the  skins  of  the  two  se.xes.  I  will  >tate 
»  few  of  them. 

A  female  seal  has  a  narrower  head   than  a    male  s*  ,il.     Ity  the  word 
•'lu'ad''  I  mean  here  to  iiu'lude  the  part  of  the  boiiv 
from  the  head  down  t(.  tin-  middle  ot  the  back.     I  be     i,,';':i';i;!;„';;',:,!;.:'"'''''" 
lieve  all  men  who  lia\e  handled  the  skins  of  both  sexes 
have  noticed  this  point. 

Then,  a^ain.  when  the  whiskers  have  m»t  been  cut  olf.  tliey  ;.;eneially 
alVord  a  sale  means  ol  distiii;Liiiishiii<;'  the  sexes.  Male  whiskers  are 
mucii  more  brittle  and  of  a  darker  color  than  those  of  t!ie  female  ani- 
mal. NVheii  the  mah'  seal  is  over  *i  years  old  it  bej;iiis  to  have  a  mane, 
and  for  this  reason  it  is  after  that  ajic  called  a  wij^. 

Finally,  it  is  nenerally  p<issible  forme  to  tell  the  skins  <if  the  two 
sexes  apart  by  just  takiiiji  a  look  at  them  or  feeling'  them  I  suppose 
1  can  do  this  beeause  I  have  been  at  the  biisiue.s.s  so  lon<;'  ti  at  I  am  an 
exjx'it  in  it. 

The  eh ie  classes  of  seal  skins  wliicli  I  have  handled  are  the  .\laska, 
the  X(Utliwe>  "^  coast,  and  the  ('o])i»er  Island  skins.  I 
can  alwa\s  distin.iiiiish  the  skins  of  these  classes.  ,.au'|',''',,',V,'J,7'  r,.I„"i.^! 
The  Northwest  coast  skin^  ai'e  most  easil\  told  by  the  ^'"  i<iiiiiii-<  i<iii..ii« 
very  jii'eat  proportion  of  feiiii'.les  contained  ill  any  jiiveii 
lot.  Amony  tiie  .Vlaska  and  Copper  skins  I  have  hai'dly  e\ cr  seen  a 
female  skill. 

VN'hile   the  Alaska   and   Xort Invest    coast   skins  are  taken   froiii    tii- 

sauH'  species  or  herd  of  seals.  1  am  convinced  that  the 

Cojijter  skins  are  taken   from  seals  of  a  ditlerent    herd. 

'  lia\e  noticed  the  dilft--!'^Mice  in  the  skins,  both  in  their 
4^..* I     .1...,: .1 ..(■    .1 ..;,... 


Hillrlillt    .-.li' 
vaU. 


raw    state  and    diiriii;:'    the   processes    of  dressiii;^ 


i'lie    hail'  of  the 


raw     siaie    ami    uiiiiiiu     i  iie    |pi  iici^>^f.->    oi    ui  "■>.>iii,i;.       i 

<'opi>er  skill   is  shorter,   thinner,  and   i*«'neiallv  of  a 

somewhat   darker  color   than    that  of   \W   .\laska   or    ,,;.,:^''tiL.'''''' ''''''' 

N,;vtl"west  coast  skins,  and  in  most  ca.ses  f  tue  diflerence 

in  shape  is  sutlicieiitly  marked   t<i  enable   m*>   lo  distiii;:iii>h 


tliem  liv 


that  means  alone. 

The  dilference  between  the  Cojiper  and  the  othei  .skins  is  still  more 
marked  duriiiu   the  processes  <tf  dress. ii"'.     It  is  very       ,     .     . 
much  more  dillicidt  tonidiaira  <  o'p^H'r  .itknn,     iMirtiier 
e,  the  pelts  of  the  Copix-r  skins  lue  less  porous  than  those  ot   the 
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other  slciiia.  Wliile  propariiig  skins  for  dressing  it  is  necessary  to 
"work"  tlieiii  aiul  open  the  ])oros  in  order  to  <'i('i'.!her"  tliem,  and  it  is 
diiriiij;-  tliis  ])rooess  that  I  liave  noticed  the  fact  tliat  Oopper  skins  are 
iuncli  less  porous  than  tlie  others.  Tlie  pelt  beiiijj^  harder  and  stiiier 
and  the  hair  more  britth'  we  can  hardly  ever  uidiair  a  Copper  skin  as 
satisfactoiily  as  wc  can  (he  other  skins. 

1  was  sent  to  New  York  iVoni  Albany  a  few  days  ago  by  ISFr.  George 
n.  Treadwell,  with  instructions  to  go  thiough  a  certain  lot  of  seal  skins, 
which  I  understand  he  had  lecently  b'  uftht  in  Victoria,  and  to  find  out 
how  many  of  these  skins  were  taken  inni  female  animals.  I  have 
si)etit  four  days  in  doing  this,  working  about  seven  hours  a  day. 

Tiierc  were  several  men  who  iwqtacked  the  skins  and  laid  them  before 
me,  so  that  all  of  my  time  Avas  spent  in  examining  the 
(peS.^^""^ '"*"''  individnal  skins.  The  lot  contained  'S/ioi)  skins.  I 
fimnd  that,  Mith  the  ])ossible  exception  of  two  dried 
ones,  (hey  were  taken  from  animals  tliis  year;  they  were  a  part  of  what 
is  known  as  the  si»ring  catch.  I  know  this  (o  be  the  case  by  the  fresh 
api)earance  of  the  blubber  and  of  the  skin  as  a  Avhole.  This  aflbrds  a 
sureway  of  telling  whether  the  skin  has  lain  in  salt  all  winter  or  whether 
it  has  been  recently  salted.  I  personally  inspected  eacJi  one  of  these 
skins  by  itself  and  kept  an  accurate  record  of  the  result.  I  divided  the 
skins  according  to  the  three  lollowing  classes:  Males,  females,  and 
pui)s.  In  the  class  of  pups  I  i)laced  only  the  skins  of  aninnds  less  than 
two  years  of  age,  but  without  lel'erence  to  sex. 

I  found  in  the  lot  30r»  males,  2,l(i7  females,  and  983  pu])S,     Leaving 
out  of  account  the  pups,  the  percentage  of  females  was 
f.-ni!.l'«:'^''"^"''"'*  therefore  about  ,sl>. 

The  great  majoiity  of  what  I  dashed  as  male  skins 
were  taken  from  animals  less  than  ;>  years  of  age.  There  was  not  a 
single  wig  in  the  lot.  0:i  the  other  hand,  nearly  all  of  the  female  skins 
were  those  of  full-grown  animals.  On  e\eiy  skin  which  I  classed  among 
the  females  I  found  teats,  witii  bare  spots  about  them  on  the  fur  side. 
iSuch  bare  s])ota  make  it  .absolutely  c(>rtain  that  these  teats  were  those 
of  fennile  skins. 

Witli  regard  to  the  pup  skins,  I  will  say  that  I  did  not  undertake  to 

determine  whether  they  were  males  or  fcinales,  because  they  had  a 

thick  coal  of  blubber,  which,  in  the  case  of  an  animal  less  than  2  years 

old,  makes  it  very  hard  to  tell  the  sex. 

All  of  the  skins  tlsat  I  examined  were  either  shot  or  speared.     I  did 

,,,  ,  .  ,    not  keep  a  close  c(mnt,  but  J  am  of  the  oi)inion  that 

about  tit  per  cent  ot  tiiem  were  shot. 
The  result  of  tlie  examination  is  about  what  1  had  exi)ected  it  would 
be.  Tiie  figures  only  contiim  what  I  have  always  no- 
ticed in  a  general  way,  that  nearly  nine-te7<hs  of  the 
skins  in  any  shipment  of  Northwest  coast  skins  are 
those  of  female  aninuils. 

John  J.  Piielan. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  June,  1802. 

[SEAL. J  >VrLLIS  VATs'  VALKT^Xni^RO, 

Notary  Public.  Kim/s  Co., 

(Cert,  filed  iiiN.Y.  Co.) 
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State  of  Califoknia, 

Citij  0)1(1  Conniii  (if  Sau  Fr(t)tci.seo.  sn: 
(.'hiirles  W.  I'lice,  liiwiiiy  hceii  duly  s\v(»rn.  deposes  aiul  snys:  T  am 
ol  years  of  iijjc  iind  reside  in  Siiii   Francisco.     Aly  oc- 
cupation is  that  of  a  fnr  dresser  and  exainiiier  of  raw 
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lie  dressinji'    and   exaniimnj;' 
am  ail  exixMt  in  tliat  i)usines/« 
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Classps  iif  Hkins 


both 


fur  skins.     I   liave,  i>een  eiijiaf^-ed  m  tiie  d 

fnr  skins  about  twenty  years,  and  I 

I  have  examined  and  liaiidled  large  nuiubers  of  fur  seal  skins 

of  tlie  American  and  Uussian  side,  andean  dsily  dis- 

tiiiftuish  one  from  tlie  other  from  the  a])i)earaiice  of 

the  .skins.     The  skins  of  the  Kiissiaii  side  are  much  coarser  than  tliose 

of  the  American  side,  and  the  fur  is  a  little  darker;   more  of  a  cherry 

color.    The  top  haii:  is  darker.   The  seals  on  +he  Russian  side  are  a 

distinct  and  different  herd  from  those  on  the  American  side  and  are  not 

as  valuable.     The  skins  taken  in  the  North  I'acitic  and  JJerinji'  Sea  by 

hunters  are  of  the  same  nature  as  those  taken  on  the 

Tribilof  Islands  but  are  of  less  value,  owin^  to  the  fact  sk^llg'n!^  vaUiai'ie.^" 

that  they  are  taken  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.     l?art  of 

them  are  stajiy,  .some  are  lull  of  holes  from  Ixmhu'  siiot,  and  the  fur  on 
the  belly  of  quite  a  number  of  tiie  female  seals  jiiving'  milk  is  of  little 
value.  I  have  handled  and  examined  many  tliousaiids  of  skins  pur- 
chased from  hunters  who  had  taken  tliem  alonsi-  the 
coast  and  in  Bering"  Sea.  Fully  <S()  per  cent  of  tiiem  F,i<;iity  ptr  cent  fo- 
were  females,  which  skins  were  readily  distinguishable,  ""uca.i  pi-pa. 

I  visited  the    L'ribilof  Islands  in  lS!t()  and  made  a 
careful  study  of  the  (;onditions  of  seal  life  on  those  ishinds.     I  discov- 
ered late  in  the  season  a  large  number  of  dead  i>ups  lying-  upon  the 
rookeries,  which  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  starved  to  death. 

ClIAULES   W.   I'lMCE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  iVjiril,  A.  D.  1.S02. 
[l.  s.]  ClIjment  Bennett, 

Notary  rublic. 
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Deposition  of  S.  W.  SaoJhurg,  bookkeeper  for  IT.  Liehes  i&  Co.,  furriers. 

general  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  Coiinfi/  of  San  Francisi'o,  ss: 

S.  \\  .  Saalbiirgf,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  The  following 
statistics  relative  to  the  numlier  of  salted  Northwest     ^r    ., 

,1         ,  1     1  •  1  1  1       »i       i«  i'   1 1     T  •    1  I'         Northwest  Coast 

Coast  seal  skins  purchased  by  the  tirni  ot   11.  I.iebes  iV   seals. 

Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  prices  jiaid  tlierefor, 

have  been  gathered  bv  mo  from  tlie  books  and  records     i-ri.os  an.i  mimiirr 

of  said  tirm,  covering' a  period  from  the  year  lS>s;5  to  ^^^_^;'J:_''»"' '"^"•"^•''• 

1S92,  inclusi\'e.    I  held  the  jiosition  of  chief  bookkeei»er 

and  cashier  for  H.  Liebes  ^\:  Co.  during  said  period  of  time,  and  know 

<il' Miy  own  ])eisonal  knowledge  tiiat  the  numl»erol  skins  set  forth  below 

were  duly  purcliase<l  by  sai<i  linn  at  the  average  prices  stated,  and  tiiat 

]>ayiiient  therefor  is  regularly  entered  on  the  lirui's  cashbooks  of  the 

i'ec>pecti\  e  years. 
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"JJi'Cfiil  Imicasf  in  jn'ici!. 

S.  \V.  Sa Ai.i{ru(}. 

Snb.srribed  iiiul  sworn  to  before  luc  rlii.'^  "Jltli  (l;iy  olMiiix-,  is'JL'. 
[sEAi-.J  Cm;mi;m'  I'.KNisirir, 

^' atari/  i'uhlic. 


DfpoNitinn  <>/  Ji.  II.  Stcrn/rls,  fur  Her. 

PELAtilC   SKALINU. 

Statf,  of  CAT-1F01{NI.\, 

Citi/  and  Coiintfi  of  San  Fniucisco.  .v.v; 

B.  U.  Sterulcls,  liaviiij;'  Vkhmi  duly  .>i\v<tiii.  dciioscs  niul  siiys:  T  mil  ."»() 

yciiis  of  aii(';ni<l  rcsidi- in  San  Fraiicis|L(>.     .My  occupa 

Kxpcric iici'.        tion  i,'^  tliatol  a  I'liv  nKTcbaiit.     I   liave  boon  enj^'ajicd 

in  liainUini:  ami    |»iir<'liasin<>'  Inr   for  twenty  six  years. 

and  I  am  tlioronf>-lily  lainiiiar  witii  tiie  fnr  seal  skins  in  tlioir  raw  and 

dressed  condition.     Tliere  are  iciiown  to  tlie  tracb-  in  imrclnisini;-  raw 

fni'  skins  from  tlio  Xortii   I'arilie  and  ISerinj;'  Sea  throe 

cia..s..s.,iH,..i.sku,s.   ,iji|..,.,,„,  varietie.-^— lln>  Copper  Island  skins,  iho  West 

('oast  skins,  wliieh  are  triiime  sliot  and  eanjiiit  by  huntei^s  in  tlie  water, 
and.  third,  those  taken  from  ttie    Priliilof  Islands.     Tlie  mo.st  valnable 
are  those  taken  from  I'ribilof  Islands,  and  the  next  are 
w..>t  c.jast  .atrh   t|„.  ( 'op])er  lsl:jjid  skins,  and  those  of  least  valne  are 
what  IS  known  .i.s  tlio  u  est  (  oast  eateh.     The  latter, 
while  of  the  same  natnie  and  from  the  same  herd  as  those  on  tlie 
Pribilof  Islands,  are  of  less  valne  becanse  many  of  them  aio  eanjiht 
out  of  season.     T!:*'  skins  are  sta^y  and  are  full  of 
Skins  lull  (.1  sjioi    1,,,],.^.,  f,.()in  bciii;;-  sliot.     A  luimbor  ot  them  are  oows  in 
milk,  and  t!ie  fur  on  tlie  lielly  is  very  inneh  less  valua- 
ble on  that  account.     In  bnyinji'  die  catch  ol  schooners  eiijiajicd  in  the 
soaliny- business,  I  lia\e  observ.'d  that  fully  To  i)er  cent  of  them  were 
females  and  hid  either  ^ivoiBi  birth  to  their  younj:  or 
iiiMi'aVak'tMi  "''"'' '"     ^^ ^re  Iicavyiu  piij)  when   killed,  which  was  easily  ob- 
served by  the  width  of  the  skin  of  the  belly  and  the 
siindl  head  and  develo|»ineiit  of  the  teat. 

B.  H.  Stki{nff.ls. 

Subscribed  aud  sworii  to  before  ine  this  Sth  day  of  .\pril.  A.  1).  Iskl', 

[SEAL.J  CLKMEiNT    IlKNM/l'T, 

Aotarij  I'uhlic. 
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Tycpositioii  of  (Jcoryc  11.  Tira^hrrll,  prrshlnif  of  the  (Itortji  (\  Ttiddirell 

Coiiipdnji,  furrirfx, 

OKNKUAL  SEALSKIN    IM)l  STK  V  ~  I'ln-AClC   SKAMNd. 

STATK  OI''  Nkw  Yokk, 

Cif)/  (tiitl  Couiiti/  of  AIIkiui/,  ss: 

(Jeor^i'e  IT.  Treadwell,  l>ein<;'  didy  sworn,  snys:  T  am  ~>~>  years  of  ajro, 
ii  citizen  ol"  the  I'nited  Slates, and  a  resident  of  Albany  <'ounlv  in  tlio 


State  of  New  York.  1  am  the  son  of  (l«'orj;i'  ('.  Treadwell,  of  Albany, 
who,  in  tin' year  l.s;}2  there  started  a  wholesah>  fur  busi- 
ness of  a  juiMM'ral  character,  I  became  associated  with  '^i'"""" 
him  in  it  in  the  year  IS.IS,  and  upon  his  death  in  the  year  188.')  siic- 
cee<led  to  the  business.  It  has  been  cairied  on  under  the  names  of 
G(mf>e  ('.Treadwell  i\:  Co.  and  Treadwell  iV:  Co.  In  the  ear'.y  part  of 
this  year  it  was  turned  into  Tlie  (ieorf;'e  C.  Treadwell  (J<»mpany,  a  cor- 
]>oration  formed  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  of  wliich 
cor]toration  I  am  the  jiresident. 

My  father  di'cssed  and  dyed  a  few  s.-al-skins  in  1S32,  and  each  year 
thereafter,  and  in  ISOt  this  became  a  In. -rative  item  of 
our  business.    Since  ;S7()  the  house  liasl)ou.uhtannually   ui^'i^^.J^"  '""'*'''" 
Ironi  "»,()()()  to (>.0(l(»  salted  In i' seal  skins  in   London,  all 
of  which  it  has  dressed  and  dyed  in  AUiany. 

In  this  industry  we  have  constantly  employed   diirinj;'  the  last  ten 


Kiii|p|iiyiiiriit    giv( 
tfi  laltor. 


years  about  forty  men  and  women.  wli(»  receive  a veraj^'c 
waj>es  (»f  $1.25  to  $2  a  day.  Our  "pickers"  yet  an 
averaf>e  of  '^l.L'")  for  eaeh  skin,  and  they  handle  about 
three  a  day.     My  ])ay  roll  avera^^esabout  ^~>W\  a  week. 

I  understand  that  my  concern  and  that  ol  M.  I).  Williams,  of  Urooklyn, 
have  heretofore  been  the  only  n-uular  and  reco<iiii/,ed  dressers  ami 
dyers  in  the  Cnited  States.  Cntil  last  year  our  house  dr«'ssed  and 
dyed  skins  only  tor  its  own  us<'. 

In  addition  to  dressinji  and  dyeinj:,  our  house  annually  manufac- 
tures a  larye  number  of  fui  seal  skin  articles.  1  am 
deeply  interested  in  the  protection  of  the  fur-seals. 
While  the  Northwest  Coast  catches  have  of  late  years 
placed  upon  the  maiket  comparatively  cheap  skins,  ami  in  that  way 
perhaps  benetited  ray  particular  business,  yet  I  recoj;iii/e  the  fact  that 
such  benefit  can  oidy  be  of  temitorary  duration,  foi'  I  have  always  noticed 
that  these  catches  are  largely  composed  of  female  skins,  and  I  know 
that  to  kill  female  animals  seriously  imi)airs  the  herd, 
liesides,  skins  are  bein}^  now  p'.itou  the  nnirket  at  such 


Northwest    Ciiiit 
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IirrgMlfii-  |ii 


irregular  times  and  in  such  '.meven  (piantities  that  buying'  them  has 
become  a  specidati\<'  business. 

I  believe  that  the  whole  trouble  has  been  liroiijiht  about  by  the  Vic- 
toria and  other  i^'lajiic  sealers,  who  furnish  the  present 
cheai)  skins.     Both  in  oitlev  to  nmintain  the  herd,  and    ^,^l^n!:u,hi!^hZ-!"' 
To    restoH'  the  seal  skin  industry  to  a  sure  footing,   I 
should  like  to  see  all  takinu'  of  seals  in  the  water  ])rohibit<'d. 

In  March  of  this  year,  1  made  a  contract  with  parties  on  the  racidc 
coast  for  their  sn])ply  of  mnthwest  c  ast  skins  (i.e.,  skins  taken  in  the 
Pacitic  Ocean)  eau.yht  durin<;'  the  i»re.  'lit  ye  ir,  and  about  a  month  a;no 
1  received  the  tirst  consionnient  under  his  contract.  It  was  conqiosed 
of  the  skins  ol  the  spring  catch.  Lat  v  ou  1  expect  to  receive  two 
further  shipments. 
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Tlio  first,  oonsic^nincMit  was  pliiccd  in  (m>1(1  st()ra,s;o  at  tlio  Central 
Stdics  in  New  York  City. 

A  short  time  sinci^  F  (-(MiscnhMl,  at  tlie  roqnost  of  the  United  States 
(lovernnieiit  tlnit  tliis  consi^iinient  be  e.\aniine<l,  in  order  to  determine 
how  nniTiv  ieniah^  skins  it  contained.  To  perform  tlie 
.lavitTi'rj'VMHOan^^  examination  1  detailed  John  ,1.  Phehin.  This  man 
has  been  in  the  enii)loy  of  my  father  or  of  myself  sinee 
the  year  1S()S.  I  rej>ard  him  as  one  of  the  most  eonipetent  and  trnst 
worthy  men  in  our  si  iviee.  1  iiave  read  an  allidavit  verified  by  him 
on  the  istii  of  .June.  I  aji'ree  entin'ly  with  what  he  says  eoneernin;,' 
his  experience  in  the  han<liinj;'  and  <lressiiijn'  of  skins,  ami  from  what  1 
know  of  his  cliaraeter  and  ability  1  believe  that  every  thin  <;  stated  by 
him  in  thia  aihdavit  is  correct. 

Geo.  H.  Treadwell. 

Sworn  to  before  nie  this  27th  day  of  .Fune,  1S{)L'. 

[SEAL.]  (lEO.  K  CUYLER, 

Kotary  Public,  Albany  County,  K.  Y. 

State  of  'Svav  York, 

City  and  County  of  Albany,  ClerFs  Orifice: 

T,  Ansel  C.  liecjua,  clerk  of  the  said  city  and  county  and  also  clerk 
of  the  supreme  and  county  courts,  being  courts  of  record  held  therein, 
do  hereby  certify  tliat  (leo.  X.  Cuyler,  whose  nanu>  is  subscribed  to  the 
Jurat  of  tiie  annexed  atVidavit.  was,  on  the  day  of  the  date  thereof  a 
notary  i)ublic  in  and  Ibr  the  county  of  Albany,  dwelling  in  said  county, 
duly  authorized  to  administcM'  oaths  for  general  i)urposes;  and  that  1 
am  well  acciuainted  with  the  handwriting  of  the  said  notary  public, 
and  verily  believe  that  the  signature  to  the  said  jura^  is  genuine. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  atlixed  my 
oflicial  seal  this  127  th  «'ay  of  June,  18t)J. 

fSEAL.J  A.  C.  Eequa,  ClvrJi. 


Deposition  of  Henry  Treadirell,  memher  of  the  firm  of  Treaihcell  d;  Co., 

furriers. 

general  sealskin  industry — pelagic  sealing. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss: 

Henry  Treadwell,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States;  is  70  years  of  age,  and  resides  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn, 
in  the  State  of  Xew  York. 

First.  That  he  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Treadwell  and  Company, 
■which  has  been  engaged  in  the  business  of  buying,  dressing,  and 
dealing  in  furs  since  about  the  year  1S.'>2.  That  for  the 
twenty  years  last  ])ast  deponent's  said  firm  have  bought 
on  their  own  account,  dressed  and  dyed,  annually  from  5,000  to  8,00(1 
seal  skins. 

Second.  That  nearly  all  of  the  skins  purchased  by  deponent's  said 

firm  are  bought  of  ('.  M.  Lanrpsou  and  Company,  of 

Seal  skins  bought   London,  who  are  the  largest  dealers  in  seal  skins  in  the 

''V'ili'ss.'sofseiii skins.  World.     That  the  majority  of  the  skins  bought  by  said 

tijin  are  a  part  of  tlie  skins  known  as  the  "Alaska'' 

catch,  that  is,  as  deponent  is  informed  and  believes  the  skins  of  seals 
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killed  on  Hie  Pribilof  Islands  by  tlie  eonii)anies  Inivinfjf  leases  from  tbo 
Tinted  States  for  tbat  pnrpose.  A  ceitain  nninber  of  skins  bonjilit  by 
deponent's  firm  are  tiiose  killed  upon  tlie  Knssian.  called  the  Coui- 
nuinder    Islands,  known    as   the  Copper  cateh,   and 


ciitcli. 


*t       d.-iHt 


abont  30  per  cent  of  the  whole  nnndx'i'  (>f  seal  skins 

bonght  by  deponent's  firm  are  what   are  called  the 

Northwest  Coast  skins;  the  skins  of  animals  killed  and  can<;ht  in  the 

o])en  sea. 

Third.  That  the  skins  of  each  of  the  several  catches  are  readily  dis- 
tin;>nishable  from  <'a<'h  other  by  any  i)erson  at  all  experienced  in  the 
handlinji  of  seal  skins;  and  the  skins  of  the  Noithwcst,  Alaska,  or 
Copper  catch,  are  none  of  them  found  exce]»t  under  those  titles,  that  is 
to  say,  that  skins  of  the  ''CoiJiJer"  catch  are  not  found  amoiif'-  the  "Alas- 
ka" seal  skins,  nor  those  of  the  Northwest  catch  among 
the  Alaska  or  Copier  seal  skins.  The  skins  of  the  three  .lisrhSisiuhii""'"-^' 
catches  are  so  readily  distiiij;nishable  from  each  other 
that  deponent  says  he  would  be  able,  on  the  examination  of  the  skins 
as  they  are  taken  from  the  barrels  iiiAvhich  they  are  packed  in  salt  and 
received  by  him,  to  detect  at  once  in  a  barrel  of  Alaska  skins,  the  skins 
of  either  the  Copper  or  the  Noithwest  catch ;  or  in  a  barrel  of  the  North- 
west catch  the  skins  of  either  the  Alaska  or  the  Copper  catch,  or  in  a  barrel 
of  the  Coi)per  catch  the  skins  of  either  the  Alaska  or  Northwest  catch. 
The  skins  of  the  Alaska  and  Cop])er  catches  are  readily  distinguishable 
from  each  other,  although  male  skins;  and  the  skins  of  the  Northwest 
catch  are  also  readily  distinguishable  from  both  the 
Co]>per  and  Alaska  by  the  fact  that  they  are  almost  ^wX^u^^Ls.'''^''^' 
all  females,  and  all  have  marks  of  bullets,  buckshot, 
or  spears,  showing  that  they  have  been  killed  at  sea,  although  the 
Northwest  catch  belong  to  the  Pribilof  Island  herd. 

Fourth.  That  the  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch  are,  deponent  would 
say,  at  least  nine-tenths  of  them,  skins  of  female  seals. 
Tlie  skins  of  the  female  seals  are  as  readily  distinguish-  ^^'^^  p*^""  ' "''  ''«• 
able,  before  being  dressed  and  dyi'd,  from  the  skins 
of  male  seals  as  the  skin  of  a  bitcli  and  the  skin  of  a  dog,  or  the  skin 
of  any  otiier  female  animal  from  that  of  the  male  of  the  same  family. 
The  females  always  have  narrower  heads  than  the  males,  and  the 
breasts  afford  another  ready  means  of  identification  of  female  seals. 

I'ifth.  It  is  equally  true  that  the  skins  of  all  the  other  catches  which 
we  had  in  prior  years  were  readily  distinguishable  from  each  other.  I 
have  not  seen  the  seals  in  their  native  rookeries,  and  can  not  speak  as 
to  the  distingnishiiig  traits  of  the  live  animal,  but  in  the  trade  and  in  the 
experience  of  our  lirm  we  have  always  been  able  to  distinguish  readily 
j^he  skins  coining  from  one  locality  from  the  skins  coming  from  another. 

remember  upon  one  occasion  my  fiiin  received  a  consignment  of  skins 
liom  London  which  bore  no  marks  familiar  to  us  and  which  skins  had 
fiiot  been  described  to  us,  and  that  my  brother,  who  was  then  at  the 
head  of  the  business,  and  who  is  now  dead,  said,  after  inspecting  the 
said  skins,  that  they  reiuiiided  him  very  much  of  what  were  formerly 
called  "south  latitude  skins,"'  and  i)articularly  of  some  skins  which  he 
had  had  twenty  odd  years  before  from  tSanta  Barbara,  in  California; 
and  upon  iiujuiry  from  the  31e>si's,  Lampson  and  Comjiany,  we  were 
informed  by  them  that  the  said  skius  were  the  skins  of  seals  killed  at 
Santa  JJarbara. 

IlENllY  TkEADWELL. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  first  day  of  April,  1892. 

[seal.]  WlJ.LAin)    rAKKI',!?    BlTLER, 

I^otari/  rublic,  City  and  t'uunty  of  2\cw  lorJi, 
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Ajjhhirifs  of  Josrpli  niinnit  tf  i(f.,  furriers. 


VALTK    Ol"    Tin;     INDt  STIIV    (»!■'     TIIK     MANM  I  ACTl  UK    OF    I'UU  SKAI. 

ai{'I'icm:s  in  tiiI';  iNriKD  statkh. 

Tlie  iiiimlici' of  Aliiskii  t'lir  sciil   skins  wliicli  nic  iniporfcd  aimuitlly 
into  tlie  lliiit«'(l  States,  al'ttM-  dressing  and  dy<'iii<i  in   London,  is,  upon 
the  hasis  of  tilt'  importations  duriufi' tlic  past  ten  yeur> 
iiijllru'-i,'   "'    "'^'"'   ""*'  iU>oa  ji  catch  of  lOO.OdO  sUins  at  the   I'rildiof  Is 
lands,  concctly  cstinnitod  at  <m,()()0  to  7."),(Hl(>. 
Till!  value,  Itefore  i)ayinj;:  duty  thereon  to  tlie  United  States,  of  each 
dressed   and  dyed  fur  seal  skin  so  inip(»ited,  may  he 
said   to  ranji'e  between  •'r'lri  and  8")(),  witli  an  averajic 
value  durin}>'  the  past  ten  years  of  about  ^'S>  a  skin. 

The  wajies  paid  annually  to  jieople  enj^a^icd  in  the  m.anufaeture  ami 

remodeling  of  seal  skin  articles  are,  on  an  avei'age, 

al)out  !!*7  a  skin,  or  upon  7(M»(».)  skins,  $l!t(),(K)(). 

The  profits  /nade  annually  by  merchants,   wholesale  furriers,  and 

„   ...    ,.        ,     .     retail   fniricrs  amount  t(»  al)out  $."J0  a  skin,  oi-  ui)on 

A^'Hn^^:'""""'  TO.dOO  skins,  8i'.nM».o<)(>. 

The  amount  oi'silk  consumed  annually  in  the  nnnin 

Silk   cnsuMMMi  in   f;,cture  in  the  I'liitod  States  of  7(>,(»(l(M'ur  seal  skins 

Btai  .-Kill  ariidcs.        iiito  artulcs  aud  HI  the  rei)ainnji' ot  tlicsc  art  iclcs.  Ilia  V 

be  estimated  at  .*1.")(>.(M»(»  to  .-<U(lO.()00.     All  silk  which 

is  beinji  so  consumed  at  the  present  time  is  made  in  tlie 

United  States. 

Woikin^i'  men  and  women  are  em])loyed  in   the  in 
diistry  of  manufactuiiny  seal  skin  articles  in  the  United 
States  as  follows: 


Viiliif  iif  liidi  ,'<kiii. 


AVajjeH  paid. 


Wiirkinf;  men  anil 
w<iiiirii  ciiiiiliiyi'il  anil 
wages  paiil. 


((.   l''iir  niitiTM  (i.  ('.,  ]H'ii|)lo  who  trim,  niiiiir,  iiiiil  inrjiari'  tlie  general 

sliape  111'  Mldnsl 

I).  Nailei'H  (1.  <'..   iH'iipli'  will)   Hlri'trh    and  nail   Hkinf    into  Hliajie  on 

liiiaiils) 

e.  Seweis   and    liiii.sln  is  {/.  e.,  piiiple  wlio  jiut  the  artirle  into  final 

shape) 

d.  'IhiLse  whii  iiiaehine  skins  (i'.  c,  leiiime  tlie  ]iiirtii>u  (if  giiai'il  liairs 

left  by  I  lie  "  iiiihairers") 


Numher.      Waj^es  per  diem. 


1,200 
60(1 

l,,'j(10 
00 


$:!.  ."ill  t(i  $4.  5i) 

•J.  (10  to    2,  uii 

l.."iO  to    2.  (iO 
2.  00 


Total . 


y,  300 


I'll  iters,    elork 
bulesmuu,  utu. 


The  fur  cutters  represent  skilled  labor  of  a  high  order.    They  handle 
ahont  i'iyht  skins  a  day. 

No  account  is  taken  of  ])orters,  clerks,  salesmen,  etc., 
eniidovcd  in  the  larj^c  establishments. 

Dated  at  the  city  of  Xew  York,  JuneL'lst,  1892. 

Jos.  ITllmann. 
IMartix  Dates,  Jr.,  &  Co. 
IIaruis  ^:  Ht:ssak, 
By  Alfred  Harris. 

HKNRY  TUEADWELL. 

Estate  of  John  Kiszits, 
By  E.  J.  Stake. 
ASCII  &  .Iaekal. 
C.  G.  GuNTiiEB's  Sons. 
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.'    FUU  SKAI. 


Tfic  foi(';;oiii;;'  sr;it»'iii('iit  is  Mi<'  oiic  rctcncd  tit  ill  1  lie  iiiiiii'Xcd  iilliihi- 
vilsoT  llniry  'I'l-ciidwcll,  10.  U.  McUiirty,  Xo.  ."ij.  iiul;iry  piiltlic;  Ww^tt 
•liM'kcl,  I'lrdi'iicU  < '.  Si'liiiiidl,  notary  piihli*-;  Fiaiikliii  L.  (iiinllKM', 
I>:iii'l  L.  'I'owiT,  iiolaiy  piihlic;  .loscpli  |8aiMii('l|  riliiiaMii.  Alfred 
Harris,  C.  P'raiicis  liatcs,  (Icoi';;*'  lvissiii;;t'r.  jr.,  iiutiiry  [niblic;  K.J. 
Stake,  S.  Stciiiliciiiier,  notary  public,  Xew  VoiU. 


Ihpositio))  of  SoiUKfl  flbiiioni,  mrnthtr  of  thr  linn  of  .Joseph  I'Umnnu, 

furrier. 

GKNEKAI,    SKALSKIN    INDUSTUY. 


1  X* 


Wa^es  per  diem. 


r  am  .'U  years  of 
resident  of  the  city 
in  wliieli  i  am  ii  part- 


Kxiiiiinici' 


8TAT1)  oi'  Xew  York, 

Citji  (Dill  ('oiiiitj/  of  Xeie  York,  hh: 

Samuel  I'llmann,  beinj;  duly  sworn,  says 
nj^e.  a  eiti/eii  of  the  I'nited  States,  ami  a 
of  New  York.    Tiie    house   of  Joseph    rilmann, 

iier.  he^an  business  at  St.  Paul,  in  the  State  of  .Minnesota,  in  i.S,")l. 
It  lias  always  been  en^aj^cd  in  the  wholesale  fur  business,  and  since 
the  time  when  fur  seal  skins  first  bHcame  an  iini)ortaiit  article  of 
commerce  in  this  country  it  has  dealt  in  larye  numlters  of  them. 
I  have  per.sonally  handled  seal  skins  tbi"  the  lust  twelv«'  or  thir- 
teen years,  and  am  familiar  with  the  wli(d(^  seal  skin 
trade  of  tiiis  country.  The  house  of  .losejdi  ('11- 
maiin  now  yhn^^  l)usiness  at  St.  Paul,  licipzi.n',  liomlon,  and  Xew 
V(»rk.  The  liotiks  of  the  New  York  house  show  the  followin}"'  pur- 
(iliases  of  dressed  and  dyed  Alaska  fur  seal  skins  in  London  between 
the  yi'ars  ISS,")  and  1S!)I.  .MI  df  tliese  purchas(;s  were 
l)rou.nht  to  this  country:  ISS"),  11, SIS  out  of  a  total  sUiu's'^TmiMMi.Mi' '\'i.v 
Alaska  eateh  of  al)out  1(H»,0IM»;  1SS<J.  12,<>-1(J  out  of  a  '",;'"  '■""'  "^"^  t" 
total  .Mask;!  catch  of  about  KKMMtO:  ISS7,  L'."i.;i-41  out  "'  ' 
of  ii  total  Alaska,  catch  of  about  l(t(>,(K)(>;  ISSS,  17.!M»()oul  of  a  total 
Alaska  catch  of  about  l()().()!)l»;  ISSt),  14,1(50  out  of  a  total  .Maskii 
cat(di  of  al)out  KlU.OOU;  1S!)(>,  ;5,,~)(;9  out  of  a  total  .Maska  <-atcli  of 
about  L'l,(i(H>:   1S!)1,  ;;,i.'K)  out  of  a  total  .Maska  catch  of  alxuit   i;},OU(). 

1  have  sio'iied  the  naine  of -losepli  LTIImaiin  to  the  an- 

1       i.    i  i  1-111  en  -1  1  (  iprmliiiiiilcM     |iri>- 

nexed  statement,  whicli   1  have  carelully  (!oiisnlered,   ...lin- siaionMiii,  .x- 
and  to  the  best  of  my  information  and  belief  this  state-   ;,;;|;;,,,i'^  '"  '*'*''  '"" 
ment  is  correct,  exce])t  that  1  know  nothinji'  about  tin; 
silk  consumed.     I  rej^ard  the  li.uures  ^iven  therein  as  conservative. 

1  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  nati(>ns  interested  should  arrive  at  some 
auicemeiit  bv  wliicii  the  killin;;'  of  seals  in  the  water 
will  be  stoi»p'ed.  It  is  true  tliat  the  Xorthwest  Citast  j;;;ili'i7.;',t,',;,;;.Ii."" 
catches  have  of  late  years  placed  upon  the  market  a 
certain  number  of  f^ood  skins  which  could  be  purchased  at  i>rices  far 
below  those  for  which  skins  of  the  Alaska  catch  w<'re  sold.  I5ut  I 
realize  that  this  can  not  contintie  to  be  the  case,  for  it  is  a  matter  of 
common  knowledge  amonf^st  furriers  that  these  North- 
west Coast  catches  are  composed  mainly  of  the  skins  of 
temale  animals,  and  1  umlerstand  that  the  killin^of  fe- 
male seals  is  rajtidly  impairinu  the  value  of  the  h(;rd. 
inj>-  the  last  few  yiMrs  buying'  fur-seal  skins  has  be- 
conu'  a  business  of  a  very  s])ecnlative  character,  be- 
cause it  is  impossible  now  to  calculate  at  what  times  and 


Norllnvfsl     catch 
1  iimiKisid    iiiail'lv    of 

'.fs. 

'J Hen,  too,  dur- 
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ill  what  quantities  they  will  bo  plauoil  iipari  the  market.    It  requires 

from  tlii'oo  t )  six  uiDutiis  to  pioperly  dvMA  anil  dye  skins,  and  if  while 

this  process  is  goiiijj  on  further  sales  take  place  (as  has  betMi  the  case 

at  freiiueut  intervals  in  the  last  two  years),  the  tendency  is  to  unsettle 

the  market,  advance  or  reduce  the  raw  material,  and 

Bt^aririarkia/""^  "  *''"'■''  directly  aflfect  both  dealers  and  manufacturers. 

This  has  hapi)ene(l  of  late  years  only.    I  ascribe  the 

noimiso  Is  nniH.d   i)v<>sent  Unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  business  to  the 

^       iii,|nn«/us  operations  of  the  V  ictoria  sealers,  whom   T 

furtlu'iniore  hold  directly  responsible  for  the  present  diminished  catch 

of  Alaska  seals  upon  the  I'ribilof  Islands. 

Samuel  Ullmann. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  .luJie,  1S02. 

[L.   S.]  '  (iKOKOE    KlSSIN(SER,  .Tr., 

Notary  Vublic  (.Vo,  ,7^),  (J it tj  and  County  of  New  Yorlc. 


Deposition  of  C.  Francix  Bates,  mcmher  of  the  firm  of  Martin  Bates,  jr., 

t(;  t'o.,fitfrierH,  Nca'  York. 

general  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  New  York,  "^ 

City  and  County  of  New  Yorlc,  ss : 
C.  Francis  Bates,  beinj;  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  07  years  of  ago,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  resident  of  the  city 
of  r\cw  York.     h;nly  m  this  century  my  father  estab- 
lished a  wholesale  fur  business  in  this  city,  and  to  this  business  I  liave 
suj'ceeded.      1    have    been    engaged    in    it  for  the  past  fifty  years. 
It  is  now  carried  on  under  the  name  «>f  IMartin  Bates,  Jr.,  &  (3o.     For 
many   years  we  have  been   large  itnrchascrs  of  Alaska  {or   Pribil(»f 
Island)  fur-seal  skins,  having  bouglit  in   London  and  bi'ought  to  this 
NtiMiiM-r  i.c  Hkiim  <'ountry  bctwecu  t he  ycurs  J.S79  a i ul  185U,  71,1)04  such 
iiiiiic.ii.Miiiyiirmri(.iii  skius.     I  aui  familiar  with  the  value  and  extent  of  the 
industry  ol  niaiiuiactuiuig  articles  of  fur-seal  skins  m 
this  country, my  house  having  until  xciy  recently  been  largely  interested 
in  it.     This  imlustry  is  one  of  great  value  to  the  United  States.     The 
fur  seal  skin  is  in  many  respects  one  of  the  most  valuable  furs  that  has 
ever  been  jdaeed   on  the  market.    1  have   read  the 
statement  hereto  annexed  and  signed  the  name  of  my 
linn  thereto.     I  believe  it  to  Ix^  in  all  respects  corixvt. 
I  have  read  the  last  paragiaj)!!  in  the  allidavit  of  Samuel 
Ullmann  hereto  annexed  and  agree  with  what  is  said 


Cmripbiiratcs  ntli- 
davit  III'  ■liiHi'iili 
Vllinaiiii.  it  al  ,  ami 
HKni'M  w  illi  last  paia- 
):i'a|ili  III'  Samuel  I'll 
iiiaiiri  n. 


therein. 


C.  Francis  Bates. 


Sworn  to  before  me  this  2l*d  day  of  June,  1802. 

[L.  S.J  (tEOROE   KlSSENOER,  JR., 

Notary  Vubliv  {No.  U'J),  City  and  County  of  New  York^ 
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Deposition  of  Alfred  Harris,  with  firm  of  Ilarris  &  liussak,  furrierSf 

New  York. 
general  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  Counfi/  of  New  York,  ss  : 

Alfred  Harris,  beinjif  duly  sworn,  says:    I  am  forty  years  of  ago,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of  the  city  of  New  York 
For  twelve  years  prior  to  February  1,  1802,  I  was  a 
member  of  the  tirm  of  Harris  &  liusaak,  which  still       ^pereuco. 
does  a  large  wholesale  fur  business  in  the  city  of  New    York.     I 
am  now  assoiiaied  with  this  firm  in  its  business  and  have  charge 
of  its  manufaeturing  department.    I  am  authori/.ed  to  sign  the  firm 
name  to  the  annexed  statement,  and  the  reason  why  I  sign  it,    in- 
stead  of  one   of  the   partners,  is  that  I   have  a   much    more    inti- 
mate knowledge  of  all  braui-hes  of  the  business  than  anyone  else.     We 
are  manufacturers  of  furs  of  all  kinds,  and  a  large  proportion  of  our 
business  consists  in  the  manufa<;ture  of  seal-skin  arti- 
cles.   Between  the  years  ISSO  and  1890  we  handled  nm^»^mHh'Z^n'"s'm1 
per  annum  on  an  average  12,000  fur-seal  skins  of  the  *'^,'','^^,Iy''"''""  ^^^^ 
three  catches.     Between  1881  and  18!)0  we  handled 
from  3r>,000  t<^)  40,000  Alaska  skins  which  had  been  dressed  ami  dyed 
in  London.    Of  tliis  number  we  purchased  ourselves  in  London  and 
brought  to  this  country  ab'^it  nine  tenths.     I  have 
signed  the  name  of  Harris  &  .tussak  to  the  statemeut     .Conobonii.|tamiia- 

,    "      .  11-iri  ^11  iiii-  vitot  Jos.  I  lliiiaii,  Pt 

hereto  annexed,  winch  I  have  carefully  read.     1  beluive  ai.,  iui.i  a^nrs  witu 
it  to  be  in  all  respects  »*orrect.     I  have  read  the  last  !;|:V  Jn,':'"';'? •''''' '^'*'"- 
paragraph  or  section  m  the  annexed  anidavit  ot  Sam- 
uel Ullmann,  and  I  agree  with  everything  contained  therein. 

Alfred  Harris. 
Sworn  to  before  me  this  21  et  day  of  June,  1892. 
[l.  s.]  txEoROK  Kissinger,  Jr, 

Notary  .Public  {No.  1)9),  City  and  County  of  New  York. 


Deposition  of  llenry  Treadtcell,  member  of  the  firm  of  Treadwell  &  Ccj 

furriers. 

general  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  Ncir,  York,  ss: 

Henry  Treadwell,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Treadwell  &  Co.,  and  the  person  described  in  and 
who  verilied  an  aflidavit  of  the  1st  day  of  April,  1892,      ^"i""'""^^"- 
relating  to   the   ditterence    in    the    skins    of    the    various    fur-seal 
catches  and  other  matters.    I  have  been  in  the  wholesale  fur  business 
for  over  Ibrty  years,  and  took  an  active  part  in  it  until  two  years  ago,  when 
I  retired  from  business.     1  have  signed  mv  nann^  to  the 
annexed  statement,  which  I  have  carefully  read,  and  vin.7j!ruihnan''-< 
believe  to  be  correct  in  every  respect.     I  have  also  read  «J.  ami  aKir.M  with 
the  last  i)aragraph  or  section  of  the  annexed  aliidavit  slTmuuV'ui'uiimu'a."' 
of  Samuel  Ullmann,  and  I  agree  with  everything  there- 
in stated. 

1 1  EN  R  Y  Treadwell. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  June,  1892. 

[L.  s.]  "  E.  J{.  Mccarty, 

Notary  Public  {No.  jx'),  in  and  for  County  of  New  York, 

2710— VOL  u 34 


V' 


-n 


id 

W 


530 
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J},-j:i).sition  of  Emil  J.  Stah;  mamificr  of  rxtate  of  John  liuazitu,  funkr, 

yew  Yorh: 

genekal  sealskin  1nj)vstry. 

State  oe  New  Vouk, 

('////  and  ('oinitif  of  Kviv  Yorlc,  ss: 
K\\\\\  J.  Stake,  b('in<>'  duly  ^s\vol•Il,  says:  I  am  28  yeais  of  ag«^,  a  n'ti- 
zcii  ol"  tlM'  lIiiitiMl  States,  and  a  resident  of  tlieeity  of  New  Tork.  In  1851 
.lolin  Ivuszits  estalilislied  in  the  eity  New  York  a  lai'ffe  wholesale  fnr  busi- 
ness, attliehcad  «>f  which  he  remained  until  his  death  in  l.SJM).  'n  l.S.V.Mie 
ini])oi'ted  44  seal  skins  from  London;  his  annual  importatitms  gradually 
inereasetl  until  in  the  year  1887  he  imported  1(>,804 
dressed  and  dyed  seal  skins  of  all  <'atehes.  His  books  show  the  follow- 
.  ,  inji  i»urehases  in  London  of  dressed  and  dve«l  Alaska 
KkiiiMHiiirr  i»<5ii.  lur  seal  sknis.  all  ot  whieh  were  biou^ht  to  this  eoun- 

tiy:    1887,  0,000;  1888,5,800;  1880,  0,800.     These  tig- 
ures  fairly  represent  his  average  purehases  and  impor- 
tations between  18S0  and  J889. 

I  i'utered  the  enii)loy  of  John  Euszits  at  the  age  of  14.    Sinee  the 
.^  ^^  age  of -1  I  have  been  familiar  witli  every  transaetion 

^^'"""'"'''  eonnected  with  the  business,  and  upon  hisdeath  1  suc- 

ceeded to  its  sole  management. 
There  are  now  ein])loyed  in  this  house  in  the  manufacture  of  fur 
.     _|.  ij   ^    articles  about  140  nuMi  and  women.     If  we  were  to  lose 
]{  s'lVi'IIJ'i'Mss'ois!^"!-  the  seal-skin  industry,  1  do  not  know  what  wonhl  be- 
skiii  iIHlll^l^.v.  come  of  tlie  business  as  a  whole.    It  ^\(tuId  be  very 

seriously  erii)i)led.  1  have  signed  the  name  "Estate  of  John  Knszits," 
the  name  under  which  tin;  business  is  mtw  carried  on,  t(»  tlie  annexed 
statement.  1  believ«i  it  to  be  correct  in  all  respects.  With  regard  to 
the  a))i)ioximate  nuujber  of  peojile  stated  to  be  em- 
])loyed  in  the  seal-skin  industry  in  the  United  States 
1  will  say  this,  that  probably  in  the  fall  and  winter  a 
greater  number,  while  in  summer  fewer,  are  emploved. 


I'i'..'<(ilis  t'lnplnyi'il 
ill  llif  iiiiliistr.v  in  llii' 
rinti-ilSI:i(i'S.  Auncs 
>\  il  lishilriiK'iil  ill  lust 
)iini^.'i'ii|ili  III'  S.miml 


liiini;.'ni|ili  <>l  n.iiiih 

Viim.ni,  siiiii.iavit.  ^,^^^  ^  belicvc  the  number  given  to  fairly  rejn-esent  the 
average  number  em]doyed  throughout  the  year.  I  agree  with  all  that 
is  said  by  Samuel  Ulbnann  in  the  last  paragraph  or  section  of  his  atti- 
davit  verified  June  1*1  and  hereto  annexed. 

Emil  J.  Stake. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  22d  day  of  June,  18'.>2. 
[L.  s.|  S.  Steiniieimkr, 

JS'otarij  I'tiblie,  Xeic  York  County,  No.  ')2!)  ]hoadivay,JS'mi'  York. 


Diitosition  of  Hugo  'Jaeckel,  head  of  firm  of  Asvh  d:  Jaeekel,  furriers,  New 

York. 

GENEUAL  SEALSKIN   INDHSTltY. 

State  op  New  York, 

Citi/  and  Count II  of  Xrir  York,  s.h: 

Hugo  riaeckel,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  '14years  of  age,  a  <'itizen 

j,^  „,,.i,.„,.^.  <>'"  <^''t'  I'nitcd  States  and  a  resident  of  the  city  of  New 

'AiHii.iKo.  V«)rk.     I  am  the  present  owner  of  the  business  which, 

since  the  year  1878,  has  been  carried  on  in  the  city  of  New  York  uuder 
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the  namo  of  Asrli  &  .TatM'kel.      I  liav«',  been  in  the  fur  business  since  \ 
was  Hi  yean?  ohi,  and  am  now  enfjajjed  in  the  wiiolesale  numnfaeture  of 
furs.    1  do  a  lartte  business  in  fur-seal  skins,  and  be- 
tween IS8r»  an<i   bSJIO  annually  bought  and  imported   flni;';,!;,^';^"^^^^^^^^^^ 
into  this  enuntry  from  London  from  (5,0()(>  to   8,(l(((> 
dressed  and  dy»'<l  Alaska  fur-seal  skins,  and  a  pioportionat*'   num- 
ber of  fur-seal  skins  of  the  other  ju-ineipal  catches.     I    have  sijjjned 
the  name  ol'  Asch  &  .laeckel  to  the  annexed  stateiiuiit,  which   I   have 
carefully   rea«l.       J    believe  it   to  be    in  all   respects 
correct."     I  have  also  read  the  last  paniKi'iiph   in  the  un! i'lTi'Irr  rii„".m. 
annexed  allidavit  of  Samuel  Ullmaun,  and  w^iw.  with   '■fni..:nui:viv,i-:,\y\tu 
everythinj;-  therein  contained.    The  same  is  (rue  of  an  jJIu!'^r"Hl^.^'sam^^ 
attidavit  veritied  on  the  21st  day  ()f.Iune  by  William   i'i'>"»>""< 
\Viei)ert,  my  present  superii'tt-ndent. 

Jlroo  Jakc'kel. 

Sworn  to  before  nie  this  li2il  day  of  June,  18!)li, 

[L.S.J  FRKDKKK'K   C.   S(;iIMIDT, 

Xotary  J'ubUc,  New  I'oric  t'oiiuty. 


Deposition  of  Franlcliii  L.  Guiitlirr,  member  oj  the  firm  of  C.  G.  Ounther'H 

tions,  furriers,  Sew  York. 


GENERAL   SEALSKIN   INDUSTRY. 


State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  Xew  Yorl;  «.v; 

Franklin  L.  (lunther,  beinj,'  <luly  sworn,  says:  T  am  39  yenrs  of  ajje, 
a  citizen  of  the  I'nited  States  and  a  resident  of  tin'  city  of  New  York. 
For  the  past  twentv-three  years  1  have  been  with  the 
tirm  of  C.  (K  Gunther's  Sons,  and  in  1S7(»  I  became  a  '^M'-n.n. ... 
member  of  it.  This  tirm  has  been  in  existence  and  done  business 
in  the  city  of  New  York  under  names  very  similar  to  its  present 
name  since  the  year  1820;  it  has  always  carried  on  a  wholesale  and 
retail  fur  business.  It  was  one  ot  the  lirst  llrms  to  introduce!  seal- 
skin .garments  into  the  United  States,  an<l  since  1857  it  has  constiintly 
been  en;;ayed  in  placln-^-  them  iipon  the  market.  It  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  buying  annually  in  liondon  from  2,(K.:)  to  (i,(l(J() 
Alaska  fur-seal  skins,  and  it  has  han<llcd  veiy  many  mon*. 
1  have  signed  the  name  of  the  firm  t(»  the  annexed 
statement,  which  1  have  carefully  read,  and  believe  to 
be  in  all  respects  ct>rre(!t. 

Franklin  L.  Gunther. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  22d  day  of  June,  1892. 

[l.  S.J  Dan'l  La  Toweh, 

Notary  Vultlie  for  KiuijH  County. 
(Certilicate  on  tile  iu  New  York  County.) 


Skiim  iiii|iiirtt'il  by 
liiiii  iiiiiiinilly. 

(  uriiiliiir.ili  s  sliili'- 
ini'iitMiilMiis.  I  lliii:iiiu 
et  a  I. 
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Dejtositwn  of  C.  0.  (hintherh  Som,  fnrricrH,  New  Yorli. 


II 


■I 


VI  \  * 


I    ' 


•ary. 


INDUSTKV — DlX'IfKASK    OF    AI^ASKAN    IIKUD     DUE    TO    DKSTEUC'TION 
OF  FEMALi:S   IIY    rKLAOlU   SEALERS. 

IJoliitivo  to  mutter  of  (loi)leti()ii  of  seal  IktjIs  of  tlie  Piibilof  Islniuls, 
tliis  most  (Icphnable  fa<t  is  duo  in  our  oiiiiiion  in  j,no!it  part,  if  not  en- 
tirely, to  the  action  of  seah'rsin  the  indiscriminate  killiiifj  oftlieseani- 
mals  while  in  transit  to  iin<l  from  tliese  islands  for  breedinj;  i)ur- 
poses,  the  females  being  killed  in  mneli  greater  proportionate  nnmbera, 
owing  to  their  less  aggressive  nature  anil  their  being  less  able  to  es- 
cape. While  on  their  way  to  these  islands,  the  cow  (female)  seal  is  iu 
a  condition  of  pregnancy,  the  period  of  gestation  ending  siiortly  after 
their  landing.  If  interce]>ted  and  killed  while  in  this  condition  the  loss  is 

obvions.     In  our  opinion  uidess  stringent  measures  be 
jrottMtioi.  uoccs-  jidopted  on   the  part  of  those  having  authority  ou 

watersadjacent  to  these  islands  and  on  all  i'ontigmms 
bodies,  the  fur-seal  of  Alaska  will  soon  be  exterminated  and  this  valu- 
able industry,  alike  of  great  imjxutanee  to  the  people  of  Europe  and 
America,  will  have  received  its  deathblow. 

C.  G.  GuNTUEii's  Sons. 

State  of  New  York, 

(Jit)l  and  Counitf  of  Xeic  Yorl;  ss: 

Fraidilin  L.  Gunther,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  a  member  ot 
the  tirm  of  C.  (r.  G anther's  Sons,  furriers,  of  184  Fifth  avenue,  New 
York;  that  the  foregoing  statement  expresses  the  opinion;^  of  the  mem- 
bers of  said  firm,  and  that  same  is  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief. 

Fkanklin  L.  Guntuek. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  June,  1892. 

[SEAL.]  •  Dan'l  La  Tower, 

Notary  Public  for  Kings  Couvty. 
(CVutifieate  on  tile  iu  New  York  County.) 


Deposition  of  Samuel  Ulhnanit,  member  of  the  firm  of  Joseph  Ullmanrif 

furriers,  New  Yorl: 

general   sealskin   industry. — PELAGIC  SEALING. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  New  York,ss: 
Samuel  rilniann,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  a  member  of  the 
wholesale  fur  house  which  docs  business  in  the  city  of  New  Yoik  under 
the  livm  name  of  Joseph  Ullmann,  and  am  the  peison  described  in  and 
who  veiilied  an  aflidavit  on  the  21st  day  of  .lune,  1S{>2,  relating  to  the 
value  of  the  seal-skin  industry  in  the  I'nited  States,  and  other  matters 
1  have  signed  the  name  of  Joseph  Ullmann  to  the  statement  hereto 
annexed,  which  has  been  prepared  from  a  careful  examination  of  the 
books  of  the  house  of  said  Joseph  Ullmann  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  1  know  sai<l  statement  to  be  correct  and  true  in  every  respect. 

All  of  the  seal  skins  therein  referred  to  are  of  the  class 
•un"'*''"''*  ^'"""^  known  as  Northw  est  ( 'oast  skins.     In  this  term  I  mean 

to  cnniprise  all  skins  taken  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  or  in 
the  waters  of  Bering  Sea.    The  skins  iu  question  were  puichused  at 
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Victoria,  Britisli  rohiinbia,  with  tlio  exception  of  40!),  wliich  wore  i)ur- 
cliased  in  Au}j;ust,  1HH!>,  at  Han  Fraucisco.  Said  books  sliow  the  fol- 
l«»wiii<j  assia-fnient  of  i)ortious  of  tiics**.  skins,  respectively,  1,H35  and 
l,<)7(i  in  luimber,  bonylit  in  May  and  Juue,  1.S8S,  t<)gether  with  the 
]>rice8  paid  for  eavh  grade  per  skin : 

Moil,  /■?.?.<?. 

8sr>  ncriii!,'  .««»n  homIs i)i|.  57 

f  551  West  CouNt  njjiIs 5. (X) 

I }  102  West  ("oast  ;;rity  inijis 1. 25 

[     2  West  CoiiNt  pups 2. 50 

f  252  West  Coast  seals 5. 00 

11  {    41  West  (Joast  nr.iy  pups l.(M» 

1.     2  West  Coast  pups 2.50 

June,  ms. 

985  seal  skins 4. 80 

18  seal  skins 0.00 

100  fjray  pups 1.  25 

The  skins  marked  I.  formed  one  lot  and  r^'prescutcd  the  cateli  of  a 
single  ves.sel.    The  same  is  true  of  the  skins  uiarked  II.    Tiie  pen-ent- 
ageof  gray  pups  contained  in  each  of  these  lots,  both  of  which  were 
bought  on  assortment,  is  not  an  unusual  one.    I  have  for  many  y<'ars 
personally  examined  numerous  shipments  of  Northwest  Coast  skins  i>ur- 
chased  at  Victoria.     I  have  had  such  experience  in  handling  fur-seal 
skins  as  enables  n)e,  readily  in  most  cases,  but  always 
upon  careful  examination,  to  distinguish  a  female  skin  (khmmoHTi^feimrics! 
from  a  niale  skin,  and  I  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  a  very 
large  propiu'tion  of  the  skins  in  such  shipments  are  those  taken  from 
female  animals.    It  is  also  true  that  a  large  number  of  skins  in  many  of 
these  shipments  are  rendered  almost  valueless  througli 
the  numerous  bullet  holes  which  they  contain.    The     «""«*''"'««• 
h<mvse  of  Joseph  Ullmann  has,of  late  years,  been  one  of  the  largest  single 
buyers  of  seal  skins  at  Victoria,  and  my  knowledge  and  experience 
enable  nie  to  state  that  the  prices  paid  by  this  house,  as  eontaine«l  in 
the  annexed  statement,  represent  fairly  the  value  of  such  skins  at  Vic- 
toria in  each  of  the  past  five  years. 

The  rapid  rise  iu  the  price  paid  for  these  skins  in  the  years  1800  and 
1801  can  only  be  explained  through  the  sudden  de- 
crease,  which  in  the  years  1800  and  1801,  took  place  in  *""  rsoinprc". 
the  annual  eat<li  on  tiie  Pribilof  Island.s.  As  soon  as  it  became  known 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  1800  that  only  about  21,000  skins  h.ad 
been  taken  that  year  (m  the  Pribilof  Islands,  the  price  of  skins  roi?e 
rapidly  at  Victoria;  and  reference  to  the  annexed  slatement  will  show 
that  while  in  June  we  had  bought  at  less  than  $7  a  skin,  in  September 
of  the  same  year  we  imrchased  at  $11  a  skin,  these  Sei)tember  i>ur- 
chases  having  been  made  at  my  direction  ininu'diately  after  the  receipt 
of  the  infornuition  concerning  the  reduced  catch  on  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

Our  Northwest  Coast  jmrchases  of  1801  were  made  in  open  market. 
The  still  higher  prices  paid  in  that  year  were  directly  due  to  the  so- 
called  moduH  rlnndi  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
whereby  the  Pribilof  catch  was  reduced  to  7,500  skins,  and  sealing  in 
the  waters  of  liering  Sea  entirely  prohibited. 

Samuel  Ullmann. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  June,  1802. 

[seal.]  Geoucje  Kis.->iNfiEn,  Jr., 

Notary  rublic,  City  owl  County  of  New  I'ork,  No.  99, 
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Jog.  Ult.mann. 

SUitcineiit  referred  to  in  annexed  aflidsivit  of  Siuniu'l  tJIhnann. 

Gkoucie  KissixoKK,  Jr., 

2\otary  rublic. 


J^cposition  of  Elkan  WasKermatni,  furrier,  San  Francisco. 

pelagic  ska  ling. 

State  of  California, 

('if!/  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Klkiin  Wiissenuann,  haviiiff  been  dnly  sworn,  dcposo.s  and  sa>  «:  I  am 

53  jM'ars  of  aj^e.     I  reside  in  San  Kraneisco.     My  occupation  is  :liat  of 

a  inercliant.     1  have  been   enjjagcd  in  bnyinj>-  furs  for  tlie  last  iliirty 

years.     I  have  examined  and  bonjiht  a  preat  nnuiber 

Kxporiinc.  of  scal-fur  slviiis  diiriii}?  that  time.     Some  were  srins 

taken  by  hunters  off  the  <'oast  of  California,  andotliTs 

from  the  <'oa.sts  of  British  Columbia,  Alaska,  and  Ja]>an;  and  I  have 

also  bcmfjht  skins  from  other  dealers.     Some  were  shot  and  some  w<Te 

speared.     I  have  often  conversed  with  the  hunters  relative  to  the  per- 

ceiitan'c  of  the  loss  of  seals  to  those  taken,  and  some 

AVast*' of  lite.  tell  uio  they  get  1  out  of  o  or  (J.     From  my  knowl- 

'''"'"  edge  of  the  sealing  business  I  am  satisfied  that  the 

seals  will  be  entirely  e.xterminated  unless  jirotected 

trom  the  indiscriminate  pursuit  in  the  waters  that  has  been  going  on 

for  the  last  few  years. 

E.  Wassermann. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nie  this  12th  d.ay  of  April,  A.  I).  1893, 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  rublic. 
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Deposition  of  Williom   Wii/Hrt,  siipiriiitnidnit  /or  Asch  d-  •/inflil,/iir 

ricrs,  S'vir  Vorh'. 
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State  or  New  Y<>kk, 

('////  (iinl  ('iniiili/  of  \(ir  Ynrk\  ss: 

William  Wicpcrt,  lu'iiig  duly  swtini,  says:  1  am  47  years  of  ago,  a 
citi/.«'ii  of  tlx'  I'liitod  Sratrs,  and  a  lesidont  of  the  <'ily  (»f  iSrooklyii, 
State  of  New  York.  1  am,  and  have  been  for  the  last  six  y«'ar.>,  thr 
snpn'intendcnt  of  the  maiinfarturing  <le|iartm(>nt  of 
the  house  of  Asch  tS:  .Iac<k<'l.  which  cani^'s  on  a  gen 
eral  wholcsah^  fur  business  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  between 
the  years  of  1SS(»  and  KSSti  1  was  tiie  foreman  of  this  establish- 
ment. Prior  to  ISSO  I  hail  already  handled  large  numbers  of  fur- 
seal  skins,  and  since  the  time  wiien  I  entered  tlu'  cinidoy  of  .Xsch  «& 
.laeckel  I  lu'lieve  I  have  han«llcd,  assorted,  and  closely  inspected  at 
least  1((0,(M)(I  dres.sed  and  dy«'<l  fur  si'al  skins.  During  the  jiast  two 
years  I  have  handled  large  numbers  of  northwest coast  skins  (/.  r., 
skins  of  sinimals  taken  in  tlie  l'acili(!  Ocean  or  in  i>e 
ringSea).  I  haveassorted  all  of  tlieni.an«l  in  doing  so  ''?,'"-r''',  "'"'''' 
have  specially  noticed  the  lact  that  a  wvy  large  pro- 
portion wcr<' skins  of  female  animals.    To  determine  this  fact  in  the 


porti 

case  of  <lresscd  skins  I  s<'e  whether  then'  are  any  tt-at  holes.  1  never 
call  a  skin  a  fcinnic  skin  unless  I  can  tlnd  two  such  holes  on  «>ither  side. 
These  holes  can  lie  easily  distinguished  from  bullet  or  buckslM)t  luilcs, 
of  which  there  are  gcin'ially  a  gn'at  number  in  northwest  coast  skins. 
In  t)u>  case  (»f  a  shot  hole  it  is  always  evident  that  the 
surrounding  fur  lias  been  abrui)tly<ait  off,  while  around  |„',";|"''^  '"""  ''""^'* 
the  edge  of  a  teat  hob'  the  fur  gradually  shortens  as  it 
reaches  the  edge  and  naturally  ceases  to  grow  at  the  edge. 

I   have  ju  t   looked  over  an  original  case  of  ninety 
dressed  an""d  .  ye.<l  northwest-coast  iur  .seal  skins,  which  i,,^;;,""'''  '""■''"'  •""• 
have  been  lately  received  from  I>ondoii,  and  were  still 
under  seals  placjMl   on  them  in  London.     I  found  that  of  these  ninety 
skins  nine  only  were  tho.se  of  male  animals. 

Willi a:\i  Wikplut. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  2LM  day  of  .lune,  1802. 

[SKAL.J  KKEDEIJICK  (".  SOIIMIDT, 

Notary  J'ublic,2^'iic  r«»A-  County. 


D('i>osition  of  C.  A.  WHIioms,  hvod  of  the  firm  of  C.  A.  Willitans  lO  Co. 
and  nieinltcr  of  tin'  Alaska  Connm  trial  Company. 

PELAGIC   SEALINU. 

District  oe  roLUMRiA, 

('////  of  U  ashiuytoii,  ss: 

C.  A.  "Williams,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  a 
citi/en  of  the  [I»'"'*'.'d  States  and  a  resident  of  the  city 
of  New  London,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  is  03 
years  of  age. 

First.  That  he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Wil- 
liams &  llaveu,  whose  business  has  of  late  been  carried 
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TESTIMONY. 


i^i: 


■  ;•* 


«'! 


Oil  by  liiiiniiiiln' tlir  ill  III  iiiitncorc  A.  Williaiiis  tS;  Co.;  (Iiat  .said  flrniH 
liavo  Ihtii  :iimI  IIm>  liittt-r  still  is  rii^M;,M>il  in  the  wlialiii;;'  iiiitl  seal  limit- 
iii^  Itiisiiifss,  aii<l  luior  to  tlic  I'oriiiatioii  of  saiil  tiriii  oi  Williaiiis  i*^ 
liiiv'ii,  ujiwards  of  lort.v  years  a^^o,  tlio  same  liiisiiu'ss  was  carried  on 
liy  deponent's  I'atlier  and  ^riandl'iitlier,  i'roiii  the  be;;iiiiiiii<;  of  tiiis  ei^i- 
tiiry.  That  during;  the  time  said  hiisiiiess  has  lieen  in  de|»oiieiit's  handn 
he  has  ('inployed  ii|»\vardHor  twenty  liv«'  vessels  in  the  s«'alinjj  liiisinesH 
and  hus  had  as  many  as  ei<;lit  or  ten  vessels  at  onct  time  eupi^ed  in 

that   business.     That  duponent's  vessels  have  taken 
•.upi'.ik"'  """"'"  "'  ►"^iilsdiuiii};  the  last  forty  years  from  the  North  I'acille, 
"■  Cape  of   (lood    Hope,   ('n|)e   Horn,   South    Shetland 

Islands,  South  (Jeorfjia,  (!roz<'tts,  Ih'solation  Ishuuls,  Sandwieh  Land, 
and  (toujfh  Island.  'I'iiat  immediately  after  the  cession  of  Russian 
America  to  the  United  Statt^s,  d<>i>oneiit  disi)atched  the  Amerieun  bark 
7V/»  to  the  Hcrinjr  Sea  from  Honolulu  (wiiere  d(>poncnt  at  that  time 
bad  for  some  years  been  resi<linj;),  for  the  ]uiri)oseof  investiHatiiipf  the 
])ossibilities  of  seal  tishin;;  in  that  locality.    That  abcmt  the  year  IH70 

deiioiieiit  was  associate*!  with  .several  other  j^'cntlemen 
kur„rim.rli^^^^  'I'    Ibnniiifj  tlu'  Alaska  C<mniieirial  Company,  wideh 

i""'.v.  comjiany  «»btaiii(ul,  in  the  year  1870,  a  lea.se  from  the 

I'liitcd  States  (Jovernnu'iit  forap<'riod  of  twenty  years 
itf  the  rifjht  to  take  seals  on  the  Piibilof  Islands,  in  tlu'  Uerinj;  Sea; 
those  islands  coiisistiiiff  of  islands  St.  Paul,  St.  (Jeor^je,  and  Walrus 
island.  At  the  ••xpiiation  of  the  said  lease,  in  1S!)(>,  the  United  States 
(iovernmcnt  invited  l»ids  for  a  lease  for  a  secoiul  ]ieriod  of  twenty 
years,  and  a  lease  was  piven  to  the  North  .Vmerican  (Jonimercial  (!om- 
])aiiy,and  in  this  «'ompany  deponent  has  never  had  any  interest.  That 
durinj;  the  whoh^  of  the  ])eiiod  which  deponent  ha.s  be^'ii  eniQfafjed  in 
this  business  it  has  had  his  close  attention.  Deponent  has  talked  at 
pr«'at  Icwfjth  with  the  captains  of  his  various  .ships,  most  of  whom  are 
now  no  lonjjer  liviiiji',  ami  with  othcersof  the  Alaska  (Jommereial  (3om- 
l)aiiy;  he  has  also  inspected  many  thousands  of  skins  <»f. seals  caiifjhi  by 
liis  vc.s.sels,  and  has  al.so  seen  many  thou.sands  of  skins  in  the  ware- 
houses of  ('.  M.  Lamp.son  i<:  Co.,  in  London.  The  members  of  that 
thin  at  the  i)r«'seiit  time  are  Sir  (Jei>r}>e  Laniji.son,  Kmil  Tcichman,  Nor- 
man Lamp.soii,  and  Alfred  Frasei'.  The  firm  of  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co. 
receive,  handle,  ami  sell  a  very  iiiucli  larjjer  number  of  seal  skins  than 
all  the  otlu'r  houses  in  the  world  t(*y»  ther.  The  whole  catch  of  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company  was  annually  consi;,'iied  to  that  tirm  lor 

sale  at  publi<r  aiu^tion  in  the  (rity  of  Lond(m,  and  much 
.,,!Sn""  oni'^sl''."  H'e  liirjicr  i>ro])ortioii  of  all  the  other  (-atclies  that  have 
and  i.'iis-  lu'on  iiiadc  by  de]>oiient's  vessels  in  other  parts  of  th«5 

W(»rld  have  likewi.se  been  consi}>'ned  to  them;  and  the 

l»re.sent  les.seesof  the  Piibilof  Lslands,  dcj)onent  under- 
stands, still  consign  their  cat<'hes  to  them,  as  do  the  iJussian  Seal 
Skin  ('oinpany,  who  are  the  les.sees  of  the  Itussian  Islands  in  the  Bering 
Sea,  known  as  the  Commander  Islands. 

Second.  I)ei»oneiit's  views  as  to  the  history  of  the 
a^t'n"Zul\ff\uH\'nill  f^'idiiiff  business  down  to  the  year  1887  are  best  set 
Rd  lortii  iirsiaifiiiciit  fniih  ill  a  statement  juepared  l)y  him  personally,  and 
Hiihmi(t.(    t.)   (Jon    m,[„„it(^,.,i  i^Q  {J  committee  of  Congress  on  merchant 

marine,  hereto  annexed  and  marked  A.  Before  sub- 
mitting that  statement  to  the  (!(unmittee,  deponent  submitted  it  to  the 
linn  of  (J.  M.  Lampson  tS:  Co.,  of  London,  who  have  been  hiscorresi)ond- 
ents,  and  in  reply  received  from  them  a  letter,  the  original  of  which 
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clepoiiont  now  lias,  iiiul  a  co|)y  of  wliicli  is  lion>to  niiiioxod  and  marked 
H.  Dvponunt  tliinkH  no  niodilication  of  the  Htatcnicnls  made  in  tliose 
two  ronnnunications  is  necessary  in  tlie  \\g]\t  ot'snhse<|iient  events,  ex- 
eeptin);in  respeet  totlic  prediction  of  tlie  Kussian  antiioi  ities  that  ineon- 
se<|ueni-cof  the  reckless  and  indiscriminate  killing;  of  seals  hy  the  Ameri- 
eans,  tho  I'rihilof  herd  wonld  emi);rato  to  the  Russian  Ishinds.  That 
prediction  has  not  been  veriliod.  Tliere  is  no  intermin^din^  of  the  herds, 
and  tho  skins  of  tho  two  herds  of  the  l*rihih>f  and 
Conunander  Ishinds  may  bo  so  readily  distinguished  Aiimkim  ami  um. 
from  eju;h  other  that  an  expert  wouUl  have  no  dnicuity  Ivnuiu^lo!  '*  ""'' '"" 
in  at  once  throwing  out  from  the  catch  taken  on  tho 
Commander  Ishtnds  any  skins  of  the  Pribihif  herd,  and  vice  versa; 
and  doponant  understands  from  persons  who  have  had     ^.,      ,  „    ,    , 

,  '         .  •       .1  •       i-  1.  ii        !•     •  •  Skins   iif  lli«   henl 

lon{;  oxporicnce  in  tho  examination  ot  tho  hviiig  am-  riMKiiivtiiNtinKuuii- 
iiials  that  tho  two  herds  so  difler  as  to  beloiifj  to  sepa-  "''''' 
rate  species  of  the  same  genus,  and  can  readily  bo  uistiny:uislied  from 
each  other. 

Third.  J)eiK>nent  further  says  that,  c<unmor(!ially  speaking,  the  seal 
skins  now  cominj>°  upon  \\w.  markets  of  the  world  are 
obtained  principally  from  throe  eat^dies,  known  as  the     '''y  "•  "'>""•''»  of 
Cf>j)per,  tlie  Alaska,  and  the  Northwest  cat<'hes.    Tho  ""i»pper»kim. 
first  includos  the  skins  taken  by  the  Russian  Sealskin 
Company  from  the  islands  of  Copper  and  Berinjf,  known  as  the  Coin- 
mandcr  Islands;  also  from  Robben  Island  in  tho  Ohkotsk  Sea.    The 
Kobbon  Island  skins  ditl'er  from  those  of  tho  Com- 
mander Islands.    The  Alaska  catch  includes  the  seals     ^'"''^" "'""" 
killed  upon  the  Pribilof  Islands  by  tho  lessees  of  the  United  States, 
and  tho  Northwest  catch  includes  the  seals  caught  in 
the  open  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea,  exclusively,  by  what 
are  known  as  poaching  vessels,  and  are  distinguished  from  the  Alaska 
catiih  by  tho  facit  that  they  are  all  pierced  by  bullet,  buckshot,  or  spear, 
and  are  almost  all  females;  and  the  skins  of  these  three  catches,  as 
deponent  has  before  stated,  are  readily  distinguishable  from  each  other 
and  are  well  recognized  in  tho  trade  as  distinguishable  from  each  other 
and  the  diHorences  between  arc  clearly  evidenced  in  the  ditterent  prices 
which  have  always  boon  obtained  for  the  seal  skins  of  tho  three  catches ; 
for  instance,  the  skins  of  the  Alaska  catch  now  com- 
mand and  liavo  always  <',ominanded  by  20  or  30  per  AiaiSa'skinsr'*    ""^ 
cent  a  better  ju-ice  than  skins  of  the  same  size  from  tho 
C/ojiper  catch;  and  .his  difference  is  also  recognized  by  tho  Russian 
Government,  who  lease  the  privilege  of  catching  upon  the  Cimimander 
Islands  ujion  terms  20  ])er  cent  less  than  the  terms  exacted  by  tho 
United  States  for  the  lease  catch  ui»oii  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

Fourth.  Deponent  further  says  that  the  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch 
are  almost  entirely  the  skins  of  females.  That  the 
skins  of  males  and  the  skins  of  females  may  bo  as  n,^8tTj''f",;",a^ipg^''***'' 
readily  distinguished  from  each  other  as  the  skins  of 
the  different  sexes  of  any  other  animals,  when  seen  before  being  dyed 
and  dressed,  and  that  the  reason  why  the  skins  of  this 
catch  are  almost  exclusively  females  is  that  the  male 
seal  is  much  more  active  and  much  more  able  to  escape  from  the  boats 
engaged  in  this  manner  of  hunting  than  the  female  seal,  and  that  a 
large  number  of  the  female  seals  included  in  the  Northwest  catch  are 
of  animals  heavy  with  young.  A  largo  number  of  females  are  also 
caught  on  their  way  fi.*om  and  to  the  Pribilof  Islands  and  their  feeding 
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ffrouiids  iM'forr  mikI  aftrr  the  lU'livi'iy  of  flicir  ytniiifr  <mi  tlioso  isliiiids. 
DcuoiH'iit  in  of  tlic  oniiiitiii  tliat  in  iithlitimi  to  tlic  seals 

Want)' III'  Hut.  <        II  I  1  I  I  I   'II      I  II. 

actually  can;;)!!  a  vnylar^c  iiMinlifi' art-  uillcil  and  not 
caii^lit;  and  he  bases  tlii.s  opinion  ii|ioii  tlit- drrlaiatiiin  tttliini  ol'lai'^^e 
tiiinibers  of  persons  enji;a;>ed  in  pelagic  sealii';;.  Me  is  not  ahle  to 
Htate  aeeurately  what  that  (troportion  is,  lait  « onsiders  that  Iwolit'lhs 

would  be  a  veiv  eonservalive  estimate:  that  is.  of  the 

rortv  luT  ri'iil  liml.     .     .     i  ■  i'mi      i    ii  m.  i  i  i    i 

total  nuadier  killed  three  tilths  are  seciirtMl  and  two- 
fifths  lost.  The  method  of  sealing  by  the  poaeliin;;  vessels,  that  is.  of 
shooting;  the  seal  from  boats  sMid  eatehin^'  them  in  the  open  water  and 

then  saltiiij,'  them  down  o'-  the  vi'Ssels,  all'ords  aiiotln'r 
rJvnrlh«.''.V''L.'''''''  explanation  of  the  dilferenee  in  the  prices  obtained  for 

lor  MirtllWI'KI  RklllM.         ,,     '  1    .  ..         i  »r  •  11  I  I 

the  skins  ol  the  Northwosi,  and  the  other  ealehes. 
That  is,  nearly  all  of  the  skins  of  the  Northwest  eateh  are  in  the  lirst 
phu'e  marked  with  bullet  or  buekshot  holes,  and,  in  the  second  place, 
the  «*uriiij{"  beinj;  <lou«^  on  the  vessels,  wheii'  there  are  no  proper  facili- 
ties fur  sueh  euriii}>',  the  skins  are  inferior  to  those  cured  on  the  islands, 
where- such  facilities  exist. 

Fifth.  Deponent,  by  reason  of  his  experience  in  the  business,  his  ob 
servatiou,  eoiivi'rsations  with  thosi?  physically  eiij;aj;«'(i  in  catchiiiji' and 
eiirinj?  skins,  and  the  custody  of  herds  on  the  islands,  feels  Justilicd  in 
expressing  the  opinion  that  the  numltcrs  of  the  seal  h«>ids  liave.  since 

the   introduction  of  the  open-sea  sealing'  on   a   larae 

Di'iri'UHn  ot  HeiilH.  ,  ,,,  ,  .  ■•       ■         .•  mi        i   ■■■■  i- i 

scale,  sullercd  serious  diminution.  1  he  killiii;;  ot  lar^e 
numbers  of  females  heavy  with  yoiin;^  can  not,  in  deponent's  knowledge, 
but  have  that  elle«'t;  and  the  killiiiju'of  lemales  shortly  after  the  delivery 
of  tlu'ir  youufr  <'an  not  luit  have  the  eti'ect  of  caiisiiii>-  ^ln'  death  of  their 
otfspring  through  lack  of  iiourisiimeiit;  and  deponent  is  of  the  opiiiiiui 

that  if  no  restriction  be  imposed  upon  such  indisciimi- 

Hurv"**'"'"'  """'''  ""^''  '^'"'"Ji'  'J!^  '"'^  been  goiiifj:  on  in  Uerinj;'  Sea  and 
the  North  I'acific  since  the  year  l.SS.~»  by  the  poachers, 
the  sealing  industries  of  the  North  I'acilic  will  follow  the  cour.>e  of 
those,  industries  that  fonnerly  ex  '^ted  in  the  southern  seas;  and  that 
thei-e  is  only  a  uieasurabh'  time,  s  y  at  the  outsi(h'  li\ey<'ais,  when,  if 
the  present  condition  of  things  continues,  the  seals  of  IJcriiig  Sea  will 
be  as  extinct  astlu'  seals  of  staith  sea  islands. 

l)e|)oiieiit  says  that  the  most  «'omplete  protection  to  the  herds  would  be 
the  ab.solute  ])rohibitioii  of  open  sea  hunting:  but  that 
it  may  be  sullicient  protection  for  the  herds  in  tlu^ 
>'orth  Pacitic  if  a  close  season  can  be  arranged  for  all 
the  seal  north  of  the  tiftieth  paiallel,  north  latitmle,  and 
west  of  thc^  one  hundred  and  liltieth  degree  of  west 
hmgitiide  from  the  1st  day  of  May  to  rhe  1st   day  of 

.,„,^ l>ei)oiient  regards  it  as  important  that  the  seal  herd  should 

be  protei'ted  as  above  indicated  in  the  North  I'acilic,  as  otherwise  they 
will  b«'  exterminate<l,  even  if  sealing  be  prohibited  in  the  JJeriiig 
Sea. 

Sixth.  Deponent  further  says  that  the  number  of  |)ersoiis  who  are 
,  .  engaged  in  the  handling,  dressing,  and  dvcing  of  seal 
•h<. iiKiiistrv  in(ii-.iit  skins  111  drcat  Iwitain  is  about  L',()()i>,  many  ot  whom 
Hninnmmitiiiaiiit.il  an.  expcit  workiiieii  and  receiv*'  high  wages;  and  the 
number  in  tlu'  rnitetl  States  is  about  .■>(•(».  The  num- 
ber of  persons  engaged  uimmi  the  ]>oacliiiig  vessels  is  alxait  10  to  each 
vessel,  and  a  considerable  niimlier  of  the  persons  engaged  upon  the 
Canadian  sealers  are  American  citi/x'us. 
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Tliemnonnt  of  reveiine  derived  hv  the  Tnited  States  from  the  AlasKii 
eateli  (;an  he  estiiuated  iVoiii  the  followiii;^  li;:iires,  eare 
fully  roinpiled  hy  de|Minent,  from   ISTl'  to  I.SS7,  iiielii 
Hive; 

The  total  niuiiher  of  NkiiiM  dressed  and  dyed  in  London  and  sliipped 
to  the  I'niled  States  during'  those  sixteen  years,  was  ^^j^.^^^  ,ir,.H.,.i  atni 
HL'."»,(KMI.  Th«'  value  of  the  same  was  C.'t,'J."i.'{.1MI,  whieh  .i\.,i  in  i.oncinn  iimi 
utexehanye  of  hi.so  would  prodme  Ai:.,«il.s,'.»l(l:  the  ^'Ji;;;'  '"  '  """' 
duty  upon  which  at  '20  per  I'eiit  ad  valorem  would  he 
if;i,l'_';{,78{.  The  average  duty  per  annum  is  ii<l!>.'i,'_';5t;.  Tin'  averafje 
n'utal  received  hy  the  ( JoveriMnenI  and  tax  dnrin;^-  these  years  from 
the  Alaska  < 'omineicial  Company  was  ii*:{17.>*i(N).  maUiii^  a  total  a\er 
a«;('  to  the  I'liiled  Stal«'s  from  the  Alaska  seal  skins  of  *."»rj.7.'K»;  and 
the  total  dnriiif;  the  sixteen  years  ahove  noted  of  i5iS.L'(>;5,77(i,  all  of 
whieh,  as  deponent  helieves,  will  he  lost  to  the  I'liiled  States  in  the 
future  if  the  tlestruction  is  not  prohihited.  Depoin'iil  heli«'Vesaiid  siiy:-t 
that  if  unrestricted  pelau'ic  sealing  he  allowed  to  con  ,,  ,, 
tinue  throUjLfhont  the  wliide  of  lleiiii;;  Sea,  not  only  H\nvU;\  imIuuIc  mui- 
will  the  I'nited  States  (ioveriiinent  soon  hedeiur.  d  '"- 
of  a  eoiisiderahle  annual  revenue,  and  over  L',4)<K)  T:  ;.;lish  workmen  of 
skilled  eiii])loyment,  of  which  they  now  have  a  pnielical  iinmopoly,  hut 
a  j)ortion  of  tlu' civili/ed  world  will  hereafter  '  c  dt'i'i'ivi'd  of  i  useful 
and  valuahle  fur  hearin;>  animal:  and  a  j^i*  .  and  iriepMiiilde  injury 
will  thus!  "d(Mie  to  various  leyilimate  industries  which  haveheen  hiiilt 
up  1).N  ilii  an»hori;'.ed  lessci's  of  Kiissia  aii«'  the  I'niU'd  States  and  the 
fiiiii  of(\  ]\I.  Lampsou  «S:  Co.,  which  industries  .oc  conlined  to  one  lo- 
vality  and  whieh  if  fostered  jn'omise  to  ccnitinne  in  existence  foi'  an  in- 
delinite  h'lifith  of  time;  while  in  return  tor  snc.li  in.inry  there  will  he 
(Uily  a  comparatively  sli;j;ht  henclit  of  a  few  years'  duration  to  a  com- 
paratively small  niimher  of  nu'ii. 

The  deponent  resided  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  for  :>.  period  of  twenty 
years  duiinji' the  time  his  lirni  was  enya};«'d  in  whalin;;' 
and  sealinfj;  as  ahove  state<l;  dnriiifj'  that  time  he  was  '  '"'''  '"" 
l)rou}.';ht  in  contact  with  many  masters  of  vessels  and  other  seafarliifi- 
iiu'U,  who  made  frei|uent  voyages  hetween  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and 
rn;;et  Sound,  and  he  learned  from  them  that  dnrinj;-  the  iiKmtlisof  No- 
veiiiher  and  Decemher  they  occasionally  eiH'ountered  schools  ov  "pods" 
of  seals  moviii<>' from  north  towards  the  lower  coast  ()f  California;  he 
himself  in  one  of  his  voyaj;'es  in  tin'  month  of  Novemher  saw  such 
"))o«ls;''  and  from  these  facts  an<l  his  knowledj;*'  of  the  liahits  of  the 
seals  which  freiiuent  and  have  their  home  on  tin'  I'rihilof  Islands,  Im' is 
satisticd  that  the  herd  of  said  islands  conline  their  migration  to  the 
waters  of  the  American  side  of  the  ocean,  and  that  when  they  leave 
the  islands  they  j;o  throiiinh  the  pass«'s  <»f  the  Aleutian  Islands  to  the 
coast  of  southern  California  and  thence alon^  U|)  the  coast  a^ain  to  tin' 
IM'ihilof  lslan<is. 

The  dejioiient  was  for  more  than  ten  years  previous  to  the  sale  and 
transfer  of  Alaska  to  (he  I'liitcd  Slates  en.na{jed  in  whale  lishiiif;  iu 
the  North  I'acilic  and  Arctic  Oceans.  eni]tloying'  t|nite  a  nuniher  of 
vessels  each  vear  iu  that  hiisiness:  Miat  these  vessels  ^  ..  ..,.,, 
were  permitted  hy  the  Knssian  (io\ernment  to  freely  i.y  Kiis-.i!i  in  liciin^r 
enter  and  pass  throiij-h  I>eriii}«-  Sea  in  imisuit  of  :>'■"  i>«i<"'' i**"'- 
whales,  hnt  it  was  known  to  the  masters  of  tiie  deixinent's  vessels  that 
the  Russian  (lovernment  did  not  permit  the  takinji'  of  seals  in  any  of 
the  waters  of  ISeriiif;"  Sea,  and  the  deponent  was  informed  hy  the 
masters  of  his  vessels  and  hy  others  who  res(u-ted  to  Bering  Sea  diir- 
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ing  the  Russian  occni>ation  of  Alnska  that  no  taking  of  seals  in  the 

waters  of  said  sea  was  attenipled  or  i)eriiiitte(l. 
A  statement  i';  attached  hereto,  prepared  by  deponent,  giving  his  esti- 
Estiitiate  of  females  mate  of  the  number  of  female  seals  killed  by  pelagic 

■oaHne  ^fn  past  ®2?  li"nting  in  the  past  twenty-one  years. 

y.ars.  0.  A.   WlIXTAMS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  this  2d  day  of  April,  1892. 
[L.  s.]  Jno.  J.  Cook, 

Notary  Public, 

Exhibit  A. 
Statements  and  statistics  relative  to  the  fur-seal  fishery. 

[Sabmitted  to  committee  of  Congross  on  mercliant  marine  and  flslieriei>,  1888.] 

Examination  of  the  earliest  records  of  the  fur-seal  fishery  shows  that 
from  the  date  <^f  man's  recognition  of  the  value  of  the 
fu^s"a?.'*"""'*°^*''°  ^^^^  *^'^  pursuit  of  the  animal  bearing  it  has  been  un- 
ceasing and  relentless.      Save  in  the  few  instances  to 
be  noted  hereafter,  where  governments  have  interjiosed  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  seal  life,  having  in  view  benefits  to  accrue  in  the  future, 
the  animal  has  been  wantonly  slaughtered  with  no  re- 

Bimlghter!*^ ''"''"'**  S'^1'^  ^^^  ^S^f  ^^^'  or  condition.     The  mature  male,  the 
female  heavy  with  young,  the  pup,  dependent  for  life  on 
the  mother,  each  and  all  have  been  indiscriminately  killed  or  left  to 
die  of  want.    This  cruel  and  useless  butchery  has  resulted  in  complete 
extermination  of  the  fur-seal  from  localities  which  were^once  frecpiented 
by  millions  of  the  species;  and,  so  far  as  these  localities  are  concerned, 
has  obliterated  an  industry  which  a  little  more  enlightened  selfishness 
might  have  preserved  in  ijerpetuity  to  the  gre.at  benefit  of  all  ranks  of 
civilized  society.    Nothing  less  than  stringent  laws, 
with  will  power  to  enforce  them  against  all  violators, 
can  preserve  for  man's  benefit  the  remnant  of  a  race 
of  animals  so  interesting  and  so  useful. 
The  most  valuable  "rookery"  or  breeding  place  of  these  animals 
The  most  valuable  ^'^^^  kuowii  to  man  is  now  ill  tlio  posscssiou  of  the 
rookery  irin^Tiosses-   United  Statcs.    How  it  has  been  cared  for  in  former 
states"*  ^^^  United  years,  aiid  brought  to  its  present  state  of  value  of 
itsiircfervationthe  usefulness,  will  bc  showu  later  on.    But  the  matter 
question.  of  its  preservation  and  perpetuation  intact  is  the  im- 

ptntant  question  of  the  moment,  and  that  this  question  may  be  consid- 
ered intelligently  the  evidence  is  here  presented  of  the 

has  befallen  these  animals 
when  left  unprotected  by  the  law  to  mail's  greed  and 
selfishness,  which,  it  is  fair  to  say,  is  all  that  could  be  expected  from 
the  unlicensed  hunter,  whose  nature  seeks  individual  ami  immediate 
gain,  with  no  regard  for  a  future  in  which  he  has  no  assurance  of  iier- 
sonal  advantage. 

The  foUowing  statistics  are  gathered  from  the  journals  of  early  navi- 
gators, and  such  commercial  records  as  are  now  available  are  sub- 
mitted : 

KERGUKLEN  LAND. 
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An  island  in  southern  Indian  Ocean  discovered  about  1773.  The 
shores  of  this  island  were  teeming  with  fur-seal  when 
it  first  became  known.    Between  the  date  of  its  dis- 
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covery  and  tho  year  18(K)  over  1,200,000  seal  skins  were  taken  by  the 
British  vessels  from  the  island,  and  seal  life  thereon  was  exterminated. 


CROZKTTS. 


The  Orozott  Islands,  in  same  ocean  and  not  far  distant,  were  also 
visited  and  hunted  over  und  the  seal  life  there  was 
totally  exhausted.  crozott  uiand. 


HASAFUERO. 

An  island  in  southern  Pacific  Ocean,  latitude  38°  48'  S.,  longitude 
80°  34'  W.,  came  next  in  order  of  discovery,  and  from     .,    ,      , ,    ^ 

.,         ,  •  p  Ai  -1  1      1  •  1        Masaiuero  Island. 

its  shores  m  a  few  years  were  gathered  and  shipped 
1,200,000  fur- seal  skins. 

Delauo,  chapter  17,  page  306,  says  of  Masafuero:  "When  the  Ameri- 
cans came  to  this  place  in  1797  and  began  to  make  a  business  of  killing 
seals  there  is  no  doubt  but  there  were  2,000,000  or  3,000,000  of  them  on 
the  island.  I  have  made  an  estimate  of  more  than  3,000,000  that  have 
been  carried  to  Canton  from  theuce  in  the  space  of  seven  years.  I  have 
carried  more  than  100,000  myself  and  have  been  at  the  place  when  there 
were  the  people  of  foiuteen  ships  or  vessels  on  the  island  at  one  time 
killing  seals." 

SOUTH   SHETLANDS. 

In  1821-'23  the  South  Shetland  Islands,  a  group  nearly  south  from 
Cape  Horn,  became  known  to  the  seal-hunters,  and  in 
two  years  over  320,000  seals  were  killed  and  theii-  skins  la^J,'"'  shotiuud  is- 


Cape  Horn. 


shipped  from  these  islands. 

SOUTH   GEORGIA. 

Later  still  seal  were  found  on  the  island  of  South  Georgia,  South 
Atlantic  Ocean,  and  from  this  locality  was  obtained 
over  1,000,000  of  fur-seal,  leaving  the  beaches  bare  of  j^^mitb  Georgia  is- 
seal  life. 

CAPE  HORN. 

From  the  coasts  of  South  America  and  about  Cape  Horn  many  thou- 
sands of  fur  seal  have  been  taken,  and  of  the  life  once 
so  prolific  there  nothing  is  now  left  save  such  remnants 
of  former  herds  as  shelter  on  rocks  and  inlets  almost  inaccessible  to  the 
most  daring  hunter. 

This  record  shows  the  nearly  complete  destruction  of  these  valuable 
animals  in  southern  seas.  Properly  protected,  Kerguelan  Land,  Mas- 
fuero,  the  S]>etlands,  and  South  Georgia  might  have  been  hives  of 
industry,  producing  vast  wealth,  training  schools  for  hardy  seamen, 
aiul  furnishing  employment  for  tens  of  thousands  in  the  world's  markets 
where  skins  aie  dressed,  prepared,  and  distributed.  But  the  localities 
were  no  man's  land,  and  no  man  cared  for  them  or  their  ijroducts 
save  as  through  destruction  they  could  be  transmitted  into  a  passing 
profit. 

The  skins  from  the  localities  mentioned  were  marketed  mainly  in 
China,  as  exchange  for  «i!k;-.,  teas,  etc.;  a  portion  went     ^i^vVvt  for  those 
to  ET.''ope,  and  in  France  and  England  were  manufac-  suins^  ' 
tared  int^)  ca]>s,  gloves,  aiul  otlier  small  articles,  being 
simply  uuhaired  and  dressed.    Their  commercial  value  in  China  was 
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about  $5  per  skin  for  first  class,  and  sonu'thiiif*-  less  in  Europe.  But 
Delano,  <'hapt<?r  11,  ])aj;e  11)7,  says:  "Havinji  afjfreed  tor  a  freight, 
Captain  Stuart  ordered  liis  ship  to  ('anton;  he  sold  his  carjjfo  of  seals, 
38,000,  for  only  « l(J,000,  so  reduced  was  the  price  of  this  article."  There 
Avas  no  rejiular  market  established  for  them,  and,  under  the  condi- 
tions of  their  taking,  there  could  be  none;  for  at  one  time  there  would 
be  a  vast  oversupply,  while  at  another  skins  w<mld  be  unattainable, 
sind  always  the  assurance  that  however  plentiful  mijfht  be  the  sui>idy 
for  a  season  the  eiul  was  not  distant,  tor  utter  destruction  was  the  rule 
of  capture,  and  no  reprodiu-tion  was  possible.  Capital  could  not  under- 
take to  develop  such  a  trade,  for  the  end  was  in  sight  from  the  begin- 
ning. 

In  1872,  tifty  years  after  the  slaughter  at  the  Shetland  Islands,  the 
localities  before  mentioned  were  all  revisited  by 
another  generation  of  hunteis,  and  in  the  sixteen  years 
that  have  elapsed  they  have  searched  every  beach  an<l 
gleaned  from  every  rock  known  to  their  i)r«'de('ess()rs,  and  foun<l  a  few 
secluded  and  inliosi)itable  places  before  unknown,  and  the  net  result 
of  all  their  toil  and  daring  foi-  the  years  scarcely  amounts  to  45,000 
skins,  aiul  now  not  even  a  remnant  renniins  save  on  the  rocks  oft'  the 
]»itch  of  Cape  Horn.  The  last  vessel  at  South  Shetlands  this  year  of 
1888,  after  hunting  all  the  gioiip,  found  only  35  skins,  and  the  last 
at  Kerguelau  Land  only  (51,  including  pups.  So  in  wretched  waste 
and  wanton  destruction  has  gone  out  forever  from  the 
southern  seas  a  race  of  animals  useful  to  nuin,  and  a 
possible  industry  connected  witli  them,  iind  it  is  plain  that  without  the 
aid  of  law  to  guide  and  control  no  other  result  could  have  been  ex- 
pected or  attained.  \ 
The  seal  life  of  to-day  available  for  commercial  purposes  is  centered 

rrt'sent  noiiitcs  of  i"  tiu'ce  localities : 
.siipjliy. '  i.obos   Is-       (1)  The  Lobos  Ishiuds,  situated  in  the  mouth  of  tlie 
'■'""'*•  river  La  Plata,  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Uruguay 

U»'l»ublic  and  by  that  (loverninent  leased  to  private  parties  for  the  sum 
of  .>j«(l,()l)0  i)er  annum  and  some  stipulated  cliai'ges.  The  annual  prod- 
uct in  skins  is  about  12,000. 

The  skins  are  of  rather  inferioj-  (pnility.  InsuHicient  restrictions  are 
placed  upon  the  lessees  in  regard  to  the  number  of  skins  permitted  to 
be  taken  annually,  conseiiuently  there  is  some  waste  of  life;  neverthe- 
less, the  measure  of  ])rotection  allowed  has  insured  the  preservation  of 
the  "  rookery,"  and  will  continue  so  to  do. 

(2)  Komnnindorski  Couplet,  which  consists  of  the  islands  of  Copper 
and  IJering,  near  the  coast  of  Kamchatka,  in  that  i)or- 
ti(m  of  IJering  Sea  pertaining  to  Itussia.  These  islands 
yield  about  40,000  skins  i)er  annum  of  good  quality,  and 
are  gtmrded  by  carefully  restrictive  rules  as  to  the  killing  of  seal,  an- 
alogous to  the  statutes  of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  same  sub- 
ject. 

The  right  to  take  seals  uj)on  them  is  leased  by  the  Russiau  Govern- 
ment to    an  association   of  American   citizens,   who 


('ominnniler 
lands. 


Is- 


(i.»vTramwiT  to'Tiiis"  ivlf^o  I'old  tlic  Icasc  of  tlic  ishuids  belonging  to  the 
ka^coinmordai  (Join.   United  States,  and  are  thus  emibled  to  control  and 

'""*^'  '^'' *  *^*"'  business  in  fur-seal  skins  tor  the  common 

These 


direct  the 
advantage  and  benefit  of  all  parties  in  interest.  These  islands  can 
hardly  be  said  to  hav«^  been  "woiked"  at  all  for  salted  seal  skins 
]uior  to  the  cession  of  Alaska  by  Kusfsiii  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
United  States  Government  now  i)rofits  by  the  industry  to  the  extent 
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of  the  duty  of-*0  per  cent  collected  on  the  "dressed  skins"  retunie<l  to 
this  country  froiii  the  Loudon  market.  From  1873  to  1887,  inclusive, 
this  return  has  bet'ii  lL'l,-*75  skins. 

(3)  The  Pribilof  }>ioup  consists  of  the  islands  of  St.  Paul  and  St. 
(It'orjie,  and  is  a  (iovernment  reservation  in  that  part 
of  IJ»'riii{»:  Sea  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  Kiissia, 
toiiCther  with  and  a  part  of  Alaska.  So  exhaustive  an  account  of 
these  islands  and  their  seal  life  has  been  j;iveii  by  Mr.  II.  W.  Klliott, 
s|>ecial  ajjcnt  of  Treasury  Department  in  1874,  and  since  inlimately 
connected  with  the  Smitlisoniaii  Institution,  wliich  a<'couiit  has  been 
made  a  jiart  of  Tentii  (Census  lieiM)rt,  that  it  would  be  intrusive  here 
to  attempt  to  supplement  auylit,  and  therefore  only  generalizations 
based  on  said  report  and  such  statements  of  life  and  |)rocedure  on  the 
islands  to-day  are  presented  as  may  be  i)ertineiit  in  this  connection. 

These  islands  are  places  of  annual  resort  for  the  Iarj;est  herd  of  fur- 
seal  the  world  has  ever  known,  and  the  only  one  of     ^..      ,.,     ,  ,. 

...  »  ...  1.  !■    t  Size  ol  hiTil  of. 

fi'reat  importance  now  existing.  Alter  most  i-aielul  ex- 
amination, Mv.  KlMott  estimated  their  numbers  at  over4,r)(U),(K)().  After 
a  thorough  stiuly  of  theiiiHiu'iices  which  act  for  or  against  the  increa.se 
or  diminution  of  the  life  of  this  vast  body,  taking  into  account  the  kill- 
ing of  100,(100  an iiuwlly  i'ov  their  skins,  Mr.  Klliott  savs:  "I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  quite  confidently  that  under  the  present  rules  and 
regulations  governing  the  .sealing  interest  on  these  islands,  the  increa.se 
or  the  dimiimtion  oftlic  life  will  amount  to  nothing;  that  the  seals  will 
continue  for  all  time  about  the  .same  number  and  condition."  It  goes 
without  saying  that  if  new  iniluences  for  destruction  are  brought  in, 
seal  life  would  be  diminished  in  i)roporti(Ui  to  the  ett'ectivene.ss  of  said 
intiiieiices. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  these  animals  are  all  United  States  property, 
and  having  been  born  on  United  States  .soil  and  reared 
ill  United  States  waters  in  the  twenty-one  years  that  tr,'i',"[|%':^,,,^°'"  '•»« 
have  elapsed  since  the  cession  of  Alaska  by  Kussia, 
and  having  the  instinct  of  regular  return  to  their  liome,  which  actMU'ds 
them  a  status  in  law,  they  would  .seem  to  be  entitled  to  the  i»rotection 
of  their  (T(»veiumeiit  wliilt^  they  are  in  the  acknowledged  boundaries 
of  their  country. 

The  1  ight  to  take  I01),0n0  .seal  .skins  annually  from  these  islands,  under 
certain  stipulated  restrictions,  is  leased  by  thedovern-  i,,.as..  to  Alaska 
meiitof  the  United  States  to  an  associatioiud"  American  •■^'''>""'i<iai  com- 
citizens  known  as  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 
The  com|)any  pays  a  rental  of  i?r)."),000  i)er  annum  and  'i''^'""» «'''• 
i^^.Ol'.^perskiUjatotaiof  •'^.'»17,.")00peraniium.  forthisi'ight.  Theyareal.so 
obligated  to  a  certain  care  of  tlie  Aleuts  inhabiting  the  islands  and  <o 
a  i)a.itial  provision  for  their  needs,  both  mental  and  iihysical. 

Tliey  pay  to  the.se  .Vleuts  40  cents  pi'r  skin  or  .S4(!,0()l)  per  annum 
for  tlieir  .services  in  taking  the  skiiis.     They  have  also 
built  for  them  a  church  and  school-house,  and  maintain  „nmtms'."'"''   ''"^ 
teachers  and  physicians  on  the  islands. 

At  the  time  of  the  cession  of  Alaska  to  the  Uniteil  States  the.so  people 
were  living  in  huts,  or  more  ])roperIy  holes  in  the  ground, 
and  had  no  ambitions  or  aspiraticuis  beyond  supporting 
their  daily  existence  in  a  i)aiiitiil  aiul  laborious  way. 
Now  they  are  living  in  frame  houses  provided  for  them  by  the  comi>any, 
and  have  accumulated  savings,  invested  in  United  States  bonds  in  Sa,n 
FrancLsco,  amounting  (ni  August  1,  ISS7,  to  8!)4,12S.*J8.    It  is  safe  to  .say 
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that  no  laboring  mon  within  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States  are 
better  paid  or  better  cared  for. 
As  to  the  manner  in  which  the  100,000  seals,  which  furnish  the  an- 
nual quota  of  skins,  are  taken,  Mr.  Elliot  says :  "  By 
reference  to  the  habits  of  the  fur-seal  it  is  plain  that  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  males  that  are  born  (and  they  are  equal  in  number  to 
the  females  born)  are  never  permitted  by  the  remaining  third,  strongest 
by  natural  selection,  to  land  upon  the  sfime  ground  with  the  females, 
which  always  herd  together  en  masse.  Therefore,  this  grdat  band  of 
bachelor  seals,  or  '  hollus  cliickie,'  is  compelled,  when  it  visits  land,  to 
live  apart  entirely,  miles  away  frequently,  from  the  breeding  grounds, 
and  in  this  admirably  perfect  manner  of  nature  are  those  seals  which 
can  be  properly  killed  without  injury  to  the  rookeries  selected  and 
held  aside  so  that  tlie  natives  can  visit  and  take  them,  as  they  would  so 
many  hogs,  without  disturbing  in  the  slightest  degree  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  the  breeding  grounds  where  the  stock  is  perpetuated." 
In  this  connection  it  is  ])roper  to  note  that  the  Comi)any  are  not  al- 
lowed to  take  any  seal  in  tlie  water  nor  to  make  any  use 
of  firearms  in  their  capture.  And  it  will  at  once  be 
perceived  that  if  the  seal  in  Bering  Sea  are  harassed 
and  captured  by  means  of  firearms,  spears,  or  drag  nets  the  routine  of 
their  lives  is  interfered  with,  their  habits  broken  up, 
females  with  young  killed,  and  such  general  disturb- 
ance caused  that  those  not  slaughtered  will  seek  other 
hauling  places  and  the  United  States  thus  lose  their  sole  source  of  in- 
come from  Alaska,  as  well  as  tlie  control  they  now  enjoy  of  a  valuable 
trade,  and  the  impoverished  Aleuts,  wlio  have  no  otf\er  means  of  gain 
open  to  them,  would  beiiome  a  burden  (m  tlie  nation  instead  of  being 
the  selfsupporting  and  self-respecting  citizens  they 
si^TonuiRratiou'of  ^ow  are.  Indeed,  it  was  predicted  by  Russian  au- 
Pribiiof  herd  to  Com  tlioritics  cDuversaiit  witli  scal  life,  at  the  time  of  the 
mamcr  s  au  s.  ccssiou  of  tlic  territory,  that  the  reckless  and  indis- 

criminate killing  of  seal  by  the  Americans  would  soon  drive  the  Pribilof 
herd  to  the  Russian  islands,  and  that  thus  they  (the  Russians)  would  re- 
gain and  retain  all  that  was  most  valuable  in  the  ceded  territory.  But 
the  wisdom  of  Congress,  appreciating  the  value  of  the  islaiuls  as  seal 
rookeries,  was  shown  by  legislative  acts  protecting  the  animal  and  by 
leasing  the  right  to  take  skins  under  restrictions  t)  a  resi)jnsible  asso- 
ciation of  American  citizens,  with  the  result  that  at  the  expiration  of  a 
twenty  years'  lease  the  United  States  Governineut  will,  from  its  pro- 
ceeds, be  fully  reimbursed  for  the  outlay  for  the  pur- 

luMtafp^atectiJ'n.'""'  ^^'"^^^  *^f  <^''*'  *^"^"'^  Territory  of  Alaska,  and  will  also 
have  its  herd  of  seals  intact,  provided  the  Government 
will  protect  the  seal  in  Bering  Sea  against  unlicensed  hunters  and 
foreign  marauders. 

Immediately  upon  commencing  operations  under  the  lease  it  was 
apparent  that  the  interests  of  the  Government  and  those  of  the  Company 
were  so  intimately  interwoven  that  a  policy  of  entire  good  faith  between 
the  contracting  parties  was  the  only  one  that  could  be  pursued,  and 
so  well  has  this  relation  been  sustained  in  the  eighteen  years  elapsed 
Com  )iianoe  b  los  ^^"^®  ^^^^  Icasc  was  made  that  no  word  of  complaint  has 
8iies""with"*'tonu8  "of  cvcr  bccu  uttcrcd  on  the  part  of  the  Government  against 
*"'"''•  the  company,  and  no  complaint  of  improper  action  that 

has  been  made  by  j)arties  inimical  to  the  Company  has  been  in  the  least 
degree  sustained,  though  twice,  because  of  misrepresentation,  the  Com- 
pany has  been  subjected  to  most  rigorous  investigation  by  committees  of 
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Congress.  The  Company  has  received  just  consideration  iit  the  liands  of 
the  Government,  and  tliougli  they  have  snffcMcd  to  some  extent  from 
com[)li(!ations  of  a  polifirjil  ciiiiracter,  arising  from  the  imin'ojter  iu'ts»)f 
crews  of  foreign  and  domestic  vessels,  wiio,  in  contravention  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  iiave  entered  upon  the  waters  of  the  Territory  and 
slaughtered  maliciously  the  seals,  yet  they  feel  a ssn red 
that  the  (iovcrnment  will  so  assert  and  maintain  its  i.<'Hsi,.s(,..i,i«»iimi 
rights  and  authority  that  no  cause  of  complaint  will  ^i'^,!;;-;;"^'"- »»  f'^ir 
continue  to  exist. 

Under  llussian  rule  there  were  many  years  of  faulty  maniigenu;nt, 
and  at  one  time  much  danger  of  extermination  of  seal  life  at  these 
islands,  but  in  time  the  Compnny  came  to  regard  seal  life  with  s«)  good 
an  eye  to  preservation  and  peri)etuation  that  their  rnles  and  regnla- 
tions  in  regard  to  these  points  are  still  in  force  on  the  islands;  but, 
while  they])ermitted  free  navigation  thronghout  Ueriiig  Sea,  they  sternly 
prohibited  any  interference  with  seal  life  in  the  wiiters  thereof,  and  so 
the  United  States  (Iovcrnment  will  be  forced  to  do  if  it  would  preserve 
and  peri)etuate  ite  present  splendid  property. 

Until  about  1853  the  skins  shipped  by  the  Russian  American  Com- 
pany from  these  islands,  over  which  they  had  absolute 
control,  up  till  the  time  ot  the  cession  to  the  United     H,nv.Hkin^^w..rep^.'- 
States,  went  torward  in  the  parchment  (or  dried)  state  a meiican  company. 
at  the  rate  of  about  2(),0()()  per  annum.     About  1S~);{  a 
small  trial  shipment  of  salted  skins  was  shipped  in  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
J.   M.  Oppenheim  &  Co.,    London,  who  had  for  many 
years  i)revions  been  the  leading  tirm  who  unhiiired  and  o/t'he's'kiui!^''"'''''"" 
dressed  fur-seals   from  Lobos  Islands,  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  etc.     The  first  experience  with  suited  Alaskas  proved  a  failure, 
the  skins  not  having  been  properly  cured;  by  degrees,  however,  the 
skins  came  forward  in  better  eon<lition,  and  in  the  year  18.58  Messrs. 
Oppenheim  contracted  with  the  Russian  American  Company  for  an  an- 
nual supply  of  from  I(>,()(W  to  12,000  salted  fur-seals  at  lOs.  KM.  per 
skin,  delivered  in  London.    Tiiis  (piantity  was  increased  about  the  year 
18G1:  to  20,000  per  aiuuim,  the  contracit  remaining  in  force  until  the  time 
when  the  territory  was  handed  over  to  the  United  States  Government. 
In  addition  to  the  salted  fur-seals,  Messrs.  Oppenheim  received  annu- 
ally from  the  Russian  Air»erican  Company  abcmt  10,000  parchment  fur- 
seal  at  a  price  materially  below  that  of  tlie  salted  skins.     Messrs.  Oj)- 
penheim  shipped  to  the  United    States  the  first  dressed  and  dyed 
Alaska  seals  about  18(>0,  but  their  shii)ments  only  amounted  to  a  few 
thousand  skins  i)er  annum  until  180").    Fn»m  that  year  until  1872,  when 
this  firm  was  liquidufed,  the  (juantity  shii>ped  by  them  increased  from 
-,J00  to  ;{,000  ;»er  annum  to  probably  10,000  skin's. 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  trade  in  fur-seal  skins  at  the  time  of  the 
lease  bv  the  United  States  (iovernment  to  the  Alaska     ^..  ,     ..       ... 

.,  ■        •     t/i  4.11    •  i- 1  1  ii  Sl:i'c'    (It       HClllslilll 

CouunercmK  ompany.     Skins  were  ot  low  value;  there  tia.i.at  lim.-ar  i.a.so 

were  no  regular  op<Mi  sales;  the  dressing  and  dyeing  ^l.^Vimliy .'"""""''''''' 

were  badly  done,  ami  the  net  result  ot  sales  was  insuf- 

ticient  to  meet  the  rental,  tax,  and  charges  imposed  by  the  Government 

on  the  lessees  at  the  date  of  the  issue  of  the  lease.    The  company 

un<lertook  the  building  up  of  this  business  by  the  intro-     impiovni  mctiKMU 

duction  of  method  and  system  on  the  islands  in  the  iutimimod    by    tim 

place  of  the  loose  and  careless  management,  by  caie- 

fiil  selection  of  skins  and  great  attention  to  the  curing  of  them  and  by 

guaranteeing  regular  sn|>ply  as  to  quantity  and  <iuality  to  the  London 

juarket.     They  were  most  ably  siMJonded  in  their  ettorts  by  the  London 
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Difllcultios  met  with. 


house  of  C.  M.  Lampsoii  &  Co.,  to  whom  the  skins  were  consipied,  and 
to  the  critical  acqnaintani-e  with  value  of  furs,  to  the  sound  judgment 
and  unsurpassed  business  ability  of  the  then  head  of  that  house;  and 
to  the  confidence  assured  to  the  buyers  by  his  name  in  connection  with 
the  sales  the  success  of  the  under tak in }•■  in  London  is  largely  due.  Up 
to  the  time  that  this  coni])any  was  formed  the  dress- 

bv^ um^"m^& 'co'^  "^^  *^^ *^*'"^^  ^^'^^  efficiently  done  only  by  the  firm  of  Op- 
()ppc)"niipTm  A.  cII;;  peidjeim  &  Co.,  but  on  their  liquidation  there  was  great 
nlanu''"'""  ^  ^"''''"  daugcr  that  the  business  would  fall  into  weak  hands 
and  be  so  badly  done  as  to  render  the  manufactured 
fur-seal  unpopular.  Realizing  this  fact,  Messrs.  Lampsou  &  Co.  stejjped 
in  and  by  liberal  inducements  led  Messrs.  Martin  &  Teichnumn  to 
carry  on  the  Alaska  facttory. 
After  a  series  of  difficulties,  such  as  strikes  and  trouble  with  the 
work  people,  who  were  determined  that  no  more  or 
better  work  should  be  done  than  of  old,  this  factory  has 
gradually  succeeded,  by  continual  imj)rovement,  in  rendering  the 
dressing  and  dyeing,  formerly  a  most  uncertain  undertaking,  a 
thoroughly  reliable  process.  These  efforts  on  the  island  and  in 
London  combined  largely  account  for  the  measure  of  success  the 
company  has  attained.  In  addition,  however,  large 
expenditure  has  been  necessary  in  all  the  Euroi)eau 
centers  to  keep  the  article  before  the  ijublic  and  in  their  favor.  The 
laws  of  trade  take  these  skins  to  London  for  market.  Two  public  sales 
are  held  each  year,  usually  in  March  and  NoNcmber. 
At  these  sales  attend  buyers  from  Russia,  Gei'many, 
France,  England,  and  America.  The  company  sells  the  entire  stock  on 
hand  at  each  occasion,  and  has  no  further  connection  witii  the  skins. 
Its  rule  is  to  meet  the  market,  and  it  buys  no  skins  for  account,  nor  has 
it  any  interest  in  the  dressing  <xnd  dyeing.  That  this  work  is  done  so 
the  .rinoi  ^^^'S^l.V  i"  Loudou  is  tlic  clioicc  of  the  buyers,  and  as 
paipUvo'of'arcs'Jing  uiorc  than  half  of  the  Alaska,  skins  sold  in  London  are 
ami  .lyeiiij;.  returned  as  dressed  skins  to   America,   the  United 

States  Government  adds  to  its  revenue  from  the  seal  islands  by  the 
Tjiiited  <^ollection  of  20  per  cent  <luty  on  the  valuation  of  this 
state8*"oS  importrd  rctum.     It  is  estimated  that  75,000  dressed  and  dyed 
si'ins-  skins  were  shipped  from  London  to  New  York  in  1887. 

To  the  intelligent  inquirer  as  to  the  value  of  the  system  now  in  opera- 
tion for  handling  and  disposing  of  the  annual  quota,  of 


Success. 


London  trade  sales. 


Tlic  G  over  n  men  t 
could  not  carry  on  the 
business  of  killing  on 
the  ixlaiids. 


skins  from  the  seal  islands,  no  doitbt  can  remain  that 


it  is  the  best,  indeed  the  only  one  ])ossible  to  jmrsue 

with  success.    The  Government  itself  could  not  enter 

into  business  and  foHow  details  either  with  pro])riety  or  hope  of  protit. 

To  open  the  sea  and  the  rookeries  t<)  tiie  taking  of  seal  by  any  who 

.  ^   ,         choose  to  si^ek  them  avouUI  be  simi>lv  to  surrender  the 

lagic  M^niiuii  would  licrd  to  destructHUi.     Butadaiiger  menaces  the  system 

destroy  tbo  bird.        .^j^^^  ^,],p  scals  wliicli  tlic  Govcrnnjcnt  alone  can  avert, 

viz,  the  intrusion  of  foreign  vessels  with  armed  crews  in  the  waters  of 

Bering  Sea,  with  intent  to  kill  seal  in  the  water  between  the  Aleutian 

chain  of  islands  and  the  I'ribilof  group.    In  this  water  the  seal  rest 

and  sport  after  tlieir  long  migration;  " heie  the  females,  heavy  with 

young,  slowly  nearing  the  land,  sleep  soundly  at  sea  by  intervals, 

reluctant  to  haul  out  of  the  cool  watc^-  upon  the  rookeries  until  the 

day  and  tl.J  hour  which  limits  the  period  of  gestati<m ;" 

kSU^iitiiuir  S'  ^'^'^'^''  ^^''^'^  f^""  '""^  «!»'!"'  and  drag  net,  tliese  maraml- 
ei'8  desire  to  leaj)  their  harvest  of  destruutiou  aud  for 
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their  selfish  greed  externnnate  the  animal  which  now,  under  the  wise 
policy  of  Congress,  plays  so  im|)ortanta  ]>art  in  theeconomy  and  distri- 
bution of  commerce.  Tbree  yi'ars  of  open  sea  would  sufiice  in  these 
waters  to  repeat  the  story  of  the  southern  oc«'an  and  the  fur-seal  would 
be  of  the  past,  sind  a  valuable  industry  wouhl  be  obliterated  forever. 
Let  the  sea  be  open  to  all  comnu'i'ce  that  harbors  no  evil  intent,  but 
protect  the  seal  life  that  swims  in  its  waters  and  "  hauls"  on  its  shores. 
Let  the  sea  be  as  free  as  the  wind  t^>  all  legitimate  conimerct',  but 
]n'ote<'t  the  uni(pie  i)ossession  of  seal  life  that  harms  none  and  benefits 
thousands. 

C.  A.  Williams. 

Exhibit  B. 

[From  C.  M.  Lrnnpaon  &  Co.  to  C.  A.  Williams,  August  22,  1889.] 

London,  04  Queen  Stkeet,  E.  C, 

Avf/ust  32,  1888. 

Dear  Siu:  We  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 
10th  instant,  inclosing  draft  of  a  paper  to  be  submitted  to  Congress  on 
mer(;hant  marine  and  fisheries. 

We  have  read  the  paper  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  ami  consider 
that  it  places  the  matter  in  a  thoroughly  impartial  way 
before  its  readers.  It  has  been  so  carefully  prepared  ...^9"'<"'  '^,'*''  ^''■• 
aiul  goes  into  all  details  so  tally  that  we  can  add  but  ments'to'congrcs's.'" 
little  to  it.  There  are,  however,  one  or  two  ])oints  to 
which  we  beg  to  draw  your  attention,  and  which  you  will  find  marked 
in  red  ink  on  the  paper. 

When  speaking  of  the  supply  of  fur-seal  skins  we  „f supply!""'  ''""""^** 
would  suggest  nu'ntioning  the  following  localities: 

(1)  Cape  of  Good  Hope. — From  some  islands  ott"  this  cape,  uiuler  the 
protection  of  the  Cape  (loveriunent,  a  yearly  supply  of  from  5,000  to 
8,000  skins  is  derived.    All  these  skins  come  to  the  Lon- 
don market,  part  of  them  being  sold  at  public  auction,       "^*"   """    "''"■ 
the  remaimler  being  dressed  and  dyed  for  account  of  the  owners. 

(2)  Japan. — The  supply  from  this  source  has  varied  very  nuich  of  late 
years,  amounting  sometimes  to  15,000  skins  a  year,  at 
others  to  only  5,000.  Last  year,  we  understand,  the 
Japanese  (iovernment  passed  stringent  laws  prohibit- 
ing the  killing  and  im])ortation  of  seals,  with  the  view 
of  protecting  seal  life  and  en<!ouraging  rookeries,  and 
the  conse(pience  has  been  thit  this  year  very  few  skins  have  come  for- 
ward. 

(3)  Vancouvers  Tsland. — For  many  years  past,  indeed  long  before  the 
formaticm  of  the  Alaska  (company,  regular  supi)lies  of 
fur-seals  in  the  salted  and  parchment  stat-e-  have  come 
to  the  London  market,  killed  mostly  oft"  Cape  Flattery.  The  quantity, 
we  should  say,  has  averaged  at  least  10,000  per  annum.  This  catch 
takes  place  in  the  montlis  of  March  and  A[)ril,  and  we  believe  that  the 
animals  from  which  these  skins  are  derived  are  the  fenuiles  of  the 
Alaska  seals,  just  the  same  as  those  caught  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

Had  this  quantity  been  nuiterially  increased  we  feel  sure  that  the 
breeding  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  would  have  sutt'ered  before  now;  but 
fortunately  the  catch  nuist  necessarily  be  a  limited  one,  owing  to  the 
stormy  time  of  the  year  at  which  it  is  made  and  the  dangerous  coast, 
wUeio  tUc  seuici  only  tor  a  sUuit  tiiuo  are  t'uuud.    it  must,  Uowover,  be 
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evident  that  if  tlieso  animals  are  followed  into  the  Bering  Sea  and 
huntt'd  down  in  a  »!ulin  sea  in  the  quietest  months  of  the  year  a  ])racti- 
cally  unlin>ite<l  quantity  of  females  mij{lit  be  talien,  ami,  as  you  say,  it 
wouhl  be  only  a  few  years  till  the  Alaska  seal  was  a  thing  of  the  past. 
Y(mrs,  very  truly, 

C.  M.  Lami'son  &  Co. 
C.  A.  Williams,  Esq., 

JVcto  London. 


H 


Deposit  ion  of  Josiph  1).  Williams,  furrier,  N'ew  York, 
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"  Northwest  catch." 


State  of  New  York, 

City  and  Count y  of  Niir  Yorl;  .ss: 

Joseph  I).  Williams,  beiuji  duly  sworn,  says:  That  he  is  74  years  of 
age,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  resident  of  Brooklyn,  in  the 
State  of  New  York;  that  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
business  of  dressing  and  dyeing  fur-seal  skins  contiu- 
ucuisly  f(  :•  lifteen  years  last  i)ast,  and  pri«)r  to  that  time 
at  intervals  during  the  whole  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  business, 
during  a  pei'iod  of  some  liftyodd  yeais,  he  has  dressed  and  dyed  seal 
skins,  and  that  his  father  was  engaged  in  the  same  business  before 
him;  that  for  the  last  tifteen  years  he  has  had  consigned  to  him  by  fur 
dealers  from  8,000  to  10,000  seal  skins  annually,  for  the\i>urpose  of  dress- 
ing and  dyeing  the  same;  that  about  50  per  cent  of  the 
skins  so  received  by  him  came  from  London  in  casks 
marked  as  they  are  catalogued  by  C.  M.  Lampson  & 
Co.,  and  are  the  skins  belonging  to  what  is  known  as 
the  "Northwest catch;"  and  deponent  is  informed  and 
believes  that  the  Northwest  catch,  as  the  term  is  used  in  the  trade, 
means  the  skins  of  seals  caught  in  the  oi)en  sea  and  not  npou  the 
islands.  Another  reason  for  this  belief  is  the  fact  that  all  of  the  skins 
of  the  Northwest  catch  contain  marks  showing  that  the  animal  has  been 
killed  by  bullets  or  buckshot,  the  skins  being  pierced  by  the  shot, 
whereas  the  skins  killed  on  the  American  and  JIussian  islands  are 
killed  on  laiul  by  clubs  and  are  not  i)ierced. 
That  of  the  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch  coming  into  his  haiuls  for 
treatment  probably  all  are  the  skins  of  the  female 
seal,  and  that  the  same  can  be  distinguished  from  the 
skins  of  the  male  seal  by  reas(m  of  the  breasts  and  of 
the  thinness  of  the  fur  around  the  same  and  upon  the 
belly,  most  of  the  female  seals  being  killed  while  they 
are  bearing  their  young,  and  the  fur  therefore  being  stretched  and 
thinner  over  that  part  of  the  body;  and  also  for  the  further  reason 
that  the  head  of  the  female  seal  is  much  narrower  than  that  of  the 
male  seal,  and  that  this  point  of  dillerence  is  obvious  in  the  skins  of 
the  two  classes.  That  of  the  total  nund)er  of  the  skins  received  by  him 
about  2.")  per  cent  are  the  skins  of  the  "Alaska"  and 
"  Copper  "catch.  That  all  the  skins  of  the  "Alaska" 
catch  are  male  seals,  and  an  overwhelming  propor- 
tion of  the  "  Copj)er"  catch  are  likewise  male  skins. 
That  the  remainder  of  the  skins  sent  to  deponent  for  dressing  and  dye- 
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J»<U  I-  IIU'UMM    in-Miiii;   Ml   >\iiiii    i«   iviKi^ii    nn    ijic    m>iiii- 

west"  catcli,  ill ul  arc,  as  in  tlie  case  of  tlie  skins  r«'-   ,,111^!',",;,',',!^';'' 
ceived   from    London  of  that   i-at<'h,  all   skins  of  tlio 
feiiiaU^  seal. 

J.   D.   WiTJJAMS. 

Snhscribod  and  swovn  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  Man-h,  IS1)2, 

[L.S.J  Jif»HKl{T    ii,   JiAWKISON, 

Aotary  rithlic,  (Jiti/  and  County  of  New  YorJc. 


74  years  of 
klyn,  in  the 
aged  in  the 
kins  contin- 
to  that  time 
in  business, 
id  dyed  seal 
iness  before 
I)  him  by  fur 
»ose  of  dress- 
r  cent  of  the 
h)n  in  casks 
Lampson  & 
is  known  as 

formed  and 
n  the  trade, 
ot  upon  the 
of  the  skins 
nal  has  been 
by  the  shot, 

ishmds  are 

lis  hands  for 
the  female 
led  from  the 
■easts  and  of 
id  upon  tlie 
,  while  they 
retched  and 
rther  reason 
that  of  the 
the  skins  of 
eived  by  him 
Alaska"  and 
le  "Alaska" 
hing  propor- 
male  skins, 
iug  and  dye- 


Kxperionco. 


Sixty  worliiiipii  em- 


DrposiUion  of  Joficph  />.   \\'llli<iuis,f'iiyrifr.yfir  York. 

gi:kkkai.  f<i:Ai,SKiN  industry. 

Statk  of  Xkw  York, 

Citi/  and  do II II f If  0/  Xcir   York,  ss  : 
Josepli  1).  Williams,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  T  am  T."*  years  of  age, 
and  reside  in  IJiooklyn,  N.  Y.     .Sly  business  is  tiiat  of 
<liessing  and  dyeing  Inrs,  and  1  have  been  engaged  in 
it  for  over  sixty  years.     Most  of  the.  furs  dressed  ami 
dyed  in  my  establishment  are  fiir-s<'al  skins,  and  during 
<'ach  of  the  i)ast  live  or  six  years  1  have  dressed  ami  dyed  from  S,000 
to  1(),()()(>  seal  skins.     I  employ,  and  for  some  time  i)ast 
have  employed,  about  (>0  workmen,  and  my  pay  roll  ,,i„y,.,( 
amounts  to  about  )?!MMhi  week.     Most  of  these  workmen 
can  be  classed  as  skilled  laborers.     1  dress  and  dye  fur-seal  skins  of  the 
Alaska,  Copper,  and  Northwest  coast  catches.     1  can  readily  distin- 
guish the  skins  belonging  to  each  of  them.    I  can  also  re.'idily  tell  a 
female  skin  from  a  male  skin.    The  predominance  of  the  former  over 
the  latter  in  the  Northwest  coast  catch  is  oiieof  its  most  distinguishing 
features.     I  can  not  state  exactly  what  the  percentage  is  of  each  sex, 
but  I  am  sure  that  as  a  rule  there  are  found  in  the 
Northwest  coast  catches  at  least   ten  times  as  many  „„^,t?irma*ic8.'**"*' 
female  skins  as  male  skins.    There  are  vari<ms  ways  of 
determining  the  sex  of  the  animal  from  which  seal  skins  are  taken. 
►Some  of  them  are  the  following:  (1)  Female  skins  have  teats,  which 
are  easily  found  even  in  the  salted  skin,  especially  when  the  animal  is 
over  two  years  of  age.     (2)  The  sliai)e  of  a  female  skin  is  narrower  at 
the  head  and  on  the  shoulders.     (3)  There  is  a  percei)tible  differenc*?  in 
the  character  of  the  hair  of  the  skins  of  the  two  sexes. 

J.  1).  Williams. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  17th  day  of  June,  1S02. 

[L.S.J  "  FoUUEH  .1.   IlKNNESY, 

Notary  Piihliv  {No.  ii79).  New  York  County. 
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DvpoHiHon  of  Maurice  WintlniiUer^/urrifr,  Son  Francisco. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Statk  ov  Talifoknia, 

Citj/  ami  CoKiitif  of  San  Franriscn,  hs: 
Miuiricc  Wiiuliiiillor,  liiiviii};  Ix-cii  duly  sworn,  doiiosos  niul  snys:  ^ly 

a}j;t>  is  Mi;  I  rcsiilc  in  >Siiii  I'^riiix-isco:  my  occupiitioii  i.s 
ExiH^rUncn.  tlisit.  oC  ii  fiirrior.     I  liiivo  Imm'ii  <'ii}j;n}>;»'(l  in  tlM^  lur  Imsi- 

iH'ss  ill!  n«y  lile,  iind  my  fiiduT  was  a  I'lirrici'  bclorc  mo. 
I  am  an  export  in  drosscil  and  undressed,  raw,  and  nntde-n]>  furs,  and 
also  a  manuractuier  and  d<'aler  in  the  same.  I  liave  b()U{<;lit  and  ex- 
amined large  nundiers  of  I'nr  seal  skins  during  the  last  twelve  years, 
<'anght  by  sealing  sehooners  both  on  the  Ku.ssian  and  American  side  of 
the  N(»rth  I'aidtic  an<l  leering  Hea,  and  I  can  easily  distinguish  one 
from  the  other. 
The  linssian  seal  is  a  smaller  seal,  and  the  fur  is  not  as  »]ose  as  the 

fur  of  tlie  Alaska  seal,  nor  as  good  qiuility.  They  are 
kanHlMi'i""  '""'  '^''"'    «'"  entirely  dith-rent  herd  from  those  on  the  American 

side,  and  their  skins  have  iieculiar  characteristi«'S  by 
Avhieh  it  is  not  dilllcnlt  to  se]>aiate  them.  In  examining  and  ]iur<dias- 
ing  s«'al  skins  from  the  schooners  in  their  raw  state  I  have  observed 

that  IH)  per  cent  of  their  cat<;h  are  females.    1  know 
lenuiioH  ^|,,j|  ^jj  j,j,  j^  ijj^jj.^  because  the  heads  of  the  females  are 

smaller,  the  bellies  larger,  and  the  teats  can  be  plainly 
seen.  The  teats  show  more  plainly  when  the  skin  is  dressed  and  dyed. 
In  examining  the  skins  taken  by  sealing  schooners  I  have  found 
most  of  them  perforated  Avith  shot,  making  them  much 
less  valuable  thereby.  r<»rn)erly  more  of  them  used  to 
be  killed  with  a  rifle,  which  did  not  injure  the  skin  as 
much. 

Maurice  Windmiller. 

Subscrihed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Hth  day  of  Ain-il,  A.  D.  1802. 
[seal.J  Clement  Uennett, 

2lotary  I'ublic. 
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TESTIMONY  RHLATING  TO  TIIH  CHM-RAl.  Sl-ALSKIN  INDUS- 
TRY IN  GRliAT  BRITAIN. 


Deposition  of  IT.  S.  Bcriwtjion,  hroU  of  the  firm  of  Jifriuf/ion  if-  Monifiy 

furrifrx,  Lomloii. 

GENEUAI.   SEALSKIN   INDITSTBY. 

n.  S.  r>ovinjjtou,  M.  A.,  beinff  «luly  sworn,  d«>th  depose  and  say:  That 
he  is  to  years  of  afi'e  s:nd  a  subject  of  Her  Ibitannic 
Majesty,  and  is  the  head  of  tlu^  lirm  of  I>evinf;t<»n  &      Kxporu-uco. 
Morrill,  doiii}*'  business  as  fur  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers, at  28  Cannon  street,  in  the  <'-ity  of  liondon.    That  his  said  firm 
was  founded  in  the  year  172(}  and  has  been  continued  in  the  same 
family  durinj*-  the;  whole  of  these  years  down  to  the  pres<'nt  time,  and 

"  ij;-  the  whole  of  the  i)eriod  since  1720  in  the 
j>  in  furs  aiul  leather.    That  deponent  has  been 


the  whole  of  the 


has  been  «Mi}>ji«;,ed  dur 
same  business,  dealin 

in  the  business  ever  since  the  year  l.ST.'J.  Durin 
l)eiiod  since  that  date  his  said  tlrm  have  been  in  the  habit  of  buyiufj 
fur-seal  skins,  and  he  knows  from  his  {•cneral  knowledge  of  the  business 
that  la'ior  to  that  tinus  they  Avere  in  the  habit  of  buying  seal  skins  ever 
sime  j[j»ey  becam»^  an  article  of  commerce.  That  deponent  has,  per- 
sonally, handled  many  thousands  of  skins  of  the  fur-seal,  and  by 
reason  of  that  fact  and  of  his  experience  in  his  business  has  a  general 
knowlexjge  of  the  history  of  the  fur-8<'al  skin  busin«'ss,  aiul  a  general 
and  ju'eijise  knowledge  of  the  several  kinds  of  skins  Mhich  now,  and 
for  many  years  last  past,  have  come  ui)on  the  London  market.  That 
since  deponent  has  been  in  business  skins  coming  upon  the  London 
nuirket  have  been  principally  divided  into  three  classes, 
known  as  the  Alaska  catch,  the  Copper  catch,  ami  the 
^Northwest  catch.  Small  suiijdies  have  also  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Southern  Sea,  the  Lobos  Islands,  Falk- 
laml  Islands,  and  Cape  Horn,  but  the  skins  arriving 
nu'utioned  h>calities  make  no  tigure  in  the  market.  That  what  is  known 
as  the  Alaska  catch  consist  of  skins  of  seals  whi<'h  are  killed  nyunx  the 
Pribilof  Islands  in  the  IJering  Sea,  and  the  Copper  catidi  of  skins, 
which  are  killed  upon  the  Copper  and  IJering  Islands,  in  liussian 
waters. 

That  the  Northwest  skins  consist  of  skins  taken  fromanimals  which  are 
caught  in  the  open  Pacific  Ocean  off'  tiie  coast  of  British  Columbia  or  in 
the  Bering  Sea.  That  the  differences  between  the  three  several  sorts  of 
skins  last  mentioned  are  so  nuirked  as  to  enable  any  person  skilled  in 
the  business,  or  ax-eustomed  to  handle  the  same,  to  readily  dis*  ■  ,uish 
the  skins  of  one  catch  from  those  of  another,  es])eeially  in  bulk,  and  it 
is  the  fact  that  when  they  reach  tlie  market  tlu'.  skins  or  each  class  come 
sepsu'utely  and  are  uot  found  mingled  with  those  belonging  to  the  other 
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Hnssrs.  Tlio  sldiis  of  tlio  (\»p|M'r  l^llllHl  ciifcli  nro  (lislin^ui-lnMl  finni 
tin-  skins  «»r  IIh'  AliisUa  siikI  Noitliwrst  ratcli.  wliicli  l\v<»  last  iiicii 
tioiMMl  riassos  ot  skins  appear  tolio  iicaily  allied  to  eaeiiollier,  nii<l  are 
of  tk  ('  sani(>  i^enoial  cliaracter,  Ity  reason  of  tiie  tact  tliat  in  tlieii-  raw 
state  tlie  Copper  skins  aie  li;>'lilei'  in  color  than  either  of  tliu  other  two 
anil  in  the  dyed  state  there  is  a  niark»'d  dill'erenee  in  the  ajiiMNirnneeof 
the  t'iirot'the('o])per  and  the  other  two  classes  of  skins,  'i'iiis  ditl'ereneu 
is  ditlleidt  to  describe  to  a  ])ei'son  unaccustomed  to  liandh^  skiuH,  but  it 
is  uevertheh'ss  <'h'ar  and  distinct  to  an  expert,  and  nuiy  be  jjenerally 
describ«'d  by  sayinjj  tliat  ihe  Copper  skijjs  are  of  a  <dose,  sliort,  and 
slnny  fur,  ])articidarly  down  by  the  Hank,  to  a.  ^reat(>r  extent  than  tho 

Alaska  aud  Northwest  skins.  Tla^  skins  of  the  nnih^ 
miiNMim^TniH^T/HTin".  i""'  f«'iiiid«*  animal  are  readily  distinjjuishable  from  ea«*h 

other  in  the  adult  Hta^i^  by  reason  oi'  the  <lilference  in 
th(^  shajte  of  the  heads.    That  the  Copper  and  Ahiska  skins  are  almost 

exclusively  the  skins  of  the  male  animal,  and  theskiuH 

ii..HY;wrst!''rri.inrB!  "^  "*"  ^''*'  Noithwest  catch  are  at  least  SO  per  cent  of  tho 
skinsof  the  feinaleauimal.  That  prior  to  and  in  i)r<>])ar- 
at  ion  for  inakiii}?  this  deposition  dei)one.nt  says  he  carefully  looked 
throuRJi  two  lartfo  lots  of  skins  now  in  his  warelatuse  for  the  esju-cial 
]turp<Kso  of  estimatiuff  the  percentage  of  female  skins  foun<l  amonjf  tho 
Noi'thwest  catch,  aiul  he  believes  the  above  estimate  to  be  accurate. 

That  the  skins  in  tho  Northwest  catch  are  also  i>i«'rced  with  shot 
aud  si)ear  uiarks,  in  <ronse<puMi<'«'  of  having-  been  kilh'd  in  tho  open 
water  instead  of  upon  land  by  clubs.  That  tho  business  of  dealing  iu 
fur-seal  skins  in  the  city  of  Ijoiuhui  has  become  an 
i..Mnui'..  "'^'''"''''"  «'Hlii^>li«lHMl  and  important  industry.  ]:  oneu'  is 
infoinied  that  practically  all  the  seal  *kins  t'.it;  world 
are  sold  in  Loiulon,  and  the  number  runs  uj)  in  the  year  (between 
1(M),(K)()  an<i  L'(M>,(IO(>  averaging  considerably  over  ir)0,(K»O  a  year.  These 
skins  are  sold  for  the  most  i)art  either  by  the  tiiin  ot  C.  iVl.  Ivampson  & 
Co.,  through  their  brokeis,  (Joad,  l{igg&  Co.,  or  by  the  tirm  of  Culver- 
well,  lirooks  &  Co.  At  the  auction  sales,  which  arc  advertised  twice 
or  three  times  in  the  year  by  these  linns,  skins  are  bought  by  ilealers 
from  Jill  over  the  world,  who  are  ju'esent  either  in  i>eison  or  by  proxy. 
The  next  stage  in  the  industry  is  the  dressing  and  dyeing  of  the  furs, 
aiul  practically  the  whole  of  these  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London  are 
dressed  and  dyed  in  that  city,  the  princijjal  firms  being  engaged  in  that 
business,  aie  C.  W.  JMartin  &  Sons  and  George  Kice.  ])ei)onent's  own 
linn  dress  a  small  number  of  skins  and  have  dressed  in  (uie  year  as 
many  as  iJ3,()0()  and  fcunierly  dyed  large  nund)ers  of  skins,  but  do  not 
now  dye  skins  as  the  secrets  of  the  present  fashionable  color  are  now  in 
the  hands  of  other  firms.  After  having  been  dressed  and  dyed,  the 
skins  of  the  fur  eal  are  then  ])assed  into  the  hands  of  fur  merchants, 
they  are  i>assed  to  furrieis  and  dra])ers  an<l  retail 
ealers  generally.  Deponent  estnnates  the  total  nn;n- 
er  of  persons  engaged  in  oneway  or  another,  <lire"tly 
i"  indirectly,  in  the  fur-seal  industry,  in  the<'i*^y  of  Lon- 
don at  at  least  t  j  or  three  thousand,  many  of  whom  are  skilled  iabor- 
ers,  all  receivinf,  ligh  wages. 
That  a  large  ;  nount  of  capital  is  also  invested  in  the  business  in  the 
„    ..  , .      ,  ,       city  of  Lond(ui,  and  the  in-ecise  value  of  the  industry 

Capital  invested.  ''    ■.  a-         i     i    i  \         •  ^i  ^  i     i 

can  be  estimated  by  reckoning  the  amount  expentled 
in  the  various  jirocesses  which  depinient  has  enumerated  upon  each 
skin.  For  instwnce,  after  the  skins  arrive  at  the  London  market  they 
are  sold  at  the  sales  at  prices  which  iu  the  year  1890  averaged  say  80 
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shilliii;rs  aiticce.  The  conimissions  on  the  selliiif;  of  the  ;,'oods  inebni- 
iii^  waiehoiiNJii;;',  insurance,  and  so  forth,  deponent  l)cliev«>s  amMiinl  to 
<{  per  cent  of  the  prire  olttaincd.  That  the  amount  paid  foi- dressing, 
dyein;;',  and  machining  each  skin  averages  say  H»shiHin;is.  These  pro- 
cesses take  tu;;'cther  about  four  or  live  iiioiiths.  The  next  expeiMlituru 
upon  the  skin  Is,  say.  an  avera;,'e  of  live  shilliii;;s  at  least  for  each  skin 
for  cultinj;  up,  and  tliat  tliereafter  there  will  be  an  avera^ic  of  at  least 
from  ii  shillin^rs  to  t  sliiillii;>'s  per  skin  expended  in  iiuiltin^r.linin^',  and 
makiii;;'  up  the  jackets  or  other  };iMMn-nls,  sliowin;*'  u  total  expeiiditnre 
upon  <>ach  skin  Ibr  ialior  ahme,  in  the  city  of  liondon,  of  'St  shilling.; 
ill  addition  to  the  peicenta;;*'  \y,\U\  for  brokeraj;(',  befor»' the  processesof 
manufacture  lie^an,  and  the  most  of  this  money  is  actually  paid  (uit  in 
way:<'s. 

l>e))oneut  says,  that  in  the  above  estimates  he  has  ^mvcii  the  bottom 
n^'ur«>s  and  that  tlie  amount  airtnally  expended  upon  the  skins  in  tlie 
«'ity  of  London  undouiitedly  averajj^es  a  larf,'er  sum.  This  wcmld  make 
on  an  averafje  of  LMMt.OOO  skins  a  yeai',  which  is  not  (-xcessive,  w.  total 
expeixllture  annually  in  the  city  of  Loudon  of  .C'J''in,(Mi(),  minus  the 
amounts  paid  for  ciittin<;  and  making;  up  in  respect  to  the  skins  sent 
to  the  United  States. 

Deponent  furtlier  says  that  the  preservation  of  the  seal  herds  and 
the  ('ontinned  sui)ply  of  fur  seal  skins,  which,  fur- 
thermore, it  is  important  should  be  ronstant  iwn]  rcqu-  „iVrjT,/!V!'Il!I!.Illr'''','.'' 
ntr  \\\  supi)ly,  IS  absolutely  necessary  to  the  manite- 
nanc(^  of  tliis  industry.  Deponent  says  that  the  reason  foi  this  opinion 
is  shown  in  the  hi'tory  of  last  season's  business.  Vov  instance,  at  the 
October  sale  the  prices  of  skins  wer<'  very  hi;i;'h,  as  a  short  supply  was 
expected.  The  skins  purchased  at  that  sale  were  then  ])ut  into  the 
hands  of  the  dressers  and  dyers,  where  they  would  be  retained,  as 
above  stated,  in  ]»rocess  of  treatment  four  or  live  montlis.  J)uiin}f  this 
inter  al  it  ai)i)eared  that  instead  of  there  beinj^-  a  short  sui)ply  the 
])oa*'hing  vessels  had  cauj^ht  a  huge  number  of  skins,  r)(),(l(M»  ov  (»(),()(M), 
which  being  nnexjiectcdly  |)lMmped  on  the  nmrket,  brought  the  jtrice 
down  so  tiiat  thei«'  was  a  loss  of  perhaps  25  shillings  i)er  skin  on  the 
skins  bought  at  the  October  sales;  and  deponent  further  says  that  it  is 
of  course  obvious  that  the  business  can  TU)t  be  maintained  unless  the 
herds  are  ]»resei  vctl  from  the  destruction  which  has  overtaken  the  South 
Sea  herds,  which  formerly  existed  in  such  large  numbers,  and  so  im- 
])0]'tant  has  the  sealskin  business  become  that  if  the  herds  were  exter- 
minated deponent  says  it  wonld  hardly  be  worth  while  to  remain  in  the 
fur  business. 

Deponent  says  while  he  does  not  wish  to  express  any  opinion  upon  the 
matters  which  are  in  controversy,  that  nevertheless,  looking  at  the  ques- 
tion of  preserving  the  sealsfromanatnral-history  point  of  view  alone,  and 
having  no  regard  whatever  to  the  rights  of  any  individuals  (n'nations,l)ut 
lookingatthemattersiniplyfromthepointof  view  of  how  best  to  preserve 
the  seals,  he  has  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  best 
way  to  acc(mi])lish  that  object  would  be  to  prohibit  ab-  gnry"**'"*'""  neces- 
solutely  the  killing  of  all  seals  exce])t  upoi.  the  islands, 
and,  furthermore  to  limit  the  killing  of  sesds  on  the  islands  to  the  male 
species  at  particular  times,  and  to  limit  the  numbers  of  the  nmles  to  be 
so  killed.  If,  however,  the  rights  of  individuals  are  to  be  considered, 
and  sealing  in  the  o]»en  sea  is  to  be  alh)wed,  then  deponent  thinks  that 
the  nund)er  of  vessels  to  be  sent  ont  by  each  country  ought  to  be  lim« 
ited,  and  the  number  of  seals  which  may  be  caught  by  each  vessel 
should  be  sx>t^^itied. 
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Deponent  says  that  one  reason  wliy  lie  tliinks  tlie  killing:  of  seals  in 
the  open  sea  should  be  prohibited  and  all  killing'  liiin"ted  t<i  the  islands 
is  beeause  deponent  is  of  the  opinion  that  when  seals  are  killed  in  the 
open  sea  a  large  number  must  be  killed  which  are  not  recovered,  and 
consequently  that  the  herds  must  suffer  much  greater  loss  than  is 
measured  by  the  skins  of  the  seals  cauglit  or  coming  to  market. 

Deponent  farther  says  that  one  reason  for  this  opinion  is  that  he  has 
had  some  small  experience  in  shooting  hair  seals  in  the  Scilly  Islands, 
and  has  himself  x)ersonally  killed  hair  seals  at  a  distance  oif  10  or  .50 
yards,  which  sank  before  he  (UMild  reach  them.  Hair  seals  are  of  the 
same  gen<M'al  lamily  as  fur-seals,  and  he  has  no  d<mbt  that  the  same 
thingoccurs,  and  must  occur,  when  thefursealsarekilled  ontheopen  sea. 

IlKRnEUT  Shelley  Bevington,  M.  A. 

Sworn  at  No.  28  Cannon  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  England, 
this  2()th  <lay  of  April,  1S{»2,  before  me. 
[seal.]  FifANciis  W.  Frigout, 

Vi<-e  and  Deputy  ilouHMl-Oeneral  of  the 
United  i^tutes  of  Ameriea  at  London,  England. 
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Deposition  of  A  If  red  Frafter,  memlier  of  firm  of  C.  M.  Lampoon  tO  Co.,  fur- 
riers, IjOikIoii. 

general   sealskin   INDITSTRY. 

State  of  New  Yoric,  k 

Citi/  and  Coiniti/  <{/'  Keir  Yorl;  ss:  • 

Alfred  Fraser,  T)eing  duly  sworn,  says: 

First.  That  he  is  a  subject  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  and  is  52  years 
of  age  and  resides  in  the  <'ity  of  Brooklyn,  in  the  State 
inau.st™'  soauicin  of  Ncw  York.  That  he  is  a  nu'mber  of  the  lirm  of  C. 
M.  Lami)son  &  Co.  of  Londcuj,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  said  lirm  for  about  tliirteci)  years;  prior  to  that  time  he  was 
in  the  emjdoy  of  said  firm  and  tijok  an  active  part  in  the  management 
of  the  business  of  said  firm  in  Iiondon.  That  the  business  of  Q,  M. 
Lampson  «&  ( -o.  is  that  of  merc'iants,  engaged  principally  in  the 
business  of  selling  fnr  skins  on  co.ninission.  That  for  alxmt  twenty- 
four  years  the  firm  of  C.  M.  Lanpson  «&  Co.  have  sold  the  great 
majority  of  the  whole  nund)er  of  seal  skins  sold  in  all  the  markets  of 
the  world.  That  while  he  was  engaged  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business  of  said  firm  in  London,  he  luul 
personal  knowledge  ttf  the  character  of  the  various  seal  skins  sold  by 
the  said  firm,  from  his  personal  inspection  of  the  same  in  their  ware- 
house and  from  the  physical  handling  of  tiie  same  by  him.  That  many 
hundred  thousands  of  the  skins  sold  by  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co.  have 
physically  passed  through  his  hands;  and  that  since  his  residence 
in  this  country  he  has,  as  a  member  of  said  firm,  had  a  general  and  de- 
tailed knowledge  of  tlic  chara'ter  and  extent  of  the  business  of  said 
firm,  although  since  itis  resideiujc  in  ti»e  city  of  New  York  he  has  not 
physically  handled  the  skins  disposed  of  by  his  firm. 

That  during  the  last  year  or  two  a  large  number  of  skins  have  ])een 
sold  lit  Loiulon  by  the  firm  of  Culverwell,  Brooks  &  Co.,  and  that 
said  firm,  as  dejionent  is  informed  and  believes,  have  secured  the  con- 
signnu'iit  of  skins  to  them  during  the  ])eriod  aforesaid  by  advantdng 
to  the  owners  of  vessels  engaged  in  what  is  now  known  as  pelagic 
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BcaMng  snms  of  money,  which  is  stated  lo  be  $15  per  skin,  as  against 
shipments  from  Victoria  of  such  skins. 

Second.  That  the  seal  skins  which  have  been  sold  in  London  from  time 
to  time  since  deponent  lirst  began  business  have  been  obtained  from 
sources  and  were  known  in  the  markets  as — 

(A)  The  Sontli  Sea  skins,  being  the  sldns  of  seals  princii)ally  cjiuglit 
on  the  South  Shetland  Islands.  South  (icorgia  Islands, 

and  Sandwic'h  Land.  Tliat  many  years  ago  hirge  num-  slmli'i  ^siH-tiai'i.T  la- 
bers  of  seals  were  (!aught  upon  these  islands,  but  in  iaii'i«, »^">i<i'  (i<<>if'ii» 
consequence  of  the  fact  tiiat  no  restrnttions  were  iin-  Lami. 
posed  on  tli<^  killing  of  said  seals  they  were  i>racl;i(^ally  ^^^^.l  rMtn.ti.m  on 
exterminated  and  no  seal  skins  ap])eared  in  the  market  '  '^ 
from  those  localities  for  many  years.  That  about  twenty  years  ago 
these  islands  were  again  visited  and  for  five  seasons  a  considerable 
catch  was  made,  amounting  during  the  whole  five  seasor<s  to  about 
30,000  or  40,000  skins.  Among  the  skins  found  in  this  catch  were  those 
of  the  oldest  nuxles  and  the  smallest  pui)S,  thus  showing,  in  the  Judg- 
ment of  deponent,  that  every  seal  of  every  kind  was  killed  that  couhl 
be  reached.  That  in  consequence  thereof  th(i  rookeries  on  these  islands 
were  then  completely  exhausted.  Once  or  twice  thereafter  they  were 
visited  without  result,  no  seals  being  found,  and  about  five  years  ago 
they  were  again  revisited  and  only  8(i  skins  were  obtained.  1  )eponent  is 
informed  that  all  the  South  Sea  skins  were  obtained  by  killing  seals  upon 
the  islands  above  mentioned,  and  that  it  is  obviously  everywhere  much 
easier  to  kill  seals  upon  the  land  than  in  the  water;  and  in  thejuilg- 
ment  of  the  deponent  the  seals  of  the  above-mentioned  islands  were 
thus  entirely  exterminated  because  of  the  entire  absence 
of  any  protection  or  of  any  restriction  of  any  kind  what- 
ever upon  the  number,  age,  or  sex  of  seals  killed,  and  not  merely,  as 
deponent  understands  has  been  claimed  by  some  authorities,  because 
they  were  killed  on  land  instead  of  in  the  open  sea,  which,  moreover, 
in  that  locality,  deponent  is  informed,  is  practically  impossible  by  reason 
of  the  roughness  of  the  sea  and  weather. 

(B)  A  considerable  number  of  seal  skins  were  formerly  obtained 
upon  ihe  Falkland  Islands;  how  many  deponent  is  not 

able  to  state.  Falkland  inlands. 

(C)  That  a  ccrtr.in  number  of  seals  were  also  caught  at  ('ape  Horn, 
and  that  more  or  less  are  still  taken  in  that  vicinity, 
though  the  whole  number  has  been  very  greatlj-  re- 
duced. 

(I))  That  at  the  present  time  and  for  many  years  last 
past  the  skins  coining  to  the  market  and  which  arc 
known  to  commerce  have  come  from  the  following 
sources: 

1.  And  by  far  the  most  important  are  the  northern  Pacific  skins, 
which  are  known  to  the  trade  under  the  following  titles: 

The  "Alaska"  catch,  which  are  the  skins  of  seals  caught  on  the  Prib- 
ilof  Islands,  situated  in  Bering  Sea.     For  many  years 
past  the  whole  of  the  skins  caught  upon  these  islands 
have  been  sold  by  deponent's  firm,  and  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
skins  so  sold  in  each  year  is  appended  hereto  and 
marked  I^xhibit  A,  showing  the  aggregate  of  su(!h  ]87o"ti,'lH.ji.  °*^'  '""" 
skins  sold  from  the  year  1870  to  the  year  1891,  iuclu- 
Pive,  as  1,877,077. 

The  "Cojiper"  catch,  being  the  skins  of  seals  caught  upon  what  arc 
known  as  the  Commander  Ishunls.  being  tlu'  islands 
known  as  Copper  and  Bering  Islands.    All  the  skins     <^"i'i'«r8  ns. 


CaiH'  IIdvii  Noals. 


ciiiniiu  Tco. 


Bkiim     of 


Alaska  Hkius. 
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SO  eaiiglit  have  boon  sold  by  (Icpouoiit's  firm  in  tlio  city  of  IjoiuIoh,  and 

the  total  iiuinlxT  of  such   "Coiti)Ci"  catch  from  the 

]872to'i892.  "''  '"'""  yesw  1«72  to  18!)2  a]>i»eais  ii])oii  the  statement  which  is 

hereto  annexed  and  marked  Exhibit  13,  showing  the 

total  so  sold  during:  such  years  of  70S,(M)(J  skins. 

The  "Northwest"  catch,  being-  the  skins  of  seals  caught  in  the  open 
,..  ,,      ,  . ,         sea  either  of  the  Pacilii;  Ocean  or  of  tlie  Bering  Sea. 

>hniiwpat  Hkins.       ™,  ,  .  .    .       ,,  ,  ,  i       •      »      i        j.i 

These  skins  Avere  orignially  caught  (exclusively  by  the 
Indians  and  by  residents  of  the  colony  of  Victoria  and  ah)ng  the 
(M»astof  the  British  possessions.    A  statement  of  the  total  number  of 

the  catcli  from  the  year  1S08  to  ISSf,  inclusive,  is  ap- 
iscslll'isiT.  "*"'  *'■''""   pended  liereto  and  marked  Exhibit  ( !,  sln.wing  a  total 

of  153,348.  That  statement  is  divided  into  three  heads: 
Firvst,  llie  salted  "Northwest"  coast  skins;  second,  the  diied  "North- 
west" c(»ast  skins,  both  of  which  were  mainly  sold  through  deponent's 
lirm  in  Ijondon;  and  third,  salted  "Nortiiwest"  i'oast  skins,  dressed 
and  dyed  in  London,  but  not  sold  there.  It  will  be  noticed  that  in  the 
years  1871  and  1872  an  unusually  large  ])roportion  of  dried  skins  ap- 
l)ear  to  have  been  marketed.  TJiose  skins  were  purchased  in  this  year 
from  the  llussiau  American  (;omi)aiiy,  which  was  the  lessee  of  the 
Itussian  Government  on  the  Tribilof  Ishinds  prior  to  the  cession  of  Jlus- 
sian  Anu'rica  to  the  United  Stales.  Tiiose  skins  had  been  accumulated 
by  the  Russian  Company  and  sold  when  the  Americans  took  posses- 
sion. For  the  years  1871  and  1872,  therefore,  the  surplus  skins  over 
the  average  for  the  other  years  sliould  be  rejected  in  a  computation  of 
the  general  average  of  seals  killed  during  the  years  from  1868  to  1884, 
inclusive. 

From  the  year  1885  to  the  year  1801  the  nund)er  of  sVins  included  in 

the  "Northwest"  catch  enormously  increased,  and  a 
lysi-I'tfliHoT  '^^'  *^^°'"  statement  of  such  skins  is  hereto  annexed  and  marked 

Exhibit  1),  showing  a  total  of  ;)31,9()2,  and  is  divided, 
like  the  statement  marked  Exhibit  C,  into  three  heads:  The  salted 
Northwest  coast  skins,  the  dry  Noithwest  coast  skins,  and  the  salted 
skins  dressed  and  dyed  in  London,  but  not  sold  there.  The  majority 
of  the  first  two  classes  were,  as  in  the  [trevious  case,  sold  by  deponent's 
lirm.  The  great  majority  of  these  skins  apjiearing  in  the  last-mentioned 
statement  are  the  skins  caught  by  vessels  sent  out  I'rom  the  Canadian 
Provinces;  many  also  by  vessels  sent  out  from  San  Francisco,  Port 
Townsend,  and  Seattle;  and  a  few  fVom  vessels  sent  out  from  Yokohama; 
the  majority,  however,  are  sui>])osed  to  have  been  caught  by  vessels 
sent  out  from  British  harbors.  A  large  nuuiber  of  the  skins  included 
in  ICxhibit  1)  have  been  consigned  to  C.  M.  Jjani[ison  &  Co.,  by  the  lirm 
of  Merman  Liebes  &  Co.,  of  San  Fraih  isco.  in  estimatuig  the  total 
nund)cr  of  the  "  northwest"  catch  it  shoui.l  also  be  mentioned  that  some- 
thing like  .■)(),((()()  skins  belonging  to  that  catch  liave  been  dressed  and 
dyed  in  the  United  States,  whicli  have  not  gone  to  London  at  all. 
(E)  Besides  the  "Alaska,"  "Coppor,"  and  "Northwest"  skins  there 
are  also  a  certain  nundier  of  skins  arriving  in  London, 

knowr,  as  the  Lobos  Island  sknis,  allhougli  the  same  are 
not  handled  by  the  lirm  of  C.  ]M.  Lampson  &  Co.;  but  the  total  num- 
ber of  which,  from  the  year  1872  to  the  year  181)1,  incln- 
i8?2t.Vi8«T.  "^'  ^'"'"  '^'^'^''  is,  as  appears  fron'i  the  catalogues  <)f  sales,  247,777. 

The  Lobos  Island  skins  are  those  of  seals  killed  on  the 
Lobos  Island,  belonging  to  the  l\ei)ublic  of  Uruguay;  and  de])onent 
is  iiilbinied  and  believes  that  there  is  no  o]ien  sea  sealing  in  the 
vicinity  of  yuch  island,  and  that  the  animals  are  protected  on  the  islam! 
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as  they  are  on  the  Russian  and  Pribilof  Islands,  by  prohibition  from 
the  killing  of  females  and  limiting  the  number  of  mak's  killed  in  eaeli 
year.  A  statement  of  the  seals  killed  on  Tiobos  Island  is  hereto  an- 
nexed and  marked  hiXhibit  E,  from  which  it  ai)pears  that  there  is  a 
regular  annual  supply  obtained  from  that  source,  which  shows  no  dimi- 
nution. 

(F)  There  are  also  a  certain  number  of  skins  sold  in  London,  obtained 
from  rookeries  at  or  near  the  Oape  of  (Jood  Hope, 
the  exact  number  of  which  deponent  is  not  able  to   ^J^'ipe of  Good  Uopo 
state,  but  which,  he  is  informed,  shows  a  steady  yield. 

The  statements  marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  and  E,  hereunto  appended,  have 
been    carefully   prepared  by  me   personally,  and  the 
tigur«!S  therein  stated  have  been  compiled  l)y  me  from  tj^^^"'^'^®  "^  iui'onua. 
the  several  sale  catalogues  of  C.  ^I.  Lampson  &  Co. 
and  others  from  my  private  books  which  1  had  kept  during  all  the 
j  years  covered  by  the  statements,  and  1  am  surt'  that  those  statements 

are  substantially  accurate  and  trnly  state  tiie  res]»eetive  numbers  of 
the  skins  caiight  and  sold  which  they  purport  to  state. 

Third.  The  great  majority  of  the  skins  sold  from  the  Northwest  catch 
are  the  skins  of  female  seals.     Deponent  is  not  able  to  state  exactly 
what  proportion  of  siich  skins  are  tlie  slcins  of  fcnudes,  but  estimates  it 
I  to  be  at  least  85  x)er  cent,  and  the  skins  of  teinales  are 

readily  distingnishable  from  those  of  the  males  by  rea-  ^vt^t'^catch^^laios!^' 
son  of  the  fact  that  on  the  breast  and  on  the  belly  of  the 
bearing  female  there  is  comparatively  little  fur,  whereas  on  the  skins 
of  the  male  seals  the  fur  is  evenly  distril)ute(l;  and  also  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  the  female  seal  has  a  narrow  head  and  the  male  seal  a 
broad  head  and  lu'ck;  and  the  skins  of  tliis  catch  are  also  distinguish- 
able from  the  "Alaska"  and  "Copper"  catch  bv  reason      ,...r  ,  . 
ot  the  lact  that  the  seals  are  killed  by  bullets  or  (>U(k-    XoriinvtHt  »uiii»aiui 
shot,  or  speared,  and  not,  as  on  the  i':ibilof  and  Com-   Alaska  ami  cu,,,,or. 
maiider  Islands,  by  dubs.     Marks  of  such  bullets  or  buckshot  or  speara 
are  dearly  discernible  in  the  skins,  and  there  is  a  marked  ditterence  in 
the  coniniercial  value  of  the  female   skins  and  of  tlie  male  skins.     This 
fact,  that  the  Northwest  skins  an;  so  largcily  tlie  skins  of  females,  is 
furtlier  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  in  many  of  the  early  sales  of  such 
skins  they  are  classilied  in  deponeul's  books  as  tlie  skins  of  "females." 

Fourth.  Di'poneiit  further  says  that  in  his  judgment  the  absolute 
prohibitio!!  of  pelagic  sealing, /.<■.,  the  killing  of  seals 
in  the  open  s-a,  whether  in  the  Xorth  Pacilh-  or  the  He  Jj'."'''^'"""  "'''^''• 
ring  Sea  is  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  the  seal 
herds  now  surviving,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  most  of  th(>  females  so 
killed  are  heavy  with  young,  and  that  niH-essarily  the  increase  of  the 
sjtecies  is  diminished  by  their  killing.  And  I'urther,  from  the  fact  that 
a  large  number  of  females  are  killed  in  the  IJering  Si-a  while  on  the 
search  for  food  after  the  birth  of  their  young,  and  that  in  conseciueiice 
thereof  the  pups  die  for  want  of  nourishmeiit.  Deponent  has  no  per- 
sonal ki  owledgt^  of  the  truth  of  this  statement,  but  he  has  iiilbrination 
in  respect  of  the  same  from  persons  who  have  been  on  the  Pribilof  Is- 
lands, and  he  believes  the  same  to  be  true.  Deponent  I'urther  says  that 
this  opinion  is  based  upon  the  assumption  that  the  present  restriction 
imposed  by  Pussia  and  the  United  States  «m  the  killing  of  seals  in  their 
respective  islands  are  to  be  maintained,  otiierwise  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  inii)ose  such  restrictions  as  well  as  to  pj'ohibiti)elajjic  sealing  in 
order  to  Dicserve  the  herds. 
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Fifth.  Deponent  is  further  of  the  opinion,  from  his  long  observation 
...        ,,,  jiiid  liiiiitllinij  of  tlie  skins  of  the  several  catclies  that 

Alaska  nml  <  iipixT    ,,         ,  .  ,.'?,        »,      i  i  /-.  .1  11 

Hkiiis  iciuiiiy  distill-  tiie  sknisot  tlie  Alaska  and  Copper  caa'-hes  are  reauily 

Kuisiini.io.  (listiiignishable  fioni  each  otlier  and  tiiat  the  licrds 

from  which  such  skins  are  obtained  do  not  in  fact  intenningh',  with  eacli 

„    ,   ,      ,    .    ,  other,  because  the  skins  chissihcd  nndor  the  head  of 

Copper  catch  are  not  tound  aniony-  the  consignments 
of  skins  received  from  the  Ahiska  catcli,  and  rice  rcrsa. 

Si.xth.  Deponent  further  says  that  the  distinction  between  the  s,kins 
of  the  several  catches  is  so  marked  that  in  his  Judj;iiient  he  would,  for 
instance,  have  had  noditticulty  had  there  been  included  among  100,000 
skins  in  the  Alaska  catch,  1,0U0  skins  of  the  Copper  catch  in  distin- 
guisliing  the  1,000  Copper  skins  ami  separating  them  from  the  99,000 
Alaska  skins,  or  that  any  other  person  with  ecjual  or  less  experience  in 
the  handling  of  skins  Avould  be  etiually  able  to  distinguish  them.  And 
in  the  same  way  deponent  thinks  from  his  own  ]»ersonal  experience  in 
handling  skins  that  he  would  have  noditticulty  whatever  in  sepsirating 
the  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch  from  the  skins  of  the  Alaska  catch  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  they  are  the  skins  almost  exclusively  of  feuuiles, 
and  also  that  the  fur  upon  the  bearing  female  seals  is  much  thinner 
than  u])on  the  skin  of  the  male  seals;  tlie  skin  of  the  animal  while 
pregnant  being  extended  and  the  fur  extended  over  a  large  area. 
iSeventii.  Deponent  says  that  the  number  of  pei.sons  who  are  employed 

in  the  handUng,  dressing,  <lyeiiig,  cutting,  andmanufac- 
'"■  turing  of  seal  skins  in  the  city  of  London  is  about 

2,000,  many  of  whom  are  skilled  laborers  earning  as 
high  as  £3  cu'  £4  a  week.  Deponent  estinuites  the  amount  paid  in  the 
city  of  London  for  wages  in  the  prei)ar;iti()n  of  lui\seal  skins  for  a 
manufacturer's  uses,  and  ex<!luding  the  wages  of  manufacturers'  em- 
ployes, prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  pelagi*-  sealing  in  1885,  at  about 
£100,000  per  annum;  and  dei)onent  farther  says  that  in  his  judgment 

if  this  i)elagic  sealing  be  not  jirohibited,  it  is  a  ques- 
threatenei"'^*'""  °^'  tiou  of  but  a  I'cw  ycais,  pi'obably  not  more  than  three, 

when  the  industry  will  cease,  by  reason  of  the  exter- 
mination of  the  seals  in  the  sanui  way  in  which  they  have  been  exter- 
minate<l  <ni  the  Hoiith  Sea  Islands  by  reason  of  no  restrictions  being 
imposed  upon  their  killing. 

AlI-RJCD   FUASEIl. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  diiy  of  Ajjril,  1S9L'. 

I'iDWiN    r.  Hk'i;, 
Noiary  rnhliv,  New  York  C'ounti/. 


Extent   of   fur 
dtistry  in  JAtndon 


ExiiuuT  A. 


Salted  Ahixka  I'ur-nciil  nold  in  Loudon. 
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than  three, 

the  exter- 
been  exter- 
tions  being 

FllASER. 

1892. 
vK'i;, 
Ic  Vuunti/. 




Skins. 

100,  noo 
100,000 

21),  994 
*4,  158 

i;!,47;i 

1,877,977 
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Exhibit  B. 

Salted  Copper  Island  fur-neal  sold  in  London. 


550 


Yc.ir. 

Skins. 

Year. 

Skins. 

Year. 

Skins. 

1872 

7,182 
21,014 
;tO,  349 
34, 479 
3:(,298 
25, 380 
19,000 
28,211 

1880 

38, 885 
45,  209 
39,111 
30.  500 
26,  075 
48,  929 
41,752 
54,  .584 

1888 

1873 

1S81 

1889 

47  410 

1874 

1882 

1890 

95  480 

1K75 

1883 

1891 

17  0"'5 

1870 

1884 

1892 

•,\()  fi78 

1877 

18H5 

Total 

1«78 

1880 

708, 090 

l!j79 

1887 

Exhibit  C. 

Salted  Xorthwcst  coast  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London,  prior  to  pclaijic  sealing  in  Bering 

Sea. 


Y-car. 

Skins. 

Year. 

Skins. 

Year. 

Skins. 

1872 

1,029 

1877 

18,82  . 
1883  . 
1884. 

1 1 , 727 

1873    

1878 

204 

12,  212 

8, 9:i9 

9, 997 

2  319 

1874 

4, 949 
1,040 
2, 042 

1879 

9,  242 

1875 

1880 

Total 

1876 

i  1881 

04,300 

Salted  Korthiiwst  coast  fur-seal  skins,  dressed  and  di/ed  in  London  {hut  not  sold  there) 
taken  prior  to  pelagic  sealing  in  licring  Sea. 


Year. 

Sliins. 

Year. 

Skin.s. 

Year. 

SkinH. 

1872 

699 

40 

122 

578 

1,002 

1877 

772 
2, 434 
2,  397 

4,  502 

5,  890 

1 

1882. 

188:!  . 
1884  . 

11, 1.59 

1873 

1878 

0,  385 

1874    

1879 

10.  llj 

1 875 

1880 

Total 

1870 

1881 

40,  215 

Dry  n-rlhwest  eoast  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London  prior  to  pelagic  sealing  in  Hering  Sra, 


Year. 

Skins. 

Yi'ar. 

Skins. 

Year. 

SkiiiH. 

1.808 

2,141 

1,071 

084 

12,495 

14,584 

891 

1874 

2,772 

1,351 

993 

1, 173 

912 

918 

'  1880 
1881 
1882 
1883  . 
1884 

1809    

1875 

080 

1 870 

1  1870  

321 

1871 

,  1877              

390 

1872 

1  1878 

785 

1873      

1879 

Total  

42, 707 

Of  the  skins  sold  in  1871  nnd  1872  a  very  large  proixntion  wen^  the 
aeeumulation  of  the  I'nssian  American  Company  and  sold  by  them 
after  the  luirchase  of  Alaska  by  the  Linited  States. 


KK('.\l'ITrr,.VTU)N. 


Snlteil  skins  sold  in  London 

Salt«d  skins  drusstMl  and  dyed  in  London. 
Dry  skins  sold  in  liuuduu 


Graiidtotiil 1M.348 


Year. 


1872-1884 
1872-1884 
1868-1884 


Skins. 


04,360 
40, 21,'i 
4a,  707 


hU 


|m! 


4i 


P   ; 


5G0 


TESTIMONY. 
ExiimiT  D. 


Dry  northweat  coasi  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London  after  commencement  of  pelagic  sealing  in 

Ikrinij  Sin. 


Yi'ar. 

Skins. 

Y'  .r. 

Skins. 

Yt'iir. 

Skills. 

1885 

1,520 

079 

2,  843 

1888          

1, 2,")2 
228 
t)U9 

1801 

1,083 

]88ti 

j  188!)                            .      ... 

Total 

1887 

\   18UU  

8,(i04 

Sailed  northwest  coant  fur-seal  xkins  drcsHcd  and  dried  in  London  (hut  not  sold  there)  taken 
after  the  eommeneement  of  petaijic  sealing  in,  Jleriny  sea. 


Year. 

Skins, 

Year. 

Skins. 

Year. 

Skins. 

1885 

10,(if,7 
15, 087 

1887            .              

3, 580 
1,030 

1889 

2,017 

1880 

1888 

Total 

39. 200 

Iiiadililiiin  to  abovo  it  is  oatimatud  tliiit  from  25,000  to  30,000  skiiLs  liavo  boenilrt'ssid  and  dyed  in  tlio 
United  !>tatca. 

E.  T.  It.,  Jr., 
A'vtary  I'ublie, 
Forward. 

Salted  northwest  coast  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London  after  co'"meHeemeut  of  pelagic 

sealing  in  Hering  Sea, 


Year. 

Skins. 

Year. 

Skins. 

■^    Year. 

Skins. 

188.'i 

2, 078 
17,  909 

I!!!,  007 
;!V,,  818 

1889. 
IS*  10 

39,  503 
38.315 
51,180 

1893* 

28,  2!)£ 

1P8<> 

Total 

1887 

1891  . 

23l,t;U8 

1888 

*Todato, 

Ki'X'.vri  ri'i..\Tio>r. 


Year. 

Skins. 

Drv  skins  sold  in  London 

188,-.-18ni 

ISS.'i-l.'^S!) 
IKS.'-.  ISSiT 
1885-1802 

8,  604 

39,  290 

30,  OUO 

2,"M,  068 

S«1Um1  skina,  dresNcd  and  dyed  in  I.nndnn,  liut  not  sold  tliere 

Saltnd  skins,  drt'sscd  and  clyi  (I  in  I' nil  id  Slali  s,  islim.ilid 

Saltt'd  skins  s(dd  in  London 

(j rand  total 

I'.:  11,  002 

Exhibit  E. 

Salted  Lobos  Island  fur-seal  sold  in  London. 


Year. 


1873. 
1874, 
1875  . 
1870. 
1877  . 
1878. 
1870  . 
1880. 


Skius, 


6, 956 
8,509 
8,179 

11,  353 
13,066 

12,  301 
12,  295 
14,805 


Year, 


1881  . 

1882  . 

1883  . 

1884  . 

1885  . 
1886. 
I8ST  . 
IS.'^S  . 


Skins. 


13,  569 

13,  200 
12,  801 
16, 253 
10,9,53 

i:i.ii(!7 

11.ih:s 
20,  747 


Year, 


1889, 

1890  . 

1891  . 
1802* 


Total. 


Skins. 


8,  755 
18,541 
1,5,834 

4,  .'00 


2.17,  777 


*  To  date. 
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lagic  aeaUng  ii» 


Skius. 


sold  ihirc)  taken 


Hid  ami  tlyed  in  the 

E.  T.  i:.,  Jr., 
tivlary  i'uoJic. 


ment  of  pelagio 


,r. 

SkiiiB. 

28,  29E 

254,008 

Year. 

Skins. 

]S8ri-i8ni 

188.-I-1SS9 

issr)  is8i» 

lo85-lS92 

8. 604 
;i9, 290 
:w.  000 

254,  068 

L'.:n,uu2 

Lunildu  Irailti  shIu.s. 


Deposition  of  Alfred  Franer,  member  of  the  Jinn,  of  C.  M.  Lainiison  di)  Co., 

furrierSj  London. 

general  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  New  York, 

Cifj/  and  County  of  N'eio  York,  as: 

Alfred  Fraser,  briiijif  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  a  ineinbor  of  tiio  firm 
(',  M.  Lampsoii  &  Co.,  of  London,  and  the  i>erson  dcserilM'd  in  and  wlio 
verilied  an  allidavit  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  18!>2,  relatinj;'  to  tiio,  fur  seal 
industry.  The  tables  hereto  annexed  marke<l  A,  15,  C,  1),  10,  and  F 
have  been  prepared  by  nw  from  the  printed  catalogues 
of  public  auction  sales  in  London  of  fur  seal  skins  and 
also  from  my  ])rivate  memoranda,  and  from  my  knowl-  Tabio«  Hhowin" 
edf>e  and  information  of  the  fur-.seal  industry  I  believe  immiiirni' suhw  h,m 
them  to  be  correct  in  every  i)articular.  Said  tables  is,;!,  Kl''"'' '''''" 
state  all  of  the  salted  fur-seal  skins  of  the  Alaska, 
Co]>per,  northwest  coast,  and  Lobos  catches,  which,  accordinj;  to  the 
said  catah)jfues  and  nu'.moranda,  were  sdUI  at  public  aucticm  in  London 
between  the  years  ISliS  and  l.SiH,  to<fetlu',r  with  tlu)  average  price  per 
skin  obtained  durinj;-  each  of  said  years  for  the  aforesaid  skins. 

Alfred  Fraskr. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  otU  day  of  July,  1S92. 

[SEAL.J  FhKDK.    Vj.    FiSIIKR, 

Xotanj  rublie,  Kings  Count ij. 
(Certilicate  tiled  in  New  York  County.) 

EXHIRIT  A. 

Sailed  Alaska  fiir-sval  Hold  in  London  from  1S71  to  ISOl. 


Yoiir. 


1870 
1871 
1H72 
lS7;i 
1S74 
1S7.-. 
1S70 
1>77 
1878 


Avornup' 

..  . 
SUins. 

lirii'i'iH'i' 

Hkin  . 

1 

1.   (/. 

9,965 

21    8 

100,896 

42    2 

»n,  28;t 

44  10 

101,248 

52     0 

90,150 

::2     6 

i)9.  (i;i4 

50     9 

90.  207 

114    4 

7'i,410 

:!9  11 

09,911 

09     2     ' 

Yisar. 


1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1.S84 
1885 
1880 
1887 


Avornjie 

Skins. 

Iirii'c  |K'r 

skin. 

«.    d. 

100,  030 

84    9 

100.  101 

HI     5 

99,921 

79    9 

100,  100 

53    7 

7,5.014 

82     9 

99.  887 

51     9 

99.719 

57     2 

09.910 

69    3 

99,  940 

56    0 

Year. 


1888 

1889 

1890 

1800 

1891 

Total . . 


Skiim. 


100, 000 
100.000 

20, <«t4 
4.  1,58 

13,473 


A  vcrngo 

jiricr  )«'i' 

Hkiii. 


«. 

78 

07 
140 

OH 
125 


1, 877,  977 


M 


Exhibit  B. 


Sailed  Copper  Island  fur-Heal  Hold  in  Londoi'  in  the  i/earH  1S70  to  1S0.2. 


Skins. 


8, 755 

18.  .')41 

1.5.834 

4.. '00 

247, 777 


Year. 


1870. 
1871. 
1872. 
1873. 
1S74. 
1 875 . 


1870. 

1ST7. 
1878. 


Skins. 


12, 030 
9, 522 
7,182 
21.614 
30, 319 
34, 479 
33,  298 
25,  380 
19, 000 


Avcraai'll 

l)n(e 

IHT, 

skin. 

«. 

d. 

18 

8 

21 

4 

33 

9 

36 

0 

40 

0 

41 

0 

24 

10 

26 

6 

38 

6 

Year. 


2710— VOL  II- 


1879 

1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
188(i 
1887 

w 


Avcrii^'e! 

Skins. 

prill'  i>cr| 

skin. 

s.    d. 

28,211 

57    6 

38,  885 

80    0 

45,  209 

60    0 

39.  HI 

45    6  1 

30,  500 

38    3  i 

20,  075 

59    0 

48,  920 

37     0 

41,7.52 

40    0 

54,  584 

40    0 

Year. 

Ski'is. 

1888 

46,  333 
47,410 
95. 486 
17.025 
30, 678 

1H89 

1890 

IH'll      

1892 

Total.. 

789, 048 

Avcriijio 

I)rlc('  iK-r 

skin. 


8.  d. 
38  3 
50  6 
72  1 
64  8 
68     0 
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Salted  Xovthwest  coast  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London  prior  lo  pelagic  scalinij  in  Bering 

Sea. 


Year. 

1 A  vMtrajrii 
Skiua.    pricM'  por 
1    akin. 

Year. 

.  Skiua. 

.Averniic 

price  |icr 

Hkiu. 

Year. 

Skins. 

Average 

price  per 

skin. 

1872 

1,029 

«.  d. 
n    a 

1877     .. 

1.   d. 

1 
1XS2     

11,717 
2,;il9 
9,  242 

».    d. 
20     :» 

1K7:)  

1 S7H     "(U 

42    0 
5;i    5 
57     0 

ai    7 

lHM:i..., 

1«84   

25     10 

1874 

4,949 
1,010 
2,  04'J 

34    7 
21    4 

1879 

12,212 

hi    (ftQ 

•27      '1 

187i 

]HH') 

Total  . . 

1870 

J8S1     !imi7 

04, 300    

EXTIllUT    D. 

Salted  Northwest  coast  fur-seal  skins  sold  in   London  after  commencement  of  jyelagio 

sealing  in  Bering  Jea. 


Tear. 

Skins. 

Avera:;e 

price 
per  skin. 

Year. 

Skina. 

A  vera no 
price    1 
per«kii) 

Year. 

Skins. 

Average 

price 
por akin. 

1885      

2,078 
17,909 
;il).  907 
aO,H18 

«.  d. 
2h    1 
28    8 
M  11 
;iO  10 

1 88!) 

39,  .^n:i 
;i8,;iiri 

54, 180 

.1.  (1. 
■M)    5 
lill  10 
02     0 

1892* 

Total  . . 

28,298 

*.  d. 

i1      7 

1880          .    .. 

1887 

ISUI      

254, 008    

1888 

*To  March  25. 
EXUIBIT   E 

V 

Salted  Lohos  Island  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London. 


Year. 


Skins. 


[Average 
il)rice  Iter 
skin. 


1R73 

6,  950 

1874 

8, 509 

1875 

8, 179 

187() 

Il,;i53 

1877 

13,000 

878 

12,  :i0l 

Is.'O 

12.205 

1880 

14, 805 

Year. 


!.    d 
C) 
(') 
(*) 
(*) 
14    I 
33     I 
42    I 
41 


1881. 
18K-J. 
1883. 
I8,'<4. 

issri. 
isso. 

18S7. 
1888. 


Skina. 


13,509 
13,200 
12.  801 
10,2.58 
10.  053 
13,007 
11.008 
20,  747 


Average 

price  per 

akin. 


».  d. 

31  1 

10  5 

19  0 
14  1 
10  0 
18  6 
17  3 

20  0 


Year. 


1889.. 
1890.. 
1891.. 

18921. 


Skins. 


8, 755 
18.541 
15, 834 

4,800 


Total..      247,777 


Average 

price  per 

akiL 


(.  d. 

25  0 
31  9 
33  11 
25    4 


'Uulinown. 


t  To  (late. 


ExiriBTT  P, 

Salted  Alaska  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  L.oiidon  in  the  i/rars  1S6S  lo  1S71  taken  prior  to  the 

leaning  of  the  I'ribilof  Islands 


I    -! ' 


Year. 

Skina. 

Average 

price  per 

skin. 

Year. 

Skina. 

Average 

price  per 

skin. 

1868 

28, 220 
121.820 
110,511 

».    (i. 

24  8 

25  0 
20    8 

1871 

20,111 

s.    d. 

20    7 

1809                                .    . . 

Total               

1870 

280, 002 
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wtthxj  in  Bering 


neposUion  of  Arthur  Ilirnrhd,  mcmhcr  of  the  firm  of  llirschel  tfc  M<  ycr, 

furrhru,  London. 


OENKUAL   SEALSKIN   INDUSTRY. 


ncemenl  of  pelagio 


[..      254, 008 


71  ialcen  prior  to  Ihc 


Capital   and    llriiis 
(miployoil. 


State  ov  New  Youk, 

(Utif  and  Coiinii/  of  Xvw  Yorlc,  an : 

Artluir  Ilirscliel,  beinj;-  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  39  years  of  age,  a 
Britisli  subject,  ami  a  resident  of  London,  England. 
I  am  and  for  the  past  twenty  years  have  been  a  mem-  ^P"  «"<-»• 
ber  of  the  tirni  of  Ilirsehel  &  Meyer,  whieh  transacts  a  general  fur 
business  at  l.ondon,  with  branch  establishments  at  Paris,  Leipzig, 
Moscow,  Shanghai,  and  elsewhere.  About  one-tenth  part  of  the  lirni's 
business  consists  in  dealing  in  fur-seal  skins,  of  which  about  ir»,0(l()  are 
annually  bought  by  it.  I  am  familiar  with  the  character  and  extent 
of  the  fur-seal  industry  in  London,  an<l  I  belic^ve  that  the  foHowing 
data  relating  to  it  are  correct. 

A  large  eajtital,  the  amount  of  which,  however,  it 
woidd  be  ditlicult  to  estimate,  is  invested  in  the  busi- 
ness of  selling  raw  fur-seal  skins.     Two  fiimsowu  large 
warehouses,  and  one  of  them  expensive  cold-storage  vaults,  portions 
of  which  are  used  exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  storing  fur-seal  skins. 

About  seven  firms  are  engaged  in  the  dressing  and  dyeing  of  seal 
skins,  of  whi<'h  a  very  nnicli  larger  amount  is  done  in  London  than  iu 
any  other  city  iu  the  w(U'ld.  In  this  branch  of  the  fur-seal  industry 
there  are  invested  about  £80,000  in  permanent  plant,  which  wouhl 
become  entirely  useless  if  the  seal-skin  industry  Avere  to  come  to  au 
end. 

Abmit  12,000  dressed  and  dyed  Alaska  fur-seal  skins,  which  may  bo 
valued  at  £5  a  skin,  are  annually  nianufaitured  into 
garments  in  London,  and  a  very  much  larger  propor-   yamiuts  i'run.iul!!' 
tion  of  Copi)er  and  Northwest  coast   skins  are  so 
consumed. 

The  seal-skin  industry  furnishes  occupation  to  workingmen  in  Lon- 
don as  follows:  To  about  GOO  dressers  aiiddvers;  to     ,„  ,  ,      , 
about  1,400  cutters,  i\aners,  sewers,  and  other  laborers 
engaged  iu  manufacturing  seal-skin  articles.    Many  of  those  employed 
as  above  are  skilled  laborers,  who,  in  any  other  employment,  would  bo 
but  ordinary  laborers.     Some  of  them  have  been  engaged  in  this  in- 
dustry from  childhood.    In  the  foregoing  no  account 
is  taken  of  the  niimerous  clerks,  salesmen,  and  porters,   furi.lo.'^*^'*'  ""'^  °'^^' 
of  whom  large  numl)ers  owe  their  means  of  support  to 
the  trade  in  fur-seal  skins. 

1  believe  that  in  round  nund)ers  the  cajiital  invested  in  this  industry 
in  L(uulou  amounts  to  £1,000,000,  and  that  when  a 
full  Alaska  catch  came  to  market  the  weekly  amount  wugcsliaVtu'uLuilaon! 
ex])ended  in  wages  in  connection  with  all  the  catches 
was  about  £2,500  or  £3,000  a  week. 

The  business  of  dealing  in  fur-seal  skins  has  of  late  entered  into  a 
speculative  stage,  which  is  doing  it  much  injury.  The  p^^^„,^  uiicr.t,un 
trade  can  no  longer  know  Avith  certainty  when  aiul  conditicm  »(•  tuo  nlar. 
in  Avhat  quantities  seal  skins  will  be  placed  uimn  the  ''^■'' 
market.  To  remedy  this  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  here-  Prohibition  nnce». 
utter  skius  should  be  taken  only  from  animals  of  the  *"'^^' 


i! 


Ill 


'  i 


f 
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TESTIMONY. 


iiiiilo  st'X  an<l  ii|)(Mi  liiiul,  uiuler  (juvermiient  r«'<;'uliitions  sudi  as  liiivu 
lieretorore  existed. 

Aktiiub  IIirsc'iil:l. 

Sworn  to  betine  me  this  L'lst  day  of.lnne,  1S1L'. 

[SEAL.J  (iKoUGK    K  l.SSlN(iKI{,  .lu., 

Motary  l'ublic{No.  !)!)),  City  and  County  of  ^cw  York. 


m 

■ 

ri 

5. 

^1'- 

flj 

,  X 

■ '.' 

•:i 

niaiin 
vert. 


I'lirMkin    ex- 


DvpoifitUm  of  Bir  (icnrf/v  (htrtis  Fjampson,  baronet,  head  of  the  firm  of 
C.  M.  IjOhipson  lO  Co.,furrlerK,  London. 

UKNKUAL  SEALSKIN   INDl'STllY. 

Sir  (^leorj-c  (Curtis  Lainpson,  baronet,  beiny  duly  sworn,  doth  depose 
and  say: 

(1)  That  lie  is  58yearsof  ajjfo  aiid  a  subject  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty. 
That  h(^  is  the  son  and  sueeessor  of  the  late  Sir  Curtis  Lanipson,  baronet, 
wlio  founded  the  liouseofC.M.Lainpson  about  tile  year  IS.'iO.  Tliatdepo- 
nent  is  at  tiie  present  tiine  the  head  of  the  firm  of  C.  M.  Lampson  & 
Co.,  doinj;  business  at(>4  Queen  street,  in  the  city  of  London.  That  tlie 
business  of  said  firm  is  that  of  commission  merchants,  engaged  in  sell- 
ing and  in  buyinj;-  on  (Mtmmission  I'nr  skins  of  various  kinds.    That  his 

.  Siiid  firm  now  InuuHe  and  for  nniny  years  hjstpast  liave 

xiHTienoo.  handled  a  .greater  number  of  skins  of  fur-seals  than  all 

theotherfirms  in  the  world  put  tn};ether,and  thathe  has  a  general  knowl- 
edge of  the  character  of  the  business  of  buying  and  selling  fur-seal 
skins.  That  his  partner,  Mr.  Emil  -^reichmann,  has  a 
Mr.  Kniii  Tiicii.  morc  detailed  aud  technical  knowledge  of  the  business 
than  <leponent,  aiul  can  depose  in  resi)ect  to  the  tech- 
nical aspects  of  the  business  in  more  detail  and  with 
greater  accuracy  than  dei)onent  would  wish  to  do. 

(2)  Tluit  the  way  in  which  the  busin«\ss  of  the  lirm  of  C.  M.  Lamp- 
son  &  Co.  is  conducted  at  the  present  time  in  respect  to  fur  seal  skins 
is  briefly  as  follows: 

The  Arm  receives  consignments  of  fur-seal  skins  from  the   North 

From  whom  tho  American  Commercial  Comi>any  M'iiich  as  deponent  is 

fliiii  rcciiv.s .•onsisii-  informed  has  a  lease  from  the  United  States  Govern- 

„a.ui«  01  sk.ns.  jj^^j^^  ^^^  ^,^^  j.j^.j^^  ^^^  j.j,j  f „,..j.p.,|^  0,1  ^j,,,  p,.ii,iiof  islands 

in  the  Bering  Sea,  from  the  Kussian  Seal  Skin  Company  which,  as  de- 
IKHient  is  infornu^d  have  a  lease  from  the  Russian  Government  of  a 
right  to  kill  fur-seals  on  the  Konunondorski  and  lloben  Islands  and 
Inrge  consignments  of  fur-seal  skins  are  also  made  to  deponent's  firm 
by  the  firm  of  Hermann  Liebes  &  Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  U.  S.  A. 
These  three  mentioned  tlrms  or  companies  are  the  jnincipal  consignees 
^     ,     ,    ,      ,       of  seal  skins  to  the  deponent's  tirm.     The  consignments 

Loiiilon  tnich'  sales.         ,  .        ^  ,     '.  ,     ,  iiiVii- 

when  leceivcil  are  duly  catalogued  and  sales  at  public 
auction  of  these  skins  and  of  those  of  any  other  consignments  which 
there  may  be  are  held  in  the  months  of  January,  INIarch,  and  October. 
That  at  such  sales  there  are  present  in  person  or  by  representative 
all  the  leading  dealers  doing  business  in  the  city  of  Lttndon  and  all  the 

other  markets  in  the  world.  The  total  number  of  buy- 
njers.  ^^_^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  avciagc  uiore  than  fifty,  and  a  list  of  all 
the  buyers  is  hereto  annexed  aiul  marked  A.  The  major  part  of  the 
skins  purchased  are,  however,  purchased  by  a  comparatively  snudl 
number  of  firms.  J)eponent's  own  firm  as  the  agents  of  dealers  in  the 
Uuited  States  and  Canada  are  also  among  the  principal  buyers. 
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That  down  to  within  one  or  two  years  nyo  the  skins  so  ptirchased  by 
tlie  prin«-ipal  buyers,  or  at  least  a  {;i"*'"t  nui.jority  of 
tlieui,  were  alter  sut^li  inirehase  eousiniied  to  tin' tirni  ,  f'-  ^\'  Mmtin  & 
ot  (;.  W.  Martni  iV  bons,  by  whom  they  were  dressed,  .ivnioiNkiiwinnim- 
and  the  most  of  the  skins  also  dyed  by  them,  and  liav  {;;;''■;,,"'  i'r''"ii'a> 
inj;  been  so  dressed  and  dyed,  they  are  then  sent  to  "'^""'• 
tin'  dealers  and  manida<'-turers  of  fur  elothin}?  in  various  parts  of  the 
world. 

('i)  That  the  history  of  the  fur-seal  skin  business,  and  the  sources  of 
its  supjdy,  have  been  fully  and  correctly  described  by  <lep(»nent's  i)art- 
iicr,  Mr.  lOmil  Tei<'hmaiin,  and  deponent  was  jircsi'iit  at  the  time  when 
tlu'  depusiti(ui  of  Mr.  Teichmaun  was  dictated  to  the 
shoitiiand  writer.  The  i)riiu'ii)al  present  sources  of  the  „„''!';'"'".•  'J"."'''''"  "f 
sujjply  ot  the  seal  skin  uuirket  are  Mhat  are  known  as 
tlie  Alaska  ••atcii,  tlu^  Copper  Islands  catch,  aiid  what  is  known  as  the 
is'ortliwest  catch.  As  stated  by  ]Mr.  Teichmaun,  the  skins  of  these 
several  (batches  are  readily  distinj^uished  from  each  other,  and  sepaiato 
sets  of  forms  or  ])atterns  are  used  by  deponent's  tiiiu  in  soi  tiny'  and  siz- 
inj;-  the  skins  of  the  three  catches.  These  differences  are  emphasized 
by  the  fact  that  the  skins  of  the  tlire*'  catches  are  of  ditl'ereut  values 
and  |)roduce  in  the  market  difVerent  pri<'es. 

The  skins  of  the  Alaska  and  (.)op])er  Islaml  cat<'h  are  almost  exclus- 
ively skins  of  male  seals  and  the  skins  of  the  North- 
west capture  are  in  like  manner  larj^ely  the  skins  of 
female  seals.  What  is  now  called  the  Northwest  catch 
was  tor  uiany  years  known  as  the  Victoria  catch,  and 
])rior  to  1884:  the  skins  of  this  catch  came  to  the  Lon- 
<lon  market  consi}>ned  largely  by  the  lirm  of  lleiniann  Liebes  <S:  Co.  to 
the  (leponent's  lirm  and  averaged  for  many  years  about  1(>,(MI()  or 
]L',<MK)  skins  per  year.  In  1SS4  tlu^  skins  of  this  catch 
began  to  increase  largely  in  number,  and  the  numbers 
w  liicli  since  that  year  have  arrived  in  tlu^  JiCtndon 
market  are  stated  with  substantial  accuracy  upim  the  lists  annexed 
to  the  allidavits  of  my  i)artners  Messrs.  Fraser  «SJ  Teichmaun. 

(1)  Deponent  says  that  what  may  be  described  as  the  fur-skin  busi- 
lu'ss  has  been  built  U]),  that  is  the  product,  the  fur-seal 
skins,  have  been  made  an  article  of  fashion  and  <'om-,  I'mskin  i.usiiiess; 
nierce,  and  the  sales  ot  such  skins  largely  mcieased, andi.iiiit  np. 
tlu'  met  hods  of  dressing  and  dyeing  the  same  hav<'  b«'en 
IM'rfected  ahnost  entirely  through  the  influence  and  joint  endeavors  of 
the  ^Vlaska  C(unnu>rcial  Comi)any,  the  North  American  (.■ommercial 
Comitany,  the  Kussian  Seal  Skin  Company,  de])onent's  own  tirm,  and 
the  tirm  of  C.  W.  Martin  &  Sons,  and  their  i)redecessors  in  the  city  of 
liondon. 

That  the  business  at  the  present  time  has  attained  the  nmk  of  an  im- 
l)()rtant  industry,  in  which  there  is  end)arked  in  the 
city  of  London  a  large  amount  of  capital  and  u])on  i,,, 
which  there  is  dependent  a  large  '...iiaberof  workmen 
and  em]>loyes.  The  amount  of  capital  from  time  to  (:;,,,it„i  i„vosto<i 
tinu^  invested  in  the  business  is  correctly  stated,  de-  n'i<i  ""?.'<••*  i"'"'i  i" 
])onent  believes,  by  Mr.  Teichmaun,  at  as  much  as 
i-l,()()0,00(),  and  until  within  a  year  or  two  the  numbers  of  ])ersons  de- 
])ending  upon  the  industry  lor  their  support  has  likewise  been  c<nTectly 
stated  by  Mr.  Tcic^limann,  a])proximately  at  2,000  persons,  receiving  on 
an  average  a  weekly  wage  of  JiO  shillings,  and  uu>stof  them  having  fam- 
ilies dependent  upon  their  labors  for  their  support. 
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During  tlic  last  twoyonrs  tlio  diminution  and  iiTojxnliuity  of  Mio  sup- 
,.,  ...        ,  ,     ply  of  fur  and  Mcal  skins  lias  ( iniscd  sunit'.  dcnt'ast^  in 

DiiMliiiitiiin  mill  Ir-    I,  '  ,       ,.  i    ■       n         •      i       ,  i      , 

rcuoioi'ii.v  In  Hii|>i>i.v  Mu>  amount  ol  persons  cn^a^rd  in  tli<^  industry,  liut 
1'.'  "bl''l''"''""  '"""  <l«'l>oJH'nt  is  iM)t  able  to  state  cxaetly  to  what  extent 
sueii  decrease  lias  taken  i)la«'e. 

A  coiisiderablt^  number  of  the  jiersons  <!in]tloyed  in  this  business,  as 
deponent  is  infornu'd,  are  not  skilled  in  any  other  kind  of  business,  and 
should  the  fur-seal  industry  ecMse,  <leponent  believes  that  thes<>  ]>ersons 
woiihl  be  obliji'ed  to  master  some  otln'r  trade  or  means  of  livelihood. 

That  one  of  the  most  im])ortaiit,  and  deponent  feels  Justitied  in  say- 
NiHCHHity  foraioK.  i"Ji'»  ^ital  elements  in  the  maiiiteiiain'e  ami  jueservation 
iiiar  iiiki  '(•..iibi nil t  of  tlu!  busiiu'ss  or  iiidustry  is  that  the  supply  of  fiir- 
Hupi-iyornkinB.  seal  skiiis  sliouUl  be  regular  and  eonstant  so  "that  in- 

tending buyers  may  be  able  to  know  beforehand  approximately  what 
the  prices  of  their  stock  in  trade  arc  going  to  be,  and  that  the  ])eoi)lo 
engaged  in  the  business  may  have  betbrehand  a  reasonably  delinite 
notion  of  what  they  shall  be  able  to  count  njion. 

(5)  JJeponcnt  has  no  doubt  but  that  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  main- 
tain the  industry  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  pre- 
hFrluZ\'"m"/.  "*"'  ^*'''V<^  the  existeiu'e  ot  the  seal  herd  in  the  North  I'aeitic 
Ocean  and  liering  Sea  from  the  fate  which  has  over- 
taken the  herds  in  the  South  Seas.  Of  the  steps,  if  any,  which  are 
necessary,  in  (a-der  to  accomplish  this  result,  deponent  <h»es  not  feel 
that  he  is  in  a  position  to  state  as  he  has  no  ]iiersoiiaI  knowledge  of  the 
regulations  which  at  the  present  time  exist,  but  it  is  obvious  to  depo- 
nent's mind  that  regulations  of  some  kind  imposed  by  somebody  who 
has  authority  and  power  to  enforce  them  are  necivssaiy  to  ])revent  the 
rookeries  in  the  North  raciftc  Ocean  from  sutVeriiiV  the  fate  of  the 
rookeries  in  the  Scmthern  Atlantic  and  I'acilic  seas,  wheni  deponent  is 
informed  no  restrictions  were  at  any  time  even  attempted  to  be  im- 
posed. 

George  C.  Lampson. 

Sworn  at  C4  Queen  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  England,  this  2ud 
day  of  April,  18!)li,  before  me, 

Francis  W.  Frig  out. 
Vice  and  Deputy  Consul-General  of  the 
United  iStates  of  Ameriea  at  London^  Emjland, 


nVYERS  OF  ri'l?-SE.-1L  SKINS. 


I.ONIX    v. 


Allliniison  i^-  Co. 

Ajlicl    IJloflllTS. 

Jit'viiiiitoti  iV  Morris. 
]{lutsi)icl,  Stainp  iV  Ifpncook. 

BolTllH,  K.,   &  iScllH. 

Croauier,  .J.  H.,  «fe  Co. 
Dixon  &  Co.,  II. 
Elisor,  W»)l)i'r  &  Co. 
Eysoldt  &■  Co. 
Friodebery,  H. 
Edseusteiii  Bros. 
Ilaud,  J. 

Hirecliell  &,  Meyer. 
Hottinnn  &  Thaw. 
Howell,  J.,  &  Co. 
Inoe,  T.  H. 


Intprnatioiinl  I'lir  Store. 
Maisliall,  \V.,  \  Co. 
JiMitiii.  ('.  \V,,  A  Sons. 
Mcv.T.s,  J.  A:  II. 
Kicliolav,  .1.  A.,  &.  Son. 
riiillipH,  Politzcr  &,  Co. 
I'olaiul,  P.  R,,  it  Son. 
I'olaiiil,  Geo.,  &,  Son. 
]{iiss,  C, 

Siiiitii,  (ieo.,  Si.  Sons, 
t^iifiden,  C.  A.,  &  Co. 
Slater  &  Co. 
l!lliiiann,  .Job. 
Vysc  Sons  &  Co. 
Wotlierspoon,  D.  &  J, 
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England. 


rAni«. 


ilaiiitlcr,  N.,  iV  KilH. 
Hertz,  K.,  Hl  Cu. 


nioiiilinrj;,  M.,  iV  Co. 
Doiiiloldt,  v.. 


lt'i'\  illuli,  .s. 


LKIP/IG. 


Koni^;f\v(illicr,  II.  M. 


Tliis  is  tlu)  paper  writiiiji  marked  A  reCfrrt'd   to  in  tlio   aflldavit  of  OcorRo  CiirtiM 
I.aiiiiiHoii,  NWorii  lit't'on^  iiie  tiiiH  'I'Mi  day  of  April,  XKV^, 

Fhaxcis  W  .  riMiioir, 
Vicii  and  Deputy  Conaul-deneral,  U.  A'.  .-/.,  Loiu'.un,  Kmjlaud. 


Ih'posifiini  of  Wdltcr  Eihrard  ^f(n•tin,  luad  of  llir  firm  of  (J. 

tin  rf:  iSons,furri<:r,s,  London. 

GENERAL   SEALSKIN   INnUSTRY. 


W.  Mar 


A  Walter  Tldwnvd  Ma;  tin,  iH'inj;  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  ns  follows: 

FiivSt.  Tiiat  he  is  40  years  of  ajic,  a  subjeet  of  Her  l>ri(anuie  Majesty, 
andlivesiii  the  city  of  St.  Albaiis.and  carries  on  business  at4  Lambeth 
1 1  ill,  in  the  city  o^'  London ;  that  he  is  the  head  of  tlu'  tirni  of  ( '.  W.  Mar- 
tiii  &  Sons,  who  are  the  successors  of  the  tirni  of  Alartin  «Jc  Teiclnnann, 
whi(!h  firm  was  <'oniposed  of  deponent's  fating',  C.  W.  Martin,  and  Kinil 
'I'eichniann,  who  is  now  a  member  of  thelirni  ofCJ.  M.  LampsoiuS:  (!o.,  of 
the  «dty  of  London;  that  the  said  linn  ol'd.  W.Martin  4*t  Sonsisenjiajied 
in  the  business  of  dressiiioand  dyeingfnrs  of  all  kinds;  that  tiiey  have 
until  the  last  year  and  have  for  many  years  last  past  dressed  and  dyed 
a  larf>'er  number  of  skins  of  the  fur-seal  than  all  Ihe  other  lirms  in  liie 
world  together;  that  d(>i)oiient  has  made  noexaminaiion  of  thebooksof 
his  linn  for  the  i)nrpose()f  seeing  precisely  the  number  of  skins  annually 
dressed  and  dyed  by  his  sai<l  linn  and  its  ]>redecess()r,  but  it  is  the  fact 
that  his  said  linn  in  one  year  dressed  la(»,(t()()  fur-seal  skins,  and  of  that 
number  dyed  i;iO,(K)0,  and  it  is  also  the  fact  that  until  within  the  last 
two  years  his  lirni  dressed  ui)wards  of  11((,()0(>  or  120,000  skins  in  each 
year,  and  dyed  upwards  of  ]00,000  skins  so  dressed. 

That  deponent  has  been  in  the  business  of  dressing  and  dyeing  fur-seal 
skins  about  twenty-two  years:  that  he  has  personally 
handled  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  such  skins,  and  ^'^i'"''!™''*'- 
tiiat  he  has  a  detailed  and  sjjecilic  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the 
various  sorts  of  seal  skins  and  of  the  markets  therefor,  and  that  he  has 
also  a  general  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  sealskin  business  during 
the  whole  of  that  period. 

Second.  That  the  tirst  seal  skins  of  which  deponent  has  any  knowl- 
edge arriving  in  the  London  niai'ket  were  consigned 
by  a  llussiaii  coiirpany  to  the  firm  of  J.  M.  ()i)penheim  i„J\';«\"r'"«  "''  "'" 
<S:  Co.,  tlu^  business  of  which  firm,  so  far  in  as  it  related     "  '"  '^' 
to  the  dressing  and  dyeing  of  fur-seal  skins,  was  subsequently  taken 
over  by  the  firm  of  Martin  &  Teiclnnann.     That  the  fur-seal  skin  busi- 
ness was  greatly  developed  about  the  year  1870  through 
the  eflbrtsof  0.  M.  Lami)son  &  Co.;  that  about  that  .i.^Jry"'"'"""'*  "'' '" 
time  the  firm  of  .1.  M.  Oiijieidieim  &  Co.  found  great 
dilliculties    iu    getting    the  skins   properly   unhaired,   dressed,  and 
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dyed,  wliicli  difTicultios  culiniiiated  in  a  stiiko  of  tlioir  oporativos 
iiluiiit  tlic  year  JlSTJi,  tlie  lesiilt  of  wliicli  was  that  llic  lirm  of  i\Iaitin 
&  Tcicliinaim.took  over  tliat  ])orti(m  of  liu'  business  of  ^Mcssis.  Op 
])('nlitMni  &  Co,  connected  with  the  diessinj;'  and  dyeing  of  fur-seal 
skins  as  aioresaid  and  begau  a  system  of  echu-atiou  of  Xhvir  own  op«'r- 
atives,  and  tiiat  from  tliat  time  until  within  a  year  ago  the  business  of 
dressing  and  dyeing  skins  has  been  juacti;  <lly  controlled  by  the  firms 
of  Martin  &  Teiehmann  &  Co.  and  C  \V.  iMartin  &  Sons,  and  has  be- 
eonu>  an  established  and  im])ortant  industry,  in  which  a  large  amount 
of  (capital  is  invested  and  a  large  number  of  persons  employed. 
The  lirm  of  (J.  W.  Martin  &  Sons  has  employed  until  tlie  last  two 
ivisoiis  .ini.ioyca  ,Vt*iM"s  500  ])ersons,  and  emjjloy  at  the  present  numient 
1111(1  wiiKfs  iiuid' 1.}  about  4(!0  persons,  nu)st  of  whom  are  skilled  laborers, 
'"*'"'"'■  receiving  on  an  average  at  least  ."JO  shillings  a  week, 

and  most  of  whom   have  families  d«'i)end<Mit  ujton  them  for  their  sup- 
port.    Deponent  estimates  that  the  total   number  of 
iJi'.omion  •""•'^"^'''^   persons  employed  dire<',tly  or  indirectly  in  the  business 
of  dressing,  dyeing,  handling,  and  cutting  fur-seal  skins 
up  to  within  the  last  two  years  in  the  city  of  Jiondon  was  about  2,000. 
Third.  That  the  business  is  carried  on  in  the  city  of  London,  briefly, 
as  follows:  Messrs.  C  jM.  Jjampson  &  Co.,  and  during  the  last  two 
years  one  or  two  other  firms,  advertised  the  annual 
sales  (»f  fur-seal  skins,  of  which  very  much  the  largest 
number  are  advertised  and  soM  by  C.  M.  Lampson   ^\:  Co.    That 
at   such   sales   merchants  and  furriers  from   all  over  the  W(»rld   are 
l>resent  or  rei»resented,  and  make  their  purchases  of  fur  seal  skins 
for  the  ensuing  season.     Alter  the  sales  the  skins  i»ui'chasedare  deliv- 
ered by  the  purchasers  to  my  firm  and  others  for  diyssing  and  dyeing. 
JMost  of  the  seal  skins  dressed  bv  my  firm  ai'c  likewise 
oilS"" '''''' '^^'*'"'*''  iiiti'"sf(^d  to  us  to  be  dyed,  but  some  of  the  merchants, 
notably  l\e\illon  Frercs,  of  Paris,  have  the  skins  which 
have,  been  dressed  for  them  by  us  dyed  in  J'rauce,  and  this  is  true  of 
one  or  tw(»  other  linns,  all  hough  IJevillon  Fieres  are  the  princii)al  firm 
who  so  do.     This  makes  the  number  of  furs  dressed  by  us  larger  than 
the  number  dyed. 

{•'(turth.  IK'ponent  knows  of  his  (»wn  knowledge  and  from  conversa- 
tions with  The  merchants  and  dealers  alxive  mentioned 
siim'tMippiv'.''  "  '  ""    ^'"'t  ^^  i'"^  "  "liitler  of  vital  im]>ortanct^  t(»  the  continu- 
ance of  the  of  fur  seal  industry  and  the  industries  re- 
sulting therefrom  and  dependent  thereon  that  the  supply  of  fur  seal 
sUins  MJiouhl  he  constant ;  that  is,  that  the  ninnber  of  skins  <'oming  upon 
the  market  in  each  year  should  be  known  the  year  beforehand  with 
ai»i>roximale  certainty,  and  that  it  should  not  vary  greatly  from  year 
to  year.     That  this  is  necessary  in  order  that   prices  may  be  fixed  and 
that  those  peis«»ns  or  fiiins  who  physically  deal  witii  the  skins,  such  as 
deponent's  lirm,  should  know  what  i»r(»vision  they  must  make  for  the 
sii )  iiv  iT.'iiiir  to   '"'^'"«'!^''<  of  the  ensuing  season.     That  down  to  within 
wiiiiiii  the  i>ii.st  iiiiic   a  few  yeais  last   past,   .i.reeor  five  years,  the  sup)»ly 
'"'""■'^'"''■''-  has  been  regular,  but  tliat  during  the  last  thiee  or  live 

years,  and  notably  during  the  last  tw(»  years,  the  sup}»ly  has  fluctuated 
\ei'y  largely  an<l  continually  diminished  and  in  conse<pieiH'e  thereof 
busin«'ss  has  greatly  sulfered. 
Fifth.  That  the  skins  which  have  come  to  the  Lombtu  marret  within 
souicisorHiippi.v.    the   last    lew   years   have   been  principally  what  are 
Ah.siui.  c.ipp'i' i«    known  as  the  Alaska  catch,  the  Copjier  Island  catch 
c'a.'w"'  ^'""'"'•■"  ami  the  ^'orthwest  catch.     Small   supplies  arc  al^o 
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traiasia,  l»ut  tin' sknis  got  troin  last  three  ntentu>ncd    uoiuand  Aii^inihisii 
localities  |»lay  an  inconsiderable  part  in  the  busiu<'ss.  "■^'■"^ 
That  the  gn'at  inajoiity  of  the  skins  conung  into  the  markt  t  are  known 
as  the  Alaska,  the  ( 'oppci-  Island,  and  the  Northwest  skins.     Tlu^  skins 


bel( 


helongiug  to  these  si'\eral  catches  are  catalogued  separately,  sold  sej)- 
arately,  and  are  of  dilferent  values  and  necessarily,  therefore,  bring  dif- 
i'erent  prices  in  the  market. 

Sixth.  That  the  diflerences  between  these  several  classes  of  skins 
are  so  marked  as  to  enable  any  person  skilled  in  the 
business  to  readily  distinguish  one  from  the  other.    An   tiuVrnvri'ia n^^^^^^^ 
essential  i>oint  of  <lil1eren<'e  between  the  skins  of  the 
Northwest  catch  and  the  skins  of  the  Alaska  and  Ck)])per  Island  catches 
i'onsists  in  the  fact  that  most  of  the  Nortiiwest  skins      ..   .,      ... 

,  ,   .  1.   .1        I.  1  1         1  -1      .1        /,  1         Nortliwcst    skins 

are  the  skins  or  the  teiuale  seal,  while  the  Copper  and  mcsiiv  tiios.^  oi  i... 
Alaska  skins  are  of  the  male  seal.  J  )ej!onent  has  made  |.'^';,'',' "  ** '>  '■'  ""*" '"''' 
no  computation  or  examination  which  would  enable  him 
to  say  specilically  what  i)r(»portion  of  the  Northwest  catch  are  the  skins 
of  the  female  seal,  but  it  is  the  fa«-t  that  the  great  majority,  deponent 
Avonld  say  75  to  SO  ]»er  cent,  of  the  skins  of  this  catch  are  the  skins  of 
the  female  animal.  The  skins  of  the  male  seal  and  of  the  female  seal 
may  be  as  readily  distinguished  as  the  skins  of  the  dilferent  sexe^of 
any  other  aninial".  The  skins  of  the  female  seal,  for  „^^^^  j.,^^,^,^,  ^^.^^^ 
instance,  show  the  marks  of  the  breast  and  the  fur  ai.  .lisiin-u'isiit.i. 
ujton  the  belly  is  thinner,  and  tin'  whole  of  the  fur  is 
also  liner,  lower  in  pile;  tliat  is,  the  fibers  coni])osing  the  fur  are  shorter 
than  in  the  case  of  the  male  seal.  Another  means  of  distinguishing  the 
female  skins  from  the  skins  ol  the  male  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  skins  of 
the  female  are  narrower  at  the  head  and  tail  and  are  proportionately 
wider  in  the  belly  than  the  skins  of  the  male  seal. 

Another  means  of  distingui.shing  the  seals  of  the  Northwest  catch 
from  the  skinsoftheCoiiper  Island  and  Alaska  catches 
<'onsists  in  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  skins  of  this 
<'atcli  have  holes  in  them,  which  depctnent  understands 
is  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  seals  from  which  they  are 
taken  have  been  shot  or  speare<l  in  the  open  sea,  and 
not,  as  is  the  case  with  the  seals  irom  which  the  skins  of  ( 'oi»per  Island 
and  Alaska  catches  are  taken  and  killed,  with  clubs  upon  land.  The 
difference  bi-twcen  he  Copjier  Island  catch  and  the  i)iii,.,,.ii.r  i.iiwnn 
Alaska  catch  are  m  rUed  and  enable  any  one  experi-  ('opi»r  isimid  ami 
<'nced  in  handling  skins  to  distinguish  tbo  one  from  ^^'"'''^•"''^"'•*- 
the  other.  The  (upper  Ish'.nd  skins  show  that  tin'  animal  is  narrower 
in  the  neck  and  at  tii"  tail  than  the  Alaska  seal  and  the  fur  is  shorter, 
]»articularly  uiuli  r  the  lljppcrs,  and  the  hair  has  a  yellower  tinge  than 
luive  the  hairs  of  the  Alaska  seals,  so  that  before  the  skins  are  (h'cssed 
Ate  two  nuiy  be  readily  distinguished  from  each  other,  and  while  dejio- 
nent  has  made  nosucli  att«'iiipt  'u'  believes  that  it  would  be  reasonal)l«^ 
t't  say  that  if  1,000  Copper  Island  skins  were  mingled  among  !M»,00(> 
.laskaskins  itwould  be  itossildc  for  anyone  skilh^l  in  the  business  t(> 
extract  orwJ  out  of  tlu'  1,(M(0  Copper  Island  skins  and  to  separate  them 
from  the  !)9,or)0  of  the  Alaska  catcli,  and  rirr  rn'sn.  IJoth  tln^  C(»pper 
Island  skins  and  the  .\laska  skins  are  the  skins  of  male  seals  almost 
exclusively,  although  occasionally  female  skins  are  found  among  tliu 
Copper  Island  catch  and  h'ss  often  amoiiy  the  Alaska  catch. 
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Biiry. 


Scvoiitli.  I)('])(>n<Mit  snys  tluit  the  proscrvation  of  tlip,  son!  herds 
louiul  in  tlie  iiorthi'in  I'iicilic  rofiioii  is  necessary  to 
i'i(Pif(tioii  iHMfs  iij^  coiitiiinancc  of  the  i'lir-seal  business,  as  those  herds 
are  the  ])rin('i])al  sources  of  supply  of  seal  skins  left  iu 
the  world;  aud  from  his  .i>eneral  icnowledjie  of  tlie  customs  of  that  busi- 
ness deponent  feels  Justified  in  exjjressiny  the  oi)iiiion  that  strin}>ent 
rejfulations  of  some  kind  are  ne<'essary  in  ovdw  to  inevent  those  herds 
from  disa]»])earin}i-  like  the  herds  which  fornu'rly  existed  in  large  num- 
bers oflthe  8outh  raeiHc  seas.  Specilically  what  regulations  are  ne(!es- 
sary  deponent  does  not  feel  himself  in  a  i)()sitioii  to  state. 

VVALTKU  MAltTIN. 

Sworn  at  No.  4  Land)eth  Hill,  in  the  city  of  London,  England,  this 
2;{d  day  of  April,  l.Sit2,  before  me. 

Francis  W.  Fiii«out, 
Vice  and  Jh'pvtif  Coustd  iScnrrnl  of  the 
United  tStales  of  America  at  London^  Enyland. 


J^cpoailion  nfJTn\r}i  rohiiid,  head  of  tlir  firm  of  P.  /?.   Pohvid  cO  S^n, 

/'iirricrN,   Ijoiidon. 


GENIMJAI.  SEALSKIN  TNDITSTllY.      rELAGIO  SEALING. 

]\rr.  IFenry  Poland,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  de])Ose  aiul  say:  That  he 
is  40  years  ofageand  a  subject  oilier  ibitunniemajesty ;  thathe  istheliead 
oftlietirin  of  I'.  VI.  I'olaiid  »X:  Son  doing buisness at  llOQueen  \'i('toriii 
street,  in  the  city  of  London,  and  has  l>een  engaged  in  that  business 
twenty-one  years;  that  the  said  firm  of  P.  L'.  Poland  «S:  Son  are  doing 
business  as  fur  and  skin  merchants,  and  have  been  engaged  in  tliat 
business  for  <»ver  one  hundred  years,  having  been  founded  by  dejn)- 
lu'ut's  great  grandfather  in  the  year  17.S."),  and  having  been  continued 
without  interruption  since  that  date  from  father  to  son;  that  for  many 
years  last  past  deponent's  said  liiin  have  been  in  the  habit  of  buying 
large  numbers  of  fur  seal  skins,  in  fact  ever  since  skins  of  that  charac 
ter  have  beconu',  an  aiticle  of  commerce,  both  on  their  own  account  and 
on  commission  for  other  persons  resident  in  the  Ihiited  States  ami 
T,      ,  Canada  and  elsewhere;  that  by  reason  of  having  ])ur- 

<'hascd  so  many  skins  deponent  has  a  geiu'ral  and  sub- 
stantial knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  fur-seal  skin  business,  and  ol 
the  character  and   kinds  of  fur-seal  skins  c(»ming  upon   the  London 

market:  that  from  about  the  \eai'  1S7!>  down  to  the 

Sources  ()(  siiiiiilv.  /..  ,,  •■11.  '     1      1   •  ■  L      j^' 

l>resent  time  the  principal  tur-seal  skins  eonnng  to  tlie 
London  market  have  Itcen  what  are  know  n  as  the  Alaska  cateli,  being 
the  skins  of  fur-seals  killed  ui)on  the  Pribilof  Islands,  in  tiie  Lering  Sea, 
the  Clo])|)er  Islands  catch  being  the  skins  of  fui  seals  killed  upon  the 
Kommandorski  and  Koben  islands  of  Ibissia,  and  wlia'  are  known  as 
the  Northwest  catch.  I'ntil  williin  twoor  thrct^  years  ago  a  very  con- 
si<lerable  number  of  skins  also  arriveil  on  the  London  market,  amount- 
ing ])erimps  to  several  thousand  annually,  whieh  were  known  as 
Japanese  skius. 
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Tliat  the  threeclassesol'  skins  above  mentioned  are  easily  distinguish- 
iihjc  tioineacii  other  by  any  i»erson  skilled  in  the  busi- 
ness  or  accustouu'd  to  handling  skins  in  the  raw  state,   i,!!?''''""  ''^"•i"-"''''"'- 
That  deponent  has  personally  handled  the  samples  of 
the  skins  (h'alt  in  by  this  flrni,  and  would  himself  have  no  difliculty  in 
distinguishing  the  skins  of  the  Coi)per  Jsland  cateli  from  the  skins  of 
the  Alaska  and  Northwest  eateh,  by  leason  <»f  the  fact  that  in  the  raw 
state  the  (^oi)per  Island  skins  Inive  a  lighter  color  and  the  fur  israther 
shorter  in  ])ile  and  of  an  inferior  (piality.     Tin' skins  of  each  of  the  three 
chisses  have  different  values  and  command  dilferent  prices  in  tiu;  mar- 
ket.    n<  ^h  the  (Joppj'r  Island  skins  and  the  Alaska   skins  are  almost 
exclusively  the  skins  of  male  seals,  and  the  difference  between  tlieskin 
of  a  nmle  seal  and  a  female  seal  of  adult  age  can  l>e  as  readily  seen  as 
between  the  skins  of  difl'erent  sexes  of  other  animals. 
Tliat  the  Northwest  skins  are,  in  turn,  distiiiguisliable  „,,^^;u^vma^^^^^^^ 
from  the  ('oi)per  island  and  Alaska,  skins,   fust,  by 
reason  of  tile  fact  that  a  very  large  i)roj)orti(Mi  of  the  adult  skins  are 
()l)viouslv  the  skins  of  female  animals:  second,  because     ,,.      ,    .,,    ,  . 

,,  '     11       •  1         •^-     ii  1  1      i         I'lcrii'il  Willi  sliot. 

lliey  are  ail  pierced  witli  the  si)ear  or  liar])ooii  or  sliot, 
in  cnnse(|ueiice  of  being  killed  in  o])en  sea,  and  not,  as  in  the  case  of 
Copper  Island  and  .\Iaska  skins,  being  killed  upon  land  by  clubs; 
third,  because  (he  Northwest  skins  are  cured  upon  vesselsby  t  lie  crews 
of  which  they  are  killed,  upini  which  there  are  not  the  same  facilities 
for  tlaying  or  salting  the  skins  as  there  are  ujuci  land,  where  the  Cop- 
])er  and  Alaska  skins  are  llayed  and  salted. 
The  Japanese'  skins,  which  J  think  are  now  included 

,,         ...        ,,  ,  /  ,  !•    !•  •    1      1  1      !•  ii  tluimiirsc  skills. 

Ill  th«'  Northwest  catch,  are  distinguishable  trom  tlie 
oilier  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch  by  being  yellower  in  color,  having 
a  much  shorter  pile,  because  th(\v  art':  salted  with   line  salt,  and  have 
]»lenly  (»f  blubber  on  the  pelt.     Tliat  the  skins  purchase<l  by  deponent's 
linn  are  handed  over  by  it  to  what  are  called  dressers 
and  dyers,  for  the  purpose  of  being  dressed  and  dyed.   ^  i;';'>''ss.,f  niaimi'ic- 
The  lulncipal  dressers  and  dyers  of  the  city  of  London 
at  the  i>reseiit  time  are  0.  W.  Mart  in  &  (Jo.  and  (ieoige  Ilicc  and  skins 
are  also  dressed  and  dyed  by  other  persons.     The  fur-seal  business  has 
allaiiicd  very  considerable  dimensions  in  the  city  of 
l.di'don,    large    amounts    of  capital    being    invested   ^  i  •I'l;'' '."""ion  .iipi 
tlii'iein,  and  ]>robably  in   and  about  the  city  of  Lon- 
(lo     there  are  emitloye<l  in  the  fur-seal  skin  business  as  many  as  ;>.(I00 
persons,  most  of  whom  are  skilled  hands,  some  of  whom 
i«'r«i\easliigh  asjC;?<)r£ta  week,  and  many   if  not  most 
(  ''nliri'  have  families  (le])en(lentni)on  them  for  sujiport. 
i.  .Miiice  of  this  business  necessarily  depends  upon  the 
l>reser\  iilion  of  the  seal  herds  fre([ueiiti)ig  the  northern 
I'aciiic   lu'gioiis  from  being  overtaken   by  the  destruc- 
tion wiiich  was  the  fate  of  the  seals  formerly  found  in  large  quantities 
ill  the  South  Atlantic  and  South  Pacific  Oceans. 

That  deponent  is  not  in  a  position,  by  reason  of  possessing  expert 
kiiowiedge  or  personal  acquaintaiu'c  (►f  killing  seals,  to  pronounce  a 
jiositive  (»i»inion  as  to  what  steps  are  lUH'essary,  if  any,  to  accomplish 
this  resiill,  but  hf  would  suppose  it  reasonable  to  say 
;!iat  a  ClO.Ne  time,  which  should  be  universal  in  its  ap- 
plication, for  a  specilied  period  in  each  year,  during  which  the  killing 
r.{  seals  should  be  entirely  prohibited,  and  the  imposition  of  heavy 
penalties,  say  a  line  of  iC\,000,  for  any  violation  of  the  regulations  pro- 
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viding  for  sncli  oloso  timo,  would  he  etl'octivo  to  prosorvo  tlie  liord.s 
ipfciiod  to:  iiiid  d('[,,)i)ent  would,  under  smy  circuiii 
'^""''  stinicos,  incri'iise  tlie  zone  iirouiid  tlie  isliiuds  coiifjiin- 

in<;-  tho  rookeries,  witliiu  Avliieli  seiiliujj  f^lifild  be  iibsoiutely  proliibited, 
to  a  distance  of  oO  miles  in  every  din'ction  from  the  shore. 

JlKNK'v  Poland. 

Sworn  at  110  (Jueen  Victoria  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  England, 
this  1'3  day  «»f  April,  1802,  hetbre.  me. 

I'l.'ANCis  W.  Frtoottt, 
Vice  (tiid  Dtjuity  Consiil-diiK'rnl  of  the 
United  iSlatca  of  America  at  JjuihIoh,  EnfihiniL 


Drpofiitio))  of  (leorf/e  Riee,  furrier,  Lo)i(lo)i,  l-Jiif/land. 

(ii;N'i:i{AL   Sr,AT,SKIN   INDl'STK'V.      I'Er.AGlC   SHALING. 


Georjie  Mu 


^  ei  :ijduly  sworn,  doth  dejjose  and  say:  That  lieis.^»fl 
.    "s  of  aye.  and  a  subject  of  Her  liritannic  JNIajestv. 

A  a  he  IS  enyajicd  m  the  busuu^ss  oi  <lrcssin^  and 
dyeinji-  furs  of  various  kinds  in  the  I'ity  of  London,  at  .'51',  .'i'},  and  40 
(ireat  I'rescolt  street,  in  the  said  city,  and  at  Stratford,  whicli  is  a 
suburb  of  London.  That  he  has  been  enf>a,ued  in  the  fur  business, 
and  piiuci])ally  in  the  business  of  handlin}>"  fur  seal  skins,  for  twenty- 
seven  years  last  i)ast.  That  eleven  years  aji'o  lie  established  his 
])resent  business  of  dressiuii'  and  dyeinji'  furs.  That  durinji'  th(^ 
eh'veu  years  since  the  establishment  of  his  present  business  he 
has  handled  and  dyed  lars't'  <iuantities  of  fur-seal  skins,  ijiul  has 
dnrinji'  those  yearf.  and  prior  therc^to  ])ersonalIy  handled  humlreds 
of  thousands  oi"  fur-seal  skins,  and  that  in  the  year  IS'.M  lu^  dyed 
U|)wards  of  ltO,(M)0  fur-seal  skins.  That  by  n^ason  of  his  ex])eii- 
('uce  in  his  business  he  has  a  {••eueral  and  detailed  kuowIedf>e  of  the 
ditferent  kinds  of  fur-seal  skins  ami  of  the  ditt'erences  which  distinjiuisii 
them,  as  well  as  the  history,  character,  and  manner  of  (jonductinji'  the 
fnr-seal  skin  business  in  the  city  of  London,  which  is  brietly  as  ftdlows: 
The  skins  are  consi!;ned  by  the  persons  who  take  them  in  the  flshinj;' 

grounds  to  various  linns,  the  ])rincipal  of  which  areC;. 
i..m;i'm.''""''^''"''"  '"   ^^-  l^ampson  &  (\).,and  Culverwell  i^'  P.rooks,  by  whom 

the  skins  are  catalo,nued  and  advertised  for  the  sales, 
Lcnnioi. s:,i,..s.  ^^.j^j^.^^  .^j.^.  j^^.j^  j^  October,  Jaiuiary,  or  March  in  eacli 

y<'ar  by  (load,  IJiius'  "-^  ^^<>v  'i*^  bntkers  tor  ('.  ^1.  Lami)son  &  Co.,  and 
l)y  ("ulverwell  »S:  llrooks  on  tiieir  own  account. 

These  sales  are  attemled  by  nun'chants  and  buyers  from  all  over  the 

world,  who  are  present  either  pe)\sonally  or  by  ])roxy,  and  having;'  nnnle 

tiu'ii-  i>nrchases  at  such  sales,  the  skins  are  tiansferred  by  tliem  to  the 

dressers  and  dyers.     That  for  many  years  hist  past  the  skins  arrivin,n' 

,.  ,.  in  the  market  have  been  iirincipallv  what  are  known 

(hisses  (il  sUiiiM.  J'       J.    ii         »  1       I  1    •  1   •    1         ■      ii  1   •  /.  1 

as,  iirst,  tlie  Alaska  skins,  winch  are  the  skins  ot  seals 
killed  upon  the  Tribilof  Islands  in  the  I>erinji' Sea;  secinid,  what  are 
called  the  Copper  Island  skins,  Avliich  are  the  skins  of  seals  killed  on 
the  Russian  islands  in  the  Herinji'  Sea;  and  third,  wiiat  are  called  the 
Northwest  catch,  which  are  the  skins  of  seals  kille<l  in 
the  north  Dart  of  the  l*aci(ic  Ocean,  or  in  the  IJering 
Sea.     A  larye  proportion  ot  the  Northwest  catch  of  skins  have  passed 
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through  deponent's   hands  Ibr  some  years  last  past,  and  last  year  ho 
haiulled  nearly  the  whole  of  the  Northwest  catch. 

IJesides  thosethree  hist-meiitioiuMl  classes,  the  Alaska,  Copper,  and 
>'(nthwest,  a  certain  number  of  sealskins  also  come  to      ^    ., 

^,         ,  ,  1      J.     i-  i.1  4  ill  boullicrii  skins. 

the   London   market    from   soutliern    waters,    notably 

liobos   Island   and  (Jape   Horn,  but  the  skins  from  these  localities  are 

relatively  much  less  imiiortant  than  the  skins  of  the  Northern  racific 

regions. 

That  tl  li  dilference  between  the  several  classes  of  skins  are  very 
marked,   and   enable  aii\bodv  who  is   skilled  in    the 
business  ov  accustomed  to  iiarKlliii,ii-  (»f  fur  sealskins  to  ^^,<ji;'«8« distinguish. 
distinguish  the  skins  of  one  class  from  the  skins  which 
beh)ii{>'  to  either  of  the  other  two  classes  and  these  dill'erences  are  evi- 
denced by  the  fact  that  the  skins  obtain  (litferent  prices  in  the  market. 

That  the  ditterences  between  the  skins  of  tlie  adult  male  seals  and  the 
adult  female  seals  are  as  marked  as  tht^  ditfereiices 
between  the  skins  of  the  two  sexes  of  other  animals,   f^ui!,'!,'^ "''''''  *"'^'=''' 
and  that  in  the  Northwest  catch  from  85  to  DO  per  cent 
of  tiie  skins  are  of  the  femaU^  animal. 

Deponent  does  not  mean  to  state  that  these  flf;ures  are  mathemat- 
ically i>     '>irate,  but  they  are,  in  his  judfiuient,  a])]troximately  exact. 

The  difference  between  the  Cojiper  Island  catch  and  the  Northwest 
and  iVlaska  catches,  which  two  last-mentioned  classes  of  skins  of  the 
fur  seal  ap]>arently  belonj^'  to  the  same  family,  are  such  as  to  enable 
any  person  skilled  in  the  business  to  distinjiuish  the  Coi)])ers  from  the 
Northwest  and  Alaska  skins,  or  what  I  may  call  the  Uering'  ISea  seal- 
skins, but  the  manner  in  which  the  skins  are  distinj^tiiislied  is  dilhcult 
to  describe  to  any  pers<»ii  not  accustomed  to  handling'  skins.  The 
ditference  again  between  the  Alaska  and  Northwest  catches,  although 
as  deponent  has  said  they  are  of  the  same  genera!  family,  are  yet  very 
marked  by  reason  of  the  dilference  of  thecoloi'  of  the  hair,  the  length 
of  the  wool,  which  is,  of  course,  perce]itible  mainly  up(Ui  examinatiou 
of  the  pelts  and  of  the  fact  that  the  female  skins  show  the  marks  of  the 
breast. 

The  ditl'eiences  between  the  three  classes  of  skins  above  mentioned 
are  so  marked  that  the  skins  belonging  to  the  three  catches  have 
always,  since  dei>oiieiit  had  any  knowledge  of  the  business,  com- 
manded, and  do  now  command,  ditferent  juices  in  the  markets,  for 
instance,  the  Alaska  skins  of  the  last  year's  catch 
I'etched  about  lL'5,v.  ])er  skin;  the  Cojijier  skins  of  the 
last  year's  catch  fetched  (!S.v.  Or/,  per  skin,  and  the  Northwest  skins  of 
the  last  year's  catch  fetched  about  5.").v.  ])er  skin. 

Among  the  skins  classed  as  the  Noithwest  catch  there  have  for  the 
last  few  years  been  included  a  considerable  number  of  skins  which  de- 
jionent  savs  he  thinks  were  formerly  called  .Ia[)anese 
skins,  wliich  are  distinguished  from  the  remaining  Joranese skins. 
Northwest  and  Alaska  skins  by  reason  of  the  ditferent  color  of  the 
skins  in  the  raw  state.  This  dillerence  in  color  is  so  distinct  as  to  be 
pia(!tically  unmistakable. 

That  the  business  of  handling  and  dealing  in  fur-seal  skins  has  be- 


I'lki's. 


I.oiiilon  seiilskin  in- 


'    (limlry. 


come,  in   the  city  of  Jiondon,  an  established  and  im 

]»ortant  industry.    That  dc]i()iient  himsell",  tor  instance 

emiiloys  at  the  jaesent  time  ifom  JtiK  to  500  laborers 

who  are  mostly  engaged  in  one  way  (U'  another  ujion  fur-seal  skins, 

many  of  whom  are  skilled   workmen  recei\  iiig  good 

wages,  and   many  (d' them  having  lamilies  depeiKh'iit 

upon  them  for  their  support.     Deponent  estimates  the  total  number  of 
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I)e<>i)l<'onf;!if:e(l  in  the  Imsiiicss  of  liiiii(IIiii,i,',  (lyeiiij^,  dressing,  and  treat- 
iiifi'  fur  seal  skins  up  to  tiu'-  time,  tiio  skins  pass  into  the  hands  of  the 
furriers  at  about  li,()0(>.  In  addition  to  tiie  nuud)er  soeniph)yed,  a  niucii 
hirjier  niunhcr  of  furriers,  einidoyes,  and  tiieeniploy«''S  of  the  retail  niei- 
ehants  arc  concerned  directly  or  indirectly  iu  handling  or  manufaetur- 
hig  the  fur-seal  skin  or  fur  seal  skin  garments. 

Deponent  further  says  that  a  large  amount  of  eai)i- 
Lavgii  London  capi-   f.,]  js;  j|,  one  way  or  another  invested  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don in  the  l)usiness  above  enunu'rattul. 
That  the  continuance  of  the  fur  seal  business  depends,  in  deponent's 
judgment,  obviously  upon  the  ecuitinued  existence  of  the  fur-seal  herds 
from  winch  the  skins  are  derived 
Tinit  the  (jucstion  of  the  i»reservation  of  the  fur-seal  herd  has,  of 
course,  engaged  dcp(»nent's  attention  ami  he  has  kept 
^j'rotection  ncces-  ,,j,  ^.j^j^^.  awatcli  ou  it  as  lic  was  able  to  do  without  be- 
^"■^"  ing  ou  the  ground.    Jn  icgard  to  wiiat  might  he  done 

to  preserve  the  herd  deponent  does  not  feel  that  he  knctws  all  the  facts, 
and  in  e(mse(iuence  thereof  it  is  dillicult  for  him  to  exjuess  an  opinion 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  seal  herds  ought  to  be  preserved  or  what 
regulations  ought  to  be  imi)osed  for  that  purpose,  but  judging  from  the 
fact  that  for  many  years  10(),(K)(>  seals  weie  caugiit  upim  the  Pribilol 
Islands  without  injury  to  the  herds  lesorting  to  the  rookeries  ou  those 
islands,  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that  unless  some  other 
cause  intervened  to  ilimiiiish  those  herds  k'ling  that 
nund)er  of  seals  upon  the  islands  would  not  nave  been 
detrimental  to  the  herd. 

If  it  is  the  I'act,  as  has  been   stated,  that  the  herds  have  now  been 
dinnnished  since  the  killing  of  leuiale  seals  upon  tiie 
tioVml\''«aiy.''''''''''    sca  bcgau,  as  to  which  deponent  lAis  no  knowledge,  he 
should  say  that  it  would  at  least  be  reasonable  to  pi'o- 
hibit  the  killing  of  seals  absolutely  within   the  area  which  may  be  de- 
scribed as  the  feeding  grounds  around  the  island. 

Geo.  ItiCE. 

Sworn  at  the  <'onsulate-general  of  the  United  States  of  America  at 
London,  ICngland,  this  Llth  day  of  June,  1892,  before  me. 
[SEAL.J  Francis  \V.  FuitiouT, 

Vice  and  Dvputy  Consul- (hnerul 
of  the  United  SStatcs  of  America  at  London,  England. 


Killiny.  on 
not  (  xicssivc 


islauilH 


Deposition  of  William  Charles  JUatspid  fStdnip,  furrier,  London. 

(iENKHAL   SEALSKIN   INDUSTUl.      TKLACilO   SEALING. 

William  Charles  lUatspiel  Stamj),  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and 
say :  That  he  is  51  years  of  age,  ami  a  subject  of  lier  15ritannic  3Iajesty, 

and  is  engaged  in  business  at  158  Knightrider  street, 
Kxiiiikuto.  London,  E.  C,  as  a  fur  and  skin  merchant.    That  he 

has  been  engaged  in  that  business  for  upwards  of  thirty 
years,  and  has  been  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  fur-seal  skins  during 
the  whole  of  the  time  that  he  has  been  in  business.  That  he  has  per- 
sonally handled  nniny  thousands  of  such  fur-seal  skins  and  he  has  in- 
spected the  samples  at  practically  every  sale  of  fur  skins  made  in  Lon- 
don during  the  whole  of  the  tinu'  he  has  iicea  in  business,  and  in  coiise- 
(pience  of  these  facts  and  of  his  knowledg*;  of  tiie  fur  seal  skin  business 
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he  has  a  general  and  «letai!ed  knowledgj'  of  the  history  of  the  business 
of  dealing'  in  fur-seal  skins  in  tiie  city  (»f  Lond'>n,  and  of  the  character 
and  dilfert'iices  wliicli  distingiiisli   the  several  kinds  of     ^.„ 

1   •  •  ,1  I      i.        fill      i    !•  1       i        Diirort'iit  species. 

skins  coming  (»n  the  market.  That  lor  many  years  last 
I)ast  the  fur-seal  skins  coming  on  the  riondon  market  have  been  known 
as,  first,  the  Alaska  catch,  wliich  are  the  skins  of  seals  killed  upon  the 
I'ribilof  Islainls  situated  in  the  llering  Sea;  second,  the  Coiiper  Island 
catch,  which  :ire  the  skins  of  seals  killed  on  tln^  Kommondorski  and 
Kobbeu  Islands  in  tiie  Russian  waters.  Tiie  llobbeu  Island  skins  were, 
formerly  separated  from  the  Ivomnumdorski  Islands  and  were  of  inferior 
quality,  and  it  is  only  within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years  that  the  Kobbeii 
Islaml  skins,  which  are  inconsiderable  in  number,  have  been  presuni- 
ably  mingled  with  tho  skins  of  seals  caught  on  the 
Copper  Islands  and  included  in  the  term  "Copper 
catch;"  third,  the  Northw<'st  catch,  which  are  skins  <»f  seals  killed 
in  the  open  Pacific  or  Uering  Hea. 

That  the  skins  of  these  sev(!ral  (patches  are  readily  distiiiguishe<l  from 
each  other,  and  the  skins  of  the  <litferent  sexes  may  be     ^, .     ....      .  , 

,.,      ',.    ,.  •    1       1  i-  1       1.1  i.1         1  •  L-       Skins  ilisliiiijin.sha- 

as  readily  distinguished  from  each  other  as  tlie  skins  of  We 
the  different  sexes  of  any  otluu'  animal.     1  should  esti- 
mate the  proportion  of  female  skins  ineluded  within      siastiy   femuios 
the  Northwest  catch  at  at  least  7")  i)ci'  cent,  and  I  should   '"'^'^^"' 
not  be  surprised  nor  feel  inclined  to  contradict  an  estimate  of  ujiwards 
of  Ui)  per  cent.     JNIy  sorttn-,  who  actually  handles  tlie  skins,  estimates 
the  number  of  female-  skins  in  the  Northwest  catch  at  J)()  per  cent. 

One  means  of  distingiiisliiiig  the  skins  of  the  Xiu'thwest  catcli  from 
those  of  the  other  catches  is  the  fact  that  tliev  are      ^,   .,      ,     ,  . 

,.,,,,  ,  ■  ,  ,  .  ,  1    -li      1    •  Northwi^nt     sk  111.1 

pierced  with  snot  or  spear  hoh's,  having  been  killed  m  pidcuii  witii.sii.<L. 
the  open  sea,  and  not  as  in  tlie  ca.se  of  the  Copi)er  and 
and  Alaska  catches,  killed  upon  land,  with  clubs. 

The  differences  between  tiie  Coi)per  and  Alaska  skins  are  diiliciilt  to 
describe  so  that  tlu.'y  can  be  undeistood  by  any  person  who  has  no 
practical  knowledge  of  furs,  but  to  anyone  slcilletl  in  the  business  there 
are  apparent  ditlVnences  in  color  between  the  Copi)er  and  Alaska  skins, 
and  a  difference  in  the  length  and  (|iialities  of  the  hairs  which  composes 
the  fur,  and  there  are  also  ap[)areiit  slight  dili'ereuces  in  the  shape  of 
the  skins. 

The  differences  between  the  skins  of  the  three  <'atchesaro  so  marked 
that  they  have  always  been  expressed  in  the  ditlerent 
prices  obtained  for  the  skins.  I  have  attended  the 
sales  for  many  years,  and  am  able  to  make  this  state- 
ment from  my  own  knowledge.  The  average  prices  obtained  at  the 
sales  of  the  hist  year's  catch,  for  iiistaiu^e,  were  as  follows:  For  the 
Alaska  skins,  125  shillings  per  skin;  for  the  Coi>])er  skins,  (!S  siiilliiigs 
per  skin;  and  for  the  Northwest  skins,  53  shillings  ])er  skin. 

That  the  slviiis  purchased  by  the  deponent  are  purciiased  on  his  own 
account  and  on  ac(;ount  of  otlu^rrt  resident  in  Canada  and  tlie  United 
States  and  the  Continent,  and  he  believes  it  is  a  fact  that  he  is  the 
largest  liommissiou  merchant  in  the  fur  business. 

That  the  skins  so  punthased  are  consigned  to  various  dressers  and 
dyers,  the  principal  of  whom  are  the  firm  of  C.  W. 
Martin  &  Sons  and  George  ilice,  and  deponent  himself 
is  the  laiuUord  of  a  factory  worke<l  by  Frederick  Smith  &  Co.,  wMiicli  is 
the  oldest  firm  of  dyers  of  fur-seal  skins,  and  of  late  years  they  have 
also  become  dressers. 
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That  tlio  fiir-soal  skin  hiisiiicss  liad  l>*'(•Mlll(^  an  iiii|>(>i'tant  industry  in 
the  city  of  London  in  whicli  a  lai';;('  amount  of  capital 


RngliHli  ciipitiil. 
Labor  employed. 


was  invested  and  a  large  nnniner  ot  worknien  employed, 
amounting',  inehiding  the dicssers, dyeis,  Inindlers,  and 
persons  eniph)yed  in  the  manufactories  of  the  fnniers,  to  about  3,000. 
it  is  difficult  to  make  aiiy  correct  estimate  of  the  number  of  people  so 
employed,  but  deponent  says  tliat  he  has  re(!cntiy  had  occasion  to  look 
into  the  question  iu  his  capacity  as  master  of  tlie  Skinners'  Coun)any 
and  he  believes  the  above  liyure  to  be  substantially  corrc<*t. 

That  a  large  number  of  persons  so  employed  are  skilled  laborers  and 
most  of  them  have  families  dependent  upon  their  labors  for. their  sup- 
])ort.    The  wages  paid  in  some  cases  are  as  high  as  XiJ  or  £4:  a  week, 
and  perliai)S  the  average  wages  of  the  whole  number  nniy  be  safely 
estinmted  at  JCl  per  week.    That  many  of  these  jjersons  know  no  other 
business  than  that  in  which  they  are  at  present  engaged. 
That  the  continual  existence  of  the  fur-seal  business  is  dei)endent,  iu 
deponent's  judgment,  upon  the  ineservation  of  the  seal 
JabTe'/'"'''"^''''^  '^"'  !'^»'^^*^  frecpienting  the  Northern  Tacitic  regions,  and  it 
is  also  a  most  imitortant  element  in  the  industry  that 
the  supply  of  seal  skins  coming  to  the  market  each  year  should  be 
regular  and  constant. 
That  deponent  further  says  that  some  regulations  are  necessary  for 
the  ])reservatiou  of  the  seal   herds  frequenting  the 
Northern  I'acilic  region,  because  it  is  a  Avell  known 
fact  that  in  the  absence  of  any  such  regulations  the 
seal  herds  which  were  formerly  fouiul  in  the  South  Atlantic  and  Pa- 
cific Seas  have  been  practically  exteiininated. 
Ou  the  Lobos  Islands  and  in  New  Zealand  governmental  regulations 
exist,  and  I  am  told,  althongli  1  ki^ow  nothing  about 
it,  that  regulations  of  some  kind  have  been  made  iu 
the  colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

\V.  C.  1'.  Stamp. 

Sworn  at  the  Skinners'  JIall,  Dowgate  Hill,  in  the  city  of  London, 
England,  this  14th  day  of  June,  18!»2,  before  me. 


Protection 
sary. 


Rp<;iiliitiou8 
where. 


else- 


[!?!:AL.] 


FJtAiNClS   W.    FUIGOUT, 

Vice  and  Ik'piifi/  (Uniaul  (icnend  of  the 
United  iStates  of  America  at  Jjondon,  Emjland. 


Deposition  of  Emit  Teiclimann,fnfrier,  London. 

GENERAL  SEALSKIN  INDUSTRY. 

Ennl  Teichmann,  being  duly  sworn,  <loth  depose  as  follows: 
First.  Tiiathe  is  4(5  yearsof  age,  a  native  ot  the  Kingdom  of  Wurtera- 
berg,  and  is  now  a  naturalized  .'^ubjcct  of  Her  IJritannic  Majesty. 

That  since  the  age  of  manhood  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  fur  busi- 
ness; that  from  180(5  to  1S(}S,  inclusi\(',  he  resided  in  America  in  that 
business,  and  since  18(»8  he  has  resided  in  England  and  done  business 
in  the  city  of  Loudon,  and  is  now  and  has  continually  been  during  all 
these  years  engaged  in  one  way  or  another  in  the  iur  business.  That 
he  is  now  a  mend)er  of  the  firm  of  C  M.  Lanii)son  &  Co.,  and  has  been 
a  member  of  such  tirm  ibr  the  period  of  twelve  years  last  past.  That 
prior  to  the  time  he  became  a  member  of  such  lirm  and  from  the  years 


industry  in 
:  of  ciipitsil 
I  eini)l<)ye<l, 
ndlei-8,  and 
bout  3,000. 
f  people  so 
iion  to  look 
j'  (Jouipany 

iborers  and 
r  their  sup- 
k4:  a  week, 
ly  be  safely 
ow  no  other 

jpendent,  in 
1  of  the  seal 
'ions,  and  it 
dustry  that 
\,v  sliouUl  be 

ecessary  for 
uenting  the 
well  known 
ulations  the 
ntie  and  Pa- 

1  regulations 

|)thing  about 

eu  made  iu 

Stamp. 
of  London, 


*/  the 
Eiujland. 


ws: 

of  Wurteni- 
iesty. 

he  fur  bnsi- 
riea  in  tliat 
)ne  business 
II  during  all 
ness.  That 
1(1  has  been 
past.  That 
the  years 


\ 


\ 


SEAI-SKIN    INDUSTIIY    IN   GRKAT    r.Un'Aiy. 


577 


1S73  to  ISiSO  he  was  anieniber  of  the  rtrni  of  Martin  &  Teichiiisinn,  who 
were  then,  and  its  successors  (J.  W.  Martin  tS:  Sons  still  are,  tlie  laigesti 
dressers  and  dyers  of  se;d  skins  in  tlie  world. 

That  the  tirni  of  C.  M.  Lanipson  &  (Jo.,  of  which  deponent  has  been 
as  aforesaid  for  the  last  twelve  years  a  member,  are  wliat  is  know  n  ;is 
c<>mmissi(m  merchants  engaged  in  the  business  of  selling  furs  of  various 
kinds  and  also  in  buying  furs  niton  conunission. 

That  the  said  firm  of  (J.  M.  Lanipson  &  Co.  lias,  «luring  the  time  tiiat 
deponent  has  Iteen  a  member  thereof,  handled  a  larger  nundier  of  skins 
of  the  fur  seal  than  all  the  other  linns  iu  the  world  together,  and  dei)o- 
neut  knows  from  inspection  of  the  books  of  his  said  lirm  that  for  many 
years  i)rior  to  the  date  when  he  becameamend)er  of  tlui  same  they  also 
iian<lled  during  many  years  previously  thereto  a  larger  number  of  fur 
seal  skins  tlian  all  the  other  firms  iu  the  world  togetlier. 

Tliat  during  the  time  deponent  has  been  a  mendier  of  the  said  lirm 
he  has  personally  handledniany  hundreds  of  thousands  t)f  fur-seal  skins, 
and  he  has  a  detailed  and  expert  knowledge  of  the  various  kinds  of 
seal  skins,  and  the  several  ditferences  between  them  which  enable  the 
several  sorts  of  seal  skins  to  be  distinguishe«l  from  each  other. 

Second.  Dejutnent  says  from  his  general  knowledge  of  the  business 
inspection  of  the  catalogues  of  sales  of  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co.,  and  from 
the  information  derived  from  his  predecessors  in  the  lirm,  the  ciiief  of 
whom  wasthelateSirCurtisLampson,who  founded  the  house  about  sixty 
vears  ago,  that  fur-seal  skins  were  formerly  obtained  ,.  „„ 
in  large  numbers  in  the  South  Pacific,  and  Atlantic  seas 
ujiou  the  San  .luaii  Fernandez  and  Falkland  Islands,  upon  Sandwich 
Island,  South  Shetland  Island,  Desolation  Island,  (loughs  Island,  and 
Kerguelan  and  JMassafuero  Islands,  and  at  Cape  Horn. 

There  were  also  in  former  years  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  skins  obtained  from  liussian  possessions  in  the 
North  Pacitic  Ocean  through  the  medium  of  a  liussian  company,  as 
hereinafter  stated. 

The  history  of  the  Southern  Atlantic  and  Pacitic  seal  business  shows 
that  at  the  localities  above  enumerated,  and  jtrincipally  on  South 
Shetland  ami  the  Kerguelan  Islands,  there  must  have  been  very  large 
numbers  of  seals.  The  principal  market  for  the  skins  of  such  South- 
ern Pacific  and  Atlantic  seals  was,  as  deponent  is  informed,  found 
in  the  Chinese  ports,  and  deponent  has  been  iutbrmctl  and  understands 
that  in  consetiueuce  of  the  indiscriminate  and  universal  killing  of  seals 
in  the  localities  above  inentioned,  where  no  restrictions 
of  any  kind  were  then  or  are  imposed  upon  the  killing  j^^,,,,,  s^.i^^.,ii^. 
of  seals  at  any  time  without  regard  to  age  or  sex,  the 
seal  rookeries  in  those  localities  were  after  a  few  years  of  such  killing 
practically  exhausted. 

That  about  twenty  years  ago  the  South  Shetland  Islands  were  again 
visited,  and  for  two  or  three  years  there  were  obtaine<l 
from  these  islands  a  considerable  number  of  skins, 
amounting  iu  the  aggregate  to  perhaps  o,),00i>  skins. 
At  the  end  of  a  three  years'  catch  of  skins  it  was  re- 
l>orted  that  the  rookeries  were  agaiii  exhausted,  and 
the  islands  were  not  again  visited  for  sev<nal  years,  not  until  five 
years  ago,  when  deponent  understands  that  a  vessel  was  sent  to  those 
islands  by  the  firm  of  C.  A.  Williams  &  Co.,  of  New  London,  United 
States  of  America,  aud  that  that  vessel  was  only  able  to  obtain  31) 
skins. 
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The  tiling  dininji:  wliicli  doponciit  hns  been  in  the  business  the  skins 

from  ill!  of  the  iibove-rnentioned  lociilities  have  been  i)riicti('iilly  intlu- 

itesiiiial  in  niiniber. 

Tliird.  Tliat  for  inany  years  last  past  the  skins  of  fur-seals  actually 

coMiinu- into  tlie  niaikets  of  the  world  have  been  derived 

troni  tiu!  tollowni}>'  sources: 

I.  The  LohoN  JsUoul.s  skins;  wliich  ai-e  the  skins  of  seals  caught  upon 
,,     ,,    ,    ,.       the  islands  of  that  name,  situated  ort"  the  lliver  IMa;  re 

and  belonging  to  the  Itepublie  ot  Urufjuay.  Tliese 
skins  are  consi«>ned  by  the  jtersons  iiavinj;'  tlie  contra<'t  to  take  them 
with  the  Uepublic  of  lJrnj;uay  to  llouhher,  AHu'timer  &  Co.,  of  London, 
by  whom  they  are  sold  throuiiii  CJoatl,  liijJTf?  &  Co.,  and  (-atalogues  of 
the  last-mentioned  firm  are  published  anil  have  been  inspected  by 
deponent  from  time  to  tinu)  as  published.  The  total  number  of  skins 
derived  from  this  source,  as  appears  from  an  inspection  of  such  cata- 
lojiues,  are  durinj;'  tlui  years  187i>  and  18!)15  inclusive  set  fortli  accurately 
in  the  paper  which  is  anni^xed  hereto  and  marked  Exhibit  A. 

II.  Ccqye  Horn  .sl:ins. — I'riin'  to  the  year  1876  a  small  number  of  skins 
„      „       , .         are  supintscd  to  have  been  obtained  from  this  locality. 

They  are  not  dassitied  in  our  books  or  catah>gues,  nor 
in  the  books  of  any  other  persons  or  tirms,  s(>  that  they  can  not  now,  from 
examining;  the  books  and  catalogues,  be  readily  identified  or  separated 
from  skins  coming  fioin  other  southern  localities,  but  from  tlie  year 
187(5  down  to  the  present  time  they  have  been  so  classified,  and  a  large 
number  have  been  sold  by  deponent's  firm.  A  statement  of  the  skins 
obtained  from  Cape  Ibnn  is  hereto  ai)pended  and  marked  Exhibit  B. 
Tiie  uund)er  of  skins  derived  from  this  lo(rality,  as  appears  by  that 
statement,  tiuctuated  very  largely  in  number,  and  I  am  informed  that 
the  reason  for  sucli  fluctuation  is  that  the  seals  from  which  the  skins 
are  obtaiiu'd  are  killed  mostly  upon  laiul,  and  that"  the  weather  in  that 
part  of  the  world  is  so  severe  t!iat  it  is  at  times  impossible  U)  effect  a 
landing  upon  or  near  the  rookeries.  So  far  as  deponent  knows,  there 
is  no  i)rotection  of  any  kind  for  seals  at  Cape  Horn  other  than  that 
which  is  afforded  by  tlie  dilUculty  of  landing  in  order  to  kill  the  seals, 
in  consequence  of  the  heavy  weather. 

III.  Cape  of  Good  Hope. — From  this  locality  a  snnill  but  steady  num- 

ber of  skins  have  been  obtained  during  many  years 
gWnr  "^  ^""'^ ""'"'  ^'^^*  V'^^^'  I'lx'se  skins  are  not  consigned  to  deponent's 
firm,  but  to  other  persons  in  London  whose  catalogues 
are  published,  and  have  been  examined  from  time  to  time  by  deponent; 
and  deponent  is  informed  and  believes  from  such  examination  of  cata- 
logues that  the  luimber  of  skins  obtained  from  this  source  have  been 
for  the  hist  few  years  about  5,000  per  anmun. 

Deponent  understands  that  the  seals  from  which  these  skins  are  ob- 
tsiined  are  likewise  killed  mostly  upon  laud,  and  ho  is  also  informed 
tlnit  some  regulations  for  the  protection  of  seal  life  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  by  regulating  the  killing  of  seals  in  that  coh)uy  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  have  been  established  by  the  Goyernment  of  the  said 
colony,  but  what  those  regulations  are,  if  auy  such  exist,  deponent  is 
not  in  a  position  to  state. 

In  addition  to  the  supplies  from  the  ab(»ve-mentioned  sources,  from 
1,000  to  2,000  skins  are  obtained  annually  in  Australasia,  which  includes 
New  Zealand. 

IV.  The  principal  sources  of  supply  for  tlie  market  at  the  present 
time,  and  for  many  years  last  past,  are  the  followiug: 
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(a)  What  are  known  as  the  Alaska  catcli,  wlileh  are  the  skins  of 
male  seals,  killed  upon  St.  I'auls  and  St.  (ieoi'-es  Is-      .,   , 
lands  ui  the  Bering  Sea. 

(6)  The  Copper  catch  which  come  from  the  seals  killed  iii»on  the 
Hussian  islands  of  Copper  ai"'  Uering,  calk'd  the  Com- 

I  oi II tci*  (^ 'lie II 

mander  Islands,  which  are  located  in  the  Iiussmn  jiart 

of  Bering  Sea,  and  also  the  Robbeii  Island,  in  the  Okhotsk  Sea,  all  which 

are  also  the  skins  of  male  seals. 

(c)  The  Northwest  catch.  These  are  the  skins  of  seals  «'anght  in  tlie 
open  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea. 

Fourth.  The  history  of  the  sealskin  lishery  coming  from  the  North- 
ern Pacific  regions  is  briefly  as  follows: 

In  the  early  part  of  the  century  a  Russian  company  ^k^^,'^'"'"'"  '''""'" 
was  formed  which  obtained  from  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment a  right  to  kill  seals,  both  upon  the  Connnander  and  I'ribilof 
Islands,  and  in  and  around  the  Bering  Sea.  l^p  to  the  year  IH^/A 
about  20,000  skins  were  annually  received  in  London  from  the  com- 
pany in  the  parchment  state.  By  the  parchment  state,  I  mean  skins 
which  were  dried  with  the  top  or  water  hair  left  on.  Tlu'y  were  not, 
in  consequence  of  this  method  of  preseivation  by  drying,  in  a  con- 
dition to  be  unhaired,  and  they  were  after  having  been  dressed  in 
London  largely  returned  to  the  Russian  markets. 

In  the  year  1853  a  trial  shi])ment  of  salted  skins  was  made  to  J.  M. 
Oppenheim  &  Co.,  in  London,  in  pursuance,  as  deponent  is  informed, 
of  suggestions  theretofore  sent  out  by  Messrs.  Opjionheim  that  an  at- 
tempt should  be  made  to  salt  the  skins,  but  owing  to  the  defective  curing 
tliis  shipment  was  a  failure.  By  degrees,  however,  the  curing  by  means 
of  salting  was  improved,  and  in  USil.S  a  contract  was  made  by  ihv,  Rus- 
sian American  Ccmipany  to  ship  to  Messrs.  .J.  M.  Oiipenhcim  tS:  (Jo.  an 
annual  supply  of  frf»m  10,000  to  12,000  skins  (leliverc<l  in  London  at 
10s.  lOrf.  a  skin.  The  quantity  was  increased  in  lS(i4  to  20,0,0  skins. 
This  contract  remained  in  force  until  the  Alaska  Territory  became  the 
in-operty  of  the  United  States.  In  addition  to  the  salted  skins  (;overed 
i)y  the  contract  last  referred  to,  Messrs.  Opjienlieim  &  Co.  also  received 
(hu'ing  these  years  about  10,000  skins  from  the  Russian  American  Com- 
pany per  annum,  whiidi  were  dried  in  the  old-fasiiioned  way  and  not 
salted. 

Deponent  was  connected  with  the  firm  of  Messrs.  J.  M.  Oppenheim 
tS:  Co.,  at  New  York  and  London,  from  the  years  18(i(»  to  1872 inclusive, 
and  his  late  partner,  Mr.  Martin,  and  himself  ultimately  succeeded  to 
the  business  of  Messrs.  J.  M.  Oppenheim,  so  far  as  it  rehited  tc  the 
dressing  and  dyeing  of  seal  skins. 

Upon  the  cession  of  Alaska  to  the  United  States  there  was  indiscrim- 
inate seal-killing  upon  the  l'ribih)f  Islands  for  the  season  of  1809-'70. 
About  the  end  of  that  season  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  was  formed  at  San  Francisc<»,  as  deponent  is  (j,^  :;;,'. '-'"""""■'^'"' 
iidormed,by  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  the  pnr- 
l>ose  of  obtaining  a  lease  from  the  United  States  of  the  right  to  kill 
seals  on  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

This  company  did  obtain  from  the  United  States  an  exclusive  license 
to  kill  seals  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  in  the  Bering  Sea  for  a  period  of 
twenty  years,  under  certain  restrictions  and  regulations,  whi(!h  were,  as 
deponent  is  informed,  set  forth  in  the  contract  between  that  company 
and  the  United  Stjites  and  in  extracts  of  Congress  in  relation  thereto, 
and  in  reguhitions  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States 
made  in  pursuance  of  such  extracts  of  Congress. 
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A  year  ni' 1  wot licica tier  Messrs.  Ilutcliinsoii,  KoliI,  PliilippciiSiS;  Co., 
of  8aii  I'laiieiseo,  wliieli,  as  deponent  is  inlornnMl,  was  a  linn  InrnKMl 
by  persons  »'ontrol!in}i'  the  Alaslia  Coinnn-icial  ('o:npany,  ohlaiiicd  a 
lease  from  tlie  Russian  (Jovernnienl  ^iivinj;  them  the  exelusive  rij;lit  to 
kill  seals  n])on  Konnindorski  and  KoUben  Islands. 

That  in  ISJIO  the  Alaska  Commeicial  Company,  as  dcpoiuMit  was  in- 
formed, did  not  seiMire  a  rentnval  of  th«>  lease  whieli  the.\  had  thereto- 
fore enjoyed  from  the  United  !Stat«'S,  but  a  similar  lease  was  j*! anted 
by  the  United  iStales  to  the  Morth  Ameriean  Coinnu'reial  C«)nipany, 
which  is  a  separate  <'orporati<ni  and  is  (-ontrolled  by  dilferent  peoi)ie 
from  the  Alaska  Connnereial  Company. 

Kil'th.  From  the  year  I.S70  do\\n  to  the  present  time  deponent's  llrm 

have  reeeived  and  handled  from  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  and 

from  -Messrs,  Hutchinson,  Kohl,  lMiili|»peiis  &  Co.,  IV<»in 

Skins  from  iiiiniiiiH  fhc  North  American  (Jommercial  Company,  ami   the 

III  Uiiituu  status  and    u  o      i  oi  •      ii  x-  ui.     i>    t        i  i  ■    i 

Ki„8ia.  Kussian  8eal  Skin  Comi»any,  ot  ht.  reteisbiufjr,  which 

company  have  now  succeeded  U^  the  lease  of  the  Ko- 
mandorski  and  Kobben  Islands  formerly  enjoyed  by  Hutchiiisoii,  Kohl, 
l*hilii)peus  &  Co.,  all  the  skins  of  seals  which  have  been  killed  upon 
the  I'ribilof  Islands  and  upon  the  Copper  Islands.  They  have  also  re- 
ceived at  least  tliiee  Iburths  of  the  skins  included  in 
what  isi'alled  the  JS'tnthwest  catch  until  the  year  l.s|»l, 
when  tlie  nui.jor  i)art  of  the  skins  of  the  catch  were  consijijned  to  Messrs. 
Culverwell,  IJrooks  t!s:  Co.,  wf  London.  A  larji;e  number  of  the  skinsof 
this  eatch,  amountinj;'  in  one  year  to  40,000  a  year,  have  been  consigned 
to  deponent's  tirm  by  the  linn  I  lermann  Liebes  «S:  Co.,  of  San  Francisco. 
The  total  number  of  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch  received  by  de]»o- 
nent's  Arm  durinj*-  the  years  ISTli  and  1892,  inclusive,  are  set  forth  with 
aei'uracy  in  an  atlidavit  made  by  my  i)artiier,  Alfred  Fraser,  in  New 
York,  a  copy  of  which,  date<l  A|>ril  1,  and  acknoSvlc(l<;ed  E.  ''  'Uce, 
notary  public,  has  been  rei-eived  by  me  from  him  and  I  annex  'o  a 

copy  of  the  lists  of  Northwest  skins  attached  to  Mr.  Fraser's  ,  it, 

making:  the  same  a  part  of  this  de]>osition,and  mark  the  same  Exhibit 
C.  1  also  ai>pend  hereto  a^■  a  part  of  this  de]K)sition  copies  of  the  lists 
attached  to  the  allidavitsof  Mr.  Fraserof  Alaska  skins  sold  in  Jjondoii 
by  my  lirm  during-  the  years  1870  to  1802,  inclusive,  and  to  the  Copper 
Island  skins  sold  l)y  niv  lirm  in  London  during  tlie  years  1872  to  1802, 
inclusive,  and  mark  the  same  respectively  Exhibits  \)  and  E,  and  1  re- 
fer to  the  atlidavit  of  Mr  Fraser  above  mentioned  for  an  explanation 
of  all  said  lists  and  adopt  the  same  exi)laiiation  given  by  him  as  my 
own.  I  have  carefully  veritied  the  tigures  contained  ni  these  latter  and 
tind  them  to  be  as  accurate  as  any  such  statement  can  be  made. 
Sixth.  The  skins  of  the  Alaska  and  Copper  catches  are  readily  dis- 
tniguished  from  each  other  and  command  ditferent 
abfe.'°*  '!»»''"«""•'■  pric'cs  ill  the  market,  and  I  should  have  no  ditticnlty  and 
would  undertake  froiu  my  knowleilge  of  the  various 
skins  to  separate  Copper  skins  from  A!aska  skins  should  they  ever  be 
found  mingled  together,  as,  however,  tliey  are  not.  The  Alaska  and 
Copper  skins  are  distinguishable  from  each  other  partly  by  means  ot 
the  diti'erent  color.  The  (Jopper  Island  skins  generally  have  a  darker 
top  liair  and  are  more  yellow  on  the  cheeks  than  the  Alaska  skins. 
Perhaps  a  surer  means  of  distinguishing  the  two  is  the  difierence  in 
shape.  The  Copper  Island  skins  aie  much  narrower  at  the  head  than 
the  Alaska  skins,  and  this  dill'ereiice  is  very  marked.  In  our  ware- 
houses we  have  a  dillei'ent  set  of  tVaines  for  the  sizing  out  of  the  Copper 
skius  from  those  we  use  for  the  xllaska  skins.    Another  diti'ereuce 
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(piite  as  important  as  tlu!  siiape  is  that  tlie  fur  upon  Copper  Fsland 
skins  is  coM.siderably  shorl«'r  <ni  (he  Hanks  and  towards  tlie  tail  than  is 
liic  fur  oi  tiie  Alaska  skiiiH.  All  of  these  ditVcrences  are  so  marked,  as 
I  hav(^  before  stated,  as  i,o  enable  any  expert,  or  one  fainiliar  witli  the 
liaiidling  of  skins,  to  readily  disliii;.'iiish  Copjx'r  from  Alaska  skins,  or 
rive  verm,  but  it  is  true  in  the  case  of  very  you iij>'  animals  tlie  differ- 
ences are  much  less  marked  than  in  the  case  of  tlie  adult  animal.  We 
receive  practically  no  skins  (»f  very  youny  animals  from  Alaska,  but  we 
do  receive  at  times  a  certain  nnml.er  ol  the  skins  (»f  the  young  animala 
from  Copper.  All  the  skins  of  both  the  Copper  and  Alaska  eatehes 
are  the  skins  of  tln^  male  animals. 

Seventh.  The  skins  of  tin;  Xortliwest  catch  are  in  turn  readily  dis- 
finynishable  from  the  skins  of  the  Alaska  as  well  as 
the  <'opper  catch.  The  dilfereiices  which  I  have  enu-  Nnrthwct  Hkh,.. 
nicrated  between  the  Coi»|)cr  and  Alaska  skins  are  acceiitinited  in  dis- 
tinjj;uishing  the  skins  of  the  Nortliwi'st  catch  from  the  skins  of  the 
('opl)er  cat»!lies,  and  we  use  a  sejtarate  set  of  frames  or  patterns  in  our 
l>usincss  for  the  Northwest  skins  from  what  w«^  us(^  for  the  Cojiper  or 
Alaska  skins.  Among  what  are  classed  by  us  as  Northwest  skins  are 
included  what  ar(i  sometimes  called  Japanese  skins,  which  are  the 
skins  of  seals  killed  on  the  northern  Asiatic;  coasts.  These  skins  come 
u]>oii  the  market  generislly  by  way  of  Japan,  but  sometimes  by  way 
(»f  San  FraiKtisco  or  Vi<'toria. 

The  number  of  Japancs<>  skins  averages,  dt'ponent  should  say,  about 
r»,()0()  a  vcar,  although  there  is  a  good  deal  of  thu-tua- 
lion  in  tin' (piantity  from  year  to  year,  and  deponent 
says  that,  like  the  other  skins  included  in  tiie  Northwest  catch,  they 
ar<'  ])rincipally  the  skins  of  female  seals,  not  easily  distinguishable 
from  the  skins  taken  from  the  herds  frequenting  the  eastern  part  of 
the  Pacilic  0(H'an  and  licring  Sea,  except  by  reason  of  their  being  prin- 
cipally speared  instead  of  shot. 

The  most  essential  diilercnce  between  the  Northwest  skins,  and  the 
Alaska  and  Copiter  catches  is  that  the  Northwest      ....      ,    .  .„„ 
skins,  so  tar  as  they  are  skins  ot  adult  seals,  are  almost  friniiUs,  mid  n«i.iiea 
exclusively  the  skins  of  female  seals,  and  are  nearly  wuii  Hhot. 
always  ])ierced  Avith  shot,  biillet,  or  spear  holes. 

The  skins  of  the  adult  female  seal  may  be  as  readily  distinguish- 
alile  from  (he  skins  of  the  adult  male  as  the  skins  of  the  ditterent  se.ves 
of  other  animals,  that  pracitically  the  whole  of  the  adult  Northwest 
catxili  seals  were  the  skins  <»f  female  seals,  but  the  skins  of  the  younger 
animals  included  within  this  Northwest  catch,  of  which  we  have  at 
times  a  considerable  number,  are  ninc.li  more  diflicult  to  separate  into 
nial(^  and  female  skins,  and  1  am  not  itrepin'cd  to  say  that  I  could  dis- 
tinguish the  male  from  the  female  skins  of  young  animals. 

A  certain  percentage  of  young  animrds  is  found  among  the  consign- 
ments receiv(>d  by  us  at  the  beginning  of  each  season,  wlii<'h  we  under- 
stand and  are  informed  are  the  skins  of  seals  cauglit  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean  off  the  west  coast  of  America,  but  a  nuich  smaller  percentage  of 
such  small  skins  is  found  among  the  <'oiisignments  later  in  the  sea- 
son. whi(!li  we  are  informed  are  of  seals  eauglit  in  the  Bering  Sea. 

J  have  been  told  that  it  is  easier  to  catch  the  female  seal  at  sea  than 
it  is  to  (iatcli  the  male  seal,  but  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  that 
]>(»int.  I  suppose,  however,  that  there  must  be  some  foundation  for  the 
statement  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  so  small  apropcn-ticm  of  male  adult 
seals  are  included  in  what  is  called  the  Northwest  catch. 
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„       ,  ^   .  Eifflitli.  Deponent  says  that  wLat  maybe  tei-med 

Fur-seal    business.    .^       ,"  i  i        •  i  i  i     i  i,    -ii.  i_      j.i 

the  lur-scal  business  has  largely  been  built  up  by  the 
eflorts  of  the  Alaska  Commereial  Comi)any,  the  North  American  Com- 
mercial Company,  and  the  lirm  of  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co. 

Lnrgo  ninoiint  of  That  it  de])('n(ls  to a  considcrableextcntupon making 
EDc"i8h%i)i'taHn  fu"-  sCiVl  skiiis  au  article  of  fashion  and  of  trade  and  that  a 
Boai  bu8ino«s.  -^g^^y  lai'ge  aiiiouiit  of  capital  is  invested  in  the  King- 

dom of  Great  Britain  in  the  business. 

It  is,  in  dej)onent'- judgment,  fair  to  estimate  the  amount  of  capital 
invested  in  the  business  in  one  \va.y  or  another  to  have  been  at  times 
as  much  as  £l,00(),()t)0  and  that  tlieie  have  been  until  lately  dependent 
upon  this  industrv,  in  the  city  of  London,  about  2,000 
^Zk^^l.  "'  '^'""'*    skiHed  Avorkmen,  'most  of  whom  have  families  depend- 
ent tii)on  them  for  support,  and  the  amount  of  wages 
paid   tf)  those  ])eople  deponent  estimates  on  the  average  at  about  30 
sliillings  i)er  week,  making  an  aggregate  of  £150,000  i)er  annum. 
Deponent  fuitlier  says  that  the  continuance  of  this  business  depends 
very  largely  upon  the  maintenance  of  a  steady  and  reg- 
Bkura'LirabK^   "^  ''^'""  supply  of  lur-scal  skins  in  order  that  the  trade 
may  be  able  to  calculate  with  approximate  certainty 
the  number  of  skins  Avhich  are  to  be  received  in  each  year. 

Dei)onent  furtlier  says  that  the  maintenance  of  this  business,  to  his 
mind,  obviously  depends  upon  the  preservation  of  the 
seal  herds  resorting  to  Bering  Sea  from  the  destruc- 
tion which  has  overtaken  the  seal  herds  which  were 
formerly  f<mnd  in  the  southern  regions,  and  that  whatever  is  necessary 
to  be  done  to  i)reserving  the  seal  herds  in  Bering  Sea  ought  to  be  done; 
but  depoiu'iit  lia\ing  no  knowledge  of  the  business  of  killing  seals,  and 
having  oo  scientifu'  knowledge  on  the  subject  as  a  naturalist,  is  not  in  a 
position  to  relate  what  laws  or  regulations,  in  addition  to  those  already 
existing,  are  necessary,  if  any  such  are  necessary,  in  order  to  accomplish 
this  desirable  result. 

Emil  Teichmann. 

Sworn  at  G4  Queen  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  England,  this  2oth 
day  of  April,  1802,  before  me. 

Fkancis  W.  Erigout, 
Vice  and  Deputy  Coustd  Geueral  of  the 
Unitc'l  States  of  America  at  London,  England. 


Protection    nocos 
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ExmniT  A. 

Salted  Lohua  hlutid  fiir-seah  fioUl  in  London. 


Vi  ur. 

Skills. 

1873 

6,  ono 

1K74 

8,  r>()9 

1875 

8,179 

JH76 

n,:ir>;t 

1S77 

];!,  miti 

1878          

]■-'.  .101 

1879 

12, '.'OS 

1880 

14,  8J0 

Year. 


IHHl 
l.SH'J 
188:1 
1884 
188,'-. 
ISgrt 
1887 
1888 


Skins. 


13,  f>C9 

i;!,  'joi) 

12,  8(il 
It),  258 
10, 053 
13, 607 
11,008 
20, 747 


Nkw  York,  March  So,  IS!):?. 
chiiiaiin, 


Tliis  is  tli(<  i):iii(M-  writinit,  itinrltod  .\.  red  i  rnl  to  in  the  iiflBdavit.  of  Knill  Tcicli 
Bworii  li:'l'(ii't".  iiic  tiiis  L'.">1li  (l:i,v  of  A|tril,  ISitL'. 

Fkancis  W.  Fitiooi  t, 
Vice  and  Dipuly  CuiihuI  General,  U.  S,  A.,  London,  Etujlani. 
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sealskin  industry  in  great  britain. 
Exhibit  B. 

Sales  of  Cape  Horn  salted  fur-seal  skins. 
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Year. 

Skins. 

Year. 

Skins. 

Tear. 

Skins. 

1876 

6,306 
7,631 
8,227 
12. 180 
17, 562 
13,164 
11,711 

1883 

4,055 
0,743 
3, 404 
909 
2,762 
4,403 
3,021 

1890  ... 

2,4.50 

3  H4 

]877 

1884 

1891. 

1878 

1886 

1892  (to  (Into) 

Total 

3,960 

1879 

1886 

J880 

1887. 

113  208 

1881 

1888 

1882 

1889 

This  is  tho  ])a])or  writiiifi;  luaiked  B  referred  to  in  the  aflQdavit  of  Eiiiil  Teichinaua, 
sworn  before  uie  this  25th  day  of  Apiil,  1892. 

FUANCIS  W,  FliKiOUT, 

Vive  and  Deputy  Consnl-General,  U.  S.  A.,  London,  England, 


Exhibit  0. 

Salted  Northwest  Coast  fur-seal  sicins  sold  in  London  prior  to  pelagic  sealing  in  Bering  Sea, 


Year. 

Skins. 

Year. 

Skins. 

V.ar. 

Skins 

]872 

1,020 

1877 

1882 

11  727 

1873         

1878.. 

261 

12,  212 

8,  939 

•  9, 997 

1883 

2,319 
9  242 

1874 

4,949 
1,046 
2, 042 

1879. 

1884 

1875 

1880.. 
1881.. 

Total 

1870 

64, 366 

Salted  Northwest  Coast  fur-seal  sVuis,  dressed  anddi/ed  in  London  (but  not  sold  there)  taken 
2}rior  to  pelagic  scaling  in  Bering  Hea. 


Year. 

Skins. 

Year. 

Skins. 

Year. 

Skins. 

1872        

699 

40 

122 

578 

1,062 

1877  

772 
2,434 
2,  397 
4,562 
5,890 

1882  

11,159 

]873 

1878 

1883 

«,  385 
10,115 

1874 

1879 

1881   . 

1,875 

1880 

Total  ..     .   . 

1870           

1881 

40,215 

i 


u 


Ihij  Northwest  Coast  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London  prior  to  pelagic  sealing  in  licrrng  Sea. 


T. 

Skins. 

8,  755 

18,511 
15, 834 

4,800 

, 

247,777 

llarch  Sr,,  IS!).?. 
[mil  'I'eicliniunn, 

IriiUioi  T, 
Idon,  England. 


Year. 

Skins. 

Year. 

Skir-. 

1,351 
ii93 

1.  173 
912 
918 

Year. 

Skins. 

18(!8 

2,141 

1,671 

684 

12, 495 

14,584 

891 

2, 772 

1875 

1882. 
1883. 

321 

^>'i<'^... 

1870 

3!lll 

1S70... 

1877 

■  1881. 

785 

1871                   

1878     

Total 

1872 

1879 

42, 707 

1873 

1880 . . 
1881.. 

1874 

688 

Of  llic  skins  sold  in  1H71  iind  1872  a  very  ]:\v<H'  itro])or(i()ii  w<'ie  (lie  iiccnmiiliitMn! 
of  the  I'lissiiiii  Aiiierieau  Company  and  sold  by  Lluiin  after  Uio  piinhase  of  Alaska  by 
iUe  United  8tatua. 
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TESTIMONY. 


RECAl'ITUI-ATION. 


Salter!  slsins  sold  in  T.oiidoii,  1872rlS8 1 fit,  SGO 

Salted  skins  dressed  and  dyed  in  T-onilon,  1872-1884 4fi.  21.'} 

Dry  skins  sold  in  Loudon,  "1868-188 1 42,  7()7 

Grand  total 153,348 

K.  T.  R.  J., 

Notary  PuhUc. 

'Sew  YouK,  March  30,  1S02. 

ExiimiT  C. 

Dry  Northwest  Coast  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London  after  the  commencement  of  pelagic  seal- 

intj  in  llcriny  tiea. 


Yi-rr. 

Skins. 

Year. 

SkiM. 

]R85 

1,520 
,  979 
2. 841! 
1,2.52 
228 

l.'^OO 

l)0<) 

ISMi 

1891 

1,  (i.s;! 

1887 

Totiil 

188? 

8,(J9I 

It5<j9 

■ 

Salted  \oitlncr'<l  Cuiixl  fitr-scitl  slins  dressed  and  dyed  in  London  (hut  not  sold  there)  taken 
after  eommeneenient  of  pelayie  sealing  in  Bering  Sea. 


Year. 

SUins. 

Year. 

Skiii». 

188") 

"...... 

10,007 

15, 1)87 

y,589 

1, 930 

18,t9 

2,017 

1880 

1887 

Total 

;!9,  2!I0 

1888 

1 

In  addition  t  >  llic  above  if-  is  csliniated  that  from  2.">,000  ti)  30,000  skins  liavo  l)oen 
dressed  iuid  dve<l  in  tlii^  IJiiiLed  States. 
K.  T.  K.  .1.,' 

Notarv  Pnhlie. 

Sailed  Xorthwcst  Coast  far-seal  skins  sold  in  London    after  eommeneemenf  of  pelagic 

seating  in  liering  Sea. 


Your. 


1S8.-.. 

l.s.so. 

1887. 
1888. 


Skills. 


2,078 
17,  !109 
;Hi,  9(i7 
30,818 


Yoar. 


18S9. 

18:m). 

1891. 


Skills. 


;in,  5fi:j 
;)8,:ii5 

64, 180 


Yenr. 


1SIP2  (to  (late)  .... 


Skins. 


*28, 298 


254, 008 


^Ofratcli  .111891. 


i;i'.('.\iMiri..\iioN. 


Dry  skins  sold  in  T^ondon,  18S.-.-18!ti 8,  CO  I 

Salted  skins  dressed  and  dyed  in   l.oiiilnii,  lint  not  sold   lliere.  I  .S!<.-)  - 1 SSX ;>!),  2!I0 

Salted    skins   diessi'd    and   dved    in   tlie    rnited    Stale'*,   esliinaleii,    IS8.">- 

inm,  say 30,  000 

Salted  skins  s.dd  in  London,  188.".~1S!)2 2.".l,0(;s 


(iiaiid  total 331, !Hi2 

l*Ji:\V  YoitK,  March  no,  1192. 
E.  T.K..)., 

Notary  I'nhlie. 

Tins  is  tlie  ^laper  writinu'  marked  C  referred  (oin  tlie  aflldavitof  Emil  Tciclnnann, 
Bworu  before  me  tliis  2.Mli  day  of  Ajiril,  18It2. 

FiiANcis  W.  FiaooiiT, 
Roe  and  Deputy  Consul-Ccneral,  U.  S,  J.,  London,  I'^ngland. 


61, 3fir. 

4fi.  215 
42,  7(i7 

153,  3-18 


ntof  pelagic  seal- 


Skina. 

C.iHI 

],(i.s;i 

8,091 

otgold  Ihi'ir)  tahrii 


Skins. 

2,017 

;m,  2!I0 

0  skins  liiivo  l)0('n 


icemcnt  of  pchujiv 


■ar. 

Skina. 

t(.\    

*28, 298 

254,008 

....  8.  fiO I 

-IHSS....  ;?!»,2!H) 
1,    IS8,-)- 

30,000 

251,  OdS 
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Mimk  r.fl,  1S92. 


(•'.mil  'IVicliiiiimn, 
riM«!nuT, 

lltllotl,    /'."llJl/dMd. 


SEALSKIN   INDUSTRY    IN   GREAT    URITAIN. 

Exhibit  D. 

Salted  Alaska  fur-seal  sold  in  London. 
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Catch. 

Skins. 

Catch. 

Skina. 

100, 030 
100,101 
99,  921 
100, 100 
75, 914 
99,  887 
99,  719 
99,910 
99,940 

Catch. 

nkins. 

1S70                          

9, 905 
100,896 
90,  283 
101,  248 
90,150 
99, 6;t4 
90,  267 
75, 410 
99, 911 

1879 

1888 

100,000 
100  000 

1X7! 

1880 

1889 

]H72         

1881 

1890 

20, 994 
4  l.W 

1X7;)                  

18S2 

1.S90 

l«i)l    

1K74                       

188.^ 

i:t,  47:i 

]  ,s75                                 

1884 

Total 

]H76     

1885 

1, 877, 977 

]H77       ...             

1S80 

Ifj78                          

1887 

Nk.w  YoTtK,  Mm-rh  23,  1S03. 
Tliis  is  tlio  ])a])or  niiirkod  D,  rofi^rrod  to  in  the  iifTKlavif,  of  Euiil  TeiRliniiui,  sworu 
before  me  tliis  25tli  day  of  April,  1892. 

FhANCIS   W.    FlMGOUT, 

Vice  and  Deputy  Consul  Gcneial,  U,  S.  A.,  London,  England. 

Exhibit  E. 

Sailed  Copper  Island  fiir-scal  sold  in  London. 


Year. 


1872. 
]S7;i. 
1874. 
lS7r). 
1870. 
1S77. 
1S7,S. 
1879. 


Skins. 

Year. 

Skin.s. 

Year. 

Skina. 

7,182 

I8sa 

.18.  885 
^.■|,  -.'(K) 
;i9,  HI 
:!0.  ,500 
20,  075 
48,  929 
41,752 
54,584 

18S8         

40  nn3 

21  014 

IMS! 

1 SS9 

47  410 

;io,  ;149 

18H2 

1890         

9.')  4S0 

114,479 

1881! 

1891            

17  0"5 

:t:i,  298 

1S8I 

1892 

iiO,  078 

•'5  ;i80 

1 885 

Tdliil 

19,000^ 

IKSli 

708,  090 

28, 211 

1887 

Kr,w  Vi)i!K,  Manh  ;?.7,  rsn.?. 
Tliis  is  tlic  |)a]ior  wriiiiiu;.  iniirkod  I",,  referred  to  i     ilie  iiOidavitof  l",inil  'roielmiaiin, 
Kworii  iK'fore,  mo  tliis  25tli  day  oi' April,  1802. 

Fli.Wl'IS    \\  .     I'liKiOlIT, 

Vice  and  Deputj)  Consul  General,  U.  S.  A.,  London,  Enijland. 

Tuhle  of  percentages  of  annual  sealskin  snpph/  c.omjnled  from  luble  <>f  London  Iride 

sales  as  giren  by  Kmil  Tvirlimann. 


1870.        1871. 


1872. 


1873. 


1874. 


1875. 


1S70. 


1877. 


1878. 


1878. 


I.i.Imis  Islaml I 1 0.0!532f  0.  0,".00-|-  0  07.'*2  |  0.  m.^l-f  0.  (IHM  )  Il.07:l0f 

t':\]Hi  Horn ' I I I ' It.  (M40  I  (I.  iKilS  f  0.  Ii:i7."i  I  ".  (l7•J2-f- 
^'llI■thw('stl•(laat  ..  0.  0020+ 0. 110  +  0.i;ifl  +0.1:1024-0.0072  1  O.  0240  l- O.  (I'JSJ+ n.  (||.-|.><  i  O.irj.-.l  I  (i.(iiiJ7 
AlaakBcati-li it.  9;i80  |  0. 890  -j-O.^ni!  +  0.8017  f  (l.77»:i-|- ii.(W;iO  |(l.(i-_'lll|  (l.  til  l;i|   11.098    I  lt..'>94l  i 

Ctipiter  Islanil ; o.  o.'ii  +  0.  or>9  +0.  ](m;i+  (t.  2:)04-i-'o.  2292+  0. 2(i:.9  ^  0.  i;i03+  it.  1077  ( 


L 


Total 1. 0000  f  1.0000 


1880. 


1881. 


1.0000      1. 0000 

I 


1.0000 


1.0000 


1882. 


1883. 


1884. 


1885. 


1.0000 


1880. 


l.OOltO      1.0000 


1887. 


1RS8. 


1 .  IKHtO 


1889. 


T.mIios  Island 0.0804  f  0. 0720+10. 070:t+'o.  092:1+  l>.  (t:i.'.lt|  (I.  It.-iio  |  0.11718  |  (1.  ll.V.'l  .('o.  nosl  I  it.  01:15  |- 

r,i|H' Miitn 10.  0910  f  0.0097  I  id.  0024+^0. 01:14     ilt.  Ii:i:i2     |I.III90|   It.0lt47|   ll.lll:):i(  0.ll2ii7i  li.lil,"«0|- 

Ni.rlhw.'st  roast   .'0.07:10  |- 0.  0825  |-0.  12;i3  j-!0. 0118.".  |  jit.  1 187  1  b.  I  i:ill  |- 11.  1795  f  0.  2iil7  |  II.  IWI4  |  I1.2'I7,".). 

.\laska  catch 0..54I7  |  0.  .5:ni7  j   0.  .5;U:t  |   0.5112  |  0.  .5S21  j  111.  .1417  |   11.5:107  |  0.4721+11.4728  |  11.4975  f- 

('(pppcr  luliind  ....  0.210:1  I   0.2451  |-'ll.2';!»7  I  jo.  2010     |0.  1031  j  U20.SI  j   0.2143  |  0.  a".78     ;0.2190  jO.  2:i;".9  |- 

ToLil 1.0000     11.0000     jl.OOOO      I.O11OII    ll.OOOO     jl.OOOO     +0000     1.0000      1.0000  1.0000 
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TESTIMONY. 


Table  of  annual  acalakin  supply  compiled  from  table  of  London  trade  sales  as  given  hy 

Emil  teichmann. 


1870. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

1877. 

1878. 

1879. 

Lobos  Island 

6,956 

8,507 

8,179 

11,353 

6,306 

4,  007 

90, 207 

33, 298 

13,066 

7,631 

1,915 

75, 410 

25, 380 

12,  301 

18,  227 

3,  607 

90.011 

19, 000 

12,295 
12,  IHIl 

(Jai)e  Horn 

Northwest  coast . . 

AlaHkacatcb 

Copper  catch 



C8l 
9, 905 

12,495 
100,  806 

16,303 

90, 283 

7,182 

931 

101,248 

21,614 

7,843 
90,150 
30, 349 

3,  575 
09,  634 
34, 479 

1.5,  .527 

100,  o:ifi 

28, 21 1 



Total 

10,649  1113,391 

1 

119,768 

130,740    136,8,^1 

145, 867 

145, 321 

123, 432 

143, 046 

168,  210 

1880. 

1881. 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

1887. 

1888. 

1880. 

LoboH  Island 

Cape  Horn 

Northwest  coast . . 

Alaska  catch 

Copper  catch 

14. 380 
17,  502 
13, 501 
100, 101 
38, 885 

13,,'')fi9 
13,  104 
16,  573 
0, 994 
45, 209 

13,200 
11,711 
23,  207 
100,100 
30,111 

12, 801 

4,  655 

9,544 

75.914 

36, 500 

16, 258 

0,  713 

20,  14:; 

90,  S87 
26, 675 

10, 953 
3.404 
20,  20.'. 
09,719 
48,  920 

13, 667 
909 
33, 075 
99,  910 
41,752 

11,068 
2, 702 
43,  330 
99, 040 
54,  584 

20, 747 

4,403 

40, 000 

100, 000 

40, 333 

8, 755 

3,021 

41,8118 

100,000 

47,410 

Total 

184, 045 

188,436   187,320 

130,474 

160,705   183,270 

190,213 

211,693  1211,483 

201, 000 

i: 


1 
1 

h 

1  # 

1 

T 

1 

'!     ■ 

^ 

0 

1 

k, 

ales  as  given  hy 


1. 

m 
ii 

15 

10 

80 

1878. 

12,301 
18, 227 
;i,607 
99.  Oil 
19, 000 

1879. 

12, 295 

12, 181) 

1.5,527 

100,  o:'.fi 

28,211 

32 

143, 046 

168,219 

7. 

1888. 

20, 747 

4,403 

40, 000 

100, 000 

40, 333 

1889. 

)08 
rti2 
130 
)40 

384 

8,755 
3,021 

41,8118 
100,000 

4^,410 

B93 

211,483 

201, 000 

TESTIMONY  RRLATING  TO   THE   GENERAL   SEALSKIN 
INDUSTRY  IN   FRANCE. 


Deposition  of  Emin  Rertz,  memher  of  the  f,  nn  of  Emin  Hertz  (&  Co., 

furriers,  Paris. 

general  sealskin  industry.    pelagic  sealing. 

City  of  Paris, 

Eejmhlic  of  France,  ss : 

Emin  Hertz,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  That 
he  is  42  years  of  age  and  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the 
French  Kepublic;  that  he  lives  in  the  city  of  Paris,      Experience, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Emin  Hertz  &  Oie.; 
that  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  fur  business  for  eighteen  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  sealskins;  that 
he  has  i)ersonally  handled  many  thousands  of  said  fur-seal  skins,  and 
that  he  has  a  general  and  detailed  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the 
business  of  dealing  in  fur  skins  in  the  city  of  Paris,  and  the  character 
and  diflference  which  distinguish  the  several  kinds  of  skins  which  are 
on  the  market. 

That  the  said  firm  of  Emin  Hertz  &  Cie.  has  existed  for  ten  years, 
being  the  successors  of  Goetze  &Cie.,  who  were  established  since  1873, 
trading  in  furs  generally  and  dealing,  ever  since  the  establishment  of 
the  lirm,  in  seal  skins,  undressed,  dressed,  and  dyed;  that  their  busi- 
ness is  carried  on  at  11  Kue  Dien,  in  said  city  of  Paris. 

That  there  has  gradually  sprung  up  a  large  demand  f»n*  this  article 
in  France,  which  demand  was  at  its  height  two  years 
ago,  during  which  year  the  said  firm  bought  and  sold 
1(),000  skins  <at  the  average  price  of  the  last  ten  years. 
That  in  consequence  of  the  falling  oft"  in  the  supply  of 
Alaska  skins  (Pribilof  Islands  and  Bering  Sea)  two 
years  ago,  the  price  had  increased  from  50  to  75  per 
cent,  .and  in  consequence,  the  year  after,  the  demaml  was  affected  so 
tliat  instead  of  selling  more  than  ](),()00  skins  the  firm  scarcely  sold 
5,000,  and  a  still  smaller  number  this  year. 

That  the  total  production  of  sealskins,  which  during  the  existence 
of  the  concession  of  the  Alaska  Company  (which  con- 
cession has  now  expired)  anumnted  annnally  to  150,000 
skins,  is  now  hardly  more  than  70,000,  coming  from 
Alaska  an  J  the  Coi)per  Lslands ;  that  the  consequence  is 
a  loss  for  everyone  connected  with  the  trade,  for  while 
there  was  an  annual  production  of  150,000  skins  there  were,  the  depo 
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TESTIMONY. 


StPHfly 
dcsirablo 


prod  not  iou 


Sealskins  boiiglitin 
Lonilciii.  Partly  (lyod 
in  Paris. 


neiit  estimates,  at  least  from  two  to  three  thonsaiul  persons  en^iiffed  in 
tliis  iiidustry  in  Europe,  and  tlie  natural  coiis('(|iioinc 
foHabor""^''"^""""'  of tlieproductioii liaviii^'dimiiiisliedby about onelialf Is 
that  only  about  one-half  the  niimber  of  persons  are  re- 
quired in  the  industry. 
That  the  increased  price  of  scnlskins  two  years  ago,  caused  by  the 
falling- otf  in  quantity,  has  not  been  maintained  although 
i.smn"KTinand!"'""'    t^'i*^  y<'"i"  ^hcrc  is  i)erhaps  even  a  fewer  number  of  seal 
skins,  Mhi(!h  indicates,  in  the  opinion  of  deponent,  that 
the  article  when  ottered  at  a  high  ]nic,e  is  witiiiu  the  means  of  (mly 
a  very  f<nv  jiersons  and  the  demand  for  it  will  itontinue  to  decrease. 
That  the  trade  has  every  interest  to  bring  about  a  regular  produc- 
tion, that  is  to  say,  the  production  to  be  approximately 
always  the  same,  as  this  would  obviate  tlie  frequent 
change  in  i)rice  and  render  business  less  speculative. 

That  the  said  firm  generally  buys  its  s<'alskins  at 
the  London  auctions  in  their  undressed  state,  and  liiis 
them  dressed  in  London  and  dyed  partly  in  London 
and  partly  in  Paris. 
That  the  said  tti-m  can  distinguish  very  readily  the  source  of  produc- 
tion of  the  skins  when  tlie  latter  are  in  their  undressed 
disti'nguishai.iJ"'*'''^  state;  that  for  several  years  besides  the  skins  of  the 
regular  companies,  such  as  the  Alaska  Company  (Amer- 
ican concessi(»naire)  and  the  Copper  Company  (iJussian  concessionaire) 
the  sai<l  linn  has  bought  quantities  of  skins  called  Northwest  coast, 
Victoria,  etc.    That  these  skins  are  those  of  animals 
iMiM^'ratH/ivn^^      cauglit  ill  tliC  opcu  sca  by  persons  who  apparently  de- 
iiu.i  piipH.  rive  therefrom  large  prolits,  and  neax'ly  three-quarters 

of  them  are  those  of  fenniles  and  pups,  these  probably 
being  less  difticnlt  to  take  than  the  males;  that  these  animals  are  taken 
by  being  sliot. 
That  the  seals  taken  by  the  Alaska  and  Copper  com]»anies  are  males, 
i,,„.,.  ,.  r  .  the  destruction  of  which  is  much  less  prejudicial  to  the 
iiss|.iv.iii(ii.iai.  iM.  preservation  ot  the  race,  and  which  turnish  the  best 
'"■'"''""'•  skins,  these  bdng  finer  and  more  furnished  with  down; 

that  they  are  killed  on  the  islands  with  clubs.    Tliat  every  animal 
killed  by  ball  or  shot  bears  the  traces  of  sucli  slaugh- 
''^  ter,  which  marks  greatly  depreciate  the  value  of  the 
skin. 

That  the  said  firm  has  often  been  informed  that  in  order  to  capture 
one  animal  the  persons  engaged  in  the  cliase  are  frequently  oblige<l  to 
kill  or  wound  three  or  four.    That  under  tliese  circum- 
wastoofhiu.  stances  and  in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  the 

females,  there  is  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  deponent  that  the  race  is  in 
great  danger  of  being  exterminated,  to  the  ])rolit  of  a 
naVinii"' '  "'  ' ""'' '^''"  f«w  individuals  and  to  the  detriment  of  an  iini)ortaiit 
industry  which  up  to  the  present  has  sujiplied  the 
means  of  livelihood  to  th(msaiids  of  persons  in  Europe  and  America. 
Tiiat  the  said  lirm  believes  it  to  be  everyone's  inter- 
est that  the  coiintiies  interested  in  the  question  (Amer- 
ica and  llussia)  should  talvc  measures  to  safeguard  their 
rights  from  the  point  of  view  ot  the  ca})tnre  of  the  seals,  and  that  if 
not,  if  til  is  pursuit  in  the  open  sea  continues  a«  in  the  past  two  years, 
the  said  firm  firmly  believes  that  in  a  slunt  time  the  seal  will  existouly 
us  a  souvenir  and  will  be  completely  exterminated. 


Of  less   V  al  n  o 
])i(  rc.t'd  Willi  slnit. 
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SEALSKIN    INDUSTRY    IN    FRANCE. 

That  this  industry,  \vhi«di  has  jmxlncod  dminji-  twenty 
years  nearly  2r),(M)(),(»0()  of  francs  annually,  will  have 
(iisai»poared,  owing  to  this  cause,  to  the  detriment  of  a 
very  great  number  of  persons. 


589 


(ii'r.tt  MiliiK  iif  in- 

(|l|«ll'V   U>  FlIlllCL". 


Em  IN  JIektz. 
Sworn  before  me  this  2.'3d  day  of  June,  l.S{)2. 

[SEAL.J  AUOT'STl'S   -IAV, 

Second  SiTirfary  of  the  Lrf/tilion  of  the 

United  States  at  I'aris,  France. 


Dejtositon  of  Leon  Revillon,  mcmher  of  the  firm  of  lie' vU Ion  Freres,fur' 

riers,  Paris. 

general  sealskin  industry.    paris  market.    pelagic  sealing 

City  ov  Paris, 

Kepublic  of  France,  ss: 

Leon  Itevillon,  being  duly  sw(»rn,  doth  depose  and  say  as  follows: 
That  he  is  49  years  of  agi;  and  a  citizen  of  the  French  liepublic,  and 
lives  in  the  city  of  Paris,  and  carries  on  bnsiness  at  Xo.  71)  \lnv  do 
Uivoli,  in  the  said  city,  and  is  a  member  of  the  tirm  of  ItC'villon  Freros, 
which  tirm  is  composed  of  Theodore  li6villon,  Leon  Jlevillon,  and  Anatole 
Kovillon. 

I'hat  the  said  firm  of  Kevillon  Frk'os  is  liiigaged  in  the  business  of 
buying,  dyeing,  and  selling  sealskins;  that  they  have  j,^,,.- 
been  engaged  in  the  said  business  for  ujiward  of  twenty  '^i"'"'"<'o. 
years,  and  the  said  dei)onont  has  boon  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  fur- 
seal  skins  during  the  whole  of  that  time;  that  he  has  ])ors()nally  handled 
many  thousands  of  said  fur-seal  skins  and  that  he  has  a  gonoral  and 
(lotailod  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  business  of  dealing  in  fnr-soal 
skins  in  tin'-  city  of  Paris,  and  the  character  and  dilfereiice  which  dis- 
tiiignisli  the  several  kinds  of  skins  which  come  on  the  market. 

That  the  said  tirm  of  lievillon  Freres  have  bought  during  the  last 
twentv  voars  upwards  of  400,000  sealskins;  that  nearly 
;ill  of 'tl'icse  skins  have  been  dressed  in  Loiulon,  whore  i^^^L  '''''"'"^   '" 
tlioie  arc  special  facilities  therefor;  that  the  flrm  of  Ke- 
villon Freres  have  tried  several  times  to  dress  the  skins  themselves, 
lint  in  very  small  quantities. 

That  all  the  skins  bought  by  the  said  flrm  of  Kevillon  Freres  are 
(lyo<l  in  France,  and  therefore  the  skins  pass  under  our  eyes  in  the  fid- 
lowing  conditions:  (1)  in  salt  when  we  buy  them  in  London;  (2) 
drossod;  (3)  dyed.  That  deponent  believes  that  the  tirm  of  Kevillon 
Fioros  is  by  far  the  largest  flrm  of  furriers  and  fur- 
doalors  in  France;  that  the  greater  part  of  the  skins  k™,^.^;"'  '''■''''■''  "' 
bought  by  Kevillon  Freres  are  made  up  into  garments, 
cloaks  and  mantles,  but  that  some  of  the  skins  after  having  been  dyoil 
are  sold  to  other  manufacturers. 

That  the  sales  of  sealskins  by  the  said  flrm  of  Kevillon  Freres  havo 
ainounted  for  the  last  twenty  years  to  about  4,000,000  francos  per  >  oar. 

That  the  number  of  persons  employed  by  the  said  tirm  for  the  dyeing, 
scraping,  manufacturing,  lining,  and  for  the  sale  of  the  sealskins,  ia 
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tabont  300,  of  which  tho  giciifcr  pnit  aro  woll  paiM,  on  acconnt  of  their 
work  beiiijj  upon  a  very  valnal>l(^  spcM-ios  of  ini'Uiliandiso,  and  tlnit 
there  are  about  r»()0  or  (>()(>  ixTsons  employed  in  the  industry  in  France, 
exehisive  of  sah'snien,  porters,  ete. 

,,„,.,.      ,      ,,       Tliat  in  tlie  years  from   1S72  to  1877  we  boiifflit  only 

only  land  catcii.  Ahiska  se.uskiiis  (tliiit  IS  to  say,  those  irom  tlio  islands 

of  I'ribilof)  and  tiie  Topjier  catcli,  eomiiif;'  from  Itussiu, 

and  a  few  skins  eomiiig  from  the  ishinds  of  Lobos  and  fiom  the  South 

Seas. 

T„,,  ...         ,      That  hiter  on,  from  the  vr-ar  1878,  we  have  noticed  in 

Introduction     of    ,,       ,         i  i      i.  i    i' •  ii     i  \t-    l      •  xt      ^i 

Northwest  uoast  the  Loiidoii  miiikot  sealskins  called  Victoria  or  North- 
"**'"*■  west  coast  skins,  th(^  ([uaiitity  of  which  is  variable,  but 

which  has  continually  increased  until  last  year,  when  the  total  (luantity 
was  held  at  80,000  skins. 
That  we  have  often  heard,  and  fioindi  lie  rent  sources,  that  the.se  last- 
,,  .,  ,     ,  named  skins  are  in  the  majoritv  the  skins  of  the  feniiiie 

Mostly  fomaloB.  ,       ,,„       ^,  .  a-  ^i     '  i     •  '  i.\      n       \ 

seal.    The  tliiimess  ot  tIk^  hair  upon  the  flanks  seems 
to  confirm  this  assertion,  althoujih  it  is  impossible  tor  us  to  test  the 
absolute  truth  of  this  statement  foi'  ourselves,  tor  when  the  seals  hav(! 
been  dressed  the  si<;ns  of  the  mamiiiiils  disappear.     At  any  rate  th(^ 
emphiyment  of  these  skins  is  much  less  advantageous 
to  our  business  because  there  is  a  great  predominance 
of  small  skins,  which  are  (evidently  those  of  young  seals 
which  are  not  killed  by  the  c(nni)anies  which  have  the 
concessions    for  the   Alaska    and   Copper    sealskins. 
Moreover,  those  Victoria  or  Northwest  coast  sealskins 
iiecauso  riddled  witii  ai'o  riddliMl  with  sliot,  wliicli  vciy  materially  depreci- 
ates their  value,  wiiile  tiie  seals  of  both  the  Alaska  and 
Copper  comi)anies  are  killed  by  a  blow  of  a>  club  upon  the  head,  which 
does  not  at  all  impair  the  (piality  of  the  skin  ajj  regards  its  ultimate 
uses. 
That  the  fact  that  the  auiiu.il  production  of  Victoria  or  Xorthwest 
_.   .    ..      ,      ,   coast  skins  has  increased  in  proportion  as  the  Alaska 

Diminution  of  pood       ,  .  t      ■     •    i       i  \       ■      \-       ^     ^\      ^    •  c  v 

skins  due  to  pelagic  skiiis  luis  diminished  sceiiis  to  indicate  that  it  iewer 
*'"'""s-  Nortliwest  coast  animals  had  been  killed  the  quantity 

of  Alaska  skins  would  not  have  diminished. 
That  we  tirmly  believe  that  if  the  slaughter  of  the  Northwest  coast 
fur-seals  is  not  stopped  or  regulated,  the  Alaska  fur- 
noV  s^uS  Auika  scals  wiU  disappear  entirely,  as  is  the  ease  with  the 
fur-seals  will  disap-  scals  of  the  Shetland  Islands,  from  where  hardly  a 
single  seal  has  been  received  during  the  last  ten  years. 
That  the  annihilation  of  the  seals  would  be  a  very  great  loss  for  our 
country,  for  the  fur  of  the  seal  can  not  be  re])laced  by 
any  other.    It  would  also  be  a  great  loss  for  the  work- 
men who  are  specially  trained  for  the  work  upon  these 
skins. 

Leon  liiiviLLON. 

Sworn  before  me  this  2(5  day  of  June,  1S02. 

[seal.]  Henry  Vignaud, 

Sccrettirif  of  the  Lcfjation  of  the 
United  iStatvn,  at  Faris,  France. 
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TESTIMONY  RELATING  TO  HAIRSHALING  IN  THE  NORTH 

ATLANTIC 


Exporii'iKo. 


Hiintiiij;  harpfloals. 


Deposition  of  James  G.  Joy,  sealer  (master). 

hairsealing  in  nouth  atlantic. 

United  States  Consulate, 
St.  Johns,  NeafoHtidland,  June  20,  isf)2. 

Personally  appeared  before  ine,  Thomas  N.  IMoUoy,  consul  of  the 
United  States  of  America  for  Newfoundland,  James  (Jlavine  .loy,  nnis- 
ter  mariner  of  St.  Johns  aforesaid,  who  being  duly  sworn  before  mo 
upon  his  oath  says : 

I  have  been  twenty  four  years  prosecutinj?  the  s(^al  fisheiy  on  the 
coast  of   Newtbundland,   Labrador,  and  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence,  nine  years  of  which  I  have  cominaiided  a 
steamer. 

I  am  opposed  to  second  trips  to  the  seal  fishery,  as  I  hu.'i'y  to"(ioati<.y'^Vi'Lo 
consider  they  are  calculated  to  destroy  the  sjiecies,  as  siieiios. 
all  the  seals  killed  on  such  trips  are  old  and  mature     soviiityHvo    imm- 
seals  and  at  least  75  per  cent  of  them  are  female  seals,  tri'i'm  (t!iiaiL.""  '*'"'' 

1  am  now  speaking  of  harp-seals,  they  are  principally 
shot  on  the  ice,  but  when  the  ice  packs  they  are  killed 
with  bats.    When  shot  on  open  or  floating  ice  a  large  number  of  them 
escape  into  the  water  and  die  from  bleeding. 

I  should  say  that  for  every  seal  shot  and  captured  three  escape 
wounded,  to  die  in  the  water.  I  have  seen  ten  seals  on 
one  pan  shot  and  wounded  and  all  escaped.  To  kill 
and  capture  the  seal,  the  bullet  must  lodge  in  the  head;  if  it  strikes 
any  part  of  the  body  the  seal  will  manage  to  get  to  the  edge  of  the 
pan  and  escape  into  the  water.  I  know  from  my  own  knowledge  that 
the  number  of  seals  brought  in  on  secoml  trips  is  yearly  de<'rcas- 
ing,  and  that  the  fishery  is  being  depleted  by  the  pros- 
ecution of  this  trip.  Apart  from  the  luimber  of  old, 
mature,  and  female  seals  destroyed,  the  hunting  necessary  for  their 
capture  prevents  the  male  and  female  coming  together  as  soon  as  they 
otherwise  would,  and  makes  the  whole  siiecies  more  wary  and  more 
ditflcult  to  capture  each  year,  so  much  so  that  even  at  a  distance  of 
from  4  to  5  miles,  the  smoke  of  a  steamer  blowing  over 
the  ice  in  the  direction  of  the  seals  will  cause  them  imme- 
diately to  leave  the  ice  aiul  take  to  the  water. 

On  the  first  trip  a  good  many  seals  are  shot  in  the  water  as  at  that 
season  of  the  year,  the  month  of  March,  they  are  fat     ,, ,_         ,  , 
and  will  float,  but  on  the  second  trip  in  Ai)ril  tliey  are  huntinf;  on  Hrst  and 
seldom  fired  at  in  the  water,  for  if  shot  they  immedi-  second  trips. 
diately  sink;  except  you  are  very  close  to  thcin  and  very  quick  you 
can  not  secure  on  3  of  them. 
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TESTIMONY    RELATING   TO   HAIRSEALINO. 


]lo<Hl-A0nl8. 


The  liood-seals  arc  generally  in  faiuilies,  male,  female, 
and  young. 

Seals  liiivo  been  taken  the  past  seasoiiH  on  the  east  coast  of  Green- 
land with  S.  iS.  (J.  shot  in  thenij  this  kind  of  shot  is  only  used  by  seal- 
eis  on  the  Newfoundland  coast. 

Jamks  (r.  Joy, 
Maakr  Mariner. 
Attested, 

[SEAL.J  TlIOS.  K.  iMoLLOY, 

United  iStaten  Consul. 


AjUidavii  of  Richard  Pike,  sealer  {master). 

hairsealing  in  north  atlantic. 

United  States  (!onsulate, 
St.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  June  HI,  iKttS. 

Persoually  appeared  before  me,  Thos.  N.  MoUoy,  consul  of  the  United 
States  of  America  for  Newfoundland,  Kichard  Pike,  master  mariner  of  St. 
Johns  aforesaid,  who  being  duly  sworn  before  me,  upon 
xperonue.  hisoatlisays:  I  am  a  master  mariner.    I  have  been  en- 

gaged in  the  prosecution  of  the  seal  lishery  on  the  coasts  of  Labrador  and 
Newfoundland  for  forty -four  years,  twenty  years  of  which  1  have  been 
„       ^        .      ,    master  of  a  steamer.     I  can  not  speak  of  the  percentages 
taken  on  •'s.'coud  ot  scals  taken  on  a  " sccoud  trip,"  uor  ot  the  scx.  Nearly 

trip. 

'■  nt'dlamrra"     am 
olil "  Liii'i)  s"  taken. 


How  scaling  is  car 
ried  on. 


Wastooflife. 


Opposed  to  "  second 
trips." 

i:ai)id  dpcreaso  of 
seals  caused  by  "  sec- 
ond trips." 


Habits  of  harp  seal. 


all  the  seals  taken  are  bedlamers  and  old  har])s.  The 
"vsecond  trip"  generally  covers  the  month  of  April. 
Nearly  all  seals  taken  on  the  ''second  trip"  are  shot  on 
open  and  Moating  ice.  V'ery  fe^Y  iwe  f^hot  in  the  water, 
for  if  hit  there  is  very  little  chance  of  their  capture, 
as  they  sink  immediately.  They  are  seldom  or  never 
tired  at  in  the  water,  for  nnh'ss  they  are  very  ch»se  there  is  very  little 
chance  of  their  being  recovered.  Fully  one-third  of  tlu; 
seals  shot  on  the  ice  are  lost,  for  when  wounded  they 
manage  to  crawl  to  the  edge  of  the  i)an  and  into  the  water,  and  when 
once  in  the  water  they  sink  or  die  from  theii-  wounds. 

Seals  shot  in  the  water  in  the  month  jf  March  can  be  recovered,  as 
PifTerenro  between  tlicy  are  fat  aiid  ill  g,)od  condition,  and  float,  but  in 
^'"'\".rii"  '^''"'' '' ""''  f'li*"  latter  part  of  x\pril,  when  shot,  they  sink  immedi- 
"' "  ''"  '  ately.    I  am  strongly  against  "second  tri))S,"  as  in  my 

oi)ini(m  they  aroiausing  a  rapid  decline  in  the  indus- 
try, likely  to  lead  to  the  extermination  of  the  species 
by  the  killing  of  old  and  mature  seals,  and  thedestruc 
tion  caused  by  the  use  of  firearms.  Some  of  the  men 
resident  in  the  northern  harbors,  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  actual 
killing  of  the  seal  can  give  more  particular  inftu-matiim  as  to  the  age 
and  sex  of  the  seals  killed.  The  young  harp-seal  takes 
to  the  water  about  the  lioth  of  March,  but  when  they 
"ride"  the  itte  and  tiie  ,ice  closes  they  are  killed  by 
batting,  that  is,  when  the'ice  is  januned,  and  they  can 
Lot  escape  into  the  water. 

Richard  Pike, 

Master  Mariner. 
Attested. 
[seal.]  Thos.  N.  Molloy, 

United  States  Consul, 


Battnig. 
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TESTIMONY  RELATING  TO  ANTARCTIC  SEALING. 
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Deposition  of  James  W.  Jiiuliurfton,  scaler  {mmtir). 

antarctic  sealing  and  liookekies. 

District  of  Coluivibia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss: 

Capt.  James  W.  Budington,  boinj?  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I 
am  53  years  of  age,  a  resident  of  Gr<ttoii,  C<mn.,  and 
a  master  mariner.  Since  1871  I  have  made  several  ''per'nce. 
voyages  to  the  southern  hemisphere  for  the  pur^iose  of  seal  hunting,  and 
iiin  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  ishuids  and  coasts  about  Cape  Horn 
iind  in  the  southern  Atlantic  Ocean  where  fur-seals  have  been  taken.  1 
also  studied,  as  far  as  I  was  able,  the  habits  and  conditions  of  the  fur- 
seal  of  the  southern  seas. 

Fatagonia. — The  seal  rookeries  of  Pijtagonia  lie  along  the  eastern 
coast,  south  of  about  latitude  42°,  and  up  the  western 
coast  to  the  Gulf  of  Penas.  Formerly  these  regions  i„'i'88i!™d"i88S."' 
ahound  in  seals,  but  now  there  are  not  enough  to  pay 
lor  the  hunting,  in  1881  I  took  GOO  seals  off  the  western  coast  at 
rictou  opening.  In  1888-'89 1  again  visited  the  coast,  but  only  obtained 
4  skins.  Great  quantities  have  been  taken  from  the  eastern  coast,  but 
at  i>resent  there  are  no  seals  there. 

Terra  (hi  Faego  and  the  islands  in  the  vicinity. — These  islands  were  at 
one  time  very  abundant  in  seals,  and  weie  consideied 

a ng  the  best  rookeries.    I  visited  them  in  ]870-'8O  ,i, .f'rt'.'i:;; m.a  nriii,'! 

and  took  5,000  skins.     On  my  last  voyage,  in  18!M-'0i*,   hw\w^  fxia n.is  1  u 
1  took  only  900,  and  the  majority  ot  these  came  trom 
another  portion  of  the  coast,  which  had  not  been  worked  for  twelve  or 
lifteen  years.    Thousands  of  skins  had  formerly  been  taken  from  these 
islands,  but  the  animals  are  practically  extinct  there  to-day. 

Falldand  Islands. — At  one  time  these  islaiuls  were  very  abundant 
ill  seal  life,  but  excessive  ami  indiscriminate  killing  F.iikiiiniiKiiinds 
lias  nearly  annihilated  theju;  this  fact  was  recognized  mokViUs'  muriy  du- 
liy  the  government  of  the  islands,  which  passed  an  ordi-  i''''"'' 
nance  in  1881  establishing  a  close  seascni  from  October  cioso  so.-vsou  estau- 
t(»  April  for  the  islands  and  the  seas  adjacent  thereto. 
My  understanding  of  this  ordinance  was  that  the  (Government  would 
seize  any  vessel  taking  seals  close  to  or  within  15  or 
-{)  miles  of  the  islands. 

been  allowed  to  take  seals  between  the  Falklands  and 
Beauehene  Island,  28  miles  distant,  which  is  consideied  part  of  the 
group.    I  understood  this  ordinance  was  passed  on  the  ground  that 

6<J3 
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tbo  seal  resorting  to  these  isliiii<l.s  was  the  property  of  the  Govern. 

incut  and  tlu'refore  it  had  a  right  to  protect  them 
pro,"n""TrH*ai'l^'ri  every  whcrt;.  Tiie  Government,  however,  guvelicensrs 
riniiii.;  |)ini.Ti  tiimii  ^o  ccrtiiln  parties  at  from  JC80  to  £100  a  year  to  talic, 
cvorywhoie.  ^^  _^j^  ,liiiiiig  tlic  chtsc  sca.soii.    On  a«"connt  of  tlM>.' 

licenses  I  thinli  tln^  clVeci  of  the  ordinance  is  nuUilled,  althoiijili  the 

islands  are  well  guarded,  and  seals  have  inc.onsrd 
M...imcHK>anto.i.      ^,^^,^  ^j^^j^,^  jj.  .^j.  .|,|^  bccauso  of  allowiug  huutii.'i  to 

take  i)hice  nuder  tliese  licen.ses. 

Sotitli  (U'oiui'm  Island. — This  island  at  one  time  produced  many  thot 

.sand  skins.  I  visited  it,  in  1874  and  got  1,450  skins, 
soiitii  coiKia  iH-  |^„j-  ^^  i,,„|  |,gj>„  visited  live  years  before,  when  Stio 

lunnr(H)kfnes  111  1874.       .  .  ,    ,  ,       ,  /,  i       i    i  x    i  i 

skins  were  taken,  and  where  tho.se  had  been  taken  1 
I  found  a  new  rookery  which  had  not  been  worked,  to  my 
knowledge,  and  then  I  got  the  remainder.  In  187")  ."» 
vessels  visited  the  island  ami  got  (500  seals.  Tlu^  next 
season  4  vessels  again  wcn-ked  it,  getting  110.  Siiico 
that  time,  until  January,  1892,  it  had  not  been  worked, 
and  in  thiit  month  I  got  from  there  l.'i5  skins,  none, 
however,  coming  from  the  old  rookeries.  The  seals  on 
South  Gecn'gia  are  jirat^tieally  e.vtinct. 

SoKtk  Shetlaml  Inlands. — The  .shores  of  these  islands  were  once  C(t\ 
eied  with  seals,  but  there  are  practically  none  there 
now.  I  don't  think  100  skins  could  be  taken  from  tliero 
at  the  present  time,  while  I  have  known  of  1  vessel 
taking  (»0,000  in  a  season.  Since  my  experience  began, 
however,  the  biggest  catch  was  13,000  by  a  fleet  of 
4  vessels;  that  was  in  ]871-'72.  1  was  there  at  that 
time.  The  next  year  we  took  about  12,000,  the  fleet  consisting  of  (J 
vessi^ls.  In  1873-'74  our  lleet  of  7  vessels  took  about  5,000.  Up  to 
about  1880  from  100  to  200  seals  were  taken  annually  from  these  islands. 
Since  1880  the  rookeries  were  not  worked  till  l888-'89.  That  seasoi  I 
visited  the  islands  and  took  39  skins.  1  again  went  there  this  year 
and  took  41. 
Sandwich  Land. — In  187o-'7t)  I  visited  these  islands;  there  were  3  or  1 
vessels  in  the  tleet.  \Ve  searched  the  southern  islands 
and  found  nothing.  One  vessel  went  to  the  nortlifin 
islands  and  took  about  2,000  skins.  In  187()-'77  1  was 
there  again,  the  fleet  eonsi.sting  of  0  vessels.  We  took  altogetlier 
ab(mt4,(M(0.  The  next  season  some  vessels  again  visited  the  islands,  hut 
did  not  take  100  seals.  In  I880-'81  2  vessels  stoi)ped  there,  but  got  no 
skins.  From  that  time  until  1  called  there  this  season  they  had  not 
been  worked.  1  took  400  skins.  Perhaps  200  more  c<mld  be  taken 
T>-  .,.•   11  1    i„*  1  there,  but  not  more,  and  that  would  clear  them  iiii, 

Practicnllyaoiiletnl.  j.       i      i.   i-  i  •     i  ^   t  .1  i      .  1  • 

except  what  lew  young  .seals  might  live  thr<mgh  tins 
Loboa  Islands  J  seals  season.    I  luivc  ucvcr  bccu  Oil  the  Lobos  Islands,  but 
"''*'■  in  passing  the  mouth  of  the  I*'atte  in  September  1 

have  .seen  seals  in  the  water  a  hundred  miles  from  the  islands. 
Extermination. — All  these  regions  are  i)aitieularly  favorable  for  seal 
...  ,. .  life;  the  raw,  damp  atmosphere,  absence  of  sunshine 
8imiiart<)  those  of  tiio  aud  uiiiiihabited  conditions  being  most  advantageous 
Pribiiof  Islands.  ^q  i\^q  existciice  of  the  species.  All  these  regions  de- 
scribed are  uninhabited  excepting  the  Falkland  Islands  and  Terra  del 
Fuego,  the  latter  being  inhabited  by  the  Indians,  who  only  visit  a  lew 
of  the  inshore  rookeries. 


.Sandwich    Laud 
ror>kei'i('s. 
Pecri'aso. 
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MiiiiiiKr  orHi'nllfiK. 

Tln^ 


From  htindreds  of  thousands  of  seals  resorting  to  tliese  islainls  and 
coasts,  the  numbers  have  been  rediu-ed  to  a  few  linn- 
tlre«ls,  wliii'h  seek  the  land  in  scattered  bands  and  rush 
to  the  sea  on  the  npproaeli  of  man. 

Manner  of  seolivff. — Wlien  I  first  begun  sealing  in 
IS71  tiiese  rookeri(ss  had  not  been  worked  for  twenty- 
live  ov  thirty  years,  and  the  seals  hnd  had  a.  chance  to  increase, 
seals  wt^re  then  very  tame,  and  wi^re  all  killed  with  clul)s.  So  tame 
\v(^re  tiiey  you  could  go  around  imong  tiiem  like  you  could  among  cattle, 
and  at  one  phu'e  they  wouldn't  get  out  of  the  way,  so  had  to  be  knocke(l 
in  the  head  in  order  to  nmke  room  to  set  up  a  t«Mit.  Before  1880,  how- 
ever, the  seals  had  be<!ome  wild  from  Imnting,  ami  wo 
liad  to  use  guns,  killing  them  on  tiie  rookeries  ami  in 
I  lie  water,  wherever  we  ccmld  get  at  them. 

Wa^te  of  life. — We  killed  everything,  old  and  young, 
that  we  could  get  in  gunshot  of,  excepting  the  black 
pups,  whose  skins  were  unmarketable,  and  most  all  of  these  died  of 
starvation,  having  no  means  of  sustenance,  or  else  were 


FiroariniiaiDvulH80. 


Wostoof  life. 


lilled  by  a  sort  of  buzzard,  when  the  mother  seals,  hav- 


StarvBtloii  of  imps. 


ing  been  destroyed,  were  unable  to  protect  them  longer.  So  too  these 
I»ir<l8  ate  the  carcasses  of  the  dead  i)Ui»s  and  little  traces  were  to  be 
I'ound  of  the  bodies.  The  seals  in  all  these  localities  have  been  de- 
stroyed entirely  by  this  indis(rriminate  killing  of  old  and  young,  male 
and  female.  If  the  seals  in  these  regions  had  been  ]uotect<'d  and  only 
a  certain  number  of  "dogs"  (young  nnile  seals  unable  to  hold  their 
jtositions  on  the  beaches)  aUowed  to  be  killed,  tliese  islands  and  coasts 
wiudd  be  again  populous  with  seal  life.  Tlu;  seals  would  certainly  not 
have  decreased  and  would  have  produced  an  annual  supply  of  skins 
tor  all  times. 

As  it  is,  however,  seals  in  the  Antarctic  regions  are 
l>raetically  extinct,  and  I  have  given  up  the  business  iiracUcaiiyVxtinctl*''* 
as  being  unprofitable.     The  whole  annual  «!atch  for 
7  vessels  has  not  exceeded  2,000  skins  for  the  last  four  years. 

Habits. — The  "wigs"  (the  old  male  seals)  are  the  tirst  .seals  to  arrive 
Oil  the  rookeries;  coming  alxmt  the  middle  of  October. 
They  flght  for  advantageous  places  on  the  beaches  and     "^^'s»"  [ijun»]. 
never  leave  their  positions  after  once  biiing  established.    The  females 
or  "  clap-matches "  come  a  month  later  and  art!  eap- 
tiued  by  the  "  wigs"  wlut  get  as  nuiiiy  as  they  can  take  [..owj"^'""*"''^*" 
rare  ot    We  never  killed  the  seals  until  the  females 
liad  arrived.    When  I  first  went  to  these  regions  a  "pod"  or  family 
consisted  of  a  "wig"  and  12  or  15  "clap-matches,"  but 
this  year  everything  was  disorganized  and  not  nuu-e     "i""'''*  '  [''aroms]. 
Iliaii  2 or  .3  seals  were  together;  sometimes  there  being  1  "clap-match" 
and  2  "  wigs."    There  were  in  1801  alxnit  as  many  "wigs"  as  "elap- 
inatches."    This  equality  of  numbers  of  the  sexes  on  the  rookeries  is 
unnatural,  as  the  seals  are  polygamous.    The  cause  of  tlie  great  falling 
olfin  the  number  of  "clap- matches"  is  we  used  to  kill  a  <h)zen  females 
to  one  male,  and  so  not  only  the  males  are  in  excess  but 
tiie  species  has  been  destroyed  by  killing  the  producers.  j^.Jj"«|j|'»i'»P'»"«>paiiy 
Tiie  pups  are  born  on  the  rookeries  ami  are  unable  to 
swim  till  six  or  eight  weeks  of  age.    If  one  gets  washed     ^'"^''* 
oil'  the  rocks  before  that  time  it  is  drowned.    A  pup  born  in  the  water 
or  on  the  kelp  would  certainly  perish.    I  don't  think  a 
imp  is  weaned  till  he  is  four  months  old.     I  am  also  uJtura£'°  ^^'^^  **"' 
convinced  that  copulation  takes  place  on  laud  before 
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they  migrate;  tlie  period  of  gestation  being  sibout  eleven  luonths.  Tlie 
seals  leave  the  roolceiies  in  March  when  ice  begins  to  form  around  the, 
islands  and  the  snow  commences  to  tall.    The  Terra  del  Fnego  iiii,l 

Patagonian  seals  however  never  leave  the  rookeries  or 
Migration.  ^^^  waters  In  the  vicinity,  only  going  out  into  the  in- 

land waters  in  search  of  food.  About  Terra  del  Fuego  no  ice  forms 
and  no  snow  falls  that  remains.  The  temperature  remains  about  tlie 
same  summer  and  winter.  I  think  if  ice  formed  there  and  there  was 
much  change  in  the  temperature  the  seals  would  migrate  northward  to 
warmer  waters.  Seals  always  go  back  to  the  same  rookery  after  a  mi- 
gration and  generally  endeavor  to  get  the  same  position  on  a  beach. 
In  all  these  localities  the  sky  is  constantly  overcast,  the  sun  never 

shines  lor  more  than  an  hour  or  two  at  a  time,  and 
tio^Js.**"""   condi-  arouud  the  more  southern  islands  fogs  are  very  pre\;i- 

lent.    The  temperature  is  always  cold  and  damp,  beiny 
about  40°  F.  during  the  summer. 
Killing  seals  without  reference  to  age  or  sex  is  bound  to  exterminate 

the  species  in  a  very  short  time,  and  it  seems  to  me 
sar'y"*''''''^''"  "*"'**'  that  uulcss  something  is  done  in  the  northern  sealing 

grounds  the  industry  will  soon  be  as  unprotitable  as  it 
is  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere. 

J.   W.   BUDINGTON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  tlie 
District  of  Columbia,  this  otli  day  of  May,  18l>2. 
[L.  a.]  Sevellon  a.  Bkown. 


Deposition  of  George  Comer,  sealer  {mate). 
antarctic  sealing. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss  : 

George  Comer,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  34  years 
of  age,  and  a  resident  of  l']ast  Haddam,  Conn.     Since 

Experionoa.  1879  I  havo  bccu  engaged  in  sealing  in  the  Soutli- 

ern  Hemisphere  and  was  out  every  year  except  two 
seasons  up  to  1889.  I  visited  on  these  voyages  Cape  Horn,  Soutli 
Georgia,  the  Islaads  of  Tristan  d'Aciinlia,  Goughs  Island,  the  Crozets 
and  Kerguelen  islands.  I  have  observed  the  habits  of  the  seals  fre- 
quenting these  localities,  and  I  spent  fourteen  consecutive  months  on 
one  Island,  called  by  us  West  Cliff,  located  on  the  coast  of  Chile,  about 
a  hundred  miles  north  of  the  straits  of  Magellan.      On  that  cruise 

Tierra  iM  Fuogo  ^^''^  ^'^''^^'^  ^^^^'^^  ycars  away  from  liome,  all  of  which  tim(; 
and  coasts  i)f  Tutaa'"  was  spcut  about  Terra  del  Fnego  and  the  "oasts  of  Pat- 
au umi  ciiUo.  agoniaand  Chile.  During  tliese  three  years  (1871)  to 
188'J)  our  cat(;h  was  4,000  seals,  2,000  of  which  were  taken  the  first 
year,  and  we  practicially  cleaned  tlie  rookeries  out.     In  188.j  to  1880,  I 

South  Georgia         visitcd  South  Georgia  as  mate  of  a  vessel.     We  had 

heard  reports  of  the  number  of  seals  formerly  taken 

there,  but  we  did  not  get  a  seal,  and  only  saw  one.     Li  1887,  while  I 

^  was  ou  Goughs   Island,  the  vessel  went  over  to  Soutii 

cxoughsiaiana.  Qeorgia  and  took  3  steals.  In  the  summer  of  1887  wc 
i«n  tiiamis"^ '^"'^^*''  P»t  six  nieii  Oil  Goughs  Island,  and  then  went  to  tlio 
«ii  .am 8.  Crozets  and  Kerguelen  Island,  c(»mnionly  called  Deso- 

lation Island.    On  oui-  return,  nine  months  after,  the  gang  had  takcu 
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about  40  or  .50  skins.  Years  before  the  Enfjlish  had  had  the  w^orking  of 
Goughs  Island,  and  had  run  the  business  out,  so  there  were  practically 
no  seal  there.  We  put  a  jiau<;-  ou  the  Crozi^ts,  ex[)ecting  to  do  well. 
They  staid  there  five  months  and  took  three  seals. 

The  English  at  Cape  Town  Iiad  recommended  us  to  go  there,  because 
they  said  that  formerly  they  had  taken  a,  great  number  of  skins  there. 
^Ve  went  to  Kerguelen  Island,  and  tli(ue  I  had  charge  of  the  scaling. 
We  staid  about  four  months,  and  took  18  seals.     I'rior  to  this  visit  I 
had  spent  live  months  at  Kerguelen   Island,  and  we  tluMi  took  0  seals; 
tiiat  was  in  the  winter  of  188;>  and  1S81.     About  IS.IO  this  island  was 
visited  by  an  American,  who  pratttically  (dean<Ml  otl  the  seals.    The 
captain  I  shipped  with,  Joseph   Fuller,  visited  the  island  in  1880  and 
took  3,000  seals,  practically  all  there,  were;  and  tliis  was  the  increase 
tor  the  thirty  years  from  18.50.     While  I  was  at  Cape 
Town  I  saw  a 'gang  start  out  for  sealing  on  that  coast;     '-'i'""'  •■'""i  ""i"'- 
the  rookeries  I  understood  to  be  about  ^.l  miles  from  Cape  Town.     They 
are  in  the  possession  or  control  of  a  company,  as  I  was  then  infoniied, 
whicdi  has  the  exclusive  right  to  take  seals  there.     We  did  not  dare  to 
go  to  those  rookeries,  because  sealing  was  i)r(diibited,  and  we  would 
not  have  been  allowed  to  take  them  in  the  waters  adjacent  th<'ret(>. 
Argentina  also  claimed  possession  of  Staten  Laud  at 
Cai)e  Horn,  and  since  about  1882  or  1883  we  have  not  ^^'''''''i'''-''^- 
been  allowed  to  take  seals  at  tiiat  ))oint  or  in  the  wateis  near  there, 
although  the  citi;:e;ig  of  Argentina  themselves  have  taken  seals  there 
(■\ cry  year,  as  I  understand  and  believe.    In  the  lirst 
l)ait'  of  a  season  we  nevc^r  disturbed  the  rookeries  we     '^i'""'«'-"''H.ntins. 
\  islted,  always  letting  the  seals  come  on  shore;  then  Ave  would  kill 
them  on  land  with  clul)s  or  riHes.    During  the  latter  ])art  of  a  season 
tlie  seals  become  very  wild,  and  we  used  to  shoot  them  iii  the  water 
from  boats.     When  we  shoot  them  in  the  water  we  lose 
certainly  three  (Hit  of  live  we  kill  by  sinking,  imkI  we   ^^ "■*'""' '•'"'• 
also  wounded  a  great  many  n>ore.     Shooting  seals  in  the  water  is  the 
most  destructive  method  of  taking  them  as  comi)ared  with  the  number 
of  skins  we  have  to  show  for  our  work. 

The  shores  occupied  by  all  these  rookeries  I  have  mentioiu'd  are  of 
nuich  the  sanu?  character;  there  is  a  narrow  beach 
line  from  which  cliffs  rise  abruptly  to  the  height  of 
75  to  l.^'U  feet;  through  these  are  narrow  crevasses 
in  the  rocks  or  small  ravines,  where  streams  How  into  the  sea;  it  is  at 
8U(di  points  the  seals  are  to  be  found.  The  animals  clamber  up  these 
rocks,  often  going  where  it  is  impossible  for  man  to  go.  The  climates  of 
these  localities  is  peculiar.  The  sky  is  constantly  overcast,  and  during 
the  summer  the  average  temperature  would  be  between  40'^  and  45°  F. 
liain  falls  nearly  ever\  day,  keei»ing  the  atmosphere  constantly  moist, 
l)ut  no  hard  storms  take  place,  tlie  i-ain  falling  in  misty  showers.  Dur- 
ing the  lourteen  months  I  ])assed  at  West  Clilf.  heretofore  mentioned,  I 
had  an  excellent  opiiortunity  to  examine  and  study  the  seals  which  fre- 
(|uent  that  coast.  Along  the  coasts  and  islands  near  Cape  Horn  snow 
does  not  fall  to  any  extent,  and  never  remains  for  any  length  of  time. 
No  ice  forms  along  the  shore.  There  is  veiy  little  ditfenMUie  in  the 
I  emperature  of  winter  and  summer.    The  seals  inhab-      „,. 

•  ,•,,  ,  J  i'j.ij.1  •  Uabits  ol  tut)  .seals. 

It iiig  these  shores  do  not  migrate,  but  always  remain 

on  or  near  the  land,  only  going  a  short  distance  in  .search  of  food,  and 

at  all  seasons  and  in  every  month  of  the  year  .seals  can  be  found  ou 

shore.    Toward  the  latter  ])art  of  October  the ''wigs,"  ^         „ 

or  lull  grown  males,  begin  to  congregate  on  the  bitted-         **"*' 

ing  rookeries.    A  "wig''  weighs  anywhere  from  250  to  500  pounds, 
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and  must  be  four  or  five  years  old  before  he  has  strength  and  endur 
ance  enouf>h  to  maintain  a  i)lace  on  the  rookery. 

The  battles  for  position  between  the  rival  "  wigs"  are  most  fierce,  but 
at  last  they  all  get  their  places,  and  await  the  coniiii«,' 

"Clap matches.'       ^^.  ^j^^^  ^^  ^,j-^^^  luatclies,"  or  females.    About  the  lOtli  of 

November  the  females  begin  to  arrive,  and  land  on  the  breeding  rook- 
eries.  Each  "  wig  "  gets  about  liitn  as  many  "  clap  matches "  as  he  can, 
the  average  number,  I  sliouM  say,  being  from  ten  to  twenty.  Tim 
"wig"  never  allows  tiie  "clap  matfh"  to  leave  iiis  harem  for  some  tiiin', 
always  seizing  her  and  dragging  her  back  if  she  attempts  to  gi;  into  llic 
water.  Almost  immediately  on  landing  the  female  drops  he:  ])up.  it 
seldom  being  more  than  a  day  after  tliey  iiome  on  shore.    A  "clap 

match"  giv<^s  birth  to  only  one  pup,  ex(;ept  in   raic 

instaiu'cs,  when  she  has  two.  1  never  saw  bnt  one  case 
where  a  "dapmatch"  had  more  than  one  pup  at  abirth.  Within  a  few- 
days  after  the  birth  of  the  pup  the  "clap  nnitch"  is  served  by  flic 
"  wig."  After  b(;ing  served  the  "  wig"  lets  her  go  into  the  water  to  feed, 
as  she  has  to  do  in  order  that  she  may  nurse  her  pup.  The  i)up  when 
born  weighs  alxtut  f(mr  or  rtve  ])ouiuls,  and  is  covered  with  shiny  black 
hair,  beneath  which  there  is  no  fur.  When  four  or  five  months  old  tliis 
black  hair  is  shed,  and  new  hair  of  a  brownish-gray  color  comes  our. 
and  the  fur  appears  beneath  it.  A  ])ui)  does  not  go  into  the  water  until 
he  is  three  or  four  months  old,  and  then  he  works  in  gradually  from  tlie 
l)uddles  into  the  su- f,  and  I  have  seen  "clap  matches"  in  stormy 
weather  pick  up  their  i)ups  in  their  mouths  and  carry  them  out  of  rea<li 

of  till'  tvaves.  A])ui)  Ixun  in  the  water  or  on  a  bed  of 
wru'ryo"*kl,'ip."  "'   '^*''P  svould  certaiidy  be  drowiuid,  and  during  all   my 

e.\p(  iicMce  I  never  saw  a  black  puj)  seal  on  kelp  or  in 
the  watei.  Until  t'.ie[»up  sheds  his  black  hair  he  is  entirely  dependent; 
on  his  motl.cis'  milk  for  sustenance. 

I  have  never  seen  a  "  dap  match  "  suijkling  more  than  one  pup,  and  it 
is  my  impression  that  a  "clap  match"  would  not  nurse  any  pup  except 
her  own,  for  I  have  seen  her  tlirow  other  pups  aside  and  pick  out  one  pai- 
ticular  one  from  the  whole  number  on  the  rookery.  A  black  pup  walks 
on  all  fours,  raising  his  b;)dy  more  from  the  ground  than  an  older  seal, 
and  appears  to  be  more  of  a  land  animal  than  his  elders.  All  seals  can 
move  very  rapidly  on  land  when  tVn'(!e(l  to  do  so,  and  seiMu  to  have  re- 
markable powers  of  land  lo;',(»moti(»n  when  the  formation  of  tlu'-ir  flip 
]>ers  and  body  are  taken  into  consideration.  The  yitiing  "  wigs"  or 
nonbieeding  males,  not  being  allowed  on  the  roDktu'ics,  Inu-d  by  them- 
selves, and  iiev(ir  molest  the  harems.  About  the  L'Oth  of  November  \vc 
used  to  begin  killing,  and  up  to  that  time  the  "  wigs"  iiad  never  left 
their  i)Ositions  to  feed  or  <liink.  1  do  not  know  how  mu(;h  long(U'  they 
would  have  staid  then- lasting  if  we  had  not  molested  them.  Youiil; 
"wigs"  go  into  the  water,  but  dniing  the  breeding  season  hang  around 
the  rookeries,  never  going  far  from  shore.  If  there  had  been  strict 
regulations  enforced,  allowing  us  to  kill  only  young  "wigs,"  and  not  to 
disturb  the  breeding  seals,   I  am  (lonvinced,  and  have  no  doubt,  that 

all  these  rookeries  would  be  full  of  seals  to-day.  It  has 
nawouoi'uio'soai™''  ''**^*'"  '^''*'  indiscriminate  killing  which  has  caused  tlu' 

l)ractical  extermination  of  fur-seals  in  the  southern 
hemisidiere. 

Gkoiigk  Comer. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mo,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  tiic 
District  of  Columbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  loth  day  of  .Iniie,  189L'. 

[L.  ^.]  SeVELLON  a.  liliOWN. 
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TESTIMONY  RELATING  TO  TRIBILOP  NATIVES. 


Prpositio)}  of  Dr.  IT.  TT.  MeTntyrc,  svpcriiitciulciif   of  Altisla  Commcr- 
cial  Compami  on  the  Pribilof  Lsldiuls  {hs;o-S!>.) 


*  CONDITION   OF  TUE  NATIVES. 


Si.iTB  OF  Vermont, 

Orange  County,  ss: 

II.  H.  Mclntyre,  of  Kandolph,  in  said  county, liaving  been  duly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says:  1  am  48  years  old  and  a  na-  p.  ,.. 
tive  of  Vermont.  I  went  to  Alaska  in  ISOS  and  to  the  -''^•"■"^'"■o- 
i'ribilof  Islands  in  18G0  as  special  United  States  Treasury  agent,  and 
was  employed  in  actual  service  as  superintendent  of  the  seal  fisheries 
of  Alaska  for  the  late  lessees  from  1870  to  188i>,  inclusive,  and  in  these 
capacities  1  visited  the  neal  islands  of  Alaska  every  year  covered  by 
the  above  dates  except  the  years  18S3, 1884,  and  1885,  and  gained  most 
intimate  acquaintance  with  everything  in  and  about  the  seal  fisheries 
and  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands.  It  Avas  my  duty  during  all 
this  time  to  see  that  they  were  provided  with  everything  necessary  to 
snccessfnlly  carry  on  the  seal-fishing  business  and  witli  all  sui>plies 
of  every  description  required  for  the  comfort  and  well-being  of  tlie  in- 
liabitants  of  the  islands. 

In  the  matter  of  the  preservation  of  the  fur-seals  these  inhabitanta 
should  receive  some  consideration.  Their  ancestors 
were  carried  to  the  Pribih)f  group  more  than  a  century  ^  nopi'ii'ipnfo  «>"  Hoai 
igo,  and  the  majority  of  the  present  generation  have 
iieen  born  and  bred  where  they  now  live.  They  nund)er  at  present 
;il)out  350  people  who  know  no  other  home,  and  few  of  whom 
have  ever  seen  any  other  land  than  the  islands  on  whi(di  they 
live.  Tliey  are  a  simple-niinded,  docile,  good-natured 
people,  far  above  the  average  aboriginal  inha!)ita!it 
oi  the  country  in  intelligence,  as  indeed,  might  be  e\|»ected  of 
them  in  this  generation,  from  the  fact  that  the  Aleutian  l)1o()d  in  tlieir 
\('ins  is  already  very  much  mixed  with  that  of  a  bettei-  cpiality  from 
llussian  and  vVmerican  stock.  Very  lew,  if  any,  thoroughbied  Aleuts 
;ire  to  be  found  in  Alaska  at  the  jn-esent  day.  All  are 
devout  Christians  and  carne^•t  believers  in  the  faith  of 
the  Greco-Russian  Church,  (d)scrving  all  its  outward  tbrms,  and  ]H'ac- 
ticing,  perhaps,  as  many  of  the  virtues  it  inculcates  as  the  average  ad- 
herent of  orthodox  Ciiristiaiiity. 

V^ery  little  is  known  of  these  people  under  lirissian  regime  in  the 
early  part  of  this  century.     Jf  their  traditions  are  td  be 
relied  upon  they  were  hardly  betti  r  olf  at  this  tinu'  than   it^Z!^!coml!!!;iyl^''' 
when  in  absolute  barbarism.     Their  rulers  were  hard 
taskmasters  and  were  themselves  but  incagerly  supplied    with  such 
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TESTIMONY 


articles  as  would  liave  matoiially  1mOi)C(1  tbo  natives  if  tliey  oonld  hiivc 
„,,  .  ,    ,,,  liad  them.    TIk'v  labored  under  the  disadvaiitajic  <it 

living-  in  a  cold,  barren,  treeless  country  and  liaviny-  to 
depend  for  buihlinj>'  material  upon  the  driltwood  tlirown  ui)on  tli(  ir 
sIku'cs  from  tlie  rivers  ein])tyin{>'  into  lierin^  8ea.  It  was,  tlieicfoiv. 
impossible  for  them  to  make  niueli  pniiircss,  mi  matter  what  the  teacli- 
injj  or  tlie example  set  before  them  may  liave  been  wliil<^  livinj;,  as  tiny 
were,  in  their  <lamp,  tilthy  subterrancai:  liouses;  and  more  impossililc 
for  tiiem  to  live  otlierwiso  tlian  uudergroun<l  until  they  were  furnislicd 
with  fuel  and  building  material. 

These  were  never  supplied  by  the  Russians,  and  the  Americans  ac 
cordingly  tbiind  tiiein,  upon  tiie  cession  of  the  territory  to  the  United 
States.  living  in  miserable,  unhealthy  hovels  totally  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  The  supports  for  the  thatched  roofs  and  turf  sides  of  their 
houses  consisted  of  the  ))ieces  of  driftwood  or  the  jaw  bones  of  whales; 
light  was  adMiitted  thnnigh  the  opaijue  medium  of  raw  sea  lion  skins, 
stretched  and  shaved;  the  chimney  was  a  hole  in  theroof,  over  which  a 

skin  was  drawn  to  retain  the  heat  after  the  fire  went 
""'"'^'  out;  their  fuel  eonsiste<l  of  water  soaked  splinters  of 

driftwood,  upon  which  was  burned  the  blubber  of  tlu^  seal  or  whale. 
<'iiiilting  tlie  nauseous  odors  of  burning,  rancid,  ill-smelling  animal  fats. 
The  smoke  from  the  fire  left  its  greasy  dejio.dtsujxm  everything  about 
the  ])reniises  and  emitted  a  stench  endurable  (uily  by  a  sense  of  smell 
long  inured  to  it.  For  light  in  the  long  winter  nights  they  had  only  a 
small  burning  wick  supported  upon  the  surface  of  an  open  vessel  nl' 

seal  oil.     Their  food  consisted   almost  Avliolly  of  seal 

meat,  with  rarely  a  meal  ot  fish  or  fowl,  oftentimes  eaten 
raw  in  summer,  and  dried  or  partially  dried  and  stored  in  the  inflate  d 
stomachs  of  .-"a  lions  for  winter.  A  small  quant\f  y  of  rye  was  furnislK  d 
them,  but  their  facilities  for  putting  it  in  edible  form  Avere  of  the  most 
primitive  kind,  and  to  this  was  added  a  limited  quantity  of  tea  and 

sugar,  tobacco  and  rum.    Their  clothing  was  made  of 
iiicir  el..! hill','.        skins  or  of  such  coarse  cotton  or  woolen  cloths  as  were 
imported  in  very  limited  quantities  for  their  use. 

The  work  which  was  exacted  from  the  natives  under  llussian  nih^ 
Ar.iiKMis  lai.or  un    ^^  '^'^  iiiuch  harder  than  has  since  been  put  upon  them. 
(iri  iho  laisHiaii  Com-  The  ishuids  wcrc  ])rovided  with  no  teams  of  any  descrip- 
'"'"^  tion;  the  boats  were  rude  aflairs,  built  from  pieces  of 

driftwood,  Avhalebone,  whale  sinew,  and  sea-lion  skins;  the  storehouses, 
workshojis  and  tools  were  ill  constructed  and  inconvenient;  all  of  the 
skins  of  the  thousands  of  seals  slaughtered  each  year  were  transported 
on  tlie  shoulders  of  the  laborers  from  the  field  to  the  warehouses,  a 
great  amount  of  labor  exjiended  on  each  skin  in  cleaning  and  drying 
it,  and  all  were  again  shouldered  from  the  warehouses  to  the  boats  to  be 

lightered  to  the  vessels.    In  all  this  work  men,  women. 
Komnucnition  ,^,|j  (children  iKuticipateil,  and  each  received  the  small 

stiixMid  of  a  few  kopeks  per  day  or  per  skin,  barely  siitlicientto  pay  for 
the  tea,  sugar,  coarse  clothing,  and  articles  of  domestic  use  supplied  from 
the  Company's  store.  Yet  even  this  poor  subsistence  was  furnished 
directly  or  indirectly  from  the  seals,  excepting  a  few  edible  roots  and 
wild  vegetables  and  an  occasional  fish  or  fowl  at  certain  seasons  of  tins 
year.  There  is  abs(dutely  no  other  source  of  subsistence  at  the  seal 
islands. 
Since  the  occupation  of  the  territory  by  the  Americans  such  a  change 

lias  taken  jilace  in  die  condition  of  the  natives  as  occurs 
Amcrkau CO "troi! '  "^  "^  the  tiausitioii  fioiii  barbarism  to  civilization;  and 

Buch  a  chaiiije  as  has  brought  about  them  those  material 
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o\ndenees  of  civilization  which  require  for  their  support  and  maiiite- 
iianee  a  constant  and  assured  iiu'onie.    The  villages  as 
viewed  from  the  exterior  jire  inditrative  of  their  ])resent  f.J/'etc'^"  "'''"^^' 
])Iane  of  living  and  are  such  as  uiay  be  seen  in  the 
prosperous  mining  and  manufacturing  sections  of  our  country,  conii>vis- 
ing  attractive  churches,  well-designed  schocd-honses,  commodious  storo- 
lioiises,  and  comfia'table  dwellings,  all  built  in  regular  order  and  painted 
white.     During  the  ])ast  twenty  years  the  inhabitants  liave  been  con- 
stantly supidied  with  and  Ix'come  accustomed  to  the  use  of  the  same 
kind  and  quality  of  moral  training,  mental  teax'hing,  clot  liiiig,  food,  and 
iiiediciues  as  are  sui)plied  to  and  habitually  used  by  our  most  jjiosper- 
(lus  communities.     If  they  must  surremler  these  things 
it  means  for  them  a  relapse  into  barbarisiu;  and  tlie  _  ^.'■•|ij'ji"i'i''*ii"''i'<)n 
destruction  of  the  seal  fisheries  enforces  the  surrencha*. 
Tliey  have  no  (►ther  source  of  income  and  know  no  other  business  than 
that  of  seal -Ashing.    The  inc<muM)f  the  two  seal-island 
communities,   including    only  natives,  has  averaged 
IVom  1868  to  188i>,  iuclusive,  more  than  $4(),()(K)  per  annum  in  cash,  and, 
in  ad<lition,  they  have  been  furnished  gratuitously  with  thehouscs  they 
oc(aipy,  nearly  enough  fuel  to  heat  them,  medicines  and  medic;  1  attend- 
ance, school-lnmses,  scho(d  bo(d\S,  and  teachers.    Their 
moral  and  mental  improvement  have  very  nearly  kept  i„*|,'.',™l|J,"','t'  ""'■"■'"' 
]>a('e  with  the  material  comfort  with  which  they  have 
l)een  surrounded.     The  children  have  leariuul  to  read,  write,  and  sju'ak 
laiglish,  and  in  general  intelligence  and  houselndd  ectononiy  all  liave 
made  lemarkable  progress. 

la  it  true  that  people  situated  as  these  natives  are  acquire  no  v«'sted 
light  in  the  property  whereon  they  have  immemorially 
gained  their  livelih<K)d,  which  the  (Miristian  nations  of  tivos"i'i?f^H"M'!rii."a.' 
t lie  earth  ought  to  respect?    If  it  is  true,  then  the  pre- 
cepts of  Christianity  bear  still  another  and  new  interpretation. 

H.  H.  MclNTVRE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  atllandcdidi,  Vermont,  this  1st  day  of  Aug- 
ust, A.  13.  ISDli,  before  me. 
[L.  S.]  Wm.  U.  Du  Bois, 

Notary  rubUc. 
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DATA  rOR  MIGRATION  CHART. 


Data  enmpUcd  from  affuJarits  hercwilh  appended  reJatinfl  to  the  time  the  Jla/il-nn  herd, 
dnriiKj  itn  itiiijfat'ion,  appears,  is  in  tlw  (jreatest  numlwr,  and  disappcarx  off  various  puiulit 
alonij  the  euaal, 
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Onta  compiled  from  ngl'favilii  hrrewilh  appended  rcUitinf/  to  the  time  the  Jlanlan  herd, 
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April  . 
Marcli 
. .  .do  . 
...do  . 
. .  .do  . 


March  . 


Tiiiiti  of  (I't'atoHt, 
iiiinilicr. 


May 

Ajiril  and  May 


May 


May 

AiVriiijo! 


Time  of  dixappoaranve. 


.Tune. 
May;iO. 
Jiiiip  1. 

Do. 
Juno  15. 


June. 

Do. 
July. 
June  1. 
.liiiie. 
Juno  1. 


Juno. 

Do. 
Juno  1. 

Do. 
Juno  15. 
Juno. 


SITKA  r.AY,  57^  NORTH. 


y  15;  smalls,  July  I'' 

iol5j  smalls  later. 

10;  smalls,  July  l"'- 

10  15;  smalls,  July  la 

•8  earlier). 
k  earlier). 

liy- 

jwaearher). 


nws  earlier). 


53°  NOUTII. 


I'l  tir  Chureh April  15 ' 

(mi).  La  ClK'ek ' do ' j  July  1. 

Miko  Kethu.sduck ' do Juno  ;!0 

ilnlin  Kowineat ' do | 

I'liiliji  Kaslievai'otr I  Mfiy 

1'.  S.  Weittenliiller '  March 

Martin  Singay I  April  15 

.lack  Sitka ' do 

.M.  Thlkalidaynahkeo ' do 

Charlie  Tlaksalan ' 

I'l  liT  Treasheit ! 

i;.  Walton i 

JI.  Wooskoot ' 

I 


111 


Apiil 

.Mav 

A  lull  1.-.  May  ]5. 
.V])ril  15  ....' 


June  SO 

July  1- 

Do. 
July  4. 


July  1. 


YAKITAT,  59°  NORTH. 


Mavl 

Atiril  1-1(1 

...do 

...do 

May  1 

April  :i()  .. 


Nil  iilas  Andersiiii 

Ma\.  ('olien 

•luliii  W.  Smith 

1  rank  Korth 

dial'  Kavan 

Nil  iili  Grejioriitt' 

I'l  ii  r  Adunpaii '. . .  .do 

I'aMl  ShimcaUin ' do 

Anton  Kalishnikoll' j do 

A\.ikooii  Kali.'<liiiikotl' do 

Miron  Alimaii | (jo 

Tiiiiiite  Chaylia I do 

.Manas.so  A^alick do 

Ma-ika  KooRclio ' do 

(iKiigi  Apooklook (1^ 

(in  gory  Aogay 

Makar'Choonioritsky 


Vakoff  Abakoo 
Kvan  Choomoritsky 


.do  . 
.do  . 
.do  . 
.do  . 


Clias.  A  very 

April  1     

J  line  'JO-30. 



riUNCE  WILLIAM  SOUND,  G0<>  NORTH,  147'^  WEST. 

I ;  t 


i  ■ 


i 


I 


G04 


DATA    FOR    MIGRATION    CHART. 


Dntn  mm  piled  from  affldnritx  hrrcwilh  appended  rehiibifi  to  the  time  the  Alanknii  hntl, 
diirinji  iln  miiiratiou,  appnii-K,  in  i)i  the  ijrvateit  number,  and  disappears  off'  raiimm 
points  alonij  the  coast — (Joiitiiiiieil. 

COOKS  INLET,  nOoNOUTJI,  152°  AVEST. 


Nmiuc  cil'dcpoiK^iit. 

rniicid'appoaiancf. 
May  1-10 

'I'inu'  ol'jin'atcst. 
iiunilicr. 

Tinl(^  ofdi.saiipcaiancc. 

I'rltT  A l);inUo(tk 

. . .  do 

Sti'pliMH    L;iii"'\vjilii' 

..  do 

i i\  I vin  Miiiiin 

<lo 

DiMiis.M^il/oir 

do 

do    

... 

I'avcl  Olliiw 

. ..  do    

]'iiv('l  Kiiiu'i-hook 

.  do          ..      . 

Win.  Fosirr 

May  1 

April  l."i 

liny  ;io      

Alex.  Shvliii 

Mliy  1    l(t 

jMrlrv  Moil  in 

....,'lo 

Kicoli  NoitjnnlE  

.  (1(1    .    ... 

:':;::::. :::::::::; 

St(')iliiin  'I'limlivk 

....do  

Ali'xv  iMiiliM'  Ilk 

do 



Tfknn  Ivamitr 

do 

do..      .. 

]*i'l('r  (Mninisliiiok 

...  do 

St('|iliun  Apa\'rlu(>k 

do 

do 

....do    ... 

Nit'dli  Kiishii^ak 

.    ..do      . 

'J'l'Unn  I\(iok('\v 

iln 

I'avrl  A lian\'ii"a\v . .                         do 

.lum'  15 

A\'mi.  Itolitlc 

iMay 

Aiidi'ison  Andw 

. 

I'rti'.r  (J.  Xlillui' 

May 



KAIM.\K  AXl)  AFOO.VAK,  :>H^  NOKTH,  152°  WEST. 


HiilV 

M.  I<.  WasliliMi  niv 
Juliu  C.  Tulnian... 


April  25 1 

April  ;iO :  May  M 

j  iluiiul  . 


.Inly  1.1 


UNGA  ISLAND,  100°  30'  WK.ST. 


A\  111.  Foslcr '  .T111113 1 

I 


TTXALASKA,   KUi'  WEST. 


(i.  K.  .Miner , 

J'jcd.Sinilli 

Joshua  iStickland 


July  10  (?)... 
July  1  (?).... 
July  1-10  { () . 


Ii:.'!f 


of  ilisaiiin'iirniKi'. 


GLOSSARY. 


A. 


I  : 


Alaska  Catch.    Tin' triido  t«Min  for  tlio  soiilskins  obtiiiiicd  from  tlio  Pribilof  Tslimds, 
Alaska  Seal  Herd.     Tliti  lii'rd  of  fin-seiils  frotiuciitiim'  Ww  I'liliilnf  Ishiinls,  Dcriiiy  Soji, 

and  the  ciistiTii  |iort,ioii  ol'tho  North  Pacilic.  ()<'<'!m. 
Alaskas.    Tlio  trado  ti;nu  for  the  seal  Hkin.s  of  tlie  Ahiska  Catch. 

B. 

Bachelor.    A  youiifj  noubreodinjj;  male  seal  from  one  to  five  or  six  yonns  of  ai^e.     Syii. 

IlolluKcliivk  and  Dixj. 
Barabara.     A  Iar;;()  sod-covered  hut  formerly  used  by  tlie  I'ribilof  natives  as  a  dwcll- 

in^'. 
Beaohmaster.     A  term  ns(Ml  liy  antarctic  sealers  to  desiguato  a  breeding  male  seal. 

Syn.  />'»//,  Sccctttch,  and  fl'i;/. 
Bodlimor.     A  harp-senl  twelve  months  old. 
Bidarka.     A  small  skin-covca'cd  canoe. 

Breaching.    The  act  of  seal  while  swinuning,  leajilng  from  the  water  like  a  dol|>hin. 
Breeding  Grounds.     That  portion  of  a  Uimkcnj  wliicii  the  breeding  seals  freiinciit  and 

where  the  pup  »caln  are  born. 
Bull.    A  breeding  male  seal  of  six  or  sciven  years  of  age.     Syu.  Seecatck  aud  IV'kjs.I 

C. 

Clapmatch.    See  Cow. 

Copper  Catch.     The  trado  term  for  seal  skins  obtained  from  the  Commander  Islands. 

Syn.  RHSniun  Catch. 
Coppers.    The  trade  lerni  for  seal  skins  of  the  ('opiicr  Catch.     Syn.  Sibcrias. 
Cow.    A  female  seal  over  one  year  of  age.     Syn.  Alullca  and  CUqimalch. 

D. 

Dog.     A  term  used  by  antarctic  sealers  to  designate  a  iionbrecdiiig  male  seal.     Syn. 

liachelor  and  Hollunchick. 
Drive.     The  term  nsiul  to  designate  the  act  of  diiving   the  seals   from    I  he  ll<iiilhi;i 

Grounds  to  the  Killing  G rounds  or  the  herd  of  seals  thus  dii ven.     See  also  Hcdric- 

ing  uud  Overdriving, 

r. 

Feeder.  A  term  used  by  pelagic  sealers  to  designate  a  seal  swimming.  Syn.  Trav- 
eler. 

Female  Catch.  A  term  sometimes  used  to  designate  the  seal  skins  of  (lie  Alaskan 
herd  obtained  by  |)clagi(',  s(!aling.  because,  of  the  majority  being  I'cniales.  Syn. 
Xorthircul  Catch  i[\\tl  J'iclorin  Catch. 

Finner.  A  ti^rni  ust^d  liy  ]K^lagie  se.'ih^rs  to  designate  a  seal  lying  on  his  back  in  the 
•water  and  gently  moving  his  llippers. 

Flench.    The  act  of  flaying  a  seal. 

H. 


Harp  Seal.  A  species  of  hair-seal  found  in  the  North  Atlantic  off  the  coasts  of  New- 
foundland and  Labrador;  so  <aUed  because  the  stripes  on  the  back  of  the  animal 
give  the  back  some  resemblance  to  a  harp. 

Haul  up.  The  act  of  seal  in  drawing  itself  up  onto  the  shore,  uaed  to  express  tho 
seals  landing. 
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GLOSSARY. 


Hauling  Oroondi.    Thnt  portion  of  a  Ilookrrii  t'ui(\\\M\t^A  by  nonhroedinp  mnloHoiilM, 

Locatutl  hiUik  of  or  to  oiki  .sido  of  tho  lirinlhi;/  (Irmindn. 
Holluiohiok  (plunil,  IloUHHcliickie).     A  ('oniiptioii  of  tho  KiisHiim  word  "  KlioloNtiiiK,' 

a  tonn  usod  by  t\w  uiitivos  of  tlio  I'riliilol'  and  Commander  Inlands  to  desigiiiiio 

a  nonbreodiiii;  malo.     Syn.  liiuhilov  iiiid  Ihxj. 
Holy  Seeoatoh  (Kiistdan,  IVdu-Haykiitcli.)     A  young  bret-ding  mule  seal. 
Hood  Seals.    A  8pucic8  of  hair-Hual. 

K. 


Kenoh.     Tho  act  of  snlting  and  parking  away  seal  skinw  in  tlio  bins  in  tlie  •"?«?<  FIokkh, 
Killing  Grounds.     Tho  place  to  wliiih  tlio  n(inl>r<>eding  iiialo  Healn   ani  driven  li.v  Did 

natives  from  tho  Ihiiiliiif/  <lround»  and  where  tho  sealn  are  killed.     Loeal,(;il  a 

short  distance  from  the  Uauling  Grounds. 

M. 


Matka  (plural,  Matlcie.)    A  female  seal  over  one  year  old.     Syn.  Cow,  Cltipmalvh, 

N. 

BTorthwest  Catch.  The  trade  term  for  seal  skins  of  the  Alaskan  herd  obtained  liy 
pelagic  sealing.     Syn.  Vivloria  Catch  and  Female  Catch. 

O. 

Overdriying*.  Tho  act  of  driving  seals  so  rapidly  as  to  cause  them  to  die  of  oxhau.s- 
tion. 

P. 

Pelagic  Sealer.    One  engaged  in  Pclaf/ic  Sealiti;). 

Pelagic  Sealing.    The  .act  of  hunting  seals  in  tlie  water. 

Pinky  Skins.    Seal  skins  which  are  spoiled  by  reason  of  the  blubber,  with  which  they 

are  lined,  beitoming  decayed. 
Pod.    A  small  group  of  pups  or  bachelor  seals. 
Podding.     Tho  gatheiing  together  into  groups,  called  "pod8,"of  pnp  seals;  or  tho 

separating  a  small  number  of  bachelor  seals  into  a  group. 
Pup.     A  yoting  seal  of  less  than  two  years  old.     A  fc^ncA' ^jh/>  is  a  seal  loss  than  two 

nuniths  or  ten  weeks  old.     Af/rai/  imp  is  a  pup  over  two  months  old.     Thonamos 

come  from  tho  color  of  the  hair,  which  chauges. 

B. 

Raids.    The  act  of  unlawfully  landing  on  Hooker;)  and  killing  seals  thereon. 

Bedriving.  The  act  of  driving  unniiuUcitalde  nonbroeding  males  for  several  consecu- 
tive d.ays  from  the  same  //aiiUn;i  (Iroinidx. 

Boiler.  A  term  used  by  pelagic  sealers  to  designato  a  seal  resting  on  the  surface  nf 
the  water,  a-roUing  over  every  few  moments. 

Bookery.  A  shore  on  which  seals  come  on  land.  It  is  divided  into  two  parts,  Breed- 
ing Grounds  and  Hauling  Groundx  (which  see). 

Bnssian  Catch.  The  trade  term  for  seal  skins  obtained  from  tho  Commauder  Islands, 
Syu.  Copper  Catch. 

S. 


■f  *! 


Salt  House.  A  house  erected  for  the  purpose  of  salting  and  packing  seal  skins  and  of 
st<n'ing  the  sinne  on  the  islands. 

Seecatch  (plural,  Seocatchie).  A  corruption  of  the  Russian  word  "Saykatch,"  :i 
term  used  by  the  natives  of  the  Pribilof  and  Connnander  Islands  to  designate  ;i 
breeding  male  seal.     Syn.  Hull,  Wig,  and  Bvavhmaiiter. 

Siberias.  A  term  sometimes  applied  to  the  seal  skins  taken  on  the  Commander  Is- 
lands.   Syn.  Coppers. 

Sleeper.  A  term  used  by  pelagic  sealers  to  designate  a  seal  sleeping  on  Lhe  surface 
of  the  water. 

Stagy  Sldns.    Seal  skins  taken  from  the  animal  while  it  is  shedding  its  liuir. 


iroedinp  malesc.ils. 

f(ml  "  KlioloHtidk," 
slands  to  desigiiaio 

HOUl. 


sin  theSnnrroinr'i. 
iiio  (Irivoii  liv  III,) 
killed.    Local  CI  1  u 


9"'.  Cltumatch. 
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GLOSSARY. 
T. 

Traveler.    A  torn,  used  by  pelagic  soalerH  to  designuto  a«oaUwi.,unin^r.    gy,,.  ,,,,,,,, 


V. 


Victoria  Catch.    A  tciiii  noiiioH 


z^i.:£r^^;:!;-r3;!;r'.;;^™ar^s',-i'7wS'rir" 


w. 


Also  (ho  bunch  01  long  coarse  hairs  on  the  nock  of  a  .nale  seal;  the  uiuue. 


Y. 


yoUow-bollios.    Two  yo;u--old  uialo  fm-seala. 


herd  obtained  by 


to  dio  of  oxhaus- 


,  with  which  they 

pup  seals;  or  tho 

oal  loss  than  two 
i  old.    The  uauios 


thereon. 

r  several  consccii- 

»n  the  surface  of 

.wo  parts,  Breed- 

jnander  Islands, 


},! 


seal  skins  and  of 

"Saykatch,"  ,i 
8  to  designate  ;i 

Comm.inder  Is- 

a;  on  i,iie  surface 

ta  hair. 
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SUBJECT-INDEX. 


Afojjiink,  w\un\  scnls  apju'iir  off. 


rneo. 
227 


Alviitr,  Kiissiim  umilKiiit 05 

Ali^iiliiMi  iiiliiihil;mt8,  seal  luintLTS 51,  03 

Aleutian  IslaiHl.s: 

I'oediuji;  ol' seals 'Ill 

liaiiliuj;  up  uot  (Uiuc  on LC"),  L'CO,  213,214 

lookfrics,  iKinc LdS,  215,216 

Kcals  uot  sccu  iu  viciiiKy 2i;{,  215,210 

Anu'ricau  uiauaiicini'iit,  imiirovod  lucllinils  uuilci' 5l>!,  Oil,  77 

Anchor  I'oint  (('ooks  Inlet),  seals  oil',  lew 2L".".  2:i(),  232 

Annette  island,  no  seals  at -77,  2.*^!,  2X7 

Antarctic  soaliuj; '150 

rooki'ries  destrovod I.'ti,  5!i3,  5!)0 

seals ■ 421 

Areas  of  rookeries 107,  117 

Attn  Island,  seals  do  not  \  isit 214 

Australia,  sealskins  IVoui 509,578 

liaclielor  seals.     (>Vc  Seals.) 

llarclay  Sound,  seals  searco  in 3ii5,  300,  311 

llarren  Island  (Cooks  Inlet),  hunt  in;;-  on 21i) 

Hates,  C.  Francis,  corroborates  .losepli  I'llniann 528 

"  Mcdlamers" 5l»2 

I'.iTins  Island I'Jt) 

l!i<^  I'olax  ina,  rookery 13 

Jlirth,  jiehmic.    {Sec  I'lips.) 

I'uabant,  Father,  lielgic  priest 332 

Jliandii.' 'jS,  HKi,  137, 160, 194 

"  iU'eaehers,"  defined 355 

lireedinu;.    (-Sec  Seals.) 

Hreedinj;  f^rounda.     {See  llookeiies.) 

Hrerton,  Knuineer 415 

lliitish  Ccdumhia,  hauliuj;;  np,  not  done  on 2S7,  288 

Payers  of  sealskins 564,  506 

Lulls,  a<ic  when  thev  seek  breeding  grounils 106 

arrival  of. . . .'. 25,  (,(i,  75,  M,  129, 133, 148 

breeding;,  savi-d 81 

deseribecl 03 

d(!struetion  of,  by  iielagic  sealing 350 

o;isily  distinguislied 227 

examination  of  skins 402 

excess  over  females 101,  105 

lew  taken  in  judagie  sealing 231.  250,  257,  277, 

282,284,  280,  200,201,20.5,  200,301,  3li3,  310,  313,315,  320,  305,405,494 

ferocity  of 70 

first  to  enter  Ueriug  Sea 70, 422 

habit.s 0,  7.  21,  26 

numbers  sufiieient  for  bi-ccediug 71,  75,01,07, 104, 100, 135, 142, 140, 151, 181 

polygamous 135 
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Bulls,  rnin.iiii  on  fslnnds 4!);! 

relnri)  to  siniic  place Ms 

ecarcitvol',  lxs(j "i 

virilit.v   of 38,  li),  81,  81),  110,  151,  iNi 

yoiin,<i(>ii>'s,  killed 285 

Califoriiiiiii  Const: 

scaling  oil' 310,  320,  321,  325, 326,  i:;i 

•when  sealH  appear ('c' 

Capo  Blanco,  sealing  olV 310,  Hit 

Cook,  sealing  oil' 317 

Don  glass,  sealing  oil' L'LT) 

Elizaheth,  sealing  olt' 220.  L':;o 

Flattery,  sealing  olT 221,  231,  31 1,  315,  317,  321,  323,  321t,  105, 122,  r,  17 

Horn,  rookeries  depleted 515.  5 1 1 

sealskins  .from 551,  557,  50!i,  573,  57S 

Capital,  Lomlon,  in  sealskin  business 552,  505,  571, 576 

New  York,  in  sealskin  business 5il3 

Catch,  Alaska ; 518 

average,  of  schooner 3'5 

by  natives 3ii8 

Copjier 518,  5.",(i 

in  1S08 (;;; 

1888 110 

1801 1!) 

North  we-f 550,  505, 571, 572, 57;) 

o{  Jtlii  310 

jI  dele olio 

A  Ic.raiKJtr 117 

jdh/cr .1112 

Jricl 306,  323 

Hancock I  Hi) 

Kate 31() 

La  Xi/mpliii 130, 

Laura  

Lookou t 

Marij  de  Leo 

Marvin 

M<iri/  Taijliir 

Mascot 

May  BcUc 317 

Minnie 310,  317, 320 

Mischief 3'fO 

Mollie  .lf?rtw.s 322,8;i0 

Otto 333.  ;^:!7 

San  Dicfio 413,  illl 

Sea  /.ion 323 

Sea  Otic- 421 

Sea  ivn  rd 4 1)2 


II  111 
4111 
4l!l 
321) 
It'll 
i 


Thistle 


Triniiii)h 326.  IHl 

Vanderbill 327.427 

Venture liiiO 

Waller  nidi 1113 

Wilson 327 

off  St.  (Jeorge  Island  coast 31(1 

Charts,  lirown's  . . ' 20,  41,  60.  lt;7 

Chatham  Sound,  no  seals  in 210,  2.50.  J.'li 

Straits,  no  seals  in 217,  218 

Chile,  sealing  oil' IHO 

Clapnnitches  d(>tined 5118 

Claytjuot  Sound,  seals  in L'lil 

Climate  of  Pribilof  Islands 1,01,75,80,  1(10 

and  Connnander  Islainls 4 

Close  season  necessary 322,  323,  335,  311,  420, 150,  468.  isi 

Columbia  KMver,  seals  at  mouth  of 327.11110 

Conimaudur  and  Pribilof  IsLands  rookeries,  size  of 20l! 

seals,  (lilfereuco  between 108.  Jul 

Robben  Islands,  seals  taken  from .'''1 

cliniato 4 
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rage. 

Conimnnder  and  Roljbon  IsLinds,  hauling  uji 12 

h(!i\l 1.  7S.  li)7,  215 

rookeries 197, 404 

Cook's  Inlet,  Biirren  Island,  off 1.'19 

biiir  seal  rookerv  ou 228 

seals  otr .' 217,  229 

wlien  .x-als  ajijjeur 2l'U,  221,  225 

rookeries  none 227,  230 

OooR  Bay,  seals  at 231 

Copper  island,  cateli ll!ii.  ;>2!S,  518,  556,  570 

driving'  on 56 

rookeries  on 196 

Cows,  arrivitl  of 25.  ill!,  SI,  129,  l.'W,  118,  122 

bear  ])n]is  at  2  years 519 

des<rii)tion  of 519,  518 

feedinfj 1,  2,  21,  31,  39.  83, 103.  108. 129, 139, 140, 

113,  114,  148,  15S.  lfi(i,  ISO,  189,  208,242,  35.5.  359,303,  307,  371,  374i  400,  408,  410, 
410,  420,  438,  444,  IIG,  44s,  449,  451,  458,  101,  1(11,471,473,475,490,  503,  50,5,  506 

bal.its  of 21, 131 

increase  of 7,  151. 199 


instrnctions  not  to  kill, 
natives  do  not  kill 


103 

90 

not  killed  on  islands lOS,  12S.  131, 133, 139,  149 

nursing  of  pups 5,33,41,02,71,89,101,  110, 130, 133, 148,37.5,450 

pregnant  or  with  ])up  niostlv  taken  in  jxdagie  sealing 39, 100,  139, 

140,  146,  189,  211,  241,  243,' 2,58,  261,  202,  204,  205,  200,  268,  209,  272,  273,278, 
279,  282,  287,  291,  293,  310,  342,  344,  345,  340,  347,  348,  319,  350,  350,  357,304, 
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Cro/ett  Islands. 
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Decrease  of  seal  lil'e.     {See  Seals.) 
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Uixou's  Entrance,  arrival  of  seals  at 298 

sealing  in 277,  280,  281,  284,  2S7,  293,  294 

.     ;^G3 
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sea-otter  hi. 


Dressing  and  dyeing  of  skins 5.52 
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and  redriving 1,2,38,49,04,72,82,137,145,1.59,101,182,  19ti.  199 

killing 72,105,110,111,198 
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271. 


((>,  27S, 
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Ho])iie]ieiset  Villaiie,  .. 
Hnlcdiinson  Hill 


IL'l 


3(1,1 
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ley  Bav,  no  .seals  in 2 

Indian'  hnnler.s 208,  261,  318,  320.  322,  331.  332,  3!ll,  171 

Indians  snti'er  IVoni  a  searcity  of  seals.. 279,  288,  289,  291,  :'li7 
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(See  also  Nativrs,) 
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Japan,  Inintinji  )n  coast  of. 
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no  roolceries  on . 
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indnsti 
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Martin  iV  'I'eichinann, 
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Massafiicro  Island,  seals  oO' C'lO,  .Ml 

Mcliucaleset  villaiA'e '■'■"'' 
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' 552,  5(15.  ."''il 

52l,52(!.  5JT, 

^  5t)1.5ii;<.5l>S.57l! 
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1,53 

...193,  203,    ■" 
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Pn^cs. 

Eobbcn  Island,  sonls  diffc^r  from  Coiunuiiidcr  Island  scal.i 193 

.sealskins  irom 564,570 

size  ol'  seals 203 

reef 12 

Rollers,  dofi ned 355 

Koi-'kcries  and  breed inj;  fironnds,  protection  of 86 

hauling  f^roiinds,  description  of 60 

Ideation  of 217 

appearance  of 67, 68,  75 

areas  of 36.  73,  89,  407,  417 

breeding  on  38,  61,  75,  106,  l')7,  210,  438 

Cape  Horn  515,511 

care  of ,^1 

clnirts  of 2l> 

condition  of  in  1S,'^6 51 

decrease  of 9.3,  407,  417, 422 

dei)letcd  condition  of  in  1840 77 

desertion  of 487 

expansion  of  in  1877 77 

Garbotcb,  St.  I'anl  Island 13,  415 

Ja])anc8o 547 

management  of 97,408,414 

uieusiircnient  oi" 89 

on  Co])])er  Island 196 

Commander  Island 404 

Pribilof  Islands  (aee  also  Priliilof  Islands) 12,59 

St.  George  Island 75 

St.  Panl  Island 75 

South  Siietland  Isl.mds 424, 577 

present  and  jiast  condition  nf 17 

protection  of 12,  86 

raids  on 430 

reef  of,  St.  I'atil  Island 415 

Eobbcu  Bank 404 

where. sitnat ed 224,  232,  233,  234,  235 

Kdokory,  Big  Polavina 13 

Great  East 13 

hair-seal  in  Cooks  Inlet 228 

Katavlo 13 

I.agoon 13 

Little  East 13 

Little  Polavina 13 

Lnkannon 13 

North  Starry  Art(  el 13 

Tolstoi 13 

Zapadnio 13 

Russia,  sealing  forbidden  by,  bel'ore  1867 539 

1,'iissiau  Alaska  Company 599 

ii'iissiaii  American  Comjiany,  contract  with  Oppenlieini  &,  Co 545 

i;ii.--sian  and  Alaskan  seals  do  not  interniingh> 204,  438,441 

Eur  Company,  condition  of  natives  under 8 

fur-seal ! 403 

Islands,  eateh  on 202 

iminagement  of 202 

management 545 

seals  killed , 195 

smaller  than  American 550 

sealskins .561,  r)67 

side  of  i>ering  Sea,  sealing  <m 427 

Hi  I  ting  season,  wlien  it  liegins 67 

.Si    (Jeorge  Island 415 

origin  of 11 

roiduiiies  on  .  13 

St  I'aul  Island 415 

area  of  rooki^rieson 13,  73 

origin  of 11 

]ni|)s,  dead  on  rookeries  of 415 

seals  on,  in  1870 414 
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Sandwich  Land -jOl 

Scliooiicrs.     (*'ee  Vcssola.) 

Sea-otter,  oxtermination  of 219, 279, 288,  295, 299,  301, 302 

hunters  of L'I8 

Seals,  Alaska  fur,  arrivnl  of 13. 66, 173, 17 1,  L'lH 

baclu)k)r 12 

arri  v;i  1  of 2,  25,  82, 129, 133,  M9,  420, 422 

hal)its  d."    7,21 

brandinpr  an  "      'u     .ijj;  of 98,100,137,  IGO.  I'Jt 

hreodin;^.     (t.  'i  kci-ics.) 

catcli  on  Pribil;.;.  Islands.     {See  Catch.) 

care  taken  of 11".,  l.'iO 

classes  separated si; 

copulation  of i',  (j 

disease  among,  almost  unknown m, 

100,  103, 107,  128, 131,  133,  110, 151,  1X3 

domestication  of,  easy 52, 

69,  OG,  105, 145. 153, 154, 150, 181, 182, 200,  409, 472 
extcriulnation  of,  probable,     (ifcc  I'elajiic.  sealinfjf.) 

habits  of 3,  43,  135, 166,  210,  359,  472, 475,  IS.-, 

liaroms 6, 13, 14, 135,  IGO,  177 

homo  of l:.' 

incvejKse  ..f 18,  33,  99, 106, 135.  ir,5 

indiscviniiuate  Killiii<j  of.     (Sec  Pelagic  sealiiiji;;  AVaste  of  life.) 
killing  and  drivinu'.     (fiee  Driving  and  redriving.) 

by  Kussiaiis '. 195.  'MB 

care  taken  in I,j7 

for  tbod s;5 

gang,  the 72 

grounds 72 

how  eondnitt'd (18 

none  in  niid-occan li.l.S 

of 17^ 

seasdu 25, ."('.  .^;i 

manageniiiii  of 17.'1,  178 

mignitiouof O,    24.    40,    (il,    02,    07, 100,  104,  lo,-^, 

130, 131, 136, 144,  180,  194,  205,  208,  213,  214,  21.5,  216,  L'l.l, 
260,  264,  2(i0,  208,  270,  271,  279,  283,  288,  292, 294,  295,  2:iii, 
298.  HOI,  302,  321,  323.  331,  341,  314,  349,  350,  3.50,  358.  oiu, 
366,  369,  392,  394,  396.  397,  405,  4(19,  410,  428,  430,  433,  1  VJ, 
445,  4.59,  466.  469, 474, 478,  480. 481,  483,  484,  485,  488,  r,:;:» 

nnmbers  of,  liow  esdniatrd 71,  I  ill 

in  18.S1 170.  223,  238,  239,  L'ii 

porecntage  of,  lost  in  sluu)!  ing.     (Sec  rclai^ii'  sealing.) 

secnt  of,  keenness ,51)1 

shoot  ins.  how  done 2t)l,  111,') 

sink  when  shot 188,  521.  I>(j 

size  of  diiEinishiiig jti2 

BOX  of,  radiitiu-inishahle  in  -vvat.r. .  .."•!•,  ISfi.  20.5,  210,  219,  233,  242,2.Vi, 
250,  257,  258,  200,  2(>2.  265,  20)5,  2(38,  2(59,  270,  -'  rJ, 
273, 274,  275, 2?*0,  283. 287,  288,  294,  295,  298.  :ii'l, 
310,  318,  345,  348, 372, 374,  388,  392,  44(5,  477,  i7J 

no  disprooortion  in I,"i9 

South  8e,'i.  ex* evnii nation  of 577 

Epeeil  in  ,-wiMnning 6,  ()3,  328,  llW 

"staj;ey"  s-ason  (lelined SO 

iini]Kii'ons  'see  I'ups,  hirtli  of) Kjj 

virility  of      {Sec  IliilN.  > 
Yearling,".     {See  Vearlinir^.j 

Seals,  li,i ir ' 228,  5.54.  .MH 

haip r,!il 

hood ".:i2 

Sealskins,  buyer.s  of  list 564,  r.iK! 

classes  of 393,  521,  .".Jl' 

disf  inguishahlo  from  eacli   ot  her 516,  51ii,  55^,  569, 571,  573, 575, 581,  .>8 

dressing  and  dyeing  of      {See  Dressing  and  (lyeing.) 

examination  of,  l)y  E.  B.  Webster , 'ICJ 

iu   Ifefi 401,102 
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sealskins,  home  ronsnniption lul 

labor  ill,  industry.    (^Scc  Lal'or.; 

packing 91 

prices  of 513,  521,  573 

Ivnssian 577 

8CX  can  be  told  Iroin 5,65,508,  512,552,  557,510,5(1!} 

Bizo  of 153 

sources  of  supply 537.  5 12,  570,  579 

South  soa .55 1 ,  555. 577 

supply  iiTCKular 505,  'Mi 

traii.s[)oitati()ii  of 9 

weight  of I 

Socliart  Indian  village 305 

St'i/.ures  of  sciileis  (see  h  I  so  Vi-ssc!^) I'JO,  191,  192,  194,  197,  311 

Scviit.y-two,  sealing  olT 410 

Slmtgu'iis  (see  Woaiions.) 

Silk  used  iu  sealskin  nianufactuio,  value  of 52G 

Sitka 222,  228 

no  seals  off 239,  248 

Sound,  arrival  of  seals  at 201,  208 

seals  taken  in 25G 

Skinners  defined 5(3 

South  ShetlMiid  Islands 421,577 

South  Georgia  Islands'  rookeries 121,  .591,  596 

.seals  utt 594 

S]iears.     (5e'e  Weapons.) 

Ptalibers  defined 56 

Stevens'  Pasaiige,  no  s«als  iu 247,  218 

Stinkers  defined 453 

Tfichni  inn,  I*]niil,  knowledge  of  sealskin  industry 564 

Terra  del  Fnego,  seals  on 593,  596 

Tliree-vear  (dds,  iiuinher  fiiken 281 

St.  Paul  Island 115 

Telstoi,  dead  pups  at 19 

rookeries  on 13 

T.  luat  \ illago 305 

Trade  in  London,  extent  of.     (See  London.) 

S(>alskin8  up  to  time  of  American  o\vnershi]> 515 

Trai.sportation  of  se;ilskins 9 

Trcadwell,  (Jeorgo  II.,  c(>rrol)orates  .F.  J.  I'lielan 52 f 

Heniy,  cdrrohovates  Joseph  Ullinaun  529 

Tsiinsheaus  seal  hunters 279 

Uiialaska,  ChulleiKje  taken  to 315 

Uiiimak  Pass,  Chdlleiifie  seized  in 315 

no  ^eals  .at 116 

sealing  olf 221 ,  Dl'O,  321,  329,  4  10 

United  States,  jiroperty  in  seal  llsheiy 513 

rinenuc  from  seal  lisherv 539 

sealskin  industry,  persons  emiiloyed  iu 52(),  538 

Ti  ugnay  (Lobos  Islands) 550 

Vancouver  Island,  no  hauling  uj)  on 301 

sealing  oil 1:31,317,321.326 

sealsk ins  tiMiii 517 

Venianienof  on  killing  «tl'  ma Ir  se.'ls 77 

Vcsscds: 

Aclire,  catch  of 432 

Ada 310,  331 

seized 310 

Adamn,  Alluil.  sci/r,l 1S7 

All'nd.  seizcil 315 

Mollic 330 

AMe 329 

Alexdiiilcr 417,  118 

catcli  of 407.  129 

Ahur,  catch  of 431 

Ali'ha,  seized 187 
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Vessels — Coiitimicd. 

Auijcl  Bollie,  ciiiituro  of ;^9 

1<'K'  <'l' 1)5 

J  )i  (lie,  seized 1>j7 

Arid,  catili  ol' iliCi,  ::ii(i 

Jraiinah,  seized  by  Russia ItM.lllG 

Jlccic,  Ainui,  seized 1)^7 

Jllucic  Diamond,  seized isg 

Jliiwhcad iDl 

Varulcna,  seized l.';!) 

skius  talcen  IVoiii Oj 

Cliiillcngc :;i,j 

eatc^li  of i.'tl5 

seized 187 

Citij  of  San  l)iv(jo H27 

Cjifinel 121 

JHishing  Wave,  cut  eh  of IIJO 

Dolphin,  seized I;"t7 

Dora 127 

Dijer,  Mai  lie  T.,  seized laU 

Ellen,  seized 187 

Emma  and  Louisa,  cxiiiiiinatioii  of  sldns  on I(i2 

Farorile 221,  323,  332,  im 

seized ;i3i 

Fuirler 101 

Hancock,  ciitcli  of I  ISO 

Jlandji,  Si/lria 1 10 

Helena,  seized  by  ]?us,sia  .  ; lill 

Henrictla,  seized  by  llussia I'.H 

Hunt,  Sarah :;21 

Kate :!ltj 

ordered  out  of  Bering  Sea DIG 

Kale  and  Anna,  seized 187 

La  yijmpha,  cut  eh  of 430,  133 

La  Rosa,  eatcli  of 132 

Laura tol 

catch  of i:!3 

Lewis,  J.  H.,  skins  taken  from (i5 

seized HIT 

seized  by  Unssia llif 

LUhj  L 227 

seized 1  s7 

Lookout,  catch  of i:!l 

Muridie  Iloss,  catch  of ■UHj 

Manna  Loa,  raid  bj' Wi 

Manning,  Kate 124 

Marvm,  E.  B ;'.25 

Mary  Taylor ;12'J 

Alary  de  Leo i:!l 

Mancot 317,  i;iiO 

Maud 317 

May  Ilellc 317 

Minnie 310,  314,  317,  320,  330 

st'ized 188 

Avarned  out  of  Bering  Sea * ;;20 

Mischief :;:i0 

seals  trausferred  to 317 

Mountain  Chief 324,329 

On  ward  221 

seals  taken  from tlu 

seized 1  Si! 

Oscar  and  Hallie 321,  '.I'.w 

Otto 321,  332,  335,  ;!:!6 

seized ;'.:i3 

Pathfinder,  seized l-^S 

J'enclope 323,  :'M 

I'crkins,  CO 304,  3ii9 

Pheamnt,  II.  M.  S ;132 

I'ictou 307 
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:131 

104 
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133 
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188 
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.321,332,335,;!;i6 

.  ...    ;"i3 

1  '^^ 

■ 323,;;.u 

304,3119 


VcMScls — Cou  tinned. 

I'iouccr 31(i 

liUh,  Walter 315,  323 

Jtoscoe 33 1 

L'osr,  soizod  by  IJiissia l!)t 

Jiiinh,  cniiscsof ISS,  411 

Sadie  Clijdc 123 

Sun  Dici/o 221,331 

catch  of 4 13 

Hoizcd 18"),  4 10 

voyage  of 131 

San  Josd seized l^i? 

Saywnrd,  W.  P 334 

seized 187 

Sea  Lion 319,  325 

Seaward,  catch  of 132 

Sea  Otter,  driven  oil'  liy  ( 'unciii 421 

Sierra 185 

Sparks,  Hose 403 

Swan,  James  G 304,30!) 

warned  by  Thetis 305 

Teresa 221,  330 

Thetis,  warning  Ironi 333 

Thistle,  catch  of 325 

Thornton,  skins  taken  fioui 05 

seized 1^5 

Triumph 323,  326 

catch  of 434 

Tapper,  C.  U 320 

Umatilla 401 

Umhrina 323 

Vanderhilt 327,  427 

Venture,  ordered  ont  of  IScring  Si'.i 330 

Victor 307 

Webster,  E.  E 103 

While,  0.  II 101,  424,  127,  432 

Wilson,  Charles  D 327,  427 

ott(a-s  can,nht  by 327 

Victoria,  valne  of  sealing  vessels  from  400 

Virility  of  bnll  seals.     {See  Itnlls.) 

\\;ilhi  Walla  Strait 401 

Walrns  Island,  size  of 71 

\\' i iis  dotincd 50.") 

\Vi angle  Land,  s<'als  at , 211.  2.54,  2.s0 

Yakntat  Bay,  seals  in 218,  241,  203 

Yearlings,  habits  of 100 

defined 02 

nnmber  of  killed 241,  2.".0.  •:(;2,  2G(>,  270,  272 

273,  277,  281,  283,  285,  28U,  288,  289,  290,  2!l(;,  207,  299,  303,  523 

Yukon  River,  no  rookeries  between  Sitka  and 228 

Zapadnie  rookery 13 

Zuno,  protective,  necessary 342 

will  oiler  uo  protection 39, 90,  100, 179, 189,  375 
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